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INSTRUCTIONS from the GOVERNOR GENERAL 
e to Mr. JOHN BRIST OW. 


Conin. 27ſt April. | ' ; 
To Mr. JOHN BRISTOW. + 


Sir, 


ON FORMABL to the reference of the Board, I recommend and enjoin your ſtricteſt atten- 
| tion to the following inſtructions : 5 . 


* 1ft. The balance due from the Nabob Vizier to the Company, partly from the negligence and 
inaccuracy with which the monthly accounts were drawn out, and partly from the inattention of 
the late Reſident, had been ſuffered to accumulate to an amount exceeding that at which it ſtood 

at the cloſe of the laſt year, notwithſtanding the ſpecial care which I myſelf had taken in my agree- 
ment with the Nabob Vizier, concluded on the 19th of September 1781, at Chunar, and my inſtruc- 
tions delivered at the ſame time to the Reſident, fince enforced with very peremptory and repeated 
orders. This obliged me lately to write, in very ſtrong and unuſual terms, both to the Reſident and 

to the Miniſter, and produced the effect of an immediate exertion and conſequent diſcharge of a part 
of the balance, and aſſurances of the ſpeedy payment of the remainder. I do not implicitly rely on 
theſe aſſurances, but conclude that on your arrival you will find either a large balance ſtill out- 
ſtanding of the laſt year's. account, or that the whole has been paid off by encroachment on the 
current year's revenue. In either caſe, your attention will be equally required to the ſettlement 
of this year's aſſignment, unleſs it ſhall have been already accompliſhed: . You will be careful to 
guard againſt fictitious eſtimates ; and if any ſuch ſhall appear in the aſſignments already formed, 
you will of courſe infiſt upon their being exchanged for others, or their 1 Fri reduced to their 
real value, and others added, to complete the ſum of the year's demands; that is to ſay, the laſt 


year's arrears, the two ſubſidies of the current year, and the other ſums for the payment of which 
our Government has or ſhall have made itſelf re 


ſponſible; ſo that at the cloſe of the year the whole 
ſhall be entirely and completely diſcharged. „„ 35 al 


2d. You will obſerve a very conſiderable difference between Mr. Middleton's account and the 
corrected account delivered to him by the Accountant General, and now in the poſſeſſion of your 
| Accountant Mr. Wombwell ; a difference nearly equal to thirty lacks of rupees. To the former, 
though made up with falſe calculations, groſs omiſſions, and even balances falſely transferred from 
one month's account to the other, Mr. Middleton has pertinaciouſly adhered, affeQing to call the 
difference a new claim upon the Nabob. I fear this may render it an unpleaſant office to you to 
rectify his error, as I have no doubt that the ſame declaration which he has made to this Govern- 
ment will have been made as a conceſſion to the Nabob and his Miniſter, and of courſa your demand 


for the difference treated as unjuſt, and formed on falſe pretences ; but the real account is fo clear, 
and the difference ſo ſelf-apparent, that it will be impoſſible for the Miniſter to controvert or miſun- 
derſtand them, however he may affect the latter. g 55 9992 5 

- BA e 1 3d. Endeavour 


[+1 


Zad. Endeavour to obtain an early and minute information of the fate of the Provinces of Owde 
eſpecially, and the reſt of the Nabob Vinier's domimions ; and report the reſult of your inquiries ta 
me, under the following heads, vi. 5 95 | * 


1ſt. Their Government.  : . EIA! | i 
ad. Their military defence, and diſtribution of the Nabob's forces. 
3d. Revenue. „ | 
4th. Diſpoſition and actual conduct of the Zemindars, and the means taken for 
reſtaring and preſerving the quiet af the country. . : 
5th. The character and credit of the Principal Amils. 


6th. Under this general head, I muſt alſo refer to your inquiry, and deſire you 


will inform me, whether the ſums _ levied, or affirmed to have been levied 


and brought to the Company's credit by Mr. Johnſon, have been drawn from 


the revenue of laſt year, or borrowed, and aſſignments given for the repay- 
ment of the revenue of that year, or exacted by anticipations of the current 
revenue: One of which caſes I very much ſuſpect, becauſe they muſt have 


been received at a ſeaſon in which the regular collections are always at a 


ſtand. | | 
* by what mode, and through what agents, theſe collections were 
e. | | i | 
ath. Immediately on your arrival found the diſpoſition of Hyder Beg Cawn : His conduct has 
for ſome time paſt been highly reproachable. Till within theſe three months, when Mr. John- 


ſon aſſumed a large portion of his authority, he poſſeſſed, without controul, both the unparticipat- 
ed and entire adminiſtration, with all the powers annexed to that government, the Nabob himſelf 


being, as he ever muſt be in the hands of ſome perſon, a mere Ae in his, and the ſanction by 
8 | 


which he exerciſed his authority; yet he has dared to uſe both 


_ containing very improper demands on our government, and ſuch as evidently tended to promote 


Hyder Beg's influence and intereſt, and even to make him aſſume a very unbecoming tone of re- 


fuſal, reproach, and reſentment, in qppaſition 10 meaſures recommended by me, and even to 


acts done by my authority, in literal conformity to the Nabob's own and earneſt ſolicitations; 


ſuch as the reſumption of the Jagheers, and thè ſeizure of his,.father's treaſures, which had been 


ſo long ſuffered to remain in the hands of the Begum his mother, and the other conditions of the 


exacted from me at Chumar: On every occafion of this kind, the late Reſident has 


engapements | 
been the faithful echo and ſupport of the Miniſter's pretenſions; I mauſt therefore have recourſe. to 
you for the introduction of a new ſyſtem in that Government; nor can I omit, while I expreſs my 
poſe rbal in- 


reliance upon you for this purpoſe to repeat the ſentiments which I expreſſed in che v. 
ſtructions which I you at your departure, * that there can be no medium in the relation 


< between the Rehdent and the Minifter, but either the Refident muſt be the flave and vaffat 


of the Minifter, or the Minifter at the abſolute devotion of the Refident.” Much as I am diſ- 
pleaſed at the conduct of the Minifter, I impute it more to the ſufferance of Mr. Middleton than 


to himſelf; and if he will ſubmit to hold his office on ſuch conditions as I require, T-would cer- 
an him to any other man who could be nominated to his office, becauſe he poſſeſſes abi- 


prefer 
ties, and a knowledge of bufineſs. He exifts by lis dependance on the influence of our Go- 


vernment ; and above all, becauſe a change of Adminiſtration in a Government fo loofe as that of 
Owde, where all the parts of it are held , er by the exertion of actual power, and not by the 


_ fprings of an eſtabliſhed Conftitution, would be unavoi productive of confuſion, and ſoſs of 
revenue: Therefore it muſt be adviſcable to try him by the mode of coneifiation, in your final 
converſation with him, at the fame time that it will be neceffary to declare to him, in the plain- 
eſt terms, the footing and condition on which he ſhall be permitted to retain his place, with the 
alternative of diſmiſſion, and a ſcrutiny into his paſt conduct, if he refuſes it. In the firſt place, 
I will not receive from the Nabob, as his, letters dictated by the ſpirit of oppoſition ; but ſhall 
conſider my ſuch attempt as the Miniſter's, and as an infult on our Government: In the ſe- 
| cond place, I ſhall expect that nothing is done in his official character but with your knowledge 

and participation; at the ſame time, the firſt ſhare of the refponiihitity will reſt with you. The 
other conditions will follow diſtinctly in their places, becauſe I conſider you as reſponſible for them. 


Sth, No Adminiſtration can be properly conducted without regular offices. In that of Owde 
there is not one, the whole being offed by Mr. Mimfter. Two are indifpenfably neceffary ; 
firſt, an Office of Collections; en | 


ever ſums are paid from the revenue thall be duly entered, and credit given for their exact 
amount in the Office of Collections; and in Iike manner, that no ſums fhafl paſs the Trea- 
ſury, without a ſrmilar controul. The Heads of theſe Offices mult of courſe be under the general 
directions of the Miniſter in all points, excepting their accounts; for the fidelity of which they 
muſt be ſolely refponſible, and made fable to the ſeveral punifhments if they falſify them. What 
other offices may have been in uſe in the time of the N 

| | 1 neceſſary, 


Nabob's name, and even his 
ſeal, affixed to letters, either dictated to the Nabob, or written from him without his knowledge, 


\ , an Office of Treaſury. I inſiſt upon thefe ihments 
being formed immediately; and it muſt be care to appoint fach checks to each, that what 


abob Suja ut Dowlah, and at this time. 


tit 


ceflary, you will enquire, and either cauſe them to be re-eſtabliſhed, or not, as it ſhall appear to 
be... el one Ps . 
In this laſt deſcription I inelude the Adawlets. You will find them recommended but condi. 
tionally in my inſtructions to Mr. Middleton. It is certain that the want of them, and the univer- 
ſal and extreme licentiouſneſs occaſioned thereby, is one of the moſt diſreputable defects in the 
Nabob's government; yet I much doubt whether, introduced into ſuch a ſtate at once and abrupt- 

„they would not add to the miſchiefs which they were intended to redreſs ; for perhaps there is 
| ſcarce an individual ws N e not become r er e authority, de vr 
ſcarce an individual capable of diſcharging even a fmall portion ir decrees. do 
not exiſt, every man knows the hazard which he incurs in lending his money. Their eſtabliſh. 

ment might tend to deceive, by holding out the appearance of falſe aſſurances ; and with reſpe& 
to o ns of every ſpecies, unleſs each court was armed with a ſtrong military force, it would 
not be in their power to prevent or puniſh them; neither in that caſe is it certain they would not them 
ſelves prove the inftruments of opprefion. The Aumils in the firſt inſtance, and the 
Munduls or Chiefs of the villages ultimately, muſt ſupply this defect, if it cannot be otherwiſe re- 
medied. LY PO ſubject to you, as proper for your enquiry and conſideration, but 
cannot give you any i mas whom. 5 85 


Gth. Great care muſt be taken in the choice of Aumils. I ſhall not deſcend to particulars, but 
enjoin one caution only, as indiſpenſably neceſſary, that no Aumil be appointed to a frontier ſta- 

tion, without ſuch pledge, or other ſecurity, for compelling his perſonal appearance whenever requir- 
ed, as may infure, beyond a doubt, his obedience and fidelity; and both theſe and others, wherever 
ſtationed, ought to have the means of ſelf- protection, and to be truſted and ſupported. | 


4th. The means by which Almaſs Ally Cawn has been permitted to acquire independency have 
been long ſeen, and the effects of it foretold by every perſon acquainted with the ſtate of that 
government, except thoſe immediately intereſted in it. The late Refident has been his conſtant 
advocate, and I lately underſtand that, however truly, the Miniſter diſclaims all concern in this im- 
pradent meaſure. It is very extraordinary chat his deſection, his retreat to the frontier, the ſubſe- 
quent negociations which paſſed between him and the Nabob, the engagements concluded between 
them, which reſemble more 2 treaty between equal ſtates, than a 'tranſaction between a ſovereign 
and his vaffal, have all paſſed without the leaſt communication or report of them made to me by 
the reſident, or his affiſtant, or the mimſter; and in a letter which I have lately received from the 
Nabob, the Minifter has had the preſumption to make the Nabob declare the whole to be falſe, 
and without foundation, and to affirm that every part of his dominion enjoyed the moſt perfect 
pee nd TR: Upon this fubjeft, che behaviour of the Minifter is fo reprehenſable, that 
think it incumbent upon me to let kim know my fentiments of it: It will at leaſt ſhe him 
how thin the veil is by which he covers his own acts, and that ſuch artifices will only tend to 
make them the more criminal, from the falſehood and duplicity with which they are aflociated, 
As for Almaſs Ally Caum himfeff, the policy which has been obſerved towards him has been 
fcandalouſly derogatory from the Nabob's dignity and intereſt, and hurtful to the reputation of our 
government, as far as it is connected with it. If 3 ſhall aChually ſubſſt between 
them at the time you have charge of the reſi bt „ however exceptional, be faithfully ob- 
ferved; but if he has been guilty of any criminal offence to the Nabob his maſter, for which no 
immunity is provided in dhe engagement, or he ſhall break any one of the conditions of it, I do 
moſt ſtrictiy enjoin you, and it mutt be your ſpecial care to endeavour, either by force or ſurprize, to 
fecure his perfon, and bring him to Juſtice + bringing him to juſtice, I mean that you urge the 
Nabob, on due conviction, to puniſh him with death, as a neoeſſary cxample to deter others from 
the commiſſion of the like crimes ; nor muſt you deſiſt till this 4 222 Sr 8 * NS 
means 5 but to guard myſelf againſt that dbloquy to which I may be expol a forced miſ- 
conſtruction of this order, by thoſe who may 4 be employed in ſearching our necords for 
cavils and informations againſt me, I think it proper to forbid, and proteſt againit, the uſe of any 
fraudulent artifice or treachery to accompliſh the end which 1 mam; 4 jute and as you alone are 
privy to the order, you will of courſe obſerve the greateſt ſecrecy that it may not tranſpire: But I 
repeat my recommendation of it as one of the firſt and moſt eſſential duties of your office. 8 


Sth. From the practice which the late Reſident and his Deputy, and the Miniſter, ſeemed to have 

prefcribed to themſelves of withholding all official information from me, I have been under the ne- 
ceflity of forming. my opinion of the ſtate of the Nabob's government upon private wntelligence ; 
but this, from its os pol from its concurrence, notwithſtanding the various channels through 


which it has paſſed, and zhove all from its notoriety, comes to me with all the weight wich the 


higheft authority could give it. For ſome facts I have the teftimony of fworn evidence; Juch art 
the tranſactions of the Rebel Zemindars of Gooruckpore and Bareach in the inſurrectioms of the le{t 
year, which had for their immediate object the deſtrudtion of Colonel Hannay, and the offers of bus 
command ; and, ultimately, the extirpation of the Engliſh influence and power throughout the 
whole of the Nabob Vizier's dominions. - The Zemindars who diſtinguiſhed themſelves on this 
occaſion were Zalem Bing, Genos Roy, and Porly Pall Sing. I am informed that theſe e 
1 | | 128 | ave 


4 * 
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bans perſevered in their rebellious conduct, without deviation, to the preſent time, though the 


ſure, if ever it ſhould become a ſubj 


1 


abob's, and not our government, is the object of it. Repreſent to the Nabob, and effectually, 
the bad policy of ſuffering ſuch examples to paſs with J Obtain his order for employing 
ſome ſure means for apprehending theſe Zemindars; and if it ſhall appear, on a fair and regular 
inquiry, that their conduct towards the Nabob (I paſs over that which regards ourſelves alone) 
has been ſuch as it has been reported to be, he ought, and | ay muſt inſiſt upon it, to puniſh them 


with death, and to treat with the ſame rigour every Zemindar, and every ſubje& who {hall be the 


leader in a rebellion againſt his authority. Severe as this injunction may appear at firſt ſight, it will 
be mercy in its effects, if the Nabob will adopt the policy, by inſuring the tranquillity of his country, 
and ſaving the blood of his people; for the reſolution, once publiſhed, and enforced in a fingle inſtance, 
will make it unneceſſary to proſecute it to a ſecond example. . 1 

| 9th. I have been informed by the late Colonel! Hannay, that ſome time before his recall was 
determined, he had agreed to a ſettlement of 23 lacks complete, and without deductions, for the 
revenue of Goorookpore and Bareach for the preſent year, and that on his recall a new arrange- 


ment had taken place, in which a ſelection had been made of the moſt valuable talooks or portions 
of this diſtrict, and that they had been diſtributed among the domeſtics and other favourites of the 


Miniſter, and that the reſt had been farmed to one Aumil Abdool Beg, as I recollect, and the 
whole reduced to a jumma of 18 lacks, from which a proviſion of future remiſſions was made 
for Seebundy anticipations, and Pymauly, or ravages committed during the late inſurrections. 
[Theſe are facts of ſuch a kind as will confirm themſelves by their own evidence; and if you find 


them to be ſuch, it muſt be your care to correct the abuſe if you can, for the preſent, or at leaſt to 


apply the beſt remedy in your power to it, and reſtore their future jumma to its real value. I ſhall 
not enter further or more minutely into the ſubject of the general collections, but I am parti- 
cularly ſolicitous to aſcertain the real value of this diſtrict, for a reaſon which I will proceed to 


| explain. 


From the nature of our connection with the government of Owde, from the Nabob's incapa- 


city, and the neceſſity wliich will for ever exiſt while we have the claim of a ſubſidy upon the re- 


ſources of. his country, of exerciſing an influence, and frequently ſubſtituting it entirely in the 


Place of an avowed and conſtitutional authority in the adminiſtration of his government, and 


from the conſequences inevitable in ſuch a connected ſyſtem, directed, as it muſt be, under all the 
various changes and reſolutions incident to our government by men of various character, and de- 
grees of capacity and integrity, the time will come when that claim ſhall accumulate to a ſum 

exceeding the Nabob's ability to diſcharge it, but by ſome ancient meaſures of accommodation, 
which may at the ſame time releaſe him from an untolerable burden, and yield to us a more ra- 
tional and ſubſtantial, though leſs oſtenſible, income. Such a reſource, and indeed in no other, 
would be offered by an aſſignment in property, and in perpetuity, of the diſtri of /Goorookpoor 
and Bareah, in lieu of all demands whatſoever for ſubſidy, even though the additional charge of 

extraordinary detachments furniſhed for the defence of his dominions were added to it. Such 


an accommodation, if even it ſhould take place, muſt be produced by a ſtrong neceſſity com- 


pelling it; for neither would the Nabob, weak as he is, ſubmit to yield to it now, nor would I, 
firmly convinced as I am of its expediency, recommend the acceptance of it at this time, while 
ſo ſtrong an apparent difference between the produce of the aſſignment, taken at its higheſt pro- 
bable eſtimate, and the amount of the ſubſidy, exiſts as an objection to it. The annual claim 
of the ſubſidy being 34,020,000 rupees, and Colonel Hannay's, jumma of Goorookpore and 
Bareach, which muſt be taken at its higheſt rate, but at 23 lacks ; but as an argument for the mea- 


ject of immediate conſideration, I will briefly add the advantages 
which ſhall certainly accrue from it: | we | 9 


1ſt. Its ſituation, bounded by a 1 5 and impaffible river, the Dava, connecting with the Ganges, 
the boundary line of the moſt defenſible part of our dominions. e OS” N 


2d. The means which it would afford us of putting a total ſtop to the continual inroads and 
ravages by which our own diſtrict of Sircar Saurun has been, and will continually be infeſted, from 
its open communication with the rude territory of the lawleſs Zemindars of Goorookpore immediately 
adjoining to it. | TN : MF i 

zd. A certain and improveable revenue, inſtead of a precarious demand on account, payable from 
a fund, which I have ſaid muſt at ſome period prove inſolvent. | | 5 


Having thus expoſed to you my views, I leave them a charge on your recollection, recommending 
it to you to obtain all the inſight which you can into the ſubject, both with reſpect to its preſent re- 


venue, to the improvement of which it would be capable in our hands, and to the means by which the 
aſſignment itſelf could at a proper ſeaſon be obtained. . 


10. On the information of the defection of Almaſs Ally Cawn, of ſymptoms apparent of the 
like diſpoſition in the Aumil of Rohilcund, and of the general anarchy which prevailed in every other 


(3) 


part of the Nabob's Jominions ; the board, though officially unapprized of thee, as of every other 
ſubject requiring their knowledge of them, reſolved and ordered that a firong detatchment, under 
Colonel Sir John Cummings, ſhquld march into the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, both for its in- 
ternal defence, and for the relief of the numerous detatchments which we underſtood (and this alſo 
from private information only) have been made by the fole authority of Mr. Johnfon, covered by 


the Nabod's formal requifition, from the army ſtationed at Ca : You will receive an order 
from the board to notify to the commanding officer of every detachment, that its fervices are no 
longer required; which notification it will reft with your difcretion to make on the inſtant in which 
you ſhall fee that it can be done with fafety; and a correfpondent order will be fent to Cn 
Morgan, to command the inſtant return of every detachment within four-and-twenty hours after 
the receipt of every ſach notification upon this fubject. I Yefire you to bear in mind, that che 
army at Cawnpore, or in whatſoever part of the frontier it may be ſtationed, is appointed for the 
internal defence of the Nabob's dominions, and for that, only; that this was its original deftinaticn 
intended by the treaty of 1773, commonly known by the treaty of Benares; and that every de- 
viation from this object, and every diminution of its force, are politic and highly dangerous te 
our own exiſtence, by the enconaragement which it will afford to foreign invaſion. I nd 
that at this time there are only two regiments of Sepoys left to ſupport the ſmall body of Europeans, 
to which the ſtrength of that nation is now reduced. | e 


Events may hereafter ariſe of ſo ſudden and urgent an emergency, as to require a temporary devia- 


tion from this maxim; but it will be with the greateſt reluctance and diſſatisfaction that the Board 
will ever hear of ſuch a diſpoſition, and therefore you muſt be careful that the exigency be ſuch 
from its urgency and neceffity, as will clearly juſtify you in deviating from it, though but by the 
call of a ſingle regiment of that ftation to any part of the Nabob's internal dominions; and on every 
ſuch occaſion you muſt be careful to comply with every formality enjoined by my inftruRtions to 
Mr. Middleton, dated the 23d of September, and to tranſmit inftant advice of it to che Board, not 

waiting for the detail of your reaſons, which, to prevent delays, may follow as you ſhall have mort 
leifure to form them. | e Ee | 


\ I muſt make it my particular injunction, that fuch. a notification as I have mentioned above m 
be at all events inſtantly tranſmitted to the officer commanding the detachment fent to Furrackabad, 
if my information be true, that ſuch a meaſure has been aſſumed by Mr. Johnſon, for which no pre- 
text can juſtify him. pts n e 


11th. What I have to ſay under this head is immediately connected with che 'condluding part ef 
the preceding. From a ſolicitude to guard againſt any imputations. to which 'the- reputation ef our 
Government might be expoſed by its interference in che Nabob Vizier's aims wpon the Nabeb 
Mozaffer Jung, 5 made afe of my inftuence with the Miniſter, enforced by frong injunQion to the 
Reſident, that no force Thould be exerciſed. on that Nabob, nor any perſon ſent to 8 | 
ute to 
reports 


of his Government and Collections, while he continued to pay his ſtipulated annual tribui 

Vizier as it became due: The conſequence of this recommendation was, i I may eredit che r | 
of the Reſident. and the Miniſter, that from the inſtant that the Nabob withdrew his interference, 
the Nabob Mozaffer Jung daſiſted from making his payment: You will know with certainty whether 
this report was true; if it was, you muſt leave the Nabob and the Miniſter to act in dus bulmefs in 
what manner ſoever they pleaſe, and entirely forbear from all interference'in it. = 
_. 22th. Mr. Middleton has yritten-to the Board that Fyzoola Cawn has been making pr 

for entering on open hoſtilities with the Nabob Vizier, atud-conbining other perfons agamiſt Him/; I 
ſuſpe& the information, but prudence requires to be prepared againſt the poſſibility of fuch an-event. 
It is poſſible that the apparent weakneſs may have excited Fyzoola Cawn to form ſuch a deſgn; it 
is more probable that he has been driven to it by the public declarations and. menaces both of the 
Reſitlent and the Miniſter. I have written a letter to him, Juch as. T think beſt cabeulated to divert 
him from any ſuch undertaking, by affurances of the favouralle diſpohition uf this Government to- 
| wards him, while ſhe ſhall not have forfeited it by any improper conduct, and by Rating to him the 
fatal conſequences which muſt attend his defeRion. That fetter 2 will perhaps receive eaftier 
than T Thall be able to put you in poſſeſſion of theſe inſtructions; I mall -orily add, upon this head, 
that you muſt be guided by your own diſeretion in W]tſbever relates to it ; but be careful to prevent 


the Nabob's affairs from being involved with new difficulties, while he has already fo many to op- 
preſs him. | — | 


the advantage which they took of the troubles, in which I was perſonally inveved the laſt year to 
excite a rebellion in the Nabob's Government, and to complete the ruin which they thought was 
impending on ours. If it is the Nabob's deſire to forget and to forgive "their paſt offences, I have 
no objeCtion to his allowing them in penſion the nominal amount of their Jaghires; but if he ſhall 
ever offer to reſtore their 3 to them, or to give them any property in land after the warning 


which they have given him, by the dangerous abuſe which they formerly made of his indulgence, you 


muſt remonſtrate in the ſtrongeſt terms againſt it you muſt not permit ſuch an act to take place, 
Vol. III. * e 


13th. The ſeverities Which have been exerciſed towards the Begums were moſt juſtly merited by 


until. 


[6-] 5 
until this Government ſhall have receiyed information of it, and ſhall have had time to interpeſe its 


influence for the prevention of it. 


- 


„ 14th; Study on every occaſion, to conciliate the good-will of the Nabob, and ſhew him every 
-.oſtenſible and external mark of reſpect. I ſhould hope that with due attention you would not find 
it difficult to make him himſelf the mover of every act ay whether for, the advancement of . 
his own intereſts, or the diſcharge of his debts to the Company. But this can never be effected while 
the Miniſter maintains that aſcendant over him which he at preſent holds by the means of a nearer and 
more private intercourſe, and by affecting to be. the vindicator of his rights againſt the claims of 
our Government. In my late engagement with, the Nabob it was ſtipulated, that a certain ſum | 
ſhould be ſet apart monthly for his private expences, and this made a part of my inſtructions to 
Mr. Middleton. The ſum was afterwards fixed, as I recollect, of 30 lacks. It was my intention 
and direction, that this appropriation ſhould be made before any other, and this I make my preſent 
injunction to you; requiring alſo that you do make it a part of immediate and ſtrict inquiry, whe- 
ther the Nabob has hitherto received the whole and punCtual payment of the ſum affigned to this 
account, or any part of it has been withheld from him, whether with or without his concurrence, 
J mention this, becauſe from ſome private information which I have lately received, I have reaſon 
to ſuſpe& that this is actually the caſe. Whatever foundation there may be for this report, let 


7 


\ 


| juſtice be done to the Nabob and if he has been deceived, undeceive him. 


:., . 15th, - The Nabob has repeatedly and bitterly complained of the indignity which he ſuffers in his 
authority, by the uſurpations of the Company's Reſidents : and has repeatedly demanded, that 
- whenever the Company's balance ſhall be completely diſcharged, he may be freed from this vexation ; 
1 that he may be permitted to pay the ſubſidy in ready money; and that the aſſignments which have 
| been granted to ſatisfy that demand may be reſtored him, I confeſs. that I did myſelf give encou- 
| cragement to this propoſition, knowing at the ſame time the quarter from which it came, I mean 
j OY - from Hyder Beg; and willing to exonerate this Government from the trouble and reſponſibility, 
| and the Company from the diſgrace of whatever might attend the adminiſtration of the Nabob's. . 
Sovernment. { thought too that it preſented a ſure proſpect of the regular payment of the current 
| demands, by; the penalty which would attend the failure, in the reſumption of the former ſyſtem _ 
1 _ - of aſſignments, and in the perſonal claims which it would lay on the Miniſter. But his miſcondu& 
has ſince manifeſted itſelf in ſo many particular inſtances, beſides the univerſal diſorder of the coun- 
and this is fo alarming in its effects to our Government, that I ſhall heſitate, until T have the 
ſureſt and moſt ſatisfactory grounds, to recommend an acquieſcence in ſuch a meaſure. At preſent 
the plea on which it is grounded is probably yet at ſome diſtance ; for while I am writing theſe in- 
ſtructions freſh e abs, pccur to my knowledge, which make me much ſuſpect the real pay- 
ment of the ſums brought to the Nabob's credit for the laſt year's balance. It may not, however, 
be amiſs to talk with the Miniſter on this ſubject, to let him know that it is well underſtood to be a 
demand for ſubſtituting his authority in the place of the Company's, and to inveſt him with the 
_ Sovereignty of the Nabob V izier's dominions ;—to aſk him, whether in ſuch caſe he ſhall expect the 
Company's protection? and if he does, by what claim of right? And whether, in the event of his 
involving our Government in a new ſcene of hoſtilities, by thoſe which his mal- adminiſtration may 
produce, whether internally, or by invaſion in that country, he ſhall think himſelf in juſtice. ex- 
; empt from the . perſonal. vengeance which we may be diſpoſed to exact from-him ?—At all events 
1 | the propoſition muſt be diſcouraged till a ſafer ſeaſon for its acceptance; but the abſolute rejection 
Of it eluded with the Nabob, if he ſhall himſelf renew it. 6 a Fe EP Oe 
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1 - IGth...For the reſt I refer you to my inſtructions to Mr. Middleton, to which, in every point 
f 


not. revoked or qualified by theſe inſtructions, I muſt require your moſt attentive and literal obe- 


17th... I do; juſtice, to my ſenſe of your character, in declaring my entire reliance on your pru- 

* dense and integrity, and to. theſe: I truſt for your deviation from any part of theſe inſtructions at 

= your diſcretion, in any inſtance which ſhall appear to you. neceſſarily to require it; deſiring how- 

ever, as a proper caution, that as much as you can you will leave. the ſubje& free for my cor- . 

rection of it; and inſtantly inform me, or the Board, according to the degree of its importance, 
that. yau have acted in. Dc OAT OR FO SEA for it. n „ eee 
fu ; ; . | FFF 
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| 23d Oar. 1782. 5 Your moſt obedient Sy 
ö be DE 1 = | | humble ſervant, 3 


Abus e.. (signed) WARREN HASTINGS: . 
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Copy of Proceedings, &c. relative to the Charges made by Mr. Haſtings i 
againſt Mr. Middleton, late Reſident at the Court of Oude, and againſt 
tze Aſſiſtant Reſident Mr. Johnſon; alſo. relative to the State and Con- 

dition of the Country of Oude, and its Dependencies, and of the reigning 
F are ee d 
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The Aſteriſts in this Paper point out that Extracts from thoſe, Places have already been printed 
„% n ee e the: ee ) TO COTE 
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EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 28 July, 1783. 


The Governor General, | _ Sod 


» * 
"4 
. 


ſent in their anſwers to the charges againſt them, which | 


M R. Middleton and Mr. Johnſon having 


'T underſtand are now in circulation, 
ſeveral opinions ſhould be given upon thoſe charges before my own, on account of the peculiar circum- 
ences eee 5 AT 


1 


r. MIDDLETON's Defence. 


hope the Board will allow me to propoſe, that their 


Lo the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council, 


Fort William. 


. l * . 
p * 
» 4 | * 2 


3 Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | | F 
+ have been honoured with your commands of the 12th inſtant, through your Secretary, accom- 
panied with a paper of charges againſt me, arranged under ſixteen ſeparate 3 which I am required. 
to anſwer. 5 | e » ?ð?7!02 any 


A 


At a period ſo diſtant from that at which I delivered over the charge. of my office to Mr Briſtow,. 
J muft be permitted to obſerve, I was as little prepared to receive as to anſwer charges againſt me for 


my conduct in the diſcharge of that office; as the Honourable Board, when they informed me 


that gentleman's appointment to ſucceed me, communicated not the leaſt hint of diſpleaſure 
or diſapprobation of my public conduct, and, unconſcious myſelf of having merited cenſure, I had 
not a doubt but my removal was in .conſequence of the orders which I underſtood had been re- 
ceived from the Honourable the Court of Directors, for the reſtoration of Mr. Briſtow to the Re- 
ſidency of Oude. But however unexpected this call upon me may be, I am very far from com- 


Es oc 


ſtood ; on the contrary, I acknowledge my obligation to the Honourable Board, for permitti ng me 


to ſtate collectively my conduct in the cloſe of the important truſt T have been honoured with for 


ſuch a ſefious of years. If I cannot vindicate my conduct for the period I ſtand accuſed, I hall be 


the leſs forward in claiming indulgence from the Honourable Board, as a fucceffion (with ſome in- 


terruption) of nĩne years reſidence and intercourſe with the court and provinces of Oude, muſt 


impreſs an idea of local experience and continued approbation, which would leave no other con- 


ſtruction upon miſconduct, than a wilful negle& of my duty, amounting to little leſs than a pre- 
meditated and determined breach of truſt, loaded with ingratitude and treachery to the intereſt of my 

The charges before me, regard wy conduct for the Fuſſullee year 1189; that is, from the 
23d September, 1781, when my inſtructions upon the Chunar Treaty were delivered to me, to the 
23d October, 1782, when I delivered over charge to my ſucceſſor, Mr. Briſtow. They generally aim 


plaihing of any occaſion afforded me of explaining my conduct, where it may have been miſunder- 


* 


to eſtabliſh, 1ſt. That I did not effect the various objects of the treaty; 2dly. Diſobedience of 


ſome ſubſequent, though connected orders; and 3dly, Inattention to my duty upon ſome heads more 
connected with a diſcharge of current buſineſs, than bearing any relation to the treaty. , 4 
| | 5 | 0 335 on- 


TE] 


| Conceiving theſe three diviſions to involve and deſcribe the outline of my charges, I ſhall take 
them. up in this ſucceſſion to ſpeak to them collectively 3 as my correſpondence during that year, to 
which I ſhall occaſionally refer, will, on examination, I think, be found to have anſwered, in detail 


| the major part, if not whole, of what is now before me. 


In replying to my firſt diviſion of the charge—Non-execution of the ant inſtructions that 
2 Pw. mal beſt avoid confuſion, and ſhorten what I with rt gm taking up unitedly 


the treaty and inſtructions, and briefly ſtating, in the oppoſite column, what was done upon them; 


premiſing, to lead the attention of the Board, that the grand object was to liquidate the Nabob's 
debt of accumulating balance to the Company, which the Governor General's recollection will con- 
firm. To obtain this liquidation, the Nabob was perſuaded to agree to ſundry arrangements in his 
government and finance, without which it was deemed impracticabſe to provide adequate reſources to 
accompliſh it within the year 1189, which, although unexpreſſed, was underſtood to be the period for 


the hint of this grand object; nor could it poſſibly be enpected to take lefs, betauſe the tegu- 


ations of a land revenue (other reſources there are not in Oude) can ſcarcely operate within the 


period of a year. 


For a clear underſtanding of my conduct, it may not be unneceſſary to advert to the ſituation and 
power of a Reſident at the court of Oude; that his ſucceſs or failure, in the ſervices expected from 


| him, may he meaſured by the means he ſhall appear to paſſeſs, the auly juſt eriterian. 


The Reſident, from his appointment, is the ſole agent from an Ally to the court he reſides in, with 
two obvious and peculiar lines of duty; one is, the political correſpondence, for information of our 
Government, and the preſervation of 2 good underſtanding between the Allied parties. In addition 
to this, within theſe few years, another object, of very material public concern, has become an appen- 
dage af his office the receiving the current claims and balances due to the Company, — 

To effect this laſt object, he is competent to no poſitive act of his o- authority; but is limit- 
ed to obtain what 8 he may, from his influence over the Nabob's Chief Miniſter. 


* 1 * * 3 * 


This might ſuffice to ſhew that the main object of the treaty and my inſtructions were fulfilled ; but 
I now proceed to the ſeparate heads of hem. Crs? e | 


1ſt Par. Regards the ſeparation ,of This was attended to. Vide letter from the Reſident, 
the Vizier's perſonal diſburſements No. 2, and tranſlation of a letter from the Miniſter, No. 3. 
24 Par. Regarding the reform of This was alſo done. Vide the above Vouchers, 

the Sebundy and Mooteyna troops in- oo £ 62'S 


to regular muſtered eſtabliſhments. = „ | 2 


2d Par. Regarding reduction of This was alſo done. Proved hy the Minifter's offer of 

the Nabob's Mooteyma troops. nine lacks (expreſsly ſavings from the Mooteyna reduttions) 

11 | for the maintenance · of three of the Company's repiments 
1 to be introduced in their Read. Vide Nefident's 


etter, No. 4. 


_ 4th and 5th Paras. Regar g the Theſe paragr raphs convey eventual directions to ane be 
Vizier's ſelection and warns he which no contingency occurred. They were m guide in 


of his Commander, under certain concurring with the Miniſter in the choice of Authils and 


proviſions, and the Reſident's concur- Collectors, when any new ones were appointed, and diftated | 


rence with the Miniſter in the choice the principle on which I concurred with the Minifter in the 
m 


. mealure of increaſing the farms of Almaſs Atty Cawn or 
rather, which was the fact, reſtoring to him what he had be- 
fore held. His reſponſibility was unqueſtionable, amt his 

attachment to the Engliſb, of which he gave feafondble and 
unequivocal proofs during the Benares infurreMon, provett 
him worthy of our confidence. The Governor Otter 


diftinguiſhed him on this occaſion with honorary teſtimagies 


of Aumils and Collectors. 


7 — of his approbation. . ire re EE 
m Par. Regarding the inſtitution y inſtructions on this head recomitionding this rather 68 
of court of Adawlut. a matter for future conſideration than immediats adoption, 

I r more in it than lay the foundation of fuch infti- 
tution. | )%%%%CCC0 Ong NEE al Vecs 1 1 


7th Par. 


os ] 


Par.  Authorizin military aid This I availed myſelf of, as expla ined at length hereafter, | 
required from 5 when 1 my reply to the third diviſion of my charge. - Major | 

| emergency ſhould require it. | Scott 8 was * only regiment undirected by any immediate 
* 1 order of the Board; and the neceſſity of this ow "tp | 
| | | execution of my ander to Fyzabad, 4 


8th Par. Regarding the — This was attended to. vide Reſident' Jeers No. 
of N anne Luck- 2 e ee 9 2 5 


The appears to me to comp rehend the ſubſtaice of the e Chunar Treaty ved the fac. 
EE it, which I have in this place abſtracted, for the fake of ſhortening my addreſs'; 


but joined at _ the appendix I have ſtated W e It muſt Wa onoura- 
COURT INGLY mares meer erg | j 
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The ſicond | diviſion which 1 ow: 8 of - dare; 1 | diſobedience of egen Hough | 
Smet orders; which alludes to my conduct at Furruckabad. In this I ſtand accuſed of N 
ing the Governor General's pereniptory NC which 1 now proceed. to reply to. 


en the Nabob's letter to the Honourable the Govern! Genekal, forwarded FR the 24 De- 


| comb 1781, I received the orders under date the 26th of the ſame month; z my diſobedience whereof 
is _—_— _ 5 Ow "qr 
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| The death of Nuchiff Cawn, with all the does - ite and fa, attendant on that 
event, I duly noticed | in a ſeries of letters, to which 1 beg leave to refer. 


The ſuppoſed rebellion and flieht of 3 Ally Cawn, I e the Board, upon my return 
to Lucknow i in September, was 2 premature report, as I had always conſidered and treated it. 


The: only. . occurrence worth the Honourable Board's nn relative to the Na- 
bob's interior government, was the allaination of Mirza Abdoola Beg, Aumil of Goruekpore, 
which proceeded not from any diſorders in the country, but an unfortunate; diſpute with two of 
his own immediate dependants. This accident was duly communicated to the Board, as well as 

che meaſures that had been taken to wert any bad e under date the 12 May 1782. 


To the ocher anticle-emplonment of troops—T have to obſerve, that there were fewer regiments. 
on ſervice in the Nabob's country during the year 1 189, than in many, I believe I might affirm 
any, of the preceding years, fince the preſent Nabob's acceſſion to the Muſnud ; although more might 
in reaſon have been expected to be wanted upon withdrawing of the ſtations of F utty Ghur and 
Daranaghur. The Engliſh regiments under Colonel Hannay acroſs the Gogra ; Captain Gall in 
Rohilcund ; Major Clarke at Allahabad ; and Captain Plowden at Lucknow. Theſe ular and 

other troops occupied the whole _— e in every direction, in former years 3 notwi aſtanding 
Major Crabb's regiment in Thyrabad, er Lijcts's/ acroſs. the G two regiments in the 
Doawb, and others were employed, and Kill more wanted. Inſtead of all theſe, in a very turbulent 
year, when a rebellion had ſpread acroſs the country, ing dl four regiments were employed; of 
theſe four, Major Naylor's had been called over, e heat of the inſurrection at Benares, 
and ſent to Colonel 3 relief, even defore 25 reached Lucknow; another, Major gens 1 
was, in conſequence of the orders regarding the Fayzabad buſineſs, called in to put the Beg 
Jagheers into the Nabob's hands; a third moved in conſequence of the orders of the Boar i 
beRing Furruckabad, although firſt called i in by me in conſequence of the Fayzabad buſineſs, which 
had Ian Bulbudder Sing, into. the ms Jagheer; the fourth was obtained by my aſſiſtant 


Mr. on, on an application to 82 n in wha n N his . Nan the 1 
riet (late Mejor (aylor 8) to Dinapore. | wo | 


| Theſe are all the regiments that 1 ds) or indireftly ud; 1 fp all berate 1 take it for 
| granted, the new treaty regiments ſtationed at Lucknow, for rang <a explained in the 
. W can nave no reference to my worn! ol ; 


7 


In a — af almoſt a en revolt, 4 hs ona recall of eĩ en m — battalions 
of infantry, and two of cavalry, I might, without expoſing myſelf to the ge 0 of making too 
far an e of the power given me by my inſtructions, have called in as . 4 5 ps at Jeaſt as 
were uſed 3 in times of peace and quiet, when all theſe were in being, and fully Raines for the 
*. ſervice; conſequently, I muſt hope I ſhall not appear criminal, in the judgmer.t of = 


Vor. III. | C Honourable 


— —jp— — 


period of a year. 


TD 


| Conceiving theſe three diviſions to involve and deſcribe the outline of my charges, I ſhall take | 


them. up in this ſucceſſion to ſpeak to them collectively 3 as my correſpondence during that year, to 
which | ſhal occaſionally refer, will, on examination, I think, be found to have anſwered, in detail 


the major part, if not whole, of what is now before me. 


In replying to my fuſt diviſion of the charge—Non-execution of the treaty and inſtructions that 
accompanied it—I ſhall beſt avoid confuſion, and ſhorten what I with to urge, by taking up unitedly 
the treaty and inſtructions, and briefly ſtating, in the oppoſite column, what was done upon them; 
premiſing, to lead the attention of the Board, that the grand object was to liquidate the Nabob's 
debt of accumulating balance to the Company, which the Governor General's recollection will con- 
firm.—To obtain this liquidation, the Nabob was perſuaded to agree to ſundry arrangements in his 
government and finance, without which it was deemed impraQticable to provide adequate refources to 
accompliſh it within the year 1 189, which, although unexpreſſed, was underſtood to be the period for 
the attainment of this grand object ; nor could it poſſibly be expected to take leſs, becauſe the regu- 
lations of a land revenue (other reſources there are not in Oude) can ſcarcely operate within the 


For a clear underſtanding of my conduR, it may not be unneceſſary to advert to the ſituation and 


power of a Reſident at the court of Oude; that his ſucceſs or failure, in the ſervices expected from 


him, may be meaſured by the means he ſhall appear to paſſeſs, the only juſt criterion. 


The Reſident, from his appointment, is the ſole agent from an Ally to the court he reſides in, with 
two obvious and peculiar lines of duty ; one is, the political correſpondence, for information of .our 
Government, and the preſervation of a good underſtanding between the allied parties.—In addition 
to this, within theſe few years, another object, of very material public concern, has become an appen- 
dage af his office - the receiving the current claims and balances due to the Company. 


To effect this laſt object, he is competent to no poſitive act of his owti authority ; but is limit- 
ed to obtain what ſucceſs he may, from his influence over the Nabob's Chief Miniſter, 


4 8 * 66 es 4 


This might ſuffice to ſhew that the main object of the treaty and my inſtructions were fulfilled ; but 
I now proceed to the ſeparate heads of them. „ 88795 c 


1ſ Par. Regards the ſeparation of This was attended to. Vide letter from the Reſident, 
the Vizier's perſonal diſburſements No. 2, and tranſlation of a letter from the Miniſter, No. 3. 
from the public account. 1 JFF 


2d Par. Regarding the reform of This was alfo done. Vide the above Vouchers, 
the Sebundy and Mooteyna troops in- | | ODE 
to regular muſtered eſtabliſhments. 


d Par. Regarding reduction of This was alſo done. Proved by the Minifter's offer of 

the Nabob's Mooteyna troops. nine lacks (expreſsly ſavings from the Mooteyna reductions) 

: | for the maintenance of three of the Company's regiments 
1 to be introduced in their Read. Vide Reſident's 
letter, No. 4. | 


th and 5th Paras. Regar the Theſe paragraphs convey eventual directions, to enfarce 
Vizier's ſelection and —— which no as. e gen del. They were my guide in 
of his Commander, under certain concurring with the Miniſter in che choice of Aumils and 
proviſions, and the Reſident's concur- Collectors, when any new ones wete appointed, and dictated 
rence with the Miniſter in the choice the principle on which I concurred with the Miniſter in the 
of Aumils and ColleQors. _ . meaſure of increaſing the farms of Almaſs Ally Cawn ; or 
| rather, which was the fact, reſtoring to him what he had be- 
fore held. His reſponſibility was unqueſtionable, and his 
attachment to the Engliſh, of which he gave feaſondble and 
unequivocal proofs during the Benares Inſurrectlon, proved 
him worthy of our confidence. The Governor Gerter: 
diftinguiſhed him on this occaſion with honorary teſtimonies 


— o | 
Seh Por. Regarding che inſtitution My inſtructions on this head recommending this rathef as 
of court of Adawlut. a matter for future conſideration than immediate adoption, 

— 1 little more in it than lay the foundation of ſuch infti- 
tution. | | | | 


7th Par. | 


0, 


th Par. Authorizing military aid This I availed myſelf of, as explained at length hereafter, 

to be required from Cawnpore, when in my reply to the third diviſion of my charge. Major 
emergency ſhould require it. Scott's was the only regiment undireQed by any immediate 

F 1 order of the Board; and the neceſſity of this aroſe from the 

execution of my orders to Fyzabdllvd . 


Sth Par. Regarding the removal © This was attended to. Vide Reſident's letters, No. 5. 
of unlicenſed Europeans from Luck- and 6. | | 


now. 


4 — 
, . 
£ 
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| The foregoing appears to me to comprehend the ſubſtance of the Chunar Treaty, and the inftruc- 
tions 3 me upon it, which I have in this place abſtracted, for the ſake of ſhortening my addreſs; 
but ſubjoined at 5. i the appendix. I have ſtated what was done. It muſt reſt with the Honoura- 
ble Board'to decide how far I performed my orders. * N 


« 


ade of my charges, is diſobedience of ſubſequent though 
connected orders; which alludes to my conduct at Furruckabad. In this I ftand accuſed of diſobey- 
ing the Governor General's peremptory commands z which I now proceed to reply to. He 


Tube fecond' diviſion which 1 have: made of 


Vpon the Nabob's letter to the Honourable the Governor General, forwarded date the 2d De- 
cember 1781, I received the orders under date the 26th of the fame month; my diſobedience whereof 
is made the foundation of this charge, | | 


N 
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The death of Nudjiff Cawn, with all the conſequences, probable and actual, attendant on that 
event, I duly noticed in a feries of letters, to which I beg leave to refer. 


The ſuppoſed rebellion and flight of Almaſs Ally Cawn,I informed the Board, upon my return 
to Lucknow in September, was a premature report, as I had always conſidered and treated it. 


The only material occurrence worthy. the Honourable Board's information, relative to the Na- 
bob's interior government, was. the aflafination of Mirza Abdoola Beg, Aumil of Goruckpore, 
which proceeded not from any diſorders in the country, but an unfortunate diſpute with two of 

his own immediate dependants. This accident was duly communicated to the Board, as well as 
the meaſures that had been taken to avert any bad conſequences, under date the 27th May 1782. 


To the other article=employment of troops —I have to obſerve, that there were fewer regiments 
on ſervice in the Nabob's country during the year 1189, than in many, I believe I might affirm 
any, of the preceding years, fince the preſent Nabob's acceſſion to the Muſnud ; although more might 
in reaſon have been expected to be wanted upon withdrawing of the ſtations of Futty Ghur and 
Daranaghur. The Engliſh regiments under Colonel Hannay acroſs the Gogra ; Captain Gall in 
Rohilcund ; Major Clarke at Allahabad ; and Captain Plowden at Lucknow. "Theſe ar and 
other troops occupied . the whole —_— in every direction, in former years; notwithſtanding 
Major Crabb's regiment in Khyrabad, Major Lucas's acroſs the Gogra, two regiments in the 
Doawb, and others were employed, and ſtill more wanted. Inſtead of all theſe, in a very turbulent 
year, when a rebellion had ſpread acroſs the country, only four 3 were employed; of 
theſe four, Major Naylor's had been called over, during the heat of the inſurrection at Benares, 

and ſent to Colonel mk relief, even before I reached Lucknow ; another, Major Gilpin's, 
was, in conſequence of the orders regarding the Fayzabad buſineſs, called in to put the Begums | 
Jagheers into the Nabob's hands; a third moved in conſequence of the orders of the Board re- | | 
ſpecting Furruckabad, although firſt called in by me in conſequence of the Fayzabad buſineſs, which 
had brought Bulbudder Sing into the Peony Jagheer ; the fourth was obtained by my aſſiſtant 

Mr. Tohnbon, on an application to Colonel Blair, in my abſence, upon his having returned the 23d 

regiment (late Major Naylor's) to Dinapore.... fo 8 | ; 


' 


| Theſe are all the regiments that I direQly or indirectiy uſed; I fay all, becauſe I take it for | 
granted, the new treaty regiments ſtationed at Lucknow, for particular purpoſes explained in the 
| treaty, can have no reference to my charge. „ 


In a ſtate of almoſt a general revolt, and the totab recall of eighteen regiments and battalions 
of infantry, and two of cavalry, I might, without expoſing myſelf to the charge of making too 
far an uſe of the power given me by my inſtructions, have called in as many troops at Jeaſt as 
were uſed in times of peace and quiet, when all theſe were in being, and fully ſtationed: for the 
Nabob's ſervice ; conſequently, I muſt hope I ſhall not appear criminal, in the judgmer.t of the 
Vol. III. mn - 17; Honourable 
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Have the honour herewith to tranſinit a letter addreſſed to you 


10 
| Honourable Bound, whan I ſhaw that my{elk and aMftant in my abſence, of or own motion, only Wo. 


Kalled in to regiments, and one of theſe in exchange. for another returned into cantonments. 


I egnnet conclude this addreſs without offering my apology to the Honourable - Board, for the 2 


long intruſion I have been compelled to mals upon them; I will not treſpaſs longer on their time, 
but here cloſe what I have to urge in vindication of my conduct on the charges preferred againſt 


If in the courſe of the foregoing recital, ſupported by the ſeveral vouchers I have annexed, I ſhall 
have ſhewn that I accompliſhed the grand objects of the treaty, by liquidating not only the balance 
I tage pledged for, but the new claim from the Preſideney.— That I effected the ſeveral regula- 
tions preſcribed by. my inſtructions, to bring about this liquidation-by the total reſumption of 
the Jagheers (excepting Fyzoola Cawn's only) and the arrangement and reduction of the Mooteyna. 
That t further fulfilled the objects of my orders reſpecting the Begums at Fayzabad, within ten 
days after my arrival there—And, finally, that I diſcharged the current buſineſs and duties of my 
ſtation, by realizing the current elaims, quelling the inſurrection extending from Benares to the 
extremity of Rohilcund, and ſubduing ſuch other diſturbances as are perpetually ariſing from the 
turbulence of the Zemindars, without the aid of more troops than ſhall be found to have been 
employed in former years—I aſſure myſelf, from the juſtice- of the Honourable Board, that they 
will declare me fully acquitted of the reſponſibility with which I was charged at the concluſion of 
the treaty, and deem me warranted in the belief I had formed, that my recall was the neceſſary 
conſequence of obedience to the orders of the Court of Directors in favour of my ſuceeſſor, and 
not for any delinquency or miſconduct on my part. / EE 


Earneftl entreating the Honourable Board to relieve my anxious ſuſpenſe, by indulging me with 
as early a deciſion on my conduct as may ſuit with their more important occupations. | 


X | Calcutta. | 5 I IT have the honour to, be, N | 
30 June 1783. 5 (Signed) NAT H. MIDDLETON. 
CE bb eee e WIG. 


Such ſubjects as could not, without interruption, be arm. 2 into this collective ſtatement 
of my conduct, I have placed oppoſite the charges they reſpectively regard, and requeſt that they may 
PFF g 


(Signed) j NATH. MIDDLETON. _ 
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APPENDIX to Mr. MIDDLE TONS DEFENCE. 


* . 


— — — 


To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, e. &c. 


| Sir, | | | | 7% OOTY 

by the Nabob Vizier, informing 

= you of his compliance with the only points that remained unhniſhed of his part of the late 

agreement made with you, by having changed the mode of the receipt of his revenues, now or- 
dered to be all paid at the Huzzoor to the Miniſters, by whom all the Tuncawdars and Mooteye- 
nah, &c. are to be paid, the Nabob firſt paying himſelf the expences of his private purſe, eſtimated 


at the medium receipts of the laſt three years. 


I have, in confirmation of the above-mentioned letter, received one from the Miniſter, inform- 


ing me of the accompliſhment of this reſorm. From which, with the total reſumption: of all 


Jagheers, which is now perfectly completed, I have every reaſon ta hope for the moſt beneficial 


refult, and that every part of this government will now be in a ſtate of regularity and tranquility 
never before experienced, Ps e | 


allo - 


( 81 4 


I alſo truſt, that you will now deem every wiſh: expreſſed in your inſtructions to me fully per- 


formed. 
I have the honour to. be, with great reſped, | 
boyd | fb a * ; Hs”: 6 Ys 
Lucknow, 5 Your moſt obedient 


the 11th Febry. 1782. 


humble ſervant, | 


| (signed) NATHL. MIDDLETON. 
A true copy. | 


Nathl. Middleton. 


"IJ * 


Tranſlation of a LETTER from HYDER BEG CAWN to Mr. MIDDLETON. 


I have been honoured with your letter of the 1 Rubbee ul awol. You write, © that, corre- 
< ſpondent to the tenor of the Purwannahs iſſued to the Aumils by his Highneſs, in conformity 
<« to the treaty, to remit. their revenue to the Preſence, that the pay of the Mooteyna and. Tun- 
& kadars might in future be iſſued from thence, I alſo ſhould iſſue my orders.” Correſpondent to 
his Highneſs's Perwannahs, I have written letters to the Aumils. In future, the pay of the Moo- 
teyna and Tuncawdars will not be iſſued by the Aumils, but by the officers of Government at 

the Preſence appointed for that purpoſe. It is expedient that you alſo notice this to the Aumils in 
the ſame manner. . „ . | 1 N | 


A true tranſlation, | | F 
(Signed) NATHL. MIDDLETON. 


_—— 
A 


— 


To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, &c. &. 
Sir, | 5 | F 


Upon the ſpirit of your former orders, relative to the appointment of a detachment under Sir 
John Cumming, for the ſupport and protection of the Vizier's internal Government, and your ſub- 
ſequent letters, declaratory of your 'ſ{enſe of the footing on which the ſubſidiary brigade muſt be 
underſtood to remain with his Excellency, IJ have had repeated converſations with the Miniſters, 
endeavouring to ſhew the impropriety of making detachments from the frontier brigade, originally 
intended ſolely for the Nabob's dominions againſt a foreign enemy, for the affiſtance of the Au- 
mils, or rather ordinary ſervices of the collections, and to convince them of the impoſſibility of 
continuing that practice, now that the whole effective force of the country was reduced to one 
brigade, without perverting the obvious deſign of its eſtabliſhment, and thereby riſking conſe- 
quences to the Honourable Company's arms, and his Excellency's government, which it equally 
behoved them and myſelf to avoid; as, from the ea for ſuch aid, the nature of the 
ſervice, and the very remote diſtance to which the troops were occaſionally ſent, neither the ne- 
ceſlary attention to their difcipline could be paid, nor their re-junction effected upon any emer- 
gency, which might call for the immediate exertion of the whole force of the brigade. 


Having ſucceeded in the impreſſion which I wiſhed to make on the Miniſters, and the reduction 
which has been made in the Nabob's Mooteyna troops ftrengthening the grounds I had argued 
upon, I availed myſelf of this opportunity to propoſe an eſtabliſhment of the Honourable Com- 
pany's troops, which ſhould at once obviate the neceſſity of applying to the ſubſidiary brigade 
for aſſiſtance, and enable the Nabob to make ſtill further reduction on his n and Se- 
bundy eſtabliſnments.— Three regiments, with their guns and complete artillery eſtabliſhments, 
I am of opinion, would anſwer this purpoſe; and the Miriflers are now fo thoroughly convinced 
of the utility of it, that they have authorized me to ſubmit the meaſure to your conſideration, 
with an affurance that they will chearfully co-operate with me in carrying it into immediate exe- 
cution, ſhould it meet with your approbation. e | 


To leave as little as poſſible for future diſcuſſion, and that no diſpute might ariſe about the 
payment of this eſtabliſhment, I propoſed a ſubſidy of 25,000 rupees per menſem for each re- 
giment, or 75,000 for the whole; which terms will be agreed to, and I hope be deemed fatisfac- 
tory by you, as they will be fully adequate to every poſſible expence of the eſtabliſhment, with- | ; 
out ſtaff or commanding officer, which I prefume you will not conſider neceſſary, as the regi- 
ments muſt of courſe always be ſtationed and employed ſeparately, to make them anfwer the pur- — 
poſe for which they are intended. 5 3 — 5 


I loſe 


[ 12 J 


I loſe not a moment, Sir, in communicating this propoſed arrangement to you in its preſent 
ſtage, that I may immediately receive your ſentiments and commands upon it ; and I am happ 
in the opportunity which it at the ſame time affords me, of evincing pf ta the attention whic 
has been paid to your orders reſpecting the reduction of the Nabob's Mooteyna, as well as the 
inſtant beneficial effect of them, ſince the expence of the eſtabliſhment I now propoſe is to be 
defrayed from that fund, without the ſmalleſt additional charge to the Nabob's Government. 


I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Sir 5 
Lucknow, 8 Vour moſt obedient 
the 10th March 1782. and moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) NATHL. MIDDLETON. 


True copy. 
. (Signed) Nathl. Middleton. 
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To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, &c. &c. 
5 5 3 „ 1 # | 
I have received the honour of your commands, under date the 27th February. 


I had carried the original treaty down with me, in obedience to your orders of the 19th Decem- 
ber; but, having determined, upon receipt of your firſt above mentioned letter, to return immedi- 


ately to my ſtation, I have brought it back with me, and ſhall now forward it by the firſt ſafe 
© CONVEYANCE. Ee | PT | 


In obedience' to the explanation you require of the general aſſertion, that the objects of the late 
treaty have been fulfilled, I now proceed to recapitulate unitedly what I have hitherto in detached 
letters taken the liberty of ſubmitting to you; and for regularity, I ſhall take up the paragraphs of 
your inſtructions accompanying the Chunar treaty, in the order they ſtand. | 


Par. 1ſt, requires the execution of the ſeveral articles of the treaty, being five in number. 


The firſt has been fully effected, by the complete payment of all arrears, and the march of the 
temporary and cavalry brigade into the provinces. Nothing remains but the return or adjuſtment 
of the value of the ſtores furniſhed by the Nabob when the temporary brigade was firſt eſtabliſhed, 
of which only nine pieces of field artillery have yet been returned by Colonel Morgan. The in- 


cloſed is a letter from the Nabob upon the ſubject. 


| Mr. Wombwell's office has been fully paid off and diſcharged, and all the arms and ſtores of the 
different corps delivered to the Nabob ; and aſſets for the payment of the extra regiment ſtationed 
at Lucknow, included the aſſignments for the current year. | 1 eg 


The ſecond article relates to the reſumption of the Jaguire lands.—This has been fully effected. 
— The three moſt conſiderable are now under my charge — The Bow Begum, Salar Jung, and Le- 
tafut Ally Cawn's ;—a meaſure I was driven to enforce, on account of the mode in which the firſt 


reſumption of the Jaguires was conducted, which, by leaving the refumed lands in the farm of 


thoſe who before held them on behalf of the Jaguirdars, little more than a ſhadow of the intended 


change was effected. 


2: 4 15 * 838 „ 2 
The fourth article, as far as regarded this office, was fulfilled here. 
| The fifth and laſt account, being only a proviſion for a future eventual contingency, was liable to 
no exertion here. e 6 7 


The counterpart of the treaty being the arrangements which the Nabob pledged himſelf to effect 
towards introducing ceconomy into his finances, conſiſting chiefly in three points—the reduction 
and regulation of his Mooteyenah troops, the ſeparation of his private purſe from the public 
funds, and placing the latter under the ſeparate management of the Miniſters.— The firſt of 


' theſe meaſures is in as great forwardneſs as it is poſſible, pay and muſter maſters having been 


appointed to the whole, and the ſaving already made produced a fund equal to defray the eſtabliſhed 
charge of three regiments, as propoſed in my addreſs of the Toth inſtant. The other, of ſepa- 
rating and limiting the privy purſe, was immediately effected upon my return here from Chunar, and 
with that, the ſeparate public funds placed under the Miniſters. | : 
hs A now 


EI 


1 now proceed to the continuation of the paragraphs of your letter of inſtructions. 


The 2d, is only claiming my implicit obedience to what follows ; to fulfil which has been and ſhall 
be my conſtant ſtudy. 1 0 


The 3d paragraph is a recapitulation of the chief object of the treaty, being the ſhorteſt poſ- 
ſible liquidation of the Nabob's debt to the Honourable Company. To this purpoſe I have ſecured 
aſſignments, which I deem adequate to the full diſcharge of all demands by the end of the preſent 
Fuſſullee year, which, conſidering the greatnefs of the aggregate amount, is, I apprehend, as ſoon 
as have been expected. | YN | 


The 4th paragraph is partly anſwered above.— The reduction has chiefly been in the infantry, 
ſo as to bring in our troops to ſupply the deficiency ; upon which ſubject my propoſal is before you. 
The corps under this denomination here are chiefly Nudjeebs, and employed for the garriſons of the 
Aumils Forts, Kutcherries, and Tanahs. The corps of cavalry could not ſo eaſily be diminiſhed, or 
immediately reformed. They conſiſt moſtly of Mogols, entertained for the ſtate and perſonal ſecurity 
of the Aumils, who they generally attend in perſon : And, ſuch is the refractory diſpoſition of the 
people, who have never yet been properly controuled, that, was not ſome immediate viſible ſtanding 
force with the Aumil, at his command, to enforce his orders, he would neither be reſpected or obey- 
ed, and conſequently unable to fulfil the duties of his charge. 


The Sebundy is a ſeparate eſtabliſhment from the two above-mentioned, being a charge of gene- 
rally about four per cent. upon the collections of the different Aumils, for a duty executed by a 
ſet of Peons, not military diſciplined men, who are ſtationed upon the crops and fields, all over the 
country, for their protection. Theſe, from the nature and preſent ſtate of this government, appear to 
me abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary for the collections, and can neither be embodied or formed 
into any regular fixed eſtabliſhment ; but the new year will afford an opportunity of reducing their 
numbers, and of bringing this part of the plan into greater perfection. | 


The 5th paragraph, regulating the mode of paying the Mooteynah, has been completely eſtabliſhed, 

notwithſtanding the complaints and obſtruction brought againſt it by the Aumils, who are by it ſub- 
ject to a check and controul which they are not pleaſed. with, and deprived of an ideal proportion of 
authority over their men, by the interference of the Pay and Muſter Maſter. 


To the 6th paragraph, which regards the Nabob's choice vf officers, I have ny to obſerve, that 
no vacancies have occurred which can-have afforded room for an exertion of its clauſe. 


The 7th, regarding the choice of Aumils, can only come under execution at the commencement - 
of the year, when Aumils are named. The few inſtances of change, which have accidentally occur- 
red by the reſumption of the Jaguire, have been conducted under the ſpirit of this order. 


Upon the 8th paragraph I have written a ſtrong letter to the Nabob, recommending moſt earneſt 
to him to eſtabliſh courts of juſtice throughout his dominions, beginning of a Sudder-ul Hukkal, 
the capital; of the effect whereof I ſhall hereafter. inform you. I have not urged an inſtant 
adoption of the plan, as it appears more mentioned as a.point you wiſh to be brought about by 
degrees, than expect to ſee immediately inforced. Nor is the Government here yet ſufficiently 


regulated to promiſe juſt now the beneficial conſequences which are the objects of ſuch an inſtitu- 
tion. | | | | | | 


The 9th paragraph conveys a diſeretionary power, eventually to be exerciſed, an occaſion for 
which hath not hitherto occurred. rb | | 


. notice directed by the Toth paragraph, has been publickly given to every perſon coming 
under its deſcription, who have ſignified their having received the order. | | 


) es Lay. EORrT poo L3r ws Wop 


Truſting that from this explanation, you will be ſatisfied that I have done all that the time I 
have had, and the circumſtances I have been under, would admit, I remain, with profound re- 


ſpect, | | Sir, 
SET Lucknow, 5 Your moſt obedient, and 
the 25th March, 1782. = moſt humble ſervant, TID 
— (Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON. 
True Copy. ENT 
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To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, ke. Se. 


Sir | | 
I was duly honoured with your commands of the 24th July, which a neceſſary reference to Luck- 
now prevented my replying to before. | „%%% rg nee 


I have already had the honour to inform you, that your orders have been repeatedly notified to all 
the unlicenſed Gentlemen reſiding at Lucknow, who ſeverally aſſured me of their obedience thereto ; 
and when I left that place, the end of June laſt, ſome had taken their departure, and the reſt appear- 
ed to be preparing with all poſſible ſpeed. | 


I learn from Mr Johnſon, that on receipt of your letter, Meſſrs. Scott, Marſack, Carvalho; 
and Darell, were yet at Lucknow. The two former gentlemen were poſitively to depart by the 
end of this month at furtheſt, and Meflrs. Marſack and Carvalho were then on the point of ſetting 
out. Captain Darell, whoſe health, Tam informed, is till in a very indifferent ſtate, having your per- 
miſſion, will remain till the end of the rains. | \ 9 8 


Beſides the above-mentioned gentlemen, Mr. Robert Grant and Mr. Bird, are, I underſtand, re- 
ſident at Furruckabad; but I have not ſignifed your orders to them, being uncertain how far they 
might be conſidered to fall under their deſcription. Theſe are the dependants of our Government 
that I know of, refiding within the Vizier's juriſdiction, without public appointments, or the expreſs 
licence of the Board. | | 


I beg leave to aſſure you, Sir, that I never made any promiſe whatever to Mr. Scott, or gave 


him any hopes of continuing at Lucknow, excepting ſuch as he might have derived from my confent- 
ing to forward a recommendation to you in his behalf. | | | 


Lhave the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 


True copy. (Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON. 


Nath. Middleton. 


bm. Sn WS... "— _ > y 2 


The NABOB's TREATY or AGREEMENT. with the HONOURABLE 


the GOVERNOR GENERAL. 
Original in the Perfian Language, was figned and ſealed by his Excellency. 


Having on my behalf agreed to the requſition of the Nabob Vizier, without diminution or re- 
ſerve, I muſt now repeat the requeſt which I before verbally made to him, that he will be pleaſed to 
attend to ſuch propoſals as I hall have to make to him; and to theſe I expect his aſſent the more 
readily, as they have for their ultimate object his intereſt alone, that of the Company being no 
further concerned than in the influence which they will eventually have in the payment of the debt 
dye from the Nabob to the Company; I therefore recommend him to reduce the great number of 
his Sibundy and other troops to regular and complete eſtabliſhment, not to be paid by aſſignments 
of revenue, but in money from the treaſury, and their number not to exceed the certain means of pay- 
ing them ; but as this may be difficult, without making a ſeparation of the Nabob's public and private 
funds, I further recommend, that he receive into his private purſe no more than a fixed monthly ſum 
for the expences and houſehold, and that the remainder of the nett collections be left in a public trea- 


ſure, under the management of his public minifters, and the inſpection of the Reſident, for the 41 
charge of of his military and eivil diſburſement. f emen ere gol 


* 


This advice is not meant to affect the aſſignments annually made, and which muſt be annually re- 


.ceivgd, for the payment of the paſt debt, and the current demands of the Company. 


A true copy. | 
(Signed) MATH. MIDDLETON. 


8 To 


tis ] 


To Mr. NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, RESIDENT at the COURT of the NABOB: 


Having on the 19th inſtant entered into certain engagements with the Nabob Vizier, tending ta 
relieve his finances of a burden they were no longer able to ſuſtain, with ſundry other clauſes, the 


execution of which is entruſted to you, I hexewith encloſe an authentic copy of the ſame for your 
guidance. EE | | | 


The Nabob, on his behalf, has ſubſcribed and ſealed an agreement, in your preſence, and in the 


your 
preſence of Mr. Richard Johnſon and Hyder Beg Cawn, reſpecting the adminiſtration of his affairs, 
of which I alſo traſmit you an authentic cop. | | 


To theſe papers, and to the points conſequently and neceſſarily dependant on them, I think it ne- 


ceſlary to add the following inſtructions, to which I require your moſt implicit obedience. 


I need ſcarcely inform you that my chief object, in my negociations with the Nabob, has been to 
induce and aft him to bring his Government and finances into ſuch regularity, as to prevent 
his: alliance being a clog inſtead of an aid to the Company, and to enable him to diſcharge his 
debt in the ſhorteſt time poſſible. 'T'o this end, the moſt effential point is to limit and ſeparate 
his perſonal diſburſements from the public accounts ; they muſt not, in their total annual 
amount, exceed what he has received in any of the laſt three years :—This amount, in twelve 
equal parts, ſhould be paid him monthly out of the firſt receipts, and the remainder of the 
nett collections placed ately in a public treaſury, from whence his public, military, and 
civil eſtabliſnment muſt be paid, under the ſole management and controul of the miniſters, with 
your concurrence. It is of courſe to be underſtood, that this has no connection, and is in no ſhape 
to interfere with the Company's aſſignments, and the collection upon them, which are to be con- 
ducted as uſual : and as, by the addition of the Jaguire lands, with their revenues, to the Na- 
bob's regular collections, his income will, or ought to be, conſiderably increaſed, I ſhall expect 
2 the whole of the exceſs be appropriated to the diſcharge of the Nabob's debt to the 


After ſettling the amount of the perſonal diſburſements of the Nabob Vizier, and his houſehold, 
the next ax that will require your exertions, towards the general arrangement of the public charges, 
is the reform of the eſtabliſhed and Muttaena troops, reducing them into an eſtabliſhed corps for the 
whole ſervice. If this corps could be brought to conſiſt ſolely of cavalry, it would beſt anſwer mutual 


benefit, leaving no infantry in the Nabob's ſeryice, but what may be neceſſary for his body guard; 


and to fupply the deficiency, ſnould any occur in ſuch an arrangement, our infantry may be employ- 
ed where infantry are wanted. : | 8 


The corps reformed and eftabliſhed, their pay muſt be iſſued from the public treaſury ;—no 
aſſignments upon the revenues to be in future granted them, and thoſe already iflued to be re- 
called. To complete this, all numbers above what the real ſervice may require, or the actual nett 


receipts may be adequate to the full payment of, muſt be diſbanded as faſt as the arrears can be 
paid off. | | i | 


- —- - — 8 -» 


The Nabob will ſelect and appoint his own commanders ; but if he ſhould nominate improper 
perſons, ſuch as the men commonly known by the name of Orderlies, or other deriving their in- 
"Auence from them, or of known diſaffection to our government, you are in fuch caſe to remonſtrate 
againſt ; and if the Vizier ſhall perſiſt in his choice, you are peremptorihy, and in my name, to oppoſe 
it as a breach of his agreeement. 1 a = 


For the management of the collections, the M inifters, withyour co ncurrence, are to chuſe all 
Aumils and Collectors, and in their choice to be guided by the reſponſibility, good repu- 
tation, and known ability of the perſons they elect, that, as far as poſſible, changes ſhould be 
ayoided. . | he, | : 


Much is to be faid, though little may now ſuit, upon the ſubject of the diſtribution of juſtice in 
the Nabob's dominions. For the preſent, I limit myſelf to direct you to urge the Nabob to endea- 
vour gradually, if it cannot be done at once, to eſtabliſh courts of Adaulet throughout his diftricts ; 
the IFarazes, Moulovies, and other officers of which armſt be feloQed, as in the caſe of the Aumils, 

by the Miniſters, with your concurrence. The want of theſe courts is equally hurtful to the Re- 
nue, Government, and reputation of the Nabob. 


In conſequence of che diſturbances which the rebellions exaruple of Rajah Chyte Sing has 
cauſed in the Nabob Vizier's eountry;. I have jnſtrufted Colonel Morgan to affiſt you, on the requi- 
ſition of the Vizier, communicated by you to him, or at your own ſingle application, if any caſe 


of 


[16 ] 


of emergency ſhall make it needful, with ſuch detachments as may be neceſſary, excluſively of 
the regiment of Sepoys which is ſtipulated to remain with you at Fen Nd This power you 
are not to uſe but in caſe of the moſt urgent and manifeſt neceſſity. It is directed, that the re- 
ne ordered for the immediate protection of your office and perſon at Lucknow, ſhall be re- 

eved every three months, and during its ſtay there, ſhall act ſolely and excluſively under your 


orders. 


— 


It is finally my poſttive order, that you do not permit any Britiſh ſubje&, or others, claiming the 
name and protection of the Company, to reſide at Lucknow, or within any part of the dominions of 
the Nabob Vizier, except the officers and ſoldiers of the army acting in their duty, and ſuch perſons 
as are officially appointed to remain there; and that ſuch as are now at Lucknow, or in any other 

part of his dominions, not falling within the deſcription of the above exception, you give x th no- 

tice in writing that they quit the country, allowing them a reaſonable time, not exceeding three 
months, to ſettle their affairs; and in caſe of their refuſal, you are to inform the Nabob thereof, that 
he may uſe his authority to compel them to depart. 1 ED 1 dat e 


} 


C | | Jam, Sir, | 

23d September, 1781. © Yeur moſt obedient . 

: | | | „ % (/// oo bot ae DS ater: 
A true copy. (Signed). WARREN HASTINGS. 


{Signed) . Nath. Middleton, | e e eb 


Q 


Ta the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, Ke. Ke, 


It appearing, by a letter received from your Accomptant General, dated 23d Auguſt, 1781, that the 
Nabob's debt to the Honourable Company, agreeable to his ſtatement, exceeds the amount at 
which it ſtands at my office, owing to entries made in the account at the Preſidency, never before 
communicated to this ſtation, I have deemed it expedient, although unauthorized by the ſanction of 
your orders, to avail myſelf of aſſets nearly equal to that exceſs, and ſhall retain them while the ac- 
counts go through the examination of the Nabob's Officers; for which purpoſe they have been deli- 
vered to them, and as ſoon as they have finiſhed, and given me their report upon them, which they aſſure 
me ſhall be in a very few days, I ſhall do. myſelf the honour to lay it before you, in order to ob- 
tain your final inſtructions for the liquidation. Ry OE 


Rs PRES COPS * 

I have the honour to be, with the greateſt Tefpet, —* 
the 21ſt February, 1782. You met VT 
At rr (Signed) NATH. MDDLETON. 
Nath, Middleton, . C 1185 


1 — 


To die HONOURALE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, and the 
IEM RERS of the SUPREME COUNCIL, FORT WILLIA Ä. 


; Honourable Sir, and Sirs, % ator 
I have been honoured with the receipt of your commands of the 11th July, direQing, 


tt. Sundry entries to be made in the Nabob Vizier's accounts, as additional claims upon his 
Excellency, ariſing from a difference of the ſtatement of his balance on the 3oth April, 1781. 


_ 2dly. Exprefling your ſurprize that I ſhould have limited my aſſignments for. the current year 
to 1 4 58 — while T had information, in the middle of October, that 26, 48, 57 1. 3. 8. was claimed 
as a difference of balance on the 3oth April, 1780, and acknowledged on the face of my own. ac- 
count 55,28, 512. 12. 1. making together a ſum of 81, 77,084, 7-—unprovided. for in the aſſign- 
( K—— ES 224 | 117 9 . 


2dly. Noticing a negle& of the preſcribed line of my duty, in having omitted to prepare and lay 
before the Honourable Board, eſtimates of demands and drafts of aflignments for the year 11893 
ewing to which omiflion, you could now only ſpeak upon them from accidental information” oo, 


Acc. Re- 


161 


| ho be fulfilled re the of exrrent 1189, by 
mores wet * a e 1 


a W ee 
EE 80 ae & the Nabob's finances" had rectiyed 
enable hy Torrent EI AE een A ; ee 


| blerving that have received no of the Tunkaw upon Furrucka 8 ve 
e Oberring the cant in 1 addreſs, either to fe Board fb e General; N u why : never 


my xn the payment | withheld may havey ee from an bange taken by the Nabgb Muzz after | | 
ung, 9 Waden with the Nabob Vizier, you direct, in fuc key ke 1 immediately afford 
xt ee eee eee e oy tp] jim ror Mus- 
eſſe Jung 5 and exprefily to withdraw all other interference with that trad Nel 


In reply to thefe ſeveral heads, which F have numbered for the ue of perficnity , I muft beg lea 
to ſolicit the attention of your Honourable Board to the particular dune I ſhall fubmit'ts 


your RD enn rately 8 in the order in which N 


iſt, v direAions reſpecti the entries in the Nabob Vizier's accounts. 
2 manner following: An the accounts of the current year 1189, I fall be pan entering 
of the new claim as may fall within the fum of rupees 26, 


ference of belance firſt ated to me, þ pra AP os i th 
rence ance communica to me, u, in 2 of your commtan 
middle of October; the remaining fourteen ks (ite whole c jim being fo * lacks) I r 
adding to the current demands for the Year 1199 and 1 am encoura oc to hops you approve the 


o propoſe this ditinAion, i | Wa fable th 3 whole entry | me- 
a iu 775 


diately, as are pleaſed to direct Fhey are theſe : TH your 8 148 5 
before me, pon me t relive the hm of rape r biens | 
to in regular courſe ; and i in other lette r Ul bc 


e e 
Ter c or hold me reponlit 2 1 Fr, ede n of this | 25 within the term 


the expiration of the current year: if, therefore, I do not hold it ſepargted from the general 5 
now tranſmitted, T cannot TA 00 to what Thave undertaken and een Sap, fo to mY rately, an 
ſhould involve and confound the . with which —_ 15 8 A uo rounds of 
my having had fufficient previous notice of kit 2 * nvige amount 
or exiſtence, before the —44 of your letter. 5 d Were I tou i the whale jj in the t 
Fear, I ſhould, whil oely accepting; or meant to be the | 
be ut information of, _— _ root ln a balance this 
which proof I ro ire under th reſerve here And, Real, Were I now to in- 
ke hs tt HO If forty lacks, it „ | e And wich the above So, 
it would be of no benefit qr uſe, as the K of it i rome $0 hand at a tine when 
can undertake it from a country where oy = 


and exchufively from 2 Bus 
annual crops, Kherif and Rubby, both of which co off the 8 before hs 


commands, and no ſeparate fund exiſting to recur to, in default of the collections —4 pon Rete 


ounds T to ſtand exc and meet in e for this fmall and immaterial Arien; in che 
E Wor Ole the n with any poſſible detriment or 


prejudicial co uence to the Ho ble Company, the periods of the new and the old years be- 
N (Ya ouſly before us, "that the dif Fr F ine bepyeen the divided entries . cannot 
e minhy days. c 


the al heal, 7. mot cave to refer n addreſs of 
. Bo hs | | water lp le. clude = number in this packet t, — * my 
reaſon for a temporary limitation of the aff gnment for this of ' rupee 
76,37,458 3 viz. my expectations, from the ds me by tlie Nabob a0 his Minifters, 
of a ſupply from Fayzabad, 8 to the liquidation of the balance of his Excellency's acebur 
With the . le S aS Apparent upon the face of m nog account for 1188 ; which 
expectation in the re oyed to haye been well founded. The ſum of 26,48, $71. 3. 8. ad- 
1 Rim. arifing wilt joe the difference between the 6 of the Honourable of hers 
as ſtate by yo 2 Accomptant General, and the Reſident's of the 3oth April 1780, was 
— inc in the 'then arrangement, for reaſons which, 1 truſt, will claim the conſideration of 
the Facets Board. Firſt, from the ſituation of the Ne Vizier's country and finances at 
the beginning of the current year, as ſet forth in m Sgt addreſſes at that ried, but particu- 
larly in two, of the 17th and 20th of October laft , of which, to ſave the Honourable Board 
18 T beg leave to tranſmit copies. I was forced to defer taking aſh 8 for = balance 
"hg len Nabob ſhould recover ſo much of his paternal eſtate at Fayzabad ; op rn 


| the 225 ee were of equal fqrce againſt including any other balance in the firſt | 

affi ts, Which were eee 2 anſwer the A current diſburſements. But then 
nably may be expected to folley, the queſtion, Why not at leaſt have taken a bond for this 

as Ln] as the balance of 1188 Fo this TOY hoe in the Tecond place, to anſwer, That 


together 


5 8 


0L. H 
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together wich the information of this claim, unſupported and unſanctified by any order of the 
Hondurable Board, ſignifying their approbation of it, or their intention that it ſhould. be brought 
to the Nabob's debit, until it had undergone the 'uſual forms of examination in his Excellency's 
offices, and obtained his ſanction, which had been the caſe with all former demands, I received 
a notice that it was liable to a reduction or diminution of meat one half its amounts and upon 
hing it before the Nabob and his Miniſters, they ſtated a counter claim, which: has been. referred 
by his Excellency to the Honourable the Governor General, and promiſed to be equitably conſi- 
dered. From the ſeveral objections to this amount as a decided claim, I. truſt the Honourable 
Board will not hold me deſerving of cenſure, for not realizing it, but will, on the contrary, be inclined 
+ to allow, that upon receipt of their order, now:before me, I have gene every. juſt, length, in de- 
manding and. obtaining from the Nabob a conditional depoſit of the money, While the heads f 
the claim undergo, inveſtigation. . His Excellency. has granted me aſſignments for the amount, 
which I have pledged and mortgaged ine, Collections of to Gapaul Dafs Sah, and other Shroffs, 
| who have agreed to advance the full amount upon the 'above-mentioned affighments. I ſhall have 
the honour. of remitting the amount within the year, which is: the period ſtipulated hy your, Board 
er rd 1 es MN 


* 4 
, 4 4 7 277 


The Nabob's counter claim, as already communicated. to the Governor General, by the original 
of the encloſed duplicate, is for ſtores, horſes, ordnance, &c.; and I have authority from his 
Excellency to inform you; that he agrees to refer. to · the evidence of the returns of your own Com- 
miſſaries, and the eſtimation of your Board of Ordnance, or to; wave all amount and evalution 
upon return of the actual or equivalent ſtores. Upon this head, I would ſubmit one, further 
propoſition, which is, that it appears the Honourable Company have ſtill a further claim, ſor a 
difference of balance to April 3oth 1781 (about fourteen lacks): at leaſt equivalent in its aggre- 
gate to the amount of the Nabob's counter claim; that the examination and adjuſtment take 
place upon this laſt account, and the payment of the 26, 48,571, 3. 8. be concluded and received 
a8 a Fall and final payment to the date it alludes to, viz. the 30th April 1780. I haye no doubt 
of being able to bring the Nabob to agree to this adjuſtment, if this ſhould, as I think it wall, 
meet with your approbation. In this cafe, I muſt-requeſt you will: be pleaſed to order your Ac- 
comptant General to ſeparate the amount particular and general of this ſecond claim from the 
former; and here, from a knowledge of your juſtice, and a conſequent conviction that you only 
mean to charge the Nabob with the real exceſs proved to he due from him, after deducting the 
amount of any well-founded counter claim, I beg leave to recommend, that you direct your 
Accomptant Ceneral to draw. up this difference of balance in two ſeparate ſtatements, each agree- 
ing with the other; one being that as it now ſtands, drawn up to the -3oth April 1781, the other 
dloſing the ſtatement on the zoth September 1780, and. from thence. on to N April 1781. 
The reaſon of my propoſing this check is, that the Nabob's account being all cloſed in Septem- 
ber, it is much eaſier for him and his officers to comprehend, admit, or anſwer a ſtatement cor- 
reſponding with the period of their own accounts, than one totally irreconcileable with it. Should 
you be pleaſed to think this a reaſonable Indulgence, I would ſolicit this adjuſted ftatement to be 
22 125 ba September 1779 and September 1780, as well as thoſe already made to April 1780 and 


The Zd paragraph ſtands anfwered in the firſt lines of my reply to the ſecond; as in the 
addreſs I there allude to, I ſubmitted a ſtatement of the nature of that you ſuppoſe to have been 
omitted. In further exculpation of myſelf, beg leave to recall to your memory, that on the ,x5th 
March 1781 I was inſtructed, through the Acting Secretary, to correſpond upon all ſubjects of ac- 
counts with the Comptroller of the Offices, who being a member of your Honourable Board, I con- 
= cluded it became unneceſſary to trouble you with repetitions on thoſe ſubjects, eſpecially as, in obe- 
i dience to orders, I regularly tranſmitted duplicates. of all my accounts to the Accomptant General, 
. until he informed me it was unneceſſary and ſuperfluous, from the copies forwarded to the Comp- 

troller ultimately coming into his office. But 7 7 pi conceiving it to be your intention, ad- 

dreſs the Board directly and ſeparately upon. whatever I may in future tranſmit to the Comptroller of 


* 


Ath, I am new preparing. the. eſtimates for the new year; which only wait your deciſion upon the 


| | 58 propoſals in the third paragraph of this letter, to be completed and laid before you. 


Upon the 5th article of your commands, I have the pleaſure, in alleviation of this diſappointment 
you apprehend, to inform you, that have, as per incloſed Treaſury account, not only realized the total 
amount of the aſſignments. taken at the beginning of the year, but alſo an additional ſum equal to 
a complete diſcharge of the exceſs. of diſburſement beyond the amount eſtimated. at the commence- 
ment of the year; which I have thus early effected, by raiſing the amount upon the balances of the 
alignments, which always run in their final adjuſtment two months at leaſt into the new. year, as 
all former accounts will teſtify ; and this advance I have extended to the amount diſburſed, in- 
cluding the exceſs beyond the eſtimated.ſum above-mentioned. This meaſure will, I flatter myſelf, _ 
prove acceptable to the Honourable Board, as it will enable me to make very conſiderable remittances 
much within the period of the final accuſtomary adjuſtment. I muſt aver, that I have been able t 
f : | 7 . accompliſh 


LEI 


* 
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e this ꝗ—— Shraffs that, I ſhould! receive the) dort from the Ho- 
-nourable Board, in enacting ſuch meaſures as: ſhall appear neceſſary. to n m the iN 
4 ear one of the ee and Wann bapende have your 15 Leeden and fanQion. 


„pen the 6th article, dhe Honourable: Bat bg anticipated my. teply, by 3 to * 
| they conjecture may have been the -cauſe of the total failure in the collections from Furruckabad, 
which was, as they have e apa, an improper advantage taken by Muzzuffer. «Jung of the 
mediation employed with: the;Nabob- Vizier in his bebalf, I have theref 7 immediately upon re- 

ceipt of your orders, withdraum all mediation and interference vrhich ſtood between the Nabob 
Vixier and the collection of the tribute from Furruckabad, and Le the aſſiſtance directed, 
by ſending a regiment to ſupport che Sezawal appointed bychis Excelleney for the collection of the 
tribute of the * ; and have added my inſtructions to the ſame agent 30 collect the · aſſign- 
ment of ſeven and a half lacks: firſt abeve- mentioned, upon che, tribute and 'balanges due to the end 
of the current year; and as Lhave anticipated the ſucceſs of this truſt, by raiſin 4 this amount 
among the other balances as above ſtated, I have the ſatisfaction to reflect, that the Honourable 
Board will not even feel the inconveniency: IgE ive e N N een in favour of 
| ANGEL eee enger x e vir | | 


* ** 85 4 
5 4 3 


I- may be proper to . ae — * of diſuremens ngen he þ hen 8 3 
We, from two cauſes; the firſt: was, That the troops , Ghur and Mr. Wombwell's 
office and eſtabliſhment. received their pay and N beyond the date ſtipulateil. by treaty 
| (upon: which- the: eſtimate was made) becauſe-the :Nabob's finances not being adequate to the imme- 
diate diſcharge of their balances; and this heing a previous condition of the 850 their pay and 

-uſual diſburſement went on until they could be fully paid up. Secondly, The army debts were 
rated in the eſtimate at ſwe lacks, and have in the reſult much exceeded that ſum, which un- 
-avoidably-cauſed the diverſion of aſſets to that channel, which were expreſsly gran ted and intended 
for other purpoſes. This unforeſeen accumulation of the army debt, and The -þ0 -preference:which' it 
was my duty to ſhew to the. Honourable Company's claims, have neceſſarily retarded the payment of 

the late Vizier's promiſed donation to the 2d brigade; which I hope will meet your approbation, as 
that ſum, as well as: the fourteen dacks unliquidated of the Honourable Company's new claim, will 


be an eaſy proviſion, with the . 4 ws 3 1 full amount a A GET 1. have 
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Jam willing to flatter myſell, e — R Tuna I ſhall appear to have * myſelf of 
the reſponſibility annexed to my office; your public- teſtimony upon. which I am the more anxious 
to merit, as the many unforeſeen and uncommon. obſtacles which have occurred in the courſe of this 


r rendered me apprehenſive that the effects of rene W's thong e 2 pe 
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When T.had laſt the honour of, 3 you, I more an once 1 8 15 wy F257 for chinking that 
the rebellion of Rajah Chyte Sing ut part of a larger and more extenſive plan, which was, 
by the good, fortune of your arrival, prematurely brought forward, before all the parties to it were 
united and properly ; in action. In ſupport of this. belief. and to prove that I am far from being. ſingle 
in the eſpouſal of it, I beg leave to trouble you. with ſome extracts from the letters I received from 
Colonel Hannay, written from the time of the firſt breaking out of the rebellion to my return to 
Lucknow. His ſituation for obtaining the knowledge he imparts, his experience, and his Judg- 
ment to guide what he advances, . muſt make his. ſentiments of weight : and authenticity. 


In his letter of the 8th of September, from Fayzabad, ſcarcely ten days after he had ſet out 
obeying the Nabob Vizier's orders, to march with his force, to: your aſſiſtance, he. writes, (That 
the whole country on the eaſt fide of the Gogra was in arms and rebellion ; his own troops 

< deſerting, and the ſingle companies ſcarcely able to join other detachments ; the forts of Gur- 

« * ruckpore, Bilma, and Dumreeagunge, taken from the Aumils by the Zemindars; ; and that even 

40 H cannot paſs; 3 ſo that? I communication | of I from his e | 
er 
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under Majgr M M®Donald, Captain Willims, and Lieutenant Gordon, * ud at mandy 
1 enry aa has more the appearance of belonging to- Cheyt 8 than the 
Vin: -Ths Begums have placed guards P to the 
« Within theſe few days Shake Chaan, with near 1000 horſe and foot, has —— from hence 
« to Benares they were raiſed here) and I muſt confeſs. that for my: on part I have no:doubt but 
« Jewar Ally and Behar Ally Khan, through their agents, have ſtirred up all the diſturbances, 
2 extend from hence to Powey Azimgur. I have ſent Hooleſbray to the Begum, to enquire 
into the reaſons of my people being prevented from going into the” 'town, Chyte Sing's being 
e to. rag troops. here, and why der forvants- attempted r 
« tranſport the Company's 32888 and horſe from Amora. I have alſo will orders 
« for ſeizing the family of Shake Chaan (above-mentioned); and when Hoolafsra uy return, I will 
e In Kh won 17g we rg Nack, and all the country on the (Weſt) fi of the Gogra, 
« between Fyzabad and Khyrab udalmy in PerfeRion l Aumile fy 8 
ars, and canon firing at- ary „eg Chy * has ſent money to Futty Saw, Ghino * 
Ajectmull, Zalem Sing, and all the refr jahs, to enable them to raiſe men. this mo- 
ment received Gordon's account the lo of 1 which puts my march to join 
out of the queſtion.—It happened by the vi b of the Foundar of Tanda, Sheemſhcer 
« Khan Achular of Behar Ally Khan, who turned his guns upon the detachment ; and an un- 
< fordable Nullah in front, and many thouſands of who had fought them all the way 
from Chowra Gaut, made the ſepoys deſpair.Zalem Sing, and Prettypaul Sing, mean to attack 
* Donald to-morrow with 2,100 men. — Bchar Khan deſerves death, as the loſs of Gor- 
<« don's detachment can only be imputed to him; his Chelah would never have acted fo 1 
< part without orders from him. Jewar Ally Khan, in the Chocke of Fyzabad, aſks every man, 85 
ho bears the appearance of a ſoldier, why he goes nec to Chyte Sing for ſervice. I mention 
< theſe circumſtances, that you may mention them to Mr: Haſtings and the Nabob, and the neceſſary + 
_ < ſteps: be immediately taken to prevent, what delay will render a very ſerious matter. A few 
< days more will kad the ferment which is here to Lucknow. If the N 1 
FETT 


ng Cpt Vitae aft, Upon arrival here, en eee 
Sr n 3 


* 3 they have been 
60 2 to this ſtep by Chee SINE, who has f ane nt gs with a co ſum of money, 
ums, 1 


<« and promiſed them great = 
ne on the oppaſite fide of the river, — Futty dar has written to all his adherents to 
ine anne Saadit Ally, and the Begums, are deeply concerned in the late buſineks, 2 


In a letter, wocived immediatcly after the above, but without date, Colonel H | 
ſays, © I have before told you how violently the Begums people inflame the preſent diſturbances ; 
and, in addition to this, the principal be and and Rajahs have all certificates under the 
« ſeal of Chyte Sing, that he will ſupply them with whatever money they may require for _ 
« ſifting all the troops they can raiſe. In a very ſhort time, I apprehend, . 
the Nabob's dominions will be in the ſtate we are in here; and it is the gen 
c man in this part af the country, that the conduct I have related is a concerted plan for "he 
« extirpation of the Engliſh. What may be the ſituation of the reſt of the Nabob's dominions I 
c know not, but it is moſt certain, that from Goonda to Manjee, and from Fyaabad to Benares 

« diſtrict, and croſs from the Gogra to the Ganges, the country is in the utmoſt ferment. Should 
« the preſent diſturbances proceed from a plan of policy, it will be concealed from you as much 
Ls as poſſible, and therefore I take all poſſible means o communicatin g to you what I really know 

cc to be fat. —I know not whether the Dawks paſs freely from you to Lucknow; but if they do 
© not, and no meaſure is immediately taken to bring abaut order, and draw the troops together, 
© we may be deprived of all poffible means of affifting one another, and the army loft by detached 
<« regiments. We have no communication with Bengal, and the troops on this ſide Benares are 

c at preſent too much ſeparated to yield one another timely aſſiſtance. 1 hope to God a dufficient 
<-force is ordered for the reduction of Chyte 3 for the 3 who are daily ſent to him, horſe 
and foot, from F. and the ſeat of re lan I have before named, io very great In his. 
next, of the 1 fays: It is impoffible, in the 8 inſurrection which now reigns almoft - 
* univerfaſly, eee gee the der rg er the N ab demanded, or to force my way to you 
<-with a tefs. The greateſt anarchy pre eg The preſent infurreQion is faid, and believed, to be 
< with an intention to expel the Engfifh.— I am compelled to give up all the country below Goonda. 
< Be upon your guard againſt the Vizier, for there are many circumftances to make me believe he 
ce means to eſpouſe we: cauſe of Cheyte Sing; ; the Begums have almoſt themſeves recruited for 


Cc him.” I» 


In his next letter of the 38th, he ſays, c If you meat d en at 1 eyery man 
in che ee is ready to fall upon your ſcattered parties. The ſtate of the Vizier's dominions 
is in general beyond defcriptian :—The inſurrection is not partial, but generally th cad through- 
< out the-whole, Hhooph it rages moft violently in the Ma of Sultanpoor, the hls from F y- 


aba to the Benares country, the I EINE ſite of the Gogra, and in Koonry Khy- | 


« rabad 


in it. 


they will put the whole country into confuſion; 5000 qmen | 


[+ Þ 


« yabad. and. Sylak.z. andy, if. L way truſt ta the information. I receive; it is already begun; and 
« will Pon 1 8 im Shajchangorez, Rohilcund, Kora, and the Doab. N already, 
« and. repeatedly, infurmei yon of the Sholttions of thoſe in. 2 in Fyzabad, which has in 
« fact been one of the great. ſaurces of the: inſutraction, and. the place, of all others in the Vi- 
« zier's dominions, which has ſupplied Chyte Sing with. the greateſt number of troops. The 
« old Begum does in the moſt open and violent manner ſupport Chyte Sing's rebellion, and the 
cc inſurrection, and the Nabob's mother's: accurſed. cunuchs are not leſs induſtrious than thoſe of 
« the Burrac Begum.— Capital examples made of Jewar Ally Khan and Behar Ally Khan would, 
“ am perſuaded, have the very beſt effeQ.””. | | 


WG -c 


On tie ah, te ſays, after re-ſfating his own imminent danger, © I have already written you fo 
« fully my reaſons of being convinced of the treachery practiſed at Fayzabad, and which, I am 
« afraid, extends to your camp, that I need ſay no more on the ſubject;“ and again mentions 
the general inſurrection. e - 


The truth. of. theſe. poſitions. I. found moſt fully proved upon my, return.; but. obſerved in. par- 
ticular, that the moff vigorous efforts were: Hmted to the Faguirdars, among whom the Begums, 
Fyzullah Cawn, and Luttafut Ally Khan, diſtinguiſhed themſelves. However, the Nabob's re- 
turn, the victories gained by the. troops with you, in the total reduction of Chyte Sing's coun- 
try, and. the march of two regiments front Cawnpote to our afſiſfarter here, have anitedly con- 
ured to reſtore matters nearly to their uſtral tramquillity. The 4 moft teceſfarify to 
de made; of the two active and! turbufent eunichs meritivnet by Colonel: Hanhay, remains Fe 
to be done, as well as of a villain now in confinement, who had aſſembled 5,000 Gorigwars, for“ 
the avowed purpoſe of reſcuing two. principal. ſtate priſoners. from their confinement with the 
Nabob, and, as it is univerfally befieved to make an attempr aporr the Treaſury, for which he 
had fixed the day of the Duſſaräh, but was moſt happily detected, ſeized only a day before by the 
vigilance of the Cutwal, arid the fact proved by papers found in his houſe. ale fpirrts of 
this ſort. be controuled the ' worſt of conſequences may be expected from the neglect, K 
whitft God avert, any freſh opportunities occur. : | 


I have the honour to be, with reſpect, 


| | Sir, 
Lucknow, | : Your moſt obedient and 
the 170% Oct I. ast an Geaſ, 
e (Signed) NATHL. MIDDLETON. 
A true copy. | 5 | 
No. 15. Quts. A, B. C, D, E, F, and G. 
5 True copies. 
N V Nathl. Middleton. 
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To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, &c. &c. 


I have juſt received intelli gence, which I think may be relied on, of the death of the Nabob 
Nudjiff Cawn. GO 1 


It is impoſſible to pronounce with certainty what may be the immediate conſequences of this 
event; the ultimate ones, I have no doubt, will be the total ſubverſion of that extenſive go- 
vernment, acquired alone by his powerful inffuence and high military character, and by which, 
rather than any effective force, he has been able hitherto to maintain it. I do not know any one 
of his partizans, whoſe talents, 1 or ſuperior influence over the reſt, are likely to create an 
abſolute and permanent authority: — Biſſentions, therefore, among the principal officers of his 
army may be 8 to enſue; and thoſe Rajahs and Chiefs, 110 have been deprived of their 
3 poſſeſflons, will ſcarcely omit fo favVourabſe an opportunity of attempting to retrieve 

lem. 1 | 


 Abdulahd Cawn, the late Miniſter, will probably be reſtored to office, and his object will natu- 

rally be the extinction of every ſhadow of Nudiif awn's power. | 

Vie the - whole, however, 1 do not apprehend from this event any conſequences which ean 

affect the Horiourable. Company's intereſts, or the ſecurity of the Nabob Vizier, unleſs Zabitt: 

8 11 it appears has lotig entertained * of attempting the recovery of his former oy 
Vor. Ul. J | | ions 
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i to be fact. —1 know not whether the Dawks paſs freely from you to Lucknow; but if they do 


s guns and horſe from Amora. I have alſo deſired ſhe will give or | 
hake Chaan (above-mentioned); and when" H returns, I Will 
Khyrabad, Sylack, and all the country on the (Weſt) ſides of the Gogra, 
y in PerfeRion 3 the Aumils flying before the Gong- 


jowlay ; they have been 
| ſum 'of money, 


le inflame the preſent diſturbances ; | 
Rajahs have all certificates under the 
« ſeal of Chyte Sing, that he will ' ſupply ey for ſub- 


4 5 | 
85 * the troops they — rr 3 * 


ce the Nabo 5 

c man in this part of the country, that the conduct I have related is a concerted plan for the 

<« extirpation of the Engliſh. What may be the ſituation of the reſt of the Nabob's dominions 1 
* know not, but it is moſt certain, that from Goonda to Manjee, and from Fyaabad to Benares 

« diſtrict, and croſs from the Gogra to the Ganges, the country is in the utmoſt ferment. Should 

<« the preſent diſturbances proceed from a plan of policy, it will be concealed from you as much 


< as poſſible, and therefore I take all poſſible means of communicating to you what really know 


2.5.8 
ih = ies. The greateſt anarchy preyalls, The preſent infurreBion is aid, and belieyed, to de 
< with an intention to expel the Enplith.-I am compelled to give up all the country below 7 
< Be upon your guard againſt the Vizier, for there are many circumſtances to make me believe he 


| & means to eſpouſe the cauſe of Cheyte Sing; the Begums have almoſt themſelves recruited for 


4 him.” 


In his next letter of the 38th, he fays, 4 If you meet but with a clieck at Benares, eyery mag 
& inthe country is ready to fall upon your ſcattered parties. The ſtate of the Vizier's dominions 


20 10 beyond deferiptian :— The infürrechien is not partial, dut generally pond through” 
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« old Begum does in the moſt open and violent manner ſupport Chyte Sing's bellen, and 1 4 
« inſurrection, and the: Nabob's mother's: accurſed. cunuchs are not leſs induſtrious than thoſe of 


« the Burrac Begum, —Clpital exartiples made of Jewar Ally Khan and Behar eg Khan would, 
« am perſuaded, have fr very beſt effect > | 


On tue 25th, he ga aſter een imminent danger, I have W written you 15 
« fully my reaſons of being convinced of the treachery practiſed "at Fayzabad, and which, * am 


ce afraid, extends to your camp, that I 5 * no more on the ſubject ;”” and Again mentions 
the general inſurrection. cath 


The truth. of. theſe. poſitions. L found 4 fully 3 upon m; return. ; but obſerved. in. par- 
ticular, that the moff vigorous efforts were Hittited to the Jaguirdafs, among whom the Begums, 
Fyzullah Cawn, and Luttafut Ally Khan, diſtinguiſhed themſelves. However, the Nabob's re- 
turn, the. victories gained by the the. troops with you, in the total 8 of Chyte Sing's coun- 


105 Camripote co our aflifferter here, have ünftscy con- 
buted to reſtore matters nearly ta their uffral travigquiflity. The a "moſt treceffiriy to 
be made, of the two active torbufentr” eumiefrs mertionect by 


dlonel Fanhiy, ae be 
to be done, as well as of a villain now in confinement, who had 1 5,000 Gorigwars 

the avowed purpoſe of * two. principal. ſtate priſoners, from their Kar penn yrs with the 
Nabob, and, as it is univerfafly N to make an attempr aporr the Treaſury, for which he 
had fixed the day of the Dufl; N bu was moſt by ug detected, ſeized only a 5 before by the 
vigilance of the Cutwal, * proved by papers found in his houſe. nleſs fpirrts of 
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To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, &c. Ke. 


I have juſt received inen gence, which I think may be relied on, of the death of che Nabob 
Nudj if Cawn. 


© a” " —— — „ 


It is impoſſible to pronounce with certainty what may be the immediate conſequences of this 
event; the ultimate ones, I have no doubt, will be the total ſubverſion of that extenſive go- 
vernment, acquired alone by his powerful inffuerice arid high military character, and by which, 

rather than any effective force, he has been able hitherto to maintain it. I do not know any one 
of his partizans, whoſe talents, 5 Bit or ſuperior influence over the reſt, are likely to create an 
abſolute aid permanent authori iſſentions, Sw among the principal officers of his 
army may be e ed to TEE and thoſe. Rajahs and Chiefs, Ry been deprived of their 


3 poſſeſſlo * en omit ſo favourable: an opportunity of E to retrieve 
lem. 


Abdulahd "WIG the late Miniſter, wil 11 robably be reſtored to offioe, and his «je will natu- 
rally be the extinction of every ſhadow of Nudjiff Cawn's power. 


9 the whole, kowever, 1 do not apprehend from this event any conſequences which ean 
the” Horiourabls Com * s intereſts, or the ſecurity of the Nabob Vizier, unleſs Zabitt: 


Caen, who it appears Has ong entertained views of attempting the recovery of his former poſſeſ- 
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- will no doubt aſcertain it. 


F 


ſions in Rohilcund, ſhould be prevailed on to conſider this a favourable occaſion to proſecute 
them. In ſuch an evont, I ſhould think it very probable he would be joined by Fazoola Cawn, 
who, there is ſtrong reaſon to believe, is by no means well affected to the Vizier's Government, 
and who has of late made ſuch preparations, and ſuch a diſpoſition of his family and wealth, as 
_ evidently manifeſt either an intended or expected rebellion. e 1 


8 8 | Poppamon, 7 Your moſt obedient | | 
the 24th February 1782. | | 1 „„ mm TR, OK. 
"i N | (Signed) NAT HL. MIDDLETON. 
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To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, &c. A. 


Intelligence was this morning. received from Delhy, which mentions the death of Nudjiff Cawn; 


but no more authentic account than the common news-papers having yet been received, either by 


Mirza Khultul, or the Vizier, I cannot yield implicit belief to the report. To-morrow, intelligence 


I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Lucknow, + * Your moſt obedient and moſt hs 
th April, 1782. | humble ſervant, 33 
e | | | (Signed) e MIDDLETON. 


To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, Sc. B. 
The intimation which I had the honour to give you in my letter of yeſterday's date, reſpect- 
ing vc a Cawn, has been confirmed to-day through various authentic channels, and I have 


been deſired by his Excellency the. Vizier to forward you the incloſed addreſs from him on the 
ſubjet. TON hs TY ba 
wy I have the 3 to be, with the higheſt reſpect, = 2672 
= by 
Lucknow, f Vour moſt obedient and moſt 
Ioth April, 1782. humble ſervant, 


(Signed) NA TH. MIDDLLETON. 


h ¶‚ M org yo a pes © 


To the HONOURABLE BOARD. p. 


' Honourable Sir, and Sirs, - | | | „ 
On the 1oth inſtant, I had the honour to inform you of the death of the Nabob Nudjiff Khan, ſince 


which nothing material has occurred in that quarter worth intruding upon you with. Through 


the intereſt of the late Nabob's ſiſter, Afraiſal Khan has received the charcol, or inveſtiture of ſuc- 


ceſſion from the king; but as many ofthe principal officers of the army refuſe or evade ſubmiſſion to 


the authority of that Chief, it is not likely that he will be able to hold his ſtation. 


Zabetta Khan, at Ghous Ghur, is arming, and entering into alliances with the Beiks. The 


Nabob Fyzoola Khan, from the beſt intelligence I am able to procure, carries on a cloſe and ſecret 
. correſpondence with him; he has gone ſo far as to throw out ſome very inflammatory diſcourſes in 
his Durbar ; and by this day's intelligence it appears, that ſome unuſual reſtraints have been impbſed 
on my Agent, who hitherto had free acceſs at his Durbar to ſend intelligence of what paſſed there. 


fa) 


| 1 hall every wal of bs conduct and motions, and ot ful to gre your hei, Bed 
regular information of every thing that I think worth your notice. 1 


| T have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Lucknow, 85 | Honourable Sir, and Sirs, e | 
the 15th April, 1722. D Your moſt obedient and moſt | . 
VVV „humble * 22 
(signed) 0 varn. MIDDLETON- 
8: 6 . . 4 
To the HONOURALE BOARD. 500% 
Honourable 15 and Sirs, | 


I had che honour to inform you yeſterda of the ſtate of affairs at Delhy; ſince which, 1 have 
received intelligence of the ſurrender of Nudjiff Cooley Cawn, and the probability of a ſpeedy ſettls- 
ment of the Government under the adminiſtration of Shuffee Cawn. 


I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 


SL __ __.__ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
the 15th Septeraber hs. - Your moſt. Le br moſt humble ** 
| W NAT H. MIDDLETON. 


A 


To the HONOURABLE BOARD. : 8. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


Vou will have been informed, by my addreſſes of the I and 1 ak ua of the late occur- 
rences at Delhy, and of my ſentiments as to the probable iflue of them; which ſtand confirmed by 
intelligence this day received, of his Majeſty's having conferred upon Mirza Suffee Cawn the oe | 
vf Meer Buxhey, with all the other ee, held by the Nabob Nudj iff Cawn. 


This meaſure appears to have yielded univerſal ſatisfaction to all ranks of people, 8 thoſe 
few immediately attached to Affrais-aĩib Cawn, and, for the reaſons aſſigned in a firſt addreſs on 
this ſubject, may, I flatter myſelf, prove acceptable to your Honourable Board; in which caſe, I would 


humbly preſume to recommend a letter of congratulation from the Honourable the Governor Gene- 
ral to Mirza Shuffee Caun, on his advancement. 


We hourly expect che news of an action between the 8 of Afrais-aib i and Mahemed 


Beg Amdany, unleſs the rapid and Rod ſuceeſs of neon Shultvs Cawn at Delhy _ induce | 
he Former: to ſubmiſſion. | 


Wy have the honour to be, with the * wives, 
Lucknow, | Honourable Sir, and Sirs, - -- 

the 19th September, 17 $2. Your obedient and moſt hamble 3 

DT en Sy an 1 . MIDDLETON. 


| Tothe HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, Sc. dec, 


Sir | ' . 
| T had the honour. to receive your 3 of the roth Auguſt, previous to my departure from 


Patna, and delayed the acknowledgment of them until my arrival at Lucknow, only that I might be 
enabled to yield you the fulleſt information and ſatisfaction on the ſubject of their contents. 


I have had the pleaſure to find, upon my arrival, that the report of F< 7 0 Ally Cawn' s flight 
from the Vizier's dominions was premature. His conduct for ſome time paſt, no doubt, indi- 


cated ſuch an intention, and appearances at one time warranted a belief, that his reſolution was 


decidedly | 


12) 


Ae uterp bur Mug He wididhenr ful an til Nation th Mite of thc 
Jour broke off his correſpondence: witfi tte” comrt; or” fttamifeſtrct any diflerefinarion te return 12 

under his Excellency's Lorena whenever Nan might be aſſured he could do it on terms of 
hats e ſecurity to himfeſ TY 5 


r 


The haſty and ill-founded firms witty which the elenden of che enemies of ts Viaker's 
and. aur awn. Gavernment had impreffet? him; Raving been removed by the fulleſt aſſurance of ſe- 
curfty and protection he Has reſumed the charge of che diſtricts before held, and I truft his future cor 
duct will merit your forgrveneſs and continued patronage. | | 


I muſt intreat, Sir, that you will ſuſpend your judgment upon the ſtate of the Vizier's admini- 
ſtration, until I ſhall be able to lay before you a review of the meaſures already adopted, and now in 
agitation, for the regulation of this country, which I Have n6t a doubt will afford the moſt ſatisfactory 
evidence of the happy effect of 8 arrangements. e | | 


Upon the laſt paragraph off of our commands, I muff beg leave to refer you to my addreſs of this 
date to the Honourab 
2 with which Ge me charge me; and, as you. have candidly reſted your de 
Ar the u  CORAIOT | 
mie affarances 1 Kad — afor on that Fw” I amt entourage to Hope for that eeſtimerfy of 
your approbation, which it Has ever Beer equat Jens arnbitio to merit, and which with: me 
muſt ever conſtitute an 2 part 1 ens ction I could took for, 1 in me molt ſucceſsful dif- 


charge of my 1 c . 
5 | have de loner le, with the greateſt _ 
| of OE | Sir, 
the 7th September, 1782. Your moſt da HM and moſt humble 8 
{Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON. 
* * * * $4 * 4 


J have incloſed an addreſs from the Nabob Vizier to the Honourable: Governar General on this 


&* ſubject; and am, with the * W : 
5 Lucknow,. | ' Honourable Sir, wy Sirs, 
the 17th-September,:1 29. Your molt obedient, 
| and humble ſervant,, 
A true copy. 3 (Signed) * H. br Er. on. 


To the HONOURABLE von HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, &e. Kc. 


1 | Sin; - 
1 I have herewith the 8 to ſubmit to 5ou, an account of my current eluims for the- pre- 
8 ſent year upon the Nabob Vizier, am6unting to rupees 70,99,882, for which amount I have re- 
(If ceived aſſignments, as per the ineloſed IR, for rupees ze 14, i which I have been neeeſſitatd 
1 ; to include the Nabob's demand for the eurrent year Furtukkabad ; and, as Ms: Exeellency 
'F has now totally' withdrawn his Sezamose! from ah! col fon of it, as well as every interfererics 
oy whatever; Pbeg Þ ray be hondured with your inſtructions; whether Muzuffer Jung is to pay the 
5 amount at the 3 or as uſual to me. Khyragur is in the ſame predicament, the Vizier 
be | having no authority over the preſent Aumil. The reſt I have little doubt of receiving. For the 
| large balance now due from the Nabob, I am given ſtrong hopes of receiving aſſets from the 
funds expected by the recovery of the Nabob's paternal eftate, hitherto withheld LE. his mother, 


but which he has now demanded; The reſult is yet in ſuſpende; as ſuom as a inty of the 
grounds of this expectation can be ie and may come to my knowledge, l Ins not tal to im 
part it to you. | 


| The new regulation of reſuming the Jaguiries is carrying into execution in every part of theſe 
extenſive provinces ; and hen ecke . afford à very material increaſe in the N reve- 


NUES. 
if * year, as, before the ſeizure can be com- 
| pleted, che coll. upon tie ir err f be over; beſi 3 


E 25 } 


in Aha family claims _ the . he has been obliged to alien ready money payment 3 
N of the rents of. the lands, - | 8e 4 4 ey payment in 


1 


"4 lacks het honour to be, 
Lucknow, | 1 172 | 1 Vour moſt * 
the zoth Decem. 1781. | and moſt humble ſervant, 


Gies, Va Tl. MIDDLETON, 
4 | ae; - | 
| (Signed). Nath. Middleton. 


Lit of Current Claims upon the Nabob, for the Year I 1189. 


Balance due to the 8 as per their reſpective Peas AY for 1188 


14,88, 304 — — 
Two months pay (as per ſtipulation) on Mr. Wombwell's office — 


— 3, oo, ooo — 
Two and half do. — do. en g and —_ — — _ 750,000 — 128 , 
Subſidy | . — 31,20, 900 — — 
Extra regiment, as per ebenen, at 2 0000 rupees per month for 10 N | 
months — 2550, 00 — — 
Abdul Rekeman Sum — = | — — — 3) 30,000 — — 
Sadit Ally | — — — — 1578 — — 
Claims ef Nr. e u.. . Marſick, a Id © i; Hobart i722 eg — $500,000 — — 
7090882 — —.— 
(Signed) © NAT. MIDDLETON. 


Alignments received for the Year 1189, on the following Diſtricts, 
Rohilcund —& — — — 


| 5 _ — 31,00,000, m— —_ 
Furruckabad 33 — — — — — 7.88.0000 ; 
JJ III OO OW nw = op; ONOOY. wp 
Barach and 68 ruckpore — — — — — 6, 50,000 — 
Goondlaa — — — — — — — 
Azingur e , on — 1535,00 — — 
3 22 CO — — — — — 12 — — 
76,38, —— — 
| e TOPP» 
0 (Gyr) © *" NATE. MIDDLETON. 
* K * * * * * * 


Vor. III. 8 ORDERS 


Aumil of Goruckpore and Bahrah, by two diſcontented men among his troops, who alſo paid 


[ 26 ] 


ORDERS reſpeting FURRACKABAD. 

EXTRACT of a Letter from the GOVERNOR GENERAL and COUNCIL to Mr. NA- 

IT HANIEL MIDDLETON, RESIDENT at OUDE, dated the 11th July 1782. 
WE obſerve that you have not received any part of the ſum expected from F urruckabad, and are 
ſurprized that you have not intimated, either in your letter to the Board, or to the Governor 
General, the circumſtances which have prevented you from receiving any part of the ſum expected 
from the Nabob Muzuffer Jung. Should they proceed from an advantage taken by him of our 
mediation with the Nabob Vizier, we direct that you immediately afford him effectual aſſiſtance for 
the recovery of what may be due to him from Muzuffer Jung, and expreſsly withdraw all other inter- 
ference with that N abo. | - 
| . (Signed) „ NATHL. MIDDLETON. 


' 
—_ 5 4 * 4 * 


— * * 


9 


To Mr. NATHL. MIDDLETON, Collector of his Excellency the Vizier's aſſignments to 
fn .- the HONOURABLE COMPANY. 8 5 . 
The Governor General intending to viſit. the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore direct 
ou to obey all ſuch orders and inſtructions as he may from this time think proper to iſſue to you in 

bis own name; and in all reſpects to conſider his ſingle authority as of the ſame force, until this 

order ſhall be revoked, as that of the Governor General and Council collectively. | | 


We are, Sir, „ 
Fort William, | Your moſt obedient ſervants, + | 
WARREN HASTINGS, 


the 3d July 1781. (8 igned) 
3d July 17 (vis EDW. WHELER. 


9 


Io the HONOURABLE BOARD. 
' Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 3 > | 5 
I am ſorry to communicate to your Honourable Board the aſſaſſination of Mirza Aboola Beg, 
forfeit of their own lives for their temerity. 


I cannot help being under ſome alarms for the poſſible effects which this accident may produce 


on the general ſtate of thoſe countries, and particularly on the Nabob's affignment upon them in 
favour of the Honourable Company, it unfortunately happening at a moſt critical period of the Rub- 


ber harveſt, upon which the heavieſt collections fall. Nothing, however, has been left undone, which 
prudence could ſuggeſt, to prevent confuſion or loſs; Rajah Sonat Sing, Dewan to the preſent and 


late Vizier, a man of the firſt repute and conſequence in this country, having been deputed to take 


charge of the collections, and by his influence to endeavour to prevent thoſe inſurrections which 
might be apprehended among a people naturally prone to rebellion. I have, with the Vizier's con- 


Currence, ordered Major Naylor's regiment to move northwards from Goonda to the diſtricts moſt 


ny to be diſturbed ; and Major Gilpin's regiment being at Fayzabad, the ſmall balance yet due 
on the Nabob's aſſignment upon the Bhow Begums, is alſo conveniently poſted to act upon an emer- 
gency ; ſo that J have every reaſon to flatter myſelf the country will ſoon be reſtored to peace and 


— ſhould, contrary to my hopes, theſe meaſures not prove effectual in entirely preventing 
iſorders. 5 * | 


I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpe&, | ; 
| Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Lucknow, - | Your moſt obedient _ | 
the 27th May 1782. and moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) NATHL. MIDDLETON, 
Reſident, &c. 


EXTRACTS 


EXTRACTS of Mr. JOHNSON's DEFENCE. 


To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, Ke. 


Members of the Council, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, N | 


* 


I Received the honour of your commands of the 25th November, conveying the proceedings of the 
1 th 


September againſt me, founded upc 


rted by any defin 
5 equally general. 


pon two letters of aſperſions, ſo general and ſo unſup- 


act, that I could not anſwer them otherwiſe than by a negative, as unqualified 


This uſeleſs reply I ſuſpended until I ſhould receive the charges on that date promiſed to be drawn 
up from theſe letters, and other matter not then recorded. Theſe I have now received under 7 heads. 
The two firſt immediately from the letters, as recorded on the 7th September; the third, upon a 


part of the ſame letter, not 
heads particularized. | 


then entered; and the four laſt, complaints of neglect of duty under 


Encloſed I have the honour to ſubmit my anſwers to each charge, anxiouſly waiting your final 


deciſion upon them. 


I have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Calcutta, 
the 14th June 1783. 
Delivered in Sth July. 


it CHARGE, from Hyder Beg's 
letter, entered Conf. 5th Septem- 

ber 1732. 5 | 
For aſſuming an unlicenſed autho- 
rity in prejudice of the Vizier's go- 
vernment, and interfering in the ma- 
nagement of his country, in oppoſi- 
tion to his will, and to the endeavours 


particular inſtances alledged, are, 
by appointing Aumils of your own 
choice, and in ſuch a manner, that no 
one either attended the preſence of the 

Nabob, or viſited his Miniſters. See 


No. 1, Mode of appointing Aumils.) 


(See No. 2, Orders.) 


with the greateſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient and 
moſt humble ſervant, 


(Signed) 1. . JOHNSON. 


—_ 


"AN BW RE. 


Iam nearly as much difficulted to anſwer this abſtract, as I 
am the letter it is taken from, and for the ſame reaſons. It 


contains no defined act, except in the laſt words, by which 


it is ſtated, that I have appointed Aumils, but not one is 


and remonſtrances of his Miniſter. 
The 


I appointed no Aumils: I recommended more than one; 
and urged the Miniſter to obtain their appointment from the 
Nabob (who alone is competent to this act) by every means 
in my power. Theſe means were limited to re- iteration of 
requeſt. My duty, as well as my orders, directed me in 
this. I ſhould have been influenced by either ſeparately, had 
they not united in one iſſue. I never recommended, but 
upon ſelf- evident neceſſity. Had any one inſtance been 


named, I ſhould thereby have been called upon to trouble the 


Honourable Board with a full explanation of that inſtance. 


As the charges now ſtand, a 1 hiſtory would be as 
vuague in its effect, as the Miniſte 

Othe 
I deny any, and with it the prejudice to 


r's general accuſation is.— 


er aſſumption of unlicenſed authori 


| is undefined, 
7 bo hint Go- 
vernment, equally unexplained. he interference, the op- 
poſition to hs Nabob's will, and the endeavours and 
remonſtrances of the Miniſter, are all as unknown to me, 
as they are unſupported : I can only oppoſe my negative 
to them. The particular inſtances alledged I have an- 
ſwered; to which I muſt add, that if “ the manner of 
« appointing Aumils of my own choice, ſo that no one at- 
cc tended the Nabob's Preſence, or viſited the Miniſter,” 


| alludes to the non-attendance of the Aumils themſelves, the 


very nature of the act (explained in No. 1.) refutes it. If 
it alludes 2 to all ranks of people being deterred 


from going to the. Nabob and Miniſter, I muſt aſſert the con- 
trary, and will ſtand by the proof. | 


24 CHARGE, 


2d CHARGE, from Hyder Beg's 
letter, Conf. 7th September 1782. 


« By exacting Sunnuds and orders 
ce from the Preſence at your own plea- 
« fare, and iſſuing the Sunnuds on 
« your own part, as if this duty had 
wor been held independent of the Vi- 
« zier's authority.“ 


— 


* * * 


4th CHARGE. 


« For neglect of duty, in not hav- 
« ing communicated to this Govern- 
« ment any meaſures which the State 
« of affairs in the Vizier's country 
c might render it neceſſary for you to 
c adopt, if ſuch neceſlity prevailed,” 


bob, were the 


[ 88 ] 


A N S W E R. 


This is as general as the firſt, which it muſt be, if my 
deſcription of the letter it is taken from be true. 


Exacting is a very vague term. The mode, degree, and 
aim of an act, conſtitutes its criminality; its name does 
not. I have before ſaid, that urgent and reiterated ſolicita- 
tion, importuning through the Miniſter himſelf to- the Na. 
y means Þ had. I repeat, that T employed 
no other. T obtained Sunnuds for tie Aumils. I recom- 
mended: they could not have become Aumils without 
them. I deemed this a diſcharge of my duty; I deemed 
the ſucceſs a merit; and until an unjuſtiflable node of ſuch 
obtention is proved, or any unjuſtifiable purpoſe in the ſub- 


| ſequent uſe of them eſtabliſhed}, I muſt continue in this 


- * — 


error. This act of independeney is diſproved by the Sun- 
nud itſelf, by the iſſuing of it, and ſupporting it. 


* * So id * 


£250 


ANSWER. 


No defined meaſures, under this deſcription, being aſſerted 
in my. aceuſation, or acknowledged by me, the neceſſity 
ſuppoſed is not in agitation ; and the neglect of commmuni- 
cating any ſuch, falls, until the affirmative becomes efta- 
bliſhed. I adopted no new meaſures; but I earneſtly and un- 
remittingly purſued the uſual track, of the rules laid down 


to anſwer the ends they were originally intended for. I al- 


lude to the inſtructions for the Reſident. 


„ 5 „ * 


The fray at Daranagur was the reſult, immediately 
brought to an iſſue, of a diſpute between two individuals 
in the Bazar. The cauſe, progreſs, and refult, were fully 


_ aſcertained. The chiefs of the reſpective parties rejected 


6h CHARGE. | 
« For applyitig on different occa- 
Colonel 


& ſions to Colonel Morgan, command- 
ing the brigade at Cawnpore, for 
« military aid, to enforce the orders 
« of Government, and quell diſtur- 
s bances in different parts of the Vi- 


E zijer's dominions, without any refer- 


« ence, or even information, given to 
« the Board of ſuch applications, or 
ce the occaſion for them.” 


all knowledge of and interference in it. Any public queſ- 
tion or een of it might Have proved pan ror 5 
zulla Khan is the moſt timid of men. The Court of Luck- 
now were fo ſenſible of this, that they offered not a word 
about it. Such frays, termed Khannah Junghee, occur per- 
petually under the beſt regulated of the Up Country Govern- 
ments. Under all theſe circumſtances, in e rg of 

the heads mentioned in the charge, T hope it will no longer 
appear criminal, my not having correfponded upon them to 
the Board, even had my ſituation, and diſtin& truſt, not 
carried upon the face of it the general objection firſt above 
ſtated in the beginning of the anſwer to this charge. 


SN SW TK 


I obtained no regiment, or military aid, from Colonel 
Morgan. One regiment was wanted: in conſequence of the 


Board's letter of the 11th of July, Colonel Morgan could not 


ſpare one. Of the only three regiments employed during 

this uncommonly buſy year, one, the 23d, had been returned 
to Dinapore ; another, the 20th, remained employed at Fy- 
zabad; the third, which was the third regiment, __ 
Scott appeared to have a moment's reſpite at Salone. He 
was therefore ſent, The cauſe and object of his march“ 
ariſing from the orders of the Board, the immediate commu- 
nication of it did not ſeem to me fo very urgently neceſſary. 


* Vide No. 5 and 6. The march and deſtination of which the Reſident informed the Board with, the 


7th September, No. 5, further explained in Major Scott's Inſtructions, No, 6, dated gth 8 ; 


71 CHARGE. 


But particularly for detaching, by 
the means of your application to the 


Commanding Officer at Cawnpore, 


one regiment from that brigade, to 


enforce the Vizier's demands upon 


the Nabob of Furruckabad, notwith- 


ſtanding the poſitive prohibition of any 
interference from the Reſident in the 


Vizier's claims upon that Nabob; and 
notwithſtanding the further poſitive 
prohibition of detatehments being re- 
quired from the brigade, except in caſes 
of extreme neceſſity; and on all theſe 


regiment from Colonel Morgan's brigade. 


LW 1 
If the Honourable Board judge differently, 1 ſtand liable to 
the cenſure, that ſuch an error of judging of the immediate 


neceſſity of ſueh communication may be thought to de- 


ſerve. After the departure of the 23d regiment, and the 
march of the 3d, the Reſpite Bulbudder had given threat- 
ened hut ſhort continuance. To prevent any riſque from 
this, T availed myſelf of Colonel Blair's offer (No. 8.) 
grounded on the Governor General's tender of the troops 
at the Jaunpore ſtation (No. 7.) and obtained two batta- 
lions, which was equal to the one regiment that had been 
returned. But upon this I ſhall trouble the Board with no 
further detail, as it is not included in my charges; and in 
truth the movement was of little conſequence ; the frontier 
camp was neither weakened or affected by it. The number 
of troops on ſervice were not increaſed, and they acted very 


| little beyond their immediate ſtations. 


„AN N W E. 


I have ſtated, in the foregoing anſwer, that I obtained no 
h | Major Scott's 

march was laid before the Honourable Board in the annexed 
letter (No. 5.) from the Reſident, wherein the whole nature 
of this tranſaction is fully explained, ſo as, I truſt, to remove 
every ground of the criminality couched in this charge; 
proving it to have been done in conformity with the ſpirit of 
the Board's letter of the 11th July, 1782. The Governor 
General's _ 3 2 wee of a Ta anterior date. 
They were ſi e e letter 11th of July, founded u 
A e that arok after the date of ihe Goverhot's 
firſt orders, and totally changing the grounds of them. 


Board. 


important occaſions, for neglecting to The 2d prohibition herein mentioned muſt of courſe give 
make any communications to this ay, when the Board direct effectual aſſiſtance to be given to 
| the Vizier, to realize his claims upon Mozuffer Jung. The 
leaſt ſtep towards effectual aſſiſtance, was to enſure the arri- 
val of the Vizier's negociations at Furruckabad, which was 
the end of Major Scott's march. | ; 


The concluding ſentence of this charge, is a recapitula- 


1 | | N tion of what I have anſwered in detail in the 4 preceding ar- 


ticles. | 


I have now offered to the indulgence of the Board all that my immediate ſelf-juſtification ſeemed 


indiſpenſably to require, againſt the charges as I find them ſtated. 


** * VV 25 * 


* _— 


— 


3 8 | . 
Mode of appointing an Aumil at the Court of Oude. 


Alter the petition of an Aumil to be appointed, either from himſelf, or the introduction or in- 


fluence of others, and the election adopted by the Miniſter and Nabob, the old accounts of 


former years of the province, to be delivered in charge, are produced by the Miniſter from the 


Dewanna, and other public offices; and upon theſe, after they have guided the agreement of groſs 
Jumma, he examines the Wageb-ul-Arz, a paper written under diſtinct and widely ſeparated heads, 
expreſſing every requeſt and ſtipulation propoſed by the intended Aumil. Between theſe ſeparate 
articles, the Miniſter writes in his own hand his adoption or rejection of the . ee claims, in 
whole or in part. The paper, thus prepared, goes through the Dewannee, Bukſ Eures. Taſſeah, 
&c. inferior offices, to be examined and regiſtered. After all theſe clear and well-known forms, 
the Aumil receives his Sunnuds and Shukkah, under the Nabob's great ſeal, with the other 
checks, counterparts, and confirmation of inferior officers.— The Nabob then grants him ſome of 


his own troops, to eſtabliſh and ſupport him, if neceſſary ; and, finally, in preſence of and from 


the Nabob's own hands, the confirmed Aumil receives his Tibberuck or Khelat, upon which he 


preſents to the Nabob a Nezar, and is at liberty to proceed the firſt fortunate day upon his com- 
Vor. III. H = | ; miſſion, 
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1 
miſſion. He then viſits the Miniſters and other high officers, to whom he likewiſe preſents Nizirs, 
and expects beetle, otter, ſhawls, or marks of approbation, favour, and protection from them; 
without which he does not think it fafe or prudent to ſet out, Of late years, ſince a Reſident has 


been in that court, who generally has ſo much to do with many of the Aumils (that is, thoſe upon 
whom the Honourable Company's aſſignments are ere the newly appointed Aumils, if under 


this predicament, and not otherwiſe, think it alſo right to receive a betle or ſhawl from him, either 
at the time of his ſigning, and delivering his acknowledgments of the aſſignment upon him, or 
any other more convenient period before his departure. | | 


No. 2. 5 
EXTRACT from PRINTED ORDERS ; dated Chunar, 19th September, 178 1. 
In the management of the collections, the Miniſters, with your concurrence, are to chuſe al | 


Aumils and Collectors; and in their choice to be guided by the reſponſibility, good reputation, 
and known abilities of the perſons they elect, that changes may, as far as poſſible, be avoided, 


Again, That if the Nabob ſhall perſiſt in appointing improper officers, diſaffected to our Govern- 


ment, it is peremptorily to be oppoſed. 


No. 3. 
To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, &c. &. 


Sir, . . 

Intelligence was this morning received from Delhy, which mentions the death of Nudjiff Can; 
but no more authentic account than the common newſpapers having yet been received, either by 
Mirza Khullet or the Vizier, I cannot yield implicit credit to the report. To-morrow's intelligence 
will no doubt aſcertain it. | 5 | | i 


Lucknow, | LI have the honour to be, 
9th April, 1782. | (Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON. 


Sir, | | | 

The intimation I had the honour to give you in my letter of yeſterday's date, reſpecting Nudjiff 

Cawn, has been confirmed to-day through various authentic channels; and I have been deſired by 
his Excellency the Vizier to forward you the incloſed addreſs from him on the ſubject, 


| Lucknow, I have the honour to be, with the higheſt reſpect, 
roth April, 1782. (Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


I have this day received confirmed information of the death of the Nabob Nudjiff Cawn. 


My opinion upon this ſubject I had the honour to tranſmit to the Governor General, under date 
24th February laſt, upon a premature information of the deceaſe of that Nabob, which hitherto I 1 


find no reaſon to alter. I therefore beg leave to refer your Honourable Board to that, as containing 


every ſentiment or information that I can at preſent offer upon the ſubject. 


The Nabob Vizier ſeems to think it probable, or poſſible, that Mahadajee Scindia may be induced, 
either at the inſtigation of his own ambition, or at the king's ſolicitation, to proceed to Delhy 
upon this conjuncture. His alarms and apprehenſions, upon this head, he ſtates in his letter of 
this day's date to the Governor General; and, in order to prevent the only one of the two afore- 


mentioned inducements, which lays within his reach to attempt, he has written an arzee to the king, 


aſſuring him of his attachment to his intereſts, declaring himſelf ready to march with his forces 
to ſupport his views, and mentioning your Government as equally well diſpoſed to his Majeſty ; 


- and finally recommending to him to call in no other foreign aid. He has alſo written letters of 
condolance to the late Nabob's family, and others of encouragement to the principal Commanders 


of 


conjecture may have been the cauſe of the total failure in fro f 
which was, as they have juſtly ſuppoſed, an improper advantage taken by Muzuffer Jung of the 


n 


of his armies, adviſing them to continue firm in their duty and alliance to the King, whom he 
tells them he is marching to Delhi to ſupport. Moſt of theſe chiefs were formerly the ſervants of 

this court, and many of them connected by blood with the Vizier's family. His Excellency has 
alſo made an application to Colonel Morgan to move the ſubſidiary brigade towards Etawa, to be 
in readineſs to act, in caſe any emergency ſhould require it. I have ſent his Excellency's applica-. 
tion to the Colonel, but have only recommended his holding the brigade in readineſs to march to. 
that central ſtation, either upon the receipt of your orders to this effect, or ſome intermediate urgent 
neceſſity occurring, which may preclude the propriety of making any delay whatever. This will, I 
hope, meet your approbation. | L | | 


ö | "Rs 


Lucknow, T have the honour to, &c. | | g 
Toth April, 2782. (Signed) NAT H. MIDDLETON. 
7 No. 4. 
Sie, 19 0 


I had the honour to receive To commands of the roth Auguſt, previous to my departure from 
Patna, and delayed the acknowledgment of them until my arrival at Lucknow, only that I might be 


enabled to yield you the fulleſt information and ſatisfaction on the ſubject of their contents. 
I have had the pleaſure to find, upon my arrival, that the report of Almas Ally Cawn's flight 


from the Vizier's dominions was premature. His conduct for ſome time paſt, no doubt, indi- 


cated ſuch an intention, and appearances at one time warranted a belief that his reſolution was 


decidedly taken; but, although he withdrew himſelf and his Naibs from the charge of the coun- 
try, he never broke off his correſpondence with the Court, or manifeſted any diſinclination to re- 
turn to his duty under his Excellency's Government, whenever he might be aſſured he could do it 


on terms of undoubted ſecurity to himſelf. 


The haſty and ill-founded alarms, with which the miſrepreſentations of the enemies of the Vi- 
zier and our own Government had impreſſed him, having been removed by the fulleſt aſſurances 
of ſecurity and protection, he has reſumed the charge of the diſtricts he before held; and I truſt 
his future conduct will merit your forgiveneſs and continued patronage. 2 


= I bre un honour to be, _ ; 2 5 WE 
Lucknow, A NATH. MIDDLETON. 


7 Sept. 178 2. 


No. 5. 


5 EXTRACT of Letter from the RESIDENT, dated th September 1782, to the HONOUR- 


ABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, and the Members of the 


Supreme Council, Fort William. 


I have received the honour of your commands of the 11th July, obſerving, « that I have re- 
« ceived no part of the Tunkaw upon Furruckabad, and have never intimated the cauſe in my 
« addreſſes either to the Board or the Governor General; and upon a conception that the pay- 


© ment withheld may have proceeded from an advantage taken by the Nabob Muzuffer Jung 


of your mediation with the Nabob Vizier, you direct, in ſuch caſe, that I immediately afford 
© his Excellency effectual aſſiſtance for the recovery of what money may be due to him from Mu- 
< zutter Jung, and expreſsly to withdraw all other interference with the Nabob.” © 
Upon this article the Honourable Board have anticipated my repl adverting to what th 
1 ebe lone from Furruckabad, 


mediation employed with the Nabob Vizier in his behalf. I have, therefore, immediately upon re- 
ceipt of your orders, withdrawn all mediation and interference which ſtood between the Nabob 
Vizier and the collection of his tribute from Furruckabad, and afforded him the aſſiſtance di- 
reed, by ſending a regiment to ſupport the Sezawal appointed by his Excellency for the collec- 
tion of the tribute of the enſuing year; and have added my inſtruction to the ſame agent, to 
collect the aſſignment of ſeven and half-lacks firſt above-mentioned, upon the tribute and 
balances due to the end of the current year: And, as I have anticipated the ſucceſs of this truſt, 
by raiſing this amount among the other balances, as above ſtated, I have the ſatisfaction to re- 
flect that the Honourable Board will not even feel the inconveniency ariſing from the delay that the 
mediation in favour of Muzuffer Jung has occaſioned. - 


Tranſlation 
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C04 | 
Tranſlation of a Letter from the RESIDENT at the VIZIER's Court to the NABOB. 
Ms To MUZUFFER JUNG. 
| After the uſual compliments have received your letter (recapitulates the contents). The 


. and liberal motives which induced the Governor General to employ the mediation of the 


Company between the Nabob Vizier and you, are known to the whole world, and require from 
me no explanation. It is equally notorious what has been the effect produced by that mediation; 
which, however you may have underſtood it, I am well aſſured was never meant to impede, ſtill leſs 

wholly to wits of the collection of the Nabob Vizier's juſt claims upon you: The communication 

I have received from the Governor General, from the firſt to the laſt, reſpecting the nature and 
object of his indulgent mediation in your behalf, have correſponded invariably with my own opi- 
nion on that ſubject. In his firſt letter relative. to this matter, he informs me, that he has con- 
ſented to exert his endeavours with the Vizier, to remove the reſtraint and controul which had 
been laid upon you for the collection of the tribute, and to prevail on his Excellency to receive 
his dues through your agents, inſtead of employing his own ; for which purpoſe he has given the 
neceſſary inſtructions to 8 Suffoola Cawn, and diſpatched him to the Nabob Vizier and myſelf, 
to adjuſt the accounts depending between you and his Excellency, and ſettle the future mode of 
The Vizier moſt readily acceded to the Governor General's wiſhes on this point; and 
us Excellency's agents, and all fort of interference with the Government, were in ci nce 


conſequence 
inſtantly withdrawn. But this was done upon the faith of the Governor General's aſſurances, that 


you would take effectual care to prevent a meaſure, which had been adopted principally for 

relief, from impeding the liquidation of the Vizier's legal and juſt claims. And, agreeably to 
the intimation I had from the Governor General,) I waited patiently the arrival of Sufftoota 
Cawn : But, to my utter ſurprize, I learnt that, inſtead of coming here as directed, he went 
ſtraight to Furruckabad, and publicly declared you excuſed from any further claim of the Vi- 


zier.— This being ſo contrary to the tenor of the Governor General's advices and commands to 


me, that I conſidered it merely a piece of artifice of Sufftoola Cawn's, to raiſe his own credit and 
conſequence, and ſuppoſed you as well as myſelf impoſed. upon having re y written to 
you, in conſequence of the Vizier's claims upon you having become a part of the funds aſſigned 

for the liquidation of his Excellency's engagements to the Eaſt India Company, without receiving 
any explicit or ſatisfactory anſwer, and no payments either made, or ſeemi intended; I was un- 
der the neceſſity of referring the matter to the conſideration and deciſion of the Governor General, 
who, ſeeing the improper advantage which had been taken by you and your agents of his well- in- 


tended mediation, to the great prejudice of the Vizier, and the conſequent injury of the Company's 


engagements with him, thought proper to withdraw any further interference between you, and to 


leave the Vizier again uncontrouled in the proſecution of his juſt and reaſonable claims upon you. 


The Vizier has thereupon been pleaſed to appoint a Sizawal for the collection of the balance due from 


| you, as alſo for the proviſion of funds for the payment of the enſuing year's tribute: and it is 


proper I inform you, that, as before it was my duty to uſe every means in my power to prevent 
any interference with your Government, ſo it now becomes incumbent upon me to yield every 
aſſiſtance I may be able to the Nabob Vizier, to enable him to aſſert and recover thoſe rights, 
ne perverſion of an indulgence, ſo generouſly procured for you, has hitherto withheld 

from him. | 5 5 1 


What more ſhall I fay ? 


N. B. Muzuffer Jung, inſtead of tendering payment of his tribute through his own agents, 


conſtantly denied owing any _ to the Vizier. He and his agents, during the whole year, ap- 


pear totally to have miſtaken the Governor General's humane interpoſition. 
The Vizier and his Miniſters, foreſeeing this probable conſequence, inſiſted upon the Furruck- 
abad tribute being included among the Company's aſſignments, as appears in the following letter. 
Sir, | . BE 1 : 
J have herewith the honour to ſubmit to you an account of my current claims. for the preſent 
year upon the Nabob Vizier, amounting to rupees 70,99,882 ; for which amount I have received 


alignments, as per the incloſed lift, for rupees 76,38,114, in which I have been neceſſitated to 


include the Nabob's demands .for the current year upon Furruckabad ; and, as his Excellency has 
now totally withdrawn his Sizawal from the collection of it, as well as every interference whatever, 


I beg 1 may be honoured with your inſtructions, whether Muzuffer Jung is to pay the amount at 


the Preſidency, or as uſual to me ?—Khyragur is in the ſame predicament, the Vizier having no au- 
thority over the preſent Aumil. The reſt I have little doubt of receiving. For the large balance” 
now due from the Nabob, I am given ſtrong hopes of receiving aſſets from the funds expected 
by the recovery of the Nabob's paternal eſtate, hitherto withheld by his mother, but which he has 
now demanded : the reſult is yet in ſuſpence. As ſoon as any certainty of the grounds of this 
expectation can be determined, and may come to my knowledge, I ſhall not fail to impart it to you. 


The 


5 1 
The new regulation of reſuming the Jaguires is carrying ring into execution in e\ of theſe. 
extenſive provinces z and, when cltedled; will afford a very material increaſe in the bobs reve- 
nues. 


The order of 7 lacks upon them could not be increaſed this year, as, before the ſeizure can be 
completed, the collections upon the firſt crop will be over; beſides which, many of the Jaghire- 
dars having ſtrong family claims upon the Nabob, he has been obliged to aſſign ready money pay- 
ment in lieu of the rents of the lands. NES Swan fu 


— 


Lucknow, I have the honour to be, Kc. e 3 
30 Dec. 1781. (Signed) | NATH. MIDDLETON. 
.. 


To MAJOR THOMAS SCOTT, commanding the 8th Regiment marching to Furruckabad. 

r | . 

The duty you are marching upon to Furruckabad, is to eſtabliſh an agent, going, on behalf of 
the Nabob V1zier, to demand and collect the tribute due from the Nabob 2 ung. | 

By the laſt advices, the chief manager of the Nabob Muzuffer Jung's affairs, named Subktulla 
Khan, has reſolved to oppoſe this meaſure. But no information upon this ſubject is to be relied upon, 
but what you may obtain upon your arrival, or from Mahomed Seyed Khan and Raga Harranund, 
the agents going from the Nabob-V igier ; the latter of theſe two, is the man upon whoſe know- 
ledge and exertions dependance is placed in the execution of this truſt ; and with him you will be 
pleaſed to.conſult upon the nature of ſuch ſupport as he may require in his buſineſs. 8 


Lucknow, | | | J have the honour to be, 1 
gth Sept. 1782. (Signed) NAT H. MIDDLETON. 
No. 7. . 95 

Sir, | 


1 was this day honoured with your commands of the roth inſtant, informing me of the military 
ſtation you have eſtabliſhed at Juanpore, with the liberty you grant the Nabob Vizier, of claiming 
their aid to quell any diſturbances in the adjacent parts of his provinces. I have accordingly com- 
municated it to his Excellency, who, with great juſtice, was highly pleaſed with the diſpoſition, as 


in truth the diſtricts bordering upon the Zemindary of Benares have for a long period of time 


been, of all others, the moſt turbulent and diſaffected ; and nothing leſs than the arrangement you 


have now formed could effectually ſecure the peace and tranquillity in that neighbourhood, fo eſſential 
to the proſperity of the Nabob's government and revenues —{\(( | — 


Fayzabad, I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect;, 
13th Jan. 1782. 5 _  - (Signed) NAT H. MIDDLETON. 


P. S. I have the honour to incloſe you a letter from the Vizier, in reply to your laſt to his 
Excellency, | 7 


No. 8. 
To NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Eſquire, RESIDENT at LUCKNOW. 


Sir, | | | . . 
apr to. acquaint you, that -the officer commanding the troops at preſent poſted at or near 


Juan ore, conſiſting of two regiments of Sepoys, the 2d regiment of cavalry, with a detachment 
of aftillery, and five pieces of ordnance, is inſtructed by me to ſupply you with a military force, ſhould 
you require one, on any emergency, in the Nabob Vizier's provinces ; and he is further directed, in 
caſe of any ſuch requiſition, to furniſh you with neceflary aſſiſtance without delay, or waiting for any 
further orders from me. | 9 5 | 


I am to requeſt in caſe you find it neceſſary to apply for a part of the troops under my com- 
mand, that you will be plate, as ſoon as convenient, to acquaint me with the nature of the ſervice 
they are required to perform, m | 


Chunar, 3 59 I aw, Re 
29th Jan. 1782. | (Signed) WILLIAM BLAIR. 


ſubſiſted between the two Governments. To this requiſition 


fary for that purpoſe. 


[ 34 1 


TO Mr. NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, RESIDENT at the VIZIER's COURT. 
lt, | | | | | | ren 
When his Highneſs the Vizier did me the honour of a viſit at Chunar, he made me a requeſt 
that we might have an interview once in every year, for the purpoſe of diſcuſſing and adjuſting the 
mutual concerns of the Company and himſelf, and of improving the harmony and confidence which 
7 readily aſſented, and greatly lament 
that the ſituation of affairs makes it impoſſible for me to effect a meeting at this time. The pre- 
ſent important conjuncture demands the united and vigorous exertions of both Governments for the 
common ſafety and ſucceſs ; and in this ſituation, whilſt the greateſt cordiality is requiſite,” you in- 
form me that his Highneſs is much diſſatisfied in many points contained in our late agreement, and 
which he made his own requeſt. To remove his uneaſineſs on theſe ſubjects, and to give a laſting 
cement, and increaſe of ſtrength, and reciprocal advantage to our alliance, would be impracticable 
by any other mode than verbal communication, explanations, and aſſurance ; and as, for the reaſon 
above aſſigned, I cannot make this in perſon, I think it indiſpenſable to delegate, the truſt to ano- _ 
ther. For theſe purpoſes I have deputed Major Palmer to attend his Highneſs and his Miniſters at 
Lucknow. Major Palmer, as you know, has been my confidential ſecretary for ſeveral years; I have 
diſcloſed to him, without reſerve, my ſentiments on every point of the relative connection between 


the Company and the court of Owde, and I can only rely upon him for a faithful explanation of them. 


I have alſo inſtructed Major Palmer to give the moſt expreſs aſſurances to the Miniſters of my 
approbation of their conduct, and determination to protect and ſupport them, ſo long as they preſerve 
their attachment to this government, and purſue the real intereſts of the Vizier. | <3 


Major Palmer has the public objects in charge which he will perſonally communicate to you, and 
I moſt earneſtly. require of you the ſtrongeſt co-operation of your authority and influence. towards 
his attaining them. I think his ſucceſs almoſt certain, if he meets with your cordial ſupport and aſ- 
ſiſtance. Whatever may be the event, a conſiderable ſhare in producing it will be attributed to you, 
and affect you accordingly. | | | Te | 1 8 


Such explanations as are intended ſolely for the ſatisfaction of the Nabob, and coming from my- 


ſelf, I have directed Major Palmer to communicate ſeparately to him ; but, in doing this, to uſe 
every precaution to avoid any diminution of your authority or influence. © 


I have ſent Major Davy as a confidential affiſtant to Major Palmer ; and, in caſe any accident 
ſhould happen to the latter, to execute his commiſſion. © . 8. . 


Fort William e ee „„ 
5th May, 1782vt. (Signed). WARREN HAS TINGS. 


3 Ordered, That theſe papers be circulated to the Members of the Board, for their opinions on 


. n 


EXxTRAOCT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 25th Auguſt, 1783. 


1 following minute having been received from the Governor General on the 22d inſtant, 
orders were immediately ſent to the Accountant General, to prepare the account deſired; and 
to Mr. Middleton, to aſſiſt in furniſhing him with ſuch materials and explanations as may be neceſ- 


Governor General, | Friday, 22d Auguſt, 17 8 3. . 
The 


Having read in Mr. Wheler's minute, of the 13th inſtant, the following paragraph, viz. 


„ amounts which Mr. Middleton aſſerts he has realized, together with the ſums ſpecified in his 


« various ſtatements, ought, I conceive, to be aſcertained by the Accountant General,” I propoſe . 
that Mr. Miller be directed to prepare a correct account of all the ſums realized by Mr Middleton 
in the courſe of the Fuſſullee year 1189, and that Mr. Middleton be ordered to aſſiſt in furniſhing 


him with ſuch materials and explanation as may be neceflary for that purpoſe. - - p44 


EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 28th Auguſt, 1783- 
Received the following letter and incloſure from the Accountant General : > 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 1 
In obedience to your commands of the 22d inſtant, T have the honour to lay before you hereW! 


a ſtatement, ſhewing the amount of ſums realized and brought to account by the late Reſident f | 


1 


the Vizier's court, in the courſe of the Fuſſullee year 1189: The ſame amounting to Fyrabad 
ſixteen ſun ſicca rupees .1,37,96,228. 5. 8. including the teeps or pauts of Shrolfs for 
450 5,041. I. 10. of the ſame ſpecies of rupees. 


I have the honour to be, with the higheſt reſpect, 
I TINS PL Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
Accountant General's office Your moſt obedient ſervant, 1 
25th Auguſt 1783. (Signed) IJAMs. MILLER 
e Actg. Acco. General. 


' 
— ol 
* — — 
: © . * 


STATEMENT of the ſums realized by the late Reſident at the Vizier's Court, in the Fuſ- 
ſullee year 1189, commencing the 3d September 1781, and ending the 21ſt of September 1782. 


th ©. — WY 


1 — 


Balance remaining in the Treaſury the 3 Septr. 1781 — — 11,817 1 Ws 


— 


| Realized as follows, viz. ee 
From the Nabob Vizier's aſſignments, collected — 35774294 9 9 


From the Shroffs, on account of the balance of the aſ- | 


F ſignments, viz. 
. In bills and pawts — — -20,42,409 12 2 
; nan (( — 382,038 4 2 
5 5 224,248 — 4 
ni 276 Deduct | | | 
. The balance of the Jaguires in- ETC 
cluded in the above — 2,13,368 7 4 
1 5 — | 22,11,079 | 9 — 
7 Reſumed Jaguires Colletor —_ 486,631 8 8 , <4 
Balance received from the Shroffs | 
as above — — 2, 13,368 7 4 
| > Gong BL o | — — ä 300,000 — — 
Received from the Begums treaſures  — — 3 3 
if Do. in teeps accepted by the Refident — - — 24, 62,6312 5 8] 8 s 
. | | „ 25 —— | 1,37,96,228 5 8 
Fyzd. 16 Sun Sa. rupees — | 1,38,08,045 6 8 : 
Fort William, | PE excepted, | 
t, Acco. General's office, 1 (Signed) JAMES MILLER, 
d 27th Auguſt 1783. | = > IVY | Acting Acco.. General. 
Received the following letters from Mr. Middleton : 
he _ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | * 5 
is I have been honoured with your commands through your Secretary, and in obedience thereto 
oſe I immediately waited on the acting Accomptant General, to offer him any aſſiſtance in my 
on power, in furniſhing materials for the ſtatement you have been pleaſed to order him to form | 
ng of the total amount realized by me in the Fuſſullee year 1189; but he required none, W 
all my accounts for that year complete before him, with which I am truly happy to have ha 
an opportunity to obſerve his ſtatement perfectly agrees. . 
The aggregate is Fyzd. Siccas 1 38, 08,04 5. 6. 8. which makes current rupees 153,26, 30. 5. 11. 
equal to the groſs ſum in rupees of ſorts ſtated in my reply to the charges preferred againſt 
me by the Honourable Board. | 1 
I muſt hope the Honourable Board will pardon me, if, in my own juſtification, I venture to draw 
; their attention to two particular circumſtances of the above-mentioned amount. Firſt, That I rea- 
55 lized, without one rupee of balance, the aſſignments I received; a degree of ſucceſs that never be- 
4 5 | 


5 fore 
the | 


4 FJ: 


fore attended the exertions of any Reſident And, 3 2 n total amount far eee, T 
ht perhaps. ſay doubles, the amount ever before remitted to  _ 
* 1 mY | 5 have the honour to be, &c. my HY 
Calcutta, | TY Sir, _ Sirs, 
Aug. 1783. e | | ours, &c. 
ie (Signed) = N MIDDLETON. 


Te 0 JAMES PETER AURIOL, Eſq. Secretary to the Honourable the Governor General and | 


Council. 


8 
By ſome freſh queries « made to me by the ating Accomptant Gale I find that he has been 
called for a different arrangement of my collections in 11 89, from that which he gave in laſt, 


Upon his belt ſtatement (perfectly agreeing in its total amount with the laſt) I muſt beg 10 
to remark, for the information of the Honourable Board, that the ſum of Fyzd. Sa. Rs. 20, 42, 409. 
12. 2, which he ſtates, includes all the balances of the allignments, and with ther the allgamant of 
ſeven lacks upon the reſumed Jagheers. | | 


I have the honour, &c. 
| Carats, . | | Sir, * 3 ; 
27 Aug. 1783. ; a | ours, . 
” | | (Signed) | N. MIDDLETON. 
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EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 4th September 18 TH 


Mr. Wheler having left the following minutes, containing his opinion upon the defence of 
Mr. Middleton, Mr. R. Johnſon, and og — before his departure for 3 they. are 
now entered, and have been circulated. 
| oh ro 1783. 

Mr. Wheler.— The queſtion regarding the conduct of Meſits. Middleton 40 id Joh on, in their 
late offices of Reſident and Aſſiſtant at Lucknow, having been long before the Board for conſidera- 
tion, I think it neceſſary that my opinions ſhould at this time Lag nen and inſerted i in the ai 5 
patches that are ſhortly to be tranſmitted to Europe. | 

I have * with tke ROT" attention every article of the e GT" Mr. Middleton ; ; 
but ſhall forbear to give a ſeparate opinion upon each, 'or to enter into a voluminous . of 3 4 
15 ect which may with equal propriety be taken up in a ſummary manner. | | 


There are many points in which Mr. Middleton 8 conduct appears cenſurable, | 
Iſt, Delays in carrying the Mooteyana regulations into effect, or at leaſt omitting to furniſh the 


Board with ſuch information and W as could enable them to judge how far this article of 


his inſtructions had been fulfilled. 


2dly. Omitting to take any notice of the conduct of Almas Ali Khan, 5 eing to an increaſe 
of that perſon's Jas at a time when it is evident, notwithſtanding Mr. d agrecing 's explanation, 
the meaſures Almas had purſued were of a nature highly . to che N as 1 won as ee 5 
to the intereſts of the Company. | | 1 


3d. In generally ſuffering the Board to remain uninformed of points which merited their ee 
and upon which he ought to have obtained their orders. | 


4th. Diſobedience to the Governor General's inſtruQions, by deviating from the plan laid down & 
him for Peg the buſineſs at F — 


In theſe points, in 3 Mr. Middleton's conduct appears to me reprehenſible. His duty to 
the Company ought to have. prompees -him to a firick attention to every part of the Governor (ne 


| ral's commands. 


The 8 General, it appears, anxious to carry into execution the meaſures ſpecified 1 the 
ray of Chunar, propoſed to proceed himſelf for that purpoſe to Lucknow, provided Mr. Middie- 
n did not find himſelf competent to the undertaking ; and he. generouſly withheld from Mr. Mids 


* all reſponſibility, until he, the Reſident, avowed himſelf nY to the taſk, and e | 


Is 7 


important commiſſion which was now entruſted, in ſo particular a 


but newly reſumed by his Excellency, and never before pled 


only effectual means then in its power inſtantly to ſtop the pending and growing evil. 


_ rownable to Government for the ſum ſtipulated te be paid by the trexry of Chunur ; and the 
whe ſum ſtipulated to be paid by that treaty, 1 the courſe of the current year: And Mr. 72 


ʒu 8 


take that reſponſibility wholly upon himſelf. Such conduct ought to have awakened in Mr. Mid- 
dheton every exertion he was capable of: Not a moment's delay ſhould take place in executing the 
manner, to his management: 


The Governor General became juſtly alarmed at the delays which on the part of the Reſident 
took place; and his complaints in conſequence were in every reſpe& well founded, until a proper 
explanation of e mer. ints arrived, But Mr. Middleton's defence has conveyed to us 
that explanation, has elucidated many matters, which, for want of proper information by letter, 
appeared perfectly myfterious. | ; | 


| It appeared, for inftance, that a large ſum was left unpaid by Mr. Middleton of the Nabob's debt : 


whereas, by the papers now laid before the Board, it ſeems that the whole debt was actually liquidated 
by the negociations alluded to with the Shroffs. Theſe negociations were never before 


| 1 | roperly ex- 
plained. I believe every member of the Board held the fame opinion regarding them with which 


Thad firſt adopted; namely, that the tranſaction was nothing more than a mere loan, for which the 
faith of the Company was pledged; and that being the caſe, the Nabob's debt could not with pro- 


ply ſaid to have been paid off. But it now clearly appears, by Mr. Middleton's defence, that 
the Company's ſecurity never was pledged ; but, on the 3 that the Nabob borrowed the mo- 
ney from the Shroffs on his own credit, giving for ſecurity aſſignments upon diſtricts, which were 
ged to the Company; and that with the 
money raiſed 3 means it was, that the whole debt due from the Nabob to the Company, at 
the end of the laſt year, was diſcharged. | 


The meafare of reducing ſome part of the Mooteyana troops, as Mr. Middleton Rates it, appears 
unqueſtionably to have been a wiſe one, as the ſaving which aroſe from it enabled the Nabob to 
keep up four regiments of well diſciplined troops, in lieu of a lawleſs as well as uſcleſs rabble. 


The amounts which Mr. Middleton aſſerts he has realized, ap, wen with the ſums ſpecified in his 
various ſtatements, ought, I conceive, to be aſcertained by the Accountant General, for the ſatisfac- 
tion of the Board. Should thoſe accounts hereafter appear to have been accurately tated, it will be 
evident that the receipts from Onde have exceeded any fum that was ever before received from 
thence in one year, The anmial collections from the lands affigned to the Company have never, 
I believe, before the period in queſtion, amounted to more than eighty lacks of rupees. Mr. Mid- 
dleton appears to have realized 1,46,00,000, of which 76, oo, ooo were aſſigned to the Company at the 
commencement of the year; and this Was the utmoſt extent of our receipts, until the treaty of 

Chunar was concluded; from which-the Company certainly derived-a great acceſſion of wealth and 
reſources, at a time when the exigencies of their affairs critically required ſuch a ſupply. 


Although Mr. Middleton's conduct is cenſurable in the points I have tated, yet when I am 

to give my voice in pronouncing ſentence upon an officer in Government, who has filled fo im- 
a ſtation as that gentleman has done for many years, I think it my duty to take into con 

ſideration the whole of his conduct, ſo far as it has any relation to the ſubject of complaint now 
before me; and, upon maturely weighing each circumſtance, I venture to pronounce, that, from the 
explanations given by Mr, Middleton, he ſeems in general to have fulfilled his duty, regarding the 
principal objects of the treaty of Chunar; and that, for ſuch parts of his conduct a Os 
diſmiſſion from his office, and the ae diſapprobation of the Board, have conſti a puniſh» 
ment at leaſt equal to his offenſ e. 


Mr. Wheler.— The repreſentations tranſmitted to this Board, by the Nabob Vizier and his Mini- 
ſter againſt the conduct of Mr. Johnſon, and the conſequent apprehenſions reſulting therefrom, were 
of fo alarming a nature, and fach immediate miſchiefs ſeemed to threaten both the Vizier's and our 
own Government, as fully to juſtify the fudden reſolution which was taken by the Board, as the 


I am nevertheleſs of opinion, that the circumſtances urged by Mr. Johnſon againſt the charge 


of aſſuming an unlimited authority, which it muft be admitted bear ſtrong marks of authenticity; 
and the prompt ſubmiſſion which Mr. Johnfon hath ſhewn to the orders of the Board, operate ſo 


much in his favour, that, if they do not amount to a full vindication, they ſhould at leaſt be allowed 
to mitigate the offence of aſſuming ſo extenſive an authority at the Vizier's court. _ 


It does not appear, from the circumſtances ſtated by Mr. Johnſon, that he meant to aſide the 
claing for tam links. of rapees ; but, on the contrary, he admits it to be — he Vizier, 
by adding to it a claim amounting to ſeven ut preferred 
by this 8 y 


two lacks, which was alſo t time 
zpainft the Vizicr. The Reſident, it feems, conſidered hinafelf 
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- {elf of the reſponſibility which naturally devolved to him, as ſoon as 
by the abſence of his Senior. | | | 


| and not intentionally ; for which I deem the loſs of his office a ſufficient puniſhment. , 


| Read the following letter from Mr. Richard Johnſon: —&@ - | 5 


with a deciſion before its departure. 


i 


ſon, in point of official regularity, may appear correct in admitting the old claim upon the Vizier in 
preference to the new. Vet, as the claim of ten lacks had been eſtabliſhed. in behalf of the Com- 
pany, or to remain as a depoſit with them, he ought not to have entered into any explanations with 
the Minifter regarding it, or to have liſtened to any arguments that had a tendency to invalidate it, 
or to evade the payment of the whole or any part of that debt. „ r 1 


The negociation for realizing the balance claimed by this Goverhment, in addition to the ſum. 


agreed on and adjuſted 2 the treaty. of Chunar, appears to have been calculated to produce a 
ſudden and immediate ſupply of caſh, at a time when it muſt be allowed it was much wanted: And 
as the diſtricts, which are uſually aſſigned over to the payment of the Company's demands upon the 
Nabob, were not burthened by this negociation; but, on the contrary, as that burthen fell upon 
lands which had been long withheld from, and were but newly. reſumed. by, the Nabob; the only 
blame which, in my opinion, can poſſibly be attributed to this tranſaction, will reſult. from. a 
conviction, that the terms on which this a ra, was cloſed ultimately proved diſadvantageous 
to the Nabob, by the Reſident having entered into improvident.engagements with the Bankers, for 
the advance of fifty lacks. To decide upon this queſtion, it requires both local knowledge and 
experience in the money tranſactions of that country; as the ſeareity of caſh at one time will make 
that intereſt appear reaſonable, which, from a greater plenty at another, ſhall, with equal propriety; 

be termed uſurious. e on TT TE 


3 


There was no officer of this Government at Lucknow, to whom Mr. Johnſon was authorized to 


relinquiſh any part of his authority as acting Reſident ; therefore he ought. not, nor- could he be 


warranted in yielding it up to Major Palmer, who had no appointment or official powers, from this 


Board, to act or interfere with the Preſidency at Oude. In this inſtance, Mr Johnſon has acted with 
a degree of imprudence which merits cenſure; and as the relinquiſhment of the political depart- 
ment of his office to Major Palmer cannot be juſtified on the grounds he ſtates, or indeed on any 
principles, it cannot with any propriety be urged by him in apology, for endeavouring to rid him- 

he came in charge of the office 


wa 14348 *% * 
- ' £4 ; 9 3 


I hall not enter more at large upon the different articles of Mr. Johnſon's defence, but give it as 


my opinion, that, in thoſe particular points where he appears moſt cenſurable, he erred in judgment, 


4 a. 
. ; | 25 | 5 n 
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' EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 224 September, 1763. 


ol Mr. Stables.—As the papers ſent to me, regarding the conduct of Meſſrs. Middleton and Johnſon, 
relate to tranſactions which happened before my arrival, I beg leave to decline giving any opinion 


r 7 $ 


3 
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EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 6th Ofober, 1783. 


A packet being now on the eve of being diſpatched to Europe, permit me humbly to remind you, 
2 


that my caſe remains ſtill undecided before you; and to expreſs my hopes, that I may 


I have the honour to be, . 1 F 
Pp - Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | e e e 
; Your humble ſervant, 


Calcutta, 
(Signed) R. JOHNSON. 


29th September, 1783. 


414 
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EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 13th Ofober, 1763. 


Mr. Macpherſon.—After having peruſed with the utmoſt attention and conſideration, Mr. Mid- 
dleton's reply and defence to the charges made out againſt his late management at Oude, and 
drayn up by the Secretary from the public records, it does not appear to me that he has excul- 


- 


2 


* e 5 


ol ſo extenſive and involved a department are likewiſe to plead their weight. 


not availed himſelf of oh 


revenues of. the coun 


ment, that in a few months they became apprehen 


r. 2 
were cut off in a conteſt with ſome of Fyzulla Cawn's horſe, at Darna 


ral, who was then ill, the letters from Major 


The meaſure of. recalling effectually and a - a publick agent, thus uk TROY, was certainl 
br die k as well as that of marching. a body of he troops, th 8 


10 1 


pated himſelf from the 2d charge; che ach, the 9th, the xoth, the 12th, the 13th, nor particularly 


ny 
from the r6th charge, on the ſubject of Fyzulla Cawn; a ſubject which appears, by the diſpatches 
of the Court of Directors of the 14th February, 1782, to have given them much uneaſineſs. The 


late arrangement with that chief has fortunately eſtabliſhed his dependance upon the Company on a 


The Court of Directors, wo are the proper tribunal in caſes where the conduct of their ſub- 
ordinate ſervants has met with cenſure from their adminiſtrations in India, have now the ſubject 
of Mr. Middleton's management at Oude fully before their view. The inveſtigation of Mr. 
Briſtow's conduct in the fame; department, under different accuſations, will, throw an additional 
light upon the ſubject; and it is to be hoped that ſuch regulations may be ordered from home, 

| 1zier's country and affairs on a more 


definite ſyſtem . 


1 * 
0 * * * * 
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1 muſt, in juſtice to Mr. Middleton, avow, that good temper, and a conciliating manner, ſeem to 
plead in his favour, even where he appears to have been remiſs in the public ſervice. The difficulties 


n (Signed) MP, 
Mr. NIaepberſon.—Tbhe charges which the Secretary has made qut from the records againſt Mr. 
Richard Johnſon, for his conduct as acting Reſident at Lucknow; are in ſome degree imperfect, 
from the want or loſs of one of the original letters, which ſtated his miſmanagement.—He has 
advantage by this deficiencyy but has 'avowed his conduct relative to the 
principal charge about the 10 lacks ; accuſing the Vizier's Miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn, of the 
arguments which he was ſaid to have uſed with the Viziet, to prevent him from transferring to the 
Company the ſum which he meant for the Governor General in that donation: The original 
letter of complaint againſt Mr. Johnſon is ſince found, and entered on the fecords. The Court 
of Directors will determine whether Mr. Johnſon's arguments are ſufficient to vindicate him in this 


important tranſaction. As the tranſaction was ſtated to me in September, 1782, when Mr. John 
ſon was ordered to quit his ſtation, J eonſidered it as equally injurious to the wiſſies of the Go- 
vernor General; and replete: with infidelity on the part of Mr. Johnſon to his employers: It re- 


mains till to be cleared up between Mr Johnſon” and Hyder Beg Cawn. I had underſtood, at the 
time, that the ten lacks were in bills, and not a meer offer to pay ſuch a ſum from the future 


| co If in this tranſaction Mr. Johnſon, is ſuppoſed to have eſpouſed the 
intereſt of the Vizier againſt that of the Company, the firſt charge, of oppreſſion againſt the Vizier's 
Government, loſes in proportion on the ground of its evidence. e END -7 © 
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The 4th and 5th charges conſtituted the principal 


| * | 2 | on which Mr. Johnſon was removed 
from his ſtation, and with ſuch violent marks of the dif] 


pleaſure of this Government. Mr. Ichn- 


«fon had, with Mr. Middleton, attended the Governor General when the treaty of Chunar was 
made. The Governor General underſtood the treaty to be in evi 


| ery reſpect conformable to the 
wiſhes of the Vizier; and Meſſrs. Middleton and Johnſon, who knew the ſtate of the Vizier's 


country, and the powers of his Government, thought both could be maintained in order and ſe- 


curity under the protection of the brigade at Cawnpote, and by the propoſed improved ſyſtem of 
internal government, —QOur troops at Futty Ghur were accordingly withdrawn; and independent 
corps, under the command of Engliſh officers, were annullde. „ 


The reſult of theſe arrangements ſo little en ag with the expectations of this Govern- 
ive for the actual ſafety of the Vizier's country. 

Almas Ali Cawn, in charge of a very great part of the Vizier's revenues and forces, had thrown off 
all obedience to the Vizier. The ſpirit of revolt was extending. Two of the Vizier's battalions 


age gur. Mr. Anderſon in- 
formed us, from Scindia's camp, upon. the confines. of the Vizier's country, that the diſtracted 


Mate of Oude was a ſubject of ſpeculation in the Maratta camp. Vet, during fo critical a period, 
(and it became moſt. 6 


ing when Mr. Johnſon was acting Reſident) he furniſhed this Govern- 
ment with no official intelligence that applied to the real ſtate of affairs. Colonel Hannay, Major 


Davy, and other officers' of credit, who came immediately from the Vizier's country, confirmed | 


the accounts given of the diſtracted ſtate of affairs there. It was ſuppoſed a general confuſion 
would immediately enſue : Propoſitions: that might tend to increaſe that confuſion looked very ſuſ- 
picious : thoſe about reſuming Fyzulla Cawn's Jaghier by force had that appearance. On the 
7th September 1782, the very .day on which wg Davy brought me from the Governor Gene- 
Palmer and Hyder Beg Cawn, on. the fubje& of 
Mr. Jchnſon's conduct, and on which he was removed from office, I was credibly aſſured that 
he had ordered Fyzulla Cawn's Vakeel at Lucknow to be publickly diſgraced. - prong ey 


7 


ity of the Viriers ough in the ſeaſon of che rains, 
ecurity of the Vizier's country. ar pb Goran "ra 


a 1 1 
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Fes the views of Almas Ali Cawn were counteratied by a ai of a party at —— 
Sir John Cumming effected his march before the diſturbances in the Vizier's coun = 
greater height ; but it is now alledged, by Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnfon, that Almas All ha 
never abſo utely rebelled ; that the * Joſs 97 the Vizier's battalions at Darnagur happened in a ſcuſſte a 
and that the uſual good order prevailed over all the Vizier's dominions, at a time when they 
coco to be in confuſion. Mr. Johnſon alledges further, That he ſtood relieved of poli Nour 

ſpondence, durin ng the ſhort period of his acting as Reſident, by Major Palmer, to whom Mr. 
eton, on the 18th of June 17825 transferred the political een of the Relideney at Ouder 


| The Court of Direfors after a due conſideration of the fate of affairs ar OE Gan, (nnd 
after comparing Mr. Johnſon's defence with the charges urged * 2 him, are alone competent to 
his acquittal, if his vindication appears to them ff cietithy explanatory.,—-lt is a juſtice which I 
owe him, and which I readily render to him, to confeſs, that 1 believe prot repreſentations of the con- 
fuſions in the Vizier's country were in ſome degree ame? by 9 and the diſappoint- 
ment of _ whoſe intereſts 1 were affeQud by the Arrangements ' of the treaty of Chunar, | 

| OO |. 5 * my | 


* n 
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EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET. CONSULTATIONS, 2 0 November EPS 3. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following leter from Mr Middleton: 


a pon ens | 

I had the honour to receive ; your letter of the 0th inn tranſaitting me, the prrmiſion 

of the Honourable Board, copies of the minutes on which their final reſolution 

charges againſt me was founded, for which I beg leave to tender my acknowledgments : — 7 rt 

now further intrude upon you to prefer my requeſt to the Honourable Board, that 5 will extend 

their indulgence fo far, as to permit you to furniſh me with copies of the minutes | 
—— paſſed upon my removal from my ſtation at the Vizier's court ; together with the fi 

uence r aud ſent e 

lat: hag , xercs of fuch paragraphs as may have been inſerted in the general letry tte 

Honourable Court of Directors OY my caſe, 


Calcutta, | W I bars the bongur to-bay hes 
24th Nov. 1783. ; | (Signed) = NATH. | MIDDLETON. 


* That Mr. Mudder requeſt be complied with, and ordered aceondingly. 


i TD e „ 2 5 ** * - 


In conſequence of the opinions delivered by the Governor General, and other members of be 
| Board, on the defence made by Meſſrs. Middleton and Johnſon againſt the charges exhibited OT 
them, — lies Secretary, — Board. 


„„ V% * 


To Mr. RICHARD JOHNSON. 


- 

I am lireted **— Gt Cone Fr ia tht, having 
read with — omin anſwers to the charges, of which a was . e | 
with the ſeveral papers which you annexed to them as an a x, the Board are of opinion, that | 
img . ,, ä 
CPC 5 9 8 


3d. The Board decline paſſing upon the ihe of the 31 chinge; bh 
eee. | 


4th. The 4th urge mi fully proved by the known ſtate of the Vizier's country at the time ; by 


your eee with and the I 20S DOTIne Ones 
vernment. 


5th. The defeat and diſperſion of two of the Nabob Viziers battalions, ne 
. fray; the notoriety of Almaſs's defection; the infolence of the treaty concluded by 
* the fears expreſſed by Mr. Anderſon for the ifſue of his * 1 


PR PIE Ro a .Vieier's dominions ; POR IN I oP 


tilities with the rebel  Bulbudder, which have but recently ſubſided with {4-0 death ; are all Jools of - 
the truth of the sch charge. The Board have no knowledge of Maj or Palmer's having deen en- 
truſted with the political partment of the Reſident at Lucknow; on the contrary, it appears, by 
the appendix. to your defence, that he was ſent up for a. ſpecial ſervice, and ordered © to uſe every 

<«. precaution. to avoid any diminution of your (the Reſident's) authority or influence.” Had 
Maj or Palmer deviated from this part of his inſtructions, you ſhould have repreſented it to us, and 


ated the injunctions which you had received from Mr. Alen * to Mak ar Faber 8 * 


n charged with 8 tical department. . 


6th.. Whether your A ppliestions were made to Colonel POTENT or to any. ues 3 . "MN 
of the Chlonel's troops on military ſervice in the Nabob Vizier's dominions, without 
. — communication to RW: F = * es and of * cauſe for Ls was 3 


1 Olen lrg th Bord deem yo ll acted. ED 


EK 
With reſpect to the tranſaBicns with the bankers,” of which, "ng firefly 8 gainſt Mr. 
dada you u acknowledge your ſhare of the reſponſibility, the Board leave it to che nn. 
Court of Dire gon to WIe of the nnn of chat ee, and the mode of its execution. 


; Upon the 2 whole, although the Board conſider your conduct B in Lale Nor . 4 | 
alſo of opinion that you have been ſufficiently puniſhed by the deprivation of the office _—_ 


held, and by the ſudden manner in which the nature of the ms gE' and ne en 
chem induced poke to wenn you to 255 N | 
Kors OE." 
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 ExrnkcT's of ExxenAL, LETTER i from: » BENGAL, 4 wad Ib ” Qober 1 


Pax. 5 53,—For the 3 of the charg es which were prepared againſt Meſſrs.” Middleton an 


a Johnſon, for their conduct at Lucknow, 3 with their reſpective defences, and our — 


e pon, me we g to refer * to r ee in * bottom note. 


34 
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ExrI RACT- of BENGAL, SECRET CONSULTATIONS, the 20th November ins; 
The following letter * Mr. Richard * to the Secretary. was. ain and. circulated on 


the Iſt inſtant; and the e which are e after it 181 0 Ern e e 


n — ompliec ON. ol 


a 8 . Ve Rs e : 33 : ein 74 2 
* W p OE SS PO En £ £6 2 


© ONT of Fe 10 * P. . AURIOL, Ea, 8 SECRETARY. i 


Sit, | 


W FIAT A TE AA „ ; 


proceedings of 7th S eptember 1782 : permit me now to trouble you to apply for leave to furniſh me 


with a copy of the proceedings and minutes, from which my ſentence has been abſtracted; as alſo a 


copy of the paragraph in the general letter, by the Lively, deſiring the Court of Directors to ſuſpend 
their judgments upon the . againſt me, until my charges defence, and * r be 


e 1 my 
„ Thaye the honou to be, : co eg ire 
E 0 n „ Sir, e ns Eto 
3iſt we Ge pd Tour moſt t olien, dee. „ 2 


+ — 7 1 n 9 1 p 4 
OP T %* 
9 R. JOHNSON. 
5 5 5 7 oF 6h 8 et” 3 . 
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Ts me HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, "GOVERNOR GENERAL, fee. = 


part of my caſe to them, my fate again becomes in ſo far protracted to aneventual iſſue of 18 months: 


ferance would militate againſt ſuch declaration. Let me, therefore, ſolicit you to py a determinate 


eſtabliſhing the criminality of that act, it might be of ſervice to the cauſe of juſtice, if your Honour- 


duct, for the full information of the Court of Directors; but alſo to ſerve, in the event of a favourab 1 


1fk. Od. 153. Your moſt obedient, and humble Rn, R. JOHNSON: 


— — — ens 
T0 9 
. 
ak. a - "IT 1 
* 2 * 9 


5 4 ]* 
Tue orders of the Board ate requefled with reſpect to à compliance with Mr. Johnſon's requeſt | 


bannen moeing. bee, . HAY, Babs ey. 
es rann ,, ß ns piromoa.gts 
5 | : 3 — — Me, P. 7 (Signed) d); 


The following letters from Mr. Richard Johnſon having been alſo received and eirvulated, gie | 
minutes recorded after them were returned to the Secretaerrxr. ING 


. # * 4 M 


Members of the Council, Fort William. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | WY JJV 
I was yeſterday honoured with your commands of 21ſt inſt. through your Secretary. 


7th charge, and grant me yout indulgent attention to the requeſt I have to make upon the remainde 
of the ſentence. | e 6 ng | 
the tand the 34-you.decli ni referri the Court chargos—not riley of 1 
| he 3d you. decline any oprtuon upon; ring it to the Court of Director, together 
with the tranſaction with the bankers. s. 1 er i 


It Is probable that there can be nô evidence before the Court of Directors, beyond what * 1 5 
your Honoutable Board, to enable them to clear up what you cannot determine upon. By referring 


— 


And, as you have been pleaſed to declare me ſufficiently puniſhed by my removal, this additional ſuf- _ 


opinion of guilt or acquittal upon theſe two heads; as the Court of Directors, in their purſuit of 
Juſtice, muſt be benefited by the aſſiſtance of your ſentiments given on the ſpot, ſo much nearer to 
the itipreſfion and conviction of local evidetnte. . 


| Further, as the tendency of apparent intentions in any act is generally underſtood to go far ih 


able Board would be pleaſed to go one ſtep further in the explanation of your opinion upon my 
conduct, by adding to the whole of = ſentence a declaration, Whether the acts which you fix 
upon me appear to have been effected with any criminal intentions againſt the intereſt of my em- 
; or whether they appear to have originated in an erteneous judgment of the orders I acted 
under; or, in ſhort, whether they were ſtimulated by a malicious and wanton exertion of miſplaced 
Power on a good intention ignorantly purſued, . = of OTB 


1 venture to crave this additional opinion, not only to mark yout explicit ſoritimbnts nou my. ENS oh 


deciſion, as an aid and ſupport to myſelf in ſoliciting your further employment, in the hope of be- 
ing now indulgently deemed qualified to undertake fuch duty, in the general buſineſs of the ſervice, as 
the Honourable Board may be pleaſed to allot me. 8 e 1 
es Fo I 1 hive the Honour to be, with pivat feſpect, 7 
Fort William, Honourable Sir, and Jin, 


To EDWARD HAY, Ecuire, SECRETARY. | 


| Sir, 3s | INK: i A | | cy, n POT 

Since troubling you with my addteſs of the 31ſt, ult. to the Honourable Board, I have received the 
honor bf your letter of the 3d inſtant, with its encloſures : I beg leave to return my acknowledg- 

ments for the indulgence thereby granted me. FO egy : 5 — 


The minutes contain ſufficient e to anfwer my addreſs of the 31ſt, without further trouble 
to the Board, if they will be pleaſed to permit you to tranſmit the ſenſe thereof to me, in addition to 
the deciſion of 21ſt ult. on my caſe : Under this iden, permit me to trouble you with the following 


remarks. 


My letter requeſts a deciſion on the 3d charge, without reference to the Court bf PiteRors. 
Upon this head I find, in the Governor General's minute, the following words: I do <P" 75 


N 4 


G3 x vo © 


„„ | 
« (Mfr. Johnfow) of this charge. ot public ground. Upati the ſame. ſubject Mr. Wheler ſay (e Mr. 
cc Feen in point of official 5 may appear correct in itting the old e the 
« Vizier in preference to the new. Theſe two favourable extracts, if they are not the unmixed 
ten of the refolution of the Board, yet they ſhew ground for not leaving this charge to the 
diſtant decifion of the Court of Directors, which is the whole aim of my requeſt on this article. — 
Again, upon the lean from che bankers, Mr. Wheler fays, ( It appeared calculated to produce a fudfen 


« and immediate ſupply of caſh, at a time when it muſt be allowed it was much wanted.” This was, 


in truth, the drift of the meaſure. The ſame minute adds, That as the burden fell not on the 


« uſual aſſignments for the Company; but on newly refumed funds, the only blame which (in Mr. 
« Wheler's opinion) can poſſibly be attributed to this tranſaction, lays in the terms, and even this 
« muſk depend (he 6901.00 local knowledge. Upon this. I alſo would beg leave to obſerve, that 
this opinion, the ſole relative to me on this fe. affords grounds to condemn, mitigate, or acquit 
me from my ſhare of any criminal intention in this tranfation, without further reference, = 


S . 
Theſe are the two points which regard the firſt part of my addreſs, Db WET, 
The ſecond part is, an opinion roqueſtets upon the ahead eri tendency of that part of my 


- 


rondudh, which has been arraigned in the charges. Upon this I am happy to unite the following 


concluſions of the minutes of the Governor General and members, who give opinions on my 
conduct. —The Governor General Gl «That Coney ee faults are mere errors and inad- 
« yertencies.” Mr. Wheler fays, “ It is my opinion, that in thoſe points where Mr. Johnfon appears 
« moſt cenſurable, he erred oP og ems nd not intentionally.” Mr. MPherſon fays generally, 
« That he thinks it juſtice to Mr. Johnſon to confeſs, that he believes the repreſentations of the con- 
« fuſions in the Vizier's country were in ſome degree exaggerated by prejudice, and the diſa 


int 


1 


* 


« ment of ſome whoſe intereſts were affected by the arrangements of the treaty of 


would willingly hope, that theſe three opinions might clearly unite in forming à favourable anſwer 


to my ſecond requeſt. Had theſe been extracted in concluſion to the other reſolutions - of 21ſt 


inſt. I ſhould not have troubled the Honourable Board with my laſt addreſs. I hope ſelf- partiality 155 


has not miſled me to make partial extracts; if I have, the whole is yet before the Board, and their 
final reſolution will be alone guided by their own candid and impartial ſentiments; and as 1 have no 
doubt that they will 3 lean to the ſide of indulgent Tenth than to that of harſh Juſtice, I 
flatter myſelf they will, if poſſible, admit the favourable conſtruction to be inferred from the above 
extracts, although they ſhould appear more drawn by what I wiſh them to mean, than their abſolute 


4 


* p 


Once more recommending myſelf to their indulgence, I ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Calcutta, Pour moſt bedient and moſt humble ſervantt. 
Ah Nov. 183. ll d8ignedſ) R. JOHNSON. 


— 


. The Board having declared Mr. Johnfot gullty-of che 1ſt, ad, 4th, Sti, and 6th charges exhibited 


_ againſt him, and given; it as their opinion, upon the whole, that © he has been ſufficiently puniſhed 


« by the privation of the office which he held, and by the ſudden manner in which the nature of 
« the complaints and evidence then before them induced them to recall him to the Preſidency,” they 
think it now proper to add, that the reference in this caſe, to the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
is only intended to be made upon thoſe general principles, by which all the acts and proceedings of 
this deen, are referred in courſe to them, for their -Gual vippcobetion amd confirmation; but that 
the ſentence is abſolute ; as it would be hard, after having recorded an opinion that he has been 


ſufficiently puniſhed, to refer any part of his ſentence to further puniſhment. 


With reſpe& to Mr. Middleton, the Board have pronounced him guilty of all the charges pre- 
pared againft him; but he has likewiſe ſuffered a removal from his ftation, and they have not 
thought proper to ſentence him to any further penalty; nor do they leave it in reference to the 
Court of Directors to do ſo, but tranſmit the enquiry into his conduct to them on the ſame general 
principle above-mentioned ; and it will reſt with them to take cognizance of his caſe, if they ſhall 


think proper. I am of opinion, that the reference ſhould not be particular, but conſidered as made 
upon the ſame general principles 55 which all the acts and proceedings of this Government are re- 


ferred, in courſe, to the Court of Directors, for their final approval or diſapproval of them. 


If the majority of the Board are of the preceding opinion, on the lübeck ef Mer. Johnſon's de- 
"fence, it is a weſolution of the Board of courſe; and I believe the words fafkei Fi by 
removal from office, in Mr. Wheler's and the Governor General's minutes, imply the reſolution; 


% 


but 


: 


| 
Il 
1 
ay 
| 
3 | 
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but I radi; in my minute on Mr. ones 8 de 8 A and the anſvers 6 to them 5 | 


to my _— and of courſe . of the e of Directors. i 
LEE kate. f 3 Wade Wi 115 (Siet bY | MPHERSON.. FR 
- The falowing tote was: in conſequence written to M. John bye th gema. 
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5 of your letter of the 3iſt ult. in anſwer to which, as well: us to your letter to me of 4th _ 
inſt. I am ordered to acquaint you, that the reference, in your caſe, to the Honourable — 


Nerbudda. e 75 2 ? 2 wp 7 . bes 
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Court of Directors being intended to be made upon th e principles, by which all the acts 


and proceedings of this Government are referred in courſe to them, for their final approbation 
and confirmation, 1 . in * e e wr * * of N " 
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The lowing 3 "UL Me.  Middlcton woah wh PTY on. He" 6 "inſt; 11. 2 
Middleton! 5 bebe complied with, and he was „ furniſhed with the pin ior ons of che 
member of the on the n f!!! On DOT IROR 


To J. p. : AURIOL, Eli SECRETARY FI the HONOURABLE the GOVERNOR. * 


— hn Series wr 


Lane received the honour of jour ett of de Ste e e eee 


' Thave now only to requeſt that you will be pleaſed to aſl the permiſſion cn Baard 
to furniſh me with a copy of the 8 and minutes 1928 wy N re- ; 


en of the Board has been abſtracted. 


1 = [Thav th honour oe te TT ons | : 5 
ee 5 Narn. 3. MIDDLETON... 8 
A letter from Mr. Middleton The orders of the Board are requeſted upon it. TE 


th Nov. 55 e 1 95 (Signed) 3 EBAY, 


72 ; e 7 | Fee ea. w. H. 5 
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EXTRACT of GENERAL LETTER from BENGAL, dated 0 5 Deccmber 19635 5 

ESSRS. Nathaniel Middleton John Charles Middleton, and Wm. Markham, hav- 2 

Par. 5 M ing deſired our permiſſion reſign the Honourable Company's ſervice, we have 
N them permiſſion, and they N to eb by the e now 7 BRAT diſpatch. 


| EXTRACT 5 


Vor. II. | 
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| EXTRACT of BENGAL GENERAL CONSULTATIONS, the 5th January 1784. 


Tir following letter from. Nr. Middleton having been received and circulated fince the laſt 
meeting, the minutes which are entered after it were returned. | 


_ _ Honourable Sir, and Sirss ISP) | ) | 
An impaired conſtitution, from the effects of near twenty years conſtant reſidence in this country, 
and more particularly the circumſtances of my domeſtic concerns, ſtrongly preſſing my return to 
Europe, I have to requeſt, in conſideration of both, that you will be pleaſed to grant me permiſſion 


to relign the Honourable Company's ſervice, and to proceed with my family to England, in the 
ſhip Barwell. %% age nk reefs | 725 | | 


It affords me the moſt ſenſible miortification, that on this occaſion, under the aeddicament | I have 


the misfortune to ſtand-in, I cannot hope to obtain from the Honourable Board that ample teſti- 


mony of my conduct, during my continuance in the ſervice, which it has ever been equally my en- 
deavour and ambition to merit; but as the declared diſpleaſure of your Honourable Board has 
been confined to my conduct in the laſt twelve months of my reſidence at the court of Oude, 
the particulars whereof are already in reference before the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
I muſt crave from your indulgence. ſuch mention in the general letter of my conduct and ſer- 
vices, previous to that period, as in your judgment they may appear to have deſerved ; for which I 


ſhall be very thankful. 55 5 
Calcutta, 5 have the honour to be, &c. 8 8 
21ſt Decr. 1783. „ NAH. MIDDLE TON. 


The Governor General has no objection to a recommendation of Mr. Middleton, in the terms 
he requires.— He has already given ſufficient teſtimony of the eſtimation in which he held Mr. 
Middleton's conduct in the charge which he held by two ſucceſſive appointments (on the ſpecial 


| rae of the Governor General) previous to the laſt, by the unceafing endeavours which, it is too 
well 


known, were uſed by him for the continuance of Mr. Middleton in that office ; and that he was 
animated in the ſupport of Mr. Briſtow ſolely by the conſideration of public duty, is as evident, 
from his requeſting the removal of Mr. Middleton, when the conduct of that gentleman ap- 
peared to him exceptionable, in oppoſition to the ſuggeſtions of common prudence, which might 
have withheld him, had he had any other intereſts or concern than the public at heart, to connive 


at what he ſaw blameable in Mr. Middleton's conduct, rather than, by infliting ſo public a cenſure 
on it, to diſcredit his own judgment in the confidence which he formerly repoſed in Mr. Middleton. 


+ Mr. Stables.—I agree to the recommendation of Mr. Middleton in the terms of his letter, 


Mr. Macpherſon.—As the members of the Government, who were witneſſes of Mr. Middleton's 
ſervices previous. to my arrival in Bengal, aſſent to it, I have already expreſſed, in my minute on 
the ſubject of the charges againſt him, my opinion of his ability and temper. | 

In conformity to the above minutes, Mr. Middleton was recommended to the Court of Di- 
rectors in the general letter per Bar well. a | 


* 


1 
* N 3 : . 


EXTRACTS of Mr. MIDDLETON's DEFENCE, to the 


' GOVERNOR GENERAL and COUNCIL. 


"THE current annual claims varied from 70 to 130 lacks of rupees, which the revenues of the 
country, as will appear by reference to former accounts, never anſwered to, ſeldom Lr to 
the Reſident's treaſury beyond from 60 to 80 lacks, the conſequence of which was, that the balance 
was annually accumulating, inſtead of decreaſing by the annual receipts. When I took charge of 
the office of Collector of the Vizier's aſſignments to the Company, this balance upon the Reſi- 
dent's book, cloſed to. the end of the Fuſſullee year 1187, was 32 lacks, excluſive of 104 lacks 
army donation. In the year 1188 it increaſed 12 lacks, making 44 lacks, when the Governor 
General arrived at Benares the beginning of 1189. To diſcharge ſo much of this balance as was 
due to the Company, therefore, was the object of the treaty ; and to enſure the accompliſhment of 


it in the ſhorteſt time poſfible, a plan was laid down, one part of which was the ſuſpenſion of ſun- 


dry current claims upon the Nabob ; ſuch as Mr. Wombwell's office, and the temporary and ca- 


valry brigades, which together amounted to ſo heavy an expence, that, with the continuance of 
them, even the current annual claim could not be anſwered, much leſs the above-mentioned ba- 


lance 


1 46 ] 
lance liquidated. But the year 1180, from unforeſeen events, was already began ere the treaty 
was f ky ; and theſe large lies could not he removed without ſame previous notice. Between 
two and three months were aſſigned them for preparation, in which time it was ſuppoſed ſufficient 
funds would have been forthcoming for their diſcharge. The paying them off involved another 

| balance of arrears to them reſpectively, not included in the balance of 1189 and 1188 to the Company. 
9 5 Theſe arrears further ſwelled in their amount, becauſe the 1 many” collections to the period of their 
diſcharge were not equal to their pay and arrears, and a proviſion for the other indiſpenſable diſburſe- 
ments of my office, 'which obliged me to deviſe other means of liquidating them ; accordingly, after 
a long negociation, attended with much difficulty, I accompliſhed a loan at the beginning of the 
year, on my own credit, of 10 lacks ; without which exertian, the reſources of the whole year 
would have been clogged with the increaſing amount af theſe arrears. While the effect of m 
negociation was yet in ſuſpenſe, another balance, before unheard of, amounting to upwards of 2 
lacks, was ſent up from the Pritilency. Why this balance was unknown to the Reſident, to the Go- 
vernor General, and conſequently not included at the ſigning of the treaty, will be ſhewn in its pro- 
per place. I had pledged myſelf to the Governor General for realizing the Company's balance, which 
of courſe meant the balance in agitation before us at the ſigning of the treaty, which had this for its 


Notwithſtanding which I realized both, as well as the arrears, then alfo unknown, and: fur- 
ther replaced the failure of the affignment on Furruckabad, &c. amounting altogether to 135 
lacks of Fyzabad ſiccas, near a crore and a half of current rupees, inſtead iſtead of 60, 70, or 80 
lacks, which has been the utmoſt exertions of the management of former years. | 


The following ſhort ſketch of the groſs amount realized by me, will more clearly explain the 


4 foregoing. 8 | | | | 5 
1 Amount aſſignments for current claims, the firſt inftallments of which I was f 
„ forced to anticipate by an advance of 10 lacks — „55 ng! 76, oo, oo 85 
| Amount balance agitated at the 1. of the treaty, deducting army donation 44, o, ooo 


7 
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Amount further balance from the Preſidency, — — 286,0, 00 


| Rupees of forts 1, 46,00, ) 


WE 


„ «Ä . “ V 


I ſhall now ſtate the circumſtances of the balances which I am charged for not realizing. I have 
ſaid that the balance, as it ſtood. on the Reſident's books; at the ſigning: of the treaty, was the balance 

I ſtood pledged to the Governor General to realize. It afterwards appeared, that upon adjuſting the 
general books at the Preſidency, a ſeparate balance, accumulated in the courſe. of ſeven years, was due 
Nom the Nabob for military, ſtores, &c. ſupplied: from the Company's: magazines, difference/ of _ 
coinage, and other heads therein, particularized, amounting; to 26 lacks: to the 3oth April 1979. 
But from circumſtances unknown to me, no intimation of any ſuch claims had ever before been 
given to me or my predeceſſors. 1 09 %ͤͤͤ 8 


- 


— 


Notwithſtanding this, and its coming to me unaccompanied by any order of the Board, I propoſed, 5 
Fi in my letter of the 21ſt February 1782, No. 8, to recover it, and did actually bring the amount to 
1018 | 1 cCWredit in my accounts for 1189, as. ſtated in my addreſs to the. Honourable Board of the 7th Septem- 1 5 


ber 1782, No. 9. 


But after this, when the general books at the Preſidency were brought up anether year, a further 
ſimilar claim appeared for 14 lacks for military ſtores, &c. ſupplied. the-Nabeb. to that period, 
the 3oth April 1780. This came too late to be included within the year 1189. I had already ex- 
ceeded my pledge, and accepted reſponſibility from 44 to 70 lacks, above half as much again. 
I could not venture, at ſo advanced a period, or more properly the cloſe. of the collections, to extend: 
it to 84 lacks, The new reſources, formed on new ſayings, . could. not. operate. without end, 
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Hil nor in ſuch. great proportions within the firſt year. Moreover, had I been 5 of reſources to, 
© BY enable me to include it, I met a greater peed from the Nabob and his: Miniſter on:the. ſecond, 
1 claim, than I had experienced on the firſt. Upon explaining. the, firſt, account to them, when. I: 
„ came to the charge for military ſtores, they demanded to have their deliveries of military.;ſtoresg, 
ar and the charge of the Candahar horſe, with the Bombay detachment ſet againſt it ; when, aſter much 
r | difficulty, I prevailed ſo far as to induce. them to ſuſpend. this claim; T it, would. be. 

duly and equitably conſidered in future account, which the Governor General's aſſurances afterwards. 


to the Nabob confirmed. This ſerved, once, but would .ngt af ſecond time, when the demand of: 
14 lacks became repeated on the ſame grounds. So far from acquiclcing, they, called, upon me 
then to perform the aſſurances I had given them on the former occaſion, bi ſetting. againſt the. 


Dann, 
” * — — a — — a . * — 1 
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1 account, the amount, of their deliveries of ſtores, &c. which they would, be. ſatished.to have. cltimated. 
1 by any mode of valuation the Board would preſcribe. They argued, that if I would nat agree to 
| | oo uy | ? x __ 
\ n 
| 


| Dat 


3 r — 


this, they muſt conclude, that their claiins were nt imeafit th be confided; in Which cas @ 1 mlt 
« at once take the country, ſince juſtice was out ef the queſtion.” ' This Was hoe ge 
guage: I for the preſent yielded to it, and referred the claim to the corifideratiort of the Boar 


In return for which, the e 


44SEC 


v4 © 


lo 1 


nate 
d, 


who 


Let me here be permitted to obſerve; that had the whole claims and expedtitions of the yea? been 


could decide upon it. 


* 


perſiſted in, they would have amounted to neat double the Nabob's niet revenue; viz. 


Current claims = + — Ie ET Feeds 


Chunar balance, including donation — — 5500 j,õ/gꝗ ⁰ ũ ꝗ F 

Further balance to April 17 79 _ — — 26500, 000 

Do. — =— April 1780 WOE +: 00 r 14, o, ooo 

Major Palmer's claims — — EW — 82, 0, 0 0 
2,550 õͤh˖f, 


Upwards of two crores and a half; beſides arrears to troops jecalled; and 
flailures above explained, for which the Miniſters raifed 25 or 26 lacks more. 
Groſs ſettlement —— F 8 | 
Os NO eee 1 The Nabob's net revenue, to my knowledge, neyer ex- 
BB 1 45 00,000 8 a crore and a half, but generally fell very ſhort of 
of nominal revenue, never that ſum. 15 
completely realized. 


V 
I had given the ſtrongeſt hopes of liquidatin the e be balance, for which I ſtood pledged, 
from the fruits of this negociation, and that J ſhould be able to conclude it in fourteen days.—1 


performed it within ten days after my arrival at Fyzabad ; and I truſt, when the nature of this bu- 


ſineſs becomes duly conſidered, my conduct in the execution of it will not appear any more a crimi- 


nal diſobedience of orders, than it was a breach of promiſe on thoſe orders. As I underſtood the 


cafe,. the. Nabob had à claim of inheritance of his father's treaſures upon the Begums. The pub- 
lic treaſury was unqueſtionably his right, with the dominions and Government that devolved 
upon him at his father's death; however, from conſideration of reſpect and attention to the Be- 
gums,  the- Company: (upon their yielding up a part of the treaſures of the deceaſed, declaring it to 
de the. whole) agreed to ſtand between them and any attack from the Nabob, and further gua- 
ranteed Jagheers for their ſubſiſtence. The influetice of the Company's Reſident at the court of the 


Viaier became the pledge and ſecurity; of his- Excellency's agreement with his family, and would 


probably have continued: ſo to the preſent! hour, had it not appeared that theſe Begums and their 
agents have uſed / the property and power, thus cncreafed' and preſerved by our mediation, as in- 
ſtruments againſt us. They fomented and jorned in the plan of a general extirpation of the Engliſh, 
's guarantee was withdrawn. I was no longer to yield to them 
the protection of my office, but leave the Nabob to the recovery of his rights; my eee being 
to take effectual care, that ſuch recovery ſhould be converted to the liquidation of the Company's 
balance, and generally to aſſiſt the Nabob in effecting the object. All this I did. I arrived at 
Fyzabad the Toth January, in three days.—On the 13th, at day-break, i or the Nabob in full 
and quiet poſſtſten of the Kella and palace of the Begums, who were con 1 7 at his entire 
merty antÞ devi. In ſeven days more, on the 20th, the buſineſs was” concluded, Under that 
date I infbrmed⸗ the Governor General of my*ſucteſs3 to which he replied, in terms that en- 
courage me tædhope my conduct and complete ſucceſs in that very delicate buſinefs had met his 
approbation, and that the juſtification of my firſt proceedings, offered in my addreſs of the 5th 
February, would be admitted. The whole buſineſs took up but ro days. I had promiſed 14 from 
the... . day of March.—I ſet out the 4th from Lucknow, which carries me two days beyond my 
promiſe; but had it taken twenty days; or even a month, it could not, I flatter myſelf, be termed a 
long or unwarrantable delay, when the importance of the buſineſs, and the peculiar embarraſſifients 
attending the proſecution. of it to its deſired end, are conſidered. The Nabob was fon to the Begum 
we were to procetd againſt ;—a ſon againſt a mother muſt-at leaſt ſaye ag in his mode of 
proceeding; The produce of his negociation was to be received by the 


ompany: Receiving a be- 


aan eee the Nabob—withdrawing their protection were circumitances ſufficient to 

mark the Engliſh as the principal movers in this buſineſs. At a court where np opportunity is loſt 

to throw odium upon us, ſo favourable an occaſion was not miſſed to perſuade the Nabob that we in- 

ſtigatedd him to difhonour his family for our benefit. The impreſſions made by ſuch ſuggeſtions con- 

ſtantly retarded the progreſs, and more than once actually broke off the buſineſs, which rendered the ut- 

moſt caution on my part neceffary, eſpecially as I had no aſſiſtance to expect from the Miniſters, 3 
| e e cou 
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could not openly move in the buſineſs. In the Eaſt it is well known, that no man, either by himſelf or 
his troops, can enter the walls of a Zenana, ſcarcely in the caſe of acting againſt an open enemy, much 


leſs of an ally —an ally againſt his own mother. The outward walls, and the Begum's agents, 
were all that were liable to immediate attack; they were dealt with, and ſucceſsfully, as the event 


proved. I therefore confidently truſt, if it ſhall appear to the Honourable Board, as it does to me, 
that the ſpirit and main object of my orders were ſtrictly adhered to and fulfilled, that they will not 


longer hold me criminal for a deviation from the preciſe letter of them. 


The zd and laſt diviſion of my charge relates to the current buſineſs of my office, unconnected 
with the immediate objects of . treaty. This includes want of political information, exempli- 
fied in the flight of Almaſs Ally Cawn — employment of troops—diforders in the Nabob's coun- 

In anſwer to this charge, 1 muſt be permitted to obſerve, that beſides the general information 


1 


contained in my liſt of my public correſpondence, hereto ſubjoined, immediately after my arrival at 
Lucknow, on the 24 October 1781, I gave a complete and particular detail of the racing of the 


rebellion (influenced by Rajah Cheyt Sing) throughout the country, with the teſtimony of Colonel 
Hannay, and other officers, which was afterwards confirmed in fuller detail, by the depoſitions taken 
on the ſpot by Sir Elijah Impey. After this, nothing new in that line occurred, the rebellion 


every day, and in every quarter, ſubſiding, not increaſing. Thoſe who roſe in ſupport of the Be- 


cums, my letter from Fayzabad ſtated ; but they roſe and fell with the buſineſs, excepting one of 
the aids ſought by the Begums in Bulbudder Sing, who, in ſpite of all our efforts to cruſh him, 
continued his reſiſtance, and fell only two months ago. x 


5 * * o 0 * 


P. S. I have thought it unneceſſary to mention, that I have made no diſtinction, in quoting my | 
public correſpondence, between letters addrefſed to the Board, and to the Governor General ; the 
orders of the Honourable Board of the third July 1781 (never ſince revoked) precluding the neceſlity 


ol ſuch diſtinction. 


1 


EXTRACTS of LETTER from Mr. MIDDLETON to Mr. HASTINGS ; dated Luck- 
„ | now, 25th March 1782. | 8 2 


The third article, which includes the Jaguire of Fizulla Cawn, among the reſt has hitherto been 
deferred by the poſtſcript to your general inſtructions, which forbids it, until circumſtances may ren- 
der it more expedient and eaſy to be attempted than the preſent more material purſuits of Govern- 
ment make it appear. However, I beg leave to 1 that a ſtipend or allowance, in ready 
money, to that Chief, in lieu of his Jaguire lands, ſituated and peopled as they are by his own 

tribe, in vicinity to three capital territories of the ſame caſt, would be far more conducive to 


the intereſts and ſecurity of this Government, and as ſuch permit me to recommend it to your con- 
ſideration. | © We 


mY 2 „ 0 OI ES 4 

Theſe complete your inſtructions, ſince which you have directed, as an additional article, that 5 
the Nabob ſhould be ſupported in his claim upon the Bow Begum, for the inheritance of the late 
Vizier's public treaſure.— This has alſo been done; 45 lacks have been recovered, and the Be- 


gum's chief agents are now under ſevere reſtraint for the remainder of what they engaged to 


produce. 


To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, GOVERNOR GENERAL, Se. 

99 | | Ro | „% 

The Begum having finally agreed to ſurrender to the Nabob the treaſures of his late father, 
the Nabob Shujah ul Dowlah, which ſhe had hitherto retained in her poſſeſſion, his Excellency 
deſired me to withdraw the troops from the Kella, that the Begum might return into it, in order 


to deliver the treaſure. To this I conſented, as alſo to the re- delivery to the Nabob of the two 
eunuchs, Bahar and Jowar Ally Cawn, without whoſe preſence and aſſiſtance nothing could be ef- 


fected, as they were the only agents employed by the Begum in the ſecreting and depoſiting it ; 
they previoully pledging themſelves to be preſent, when called upon, to anſwer to the accuſation 
wheeh I have informed them was laid againſt them, In the mean while, the Begum has delivered 


over 


STS. 
oer ber Oben Shamheer Caen, who was Phouſdar of Tanda when Captain Gebe arched 
there ; {6 that TOE the while buſineſs, upon which I came here, is in the moſt favourable 
| | ' I have the hanour to be, with the greateſt reha 
 Fayzibl, | | 

ths 20th January . e Were eee aaa 
0 moſt humble ſervant, | | 
NW : Wa. + (Signed): NATH. . ores | 

2 | 1 5 nn 27th Jan. 1 782. 


I have received your letter of the 20th inſtant. I thank you for the good news which it con- 


tains, and for the proſpe& which it Nas afforded me of a Os and pro — termination of the 
meaſures impending. | 


1 deſire thag you will endeavo to ende Nabob from concluding any ſettlement with the 
Begums, untif tHe Board, or _ f, have x te Nah of the amount br hs treaſure recovered 
from tho d, of the Valance dat af the lateſt period from the Nabob to the Company. 


I hope to receive 3 you a report of the final iſſue of this buſineſs, and of a ſum realized, and in 
your poſſeſſion, for our relief, in time to ſend advice of both by the packet now under diſpatch ; and 
[7 ſhall wp it open until the 7th of nett month, but no W for that purpoſe. Hoes 


I am, Sir, 1 „ 

r va nat mn HASTINGS 

rue COPY, * 5 | | | - * 
Nach. Wallas. , = NI. 


To the HONOURABLE wanne; aner GOVERNOR GENERAL, Se. Ke. 


„ 


I have had this FR FRY honda: to receive gate of the agth ultima; and am ex- 
tremely concerned that the mode of onducting EA ayzabad buſineſs, 52 ſet 12 in . addreſfs 
of the 18th January „ d not meet your an approbation. Permit me to aſſure you, Bir, it is 
with the greateſt RG I ever:wenture to deviate from the expreſs. letter of your an ons 3 


and I cannot accuſe myſelf of . done it on a occaſion whe it did not appear to my judg- 
r 


ment, that the 5 gp and «poi of m rende adviſeable, ani that * . neceflity wo 
* ſuch latitu ” 


In the preſent 1 it was") zore in appt e ** FB PEAT in 88. chat any 1 
tion was made from your orders dr the 26th ember ; for Fog ugh I was conſtrained, from 
{tri regard to the Renee of what I conſidered the firſt object of this undertaking, to 
admit o a temporary forbearance, the reaſons aſſigned i in my es of the 18th ultimo, the 
Begums were at that time to be conlidered as aer at the merey of the Nabob; cheir Jagheers 
were in poſſeſſion of his Aumils ; "their troops diſperſed at the Killa of Fayzabad, which included 

alſo the Bhow Begum 's Own. babuskon, under ah dong of his Excellonsy' 8 * our che. 15 


It l only to get poſſeſfion,, of her 7 d. to elf this it was chen, e, is ſtill, 
he 


my unalterable opinion, that it dilpendz to employ temporizing expedients, and 
to work upon the hopes and Tb 12 Bey b. rlelf, and Es ally == thoſe of her 
principal agents, through whoſe means alone 1 — appeared any probable chance of ur 1 
acceſs to the hidden treaſures of Ale late Vizitr:: And whom 1 acquaint you, cha the 
greateſt part of the treaſure, which has been delivered to the Nabob, was __ — 7 moſt 
ſecret receſſes in the houſes of the two, Eu \whence, of courſe, it could not have been 
extracted, without the adoption of the e means, wt als induce the. bg I ha ſhall hope 
for your approbation o I mult "lo obſerve, ** no further rigour which 
I exerted, could have been uſed agaluſt females in this 1 to whom there can be no acceſs. 
The Nabob, and Salar Jung were the only two who could enter the Zananah. The firſt was a 
ſon, who was to addreſs a parent, oy of gourſe could- uſe no language or action but, that of 
earneſt and reiterated ſalicitatian ; de ther was in all , appearance a. traitor, to our cauſe. 
Where force could be . Was 150 e The troops ef the 


m were driven away 


, yoalls of n 


and diſperſed; their guns — wed: . fark „ ſeized 
be " # our troops, at the * 8 Wat and her chief agents impriſoned and put 1 
01 | irons. 


8 


4; Be? 
irons.. No further ſtep was left; and in this ſituation they ill remain, and are to continue (except- 
ing only the remiſſion fol the irons) until the final liquidation of the payment; and if then you! 
diäeem it proper, no poſſible means of offence being left in her hands, or thoſe of her agents, all 
her lands and property having been taken, I mean, with your ſanction, to reſtore her houſe and ſer- 


vants to her; and hope to be favoured with your early replys as I expect that a yOu ri OGG 
the final furrender of all that | is further expected from the Begum. | 


| | ry have the honour to be, &c. &c. 
8 


NATH. MIDDLETON: 
the 5th February, 1782. Reſdt. at the Court of the Vizier. 


LIST of Mr. Middleton's Public Corelpondens with the The, 
Board, from the Period of ſigning the Treaty of Chunar to the 23d-of 
October, x76 2, when he delivered over the e to Mr. Briſtow. Tr 
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To the Comptroller of the Offices. 2 
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To the e the Governor General. 
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and Council. 
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Do. Sc. Members of the Supreme Council. 
To the Honourable the Governor General. 
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Do. Do. Do. Nets 


b | To the Honourable the Gorernor 3 &c. Members 4 the 


Supreme Council, © 
To the Honourable Board. 


To the Honourable the 88 General. 


Do. e Do. | 
To the Secretary to the Honourable the Governor General and 
Council. — — | 
To the Honourable the Governor General. 
Do. &c. the Members of the Supreme Council. 
To the Honourable the Governor. General. 
To the Honourable Board. 
10... ; Þ RT | 
Do. I Do. 19 88 | 
Ta: the Secretary to the Honourable the Governor Gaps, 
Council. 
To the Honourable the Governor. General. 


To the Honourable. Board. 


op 2d; Do. 
F the Honourable the Governor General. 
Do. i Do. 8 * * 
To the Honourable Board. Ine 
Do. „„ % 
Do. 12 | 15 . Do. | FO T6 4 
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L Wang Board of Inſpetion, 
To the Honourable the Governor General. _ | 


. To the Honourable Board. 


o. Do. 
To the Comptroller of the Offices, &c. 
To the Honourable the nike "ra General, ue. Members a the 
ts Council. 
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To the HONOURABLE BOARD. © 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | i R 
I have this day received, confirmed information of the death of the Nabob Nudjiff Cawn. My 
opinion upon this ſubject I had the hongur to ſubmit to the Governor General under date 24th Fe- 
bruary laſt, upon a premature information of the deceaſe of that Naboby which hitherto I find no 
reaſon to alter; I therefore beg leave to refer your Hottourable Board to that, as containing every 
ſentiment or information that I can at preſent upon the ſubſe. OOO Ft 


The Nabob Vizier ſeems to think it probable, or poſſible, that Mahadafee Scindis may be induced, 
either at the inſtigation of his own ambition or at the King's ſolifitationz to proceed to Delhi upon 
this cofhuncture 3: his alarms and apprehenſions upon this head, Ne ſtates in his lefter of this day's 
date to the Governor General; and in order to prevent the only one of the two afore-mentioned in- 
ducements, which lays within his reach te attempt, he has written ah Are to the King, affaring him 
of his attachment to his intereſt, declaring himſelf rk ws march with his forces to ſupport his 
views, and mentioning your Government as &ually. welt diſpoſed to his ' Majeſty, and finally recom- 
mending to him to call in no ther foreign aid. He has ao written letters of condolence to the late 
Nabob's family, and others of encouragement to the principal commanders of his armies; adviſing them 
to continue firm in their duty and #tegiance to the King, whom he tells them he is Marching to Delhi 
to ſupport. Moſt of theſe chiefs were formerly the ſervants of this court, and many of then connect- 
ed by blood to the Viziet's family. His Excellency has fd made an applicatioh to Colonel 
Morgan to remove the ſubſifljary brigade towards Etawa, to BE in refidineſs to Act ity icaſe any 
emergency ſhould require it. I have fent his Extellency's application to the Colonel, but have only 
recommended his holding the brigade in readineſs to mafth to that centłal ſtationy either upon the 
receipt of your orders to this effect, or ſome intermbdiate urgent neceiſſtty occurrihg, which may 
preclude the propriety of making any delay Whatever. This wil, I hope, meet your approbation. 


I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpeR, 981 7 
5 5 Hlondursble Sir and Sirs, | * a 


roth April, 1782. Vour moſt obedient. 5 
5 i e 3: at 
-  (Sighed) NATH. MIDDLETON. | 
. 


.''To-the: HONOURABLE BOARD: E. | 
_ "Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | O88 Ack. e n 
' The contentions and party diſputes which have prevailed at the court of Delhi ſihte the death of 
the latẽ Nabob Nudjiff Cawnz ſeem nov to be taking a decided turn in favour .of Mirz Shuffer 
Cawn, whoſe pretenſions to the chief rule in the admififſtration, although acknowledged and ſe- 
cretly eſpouſed by the King tidve hithertò mitt with violent and ſucceſsful dppoſitien from Affraſiab 
Cawn ; but the latter having a few days ago foutid it -expedierit to. move with the-thhin bely of his 
army acroſs the Jumna, for the defence of Ris own poſleffidns againſt the Mireatened4ttacks of Ma- 
homed Beg Cawn Amdiny; whb is joitzed/ with the vppolite party; Mirts Shuffer-availed Mmſelf of 
this conjuncture, to attempt by ice the effe&6al eſtabliſhment. ef his authority at the caþttal ; ac- 
cordingly, on the 11th inſtant, he marchbd his wilole army intb-the towhy, Ttized upon the principal 
gates and avenues, ſurrounded the houſes of: Mudjud al Ddwla, the Dewan Nudjf Cod) Cawn, 
and Luttauft Ally Cawn, all of whom wefe united in dombination agüfiſt himy'dnd Rtured the 
perſon of the former, as he has alſo, probably, by this time that of Nudjft-Cooly Cawh, Who had, 
when my laſt intelligence was diſpatched, oft all his artillery, ſeveral of the principal Pisdars, and 
was reduced, as a laſt reſource, to the neceflity of defending himſelf with ' muſquet ay within 
the walls of his private:ilbitation. The caþtute of his peffori will Baye Mirza Shiffer Cawn 
without any competitor. upon the ſpot capable of ppoſink' hit, and enable kim immediately to turn 
his whole force, in conjunction with Mabhemed Beg Cawh; aguinſt Affraſatb and his party, with the 
faireſt proſpect of ſucceſs. J)%ͤ ĩðͤ BB Ace rs 


There ran I àpprehend, be nb doubt but His — upon this turn Ef affairs will Weerfully 
and openly acquieſce in the demands of Mirza Suffer Which it appears have never extended 
beyond the inveſtiture of ſuch offices as he is univerſally allowed to have had an indiſputable claim 
to ugth the Yeah of N udjiff Cawn; and he is a perſon attached, both from ties of conſanguinity and 
inclination, to the Vizier's Government, as well as the firſt in rank and credit among the remaining 
chiefs of the empire. I preſume the Honourable Board will conſider his riſing influence as 2 
favourable incident to the political intereſt of the Company; being well aſſured that the ſmalleſt en- 
couragement given to this chief, were it to conſiſt only in the acknowledgment of his title to the aſ- 
| | cen 


0 20-1 
| he has acquired, with the bare name of our ſupport, would ſecure his attachment to the 
mutual intereſts of our own and the Vizier's Government ; and render him not only a powerful 
barrier to theſe provinces, but a moſt uſeful partizan, ſhould motives of neceflity or expedience at 


any future period induce your Honourable Board to extend your views beyond the limits to which 
they are at preſent confined. - | . 


I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 
| | 1 Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
Lucknow, | | © Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
the 14th September, 1782. = (Signed) | NATH. MIDDLETON. 


2 — 


EXTRACT of LETTER from Mr. MIDDLETON to the HONOURABLE BOARD ; 
| 9 - dated Lucknow, the 17th September, 1782. = 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, „ dy: 7g Fs 

Conformably to the ſpirit of the inſtructions given to me for my guidance by the Honourable 


\ 


the Governor General, upon the concluſion of his agreement with the Nabob Vizier at Chunar, 


I have the honour to inform you with his Excellency's concurrence. I have ſtationed in each 
Aumildary throughout theſe provinces an agent of my own nomination, in the capacity of Daroga 
Taſſuah, or Muſter Maſter to the naar . troops, whoſe duty it is to muſter and tranſmit to my 
office, regular monthly returns of thoſe eſtabliſhments ; and upon whoſe report and ſignature alone 
their pay is to be iſſued. This meaſure will eſtabliſh a neceſſary check upon the conduct of Au- 
mils, and effectually obviate thoſe abuſes and miſapplications conſequent to the former irregular 
mode of conducting this branch of expence. I could not with propriety have taken ſo deciſive a line 


in this buſineſs at an earlier period, as the Nabob and Miniſters, returning to the capital fo late as 


the month of October, found themſelyes obliged to continue the Aumils already in employ in their 
reſpective truſts, or riſk, by new appointments at that advanced ſeaſon, the loſs of the whole 
collections on the Kkhereif or firft crop, which amount to two fifths of the annual revenue, 
and the ſame circumſtance involved the neceſſity of leaving their agreements nearly in the form in 
which they ſtood the preceding year. Hence it became difficult and dangerous to take any imme- 
diate ſtep for the introduction of the Governor General's arrangements, beyond laying the founda- 
tions of a future reform, which was duly attended to; and theſe I can now ſecurely build upon, 
as by availing myſelf of this early period every Aumil is previouſly appriſed of the terms on 


which he embarks, and ſtands without excuſe for any failure in his Moe ron I ſhall have 
the ſatisfaction of laying before you very ſhortly as correct a return o 


the troops actually em 
ployed, as it may be poſhble to make, after curtailing numbers every where, as far as it can be done 


conſiſtently with the ſecurity of the collections; and out of the ſavings, which I am confident of 


immediately producing, I have ſtipulated with the Miniſter for the maintenance of four complete 
regiments of the Honourable Company's troops, at the rate of 25, ooo rupees per month each, 


as eſtabliſned by the Chunar treaty. Should this meaſure meet your approbation, and it be ſuit- 


able to your views to enlarge the plan, I have no doubt of being able, by T. to introduce 
as many more regiments as you may wiſh to have employed in lieu of the Government troops 
now maintained for the ſervice. e 5 85 . 


1 has the finer ſatisfaction to inform your Honourable Board, that 1 have at length prevailed | 


on the Nabob Vizier to carry into effectual execution the meaſure recommended by the Honourable 


the Governor General, for the inſtitution of Courts of Adawlut, under proper regulations, through- 
out his dominions. Molovy Mowbean, a very reſpectable, learned, and diſtinguiſhed man of the 


law, has been appointed Sudder ul Huck, and a deputy on his behalf is going out with each 
Aumil, accompanied with a proper and competent eſtabliſhment for the due adminiſtration of 


juſtice, independently of the Phouſdars and Collectors. This meaſure will alſo, I flatter myſelf, 
meet with your approbation. „ . TT 


It is incumbent upon me to inform you of the improper conduct of Fyzulee Cawn, who for ſome 
time paſt has been carrying on à conſtant correſpondence with the Rohilla Chiefs, and main- 


tains diſcourſes in his public Durbar of a very contrary tendency to the line of his duty, and pro- 
feſſed allegiance to the Vizier. | | fa 


It is. not very likely he would be able to effect any thing that could materially endanger theſe 
provinces, yet it muſt be obſerved, that any attempt, however unſucceſsful to himſelf, would to a 


_ certainty occaſion a very heavy loſs in the Vizier's collections. An advantage gained by his 


troops in a late unfortunate diſpute with two of the Vizier's battalions at Darangur, has 
the natural effect of exciting inſolence and temerity, and makes it now not very eaſy for that 


Chief, were he ſo inclined, to repreſs the turbulent Piet of his followers. 
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By the 3d article of the treaty concluded between the Honourable the Governor General, and 
the Vizier at Chunar, his Excellency is impowered to place Fayzula Cawn upon the ſame footing 
with the other Jaghardars, giving him his allowances in money inſtead of lands. But the 
Honourable the Governor General, though acceding to the Nabob's Pogue deeming it unad- 


viſeable that the meaſure ſhould be attempted in the then fituation of this Government, and during 
the active ſcene which occupied the Company's. troops, I in conſequence prevailed on the Nabob to 
ſuſpend it until a more convenient opportunity might offer. "Theſe objections to the meaſure 
being now, I conceive, removed, and this being the only Jagheer exiſting under the Vizier's Govern- 
ment, I would, if the Honourable Board are pleaſed to approve, venture to adviſe the reſumption of 
it, as ſoon as the ceſlation of the rains will permit. For this it will be neceſſary the Nabob ſhould 
obtain not only your previous ſanction, but aſſurance of your ſupport, in caſe, which I think 
very probable, his own ſtrength ſhould be found unequal to the undertaking. 


The poſſeſſions of Fayzula Cawn are fo ſituated, that there is no poſſibility of cutting off his retreat, 
whenever he might chuſe to attempt it; and ſhould ever it ſo happen, the great extra collections he has 
for ſome years paſt made beyond the amount for which the Jagheer was originally granted, now 
ſuppoſed to be accumulated to one crore and an half of rupees, muſt prove a total and impairable 
loſs to this country : It ſeems therefore worthy the attention of your Honourable Board, to co- 
operate with the Vizier in ſuch meaſures as may be moſt effectual in obviating the miſchiefs which 
his Excellency juſtly apprehends from leaving Fayzula Cawn in his preſent unreſtricted ſituation, 


_ eſpecially as the propoſed change cannot, in my conception, be conſidered as any actual innovation 
on the rights of that Chief's treaty with the late Vizier, which ſecure to him an annual income of 


fifteen lacks, and this the Nabob by no means deſigns to deprive him of, but wiſhes to pay it 
in money, inſtead of allowing him to collect above thrice that ſum from lands, by means which 
drain the other parts of Rohilcund of their recates and revenues, and enable him to maintain a a 
large force ready upon all occaſions to join any internal or foreign enemy, which might riſe in 

oppoſition to his Excellency's Government; and there can be no doubt but Zabilla Cawn, with 
whom he is cloſely connected, and keeps up a conſtant intercourſe, would ſeize any openi ng which 
might yield him the fainteſt hopes of recovering his hereditary poſſeſſions in Rohilcund. 0 


* 
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EXTRACTS of Letters from the Reſident at Oude to the Governor 
General and Council, reſpecting the conduct of Fayzula Cawn. 


—_— 


EXTRACT, dated the 27th December 1781. 


ce | MUST alſo take the liberty to add my opinion, that unleſs Fayzula Cawn, remotely ſituated 
« as he is, out of reach of interruption, in the center of his own tribe and country, connected 
cc uninterruptedly with the other two remaining Patan powers, becomes included in this general re- 
« form of the Jagheers, or ſome effectual check impoſed upon him, the whole may prove abortive ; 


which, if fully enforced, may fave this country, and with it poſſibly much of our own blood and 


« treaſure.” 


4 
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EXT RAC T of Ditto, dated the 24th February 1782. OG” 5 


In ſuch an event, I ſhould think it very probable he would be joined by Fyzoola Cawn, who, 
« there is ſtrong reaſon to believe, is by no means well affected to the Vizier's Government, and who 
ce has of late made ſuch preparations, and ſuch a diſpoſition of his family and wealth, as evidently 
&« manifeſt either an intended or expected rupture.“ 1 Fa 


EXTRACT of Ditto, dated the 25th March 1782. 


c The third article, which includes the Jaguire of Fyzulla Cawn among the reſt, has hitherto 


« been deferred by the poſtſcript, to your general inſtructions, which forbids it until circumſtances 
«-may render it more expedient and eaſy to be attempted than the preſent more material purſuits of 


& Government make it appear. However, I beg leave to repeat, that a ſtipend or allowance in 


ce ready money to that chief, in lieu of his Jaguire lands, ſituated and peopled, as they are, by his 


«own tribe, in vicinity to three capital territories of the ſame caſt, would be far more conducive 
| | | | WW. 


[551 


« to- the intereſts and ſecurity of this Government; and as ſuch, permit me to recommend it to 
« your conſideration.” | | FO 


n_— Q 


EXTRACT of Ditto, dated 15th April, 1782. 


« Zabitta Khan, at Ghous Gheer, is arming and entering into alliances with the Secks. The 

« Nabob. Fyzala Cawn, from the beſt intelligence I am-able to procure, carries on a cloſe and ſecret 
« correſpondence with him ; he is gone ſo far as to throw out ſome very inflammatory diſcourſes in 
« his Durbar ; and by this day's intelligence it appears, that ſome unuſual reſtraints have been impoſed 
«on my agent, who hitherto had free acceſs at his Durbar, to ſend intelligence of what paſſed 
« there. I ſhall be very watchful of his conduct and motions, and not fail to give your Honourable 


« Board regular information of every thing that I may think worth your notice. I have the honour _ 
« to be, with the greateſt reſpect,” 2] . ; | / - 
| | N True extracts. 


(Signed) 


NATHL. MDDLETON. 45 


EXTRACTS of Mr. JOHNSON's DEFENCE. 
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zd CHARGE, Con. "th Septem- 
5 ber 1782. 


MAJOR PALMER's LETTER. 


POR ſending repeatedly to the Vi- 
Miniſter Hyder Beg | 


zier and to his 
Khin to adviſe them againſt tranſ- 
ferring the 10 lacks of rupees, in- 


tended as a preſent to the Governor 


General, to the Company's account, 
as it would be a precedent for further 
demands, which, if the V izier did not 


reſiſt in the firſt inſtance, this Govern- 


ment would never ceaſe to harraſs him 


This extract, and the matter of the remaining charges, 
are not in the copy of the proceedings of the 7th September, 
ſent to me in December laſt; I am not the leſs ready to meet 
them here. 


The act and intention, as far as I ſhould limit them, 


in admitting myſelf the cauſe of preventing the 10 lacks 


mentioned from being at that time paid to the Company are 
true. The reaſons aſſigned for ſuch prevention © leſt 
the Nabob ſhould be again harraſſed, &c.“ are the Miniſters 
own words and objections made to me, transferred into my 


for money. mouth. The mode alſo by meſlage is likewiſe miſrepre- 
es | _ "ſented, but that is immaterial ; ſuffice it for me to explain 
the act: I acknowledge 50 lacks were due in balance: 
All the Nabob's reſources not promiſing to prove equal 
to diſcharge this balance, a new claim was at this ſame 
inſtant made of 82 lacks: The reſources in my hands 
the ſole funds exiſting to anſwer both; the means unequal 
10 the ſum in this charge. to this end——the queſtion remained, which of the two 
_ | claims, the new or the old, ſhould be firſt paid? I did not 
Total 82 heſitate one inſtant to declare, that if any of the aſſets 
— | placed in my hands ſhould be attempted to be eſtranged 
from the purpoſes for which they were aſſigned, I ſhould 
declare it a breach of 8 5 Þ They were to diſcharge the 
balances of years. The ſole object of the late treaty, and 
| all the meaſures connected with it, had this ſingle point for 
x their end: Could I, deeply pledged for the fulfilment 
7 of this treaty, ſubſcribe to the total ſubverſion of theſe 
- meaſures, at the very moment of their completion in the 
termination of the year preſcribed and allotted for their 
operation? I could not; I ought not. Therefore I thus ob- 
ſtructed the whole, of courſe the parts of that whole, for 
the reaſons above aſſigned, and no other whatever. Whe- 
ther ſuch preference, ſo aer to a previous claim, was cri- 
minal or meritorious, reſts with the Honourable Board td de- 
clare, when they recollect that retarding neither expunges or 
_ diminiſhes a claim. Permit me here to ſubjoin, had the 
10 lacks been uninvolved with the 72, or had the aggregate 
ſum not been required within the period left for liquidating 
the balances intruſted to me, or had not the aſſets lodged in 
my 
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my hands for this purpoſe been the ſole funds from which 
ſuch payment could be attempted, fo far from impeding _ 
even for a moment ſuch a claim, I ſhould have been the 
firſt to ſupport and urge it to its completion. | | 


E % »! on RE TY 


Sc CHARGE. | ö 


For further neglect of duty, in Mr. Middleton left Lucknow the 18th June, and re- 
not having written a ſingle letter turned the laſt of Auguſt. The duty he intruſted to me | 
to this Government, during the was limited and reſtricted to cloſing the balances. In which 
abſence of Mr. Middleton from his he requeſted Major Palmer, to whom he made over the 12 
ſation at Lucknow, to report the litical department, to aſſiſt me with his ſupport, if I called 
ſtate of the provinces, or of the for it. The line was ſpecially drawn. The political in- 
Vizier's dominions, or to mention formation of courſe reſted with the political agent. He at- 
any one occurrence of thoſe parts, tended the Durbar, where my buſineſs never called me. In 
notwithſtanding the important events my line nothing new or remarkable occurred during the 
which took place during that interval, period above mentioned. The death of Nudjiff Cawn, 
from the contentions which enſued with all his . actual and probable, had been 
upon the deceaſe of Nudjiff Cawn, —_ laid before the Board and the Governor General ; in the 

and the diſturbances in the Vizier's Reſident's letters of the gth 1oth April to the Governor, the 


25 country; from the defection and flight ſame date and 15th to the Council, and again in ſeveral 


of Almaſs Ally Cawn, one of his prin- letters immediately after his return upon reſuming the re- 
cipal Zemindars with a conſiderable ſpective charges intruſted to Major Palmer and me. With 
treaſure and force; from the refrac- reſpect to the Vizier's dominions, nothing new happened in 
torineſs and diſobedience of other the conſtantly tnrbulent ſtate of the Zemindars of the coun- 
Zemindars; and from other cauſes, 75 where the rents are collected at the point of the ſword. 
vchich the Board have ſince been in- Many rumours were ſpread of the intended diſaffection and 
formed of; and for not mentioning flight of Almaſs Ali Than. The Reſident Me | 
the diſaſter which happened to two. after his return, informed the Governor General (date 
battalions of the Vizier's troops at September) that he had aſcertained them to be groundleſs 
Daranagur, all- which the Board ob- reports. While 1 was acting, during which time the ru- 
tained no knowledge of, but from mour firſt began, I had always an agent with him. His 
private information. chief manager and moſt confidential agent was always 
4 bs with me, and with the Miniſter ; who likewiſe had an agent 
conſtantly with Almaſs. The Miniſter's intelligence uni- 
formly agreed with mine. I never loſt an opportunity ta 
compare them; and neither of us, I will confirm by oath, 
ever believed him beyond the Nabob's limits. What I offer 
to confirm and atteſt, is my own belief, with the Miniſter's 
conſonant declarations made to me; and I truſt, that the uni- 
ted teſtimony of Mr. Middleton, the Miniſter, and myſelf, will 
be received by the Board, as equal, if not ſuperior in weight, 
to that of others, who cannot have had channels of informa- 
tion ſo much to be depended upon as thoſe I have ftated. 
However, my belief, well or ill grounded, being what I have 
| Rated, I could not have informed the Honourable Board of 
an act I diſcredited. © ng 
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But ere I can call for their deciſion, I muſt proceed to explain a point with which I am 
not charged, but with, which I muſt now charge myſelf, as I find it ſolely laid to Mr. Middleton. 
He is accuſed with anticipating the revenues, and loading them with an uſurious intereſt upon an 
advance made to him, and brought to credit in his account. This crime originated with me. He 
only ſanctified it by his authority. The greater ſhare, if not the whole of the blame it may incur, 
muſt therefore reſt on me. The total ſum conſiſted. of two parts, nearly halves, 25 lacks each; 
one was a negociation of the balances due from the different Aumils, agitated and ſettled by the Mi- 
niſter himſelf; the other, an anticipation of rents aſſigned to pay a Banker for the advance he 


made of the amount required and, negociated. The charge is or ſhould be therefore confined to 


this laſt. The whole tranſaction: will of courſe be fully ſtated by Mr. Middleton, as it ſtands in- 
cluded in his charges. All that I mean here to explain is, that the rents anticipated by aſſignment 
to the Banker, in other words, the funds upon which the advance was made, were not the rents 
of lands upon which the Company had ever received their aſſignments, or which had ever ſupplied 
the Naboh's treaſury. and wants, but the reſumed rents of rebellious and other Jaguerdars (chief- 
ly Letafuts, Begums, and Salar Jungs) forming an entire new fund, now, As, ner 
| FE brought 
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' brought into the Nabob's and Company's offers by this plan; it became therefore in ſo much 
wo to the Nabob. The plan, in other reſpects, ha it met with encouragement, Ha 
new channel of reſource upon emergent occaſions to the Nabob and Company. The Bankers 
properly noticed and rewarded for an advance of 50 lacks (an inſtance I beſiere never before 
equalled) would have been ready upon. a. xepetition of the call. The intereſt termed uſury by 
the Board was the uſual intereſt of the country where the loan was made. The eſtablifhed in- 
tereſt of a country is no uſury in that country, whatever it may be deemed in others. But had 
the intereſt been uſurlous or high, the Nabob paid it, not from his own revenues, deficiencies in 
- which could afterwards be felt by his allies, but from new funds. He would gladly have paid it 
from his own, to anſwer the great purpoſes affected by it. It enabled him to | fulfil a tre A 
treaty of the higheſt concern to him; à treaty for eee of which himfelf, his 
niſter, and the Reſident, ſtood pleuged the completion of which compriſed a great benefit to the 
— ,,, 
this plan to fulfil the treaty; therefore, had even the Nabob's own uſual reſources, or even thoſe 
uſually aſſigned to the Company, been in teality anticipated, ſuch an anticipation would have bern an 
advantage to the Company by an advanced payment, and not a detriment or injury, upon which 
alone the difapprobation-of the Board can be grounded.” I therefore now hope that this explariation 
will induce the approbutlon inſtead of cenſure of the Board upon this meaſute. © 


ab . 
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_ . EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, the 21t October 17863. 
b era An; General delivers in the following minute on Mr. Middleton's defence. | 
| Lhave not time to examine Mr. Middleton's defence on the charges againſt him. My letters, 

' which were written to him on the different occaſions which drew on him the declarations of 


m 
diſſatisfaction with his -conduct, and his in reply, ought to be read with his defence, and if 
afford both equally the ſtrongeſt evidence | ag * 


| ml particularly | 
* r to Mr. Middleton, that he ſhould not 
had once employed 


ſures. 


.relenting- 
nd Great mi 
private 
deſi 


ſo 


Fiſty lacks are Rated by Mr. Johnſon as a Joan propoſed to be received from che Nabob. 
Major Palrnet had no orders from me to exact ſuch u contribution from the Nabob. It was the 
Faun bdief that Hyder Beg Cw)yn and Almas Ally Can poſſeſs much private wealth : And & 
e means of ſecuring private wealth" in India confiſt only in two very . ous erpediants 
Firft, by-depoliting it wich Shroffs or bankers, who may fail, or refuſe to raturn the truſt 3 and 

| ſecondly, by burying it in the bowels of the earth, from whence it never returns to its pn 


I deſired Major Palmer to explain to both the nature and currency of the Company's intereſt notes, 


and perſuade them to inveſt their money in thoſe better ſecurities. I have a very faint recollection 

of ſomething like a propoſal to unite the Nabob's name in the tranſaction; but it ended without 
effect, nor could it at any time haye been conſidered as a ſpecific demand. The remaining twenty 
or twenty=two lacks was, as I believe, the eſtimated expence of an eſtabliſhment of Sepoys, pro- 
poſed to be raiſed for the purpoſe of defending the Nabob's internal dominions but neither was 
this, or could it, be a ſpecific demand, for I diſcouraged it as ſoon as it was made known to me, and 
it went no further than mere ſpeculation, | 12 5 | | 


be. Þ Aa 


F 2 


ele of - 82,00,000 rupees, ſo has Mr. Middleton added to his [receipts 26 lacks which do not 
belong to them, being an anticipation of the revenue of the ſucceeding year, I am unable td 
proceed further in my remarks : But I.muſt formally declare, that Mr. Aiddleton i is,” in my Jug: 

ment, guilty of all the PPE WRECK have been preferred againſt him. FT 


9 * * 
* * m2 4 4 
, 4 4 2 4 


The Governor Genera delivers in. the following obſervations on- Mr. . — defence... x 


Mr. Ichnſon had no mbtlicrity to recommend the 8 3 a appointments. to, the te. & 
Amis; ; my inſtructions, which he quotes, allow him only a negative power, and was well under- 
ſtood: by Mr. Johnſon to apply to the Nabob's orderlies, a mean and wretched crew, whom his 
diferaceful partiality had admitted to ſuch truſts. Mr. Johnſon, ang 6 acknowledging that he did re- 
commend perſons for ſuch appointments, and that he ſuppo is recommendations by. urgent 
and reiterated importunity; proves the ſubſtantial part; 1 theſe charges againſt 0 ein 1170 


7 plete. am morally certain that Zaidads or Aſſets "ol 10 lacks, either i in nments of lad: or rin 
bills, had been prepared, and were in the charge or poſſeſſion of Mr. 5 before Major 
Palmer's arrival, and left with Mr. Johnſon on Air. Middleton's departure. This ſum was de- 
claredly given for my uſe, but never accepted by me; the al advantage I made of the offer 
was to requeſt the Nabob to transfer it, with the obligation ſtill reſting "ith equal weight upon 
my gratitude for the original deſtination of it to the Company, for the relief of their prefling 
neceſſities. The rectitude of this tranſaction depends effentially upon princi iples which every man 
feels and acknowledges in his own breaſt, but can hardly be judged by the teſt of an official. rule; 
it might indeed have added to the Company's claims upon the Nabob ; but I am not ſorry that Mr. 
Johnfon choſe to defeat my intentions, ſince it would have added to the Nabob's diſtreſſes, but with 
no immediate relief to the Company. If in his own breaſt he can view the ſecret motives of this 
tranſaction, and on their e gdh 1 _ ge 1 as 15 do „ 8 of the ow 


on public ground. | 


1 Mr. Johnſon being laden this aden with other Rp 1 hich I beliave to: ids 
ee I cannot reply to them with a certain knowledge. This can only be e 00 
m—_ Palmer, but men 19 7 55 is not worth . trouble or __ 1 ſuch a ede 170 4 


Abbe purth ge is provid by the . tate of the an; the iflenſions that prog 
between Mr. Johnſon and the Nabob Vizier, and by the total neglect of all eee de ina * 
2 Mr. Johnſon with this JOE ET the rein of his e e e dee n e 


5th. — The defeat and diſperficnl of two of the Nabob Mee battalions, able Mr. Jahns 
| acknowledges but calls a fray; the notoriety of Almaſs's defection; the inſolence of the treaty 
| concluded b him with his maſter; the fears expreſſed by Mr. An for the iſſue of his nego- 
Ciations, left they ſhould be impeded by the diſtracted ſtate of the Nabob Vizier's dominions, and 
the lengthened hoſtilities with the ack Bulbudder, which have but recently . ſubſided with his 
death, are all proofs of the truth of this charge. Of the inſtructions left by Mr. Middleton to 
Major Palmer, inveſting him with the- political agency, I never rags nor 00 * beliere "wy 
Ae ATT a2 e a Antal if ſuch a truſt was ever o ered. 


-.6th.—I cannot examine this a in its full extent by the 5 — returns. He 22 be ob. 
tained two battalions from the ſtation of Cawnpore to oppoſe the rebellion of Bulbudder : But he 
never apprized the Board of this, and my orders were moſt peremptory and explicit upon this ſub- 
jet. It matters not that the terms of the charge reſtrict it to the brigade of eee His 
diſobedience is equal, from whatever command the detachment was withdrawn. 1% oben 


Ith Of chis charge Mr. Johnſon is clearl * ac acquitted upon the whole e I have 
Arlt) delivered my opinion on Mr. Johtiſon's defence, I 2 add, that I think he | has 
been ſufficiently. puniſhed by the deprivation of his office, and by the ſeverity with which it 
vas immediately effected. Not to be worſt ſtands in ſome rank 1. praiſe. His faults ſink to 
mere errors and inadvertencies, when compared with thoſe of his aer and are er on in 1 
eee with thoſe of the panes me | 
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As Mr. Middleton and Mr. Folinſon' have ſwelled the amount of the current heat by an 


wo - 


To 


! 
To Mr. NATHANIEL MIDDLE TON. 


v — a» 4 


* 
3 


815 „ Con 

I am directed by the Honourable the Governor General and Council to acquaint you, that they 
have attentively read your anſwer to the charges prepared againſt you, and that they are of opinion 
you have by no means acquitted yourſelf of the facts . therein; but as the whole will be in 
reference before the Honourable the Court of Directors, they leave it to them to decide finally upon 


| Fort William, PULL Le Jam, & o. ; ; 


f Approved, The Governor General. 


—. 
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EXTRACT of GENERAL LETTER from BENGAL, dated goth December 1783. 
Par. 6. Mr. Nathaniel Middleton has requeſted to be mentioned to you reſpecting his conduct and 


conveying his approbation of both to that period, we beg leave to refer you to it, and to add our 


ſervices previous to his removal from Oude; and the Governor General having given in a minute, | 


favourable opinion of his abilities and temper. 


ä 


ee eee 


b e g - 


* 


COPY Proceedings and Correſpondence relative to the State and Condition 
of the Country of Oude and its Dependencies, and of the reigning Family 
thereof; including the Charges made by Mr. Haſtings againſt Mr. 


* 


i 


To. the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, and the MEMBERS of the 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


1 Have the honour to encloſe the copy of my correſpondence with Captain Jaques, to with 
1 four contigent bills tranſmitted to me by that Gentleman. In regard to the gun, I beg leave 
to inform you, it has lately only been delivered over to the Aumils, and the cattle and men attached 
to it were till then ſupported by Captain Jaques. OBE Ns 


The circumſtance relative to the commotions created by Bulbudder, in the diſtriéts of Sablone 


and Jayes, I have already ſubmitted to your conſideration ; it is with great pleaſure I inform 


that he has not returned to the Vizier's dominions: In my addreſs of the 3oth ultimo, I mts 


the capture of the Fort Korrayu; the Vizier has thought proper to direct the Aumils capitally to 


puniſh the two ringleaders, Amrow Sing and Gundcharry, taken in arms in the ſaid fort, as They 
were conſidered in the light of Bulbudder's adherents, and have on former occaſions interrupted the 
pea de of the country. 1 Nee fon pa 


Captain Jaques has, in the courſe of the ſervice, conducted himſelf with 8 and activity; 
and it is owing to his exertions, in conjunction with thoſe of the Aumils, Iſmael Beg and Tuekee Beg, 
hay? the buſineſs has been brought to its preſent ſtate with loſs of very few lives, and little detriment 
to the revenue. DOT e 00 Sgt bg os | * 


T 
VVV JOHN BRISTOW, _ 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


r I (Signed) 
28th Feb. 1783. bes ben ; | i 


T 


[ 4 1 


e! Mr, BRISTOM, kinn, RE SIDENT ; at 1 vil COURT. 


wo - Vi | 
"The Oni Dita ao prope wth ch Kg 1 wk in Ma TJ UE EN 
Nadbd's oy (that had been with Abdulla Beg when he was killed) hay Allied. me to 
Write vod the purtieulats, that they tight be paid the arrears which they 1 de deen; Thave 
been induced thereto, as alſo to acquaint you, that the Aumil Iſhmael * of 
Lumſdaine, has paid them one month and a half wages, being for the time left F yzabad 


under my command up to the firſt of the preſent mon Pho r. Therefore It ficeiys there is 
A due to them, for the time = were at Fyzabab, of about five months * IRE 


| | ” 1 have ay honour to Mp... ; 
8 FAS | Str. Nc. 3 
December 14, 1752. (Signed) | „ 120, : JAQUES, Og 
| 25 0 ee at f | 
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e e Dube 
to 
| Regiment; dated 2gth E mbery 1782. 1 e 


.... ar 
I have received your letter of the Wer inſtant. 


The Aumils are intruſted about furniſhing the expences anending the bullocks attached to te | 
Tr 8 artillery, 5 


W sro. > Pig, RESIDENT « at the vr vebvrr. 


ES 5 


* * : 5 * 
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NS bg, 

* am honoured with your's ; of the 1 e and "8 its wag! i to inform 3 PE Gt for 
3 of ſix weeks after I marched from Fyzabad, no Aumils were with me, of courſe 1 I was 
under the neceſſity of ſupplying every neceſſary, both to the cattle and gun. Ammunition of every 
fort included, and the wheels, which were taken from different carriages, almoſt tumbling to 
pieces, with every other part of the wood and iron work, in ſuch a bad on. that I was obliged, 
on our coming to our encamping ground, daily to ſet every hand to work that I could meet my 
and by this attention Nave at 1 1 in ts every thing into a very good condition.” 1 
have eh got forty-two roufids, and fttcn r of grape, which I ſuppoſe wil be ſufficient for the 
ſervice of the gun while under my care. 


ET 


I am now to requeſt your permiſſion of aſking you in-what PTY am 'td be reimbür n | 
above-mentioned t ah, as alſo for the W people I have been neceffitated to rol for the 
e of the gu crofling the goòmty, levelliag 6A forts Thir and Chukin, &c, 
fajors have 4 owed ee thouſand rupees per month, while he e in the Vialer 
dominions, in lieu of all contingencies; and I cannot doubt but von will that ſum to be 


very reaſonable, when you conſider the expence and trouble I La been cer to enter into. 4 75 
Iznave the honout to be, „ 1 7 a cies + Ps 7 oY 
Nullah, Jany. . 1153. GH Your ab ths hoy,” 2 
| . THe " "Capt. Comg. he 24 Ban, Tp I 


To eM LEONARD o Jags (cothinanling te 24 Bard of the wo. — F 


Dir, 

| Thave received your's af the PR nden, and mak you will 8 me Fig whoſs e | 

deſtroyed the forts of Thirra and Chukra. regard to the people belonging to the gun attac to 

your tion, as js ery other expence Wend it, 1 2 *haſt reform you the Aumils are allowed a 
certain ſm D r in their Jumma W Wan Baukey. You will pleaſe to tranſmit c ime ithe 
the Charges you have ont and the eſtablihment both of men and bultecs at he 
ou . - e the gun. I requeſt you will inform me if either the late Reſident or your Co: 

ang Officer gave. you any inſtructions to incur on faid charges. 


IThave | 


3 JN” 8 8 Eo * 


fect; and the cattle youll g91 without grain, did I not ſupply: it to e 


. % | 


qa) 


4 have no authority to adit the Vinler to grant any fixed a e for officers on detachment; 
you think urſelf entitled to the monthly ſum of glteen hundred rupees on account of . 
cies * will ſubmit oy claim to the 3 Governor General and enn. | 
1 x Pig e Your moſt bedient base, 15 n 
20th A . Sorel LE 1 8 | Jon BRISTOW.” 
M | Reſident at the Vier C urt. 


To Jour BRISTOW, Eine RESIDENT. at e - VIZIER's COURT. 


N 
1 have received your's of the roth inſtant, and agreeable to your His I have to idem you, 
that the 21ſt November Major Lumſdaine ordered me to march to  Jayes, and render the Aumil 
Iſhmael Beg (who there joined me) every aſſiſtance in my power ; this 2 done to my utmoſt, 
till he left me to proceed for r the middle of laſt month, when Tuckee wil ſent. to 
me in his room, with. orders by Major Lumſdaine, to render him every affiſtance he might requeſt ; 


this I alſo have done to the utmoſt of m wer. On the _ ultimo, in the evening, - Truckee 


Beg told me the Jemidars of Thirſu and hul en had collected the Nabob's revenues from the vil- 
lages about them, and were in arms againft the Nabob's ſervants, refuſing to account for the caſh 
they had received, and requeſted me to march againſt them. The 18th I ſent, and had the roads 


examined; and the 10th I marched, but on our arrival at the Fort of Thirrah, it was abandoned, 


The Ayg, apd me.t ante deſtroyed : I, agreeable to my inſtructions, complied, and aſſiſted , 
him to the utmoſt, in conſequence Which it was even with the ground that night. He then 


informed me it was e to do the fame to the TM ort of * Chu and the 20th it N the 
ſame eh | 


| Tam now to 8 u will Codes me ng to — Ls may. 1 wh 1. Nabob's Re or © that 
you will give' orders to ke Lumſdaine concerning it, that I r take away * Sepoys, formerly 
Golondazes in the Honourable: Company s ſervice, and Who I po ed to. the gun, being maſters of 
that duty, entertaining Sepoys in their room, and who I ſhall immediately arab. now that I 


perceive the avg Bug 1 5 N in OY aro me Ke 5 favs 1 1 the good 1 
the Nabdþ's . e 


4 
* 


I am 41 in — wy to wy * 3 ok your ety —— ane the Arnie are WS: a teln 


ſum on the above - mentioned account, to inform you, that it was after repeated application to Iſh- 


mael Beg, informing him about the people who had been attached to the gun during its ſtay at 


Fyzabad, and who came along with it with. me, a duffedar, fix golondaez, five laſcars, one car- 


penter, one . blackſmith,” and thirty-two guns and tumbril Pullocks, with their drivers; that I 
was able to get one month and a half pay for the men, and who I had been ſupporting at he 
rate of two annas per day each, to keep them from ſtarving. I muſt alſo inform you that theſe 
people and cattle 1 * repeatedly applied to Tuckee Beg for eee ee but en ef 


8 18 0 4a 3 3 a 3» # 4. 


a 
— 


The particulars of the 8 1 have incurred 1 al hereafter ſend you, at Ras they are not 


ready, I will alſo tranſmit you a, copy of Major Gilpin's orders. regarding the gun, on my taking 


charge of it. And regarding the fixed monthly allowance you KO ke had I eg N to 


have made Gs o the Board, I ſurely ſhould. not. have applied en. . bens B1ly 1 
| ' T have the honour to be, "ho 3 , 
Camp, Puree „ 3; 5-4, 40 e 
* 13, . 3 Tour moſt obedient 8 
as 8 (Signed) : LEO. Nous, 


— 


apt. comg. the 2d batn. hd regt. of 2 


To CAPTAIN LEONARD JA Es, commar ging the 24 © Ha. of the ag Xiao 
RT. epoys. 5 F kr | 

Bir . | | 

I N. been favoured with your letter of the 1 2 Ahn; 3 and 3 oY to that part of it 
defiring inſtructions relative. to the diſpoſal of the gun, I am to requeſt . will cauſe 1 it to B 
delivered to the Aumils Mirza Tuckee Beg, and Mirza Iſhmael Beg. 


With reſpe& to the expence you inform me. you have incurred on the Sta it is a "i 
which, for the reaſon already afligned in my letter of the roth inſtant, I cannot poſſibly admit 


without a reference to the Board. When PIE ere N N Do, * ſaid n if | 
you defire it, make that reference; 2 0 


1 am, Sir, x 8 
{bg 8 Ne e Tour 2 obede, „„ 524" 
20 Jany. 1 e e e of igned) lib ech 
: ? * 5 "0 Tt at the ;- Cone. | 
Vor . = To 


— ——ů— en. 
——— K — 


- 


——— 
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LIED. 


7 14 
To. JOHN BRISTOW, Eſquire, RESIDENT 115 ue COURT: rg ve: VIZIER.” 


* | . * n REN 2 8 
The "9 of this, one of the peo le . came 2 nin l to the Nabob's g 
under my command, and by order of Major Gilpin, waits on you with this letter, to know if he 


and the reſt of the people attached to the gun are to have any ſubſiſtence, and from whom, as the 


Aumil will not-advance them any thing, » notwithſtanding my having told him, that your laſt politively 
ſays, that every neceſſary is to be ſupplied to the Nabob's cattle, gun, and tumbril,. b the Aumils; 


and Tuckee Beg, the Aumil with me, tells me be has poſitive orders' from * 2 8 not 
to advance 15 Wing to thoſe 1 1 By 


5 Ly 


1 am 8 to mui ſt you r orders Lewy to | ity a8 1 dare apc to Major Lathe. ſhown | 
bim your letters to me, and my laſt to you, requeſting he would order the gun to be delivered to 


the m_ ror per oe pgs ppb e Kar hoe rene 


5 lle EY 4 e ps pay e e ty" 9 of 
| Can Roolah; neee, 105 weden « rn, 9 — 3 
Ken] 20 . 3 e Ir. e ö 
Bo fs re Jom BRISTOW, , Eſquire, Reſuent at the - VIZIERS COURT. 4 f 
J have been favoured with yours of the 26th inſtant, a = 1 2 n orders for the gun and tum- . 
bril to be: delivered to Hhmael Beg, en to your defi oy | 


Ai ame. inforer yon; aki; e I land: FROM addr thawelicy of teten Rs) 

J left Fyzabad, on behalf of the gun, and otherwiſe,  T will ſhortly: oY you ac ee foe : 
the particulars of, and with which, agreeable to a public letter I received from John 1482 
Eſquire ( Comptroller General laſt year) the Board, I preſume, has but lately concerned thetnſelves ; 


which contingencies, till the time 58 mentioned, have always been anſwered beg the ho carr at 


ae e eee N mgmt cop | 1 
8 e 5 ee 4 5 5 "You obedient ſervant, PEE 

5 Jp 200 1783. Ly Sol 4 OD 1 0 TAQUES, - 
: ES I 3 N 9 Ong. at Ana. 
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EXTRACT of 4 a e Gem u penn Lein * to Me: bine ues at OY: ves, 
. Court; dated from Jelauladabad, in the Diſtrict of Maniſhpore. „ 


LEE 


«th am now to ; requeſt that orders may be ſent me to join my brigade; for, give me take to tel 


you, Sir, I think it hard to be continued on this duty, and not even allowed the Boney 1 have ad. i 


Wade for the * of the Nabob's ſervice, which 0 laft Wer . me. 


nad 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. John, Bat Reldent at . Vizier 5 Cle to ee | 


_ Lequard Jaques, commanding the 2d battalion of the 20th regiment ; dated 1 February I 783: 3. 


I have received your letter without date, requeſting you may be directed to join your 
which it is not in my power to do, until the Visier . deem the ſervice 1 the re 
your command no longer neceſſary in Sahlone. 5 


I have called upon y bu to futniſh me with the particulars of the charges you * e and 


am deſirous that you chould kr them, that I may make a juſt, repreſentation, of 71 


claims. 


* 


. 
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EXTRACT F a Lenet frot SI A Nr to 2 2 John Briſtow, Reſident at : the 
Visier $ Court; dated from Nabob Gunge, 8 February 1783. ee 


| Fo 


Accompanying, I beg leave to tranſmit you Sour bills of the expence I hw incur 


the different . 4 f left Fyzabad, on behalf of his 9 the Vizier, N to your 
N 


To 


' , | 1 25 * . 5 4 8 : 
. : | — * 3 1 ö 

To CAPTAIN LEONARD JAQUES, commanding the 2d Battalion of the 20th Regiment | 
r Eo IM I YT: $10 to 14209 of ere VFC 
3 „ Pt 1 | 
'1-h Cel . 11 ; 75 1 11. * & 4 2 VR * 2 A; 1 
1 have received your fayour of the Sfb inſtant, and now tranſmit you a copy of my addreſs to 

the Honourable the Governor General and Council on the ſubje& of your billss. | 


» A. 4 q : 


— 


5 * 
* : * x " Y i K * 
: , 8 * * 7 * . 9 0 o 1 {4 | k ; 1 . ! 4 . a 9 
. ee re: ß ot 94 have the honour to e e $ mg : 0 — — 
1 1 n 3.9 Lo 3 ods F225 e 1 } 1 be, \ 0 9 8 
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To the HONOURABLE, WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, GOVERNOR GENERAL, 
ce. Members of the Suprer e Council at Fort William. g. 
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 Honourghle Sir, and Gentlemen, n . 8 
Under date the 24th January, 1 had the honour to tranſmit your information relative to the 
Seiks, who have ſince that period committed depredations on the neighbouring countries, and made 
ſeveral attempts againſt, the Vizier's dominions. The ſmall force with, which their attacks have 
been repulſed, flatter me with hopes that little is to be apprehended, if timely precautions be taken. 

Il cannot ſubmit the facts to your conſideration with clearneſs and preciſion, except by a view of the 
whole of my correſpondence and intelligence on the ſubject. I beg your excuſe for intruding 
upon your A erte tention ſuch numerotis papers as T now incloſe, of which a lift accompanies this addreſs. 

My principal reaſon for being ſo particular, is to guard againft the claims and dedutions Almaſs 
Ally Cawn wiſhes to. eſtabliſh for the damages ſuſtained by the depredations of the Seiks, which 
are ſet forth in the repreſentations of his Naibs, No. 7 and 11. He pretends that the collections of 
diſtricts yielding nine lacks of rupees are entirely at a ſtand. I am clearly of opinion the loſs 
can hardly exceed ten thouſand rupees. Indeed I ſhould conſider him culpable for any miſchief his 
countries may have ſtiffered, the troops under his-command being in every reſpect equal to repelling 
the attacks of any body of Seiks likely. to appear in thefe quarters; and I have uniformly held this 
language to him, when he has ſpoke to me upon the ſubject. e eee 


Khawja Ain ul Deen has attended at Lucknow, in order to ſtate the diſtreſſed ſituation of Rohil- 
cund, ariſing from the periodical rains not having been ſo plentiful as uſual during the laſt ſeaſon. 
Ar the end of December, or in all January, a few ſhowers are neceſſary for the cultivation of the 
rubby harveſt; theſe alſo. have failed, but I am happy to underſtand, from the beſt intelligence I 
can obtain, that a famine is not to be apprehended. Khawja Ain ul Deen has objected to the 
payment of the full amount of the affignments granted on him, founding his plea of inability on the 
drought. He earneſtly requeſted to hold the country in amanny, and not in farm; and ſolicited 

to have a Sezawul deputed.on the part of the Honourable Company, and a Peiſhcar on the part of the 
Vizier, to inſpect his conduct. The great expence attending theſe appointments was urged in 
objection to them. Unleſs the perſons ſeleCted for fuch truſts are men of ſuperior abilities, and 
{tric integrity, a colluſion might be formed between the parties. From the experience I have had 
on hea: I can hardly quote an inftance where they have been attended with any good 
to the public; on the contrary, the interference of Sezawuls and Peifhcars creates a divided autho- 
ity, and furniſhes the Aumil with excuſes, for the diſcharge of his duty. By ſuch an 8 
alſo Khauja Ain ul Deen would be relieved from all reſponſibility. The plan I purpoſe following 
with regard to him is, to be very peremptory in my demands untiF the c ion of the year, 
at which period, as no plea of interruption. to the collection can then be urged, 1 of a 
Sezawul and Peifhcar may be adviſeable, and proper perſons ſelected, and inveſted with ſuch authority, 
as may prepare the way for dividing the country into a number of fmall farms. 


My correſpondence with the Commanding Officer will explain the ſteps taken to defend the coun- 
try againſt the Seiks. Tbe letters from Major Brown, No. 16 and 17, ſpeak of their . 2 
in a ſerious light. In regard to his propoſal. of affiſting the King with troops, I ſhould imagine 
the Vizier's finances at this period are not in a ſtate to admit of incurring expences which are not 
abſolutely unavoidable, and I hope the propoſed detachment will be attended with every good effect 
C | Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
e | Humble Servant, 5 
. : e 8 JOHN BRISTOW, 
| Reſident at the Vizier's 9 
e 


2 


nowned chiefs, appeared at the gauts of Kurum Cos, 
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Lift of Inclofures i in Mr. Briftow's Latter of a 1 b March, . : 


No, 1. e of a lerer from Mohummed Calm Khan, & dated i 20th January, at e Rapors/ i 
ERodilcun . TY 


5 2. Copy of a letter from Colonet 3 Maw, commanding i in {to fl, 6 to - Mr. jan | 
| VA Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated 27th Arn 8 We 


3· Tranſlation « a letter from Teig Chund Roy, Naib of 
1 Dien, dated Tuja Gaut, the Evening beth Rubi ul Awil. 


＋ 0 of a letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. John Briton, Reſident at the 
v. 's Court, dated Sunday 4th March, 1783. | 


5. Cop of letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at he Viniee's Oourt, io Colonel Sir John + 1 
r 8 a detachment on the frontier ſtation, dated Sth of March, 1783. 


1 ge Ain 4. x 


6, Copy of a letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier s Cour, to > Colonel aher 
| organ, commanding in the field, dated 5th March, 2783. 55 


rs Tranſlation of a letter from Mahomed Alum Uddeen Conn, dated 5 23d Rudbes al A ny : 
on 11917, to Almaſs Ally Cawn. , | wul 


gs Cop of a letter from Colonel J James s Mor commanding 0 the troops in n the Fas, to FA a 
Tha ohn Briſtow, Reſident, dated 7th Mard 179 >” 5 


BY 9. Cop < extra of a letter from W General Stibbert to Cle! Merge Party 


| 10. Cox TY A letter ELM Colonel Sir 13 head to Mi John Brio, Reſigns = 
SI V izier 's Court, dated FREY, Chur, March 9th, 1783. SN 


11 Copy of a letter from Mohummed Azim Uddeen Can to Almak Aly Conn dated the 2 a5 J 
| and DU of Rubbee ul Awul 1197 kee | fo 


12. Cop of a letter from James Morgan, commandi 1 Tay the 64 wo . 3 3 
riſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated 12 March, 1 78 3. i . 


- 7 3. . Copy Extras of n. from the news- papers arrived from Dey dated 8th March, Z 
e Nh | 


14. Copy of a letter from Mr. Jak Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier l « Coun, to Colonel Sir lan g 
1 
umming, dated Lucknow, 14th March, 1783. 


25464 : 


15. Tranſlation of his Excellency the Vizier's Shoka to Almaſs Aly 8 Takes Makes 4 
Caſim Beg, Thoajk Amiul Dein, and Mohummud Cafim Cawn, dated 7th Rubbee, I 197 


16. Extract of a letter from Maj or James Browne, dated Camp at ls 24 March, , 278g, © 
VMl᷑x. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier' s Court. 
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1 y of A letter from Major James 8 dated Camp at A ut, I 1 b, 1 83 to 6 
1 0 John Briſtow, Refident at the Vizier 's Court. " we 7 Ht 55 


T ranſlation of a Letter Go Mahomed Cazim Khan, dated | 2oth Jann 1 ary; 
WS W in Rohilcund. N 


on the 17th of the preſent month, a numerous arm nar of Seiks, under the conduct of for an 


am Gaut, and Ragjaut, where the river is 
fordable. On hearing of this, I forthwith ordered ſome infantry and cavalry to thoſe gauts, to pre- 


vent their croſſing, and directed them to ſecure all the boats, and faſten them on this fide the water. 


| _ Song day an IT * between the army and my 2 till che N an 
the tun, | 


» * 


L 


Now whereas a. mighty hoſt of the enemy appeared in force at Rajgaut, where the river is 
| ſhallow and narrow, and which is diſtant from my place of reſidence, Rajpoora, about four coſs, I 
before day-break of the 18th got all my dessen and camp followers lodged in the ſmall fort of 
Rajpore, under charge of Mirza Suddur Adun Mahomed, and marched with the ſmall party of 
horſe and foot that I had, towards Raj Gaut, where I arrived before the riſing of the ſun. "The 
enemy, conſiſting of about 20,000: fighting men, including thoſe which ſerve for booty, made an 
effort to croſs, but I arrived at the critical juncture, and they could not ſucceed ; and a fierce battle 
enſued, and continued till the ſetting of the fun; but I cannot fay that any blood was ſhed on 
this important day. Yet, at the cloſe of the day the enemy retired, and I, faithful to my truſt, 
continued with my gallant followers on the bank of the river all night; nor did we ungird our 
loins, though wearied with glorious labour from the exceſs of our vigilance and alertneſs—think 
not it was . "Ft fear, and that it was for the fake of running away: And the divine favour, joined 
with the auſpices of his Highneſs and you, operating in our favour, fear and diſmay invaded 


the hearts of our enemies, and drove away fleep from their camp, and made them anxious for their 


own ſafety, ſo that they ceaſed not to watch all night, and on the morning of the 19th too; and be- 
hold, deſpairing of ſucceſs here, they moved off towards Khorje and Shukapoore. | 


And, to my honour I can relate it, the Goſſayns, a valiant people, though very numerous, dare not 
face theſe terrible Seiks, but on their approach they ſkulked into their forts, and ſneaked into their 
ſtrong places, leaving, to their eternal diſgrace, the 1 5 of their Lords the Goſſayne chiefs 
to theſe mercileſs wretches pleaſure; and they did not fail to ravage and deſtroy the country, and 


plunder the poor. farmers and inhabitants, for they found no one to oppoſe them in all they did. 


Finding no difficulty in committing theſe depredations, emboldened them to meditate upon- acting 


the ſame on this ſide the river, and they immediately conceived the deſign of penetrating into 


Rohilcund as far as Sumbhull, Chandurſic, and Moradabab, which opulent places they had fixed 
their eyes upon, as worthy of being plundered. The merchants and people of thoſe places hearing 

of their intentions, took the alarm, and removed with their families and valuables from thenc 

and went to other places of ſecurity. But py = Ge? the country and for the inhabitants, ! 

arrived and protected them from being ſpoiled. And, | 

and two or three guns, I ſhould without heſitation have croſſed the river, and have given them 
battle; and I flatter myſelf I ſhould have defeated and puniſhed them for their impudence. But, 


conſidering there was a ſtrong and numerous hoſt on that ſide of the water, and J had but a fe, 


followers, I thought it adviſeable to remain within my own limits. But let it ſuffice, I have, under 
the divine fayour and ow happy 77 
cauſed the terrors that had ſeized his 


-- 


xcellency's good ſubjects to ſubſide. | 


et, though I have fo gallantly defeated their deſigns, and diſcomfited the enemy in their firſt 
effort, I apprehend they will not lay aſide their enterprize fo quietly and eaſily, but expect that they 
will.return about two months hence to renew their attempts, with an army numerous as the locuſts 
in ſummer. _ „„ | ; 


A true tranſlation, 
f J. NEAVE, be. 
Aſſiſtant to the 
Reſidt. at the Vizier's Court. 


J had with me but a little larger force, | 


ices, prevented any damages being committed by them, and 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel James Morgan, commanding in the Field, to Mr. John Briſtow, 


| Reſident at the Vizier's Court; dated Cawnpore, 27th of January 1783. 


1 have received your favour of the 25th inftant, incloſing a copy of Mahomed Cazim's letter 
to you, by which it is evident that but a ſmall force is required to oppoſe the Seiks ; and it will, 


I make no doubt, make you agree with me in the opinion of Sir John Cumming's detachment bei 


85 ſufficient for protecting his Excellency's territories from their depredations; indeed I 
5 e 


taken the proper meaſures on the occaſion already. 1 


As from Mohamud Cazim's letter it appears, that Rohilcund is threatened with an invaſion 
by theſe plunderers in two month's time, I judge it requiſite for his Excellency to urge on a 
proper arrangement of troops for the defence of the fords and inlets by which they can enter it. 


(Signed) JAMES MORGAN, 
V ; Col. commanding in 
A true copy. 7% te field. 
Wm. Swainton, | 


Aſſt. to the Reſident. 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from Tug Chund Roy, Naib of Darangur, to Khawja Ayn ul 
BET Deen; dated Tujah Gaut, the evening 6th Rubbee ul Awal. ; by 


The Ach of Rubbee ul Awal, on hearing that the enemy had croſſed the river near the Gaut 
Balu Wallu, on the fide of Tujee Gaut, I diſpatched an Arzee to you, which you muſt have received. 


At the time of gr ang e the above place, I ſent a Chubdar, and an Hircarra to the batta- 
lions belonging to Meer Mohamed Hoſſein at Balawallau Gaut, deſiring that two battalions might 
remain there, and the remainder, with two guns,. come immediately to me, and upon their arrival 
| I ſhould march forward. I alſo ſent a meſſage to the above Meer, who was at Raypoor, to be ready 

with two guns. When the battalions and guns arrived, I myſelf went to Raypoor ; they were left 

under the command of ſaid Meer, to whom I ſent a meſſage, deſiring he would be in readineſs to 
march forward, and that I had waited in expectation of him. He, in excuſe, returned for anſwer, 
that both he and his men were fatigued ; and however poſitive my orders were, and the meſſages | 
that paſſed between us, he came not. Certain intelligence arrived, that the enemy had paſſed the 
river, and were encamping near Sumbull Wallu Gaut ; that the Sepoys under Umjud Cawn, 
who were there, had engaged the enemy; two perſons were killed, and four wounded ; our 
troops retreated from their encampment fighting, and arrived with their battalion ſtationed at Gurry 

Turja ; the encampment fell into the hands of the enemy. They diſmounted their horſes, di- 

vided into four bodies, | beſieged a ſmall fort garriſoned by three companies. Mohummed Um- 
jud Cawn, who was at Bunnaud, on hearing this intelligence, marched with cannon, and ſome more 

companies, to the battalion. He fired upon the enemy with grape and muſketry. By the 
grace of God, and your auſpices, numbers were killed and wounded, and many horſes deſtroyed. 

When night came, the enemy encamped in a plain, near the ſmall fort. I alſo waited at Narveul, 

in expectation of the battalions. On finding, they did not come, I marched to Tuga Gaut with 

cannon, and in company with Meer Mohummed Shaw, Mohummed Huſſein Cawn, Mahommed 

Jafter Cawn, Mahommed Uſman Cawn, Fuſlail Beg, the cavalry of Batly Ne rnd others. 


At that very time Umjed Cawn and the enemy were fighting, he with his troops were in . 
ſmall fort, and the Seiks ſurrounded it, On the moment of my arrival they were diſheartened, 


relinquiſhed the fort, &c. threw many dead bodies into the Ganges, while they re- croſſed; they halted, 


=o 


at a village called Canuhery, five coſs on the other ſide of the Ganges. 

By the grace of God, and your auſpices, we became victorious. The inhabitants of this 
country were exceedingly alarmed when the enemy paſſed the river, but now their fears are va- 
niſhed. I have pitched my tents at Turja Gaut, and have ſtationed Hircarrahs for intelligence. 
What TI hear to-morrow you ſhall be informed of. After the battle was over, the battalions of 


Meer Mahommed Huflin, and Rajah Ally Beg, marched to this place. 
A true tranſlation. : 
| VVV 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſidt. 
at the Vizier's Court. 


COPY of a Letter from COLONEL SIR JOHN CUMMING to the RESIDENT ; dated 
„ | Sunday, 4 March 1783. 85 „ 


Sir. „„ | | 7 | | 5 
I have received your letter of the 1ſt inſtant, and I am a good deal ſurprized that the extract 

of Captain Hawkſhaw's letter of information to me, reſpecting the motions of the Seiks, ſhould be 
miſſing, as I perfectly recollect incloſing it. The only way that I can account for it is, that it was 
wrote on ſo ſmall a piece of paper, that it might have dropped unobſerved on opening the letters. 
The purport of it was as follows: That he had received intelligence that a body of Seiks, to the 
number of between three and four thouſand, had plundered and burnt the village of Carraulic; 
and that, at the requeſt of the Sizawul, he ſhould march to that place. e 


- 


The following is a paragraph of a letter I received this morning from Captain Hawkſhaw, dated 
Aly Gunge, the 2d inſtant. My Hircarras came in laſt night with the certain account of the Seiks 
being gone off. What little miſchief they did was chiefly in Almaſs's diſtrict. 


EY ts | | A true copy. 
moines 5 Wm. SWAINSTON, 
Aſſt. to the Reſidt. | 
at the Vizier's Court. 


ES 


To 


you could ſpare for t 


ſcheme prejudicial to the Vizier's intereſts. 


! | 
To COLONEL SIR-JOHN CUMMING, .commanding a Detachment on the Frontier Station. 


The incloſed Perſian paper is an Arzee from the Naib of Coſs Gunge to dünn Ally Cawn, 
containing intelligence relative to the Seiks : The ſtyle of it. is very confuſed, hardly intelligible in 
many parts. The inconſiderable force which has reſiſted the Seiks may juſtly flatter us with 
hopes that the enemy cannot be very formidable. The diſſenſions pig, the Chiefs at Delhy have 
furniſhed an opportunity to the Seiks to advance in larger bodies to the Vizier's , frontiers than they 
have hitherto been accuſtomed to do; and from every intelligence I can obtain, we may reaſonably 
expect they will continue their attempts upon his Excellency's dominions.. As Khawjah Ayeem 
Dien did, on the firſt appearance of the enemy, repreſent that he had entertained additional troops, 
he was immediately directed to diſmiſs them, and has not been allowed for their ſubſiſtence. The 
Miniſter recommends a regiment ſhould be ſtationed at ſuch Gauts, as will by this arrangement 
be left unggarded: He propoſes that the troops now ſtationed at them may be employed in the 
collections. Before I adviſe the Vizier upon this ſubject, I take the liberty to apprize you of the 
requeſt, that you may furniſh me with your opinion. 0 £ 5 


I beg leave to obſerve, that as the Honourable the Governor General and Council highly diſap- 
prove of detachments, unleſs upon the moſt emergent occaſions, I have cautiouſly avoided re- 
commending them : It appears very likely, however, that a detachment of the Honourable Com- 
pany's troops will be neceſſary in Rohilcund. In ſuch caſe, agreeable to my inſtructions, it is my 
duty to apply to the commanding officer at Chunar Ghur, to affiſt the Vizier with a reinforcement 
to join the troops under your command, that you may always remain with a reſpectable collected 


force. The Honourable 5 


oard are the more anxious on this head, as the ſituation of Almaſs Ally 
Cawn renders it proper to awe his conduct; and I could wiſh you would ſpecify the detachments 
he ſervice of Rohilcund. The Seiks have bi repulſed by ſuch inconſiderable 
odies of the Vizier's troops, that a regiment is the greateſt force ever mentioned to me, either by 


the Vizier, the Miniſter, or Khaujah Ayeen ul Dein, as neceſſary. 


Almaſs Ally Cawn is now at Lucknow. He has regularly paid the Company's affignments ; 
but as his power will be reduced after the collections may be completed, I think it my duty to ap- 
prize you of this circumſtance, in order to explain the expediency of keeping a reſpectable body 
of troops under your command at your preſent ſtation, in preference to your marching: to Rohil- - 
cund, according to your former propoſition, it being well ſituated to prevent his executing any 


LI requeſt you will inform me what number of cavalry you may deem requiſite to act with the 
officer now ſtationed with the Sezauwul of Pa in caſe at any future period the Seiks 
ſhould actually enter the neighbouring parts of the country. I requeſt your opinion alſo on the ſtation, 
a detachment, if you deem any neceſlary, ſhould occupy: on the frontiers of the province of Etay 


or Furruckabad, there to remain until ſuch time as all apprehenſions of the Seiks may ſubſide. 


Almaſs Ally Cawn has pointed out ſome part between Annop Sheir and Jellally, becauſe it would 
cover his diſtricts, e oy nds Hy ag, rn era fiogys oh od try 


[ have entered into a detail of thoſe circumſtances, that you may be enabled to act upon emer- 
gencies ; and I ſhall heartily unite with you in every meaſure that appears neceſſary for the preſer- 
vation of the peace of the Vizier's dominions. I omitted to inform you, that Zabita Cawn had 
ceded the fort of Suckantall to the Seiks, with a view, as is ſuſpected, of favouring their opera- 


tions againſt his Excellency's frontiers, as alſo to relieve his own country from their depredations. 


I beg leave to acquaint you, that I have communicated my intelligence concerning the Seiks to 
Colonel Morgan. Ms | Ls | 


= am directed by his Excellency the Vizier to convey to you his approbation of the ſtep you took 
in ſtrengthening the detachment with the Sezawul of Furruckabad. | | | 


You will greatly oblige me by obſerving ſecrecy in all matters relative to Almaſs Ally Cawn. 


| | I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, | SED _ (Signed) IOHN BRISTOW, 
Sth March, 1783. A true copy. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Wm. Swainton, | 
3 Aſſiſt. to the Reſident at the Court of the Vizier. 
7 To COLONEL JAMES MORGAN, commanding in the Field. | 
"NS iy og | | 
T have the pleaſure to incloſe a copy of an Arzee from the Naib of Caſs Gung to Almaſs Ally 


awn, containing intelligence relative to the Seiks—the ſtyle of it is ſo confuſed as to be ſcarcely in- 


telligible 


5 
telligible in many parts. The inconſiderable force, which has reſiſted the Seiks, may juſtly flatter | 
us with hopes that the enemy cannot be very formidable. The diſſenſions amongſt the chiefs at 

Delhy have furniſhed the Seiks with an opportunity of advancing in larger bodies to the Vizier's 


e than they have hitherto been accuſtomed to do, and we may reaſonably expect they will 
continue their attempts * 5 his Excellency's dominions. Khaujah Ayien ul Dien having been 
d 


directed to diſmiſs ſome additional troops, which he had entertained 25 the firſt appearance of 
the enemy, the Miniſter recommended a regiment ſhould be ſtationed at ſuch gauts as will by 
this arrangement be left unguarded—the troops that are now at them he propoſes to employ in the 


collections. 


I have already been favoured with your opinion concerning the force neceſſary to oppoſe the 
Seiks, that a ſmall detachment, judiciouſly ſtationed, will be ſufficient to prevent their committing 
depredations upon his Excellency's dominions : Should you, however, from any new circumſtances, 
have altered your opinion, I requeſt to be favoured with it. Zabita Cawn has ceddll the fort of 
Suckurtall to the Seiks, with a view, as is ſuſpected, of favouring their operations againſt the Vi- 
zier's frontiers, as alſo to relieve his own country from their depredations. I beg leave to inform 
you, that I have acquainted Colonel Sir John Cumming with the intelligence concerning the Seiks ; 
and the application for a detachment, if any be neceſſary, will of courſe be made to him. 


| J have the honour to be, 
Lucknow, 1 „ | oY 
5th March, 1783. f : Jour moſt obedient 
e humble ſervant. 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, © © 
| | Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mahomed Uzeem Uddeen Khan; dated the 23d of 
| Rubee ul Awul 1191, to Almaſs Ally Khan. "OY 


1 yeſterday ſent an account of an irruption made by the Seiks into Sooreen aud Buddiram, and 


that they had come to an engagement with my Tannadar; as alſo of their having committed 


the greateſt ravages in the diſtricts of Sooreen, Buddiria, Suklian, Kauſhee Gung, and Gur Gurry, 


totally deſpoiling the harveſt, and carrying off all the cattle, together with ſome two hundred 
of the inhabitants, men, women, and children; at the ſame time killing and wounding many 
more. Early this morning 20,000 of their beſt horſe having. ſurrounded Khaſs Gung, the re- 
port of the engagement which followed muſt already have reached you; were I to ſpeak of it, it 


might carry too much the appearance of ſelf-applauſe. 


By the blefling of God, I happened to be furniſhed with two pieces of artillery, of which I 
made ſo good a uſe, that I obliged them to give ground, after an obſtinate engagement: Quickly 
after, having diſmounted, and advanced my infantry to the walls, they made a furious charge; but 
were again repulſed by us, and beaten back to their camp, which is about three coſs from the 


river, and which they regained at night. I ſhall be particularly attentive to all their motions. I 


erday ſent information of the irruption into Sooreen, &c. to Rajah Suveram at Attya, requeſt- 


ing he would ſend me a re-inforcement : but he tells me, in anſwer, that the ſettlement of Shuc- 
| kooabad is in agitation, and the Engliſh battalion is there; but will ſend the troops to my affiſt- _ 


ance as ſoon as they can be ſpared from the collections. The remainder of this letter contains an 
account of his own gall ; the action, in which he flew five Seiks outright, and as man 
horſes. He repreſents, that the collections are at a ſtand, and neither a reinforcement of troops, 
nor ammunition, can be procured in the country, which is become a deſart for the ſpace of 
forty coſs. | 45 2 „ 4698 
| A true tranſlation. VV. 
AI signed) J. NEAVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the 
Vinzier's Court. TS 


COPY. of a Letter from Colonel James Morgan, commanding the Troops in the Field, to the 
| KReſident; dated 7th March, 1783. 1 1 | 


Sir, | 1 

I am honoured with your letter of the 5th inſtant, encloſing a copy of an Arzee, containing in- 
telligence, &c. and I beg leave to acquaint you, that my opinion reſpecting the force neceſſary to 
oppoſe the Seiks remains unchanged; and I can only recommend that his 9 ſhould ſend 
inſtructions to Colonel Sir John Cumming, without loſs of time, to detach a proper number of 


troops for the protection of his dominions, and for the defence of the gauts and inlets which lead into 


them; to which end Colonel Sir 125 Cumming's detachment is fully ſufficient, as you will perceive. 
from the encloſed extract, which I have tranſmitted for your ſatisfaction. | 12 That 


LL &@& 1] 


That letter I received from General Stibbert, in conſequence of my having tranſmitted to the 
Governor General and Council a copy of the letter written to you on a former occaſion. 1525 | 


] had already received intelligence of the Seiks bending their route towards Anoopſhear, and 
Khoogeh, and Cauſn Gunge; and at the fame time I am-given to underſtand that Afraiſab Khan 
has already croſſed the Jumma from Agra, and marched with his army to * the Gooſſaynes, and 
to drive away the Seiks from their country; and I learn alſo, that Mirza Shuffee Khan propoſes to 
croſs over and attack them. His brother Mirza Zeyn al Abdeen has marched towards Ghows Ghur, 
and has, ere this, been joined by Zabteh Khan; and they intend to march with their united forces 
againſt the Seiks, and drive them away from that of the Doab lying oppoſite to Daranagur, 

ich they have nearly laid waſte, having been joined by the Purrachat Gur Man, who was diſaff 

to Zeyn al Abdeen. As the intereſt of Afraſiab Khan and the other chiefs are ſo cloſely and conſi- 
derably concerned in the danger, I make no doubt of their exerting themſelves to the utmoſt to rid their 
un eſtates from theſe ſpoilers and plunderers, who have nearly deſtroyed them already; and 
Mirza Shuffi and Mahomed Beg Khan having come to a good underſtanding, and ſettled their dif- 
ferences amicably, the former is at liberty to attend to the ſituation of the Doab. Should Zabteh 
Khan-have -given up to the Seiks the fort of Sookertull, I imagine it was becauſe he could not ayoid 

it, or the fear of them led him to do ſo; for I do not apprehend it conſiſtent with policy in him, 
to ſuffer thoſe freebooters to eſtabliſh themſelves in his territories : But, upon ftrit enquiry, I find 
Sookertull is not in a defenſible ſtate at preſent, nor can it be conſidered as a ſtrong poſt for 
troops to be at, though it would be a convenient ſtation for the Seiks, and favour their attempts 
upon the oppoſite country to it. In order to fruſtrate which, a ſufficient force from Colonel Sir 
John Cumming's detatchment ſhould be ſtationed up there to attend to their motions, and ſhould 
remain there till the river riſes, when they would not be able to croſs without the riſk of being inter- 


cepted. However, I have not as yet received accounts from my people at Daranagur, of the fort of 
Sookertull being ceded to the Seiks. 8 6 35 | g 


A true copy. 


WX. SWAINSTON, 8 
Alſſiſtant to the Reſident. 


— 


EXTRACT of a LETTER from MAJOR GENERAL STIBBERT to COLONEL 
JAMES MORGAN, &c. dated Fort William, 7th February, 1783. 


_ « Your reply to the Reſident's letter, preparing you to take the neceſſary meaſures for protecting 
ee the Vizier's dominions againſt the inroads. of the Seiks, was extremely proper, as well as the 
« advice you offered him on the occaſion; for the detatchment under Colonel Sir John Cummings 
« is, as you juſtly obſerved, expreſsly intended for the defence of the upper frontiers of the Nabob's 
« country, and muſt, in my opinion, be adequate to that purpoſe.” I. 
e true extract. 1 . A 4; 

e e (Signed) H. LLOYD, 

e rg e eee : Aid de Camp. 


COPY of a Letter from COLONEL SIR JOHN CUMMING to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, 
Neſident at the Vizier's Court; dated Futty Ghur, March gth, 1783. 


— 


I have received your letter of the th inſtant, with ſome papers of intelligence incloſed. By my 
own intelligence I find, that there are many Seiks diſperſed about the country in ſeparate bodies; but 


though they are formidable to the natives, they cannot be ſo to our troops, unleſs they come down 


with much greater force. It is probable that Khaja Ain ul Dien had entertained a body of troops 
to oppoſe them, for which no allowance has been made; his repreſentation-is much exaggerated, with 
2 view to obtaining ſome allowance or abatement in the revenues. It is however neceſſary, for 
the preſervation of the Vizier's diſtrits, and the ſupport of the honour of our arms, that a ſtop 
ſhould be put to the predatory incurſions of the Seiks : I am ready, therefore, to take any ſteps that 
may be agreeable to the Vizier. © © 1 TOE r 


You inform me that the Miniſter has propoſed the ſtationing a regiment at the Gauts; I ſuppoſe 
he means thoſe occupied by Khaja Ain ul Dien's troops, who are to be employed in the collections; 


| oo mention alſo, that the Governor General and Council highty diſapprove of detaching, for which 


reaſon 5e cautiouſly avoid recommending it. IT apprehen 


force ſhould be always collected in readineſs to oppoſe the ſudden attempt of any enemy who might 

endeavour to diſturb the Upper Provinces, and alio to preſerve the diſcipline of the troops. At the 

* time 5 45 undoubtedly intend to aſſiſt the Vizier in the internal government of his own domi- 
Orr e 8 e „ 


the intention of the Board is, that a 


53% os 


_ tients prove unequal to the fervice, I ſhall hold 


; "A 
nivne; hen it does hot claſh with more important views. I gave it to you as my opinion, both in 
converſation and by letter, chat it would always be- necellary to have at leaſt. three regiments- c. 
lected at this ſtation; a force which I think equal to any that can ſuddenly appear on the 
I no beg lewe to make two propoſals, which-I requeſt you to ſubmit to the Viaier ;. the one is 


hat + ſingle regiment ſhould be ſtationed ſome where near Ram Gaut, on tha eaft fide! of the Ganges, 
L mention particularly the eaſt fide, becauſe I think- it dangerous to truſt. fo ſmall a foree on the 
ether ſide; where it would be expoſed. to. the attacks of the Seiks ſhould they aſſemble im a lage 
force, the rapidity of their motions would put it out of my pewex to afford. timely relief at fo 
great a diſtanee. The other propoſal is, that two regiments, with four ſhe pounders; ſhould: be 
detached under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Knudſom, and ſtationed a few eos either above 


ov below Anupſheer, on the weſtern ſide of the Ganges, as may be moſt convenient to protect Rohil.. 
eund. I ſhould have no objection to truſting two regiments on the weftern fide, becauſe I think 


that fores would be able to oppoſe. very large body of Seik cavalry, till they could be reinforced 


fror henee,, As T am ſenſible the Vizier will pay the utmoſt deference. to the advice you gave 
him, T wifh you to conſider theſe propoſals wich attention. Whatever may be the V izier's. determi» 
nationg I ſhall inſtantly obey his orders, which I requeſt may be expreſs and poſitive. 4 ILY 


| Should the latter propoſal be adopted; and it ſtill continue neeeſſary to aſſrſt the Sizawnul of Ferocka - 
bad; E intend to reheve'with five companies the 11th regiment, which, as it is a very good one, ſhall 
make part of the detachment. Should it happen, though I think it ſcarcely poſſible, that two reg. 
myſelf, with two more regiments, in readineſs to 
march at a moment's notice, upon the firft infimation from Colonel Knudſon. In ſuch event, 1 
ſhould be under the noceſſity of withdrawing the battalion from the Sizawal, that I might be enabled 
to leave a regiment here ; and it muſt readily occur to you, that under ſuch eirtumſtances no time 
ought to be loſt. The delay which muſt attend giving notice to you and the Vizier might be pro- 
ductive of fatal conſequences. This is an event, though improbable, which may poſſibly happen; 
and I ſtate it; that you m have time to confider and judge of it. TE . 


Vou obſerve, that a regiment is the greateſt force mentioned to you as neceſſary by the Vizier, the 
Miniſter, and Khaja Ain Dien. Should one regiment only be detached, I ſhall have four remaining, 
including that with the Sezawul. If two are detached, 1 ſhall have three, a force in my opinion 


ſufficient to prevent any bad effects from the reſentment of Ulmaſs. You requeſt my opinion with 


ect to the number of cavalry requiſite to be employed with the detachment now aſſiſting the 


reſpect | 
Sezawul. If two regimerts march as propoſed towards Anoptheer, whatever cavalry you may be 


able to ſend, I would recommend their joining them, I cannot fix any particular number; I have 
only to obſerve, that the more cavalry are employed on the ſervice, the more effectually will the 
Pence of the country be ſecured; you are the beſt judge of what number you can obtain. The 
neceffity of cavalry is fo fforigly obvious, that it is needleſs to ſtate it: If any are ſent, T requeſt they 
may be the beſt the Vi#iet has; and not the common Indoſtan Horſe, which, inſtead of protecting, 
world plurtder the countty. e oe 3J3ßßFͤEET TR Io PI 5 8 


The opinion J have given with reſpect to ſtationing a detachment near Anopſheer, on the weſtern 


fide of the Ganges, coincides with that of Ulmaſs. A detachment ſtationed in that vicinity, at the 


ſame time it protects Rohileund, will protect Ulmaſs's country alſo : I repeat the opinion TI have 
frequently given, that the effect of troops will always be felt 30 or 40 coſs below their ſtation, but 
not far above it. | Hg | e 


Vou mention that Zabita Cawn has ceded to the Seiks the Fort of Sukertal, with a view to favour 


their operations againſt the Vizier's dominions, and to relieve his own country from their depredations. 


— I underſtand, is not a fort, but formerly was an intrenched camp of the Rohillas, and of no 
trength It is about 18 coſs from Dawanegur. I am inclined: to think the ceffion of little 


— 
-. 


In eenſequenee of your late addreſs, the Board has been pleaſed to prohibit my correſpondence 
with the officers of Government: I ſtand utterly deprived of the means of information, except what 
little I obtain from commen Hircarrahs, upon whoſe reports I can place little dependance. It reſts 
therefore with you to furniſh me with intelligence, which I can have through no other channel. It is 
my part to obey the orders of the Honourable Board, without reaſoning on them; neither ſhall I enter 
into any correſpondence with any of the officers of Government, but depend entirely on you for 
6 5 A true ep NEAVE, x, TO? 

922 Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at e 

Vizier's Court, ' - 


' TRANSLATION 
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= SG AS — 


ere are 40,000.” They have moſt comple 


have only to remark 


K 


TRANSLATION of a Letter fron Mahucimed: Azum/ Uikdeen/ Chun te Ulead Aby Can; 
F | FER dated the 25th Rubbee- ub Awul 1 197 Hegira. | | | 


You muſt have reeeivyed my letter mentioning the defeat of the Seiks at Coſs Gunge. Veſterda 
they marched from Bedereah to Gurſirie, four coſs ſrom Goſs E We are: and, fh 
they again attack us, doubt not giving them a good reception. I before wrote, that there were 
25000 Seis; now'l have feen- them, and am better acquainted with the ſubject, I am convinced | 
phundered the villages of Surdun, Bedereah, Budge- 


butta, Gurgurryah. The ſeed on in the Rubby is not perceptible, I write not for my advantage. 
Whilt theſe diſturbances continue, the collections are at a ſtand. Goſs Gun n 


this ge devaſtation. My life is at your ſerviee; and I flatter myſelf J ſhall ſupport my truſt 
with honour. To whom, befides God and yourſelf, can J appeal: to for the puniſhment of the Seiks ? 
J have not yet received ary affiffance, and you wrote that the troops of the Huſfoor were to ſup- 
port me. Act as you think proper. This is certainly a moſt wonderful time tn 


| The brother of Jeſfs Sing, a Seik Surdar, has been killed, 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mohummed Azecim Uddein Cawn to Ulmaſs. Ally Cawn ; 


dated 29th. Rubbee ul Awub 1197 Hegiza 


I have written to you of the defeat of the Sciks at Coſs Gunge, and the killing of Jeyhurrun, a Seik 
Surdar; alſo of their burning and levelling even wick the ground the few remaining houſes at 


| Bidereah. They tave deſtroyed Futteypore, the Talooka of Selimpore, and all the villages round 


about, Madagore excepted ; they haye carried off twenty thouſand cows, beſides killing many men, 
and confined one thouſand of my people. Some they have ſince releaſed, others exacted fines from, 
and numbers ftilk remain in rite. The Seiks are now at Mow, fifteen coſs from Cofs Gunge, 
with five thouſand horſe. and eight thoufand Bunſara; they exact from every hauſe they plunder 
two rupees, in liew of a bullock for carrying grain, and whatever quantity they find, whether new or 
damaged, they fend away. Until an army of horſe and foot arrive, I hold myſelf in readineſs. 
If you do not believe my repreſentations, ſend truſty Hircarrahs, and hear their reports. There is 
at preſent in this N No houſes or food. Secundera and Bareha alone they-have not plundered ; 
but the inhabitants are afraid to remain. The Rubby is put a ſtop to, as there are no men to water 
the fields. F am ready to oppoſe them; but it is necefſary to ſend an army well appointed, and 
ſtation a force here, Let me have an anſwer quickly. I have uſed my utmoſt endeavours to make 
the people eaſy, but to no purpoſe. They croſs the Ganges, and ſay, ere are our oxen ? where 
are our habitations? Food we have none, and how can we pay the Sircar's demands? 
„ne trankation... 
e r . 
„ 1 Alſſiſtant to the Reſident at the 
N | | Vizier's Court. 


COPY of a LETTER from COL. JAMES MORGAN, commanding the Troops in the Field? 


dated 12th March, 1783, to JOHN BRIS TO W, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Sir, 


„ -% 


I am honoured with your letter of the roth inſtant, incloſed e e twa letters from the 


Aumils of Kafs Gunge, and an extract of a letter from Major Brown: Upon the contents of them, I 
nly to rem Tt the motions of theſe parties of Seiks, though ſo numerous, are fo rapid and 
ſudden, that it may be expected they will direct their attacks upon any part of the country where no 
troops are ready to repel them, or even where there is infantry only; and they point out very 
ſtrongly the neceflity of a good body of horſe being fent to act with the troops under Col. Sir John 
Cumming, and orders; and fecommend that his Excelleney ſhould fend a general order to Sir John 
Cumming for covering the frontiers of his dominions ; he will then make the neceſſary diſpoſition of 
his troops for that purpoſe, according to the intelligence he receives of the motions of the Seiks. 


| 1 have received letters from Etawa, dated 8 and 9 inſtant j but they do not mention that an at- 


tack upon that place is expected; and I am given to underſtand that Almaſs has a very conſiderable 

force with artiltery in that diftri, but T do not find that they haye been employed for che protection 
of the country and harveſt, at the time they were moſt required. _ . dee AER 

P. 8. Endoſed with this 1 have ſent for your peruſal ſome extracts from the lateſt new-papers | 
dar l 5: Encloked with this T have ſent for your penal ſo anbeiouDeacs and — 
. A true copy, .. •mé 

(Signed) Wm. . D wn 05 

e EXTRACTS 


towar 


Mahommed Caſein. 


[ 72 ] 


| EXTRACTS of INTELLIGENCE from the NEWS-PAPERS arrived from DELHI ; dated 


| 8th March, 1783. 
Some hircarras belonging to the Navuab Vizier brought the following accounts of the Seiks, 
their movements, and lay them before the King. 93657 | irs "watt 


An army of them under Juffa Sing, Thoſa Sing, Kurrum Sing (Chumben) and Dewan Sing, and 
others of their principal leaders, marched from the village Shumſheen, and laid waſte and plundered 
8 towns in the diſtrict of Banyh Putt; then proceeded to Buram, which ſtands on the banks of the 
Jumna, - ſeven coſs from Delhi, where they have erected their ſtandards and pitched their tents ; a 
rty of them croſſed over the Jumna, and plundered the Sooray Rook oula Khan, and the town of 
us which is on the weſt bank of the Jumna. The inhabitants of theſe places have fled to 
Delhi, where the people are under great apprehenſions. The Nabob Mujud a Doulah, has got 12 
pieces of ordnance from the 1 artillery yard, and has diſpoſed of them for the defence of the 
principal avenues of the city, which is expected to be attacked by the Seiks. Kurrun Sing has had 
the inſolence to ſend a pair of Hircarras to the Nabobs Majed a Dowlah to demand the Rak-ſi for 
the city. The King has diſpatched orders to Mirza Shuffe Khan, and to Afruſid Khan to march 
2 Dethi with all their forces immediately. „ 5 
Intrenchments have been thrown up in different places about the eity, and guns with guards poſted 


in them. | | = 
News was brought of the Seiks having proceeded to Nuziff Gur, which is 10 coſs from Delhi. 785 


8 . „„ Duranagur, 6th March, 1783. 
The Seiks have entirely quitted the banks of the Ganges in this neighbourhood, and we hear are 
moving towards Anoopſhear Alee Ghur, Kats Gunge, and Khoonjah. This opportunity Tuck 
Chund, Naib of Khaja Ayn a Deen embraced, and croſſed over the _ with a ſtronger party; be- 
ing ſucceſsful, he has returned with 3,000 head of cattle, which he took from the Gooj ers. 
| - | | nh | : Agra, 8th March. 
A letter from Afraſiab Khan arrived, mentioning that the Seiks had precipitately quitted the vici- 
nity of Ali Gur upon his arrival in his Jaydud. It is ſuppoſed the Seiks will bend their route to- 
wards Furruckabad. | 7 3 ä * 


23 | True extracts. 
H. LLOYD, 
1 Act. Pern. Interpreter. 
%% | 
Wm. Swainſton. 3 
Aſſiſt. to the Reſident. 


COPY of a LETTER from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Refident at the. Vizier's Court, to 


COLONEL SIR JOHN CUMMING ; dated Lucknow, 14th March, 1783. 


I have received your letters of the gth inſtant.—I beg leave to inform you there are one thou- 
ſand and ſeventy-two cavalry and four battalions of ſepoys, or two thouſand and eighty-ſeven 


Infantry, ftationed at the gauts about Daronegur. This force has hitherto proved equal to re- 


pelling the attacks of the Seiks, and Khaja Orin ul Dien told me, upon his * leave a few days 
ſince, without my putting the queſtion to him, that he deemed the troops under his command 


equal to any ſervice that was likely to occur. This obviates the Miniſter's plea, ſtated to you in 


my letter of the 5th inſtant, that a reinforcement would be neceſſary in conſequence of the re- 
ductions which had been made of his troops. If the aid of the detachments under your command 
ſhould be required in any part of Rohilcund, it will probably occur in the countries held by Myrza 

I ſhall continue to tranſmit to you every information that may come to my knowledge; but in 

order to prevent delay, I have adviſed his Excellency to direct his Aumils, Khaja Ain ul Dein, 
Myrza Mahommed Caſein, Almaſs Ally Cawn, and Mahommed Beg, to convey to Colonel Morgan 
and you the earlieſt intelligence of the motions of the Seiks. The encloſed Perſian papers, No. 1, 
is a copy of his Excellency's orders on this ſubject. I have alſo the pleaſure to encloſe, No. 2, ex- 
tracts from papers of news tranſmitted to me by Colonel Morgan, which correſpond with thoſe I 
0 * No. 3 and 4 are a letter from Ma; or Browne with the Perſian paper mentioned to be 
encloſed in it. N | e | 5 


I ſhall, agreeable to your advice, endeayour, as ſoon as poſſible, to obtain cavalry from the Vizier to 
act with the troops under your command. _ COOLS, ; 5 
. 8 | ye 


8 


. 
* 
* 


. 3 
> 
WM 

D. . 5 


+ 
1 have ſubmitted 2 propoſals to his Excellency's conſideration; he approves your ey 
pO 


Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, with two regiments . of ſepoys and four ſix pounders, to take 
« a few coſs either above or below Anoopſhear, on the weſtern {ide of the Ganges, as may be 


« moſt .cdnyenient to protect Rohilcund.” You, have now full information of every fact before 
ous and the Vizier repoſes entire confidence in your judgment in theſe matters, and therefore 


aves it to your diſcretion to order the detachment. to march without further delay, or elſe altoge- 
ther ſtop it. In forming your determination, his Excellency requeſts you will conſider the advan- 
tage to his dominions by the appearance of a reſpectable body of troops ſtationed on the frontiers, 
which will quiet the minds of his ſubjects, and enſure the collections. The Honourable Board's 
orders are ſo very peremptory againſt detachments, except in emergencies, that you will determine 
if the preſent ſervice falls under this deſcription —in my opinion it does: And as you inform me, 


the ſeparation of your troops, upon the . propoſed plan, can be made with ſecurity, I ſhould imagine 


the reaſons for the meaſure are ſtronger than thoſe againſt it. The detachment will probably not 


he required after the ſetting in of the periodical, rains. 


A true copy. „ 
F 
EIN | 5 5 | Aſſiſtant to the Reſident. 
Des e at the Vizier's Court. 


TRANSLATION of his Excellency the Vizier's Shoka to . Almaſs Ally Cawn Myhu Mo- 


hummed Beg Khaju Ain ul Dein 


ummed Cazin Cawn; dated the 7th of Rubbe Uſany 
1197 Hegira. 1 2 : 


I T underſtand that the Seiks are now collected near the boundaries of my. country, and are cauſ- 
ing troubles and commotions; that they occaſionally enter it, and commit depredations; I there- 
fore give this information to be upon your guard, and that you uſe your utmoſt endeavours to 
preſerve the peace of the country under your juriſdiction. Give Colonel Morgan, and Colonel Sir 
John Cumming, the earlieſt and minuteſt intelligence of what paſſes, as I have directed thoſe Gen- 


tlemen to render you aſſiſtance. This is a poſitive order: Be cautious, and. obey. . 


A true tranſlation, - 
| J. NE AVE, 5 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
5 at the Vizier's Court. 


# .. 
— * . te te ee ee ter >, 


—— — 


EXTRACT of x' Latter from Major James Brown, dated Camp at Agra, 2d March 1783, 


to Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


It is however proper to inform you that the general opinion here is, that the Seiks mean to inſult 
the Vizier's frontiers, and that both he and the Engliſh will be in no condition for ſome time to 
repel the attack; the great diſtance of their troops from the frontiers, and the want of cavalry. 

As you are the proper judge of the Vizier's reſources and intereſts, I ſhall only from time to 
time lay before you ſuch information as I think concerns him. You will conſider, and determine. 


On this ground I beg leave to obſerve, that if his Excellency wiſhes to raiſe a body of cavalry, 
he has now an opportunity of doing it to advantage, as many of the Reſſaladars and Jemadars are 
_—_ the ſervice of the Sardar here for want of pay; and the lofles ſuſtained from the dryneſs 
of the ſeaſons in their Jaydads | | 8 


The Amin ul Amrah informed me yeſterday that the Seiks have marched by Coſs Gunge, with 

deſign to plunder Etawa; as yet I have no intelligence from that fide, but if it is true, you will 
know it as ſoon as me. 1 ; 4 555 | 

If they have not entered the Vizier's territories, there is {till great reaſon to apprehend they may, 

uhleſs ſome preparations be made to oppoſe them on the frontiers ; for troops at Lucknow and 

Furrockabad carry little reſpe& to thoſe rapid and irregular invaders, who know very well that they 

7 effect their end of plundering the country before our troops or his Excellency's can arrive to 

vent it. 9 3 | | | | 5 

A true copy. 1 
WX. SWAINSTON, 
Aſſiſt. to the Reſident. 
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to the ſcene of action, and the immediate knowledge I have of affairs in this camp, I am neceſ- 


ers, called Sewan, that he cannot be prevailed on to ſtir from hence to Dehly: Who then is to 
| keep off the threatened evil? The queſtion appears to me now reduced to this very ſmall compaſs, 
whether the Engliſh and Vizier ſhall, by putting on an appearance of deſigning to ſupport his Ma- 
jeſty and his Miniſters, enable him to keep the Seiks within their natural limits, or whether they ſhall, 


' theſe two poſitions of the queſtion. I therefore ſhall only beg leave to recommend what I before 


aſſiſtance ſo near to them. The character and united authority of Nudjif Khan formed a barrier 


| to officers commanding detachments, and the Paymaſters of Brigade. 


[741] 


COPY of a Letter from Major James Brown, dated Camp at Agra, rich March 1783, to Mr. 5 
F MBE, John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 0 5 85 , 
8 Though I have no doubt of your having already intelligence of the dangerous aſpect of the 
preſent invaſion of the Seiks, which threatens the total deſtruction of Delhy, and every thing be- 
tween the preſent frontiers of the Seiks and the Vizier's country, yet as, from my nearer ſituation 


farily enabled to judge of many facts and circumſtances not ſubjects of common ie 1 
think it my duty to inform you that, though his Majeſty has repeatedly ordered the Amin ul Amrah 
to Dehly, as the only means of ſaving the country from final ruin, yet ſuch are his embarrafſ- 
ments, from want of money, from his ſuſpicions of Mahomed Beg Khan, and Nudjiff Khouly 
Khan, his fears from Mahajee Sindia, and the ill ſucceſs of his expedition againſt the Jauts, wherein 
his troops under Daud Beg Khan have received a check, and loſt one of his European command. 


to fave a ſmall additional expence, remain idle ſpectators of the deſtruction of theſe Sandons by 
the Seiks, and the conſequent eſtabliſnment of the latter cloſe to the Vizier's frontiers, where we 
then ſhall be forced to maintain a defenſive war againſt them, and perhaps their allies. _ 5 


I know your penetration too well, Sir, to deſcant on arguments ſo obvious as thoſe ariſing from 


once hinted at, I mean the movement of our troops, and his Excellency the V izier's, to the two 
frontiers, Anasſhan and Darangar. . This will not involve ourſelves, at the ſame time that it will 
protect the Vizier's frontiers, and encourage the Chiefs of Dehly to exert themſelves when they ſee. 


between the Seiks and the Vizier's country, that is now removed, or removing; and it behoves us 
to find a ſubſtitute before it be too late. r e 15 1 ee 
22 FO [ EEE» 3 


The incloſed papers contain the lateſt intelligence. 


A true copy. fn „ by 
„en. SW AINSTON, - „ 
| | Aſſiſt. to the Reſident. | hy 


To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, GOVERNOR GENERAL, 
Ke. MEMBERS of the SUPREME COUNCIL at Fort William. © 


Honourahle Sir, and Gentlemen, 3 5 0 „ 
I have received your letter of the 24th ultimo, and ſhall obey your commands reſpecting advances 


phy have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 


V FS \ Your moſt obedient 
Lucknow, pope baumble ſervant, 2 
roth March 1783. | ” (Signed) - JOHN BRISTOW, © 


| * Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, GOVERNOR GENERAL, 
&cc. MEMBERS of the SUPREME COUNCIL at Fort William. N 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 
I have had the honour to receive your commands of the 3d inſtant. 


Permit me to return my thanks for the confidence you have thought proper to place in me; and 
ſhall in the courſe of this repreſentation endeavour to explain ſuch matters as had not already been 
clearly ſtated to you. Es | TO . 


My addreſs of the 14th inſtant, deſcribing the meaſures which have been taken to defend the 
country againſt the Seiks, I now recommend particularly to your conſideration, as the facts are 
in ſome reſpects an anſwer to the reaſons you have aſſigned againſt detachments being made 
from Cawnpore and Chunar Gurrh, whilſt the corps under the command of Colonel Sir John Cum- 
ming was left inactive. The principle upon which I have founded my advice to the Vizier, has 
been to keep a reſpectable body of troops collected at each of the ſtations of Cawnpore and Futtah 
Gurrh, that ſhould ſervice occur, either army might be in a ſituation to act offenſively, and according 


W — 


to the opinions of the commanding officer. They have, fince I took charge of my office, always 
had a collected force equal to any. enemy that was likely to appear. The detachments may be con- 
ſidered as exceeding what was oy to make a formidable appearance in the eyes of the powers 
on the frontiers. They had been uſe employed in preſerving the peace of the Vizier's domini- 
ons; whereas at Cawnpore, or Futtah Gurr, they would only have been an addition to armies which 
were already deemed ſufficiently ſtrong. They have materially forwarded the collection of the reve- 
nues in the diftrits of Khyrabad, Sahlone, Allahabad, and Furockabad, particularly in the two former. 
When I firſt arrived, the road between this place and the frontier of Benares, was not ſafe for tra- 
vellers; it is now perfectly ſo, and though Bulbudder, and other refractory Zemindars, may make at- 
tempts to create diſturbances, the capital puniſhment inflicted on two of the inſurgents, as ſet 
forth in my addreſs of the 28th ultimo, and the declarations of the Vizier's determination to his 
Aumils, not to admit a plea of tumults in the country as any excuſe for a balance of revenue, 


will, I hope, ultimately put a ſtop to the evil. 


The impriſonment of Mokum Sing, Narput Sing, and Hindas Sing, as mentioned in my addreſs 
of the oth January, I underſtand upon enquiry was effected by unfair means. The Aumil of 
Khyrabad had invited thoſe Zemindars to come to his camp, and negociate for the payment of the 
revenue; when a diſagreement happening about the terms, the Aumil ſeized; an opportunity of 
impriſoning them. I was told of the circumſtances, and warned againſt adviſing the Vier to treat 
thoſe Zemindars with the ſame ſeverity as was practiſed towards Tear taken in arms againſt his 
Excellency's authority, as it might create a general ſpirit of diſcontent and want of confidence 
throughout the country. I have therefore recommended, that the priſoners ſhould be enlarged, and 
W in their Zemindaries, provided they would conſent to ſurrender their forts. I cannot yet 
inform you of the reſult, but ſhall do it in proper time. & 


*. 


D pon conſideration of the advantages derived to the Vizier's ſervice from the detachments, 
while your armies have been kept in conſtant ſecurity, I hope you will be ſatisfied I have acted to 
the beſt of my judgment. By preſerving Colonel Cumming's detachment complete, it has been 
ready for any ſervice that might occur on the frontier. It is in fact the corps moſt ſubject to calls 
bol this nature, as we have experienced in the late attempts of the Seiks. It was in part to explain this 
point, that I ſubmitted ſuch numerous papers. to your conſideration in my addreſs of the 14th 
inſtant ; and now, having every information before you which can be furni « it depends upon your 
pleaſure to make alterations; but I hope the diſpoſition propoſed by. Colonel Cumming is ſo framed, 
that while it guards againſt the depredations of the Seiks, as well as protects Rohilcund and the 
Douab, he may be able to unite his force without danger, ſhould the good of the ſervice require it. 


Almaſs Allee Cawn has mou his attendance” at Lucknow for above a month paſt. His language 
is ſubmiſſive, and he pays 

tenſtve influence are many. He in a manner dictated his own terms, for I could not, at any 
period ſince my arrival, — adviſed his diſmiſſion without a certain loſs *ef_the greater part of 
the revenue of the diſtricts he farms. The heavy debt due to the. bankers, the payment of 


ſtate of his authority, rendered it expedient to temporize for the preſent. On mature conſideration 
of the ſituation of the country, I think it hardly poſſible that Almaſs Ally Cawn can expect to re- 
ceive aſſiſtance; and I entertain great hopes that the reduction of the influence of all the Vi- 


prudent to continue ſuch a force in his Excellency's dominions as may guard againſt accidents ; 
and that now ſtationed in them, under the command of Colonels Morgan and Cumming, together 


rangements will take place in the courſe of three or four months; the particulars of the plan ſhall 
be previouſly ſubmitted to your confideration. I have occaſionally taken the liberty to treat very 
fully of theſe matters in my repreſentations to .your Honourable Board, not becauſe I am appre- 
henſive of reſiſtance from Almaſs Allee Cawn and Khaujaain ul Deen, I do not think they will refiſt ; 


ſtance, and a& with the ſame caution as though tumults were actually to be expected. 


them in a clear point of view. _ 


5 


Allahabad. Strong intereſt was made with the Vizier to continue the latter in his office, and it was 
only three days ſince that I could obtain his Excellency's leave for the departure of the new Kel- 
ladar. I have directed a ſtatement to be made of Abdul Shuckoor's exactions, that the penalty you 
direct may be levied from him. | „F 7 e adm 


Sewayjy Eteil complained to me, that a tax was demanded of him and his followers, termed the 
eigth, to be paid on account the Bramins. At my application he was relieved from 
charge, and treated with the higheſt reſpect by the lies of the Vizier's Government. E, x 

3 2 Muu 


but knowing they have the means to do it, I thought it my duty to apprize you of every circum- 


Reductions have taken place in the Mottayenna, and other branches of the Vizier's expences : and 
further reductions are ſtill in agitation. The particulars will be tranſmitted you when I can ſtate 


is kiſts with regularity ; but the inconveniencies attending his ex, 
which was my fifſt conſideration, the diſtreſs of the Vizier's finances, and the ill-eſtabliſhed 


zier's powerful Aumils will be effected with little tumult or inconvenience. It will however be 


with the regiment from Chunar Chur, will in my opinion fully anſwer the purpoſe. The new ar- 


: 
A 
. 


Myrza Ezzul Buxh is the perſon appointed to ſucceed Abdul Shuckoor, as Naib Kelladar of 
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Mad attended him Lak his ſtay in theſe provinces; and at Savayiy's particular requeſt, I haue 
continued Myr Mujud. upon his "0 e the whole of his FO through the een, 


eee s territories. 


1 0 e Be v6 A aro onour ve 5 
Lucknaw-,. N . bh tree, 
the 18th N 1793. 7 Aden at the Vizier's Court, | 


Kc. MEMBERS of the SUPREME COU UL Fort William. 


| To the HONOURABLE wake KagrINGR, kt big GOVERNOR GENERAL, f 


kföncurable Si ir, and Sirs, . | 3: 
py have been honoured with your EM Fr the 4 inſtant, relative to the Wen of iich 


from the Vizier to the Commanding Officers for the afitance of the Honourable Company's 
troops; as alſo the mode you have ſup Pope, to preſcribe in . to R inſtructions to 


i officers on detachment. 


| 2 


I am uninformed of Colonel John Cumming” s repreſentations ; but permit me to iv; has a 
on all occaſions that have hitherto occurred relative to military ſervice, I have never adviſed the 
Vizier to follow any SR, except they have been previouſly recommended by the Commanding 
Officers. I have occaſionally pointed out the ſervice to be executed, agreeable to inſtructions I have 


received from the Vizier, : and l have never interfered i in any point of Tad duty. 


I have the honour to be, with great reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


er,, | Your molt obedient 


the 25th _ 1783: % 3 Tin . 
. 0 R 


Reſident at the Vizier' 8 Court, 


To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, Ecquire, GOVERNOR GENERAL, 8 1 . 


MEMBERS of the SUPREME Neger Pe ort Wen 


eee Sir, and Sirs, | | 24 25 ah 
I have received your ray of the 6th inſtant, and, 3 to your 1 5 commu- 


nicated your approbation of the treaty with Fizoola Cawn to his Excellency the Vizier ; and have 
| * pleaſure to inform N that I this Ip tranſmitted the ratification to Ng rang —_— 4 


 T have the honour to be, with the b reſpect, 


a ip Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
*. March, 0 | Jour moſt obedient | 
DO 75 Humble ſervant, 
(Signed) JOHN BRIS TOw, 11 
| | Reſident at the Vizier 8 Court, 


To the HONOURABLE WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire , GOVERNOR GENERAL, ws, 
MEMBERS of the SUPREME COU OL Fort William. 5 


83 Sir, and Sirs, 

1 have delayed replying to 2 commands of the 4 inſtant, regarding the means taken to — 
the balance due from the Begum, in hopes that I might tranſmit you favourable accounts of it. 
Before the recall of Major Gil ilpin ſhe promiſed payment, and ſince that time ſhe has uniformly 
profeſſed an pans, ane her jaghyre be relinquiſhed. In my addreſs of the 1ſt December, 
repreſented to your Honourable gr” that every practicable coercive exertion had been uſed ; and in 
ſupport, of my repreſentations, I ſubmitted to your conſideration a copy of Major Gilpin” s letter 
to me upon the ſubject. The Begum complains that, having no penſion or jaghire, ſhe now ſubſiſts 
her family and herſelf with the greateſt difficulty; and ſhould the Vizier 11 in . N 
allowance from her, ſhe will be diſtreſſed for the neceſſaries of life. . 


The above is the ſubſtance of the b s reaſons for her refubdy as they have been commute 4 
cated to me, both verbally and by letter. I am of opinion, however, from every information I 


can obtain, that ſhe has the means of ſatisfying the Honourable Company's demand; but ſeeing 


little proſpect of a jaghire or penſion, ſhe truſts to her Hoards for ſupport, and would ſuffer the 
ſevereſt reſtraints ſooner than comply. Previous to my arrival her Eunuchs were kept for many 


months in confinement, and ed cut to, corporal 3 Guards were eum 


4 * 
— 


1 | 
bouſe, to prevent the treaſure from being carried ava. Theſe meaſures failed, and you have 
0 


before you the opinions given by Major Ipin, the o who commanded the troops, that & all 
« that force could do has been done.” Mr. Middleton Wie ee it very practicable to recover the 
money from the Be um, by continuing the reſtraints; and though I differ from that gentleman in 
my ſentiments, yet I think it my duty to tranſmit the extract of his letter to me upon the ſubject, 
that every information in my power may be preſented for your deciſion, The articles mentioned b 
Mr. Middleton, I received on taking eharge of the office. They conſiſted of eight elephants, ard 
various ſorts of goods, valued by the Begum at three lacks : F or the goods, the merchants of 
Lucknow offered me eighty one thouſand rupees. A great part were damaged, owing to the long 
time they had been kept in the Godowns at Fyzabad. I refuſed to ſell them until I obtained he 
Begum's conſent, which ſhe granted me after a correſpondence, of three months; in the courſe of 
which I repeatedly folicited her to receive them back. They were in ſo bad a ſtate, that I was 
obliged to give the purchaſer ſix months credit ; this bargain I even concluded with difficulty, 
There was no mode of diſpoſing of the elephants, except to the Nabob, who bought them at fifteen 
hundred rupees an elephant. 1 5 8 | 


1 have, in compliance with your orders, applied to his Excellency to call upon the Betum to 
pay the balance of the account without further delay, and inform her, that no excuſes can be 
admitted. She will certainly evade, and probably refuſe.. If you ultimately determine on enforcing 


this payment, [I ſhall de under the neceſſity of applying to Colonel Morgan for mlitary aid. 


I have the Honolt to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Lucknow, 1 Honourable Sir, and Sir s, q; 

the 3ift March 1783. | | Your moſt obedient - 

| 1 1 humble ſervant, „ 
9 (Signed) JOHN BRIS TO W, 
- | | XñùgReſident at the Vizier's Court, 
To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of 
ide Supreme Council, Fort William. 15 7 . 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 1 > 43 

I have been honoured with the receipt of your eommands of the 6th inſtant, directing me to 


make known to the ee fervants at this place the 20th paragraph of the general letter 
from the Honourable Court of N 


| irectors, of the 2d July laſt, relative to Mr. George Bright, which I 
have accordingly done. | | | 5 895 0 . 
I have the honour to be with the greateſt reſpect. 
ee kei 5 _ Honourable Sit, and Sirs, 
cr por nd ele . Your moſt obedient 
Lucknow; fig e Humble fervantz 
the 25th March 1783. | „„ WITe þ JOHN BRISTOW, Ms 
VV Son „ Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of 
| | | IPs the Supreme Council, Fort William. | b 
Honourable Sir, and Sites. Pn 5 1 Fes | 
 Liewtenant Colonel Knudfon having proceeded to the neighbourhood of Anoopſier, agreeable to 
the plan propoſed in my addreſs of the 14th ultimo, I do myſelf. the honour to incloſe No. 1, 2, 
and 3, copies of my correſpondence with that gentleman, explaining the alarming conſequences 
likely te ariſe from the drought on the frontiers of the Vizier's dominions ; his Excellency's pro- 
vitices have upon the whole, as I have repeatedly informed your Honourable Board, not been 
amply ſupplied. It is a very unhappy circumſtance that the ſituation of this country will not 
gratifieatiorr of the Vizier's feelings in a common principle of humanity, by aſſiſting the 
neceſſities of the people at Delhi, and on the frontier in general. The preſervation of the lives of 
his ſubjects is the firſt conſideration; and I hope, under theſe circumſtances, that the meaſures I have 
adopted, and the advice I mean to give his Exceflency, which is to puniſh with the greateſt ſeverity 
all attempts to export grain, will meet with your approbation. pe 


( 


I beg leave to incloſe, No. 4, an extract of my addreſs to you on the 13th of November laſt, 
relative to the prohibition given to bf Ain ul Dien not to ſuffer any exportation of grain that 
might affect the Vizier's dominions. The fame order was afterwards, upon a: fimilar occaſion, iffued 
to Almaſs Ally Cawn ; and their conduct in conniving at the meaſures followed by their Naibs, and 
ſuffering the exportation, merit his Excellency's ſevereſt diſpleaſure. Fo 


= FD 3 I have the honour to be, &. 
Lucknow. 8 (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
14th April 1783. | | - Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
Vor. III. U .COPY 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel KNUDSON to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the 


hope this country will be ſpeedily reſtored to tranquillity. | 


addreſſed you three letters, bearing date the 20th, 27th, and 31ſt ultimo. From my paſling 


and at a ſeaſon when it ought to be had cheap, and in great plenty, I am of opinion is not ſo much to 


beg the favour of you to preſent him with, I have repreſented to him the ſcarcity which prevails in 
our camp, and requeſted he would be pleaſed to grant an exemption of duty on all grain coming 


1 


Vizier's Court, dated Anoopſheer, March 31ſt 1783. = 5 


I have the honour to inform you, that I arrived here this morning, with the detachment under 
my command, having marched hither by the route through which the Seiks made their incurſions 
in this diſtrict. I have beheld with concern the great depredations committed by theſe freebooters, 
wherever they have paſſed. By the ſeaſonable arrival of troops in theſe parts, the fear the people 
were under of a ſecond attack from the Seiks has been removed, though report, I am of opinion, 
has been fabricated by the Zemindars themſelves, to anſwer intereſted purpoſes; it operated fo ſtrongly 
on the minds of the Ryotts, that many of them. left their habitations, and fled, as uſual when 
threatened by an invaſion, with their effects and families, to their *Gurries. However, they are 


now beginning to come back to their villages, and reſume their former acts of huſbandry ; fo I 


>, 


The intelligence I have received during my march, and to this date, reſpecting the motion and 
numbers of the Seiks, has been conformable to the accounts given thereof in the Agra papers. 
As theſe people have aſſembled ſo large an army in the-neighbourhood of Delhi, it is not improbable 
that they may extend their views further than to mere plunder. Affranſiab Cawn is encamped about 
the diſtance of five coſs from this city, near a place called Nampore ; his force is ſaid to conſiſt 
of three battalions of ſepoys, fifteen hundred horſemen, with a train of artillery. 57 62; 

A true copy. TS 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, | 
Aſſiſt. to the Refident at the 
Vizier's Court. 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel KNUDSON to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the 
Vizier's Court, dated Jehanghierabad, April 8th 1783. I 


J have the honour to inform you, that fince I commenced my mach from Futtigur J have 


Ramgaut, it has been with the greateſt difficulty I have been able to draw ſupplies of proviſions from 
this country ſufficient. for the daily conſumption of my detachment ; and what ſmall quantities 
J have procured has been ft an unuſual high rate. This great ſcarcity of grain, in a country 


be aſcribed to the badneſs of the crop this year, or to the damage done to it by the inroads of the 
Seiks, as to the large exportation of grain from theſe parts to the weſtward of the Jumna. 
Agents from Delhy are employed all over the Doaub and Rohilcund to purchaſe grain for the 
exigency of that city and its vicinity. a, ©” having from two to four thouſand bullocks 
loaded with grain, are continually croſſing to Delhy; to which place the corn merchants are induced 
to carry it, from the high price it bears there. In my letter to his Excellency the Vizier, which 1 


from Rohilcund to my detachment 3 which will be an inducement to the corn dealers to bring it to 
this market, and belies enable them to vend the ſame in our camp at ſuch eaſy rates as the pay of 
the troops will afford them to give therefore; for at preſent, I beg leave to aſſure you, that we pay 
near an 100 per cent. dearer here for all articles of proviſions, than “ at Futtigur, although no 
duties whatever are levied thereon.” The vicinity of this detachment to Delhy gives birth to 
various conjectures at that Court. His Majefty, uneaſy under his preſent ſituation, conceives it to 
have been advanced hither more with a view to ſupport the political meaſures of Government, than 
to defend the Doaub againſt the Seiks. Affrauſiab Cawn has moved further to the weſtward, and 
is encamped now about twelve coſs from me, near a place called Khurjah. The intelligence I have 
received concerning the tranſactions of the Seiks, is that they are moving towards the eaſt again. 


A true copy. | | 
(Signed) I. NEAVE, 1 
1 Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court. 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to Lieutenant 
Colonel KNUDSON, commanding a Detachment from the Troops on the Frontier Station, 
dated 14th April 1783. | 152925 | | 


J have received your letters of the 31ſt ultimo and $th inſtant ; it is with great concern 1 under- 
ſtand the very ſerious conſequences that are likely to happen from the drought. The Vizier being 


# Forts, 


abſent 


E 


abſent on a hunting party, it is impoſſible to obtain his inſtructions with that expedition which I 
could wiſh. The acting Miniſter however being on the ſpot, I have recommended to him that or- 
ders ſhould be iſſued in the moſt peremptory and poſitive terms to the Aumils and the Naibs of the 
frontier provinces, directing them to prevent the exportation of grain: Copies of the orders I 
have the honour to incloſe. In the abſence of the Vizier I thought myſelf juſtified in writing let- 
ters to a ſimilar effect with thoſe from the acting Miniſter. | | 


The emergency, in my opinion, is ſuch, that if any negle& ſhould happen on the part of the 
officers of the Vizier's Government, and you conceive your interference will prevent the exporta- 
tion, I authorize you to exert the force under your command in doing it. 


Khowja ain ul Dein and Almaſs Ally Cawn have long ſince been forbid from ſuffering grain to 


be exported in any quantities which were likely to encroach upon the wants of the inhabitants of the 
countries under their authority. EE, 


His Majeſty and the Chiefs at Delhi have repeatedly applied to the Vizier ; and it was in conſe- 
quence of their applications thoſe orders were iſſued, | FCC 


1 expect his Excellency will return in the courſe of two or three days, and I ſhall then tranſmit 


his commands to you. I had the pleaſure to anſwer your letters of the 20th and 27th ultimo on 
the 8th inſtant. of LR | 


A true copy. | | 
(Signed) WM. COW PER. 


Mu 


— 


EXTRACT. of a Letter from Mr, JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to the 
Honourable GOVERNOR GENERAL and COUNCIL, dated 13th November 1782. 


The ſcarcity at Delhy begins to rage to an alarming degree. The King has written to the Vizier, 
that orders may be ſent to the Fouſedars of Rohilcund to ſuffer grain to be exported. from thence, 


which his Excellency has thought proper to comply with, but in ſuch manner as not to affect his own 
dominions. 5 e bs 
4 true extract. „ | = 


Aſſiſt. to the Reſident at the 
Vizier's Court. 7 


To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of the 
9 Supreme Council, Fort William. 1 | 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | | | _ 5 

Incloſed I have the pleaſure to tranſmit you the copy of a letter I this day received from Major 
Lumſdaine, informing me of his ſucceſs againſt the rebel Rajah, Bulbudder Sing; this man has, 
for above twenty years paſt, created perpetual inſurrections, and ſeized every opportunity of de- 
ſtroying the peace of the Vizier's Government: Though diſpoſſeſſed of his Zemindarry for ſo long 
a period, you may judge of the prejudices of the people, and the conſequences of ſuch an example, 
from his loving the influence to collect large bodies of adherents, and committing depredations ta 
the great impediment of the collections of the revenues. Orders have been iflued for the execu- 


tion of the priſoner, and the reward of 20,000 rupees to be diſtributed agreeable to the Vizier's 
proclamation, | 5 e | | | 


Permit me particularly to recommend to your notice the conduct of Major Lumſdaine, and the 
officers and troops employed on this ſervice. Captain Jaques has diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his 
zeal and activity in giving me his ſteady and firm ſupport in the diſcharge of my duty; and I hope I 
ſhall meet with your indulgence in repreſenting him to you as a deſerving gallant officer. oy 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRIS TO w, 
21ſt April 1783. Og 


Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
þeing 


abſent 


25 e | : To 


1 | » 
= — = - r 3 5 
. — —— 5 3 
na whos 2 — — — — = ** 
5 re e e — . 8 N 3 —— rn. 2 . — ets — . = e — 2 a. - —_— 
—!: — — — 8 cc — 8 wenn —— HENS 2 "IS — - — . = r .. —— T.... ͤ— . 8a Eee = — — — — 2 — 
eee To Mu be Ee: te as . Lo nh i EPS ns EG Ce 2 . — . > EE... eo, er nn nn ä —— — — . — — ——— == — — 
— — —. — — — . — & 2 —— 2 > . — = — ̃ — fo 3 — — 4 FIC eee ———:—:2g In — ——ů— = — ͤ — — — — — 
8 — — 1 rn ————— wins — — ——— — — — PEI a os — — . ci — — — — — Int ELIE = - 
G 9 — 8 . = a — ; 
. b 7 . 5 N 2 : 


tageous piece o 


quences attend: the diſputes of individual 


1 1 


To Mr. JOHN BRIST ow, Reſident at the Visier 8 Court, Lucktiow.” - + © 7 


Sir, | 
Permit me to acquaint you, that with one hundred and fifty rank and file ef the 24 battalion, | 


| 20th Regen, Baba and four and a half companies of the 29th, we this morning attacked the rebel 


ulbuddar Sing, and have taken him priſoner, with three others. The Rajah is fo much 


8 that I believe he cannot live. I requeſt your orders with reſpect to the diſpoſal of the 
priſoners. Lieutenant Gaven commanded the ; —— of the 20th regiment. Captain 3 


fell in with ſome of the A itives in i retreat. "The robe! was poſted 1 in the er N 


the banks of the Natrah 
I have the i to be, "= 


Camp, near 5 (Signed) 8 LUMSDAINE, .. . ; 
' the Narrah —_—_ | Major e in Sahlo 5 
20th April, 1783. | A true copy) | 117711550 


(isned) J. HILL, Aſſſt. 


Te the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General, be. Members 0 of te : 


Nee Coundi, Fort Willam. 


" ana Sir, and Sirs, | 

I have the honour to encloſe, No. L, 25 56 45 55 1 6, copies of my corn: 0 a 
Colonel Sir John Cumming and Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, and hope the meaſures followed to 
convince the chiefs at Delhy of the Vizier's and the AO ee RITES intentions, | 
will be attended with the defired effect. | | | | 


I have received his Excellency” s anſwer to my en on this ſubject, and he has thought 
proper, in conſequence of my advice, to write letters to Mirza Sheffy, Affradiſiab Cawn, and 
the Begum, to the ſame purport as mine; of which I encloſed a c * in my letter, dated 12 
inſtant, to Dae Sir John Ge It accompanies this ade "OP the Petfian Paper, 


No. 4. 
5 1have the honour to be, &. 
Lucknow, 5. | (Signed) Torn BRIST A 
| 21ft April, 1783. | | 1 Reſident at the Vizier' 8 Court. | 


COPY. of a Letter from "Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, 


Reſident at the Vizier's Court ; dated Futty Churr, April 14th, 178 3. 
Having obſerved, in the papers of intelligenee received this day from Delhy, that it has been re- 


ehangier-abad, I thought it neceſſary to write to Colonel Knudſon on the ſubject, a copy of which 
encloſe for your peruſal, as alſo an extract from the papers of news. I have ordered the de- 
tachment not to paſs the Vizier's boundary, as I On» it mi ight he pe: with ner 5 


conſtquences. 


COPY of Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING's 1 to 11 Colonel  KNUDSON, 
encloſed i in the above Letter to Mr. BRISTOW, of the fame date. | | 


in we papers of intelligence received this day from Delhy, I obſerve there is mention ont of 


: fa to the King, that the detachment under Colonel Knudſon has plundered a place called 


* 


detachment having plundered a place called Jehangier-abad, belonging to his Majeſty, and alfa that | 
you have paſſed the frontier of the Viaier's dominions. Though I have the ftron affurance, in 


my own mind, that the intelligence is falſe, or miſrepreſented, yet I think it neceſſary that you ould ; 


be informed ſuch. a report has: prevailed: at Delhy. Should it Lake have happened, tf cl HO 
the Vi- 


miſinformation or inaduerteney, you have choſen a ſpot for your encampment not within 

zier's boundary, 55 will be pleaſed immediately to remove * camp, 'and take up ſome adran- 
round within the limits of his Excellency's dominions. By the ace 

papers of intelli An you will obſerve, that the chiefs in your neighbourhood are very jealous 

of your detachment ; and it is probable that they may order foe of their own troops to encamp 


near you, and to obſerve your motions ; in fueh event, you will be particularly cautious to 


people belonging to your camp from b theirs—it frequently happens that very ſerious. con 
wever inſignificant in themſelves; and in general I. 
commend it to you to guard as much as Poffble againſt giving any cauſe of jealouſy or uneaſineſ 
to the Kin 5 or "a of the —— who live under his Government. 
Frue copies. 
| (Signed) J. NAV k, 
n Aſſiſtant to the Reſidt. 


N. B. The 8 intelligence alluded to, and incloſed in the above letter, has nothing more in i 
it IA expoſed 9 the Colonel. | | 5 
EXTRACT 


EXT RACT from Papers of Intelligence received from Delhi the 14th and 15th of April. 8 


It was repreſented to the King, that the Engliſh army that was at Anoopſier had plundered 
a place called Jehangeer-abad, and that Affranſiab Cawn's battalion, on hearing of it, returned. 
A paper of news from Mirza Shefi's camp was laid before his Majeſty : It was there mentioned, 
that he, Mirza Shufi, was going to meet the Pateel Sindia; and that he had wrote to Affranſiab Khan 
and Zeenulabideen Khan, forbidding them to march farther, becauſe the Engliſh leaders had paſſed 
their boundary, and recommending to them to be watchful over their own places. It was repreſented, 
that Zeenulabideen Khan had intended to march farther, but had deferred it on account of Mirza 
Sheffi's letter. Affranſiab Cawn wrote Naſirud Dowlah that he had, agreeably to his (Mirza Shefi's 
orders, ſent Gazer Menichchund, and others, with four battalions and fome horſe, from Khor) 
to Anoopſier, and that himſelf. with his army ſhould remain at Khorjah ; and that, - ſhould the Eng- 
liſh army march farther, there would be nobody to prevent them ; and that he was ignorant of their 
intentions.—lt is reported here by many 1 3 that ſhould there be a want of good underſtand- 
ing between Naſuruddowlah and the Engliſh, he would engage the Seiks of his fide, and that a diſ- 
turbance would be the reſult. The Nazir was ordered to obtain daily intelligence from the Engliſh 
camp at Anoopſeer, and to entertain freſh Hircarrahs for that purpoſe. —It was repreſented, that the 
gentlemen at Anoopſeer had determined on going to Aurunghabad : Although this is not believed, 
the King replied, We need not to. be concerned at it; if they come, they will not be diſobedient to my 
authority. It was repreſented that the Engliſh gentlemen were two coſs from Aurungabad, and 
four coſs from Affraſiab Cawn's army, and that Affraſiab was at Khorjah. Naſuruddowlah wrote 
Afraſiab Khan, that if the Engliſh army at Anoopſeer ſhould come towards him (Naſeruddowlah) 
he ſhould not interrupt them ; and if they marched towards Delhi, he ſhould prevent them ; but if 
they continued within their own boundary, it was very well. The King conſulted Mahomud Kooli 
Khan, the aſtrologer, with reſpe& to the coming of the Engliſh, and the treatment he was to look 
for. The aſtrologer replied, that he had previouſly predicted the particulars to his Majeſty ; that 
the Engliſh leaders would come into the preſence perfectly obedient to his authority, and behave 
well; but that ſome contention would be the reſult. The King replied, I wiſh they would ſpeedily 
and quickly arrive, that it might prove the means of liberation to myſelf 


. DL OS 
"© + © (Signed) RALPH BROOME, 
| i rake © Perſian Interpreter to Colonel Sir John Cumming. 

2 18 Fo : 1 * . ; 5 N 2 5 7 8 7 123 a ; : * Tg | 55 | 

COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN: CUMMING to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident 

i at the Vizier's Court; dated Futty Ghurr, April x 5th 1783. 


| Laſt night I tranſmitted you a copy of a letter I wrote Colonel Knudſon, with an extract from 
papers of intelligence received from Delhy; the news of this day mentions that there is a diſtance 
of only four coſs between Colonel Knudſon's detachment and Affranſiab Cawn's army: Private 
letters received from gentlemen in the camp confirm the above account. I have received no let- 
ter from Colonel K nudſon of later date than the 4th inſtant, and I muſt fay that I am not a little 
ſurprized at it. If it be true that the Chiefs round Delhy are ſo much alarmed at the approach of 
our troops as has been repreſented to me, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe they will be very attentive to 
our motions. The greateſt apprehenſion I am under ariſes from the 2 that ſome diſtur- 
bance may be expected between the two bodies of troops by the private diſputes of indivi- 
duals ; to prevent any miſchiefs of this kind, and to remove every cauſe of jealouſy, I have or- 
dered Colonel Knudſon to encamp within the Vizier's dominions, and if he has paſſed the boundary, 
it was remote from my intention: Not having correct maps, or other information of the extent of 
his Excellency's territories on this ſide the Ganges, it was not in my power to draw the line 
within which to confine the detachment. I therefore leſt it to Colonel Knudſon to take any poſt 
within ten coſs above or below Anoopſhier, on the banks of the Ganges, as he might find moſt 


commodious. 


= 
77 
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Should the commiſſion of any act of hoſtility, or an other threatening appearance, make 
it neceſſary to reinforce that detachment, I intend marching with my whole remaining force 
to join them; in ſuch an event it may not be expedient to wait the event of a formal 

requiſition from the Vizier, and I muſt requeſt you will take his ſentiments on the ſubject, 
and communicate them to me as ſoon as poſhble, Having only three regiments remain- 
ing, and the detachment with the Sezawul included, I ſhould be obliged to take the whole 
and it would then become neceſſary that a regiment from Cawnpore ſhould be ordered hither 
to take charge of the hoſpital, ſtores, &c. &c. This is an event which I hope will not happen; but 
as it is not impoſſible, nor even improbable, if my intelligence can be 1 on, I think it adviſe- 
able to communicate to you my thoughts on the ſubjeAt. As both the Vizier and yourſelf, without 
doubt, have the earlieſt and moſt authentic information of every occurrence at Delhy, and the adja- 
cent parts, I requeſt you will inform me whether you think any hoſtile attempt is to be e ed 
* the Chiefs of that neighbourhood. I do not * to inſinuate, that it would be adviſeable to 


Vor. III. withdraw 


* 


£44 


.. on the contrary, I. tuünk that ee woul not. only expoſe his Exel. 
lency's frontiers to the incurſions of the Seiks, but be diſhonourable to our arms, 5 giving | the 


"Cn ons Oe ig e 6g of que n 


- 


. NEAVE, | 


A true r. 


cory of a Laar from Colonel Sir "TORN CUMMING | to Mr. „ R BklsTOw, Reid 
at the Vizier's Court, of the ſame date as the above. 


The ammunition of Liewpindgt Colonel Knudfon's detachment being calculated PO for Te. 

ulſing the Seiks, who never make any regular attacks, T am induced, by the repreſentations I hay 
85. d to you in my letter of this day, to ſend an additional quantity. I purpoſe ſending it on the 
other fide of the river, till it arrive oppoſite to Anoopſier, Loh the charge of two companies 
of Sepoys. 1 beg you will communicate this to his Excellency, and let me know his ſentimen 
both on this and 15 ſubject of my former letter of this date, as ſoon as poſſible. I hope you "fl 
be able to do it ak return of Rh as I ſhall defer e the ammunition till To | 


+4 


> 
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corve of a Later from Mr. JOHN En roww. 1 Reſident at the V Wie's Can, to Colon a 
JOHN C MMING ; dated Lucknow, 11 April 1783. ; 5 27 


4 on received your letters of the I 3th, 14th, and two of the 1 5th inflant. 


The Vizier ſtill ablent, I have the pleaſure to incloſe you copies of 1 TT this tay 
_ addreſſed to * ab Cawn, and Myrza Shuffy Cawn, in which I have given an explanation 
of the object of the detachment at Anoopſier. I hope the precaution taken by Salone Knudſon will 
prevent any bad conſequences ariſing from the neighhourhood of his camp, and that of Affraſiab 
Can; the inſtructions with which. you have furniſhed him, perfectly agree with the ſentiments the 
Vizier expreſſed to me; and as I have tranſmitted the 1 to his . I ſhall furniſh 
0 with his further commands, on receiving his anſwer. 5 

- As by Gele Kundfon's ther of the lat inſtant, it appears the Seiks are again in | motion, as 
nn aſſign, I think it would be improper to recall the detachments, I apptized 
Major Browne of Colonel Knudſom's march, and I fhould have hoped that gentleman would hae 
made ſuch repreſentations as would have prevented any ſuſpicions. I have again wrote to „ ts 
"HIT him of the circumftances relative to the of Affraſiab Cawn. 


- take the er oinclo you «copy of my ares to Colonel Knudfon of this date. 


9 
* 
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Corr of a Lame 3 Mr. 110 BRISTOW, Letten ot the Vizier's Court, Colo 
_ JOHN CUMMING; dated Lucknow, T9th- April 183. 


| "Oe r7th, 1 kad the honour to ak you nt jet your et ot undi, 
and ſhall now reply more particularly to lem. . 9 


The execution of military ſervice depending upon your 1 1 have not addreſſed the 
Vizier for his approbation of the route you have ſeleted for ſupplying Lieutenant 
Enudſon's detachment with ammunition. ; it is a matter on which you can only be competent ts 
er both from your — and local W I know of no * likely to LO 


Until I mall be honoured with the Vizier's 3 which Iam 1 8 in not receiving. 
wiſe now, I muſt return you a ſimilar anſwer ; with reſpe& to the march 2 your detachment to 
- ſupport Lieutenant Colonel Knudlon, you only can be the judge of the meaſure ;, at the ſame time, in 
reply to the opinion you require of me, regarding the intention of the Chiefs at Delhy, Lam per- 
ſuaded, from every circumſtance coneerning their ſituation,. that there is not the leaſt appr 
of. their being inclined to make ee hoſtile attempts, their weakneſs, and the decided, ſuperiority 
which the junction of a 2 0 0 of the Honourable Company's troops , to either 
_ party, 16 oþ 6 EE render them ſolicitous to afford ſatisfaction, . A 
N _ * Vide Perſian paper, No. 4. 


We O18 


to the Visier. Buppoliky Afraſiab Cawn Hat to Rave been 


regular ng arch ew. 5 
detachment, it ceftainly muſt have been 4 ſulpicleus uppenränee Hi bis eyes; and 1 Tanfi6t be 22 


rized that he mould ſtand upon the defenftve. I agree With you in opimonz thät the only dat = 
. E is the 235 bility of A diſttirbines IE ckeited IE the en de 
VI 


The incloſed papers, No. 14 the ell ence have rece Wed re 
nion entertained by the Chiefs : Bey delallhe 6 the of the EA weren 


in order to — ae what you Have dead tel b to me. 


Leſt Lieut. Col. K nudſon's letter to you ſhould have tiſcarried, I trouble you with No. 4, a copy of 
his laſt to me of the 12th inſtant. To 7 4 Opy 
75 3 


1 have. this day fofwirted to Ra Colonel Knudſon a letter from Myrza Khullule to 

Affraſiab Cawn, requeſting that he would diſpatch it. The contents RATS to the ſame purport as mine, 

of which you t have Sr 7 received a Copy. br Kullule has in; like e W 
Begum and M Theſe explanatiorisy and and the prudence of Lieut 

I hope, cauſe al 5 2 to ſublide. | 


Tru e copies. 
NEA V E, 
r Auen, to the Jak 


ö at the Vizier's Court. Ani: es 


cory of a Letter geg, fills Cold ubs to Mr. ee, BRIFTOW, 
Kefer at 1 izier's Court; dated Jenngucrabad, April the 12th 1784. 


For his Exedllenc 's.inforthation-] vs the honour ty inform that have received intelli- 
gence that a body of eiks are in motion towards the eaſtward... Jie their intention may probably be 
to paſs into Rohilcund, ſhould they find the entrance to it not well guarded, I am therefore anxious to 
know what force the Vizier keeps there, and where they are placed, that on any emergency theſe 
troops might be - ſent where their ſeryices could be beſt em rloyad for the defence of that © 

I alſo beg leaye to inform you that his Excellency's [ffi 6h; to Khaja Aift ul Piti, the Aumil 
of Rohilcund, for tranſmitting me every intelligence, v which with regard to the motion of the 227 


and the other powets on the frontiers, has pot 2275 fulhiſed, which 4 — cin they 14 | 
moment to me, I ought to be apprized of. 5 of th to this omiſſion, I am feft entire he 145 
I the meaſures adopted for the = that Oy extent of country kk an m- | 
vaſion. 


The e of | Aﬀfaliab Saen appears very IG ; he bes followed the maggi & ray de- 
tachment from Rampaut hither, alwa encampin at the diſtance of four or five &6ols from it; he 
ives out, that he is devoted to the King's intereſt, intends ſupporting his views in effecting a chan 
| the Getvernegent; but he is at the fame time ſtrengtienmiag lis force by volunteers from 
quarters, and carries on a cloſe correſpondence with Nawaub Nai ul ow, the ſide he inclines to 
is eaſily perceived. Various are the reports calculated at Delhi reſpecting the deſtination of this de- 
tachment : It is generally believed that it is to move to the me e Ab lab Cawn has * Song 
oft the be ph to LY eee motions.” 5 


g %% T Colt | 
G 3 wx, ye ads. Ro - ; C5 « 1 


Thave nodes; 3 I now dt you a \ letter to Aﬀeaſiab "PL | 
explaining 107 10 der your Cof 4 e F bigs au 
a ar. perf, ES 108 wil 30 me the favoks 60 Kat * & wi 
air pork from f, of the 


moſt friendly intentions. Upon 
formed Major Browne of your march, and I flivikt have 2 N gms She 


been given, as to have prevented all ſuſpicions. I have alſo wrote to him a by thus > nigh S Dank, 
informing him of the eircutyiſtatices ſtated by yours te to Acffraſtab C] | 


On all future ore ou will eböge me, by Wind ber adertes fo the 1 mo- 
tions of your detachment, ould any be neceſiary, t Major Browne, thut he muy give timely notice 
to the Omeer ul Omra, and every opinion of the Var 85 Or 12 Honourable 44 made a 
m the diſputes between the Chi del, at Peng be for af. | 1 


ES ES - 


why rhe get I refer to in N Me Shay; " CEN een or the 7e 


REES 


SAS SSA 


E 


Khurja Ain ul Dein has one thouſand. and ſeventy ** and four battalions of ſepoys, or two. 
thouſand and eighty-ſeven infantry, ſtationed at the gauts of Darranegur, beſides the troops acting 
with him. When he left this place, he ſeemed very confident of being able to defend 555 Gitricz 
againſt the Seiks; and we have reaſon to believe he was right in his judgment, as their attempts to 

commit depredations had been repeatedly repulſed. Encloſed i is the copy of a letter I have written 
to 1 70 Ain ul Dine. 


The Vizier is ftill abſent; but his ſentiments, : as communicated to me beſore his amen were 
to confine 2 operations ed to the defence of Kun own dominions. | 


True copies. 
| (Signed) 1 EA k. 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſi dent 
at the TR: s Court. 


Tothe Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eine n Genera, 4. Members o the 


* Council, Fort William. 


| Honourable th i Ger | 
Ju have the pleaſure to encloſe copies of my conv dence with Mr. Anderſon ref; hit 
ngle ; and as his reſidence in the Honourable Company's provinces has received the Valet 8s 
ion, T requeſt to know if it meets with your n. | 
Thave the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, by 1 3 * Jon BRISTOW, + ha 
23d 1 1783. ** Reſident at the Vixier's Court. 


To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General,» and the Members f > 
b the Supreme Council, Fort Mare W 


3 


1 


| 1 Sir, and 8 : So or Os 
I am honoured with the receipt of your letter of the 14th ultimo, and, rreeable to y. r=. 
iſkon, have paid to Mahomed Salid Cawn, on account of the Ruſſaulah of his brot >dul 

Rhamaun Cawn, at Surat, with the Bengal detachment, the ſum of thirty thouſand ah and 


have taken a bond of indemnification from 2 in caſe W ſhould be 82 ad to the e- | 
ingi it. 


| Thos 55 3 to 1 . 
8 8 (Signed) | JOHN BRIS TW. 
2d May, 763. „ e Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


To the Sms WARREN HASTINGS, Exuire, 8 General, l. and the Member 
jo of the OP: Council, en William. 


Honourable Sir, a Gentlemen, 

i” order to provide againſt the alarming conſequences of a ; ſcarcity, the Vite has RIG. pro- 
per to publiſh a proclamation in Lucknow, prohibiting any individual from purchaſing a quantity 
of grain at one time, exceeding five rupees in value. f have, with his Excellency's approbation, 
written to the Reſident at Benares, the Chief of Patna, and Meſſrs. Græme and Bathurſt, re- 
queſting them to encourage the merchants in importing n into the Vizier' 8 dominions. 


+, Mahomed Cawnzin Cawn, the Aumil of Luttanfut's Jaghyr and Jay daid, "RE ng i informed me that 
Nutta Cawn, the Cutwaul of the Sayer of Rohilcund, has, in Ah to the-Vizier's expreſs or- 
ders, ſuffered grain to be exported from the gauts of Jayoree and Nuggeree, I have adviſed his Ex- 
IP to puniſh the delinquent, and place guards at thoſe gauts. 
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T have addreſſed Colonels Morgan and Sir John Cumming, requeſting ho to encourage the 

11 Cutwaul and merchants in their Buzars to make their purchaſes of grain in the Honourable Com- 

1 pan 's provinces; and I beg leave to ſubmit to your conſideration the expediency of remitting, on 
5 this emergency, the very heavy. duties levied on that article i in the Zemindarry of Benares. 


In my addreſs of the 21ſt ultimo; I informed you of tha. alarm. taken by the chiefs o Delby, 
at the march of the detachment under the command of Colonel Knudſon. I have the a, to 
acquaint 2 that the moſt ſatis factory letters have ſince been received from Affraſiab 
Mirza uffle, enn every diſpoſition to preſerve the good en. ſubſiſting egen 


3 
=; 
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dable that troops belohging to the Affraſia 


1 
1 o 8 
* 3 * by * 
1 { 0 
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wem and the Vizier's Government.— The incloſed extracts of letters from Maj or OY dated 
the 21ſt and 26th ult. will explain the precautions he bad taken on that occ ie. 0 previous to the 


receipt of my application to him on the fubhect. 
. I have the honour to be, ace. 
Lucknow, | ct (Signed) | JOHN BRISTOW, 
5th May 1783. TT 
| e CY ev . 
PETE 
Aeg. Secu, to the Secret Dept. | 
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EXTRACTS of Letters from Major JAMES BROWNE to the Reſident at the Vizier's 


e 
3 2 Court. 
5 q Ty 4 (Ss "% by V W's o 


The 21ſt April 17831 


4 


Reſpecting the detachment e beg leave to inform Joi, that Hough it is very pro- 7 
b Cawh may have watched his motions, yet I believe that 


he has not been neat them himſelf, but at Khutjah. Söön after the march of that detachmen 

Affraſiab Cawn wrote the Ameer ul Omrah, thit he learnt the Engliſh and the Vizier were on theit 
march to Deu, and adviſed the Ameer ul Omrah to be upon his guard. As I Had long before 
ſatisfied the latter regarding eur intentions, he paid no further attention to this intelligence, than to 
communicate it to me; upon which 1 wrote to Affraſiab Cawn, in neatly the words as you have tow 
done. I at the ſame time engaged myſelf to che Amir ul Otnrah, that thoſe troops ſhould never 
advance without my ;previouſly adviſing him; With, which declaration he was perfectly Tatlsfied; 
All that you are pleaſed fo require of me, therefore, is Already duns. 


, 


ſhewn a ſteadineſs that has quite diſcoutitehaticed the idle and malicious ſuſpicions of others. 


2 


h e ea 9 


I have the pleaſure: 


liſh nation, and the ieee dug to the news- writers. 
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Vol. III. 


Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
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Great pains have been taken to alarm the Amir ul Othrak teſpecting the Engliſh; Biit he bas 


to ĩneloſe you A letter. from Mirza Khulleel, alſo 4 c 5 of one which I have 
juſt received from Affraſiab Oawin, by which you will perceive his friendly « poſition to the Eng- 
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1ſt Bill — Drawn b 


1 Do. 


T Do.” 


2 Do. 


. 6 wo 


LIST OF BILLS OF EXCHANGE. 


paul 
or the 


— Ditto 
— Ditto 


— Ditto, by Mutfoora Doſs AE Doſs, upon an Dok. | 
Gunneick Doſs, dated 10th Jute Sud, at 60 Ds. Do. — 


50 Doorka Doſs Mooty Chund, of 1 + eh | 


* 
-, — 1 1 - — 4 = ; « . 
of 5 * 2 * , * 10 4% 
"1 .. — 9 W 8 3 


— 


oſs Hurkiſſen Doſs, of Calcutta, dated Juite Sud 10, 
gth 2 e, at 60 Ds. St. for Ca. Sa. Rs. 5, 50, — — 
Do. Do. 5,00, 00 — — 

50. Do. | Do. | L — 


* x Do. — Do. by Gopaul Doſs Munnowar Doſs, on Gopaul Doſs Hur- - | En 55 


1 dat: 


TAE 


1 Do. — 


1 Do, 
"EI. 
1 Do. 


1 Do. - 


— Drawn b 


* 


15 Bills 


—— — 


— 


I Do. 


for 


„„ 
— Ditto ge” 


— Ditto, b ä | 1 
neiſh Doſs, dated the 7 Cheyte, or 25th March, at 81 Ds. Do. | 25100 — 
* by Gopaut Doſs Munnowar Doſs, on Gopaul ä 1 
urke | | 


kifſen Dok, cated the 7 Cheyte, or 25th March, at 81 Ds. Do. 1 45 


. Ca. Sa. Rs. 95000 — — 0 

3s. * | Do. 1 8 Do. 75000 — — 1 
Do. | Do. 81 Do. 8 F 6,000 85 — 5 q 92 2 Wis 1 #4. * | 

8. RAR Doss 8 Doſs, on 880 Doſs. Gun. „„ ˙ 


en Doſs, dated 13 da or _3rſt Var, at 


1 | 7,500 == 


Duke n-Doſs, dated 19th Cd or bth April, at | 
8 Ds, Do — . "250586 
— Drawn b by 


neiſh 


— Down CE by. Ditto, Bo. dated 11th h Jeite, or 27th May, 1 iy 
1. Ds. Do. | 
4 Gopaul Dos Miles Doss, on ' Gopaul Dobs 


Hurki 


81 Ds. Do 
— Do. by Tazue Chund Mohunaloll Kifſen Chund, on Gapaul | 


Gowaul - Doſs Seoram Doſs, on 3 Doſs 8 CC 
ag the 13th Cheyte, or 31ſt March, at 81 Ds. Do. — EF 6, ooo — = 


Gopaul Doſs Munnower Doſs on Gopaul Doſs 
by Gowaul Doſs Seoram Doss, on Sete Doſs Gun- A 
loſs, dated 19th Cheyte, or 6th April, at 81 Ds. Do. 1 HW — = 


Doſs, dated 11th Jeite, or 140 May, — 3 
10, ooo 


Doſs Hurkiſſen Doſs, dated 21 Jeite, or 6 June, at 81 Ds. Do. Th 4554 


Calcutta Sicca Rupees —. — 85 15, 00, 000 — 


| Errors excepted. 


(Signed) | JOHN BRISTOW, 
| Reſident at the Vizier' 8 Cour 


From Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAUN, written on the 9th of Jummaud u Saunt 


\ 


Uſual introduction. . 1 5 


have received been favour, in reply to my letter of inquiry and requiſition, reſpecting a day 
to be fixed for the delivery of your anſwer to the different articles of the general plan. Vou ob- 

ſerve that I ſay one thing and write another. My friend, my communications written and verbal 
are the ſame; for I all along recommended to you to carry into immediate execution ſuch parts of 
the plan and queſtion as it might now be adviſeable to execute, and that the reſt might be carried 
into effect at the beginning of the year; but it is abſolutely neceſſary that the previous diſpoſi- 
tion, with regard to all the parts of it; ſhould be made imindiately, that before the commencement 
of the enſuing year, every thing neceſſary thereto may be in readineſs, and the Bundobuſt of the 
Mahalauts ſettled : Accordingly, all the particulars relative thereto are inſerted in the articles before- 
mentioned; and correſponding to the Fin particularized in my letter of 5 you 1 8 0 

to deliver to me in writing your opinion and advice oppoſed to each of the different articles. 

Whence then is this obſervation, reſpecting a difference between my written and verbal declara- 
tion? Procraſtination in matters of ſuch importance cannot be admitted; therefore I repeat my re- 
queſt, that you will fix a particular day on which to tranſmit to me your explicit anſwer to the arti- 
cles in queſtion, that I may tranſmit the fame to the Governor General. RL 


| Concludes as uſual, 
IC ae e 
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E. Hav, 


Actg. Secy. to the Secret Depft. 


From the NUVVAUB VIZIER to the GOVERNOR GENERAL : Received at Calcutta, 


From the beginning of the friendly connections between the Engliſh Company and you, and the 
Gentlemen of the Council, and. the late Nuvvaub and myſelf, no failure ever happened on his or 
on my part; he ſtill was, and I have ſtill been firm and ſtedfaſt in our friendihip, and with the 
bleſſing of God, while I breathe the breath of life, no failure or deficiency ſhall happen on my 
part; you alſo, on your part, have been attentive to the duties of friendſhip and affection, and the 
amity between us has flouriſhed. Other gentlemen who have reſided here have paid due regard 
to the ſtations and dignity of both, in the conduct of public affairs; but Mr. Briſtow, who has 
come appointed to reſide here, has by many and various actions thrown diſgrace and ignominy upon 
me; and perſeveres in doing ſo; and I have in conſequence thereof heretofore troubled you with 
a full account of my ſituation; I am with my life and fortune firm and ſtedfaſt in my friend- 
ſhip, and from my heart am ready to aſſiſt the intereſts of the Company. Why will you cover 
me with ſhame and diſgrace by the hand of Mr. Briſtow? I cannot longer, by any means what- 
ever, ſubmit to the behaviour of this Gentleman. In the ſtyle of. ſupplicants ke redreſs, I 
now addreſs you, if you will be pleaſed to recall Mr. Briſtow from hence, it is well my ſervices 
for the benefit of the Company are ready in any manner you ſhall preſcribe : But if the removal of 
Mr. Briſtow ſhould by no means hatin; be agreeable to you—be it ſo—I am without re- 
ſource, ſince not the leaſt degree of confidence any longer ſubſiſts between me and that Gentleman. 
Quitting this place with my family, my brothers, my relations, and my friends, I ſhall come 
to Calcutta—you will act as you may deem moſt conducive to the honour and reputation of the 
Engliſh name. As the brother of my father, I have, during theſe laſt five months, ſucceſſively 
made known to you the diſtreſſes of my heart; and I now moſt ſolemnly ſwear, by my religion, and 
my faith therein, that in caſe Mr. Briſtow is to ſtay here, I will not ſtay here.—l ſhall come 
to you, JJV Seb Pn” 5558 | | 1 


4 


Concludes as uſual. 7 
P. 8. In the Nuvvaub Vizier's own han. 


My friend, I am, with my life, and from my heart, ready to aſſiſt the intereſts of the Company in R 
any manner you ſhall preſcribe. I can no longer bear with the conduct of Mr. Briſtow; I intreat 
you to recall that Gentleman, otherwiſe I ſhall come to you with my relations and dependants. 


From HYDER BEG KHAWN to the GOVERNOR GENERAL : Received at Calcutta, 
. er To, SR 


Uſual introduction. | RE 5 
Mr. Briſtow's conduct towards his Highneſs and towards me, I have repeatedly repreſented to 
you. His Highneſs cannot thank you ſufficiently for the kindneſs you have ſhewn in his . 
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inclined as you are, by your friendſhip and your juſtice, [to pay-avtention te bis Gatnation, through - 
God's "Wiſs and your protection his Hi at Me fully ſatis 


| | jeſs is hed that at all events that which will þ 
conſiſtent with his honour will be done, 'a circumſtance which will add to your own honour and re- 
putation. x 95 „ | 3 1 


— 


be firſt wiſh of his Highneſs, and of us the Binge. is your firm ellabliſhment jo de fat 


of power and authority; and I have given thanks to God for the happy and frequently-rex 
* s on this ſubjet which AN P wo Ig a 
and foundation of my future exiſtence: His Highneſs's ſatisfaction on the occahon is great be 

deſeription. May the Almighty God ever continue you on the muſnud of power an 4 authority, 


© Me, Briſtow, now tha he as beard of the repreſentations made to you and of de being lb 


ve received from Europe, conkdering them as the 


fore the Board, has in the ſpirit of reſentment, compared with his former oppreſſive conduct, * 


1 


* * 


_ His Highnef is every way ready to obey your pleaſure, and conſiders the payment of the Com- 
18 Ur 


pany's money as h 


and moſt important object. On this ſubje& it has been repeatedly repre- 


ſented to you, that with your countenance and favour it can be well and duly effected. 


Mr. Briſtow having been informed of the repreſentations made by his Highneſs and ine ab 
actuated by reſentment, is endeavouring to conduct every meaſure in ſuch a manner as may reflect in- 
dignity upon me, and deprive me of the executive powers of my office. = 


Thus the plan and coulnoumeh correſponding with his own views, and grounded on the 
ing intelligence of your removal from the government, which he at firſt propoſed, and which T 
formerly repreſented fully to you, as ſoon as he obtained information of his Highneſs's communi- 
cations and mine, and of your intentions to cauſe juſtice to be done, he changed for others, which 
he delivered in writing. The reply which I made to one of the articles contained-in' Mr. 'Briftow's 


plan is ſubmitted to your inſpection. Under that article the determination of Mr. Briſtow to * 


pel me from my office is apparent. 5 : 
Mr. Briſtow, by the advice of Iſhmael Beg, has formed a refolution to change the old and eſta. 
bliſhed Aumils of the Sircar, ſuch as Almaus Alli Khawn, &c. and he declares, that on the aps 
proaching commencement of the new year, he will -appoint a Treaſurer and Comptroller overthe 
baubcheld eſtabliſhments; ' thoſe of the beaſts of carriage and burden, domeſtics, &c. of his 
Highneſs's Surcar ; that he will appoint the Mootaſuddies of the Perſian Dufter that he will have 
a ſeparate building for each ſeparate office; and ſtation guards to the ſame ; that the monies forth 
coming from the Jauidaud Mahalaut of his Highneſs's houſehold ſhall be received there; and that 
he will iſſue with his own hand ſuch ſums as may be neceſſary for his Highneſs's expences: In il 
robability, he will now carry all theſe meaſures into execution - whatever may be your pleaſure re- 
eRing them, be pleaſed to make it known. n... 8 
The Aumils who have been this year employed under the protection, and agreeably to the | 
choice, of Mr. Briſtow, have not, down to the preſent time, even ſent in their accounts to the 
Surcan, of | 8 . W no 
The plan which had been ſettled at the beginning of the year, that plan Mr. Briftow on 
the inſtant of his arrival; and the change has been attended with loſs to his Highneſs's Surcar. 
Vain and confident in himſelf, it is Mr. Briſtow's defire that no one but himſelf ſhall have any 
concern in any affairs whatever; but ſome of the particulars conſequent to the change of ſyſtem, 
which Mr. Briſtow executed in a vain reliance on his own knowledge, and which has been attended 
with loſs to the Sircar, I preſume to lay before you. CO he Pee 1 


Thus for the monies on account of the bills granted b Fe e of Gopaul Daus gu- 


hoo, and others, a Tummuſſook was given by Almaus All Than, who on the ſame day paid in to 


the Gomaſtahs of Gopaul Daus the ſum of four lacks of rupees ; Mr. Briſtow, two days after 
his. arrival, directed the Gomaſtahs of Gopaut Daus to return the Tummuſſook of Almaus Alli 
Khawn, and to take his in exchange. As the credit of Almaus Alli Khawn is eſtabliſhed'amo 
the Mahagins, by the ſtrictneſs and punctuality with which he performs his engagements, tht 
Gomaſtahs of Gopaul Doſs heſitated in taking Mr. Briſtow's Tummuſſook: Mr. Briſtow, by an- 
er and by threats, forced from them the Tummuſſoek of Almaus Alli Khawn, and returned it te 
im, and delivered one under his own ſeal, to the Gomaſtahs of Gopaul Daus. 1 


If Almaus Alli Khawn's r had continued wich them, the ſums: payable to the- mer- 


Alli Khawn, on account of Khierabad and Mahummudu, was free from expences or G 
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for a jammah of | twelve lacks fourteen thouſand rupees; ſeven lacks fifty thouſand rupees of 

the amount of Jauidaud to the Mahagins, for which Almaus Alli Khawn had given a tummuſ- 

ſook in full, was payable from theſe Mahalauts. When Almaus Alli Khawn's tummuſſook was ex- 

changed, the Mahalauts of Khierabad and Mahummudu, om to the orders of Mr. Briſtow, 
1 


were continued to Mahummud Hooſlain Khawn, from whom Mr. Briſtow down to the preſent 
time has not received, on account of the annual revenue, above three lacks of rupees, ſome- 
thing more or leſs, of the Mootayneh troops ſtationed there, whoſe Tankhaw was ſettled for ſix 
months pay; two months to ſome, and three months to others, is all that has as yet been re- 
ceived by them, and thoſe troops are in the greateſt diſtreſs and diſorder; moreover, a Major and 


a regiment of Engliſh ſepoys are and have been with Mahummud Hooſſain Khawn, from the 


beginning down to the. preſent time. To the end of the year perhaps another lack of rupees, 
155 be paid in, but even this is doubtful ; thus the revenue has been diminiſhed, whilſt the expences 


4 


— 


Other Aumils have paid, from the Mahalauts of Allahabad, &c. eight lacks eleven thouſand 
rupees, free from expences or deductions, to the laſt Daum. Mirza Iſmael Beg, now Aumil, 
declares that the groſs collections will amount to no more than ſix lacks forty thouſand rupees; 

at the ſame time that he declares the expences in thoſe Mahalauts to be treble the amount of 
thoſe heretofore eſtabliſhed ; whenever he may give in his accounts, the whole will be underſtood. 


Five lacks of rupees were granted in Jauidaud to the Company on Furrukhabad. Sind Ma- 


hummud Saueed Khawn had engaged for the due ras of the whole, and he regularly diſ- 
charged his kiſts, as long as he continued there. Mr. Briſtow, by the advice, and at the re- 


commendation of Iſmael Beg, ſent Mahummud Beg as Suzzauwal to Furrukhabad, contrary to 


the inclinations of his Highneſs ; the accounts have not been received, but a conſiderable balance 
is as yet outſtanding ; the total payable from this Jauidaud will not be received, Similar cir-- 
cumſtances, . reſpecting other places under recommended Aumils, ſhall be laid before you whenever 


( 


| Several perſons who were formerly employed, and who have been laid aſide on account of 
miſmanagement, are the very perſons whom Mr. Briſtow wants to employ, and appoint to the 
management of the Mahalauts ; in determining and propoſing the people to be employed, he acts 
as if his Highneſs had no fort of connection with this country. Mr. Briſtow is the actual ruler ; 
to whatever place he himſelf reſolves on the appointment of any one, theſe are his orders, . Let 
« this perſon be put into this employment. If the Aumils are appointed by the authority of 
Mr. Briſtow, it muſt reflect diſgrace upon his Highneſs, and in the ſame manner that loſs to the 


| Surcar has been hitherto ſuſtained by the appointments of recommended Aumils, fo hereafter. the 


caſe will be che fame. In this reſpect, whatever your pleaſure may be, be pleaſed to make it known. | 


If the Aumils may be appointed at his Highneſs's. diſcretion, I will undertake to procure the 
diſmiſſion of ſuch Aumils as are unfit for employment, and for the appointment of others, men 
of ability and good character, as ſhall be made known to you aſter thoſe appointments have taken 


place. 


The motives which have induced me to preſume on making this repreſentation, reſpecting theſe 
affairs, and to requeſt to know your pleaſure, are, that Mr. Briſtow, being of a violent and un- 
reflecting diſpoſition, endeavours to effect his objects by threats and ſeverity; his Highneſs, on 
the other hand, conſidering theſe circumſtances as cauſes of diſgrace to him, heſitates to com- 
ply; and Mr. Briſtow accuſes me of diſobedience of orders ;—ſo ſituated, and in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, whatever your orders may be, thoſe I will obey, for by your hand I was lifted from the 
duſt, and from -yau T hold my preſent credit and reputation. © OO 


In the courſe of the current year I repreſented to Mr. Briſtow, that if he pleaſed to order it, I 


would appoint Tehveeldars from amongſt the different Mahagins to the Mahalauts, fo that the mo- 
nies ied to che Company ſhould be regularly received, kift by kiſt; but as it is not the plea- 


fure of Mr. Briſtow that affairs ſhould be conducted by my interpoſition, he did not approve of 
07 8" e EE REF. e Concludes as uſual. =p 5 


As. H. 1197, or 13th January 1783. 2 1 0 5 | 


2 _____ Copy: Reccinod at aleuty, goth June 1783. 
Uſual introduction. Fa 358 | 3 1 783 


Conſidering the bad ſtate of affairs at Furrukabad, it is neceſſary that Marza Mahummud Beg 
mould receive his diſmiſſion as ſoon as poſſible; he will be introduced to you by this letter; you will 
give him his diſmiſſion to-day, and in ſuch manner that it may be unknown to every one. I am- 
informed, to my great concern, of your 3 and pray for the recovery of your 7 


Vol. III. 


1-3; 
The two ſhoccahs which you have written, and ſent agreeably to the drafts tranſmitted, are res 


- 


turned you will receive them incloſed. The ſhoccahs which you wrote, and. ſent according to 
former directions, I conſider as extremely proper and ſufficient. MT 


Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAWN; written on the 11th of Rubba ul 
en © ©, Awah Ac bh 3209, 00 84h February Hap! © 7 


88 
* * 


3 . Copy: Received 28th March 1783. 
Uſual introduction. 5 5 985 Le 1 
A liſt of the Purwanehs iſſued by the Nuvvaub Vizier to the reſpective Aumils, on account 
of the Tunkhaw monies for the expences of the houſehold, together with a ſtatement of the 
particular ſums, accompany this letter, but I have kept the Purwanehs in my own hands, ag 
they have not received the ſignature and ſeal of the Vizier. ö een 


If by another effort you can bring this buſineſs to a concluſion, agreeable to my wiſhes, 0 
much the better; if not, it will be neceſſary that letters, agreeably to the incloſed draft, be writ- 
ten by me and by you, and tranſmitted to the Aumils. In caſe the Nuvvaub ſhould refuſe hig 
aſſent, you will write the letters from yourſelf, correſponding with the incloſed draft, and bring 
| them with you, as I ſhall ſend them off to-morrow, with my own letters, which are now ready, 
and written to the ſame purport to the Aumils. | 4 J 


* * 


The Governor General is, at all events, determined on the improvement of the Nuvvaub's affairs; 
from my reliance on you I have been led to poſtpone this matter during a long period; but as | 
conſider the further procraſtination of it as a breach of the Governor General's orders, and as the 
cauſe of the' difarrangement of all public buſineſs, 'therefore, from. an attention to the regulation of 
affairs in general, it is out of my power ta defer it any longer. Thus, in conſequence of my friendſhip 
for you, T have not, down to the preſent time, which includes a period of ,three or four months, 
communicated the accompanying extract from the Governor General's letter, having ſtill relied on 
vou for the accompliſhment of this buſineſs: Now, from abſolute neceſſity, I write you plainly to 
refſect, and meditate with attention, on the miſchiefs which muſt follow to you from delay in fuch 

matters as theſe ; ſuch delay being the cauſe of the diſorder and diſarrangement of all affairs. 


In ſhort, you ſay that the Nuvvaub Vizier refuſes to liſten to your repreſentations in this buſi- 
neſs; this too is full of danger with reſpect to you: You are the Nuvvaub Vizier's deputy, - pol- 
ſeſſing unlimited authority; yet you repreſent and lay before him meaſures of importance, and 
are unable to obtain his aſſent to them. Whenever the confidence of the Nuvvaub Vizier. is with- 
drawn from you, and neceſſary meaſures can no longer be carried into execution, the buſineſs is 
at an end. I am every way difpoſed to countenance and ſupport you, but I cannot deviate from 
the orders of the Governor General. JJ Bo = oo ns 


our meeting to-morrow morning. 


It is proper that you do not poſtpone this buſineſs, or the muſter of the Toorkſuyvaurs, beyond : 
Let no one but you and I obtain a knowledge of the contents of this letter. 
Concludes as uſual. | 


: 
ER 
. 24 


has N , : ; _ " LS 


EXTRACT from a Letter to HYDER BEG CAWN from the GOVERNOR GENERAL, 
| written on the October 1782, and incloſed to Mr. BRISTOW. WES 


I write this thus plainly to you from two motives ; the firſt is, to ſhew how thin the veil is by 
which you attempt to cover this policy, and of courſe to convince you that I ſhall receive and con- 
ſtrue every ſimilar declaration, however made to me from the Nuvvaub, and every letter written in 
his name, tending to 1 or leſſen the friendſhip ſubſiſting between us, as your declaration, a5 

your letter: The 2d is, that as I do not ſo much aſcribe theſe artifices to you, as to the evil 
counſels and encouragements which you have lately received from other perſons, whoſe names I 
need not mention, you may ſee and know on what terms you may expect hereafter to retain that 
friendſhip and ſupport which IJ have hitherto given you. For the reſt I refer you to Mr. Briſtow, 
to whom, both verbally and in writing, I have communicated every tittle of my ſentiments, inten- 
tentions, and expectations upon the ſubject. ; | " 


+ _ 
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: NARRATIVE and: Subſtance of different Converſations reſpectin the Appointment of a 
Ireaſurer and Comptroller for the Nuvvaub's Houſehold Eſtabliſhment. A 


„ CCVCCVCV be! Received March 3d 1783. 
Altercations have for ſome time paſt been carried vn between the Nuvvaub and Mr. Briſtow, 
reſpecting the appointment of a Treaſurer and Comptroller, under the authority of the latter, to the 
Vizier's houſehold eſtabliſhments, and for iſſuing pay to the Toorkſuvvaurs; what has lately oc- 
curred on this ſubject is as follows: I repreſented to the Nuvvaub, that as Mr. Briſtow propoſed 
thoſe appointments in conſequence of orders from the Governor General and Council, it was neceſ- 
fary and proper that he ſhould comply with the pleaſure of the Governor. His Higtinefs replied, «In 
« this caſe I ſhall be deprived abſolutely of all power and reſpectability. I cannot believe that 
« the Governor has given ſuch directions with reſpect to me.” 1 repreſented that, as Mr. Briſtow 
declared them to be the Governor's orders, he ſhould comply; that information ſhould afterwards 
be tranſmitted to the Governor General, with whoſe pleaſure, if it ſhould prove to have/been fo, he 
would of courſe chearfully comply; on the contrary, if it ſhould turn out to be otherwiſe, the Go- 
vernor himſelf would forbid the meaſure. | His Highneſs wept immoderately : He faid, that he was 
perſecuted day and night; that Mr. Briſtow did not allow him a moment's reſpite; that he now 
wanted to prevent his enjoying in peace and quietneſs even the little which he did get; that his 
friends and relations did not obtain the leaſt proviſion in lieu of their ſequeſtered jageers ; that Mr. 
Briſtow had forbid him to write his ſituation to the Governor, telling him, he muſt not correſpond 
on theſe affairs; that he was without reſource ; that as Mr. Briſtow formerly told him, that neither 


he nor Hyder Beg ſhould interfere' in the appointment of the Treaſurer and Comptroller, or in the 
diſburſements; but that he, the Nuvvaub, ſhould make thoſe ap 


2] 


pointments by his own authority; 
that he would go himſelf, and in perſon anſwer Mr. Briſtow on this ſubjet. IK 4 


His Highneſs went accordingly, and told Mr. Briſtow, that by nominating and appointing a Trea- 
ſurer and Comptroller, he diſgraced and rendered him, the Nuvvaub, contemptible; and that without 


obtaining any thing for himſelf but a bad name. Mr. Briſtow replied, that ſuch were the orders 
of the Gentlemen of the Council, and that his Hi; 


| | xs muſt appoint Seetul Raum Treaſurer, and 
Tahakoor Daus Comptroller, as the perſons fixed upon and recommended by him, Mr. Briſtow. 
His Highneſs anſwered, that 'Tippur Chund was the old and eſtabliſhed Treaſurer to the troovs., and 


deſired that he might be continued; that the iſſuing pay to. the Toorkſavvaurs, &c. had all along 
been in his hands, and therefore propoſed that he ſhould continue to iſſue it: And with retpe& to 
his propoſed appointment of 'Tahakoor Daus to the Comptrollerſhip of the Houſehold, that Mirza 
Mahummud Huſſun was the Comptroller, that Tahakoor Daus might be appointed his Deputy or 
Manager; that the money for the payment of the 'Toorkſuvyaurs ſhould be paid in to him, the! 


| uv- 
vaub; that he, as heretofore, would ſend it to the Rajah Tippur Chund, and that Tippur Chund 


would iſſue it; Mr. Briſtow, it appears, conſented to this arrangement. I was not preſent at the 
preceding f x hots —T—T— . Ee og? os arr ac 


Some time afterwards Mr. Briſtow gave the charge of the money for the payment of the Toork- 

ſuvvaurs to Mr. Cooper, and Mr. Cooper appointed a Treaſurer on his own part to iſſue it to them, 
and cauſed Shocahs to be written to the Aumils, gn , to include the Tunkhaw monies for 
the N of the Toorkſuvvaurs in the amount of the Company's Tankhaw, and remit the whole 
to Mr. Briſtow. 5 e eee „„ . . 


Mr. Briſtow ordered me to cauſe the Nuvvaub's ſeal to be put to thoſe ſhoccahs, and further directed 
that I ſhould cauſe a houſe in the city to be procured, where the Treaſury for the diſburſements to 

the houſehold eſtabliſhments ſhould be kept; and ſaid that he would ſfation a ſubadar and guard of 
his own for the protection of the Treaſu x. nm | 


In obedience to Mr. Briſtow's order I affixed the ſeal to the ſhoccahs, which drew upon me the 
Nuvvaub's diſpleaſure : He obſerved that Mr. Briſtow had firſt agreed that thoſe offices ſhould be 
under his, the Nuvvaub's, authority; that he had now cauſed ſhoccahs to be written, as juſt related, 
and had given them in charge to Mr. Cooper; chat Mr. Cooper had appointed a Treaſurer under 
him, and that the money which had arrived for the payment of the Toorkſuvvaurs had been deli- 
vered to Mr, Cooper's ** 


reaſurer; that Mr. Briſtow demanded a ſeparate houſe for the houſehold 
treaſury, where he would place a ſubadar and g 


guard of his own: Hence it was evident he had 
broken his engagements, and was about to diveſt him of his government altogether that he would 
not conſent to it. | | | ; 8 | 


The Nuvvaub ſent the following meſſage to Mr. Briſtow, by the people who came from him to 
confer with his Highneſs on this ſubject: “ That Mr. Briſtow had $. 2999" with him upon other 
© arrangements, 5 that he had now introduced others very different; that to ſuch arrangements he 
* would not conſent.” From the time when Mr. Briſtow declared to the Nuvvaub that I ſhould 
not have any 


concern in affairs, but that he, the Vizier, ſhould ſettle and manage them at his own 
Pleaſure and diſcretion, I had withdrawn myſelf altogether. Os 


When 
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eil, that all the diſburſements ſhould be controlled and directed . and therefore he would: 
. take the whole of the Treaſury department into his own hands. | 


„ that you had left the whole to his management; that you afterwards broke through that en-' 


he ſhould uſe his own pleaſure in the conduct of affaits; that I would carry the meſſage agreeably 


Mr. Briſtow had deviated from his agreement with him, and that he would not conſent; that he 
after, and I retired. * : | 

to told the Nuvvaub before me, that by the orders of the Gentlemen of the Council, he was di- 
and the payment of the troops of the Surco. The Nuvvaub replied, That Mr. Briſtow had told 


ſure; that now Mr. Briſtow had given the money for the payment of the Toorkſuvvaurs in _ I 


bliſhment, _expences, and ſervants, ſhould be at his diſpoſal had agreed to the Comptrollerſhip of 


be ſubject to his authority: © Hence,” added the Nuvvaub, © it is evident to me, that you are about 


[ 92 } 


. When the: Nuvvaub ſent the preceding anſwer, Mr. Briſtow addrefſed himfelf to me faid, © Thi! | 
& Nuvvaub had broke his promiſe ; that he, Mr. Briſtow, had propoſed Seetul Raum to fill the office * - 
« of Treaſurer, and that the Vizier had mentioned the Rajah Tippur Chund for the head of the 


« public Treaſury, and that he now inſiſted he ſhould only have the payment of the troops; that 
« he, Mr. Briſtow, would not conſent to this; that it was the orders of the Gentlemen of the Coun. 


replied, That as he had him- 
ſelf declared to the Nuvyaub that I ſhould have no concern or authority therein, I had declined al 
interference ; that I had written and delivered to him the ſhoccahs reſpecting the Toorkſuvvaurs, 

in obedience to his orders; and that the Nuvvaub alſo was diſpleaſed with me on this account, that 
I-was unacquainted with what had paſſed between him and the Vizier.' I added, « The Vizier fays, 


gagement, and cauſed ſhoccahs to be written, including the Tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs in 
« the Tunkhaw of the Company, and that you have given the monies received in charge to Mr. 
« Cooper, who has appointed a Treaſurer of his own.” And you declare, that the Nuvvaub has 
retracted his promiſe. Mr. Briſtow in reply told me, that I muſt inform the Nuvvaub that he 
would act as he had declared; that he had the poſitive orders of the Gentlemen of the Council in 
this reſpect; that the Treaſury and diſburſements ſhould be under his management. I anſwered, 
That ſuch were the meſſages he ſent to the Nuvvaub by me, while he, on the contrary, told him 


to his orders, and deſired to know his pleaſure, in caſe the Nuvvaub ſhould not be pleaſed to conſent,” } 
Mr. Briſtow replied, & That at all events he would do as he had declared, let the Nuvvaub be 
ce pleaſed. or diſpleaſed; and demanded, © whether I would or would not pay obedience to the or- 
06 8 of the Governor General, and the Gentlemen of the Council? I anſwered, that while T had 
life, I would comply with all ſuch directions as he ſhould give to me, agreeably to the orders of 
the Governor General and Council; that I was obedient to his authority; that I had hitherto ful- 
filled all his commands, and that I was ftill ready to obey them 3 


Agreeably to Mr. Briſtow's orders J delivered his meſſage to the Vizier, who ſaid, in reply, that 


would go and anſwer Mr. Briſtow in perſon: While we were engaged in this converſation, infor- 
mation arrived that Mr. Briſtow was Gong to the e 0 85 and-Mr. Coope p r cane Mae 
The Nuvvaub and Mr. Briſtow converſed for ſome time, and then the Vizier ordered me.to be 
called in. What had. paſſed previous to this, I am unacquainted with, but on my return Mr, Briſ- 


rected to take into his own hands all the diſburſements for the Nuvvaub's houſehold eſtabliſhments, 


him, that neither he nor I ſhould have any concern in theſe affairs, but that he, his Highneſs, ſhould 
bimſelf appoint both the Treaſurer and Comptroller, and order his own diſburſements at his plea- 


to Mr. Cooper, who had appointed a Treaſurer to act under him, and that he had cauſed ſhoecahs - 
to be written to the Aumils without his knowledge, directing thoſe monies in future to be included 
in the Company's Tunkhaw ; that Mr. Briſtow had agreed that the payment of the houſehold eſta- 


Mirza Mahummud Huffun, and to the Deputy Comptrollerſhip of Tahakoor Daus; that now he 
inſiſted on the name of Mirza Mahummud Huſſun being truck out, and that thoſe offices ſhould 


« to diveſt me of my rights altogether ; if ſuch are the orders of the Gentlemen of the Council, give 
« them to me in writing, and I will a& in obedience to thoſe orders; my ſeal is at hand, I will 
ge ſend it to you, and then you may manage as you may think beſt, I will ſhut up the doors of my 
ée houſe, there I will ſit, and ſeclude myſelf from all ſocieeexg.̃ĩ 
| | woe OR OR oy . oo AI AORES - R ; | <5 4? res: Ye 


Mr. Briſtow replied, That the depoſition of his Highneſs was not intended; that what he faid 
proceeded from a regard to his welfare; that it would be better for his Highneſs to comply with | 
willingneſs ; that he would give to him in writing the orders he had received from the Gentlemen 
of the Council; that if his Highneſs would not comply willingly, it was well; he might ſend his 

ſeal to him, and he would carry thoſe orders into execution. © cn 


N 


I repreſented to the Nuvvaub, in the preſence of Mr. Briſtow, that ſuch diſputes between them 
were improper; that it would be better to act with harmony, and in conjunction with each other. 
The Nuvvaub turned to me in rage, and replied, „He made agreements with me, and is ating | 
ein oppoſition to thoſe agreements; nay, he even now ſays that he will act thus. Vou ſeize me b 
« the throat, and will not ſuffer me to ſpeak.” In a word, at the concluſion of this converſation, 


Mr. Briſtow got up in diſpleaſure, and returned home, 
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1 waited upon him He told me, | that-at all events. he muſt carry this. * into execu- 
i that his Hi ghneſs pad Wan Fea _ the Thoccahs 3 ; that he dure would write 12 * 


=" 
to. me AVE 


« this — 1 * execution, and, 1 vill u now execute I af ” . 1 „ ee 


— 1 n * ae | was dae to kis directions; ang . toak baue ow 
returne Go. 


As M. Kare Shodan Þ vikes avi yeocpitt, be yoog PTE on the evening of 


the ſame day: e e e We wrote in reply, accompany tþ 


Ja the morning + waited upon Mr. Briſtow. again e fe 
obtain the Nuvvayb's ns: "that delay in 9 execution, of the meaſure be had propoſed” re- 


ffected diſgrace upon him.— obſerved, that he refuſed to comply with the Nuvvaubꝰ s propofals,— 


He replied, the object was to do the buſineſs effectually; that the name of Mirza Mahummud 
Huſſun ſhould Rand 35.2 ſtricken out—that Tahakoor Daus ſhould be the Comptroller to. the houſehold 


dtabliſhments; that waurgau Daus ſhould be the Treaſurer ; and that Rajah Tipper (ung Wg 
be Treaſurer, as heretoſore, for the * of the troops. 


I vent ind communicated the to the Mem, his Aigen replied; that be Woll be 


ed by theſe new appointments of Treaſurer and Comprrollen, but he without remedy 
— Me. Briftow's pleaſure on certain conditions, viz. W forbid nm 


from writing his ſituation to the Governor, that he, Mr. Briſtow himſelf, ſhould 3 in his be- 
balf, and repreſens the ſtate of the caſe to the Governor General, i. e. that his Fighnefs b his 
importunity, 1 been forced to comply, but that the meaſure was not agreeable to him; and that 
be ſhould entreat the Governor's permyſfion. to abolifh the new appointments. of Comptroller and 
Treaſurer z that Mr. Briftow ſhould fend the money for the payment of the Toorkfhvaurs to him, 


tie Nuvraub, and that be, 4s formerly, would fend to Tipper Chung to be. i iſſued. 


1 retumed to Mr. Brifbow, and communirates the Nuvvaub's anſwer; Me. Briffow confer 
that after the appointments had taken place he would, write ta the Governor, and recommend th 
the Nurvaub's eee greeably to eee 
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(eve e 88 | ts > you 8 1 will make the repreſentation was 
Nabob Vigier, will commrgnica te to you in A Kue „ reply; the let- 


ter to the Aumils 1 will write and deliver to you, our orders. Vou are pleaſed ts fa 
that from your teffanice og me have reflingd — thal of art intire authority and 


on the worſt confequences RE ee <4 


eputy of the Nuyvaub Vizier, poſſe unlimited authorit t repreſent and la before þ 
meaſures of E, and 8 obtain his aſſent to 1 wh * 5 wheneyer the = 


of the Nu Viale is withdrawn from me, and waar meaſures no carried 


| into execution, the bufinefs i is at an end. Although to reply to theſe particulars o 


Pear, 
2 deviate from the reſpect due from the obedient ; 232 dee cauſe and without fault, 


hour of grimination arrives, to regreſent the EN 
power and authority in the Surcar of the Nuvvaub * is the of the Governor eee 
and I have hitherto received the ſupport and affiſtance of the gentlemen | in power here. Re- 


: 5 a BL y of the at this court, and contemning their animoſity, I have continued 
8 o my duty 3 8 have . wad log. of the 
re General b Ja an encreaſe upport 
3 W not How | 
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any 
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| were under the direction of the Nuyvaub Vizier's own people, and that he never would voluntarily 


improvement of his affairs; but ot 
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have directed me to forward this buſineſs, and added declarations reſpecting ſupport and afliftance 


never object; and I am every way ready to o 


minution proceeds from oppoſite cauſes. - Thus I have ever 


| General, and the Gentlemen of the Council, and yours, at the hazard of my life, and without evi. | 


ever I ſpoke to the Nuvvaub Vizier on the ſubjeR, he always replied, « Mr. Briſtow has ſaid tothe 


J wiſhed, the day before yeſterday, to lay this repreſentation. of the. fate of things before 
but was deterred by my apprehenſions of your aptneſs to anger. - As I entertain the ef eſt hopes f 


From Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAN; written on the 16th of Rubba uf A, 


« ment of the Treaſurer.“ 
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any deficiency of favour on your part, that my repfeſentitions, by the efforts of enemies, have ben 
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of the Nuvvaub Vizier, I then informed you, that I never had had any concern in the manape- 
ment of thoſe eſtabliſhments ; that this circumſtarice was known to the whole world; that they 
conſent to the meaſure.—You told me, in'reply, that the Governor General's orders were to be obey- 
ed; and fo T mult inform the Ns 8 
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I, on my part, told the Nuvvaub Vizier, in the moſt pointed terms, that there was a necefity 
for his compliance with whatever . you ſhould make by the Governor's, orders, for the 
her people, at the ſame time, carried meſſages from you to 


” 


the Navvaub, importing, that whatever his pleaſure might be, you would act apreeably thereto — | 
nay, you even went ſo far as to recommend, in perſon, to the Nuvvaub, that T ſhould not be em- 
ployed in theſe affairs, but that he ſhould conduct the buſineſs as he thought proper himſelf. "Other 
expreſſions dropt from you, with reſpect to me, which I know not how to repeat, for ſuch I never 
could have expected from you. This being the caſe, in juſtice conſider, that having expreſſed your 
ſelf as you did expreſs. yourſelf, what authority, or influence, or reſpectability, can remain with 
nr The conduct of thus buſineſs did not depend upon me, and therefore tlie delay cannot have 
ariſen from neglect on my part. Several people have been employed in conferences on this ſubjeRt 
with the Nuvyaub, Vizier, by. your orders. Now that, from motives of kindneſs and fayour, you | 


Jam, as I have always declared, ready to obey ; to whatever you ſhall pleaſe to eommand, 1 f 
obje | boy your. orders in the execution of affairs, independent 

of the inclinations of the Nuvvaub Vizier, if you will affure me of ſupport and protection, in caſ of 

his diſpleaſure. I have never yet objected, nor will I now object. Devoted and powerleſs as Fain, 

the increaſe of my reſpectability and influence depends upon your favour towards me, and their di- 

ated, and this I have repeatedly declared; 

and I now repeat, that in the affairs of both Surcars, I am ready to obey the orders of the Governor 


ſion or excuſe. ' The delay, which has hitherto come to paſs in this buſineſs has not in any manner 
proceeded from neglect on my part: The negociation of this affair did not depend upon me; when- 


: 


< that you muſt have 7 to do in thoſe affairs, why then do you talk to me on the ſubject? 
< leave it to me and Mr. Briſtow.” This particular I have heretofore fully and repeatedly mention- 
ed to you. Now that, from motives of kindneſs, you have fayoured me with your commands, I am 


on 


ready to obey them: I will act agreeably to your diręctions. If you had favoured me with them 
formerly, they would have been inſtantly executed ; no delays my 1d have intervened. , . 


e 
Fd * F he 


* 13 
by —_—_ 
— 1 
* * 
1 
HY 
* i” 
3 


"4 N 
£73] 


your favour, I have at length ventured on this communication of my ſituation. 


3 e 
Wel nnen ee een 
| have received the meſſage by Raja Tickait Raie, © that his Highneſs has poſtponed the appoint- 
My friend, if it can be ſettled to-day, well ; if not, 8 the maine 

of 3s | i +4 1 me Q 


ment and diſorder in every department muſt be imputed to the non-exiſtence of it, I ſhall to- mor- 
row appoint a perſon to that office. With reſpe& to his Highneſs's propoſal to me, to write to the 
Governor to ſuſpend this meaſure, I will. write, agreeably to his Highneſs's commands, word: for 
word, to the Governor General. Correſponding to the commands of the Governor, and from incli- 
nation and attachment to his Highneſs, I am ſolicitous to promote the arrangement and-improvement 


of his Highneſs's affairs. Thus much I have written for your information. oo 


p. 8. On the 11th of the month I wrote to Mi fully and patticularly concerning every thing ; 
from the contents of that letter it will doubtleſs be apparent to you, that his 18 objections 

reſpecting affairs are, in the opinion of the Governor General, your objections. Reflect on the im- 
portance of this circumſtance. _ Profeſſions o 8 and ſubmiſſion, and obedience, unattended by the 

oper execution of buſineſs, are of no avail. - Your duty and attachment to his Highneſs and the 
Governor General will now be proved by the due execution of thoſe orders, which have been repeat- 
_ edly communicated e rr 


Concludes as uſual. 


From HYDER BEG KHAWN to Mr. BRISTOW ;. written on the 16th of Rubba ul Awul, 
e e e , . 6 1 Ie 1 

CCeopy: Received at Calcutta, July 30, 1783. 

I have received your favour, acknowledging the receipt of a meſſage by Raja Tickait Raie, inform- 
ing you, that his Highneſs had poſtponed the appointment of a Treaſurer. a a 


In theſe conferences, whatever has been ſaid by his Highneſs, I have communicated to you; and 
all that you have been / pleaſed to ſay, I have repreſented to his Highneſs. His Highneſs has repeated 
thoſe particulars to-day. I communicated the whole to you fully by Raja Tickait Raie; it is as 
follows :—That as you have declared that your determination, reſpecting the Treaſurer and Comp- 
troller, is founded on a view to the arrangement and regulation of the affairs of his Highneſs's 
Surcar, and, in compliance with the orders of the Governor General, aſking, „ Why his Highneſs 
« ſuffers ſuſpicions to enter his mind, from. the ſuggeſtions of other people?” I repreſented the 
matter to his Highneſs from you, and in obedience to the orders of the Governor General, in the 
moſt perſuaſive and encouraging terms. His Highneſs replied, That although he ſhould be diſ- 
graced by the appointment of a Treaſurer, ſince, in conſequence thereof, he ſhould have no autho-— 
ity alſo over his houſehold, domeſtics, and Dowaub; yet, without remedy, he would , conſent, on 
this condition, that after the appointments had taken gl you ſhould write to the Governor Ge- 
neral, by way of recommendation, and requeſt his permiſſion to withdraw the meaſure ;” and re- 
ſpecting the Tunkhaw, of the Torkſuvvaurs, which, by the contents of the Shoccahs which you 
have cauſed to be written to the Aumils, is included in the Tankhaw of the Company, and the ſuper- 
intendence of which has been given to Mr. Cooper, and a ſeparate Treaſurer appointed for the ſame, 
that you will withdraw the | meaſure, and return the Shoccahs ; and that Shoccahs reſpecting the 
Tunchaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs may be written, directing the monies to be tranſmitted to his 
Highneſs ;: that his Highneſs will ſend it to Rajah Tippur, Chund, according to former practice, to be 
iſſued to the Poorkſuvvaurs. In reply to which, you faid, That the object was to effect the buſi- 
neſs :—it was no matter, you conſented to it. Agreeably to your declarations, I repreſented to his 
Highneſs, that you had conſented. to write to the Governor General, in the ſtyle of recommenda- 
tion, as ſoon as the appointments of the Treaſurer and Comptroller had taken place, to withdraw 
that meaſure ;. and alſo to the exchange of the ſhoccahs, which had been formerly written, reſpe&ing 
the Tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs, for others. Accordingly, on the next day but one, I laid 
before you drafts of ſhoccahs, i directing the monies fr om the J auidaud for the Dowaub, and 
houſehold of the Surcar, to be remitted to the charge of the Treaſurer and Comptroller, and or- 
dering the Tunkhaw monies for the Toorkſuvvaurs to be ſent to his Highneſs.Vou approved of 
the drafts of the ſhoccahs, concerning the Jauidad of Dowaub and domeſtics; and reſpecting the 
Tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs, you ſaid, That thoſe which were formerly written might remain; 
that to change them was unneceſſary; that the money would be received of Mr. Cooper; and that, 
at the time for iſſuing the Tunkhaw to the Toorkſuvvaurs, you would ſend the money to his 
Highneſs, who would deliver it to the Rajah Tippur Chund; and that, if agreeable to his Highneſs, 

he might write a ſhoccah to you, defiring you to ſend the Tunkhaw money for the Toorkſuvvaurs to 
him, to be iſſued, which would be altogether ſufficient. _T, who am under your orders, and have 
been at all times ready to obey. them, of whatever nature they were, cauſed the ſhoceahs to the 

Aumils of the Jauidaud Mahauls, for the houſehold and Dowaub of the Surcar, to be written; and 
I this day preſented them to his Highneſs for his ſeal. His Highneſs obſerved, That ſhoccahs had 
been formerly written reſpecting the Tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs ; and defired that that they might 
be returnet, * nd our dds be" written. {at firſt requnfidd bes” Bivlmdfe to/'het his Gal be 
alxed to thoſe ſhoccahs, that T might deliver them to you, and that on the morrow 1 would go 
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to ſend the money to him at the period for iſſuing it to the Toorkfuyvanrs, and that you woul? 
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hay of the Toorkfwrvaurs. formerly written were returned, and. others.correſyonding to the preſent 
r affixed to them alf, at one and the fame time, 
daliver them. I then repreſented that it was unneceſſary to change the ſhoccahy concerning the 
unkhaw of the ak ok ; that it wauld be ſufficient to write à fhoccah to you, defiring you 


ſend it accordingly. His Highneſs replied to me in paſſion, and faid, © You firſt cauſed wer e 
ie to be written, including the Tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs in that of the Company; and defiver- 
* d chem without my knowledge; and now, that it has been agreed to return thoſe ſhaccahs, yo 
« ; in counteract it I will got conſent. Let that which has been agreed to, he perfotme tmed.? *. | 
added, * Tt ap e evident from this, that when the appointment. of the Traser Half 
* eee he yl afo-decli line to write, as he has e_ to the Governor General,” | 
replied, That you had. hr 9 promiſed to write ta the Governor General as ſwon 28 the ap- 
and undoubtedly would write. Mis Highneb , That the buback, 
was every way replete with diſgrace to him, and calculated to ante no- 
thing would be performed; that he had deſired the ſhoccahs concerning the hugh ror he TR. 
favvaurs to be changed ; it had not been complied with ; what elſe dos could be Cope ? I repeated 
my repreſentations, but as his Highneſs would not liſten to them, I ſent you a verbal account of all 
that had paſſed by the Raja Tickait Raie: Such is the. ſtate of the b b ant toc the manner 
in which the appointment has been poſtponed for this day. I ſhall now, agr ee your eom 
mands, attend his 3 in the morning, again repreſent the matter to him, lay your letter 
to me. * him; and I will aſterwards wait upon you, and communicate his pleaſure, whatever it 
may be.—You are p ſeaſed to ſay, in the ſeparate poſtſcript to your letter, that on the 11th of the 
month you wxote to me fully and particularly Oy res thing ; that from the contents of that 
letter it muſt doubtleſs be apparent to me that his Fi s obf s reſpecting affairy are eon- 
ſidered by the Governor General as my objections, 7 defiring me to refte& on the importante o 
this circumſtance; that profeſſions of duty, and obedience, par ſubmiſſion, unattended by the pro- 
„% of ire wire of ho anal avail ; and that m re 
and the Governor General would be then proved, by che due 3 of thoſe orders which had 
hay bag omg dee but nat obeye n On te that the letter alluded to, 
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written, without che " knowled e of his Highnek, "ui IN an weren e EAT ws of pride or 
dience to your commands 3 and on this account Nh Highnefs 
ta know how I reſumed to cauſe ſhoccahs to he 8 . delive * Ar d rowing) 
I informed you of the Nuvvaub's diſpleaſure, and you told me to be under no apprehenfions ; that 
what I had done, I had done by your orders. In your letter of the rrth : Grected me to write | 
certain letters; I wrote them on the fame day, and kept them in and they are now | 
ready to be produced: In my letter to you on this fubſect, I reprefented that fecurity was necef- 
fary, that I muſt be aſſured of ſupport and protection with reſpect ta ſuch matters as 1 ſhould exe- 
Cute, agreeably to your pleaſure, without the aſſent of his Highneſs, Nef ſuch. prooſ 
and demonſtrations, the written evidences of which ſtill exiſt, you * s of my 
obedience, unattended by the execution of buſineſs, is of no avatt. erto 1 Ne not been 
cient in obedience to bee As you have repeatedly declared that you will not 


* * 


execution 10 this 2 and ot it does not CT his Hig 1. 4 Lee 2 ro- 


. refludion to Being Fran ad oe che. 
is your pleaſure, r f 


„ . r 


From Mr. BRISTOW. to HYDER REG CAWN written 1 20th of Rubbee at Ai, 
X H. 1197, or 236 Fehnuary 15 


_ TOP 
I made repreſentatians and propoſals to n t of his beten th 
the revenue e Rr 
* at che 9 in n Caſh ; that a Treaſurer and Comptroffer * be 8 . a 


19 1 


burſements might be made from the Treaſury, and under the inſpection of the Comptroller, agree- 
ably to the orders of his Highneſs; by which means every department would be dul paid. His 
Highneſs has fixed upon or appointed Duvwaurgadaus for the Treaſurer, and Tahakoor 5 for the 
Comptroller for the diſburſements of the houſehold, and Raja Tippur Chund to iſſue the Tunkhaw 
to the Toorkſuvvaurs I alſo, as a well-wiſher, approve of the arrangement, ONES 


2 


His Highneſs deſires that the monies = be kept in the Punjemahelleh, under the charge of the 
Mootaſuddies of the Surcar, and that I will return the ſhoccahs which were formerly iſſued con- 
cerning the Tunkhaw' of the Toorkſuvvaurs: Agreeably to his Highneſs's commands I conſent to 
both; that the monies ſhall be kept ſeparately in the Punjemahelleh, under the charge of the people 
of the Surcar, that the diſburſements for the Dowaub, &c. be made by the orders of his Highneſs, 
counterſigned by the Naib, by Duwaurgodaus, the Treaſurer, under 2 inſpection of Mirza Ma 
hummud Huſſun, Comptroller, and under the direction or authority of Tahakoordaus, Paiſhcar ; 
and that the monies for the Toorkſuvvaurs be iſſued from the office of Raja Tippur Chund ; and 
the Tunkhaw ſhoccahs reſpecting the Toorkſavvaurs, formerly iſſued, ſhall be returned. | 


_ Concludes as uſual. 
P. S. I ſend back his Highneſs's ſhoccahs addreſſed to me, and to Sheihk Golaum Surroor, 


tet Mad 


MEMORANDUM, written by HYDER BEG KHAWN. 


Mr. Briſtow kept the ns ſhoccah, from the Nuvvaub Vizier to him, for four or five 
days, and then ſent it to me, with the accompanying lette. | eſp oh 


From the NUVVAUB VIZIER to Mr. BRISTOW. 

| Uſual introduction. 3 1 „„ e Bibs 
You defired that a Treaſurer and Comptroller might be appointed over the diſburſements of 
the Dowaub, domeſtics, &c. of my houſehold. I objected, becauſe it would reflect diſgrace upon me 
in the eyes of the whole world, ſince it would be apparent, that I had no longer any authority over 


of no advantage whatever to the Engliſh Government. You inſiſt upon theſe appointments being 


come which his ſituation afforded him, to manage the expences of his own domeſtics and Dowab 
at his diſcretion ; yet ſuch are the events which my fate has brought forward, that a new Treaſurer 
and Comptroller are about to be appointed over my houſehold, domeſtics, and Dowab. The 
infant at the breaſt, that has aught in its hand, will weep if it is forced from him; I alſo under- 


make the appointments. Yet, at leaſt, let thus much of appearances be preſerved, that the mo- 
nies from the Jauidaud Mahauls, for the Dowab, domeſtics, and houſehold diſburſements, and 
for the Tunkaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs, may be tranſmitted: to the place where I reſide, and be 
ſeparately delivered into the charge of my people. The monies on account of the Dowab and 
houſehold expences ſhall be iſſued by Davargadus, the Treaſurer, and Mahummud Huſflun, 
Comptroller, and Tahakoordas, the Comptroller's Paiſhcar, under my directions and a ; 
and the Tunkhau of the Toorkſuvvaurs, correſponding to the regulations and practices of this 
Surcar, ſhall be iſſued to them as formerly by the Raja Tippur Chund ; and that you will return 
the ſhoccahs, which you cauſed to be written without. my knowledge, concerning the Tunkhaw of 
the Toorkſavvaurs, directing thoſe monies to be included in and. remitted with the Tunkhaw of the 
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True copies. : 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


e 


my own houſehold, my Dowab, and my domeſtics ; at the ſame time that it would be productive 


made, From the higheſt to the loweſt it has ſtill been cuſtomary for every one, whatever the in- 


ſtand what is and what is not for my advantage; and I now with humility tell you, that if for 
my ſatisfaction, and out of friendſhip for me, you will deſiſt from this meaſure, you will confer © 
a favour upon me; but in caſe it is your pleaſure. that it ſhall be fo, I am without reſource— 


Company; and that you will hereafter, as my friend, write to the Governor General, and requeſt 
* to aboliſh the appointment of the new Treaſurer and Comptroller, which are about to be 


Vo. III. 5 5 „„ From 


. 
— ——̃——— . ö 8 


your information. 


[98 ] „ 


From Mr. BRISOW to HYDER BEG KHAWN written on the 14th of the Month of Junk. * 
5 maud ul Owul, A. H. 1199, or the 17th of April, 1783939. 


- © Uſual introduction. | . | | Ye boo Ab tn I 
I formerly wrote to you that I was diſtreſſed by a number of plaintiffs, or complainants, ten 

or twenty people preſenting erzees daily, and a" loud complaints; the caſe is the ſame; now, 
and therefore it is become highly neceſſary to eſtabliſh an Adawlut to examine into and ſettle ſuch 
matters; in conſequence of which I have delivered over the complainants to Mr. Cooper. Meer 


py 
4 
. 


Mahummud Hoſſain Attan Khawn will remain between that gentleman and you; and you will be 
pleaſed to put the buſineſs of the complainants in a train of proceedure agreeably to Mr, Cooper 
directions. JVVVVVVVVVVVVVT not K ee e ee 


From Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAWN; written the 12th of the Month of Jum- 
SR maud ul Awul 1197, or 19th of April, 1783. „„ 


Copy, encloſed in Hyder Beg Khawn's Lettor to the Honoura rable the Governor-General. | ; 
4 | Received the 1ſt of May, 1783. 


Some days have elapſed ſince Mahummud Hooſin Attun Khawn waited upon you from Mr, 
Cooper. He brought back from 1 a meffage—< That after * had repreſented the buſineſs 
ce to his Highnefs, the order ſhould be carried into execution.“ I ſent a verbal anſwer to you ul 
« That in ſuch matters your ſeal, affixed ta the petitions, or your perwanehs or letters, directed 
c to the Aumils, would be ſufficient ;*” ſince then J have received no reply from you. As it does 
not certainly appear that his Highneſs's return will be ſpeedy, as the crowd 74 complainants is 
great, and as thoſe and other affairs are at a ſtand, I therefore trouble you to write perwanehs 
or letters, under your own feal, to the Aumils againſt whom. the petitioners have exhibited com- 
plaints, that there may be no delay in the execution of neceſſary buſineſs ; in caſe there ſhould be 
any objections on this ground, inform me of them plainly ; in every buſineſs your friendſhip is my 
firſt object. It 1 to me, that you are poſſeſſed of diſcretional eee in ſuch affairs; 
notwithſtanding which you keep them in ſuſpence until his Highneſs's return. I regard, from my 
heart and ſoul, the preſervation of the reſpect due to his Highneſs; and there are many things 
which it is certainly improper to do without his approbation; but to write orders to the Aumils to 
inveſtigate matters of equity, and cruelty, and oppreſſion, which are purely calculated fax the 
happineſs and proſperity of mankind, and is a bufineſs which will occur daily, in ſuch affan 
there will be no end to the applications for permiſſion to his Highneſs. It is moreover the wilh 
of my heart, that, agreeably to the orders and commands of the Nuvvaub Immaud u Dowlah, 
the Governor General, that acting in concert with you, in the execution af meaſures, affairs m 
be happily conducted and arranged. For theſe ten days paſt I have been ſomewhat indifjobd 1 
and am therefore going to Putteree Ghaũt, for the benefit of the air. God willing, I ſhall retum 
at the end of three days, when we ſhall have the pleaſure of meeting. This I have written for 


From HYDER BEG KHAWN to Mr. BRISTOW Witten on the 14th of Jumpin 


| _Copyy encloſed in Hyder Beg Khawn's. Letter to the Honourable the Governor General” 

: | Reed Map of rf. 

I have been favoured with your letter on the affair of the complainants. Your directions corte- 

ſpond with Mr. 9 requiſitions, reſpecting his Duftkhuts. On all occafions, obedience 
c 


and attention to your p 5 


aſure are the objects of my regard. When Hooſein Attan haun brought 
me a meſſage from Mr. Cooper, that I ſhould cauſe his Highneſs's ſeal to be affixed to thoſe pett> 
tions ſuperſcribed with his, Mr. Cooper's, Duſtkhut, I then told you, that if you directed me lo to 
do, I would apply to the Vizier for his ſeal to be affixed to thoſe petitions, ſuperſcribed by Mr. 
Cooper. You replied, That until you had ſettled the plan of the Adaulut buſineſs, it would be un- 
neceſſary to repreſent it to his Highneſs. After his Highneſs had ſet out on his hunting excurſion, } 
Hooſein Attan Khaun-brought me a meſſage to affix my own ſeal to them. I then faid, That after 
repreſenting the caſe to you, I would give an anſwer. I informed you, that Mouluvvie Mu- 
been was the Daurrogeh of the Adaulut, and that all ſuits were determined by him, agreeably to 
the Sharra ; and that the Diary of ſuch as had been determined for ſome time paſt had been tranſmitte 
to me ; that others were depending. That from the time that the Mouluvvie had been appoints 


C 


adopted. 


Sr rr © © oo el 
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to the conduct of the buſineſs of the Adaulut, he had decided on all ſubjects of litigation ; and 
that what he awarded, as agreeably to the Sharra, had been carried into execution; and with reſpect 
to the complaints of the people againſt the Aumils, the greateſt part of them are on the part of 
battalion ſepoys, reſpecting aſfiſtance in the collection of Mahſool from the lands, &c. For- 
merly, of thoſe who came, ſome received ſhoccahs from the Preſence; to others, letters were 
oranted. On every occaſion, and every where, that which appeared equitable was done; the ſame 
A is {till ſubſiſting. I will now be more particular in my injunctions than before. I am no way 
Jeficient in obedience and ſubmiſſion to you; but this is a delicate and important bufinefs which has 
been brought forward, inaſmuch as Mr. Cooper, in the ſtyle of a ſuperior Lord, ſuperſcribes the pe- 
titions of the complainants with his Duſtkhut ; addreſſed, thoſe which concern the 


umils, to them; 
and thoſe which relate to matters in the city, to the Vizier. If I have your directions, I will apply 
to his Highneſs reſpecting this manner and mode, under his Duſtkhut, that the ſame may be 


. 


Your intentions in going to Putteeree Ghaut, on account of indiſpoſition, will I hope be ful- 
filed. I pray God to reſtore your health. If any thing important ſhould occur for communica- 
tion, I will attend you there, or wait upon you, and repreſent every thing on your return to 

Lucknow. : 15 | | 8 
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COPY of an Erzee to Mr. BRISTOW. ©, 4, 


Sets forth, That the two ſons-in-law to Haujee Aubau Mahummnid have been confined in prifon 


| Guring the whole of the laſt year; from the time of Fakeer Chund's appointment he has treated 
them with the utmoſt feverity, even to the prohibiting their food from being brought to them. We 
had rented the Purgunnah of Aali Gunge for three years; four months of the Fufful of Hurreef 


remained when we were turned out ; all that was received to that period was paid; and if we had 
continued through the Hurreef Fuſſul, the remainder would: have been paid. We are in no ſhape 


you will ſet them at liberty, &c. 


Signed the Erzee of the Family of Hauje Auhau Makumand, 


Copy 


guilty ; we hope from your favour and goodneſs, that, in your kindneſs to the poor and the helpleſs, . 
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company his Highneſs's Shoccahs, or your letters to the Aumils, whi 


ERZEE to the NUVVAUB, the Diſpenſer of Juſtice, &c. 


Sets forth, That Jauni Beg unjuſtly, and by force of violence, had ſeized upon the dwelling 
of certain widows ; you are the protector of the poor; whatever may be your determination in 
behalf of the widows, be pleaſed to declare it We have no other refuge but you, &c. He former. 
ly pulled down four or five houſes ; and he has now prohibited water from being carried to four or 

ve others, &c. | | | fo 


” 
©. 
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From Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAWN :—Written on the 26th Jummud ul 


Awul 1197. 


C : Received May 1 th, 178 : 
Uſual introduction. wed 7 oh. 783: | 


It appears that the building which has been affigned for the Cutcheree of the Foujdaree Adalut, is 
not at all adapted to that purpoſe ; 'that it is filled with the baggage and property of the Surcar, and 
ſituated in the centre of the Nuvvaub's palace. Tt is therefore abſolutely neceſſary that you fix upon 
and allot a commodious building in the city of Lucknow, for the Foujdaree Adalut, as the affigning 
ſuch a place as the preſent is a matter of joke. Some time fince, ſeveral petitions, agreeably to the 


_ encloſed liſt, were ſent by Mahommed Hooſin Attan Khawn, through Mr. Cooper to you: Vou 


will be pleaſed to return them by the bearer of this letter, that I = take copies of _ to ac- 
ever may be proper re pecting n 


the inveſtigation of the ſaid matters, 


| Concludes as uſual. | 


REPLY to Mr. BRISTOW's Letter of the 26th of Jummaud ul Awul 1197, by HYDER 
| BEG CAWN. 1 


Copy: Received May 1 3th, 1783. 


I have received your favour. His Highneſs aſſigned the place for the Cutcheree of the Adalut 
adjoining to his own palace ; it is the place where the Dewann Cutcharee and others, 'the whole of 
them, were formerly held. - Such is its extent, that all the Cutcharees of the Surcar for many years 

have been held in the places adjoining to the palace. Thus the Dewaun Cutcheree was held in the 
Barra Durree, together with the other Cutcharees belonging to it; and this place his Highneſs has 
aſſigned for the Adalut Cutcharee, becauſe the paſſage for . ingreſs and regreſs of complainants 
is out of the wa; to the palace, ſo that no one can offer moleſtation to the people in their _ 


i! 


t and going in. Agreeably to your orders, I will repreſent to his Highneſs reſpeQing another 
| N The erzees of the petitioners, ſuperſcribed with the duſtkhut of Mr. Cooper, which 
came to me, I have ſent agreeably to your orders. wo 1 


| COPY of a Paper delivered by Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAUN. 
4 ga e ee ad en | Received at Calcutta, r3th May, 1783. 


1ſt, To obtain payment of the ney 


Surcar. 


2d. The office of Dewan has for many years belonged to the Rajah 'Soorut Sing, but the ſaid 
Rajah has no power in the ſuperintendence of the papers of his office; thus papers which I had 
occaſion for were obtained with difficulty and delays; and moreover, the buſineſs of the office is 
executed by men who are in no manner acquainted or connected with the Surariſhteh of the Dufter. 
It is neceſſary that orders be iſſued to every Aumil and Surariſhtehdar, that they tranſmit, without 
evaſion or delay, every paper required from them by the ſaid Rajah, and that the accounts of 
every mahaul, and every place, and every Surariſhteh be entered in the Dewannee Cutcharee, for 
which a proper place ſhould be affigned, under the controul or inſpection of the ſaid Rajah ; and if 
at any time, after papers or accounts have been ſo entered in the Dewannee office, any ſuch papers 
ſhall be altered or changed, that every Moota Suddie, who ſhall be guilty of ſuch changing of pa- 
pers or accounts, be | ſeverely puniſhed : And that all the buſineſs of the accounts and the * 
rariſhteh be executed by the people of the Dewannee; and that the Surariſnteh of the office of the 
Dewannee, and the names of the different departments, and of every buſineſs belonging to thoſe 


departments, be ſeparately paid, or delineated and ſent to me. 


Za. A Treaſurer has been appointed for the Surrariſhteh of the ſoldiers and the 2 and for 

the houſhold, domeſtics, Dowaub, [i: e. beaſts of carriage and burden] &c.. if agreeably to the 
plan all the collections had been paid in to him, the monies of the Company's Tunkhaw excepted, 
the whole of the receipts would have been collected together, and the modes of diſburſement 
would have been known. Notwithſtanding: this was required by me, that I might inform myſelf of 
| the teceipts and diſburſements; of the Surcor, and the ſpecific ſum: in ſpecie which would be ne- 
ceſſary to appropriate daily to the latter [Dowargerdaus was preſent on the occaſion] and that it was 
given in Charge to the ſaid Lalah 8 yet, down to the preſent period, neither the 
accounts of the receipts and diſburſements, nor the ſtatement of the ſum in ſpecie, have been re- 
ceived. Moreover, the ſaid Lalah, who agreeably to the plan is abſolute Comptroller, is altoge - 
ther without power in the execution of his office, and in conſequence of his being appointed 
thereto he has loſt the employment which he before held, and the reſpectability which he poſſeſſed 
in the Surcor of his Highneſs ; and from the regulation of the office of treaſury not ning taken 
place, monies are ſecretly diſſipated; and at times when urgent buſineſs is delayed or ſuſpended, im- 
proper expences to the amount of lacks are incurred. —It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary that a 
General Treaſurer, to whom the collections from every Mahaul and every place ſhall be paid in, and 
by whom the ſame ſhall be iſſued to. the other Treaſurers, be appointed. + 9 


4th. The money for the expences of the officers of the houſehold, or domeſtics, &c. is to be 
Rin to every other object, as thereby the diſcredit ariſing from the wretched condition of the 

owaub, which is owing to the non-payment of the monthly falaries or allowances to the of- 
hicers of the houſehold, will be removed; it is therefore poſitively neceſſary that it be ſettled as 
5 underwritten.— That the monies. from the Jauidauds for the expences of the houſehold, the 
ER monthly allowances of the officers of- the houſehold, and the other ſervants of the Surcor of his 
5 Highneſs the Vizier of the empire, as ſhall be forthcoming from or payable by the Aumils, be put 
under the charge of a Tehveldar or receiver, and that the expences for the - houſehold, and the 
monthly ſalaries of the houſehold officers and other ſervants of his Highneſs, be fully and particu- 
larly ſtated and fixed, in twelve monthly ſtatements, month by month, that the ſame may 


EEE 


14lut paid by the ſaid Tehveldar of the Surcar to the ſervants thereof, without impediment or evaſion ; 
gf and that the ſaid Tehveldar be not ſuffered to iſſue a ſingle Daum to = 9 77 whatever, without 

ears the Duſtkhut of the Vizier of the empire, and the couterſign of the Naib in authority; and that 
\ the the Daurogehs of the Surcor, who are appointed to Daurogeh Offices, be not employed in mat- 

; has ters of Government and revenue, | rs Ripa 5 VV 
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repeatedly urged to clamour and lamentation, inſomuch 


diſcipline exiſt in the army. Of troops and Toldiers actually fit for ſervice there are none in the 


the Toorkſuvwvaurs with his own hands, and that he would correct the abuſes and frauds, and dif- 


* fr — 2 * 2 2 — — FRE —— —— — > es — — — — — | gr - — 2 — 
8 ——— K — - _ r ” IEF ER _ 34 — I — — WY — P > 
- — — 2 - 
— _> — — — — — . — . „ 1343 a> * 
- — — Sony - — 


the due execution thereof our reſpective offices will be eonfirmed and ſeeured to you and to me. 


empire, and thoſe of the Nuvvaub, the Governor General Mr. Haſtings, I will act with the ad- 


8H. According to the lift of Jageerdars and Tunkhaudars, conſiderable ſums are requiſite; of 
xecount of the deficiency of Jauidaud few obtain their due: and ſuch are the difficulties and 
diſtreſs to which they are reduced, that his Highneſs's brothers, and the families of the late Nuys 
vaub, and the Nuvvaub Boorhaan ul Moolk, in the Oy of their diſtreſs, have been and are 
| at ſeveral of his Highneſs's brothers 

have become united with and dependent on other Chiefs; it is therefore neceſſary that a ſeparate 
Treaſurer be appointnd for the Jageerdars and Tunkhaudars, and that a Kiſtbundee for the twelve 
months, according to the months of the Fuſſullee year, be ſettled, that their ſtipends may be paid 
to them by the ſaid Treaſurer, without impediment, month by month. „ 


Gth. It has been aſoertained that exceſſive frauds and peculations exiſt in the military department; 
numbers of domeſtic ſervants and writers, under the name of ſoldiers, devour and diffipate ſums to 
a vaſt amount. The army; moreover, is unfit for ſervice ; ſo that if any urgent occaſion ſhould 
atiſe, ten or twelve thbufand horſe and foot could not be collected; yet, ſmall as the military 
forte is, their pay and Tunkhaws are daily inereaſing. Numbers of men inliſted in the mili: 
tary, on the application of the Moota Suddies and domeſtics of the Surcor, are abſolutely incapable 
of ſervice; to entertain uſcleſs people as ſoldiers, at the pleaſure of Moota Suddies and dependents; 
is the worſt of all governmental evils. In the Surariſhteſh of the Ruſſaulehs, various irregularities, 
contrary to practice and order, have been introduced, and on theſe accounts neither order nor 


Suvvaurree, except the officers themſelves. With reſpe& to the Tunkhaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs, 
which I formerly relinquifhed, the Naib in authority engaged to me that he would iſſue the pay ts 


miſs the Baurgurs the Ruſlauleh.—The pay has. contined to be iſſued as formerly, and the frauds 
andabufes of the Baurgurs ftill continue. The Dufter account of the Rajah Tipper Chund, with 
the different employments of the people under the ſaid Rajah individually, he will cauſe to be ſent 


to me. 


7th. I have repeatedly underſtood, from the declarations of the Naib in authority, that Muſter 
Maſters had been fent out every where by the Rajah Tippur Chund ; as yet from no place whatever 
have accounts of abuſes and peculations been received. He muſt give me a-written' liſt of the names 
of every Muſter Maſter, at every ſtation, and the ſaid Rajah muſt furniſh me with information of the 


jedaree Adalut is therefore ne s 


Toth. Let a mode be determined for the deciding: on and ſettling diſputes in matters and fuss 
reſpecting perſonal and landed property, and to do juſtice in matters of extortion on the part of 


x2th. Let not Ruffaulehs be in che hands of Autnils, and let the civil and the military -depatt- 
ments be ſepatated from each other. © 5 VV 5 


| 12th. As'the above articles are according to the plan determined on by the Governor Generil, by 


Copy of a Coul Naumeh offered by Mr. BRIS T OW to HYDER BEG KHAWN. ” 
Copy : Received at Calcutta, May 13th, 1783. 
The Coul Naumch of Mr. John Briſtow. 63 | 7 l b 

In conducting the affaits and concerns of the Surcor of his Highneſs the Nuvvaub Vizier of the | 


vice and in conjunction with Hyder Beg 'Khawn, which in every reſpect will be correſponding to 
the commands of both the faid Nuvvaubs; and in mutual ſecrecy and friendſhip no deviation 
Thall ever come to paſs: And as long as the Nuvvaub Hyder Beg Khawn ſhall exert himlelf agree. 
Ably to Coul a Kurraur, or agreement, in the the cont of affairs, I will execute every buſineſs an 
every tranſaction with his counſel and advice; and after the complete eſtabliſhment of the new 
plan which has been formed, agreeably to the orders of the Governor General, ſolely for the intereſt, 
the advantage, and the proſperity of the affairs of his Highneſs's Surcar, I will G8 ye 


wy: }* 

\"Trties and unanimity of Hyder Beg Khawn to both Nuvvaubs, and will exert myſelf properly; 
ind 0 the utmoſt of my power, to cauſe che office of Neabut to be continue] to the Navralb 
Thoſe few lines have been written as a Coul Naumeh : Written on the twentieth of the month 


EXTRACT from a Paper delivered by Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAWN. 


2d. The office of Dewan has for many years belonged to the Rajah Soorut Sing, but the faid 
Rajah has no power in the ſuperintendence of the papers of the office; thus papers which I had 
occaſion for, were obtained with difficulty and delay, and moreover the buſineſs of the office is 
executed by men who are in no manner concerned or connected with the Surrariſhteh of the Dufter. 
It is . that orders be iſſued to every Aumil and Surrariſhtedar, that they tranſmit without 
evaſion or 8 45 every paper required from them by the Rajah Soorut Sing, and that the accounts of 
every Mahaul, and every place, and every Surrariſhteh, be entered in the Dewannee C | 
for which a proper place ſhould be aſſigned, under the controul or inſpection of the ſaid Najah ; 
and if at any time, after papers or accounts have been fo entered in the Dewanny office, any ſuch 
papers ſhall be altered or changed, that every Moota Suddee, who ſhall be guilty of ſuch changing 
of papers or accounts, be ſeverely puniſhed ; and that all the buſineſs of the accounts, and the 
Surrariſhteh, be taken from or done by the people of the Dewannee ; and that the Surrariſhteh of 
the office of Dewannee, and the names of the different departments, and of every buſineſs belong- 
ing to that department, be ſeparately fixed, or delineated and ſent to me.” 2 


REPLY, by HYDER BEG KHAUN, to an Article in the Paper or Plan delivered by 


Ty Copy: Received at Calcutta, July 36, 1783. 


In the buſineſs of the governmental accounts you one day told me, „That orders had come to 
« you from Calcutta to take the Perſian Dufter accounts into your own hands; that the Dewaun 
« Soorut Sing was grown old, that his intelleCts had failed him, and that his ſon-in-law, Rajah 
« Jugnaut, was young and without experience; that having appointed another Dewaun, you would 
« take poſſeſſion of the Dufter accounts of the Surcar of his Highneſs; and accordingly inquired 
« where the Dufter accounts of the Surcar were kept: I replied,” That they were kept in the 
offices adjoining to his Highneſs's palace, where they had been kept for many years; and that 
thoſe Dufter accounts were under the charge of the Dewaun's Mootaſuddies : That whenever an 
accounts were required, the Dewan's Mootaſuddies ſelected them from the other papers, and too 
copies of them; that Rajah Soorut Sing was the ancient Dewan of the Surcar ; that if he was 
incapable of labour; yet the Mootaſuddies, who were alſo old ſervants of the Surcar, were attentive 
to their duty, and executed the buſineſs of their office, Now you are pleaſed to fay, that the 
Rajah Soorut Sing is the ancient Dewan ; that he has no power over the papers or accounts; that 
ſuch accounts as have been wanted by you have been obtained with difficulty and delay; and that 
people, who have no connection with the management of the DNufter, execute the buſineſs of the 
office; that it is neceſſary that orders be iſſued to the Aumils and Shurrariſhtedars that every 
account required by the Rajah Soorut Sing, together with the accounts of every Mahaul, and every 
diſtrict, and every Shucariſkteh, be entered, under the inſpection of the Rajah Soorut Sing, in the 
Dewan Cutcharry, for which a proper building muſt be ſet apart without delay or evaſion 3 fo that 
every tranſaction, and all accounts, and the Shurrariſhteh thereof, may be conducted and written, 


and managed by the proper officers of the Dewannee. 


The whole of the Dufter papers or accounts, from the earlieſt period down to the preſent time, 
have been, and are kept in the Dufter Kaunah of the Surcar of his Highneſs, under the charge of 
the Dewannee Mootaſuddies; and Rajah Soorut Sing now poſſeſſes his poſt of Dewan, and receives 
his Dewannee Ruſſoom and Duſtoor from all the Aumils; and his Meotaſuddies, in the department 
of accounts, write or keep thoſe accounts; and the Dewannee Cutcherry is, as heretofore, adjoining 
to his Highneſs's palace. HP 5 85 5 


With reſpect to your obſervation, chat people without authority or connection with the Dufter, 
and its Shurrariſhteh, execute the buſineſs thereof: — This remark is levelled at the Neabut Dufter, 
In this Surcar, whoever has been pointed Naib, and has had the power of inſpecting the accounts, 
he has kept a Neabut Dufter: and of the Naibs or Miniſters ſo appointed, ſuch as were illiterate, 
or u Font, or diſſipated, ſtood in need of aſſiſtance. Thus the Rajah Nurwull Raie, in the time 
of the Nurwaub Sufdur Jung, who on all oceaſions himſelf inſpected into. the affairs of his Govern- 

. | | ment : 
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cauſed them to be written and delivered to you; for theſe five months p 


& people who have no concern with this Shurariſhteh execute the affairs thereof.” I have not from 


but have always aided and ſupported them as the ancient ſervants of the Surcar; if, like Mukhtaurul 


2 
— 9 a 995d. ů oor euomOIIS_— _— 


| Treas of te Sura. 


605 A—_ er 
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| NARRATIVE of Converſation between Mr. BRISTOW and HYDER BEG KHAUN 


related to Mr. Cooper ;—that the idea which lately exiſted, that by the appointment of a former 
length known to be erroneous, for that the Governor's miſcondu& was now plainly proved and al- 


e mutual engagements, for by acting in concert with each other, affairs will be effectually con- 


Ee: r 
ment! The Rajah Pertaub Sing was Dewan, and Raja Nuvval Raie, the Miniſter who had aca 


to all accounts, appointed Dewan Lauhie his own Dewayn or Sub- Miniſter, which was approyed by 
the Nuvvaub Sufdur Jung. In the time of the late Nuvvaub Sujah ul Dowlah, Raja Behu Bahadur 
appointed Roy Deen Deaub his Dewan or Miniſter under him; and now his Highneſs the Vizier 
has honoured the Nuvvaub Surferauz ul Dowlah and me, by appointing us to thoſe offices : And 1 
to the beſt of my ability exert myſelf in inſpecting the accounts. The Neabut Duſter is an eſtabliſh. 
ed office in this Surcar; from former times, and agreeably to his Highneſs's pleaſure he has. appointed 
the Raja Tickait Raie to the Shurariſhtehdaree of that office. I am conſtantly employed in inſpe&- 
ing or examining the accounts of the Surtar, and his Highneſs, and the Gentlemen heretofore jn 
office here were wont to depend upon me. The accounts of the Aymils come to me, and corre. 
ſponding to the cuſtoms of this Surcar, the Aumils deliver them in alſo to the Dewannee Mootaſud. 

| TE theſe accounts from the Mootaſuddees of the Dewannee, and the Neabut; arid having 
inſpected and examined them, I lay them before his Highnefs. Hitherto no deficiencies or defects 
in the accounts of the Surcar have ariſen from my management; if you have diſcovered any ſuch, 
be pleaſed to point them out, that I may deliver in my defence thereon. 3.41% ODIN}. e Goth 
From your firſt arrival, whatever papers you have required, whether proper or improper, I have 

| , ſo inceſſantly have J been 

employed in this bulineſs, that my health has frequently ſuffered thereby, and to that even I have pad 
no Hy ha Norwithſtanding this ready obedience, you declare that you. obtain papers or accounts 
with dela. | 8 eee 222 Fo ENT YY 2 NG 


You further ſay, reſpecting this Dufter of the Neabut, and my authority over the ſame, * That 


my own authority engaged or entered into any bufineſs whatever : Under the commands of his High- 
neſs, and with the ſupport and aſſiſtance of the gentlemen formerly reſiding here, I-engaged in theſe 
affairs, and was confided in; nor has any deficiency happened on my part. Of whatever natiife 
our commands may now be, I will obey them; and whatever the meaſure of your pleaſure may be, 
et that be the meaſure of them. | r Kg 2 eh | 7 


Many circumſtances of the conduct of Rajahs Soorut Sing, and Tippur Chund, have been ſuch as 
to draw upon them the anger of his Highneſs, and J have procured his forgiveneſs of their faults. 
When you formerly reſided here, Mukhtaur ul Dowlah, with your knowledge, confined Raja Tip- 
2 Chund, and exacted a mulct, or fine, from the Rajah Soorut Sing; I have done them no evil, 


Dowlah, I had wiſhed to injure them, I ſhould not, when they were under the diſpleaſure of his High 
neſs, have applied in their behalf. I have all along acted with the utmoſt cordiality towards all the 


4 - $444 


written by HYDER BEG KHAUN. 1 ee 1 5 
ex: Received ahn May 1789.” | 


Mr. Briſtow came in the evening; his converſation firſt turned upon affairs in Europe :—That 
other Gentlemen were coming, in conſequence of the diſmiſſion of the Governor and others ;—that 
the perſon who was coming in the place of the Governor, who was a Chief of high rank, was 


Miniſter, who was a friend of the Governor, the Governor's ſtability would be ſecured; was at 
certained in Europe. © Therefore,” he faid, © it is my wiſh that you and 1 ſhould enter into 


« ducted. I have been recommended in Europe to thoſe gentlemen who are coming, and my heart 
< is every way at reſt with reſpect to my own affairs. 
I aſked him for what particular purpoſes» it was that he 1 8 ſuch ſecurities from me? He re- 
plied, For the well modelling the Vizier's Government; and furthermore, that you ſhall not enter 
into engagements with any one but me. a ee .. ˙ 


I aſked what was his plan for modelling the Vizier's Government, in the execution of which he was 
defirous of my acting with him? He repeated verbally ſome articles. I called for pen and ink; 
and wrote them down as he repeated them, (vide articles) and then aſked whether thoſe were all ? ot 
if there was any thing more? He replied, « This plan, after this manner is, agreeable to the orders 
cc of the Governor, and the Gentlemen of the Council, directed to be carried into execution; which, 
« at the time of my coming here, they gave to me perſonally, and delivered to me in Writing. 
« 'Their orders for the eſtabliſhment of the Perſian Dufter bave been lately written and —_ 


d «. 


{ 295 ) 


« by me, and 1 have witten to the Oentlemen of the Councit that the ſettlement of the preſent year 
« was made before my arrtyal, but that I will carry it into execution at the beginning of the next. 


 faid, & Since ſuch a plan is to be carried info execution by the orders of the Governbr General, 
« ] will not in any maner heſitate to obey his orders; but your d ſpoſition is ſo doubting and ſuſpi- 
« cious, that the ſincerity and uprightneſs of my intentions have been uſeleſs, and of no avail.” 
That reſpecting his directions, declared by him to be the orders of the Goyernor, © that ſuch things 
« ere not to depend bn the Nuvvaub's being informed of them,“ from an apprehenſion for my 
honour; as he had ſaid, © that any evaſions or objections, which might ariſe, would not be the 
« Nuvvaub's, but mine; I had executed them. That now, from the introduction of the preſent 
plan, the authority of his Highneſs would be annihilated altogether; that if the Nuvvaub ſhould 
heſitate to conſent to this plan, what were his intentions in that caſe ? e 


Hle replied, I will not ſuffer it to depend on the Nuvvaub's compliance or non-compliance ; I will 
«carry it into execution. I anſwered, that I would not, in any manner whatever, diſpute the Go- 
vernor's commande, for that I was deelaredly a dependent on him, and was ſatisfied, that whatever 
he ſhould order muſt be right in every reſpect; but deſired, that in caſe I ſhould, agreeably to his 
(Mr. Briſtow's) orders, execute this buſineſs in oppoſition to the inclinations of the Nuvvaub, he 
would procure, for my ſecurity and ſatisfaction, a letter from the Governor directed to me, im- 
porting, that T muſt act agreeably to whatever he (Mr. Briſtow) might direct, and that I muſt not 
ſuffer my compliance to depend on aſſent or diſſent on the part of his Highneſs, as in that caſe, if 
his Highneſs ſhould be offended, I ſhould, on this fide, be ſure of protection and ſupport : Nay, 
that it appeared neceſſary, mofeover, chat theſe articles ſhould be written and tranſmitted to me. 


He replied, “I tell you that the Governor is diſmiſſed, of what uſe is it then to require letters 

from thehce? anſwered, That 1 was a dependent on the Governor; as long as he continued at 
Calcutta I would act in obedience to his pleaſure and whenever the period for his departure ſhould 

arrive, I would go to him, and would then do as he ſhould direct. * 


— 


He replied, All this labour and trouble is unneceſſary; I offer you the ſecurities neceſſary 
« being perfectly ſatisfied and ſecure myſelf, with reſpect to the Gentlemen who are coming. i 
« ill give you a Coul Naumeh, binding myſelf to ſupport and promote your intereſts, both in Cal- 
cn nn e V 
I anſwered, That he muſt not conſider my declarations of dependence on the Governor as a mat- 
ter of profeſſion only, but be aſſured to a certainty, that whenever poſitive information ſhould be 
received, that he was about to depart for Europe, I would wait upon him z and in whatever manner 


% 


he ſhould direct, ſo I would act. 


« Tt appears then,” he Haid, „ that you will withdraw yourſelf from the management of affairs 
© here?” I-replied, That I executed the duties of my. office, in fact, through the influence of the 
Governor's ſupport z hen he was gone to Europe, through the influence of whoſe protection was I 


to manage affairs? that I would not continue. 


He was offended at this declaration, and replied, I am eve ry way ready to give you ſecurity _ 
and ſatisfaction 3 ſuch confidence in the diſpoſition, of the Governor, or in his intimates and de- 
pendents, is idle and ill-founded. It is impoſſible to place dependence on the Governor's word 
or declarations. I ſaid that hitherto, from the beginning, - his, kindneſs towards me had been 
always increaſing ; I had never experienced any deficiency or altefation in his diſpoſitions towards 
me; and © that human nature is the flave of kindneſs,” was amongſt us a proverb. Much con- 
verſation of this ſort paſſed between us. After that he faid, © I will cauſe the orders I have received 
© reſpecting the modelling of this Government to be tranſlated into Perſian. by my Moonſhee, who is 
« a truſt-worthy perſon, and deliver it to you. You will do well to follow the example of Mokh- 
* thnr-ul-Dowlah, and enter into a written engagement and agreement with me.” 5 


In order to know of what nature Molchtaur- ul-Dowleh's Coul Naumeh was, I propoſed to him 
to give me a copy of it, that I might conſider it; but added, that Ur on the part of 'the Go- 
vernor was abſolutely neceſſary in the firſt inſtance ; that he, Mr. Briſtow, aſſerted that the 
Governor was undoubtedly diſmiſſed, in conſequence of which my faculties and-underſtanding were 
no longer in the ſtate neceſſary to do buſineſs. —_ 17 8 | 


He encouraged me by aflurances of his own 1 1 3 and raid, “The day after to-morrow I 
© ſhall go to Shutturee Ghaut, there 1 ſhall have leiſure; I will remain there two days. I will 
* Cauſe the tranſlation of the orders for the modelling and arranging of affairs here to be written, and 


give it to you on my return.” 


: Conſidering a reſpite of three or fon : days as an advantage gained, I expreſſed the greateſt 
approbation; again I repeated the queſtion on this point, whether theſe were the orders; that 
Vor. III. Dd Of whethe 
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as much; and ſaid, « 'The complaints and reflections whic 
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whether his Highneſs ſhould be fatisfied or diſſatisfied, at all events the buſineſs muſt be done? 
He faid “ Yes, the orders are abſolute. If his Highneſs ſhould prove obſtinate, I will not advance 
« any thing for the expences of his Sircar, I will ftop it ; when he ſhall be diſtreſſed for his neceſlary 


cc expences he will acquieſce of his own accord.” 


He then opened to me the real object of yeſterday's converſation ; ſaying, there were certain 


points on which, on the arrival of the new Gentlemen, caution would be neceſſary. I aſked him 


on what points; he ſaid, „Such as the buſineſs of Colonel Cumming, in which a ſhoccah was 
cc written without the Vizier's knowledge; and others of the like nature which may have taken place: 
« This circumſtance has proved highly diſagreeable to the Gentlemen of the Council. Whenever his 
« Highneſs ſhall aſſert that theſe things have been done without his knowledge, blame will fall upon 


ors? 
'«' you.” 2a | | 
3 replied, That in obedience to him I had cauſed it to be done; that he had repeatedly aſked 


me why I introduced the name of the Vizier, that I muſt act as he directed; that, eſpecially in the 
bannen of the ſhoccah to Colonel Cumming, he had importuned me for three days; from a _ 
to the preſervation of my honour, I had cauſed it to be written without the Vizier's knowledge; 
that the ſame had been done with reſpect to the Tunkaw of the Toorkſuvvaurs, and other matters. 


He replied, „ It is on this account J ſay to you, that now that 2 and I are about to be united, 
© you muſt conſider any thing injurious to my reputation which ſhall befall me, as befalling your- 
« felf ; and thus, any thing of that ſort n to you, I ſhall conſider as happening to me. 
« You replied angrily to my letter, that by my deſire you had affixed the ſeal of the Vizier, with- | 
cc out his knowledge, to the ſhoccahs, and delivered them.” © þ 


I replied, That this was. not written in anger; that he had accuſed me of diſobeying the ond 


of the Gentlemen of the Council, and his pleaſure; that I, in reply, had inſerted the particulars, 


which I had done in obedience to the orders communicated: by him, and to his pleaſure; that if I 
had not inſerted them, I ſhould have appeared guilty of the diſobedience charged upon me ; that 


if T had written any thing not founded in fact, he would have accuſed me of it at the time, or he 
could do it then, and demand my reaſons for ſuch and ſuch falſe aſſertions. . e 


He replied, «© The things which you write are of ſuch a nature, that a fair and direct anſwer 
ce cannot be given; but in certain affairs, which may prove the ſubjects of inquiry or accuſation 
« againſt me, it will be better to keep ſilence.” I anſwered, that with reſpe& to what he ſaid to me 
verbally, I would act agreeably to his pleaſure ; but that when he thought. proper to put his ſenti- | 


ments upon paper, and give them in writing, if I did anſwer them faithfully and fully, I myſelf 


ſhould be ſubject to accuſations. | 


He anſwered, „I will be careful in this reſpect for the future, and not write; ſilence however, 
con this ſubject, is neceſſary on your part, that it may not be known to the Gentlemen who are 
« coming, that the Vizier's ſeal has been affixed to papers and ſhockas without his knowledge. 
I ſaid, that when the new Gentlemen ſhould arrive, and I ſhould continue here in the management 


of affairs, I would act in whatever manner he ſhould pleaſe to direct. 


His object is, that it may not now be diſcovered that the Vizier's ſeal has been affixed to ſhoccahs 
without 'his knowledge : He did not plainly and directly ſay it, but obliquely and ſecretly he hinted : 
| h ave lately been exhibited againſt me 
at the Board have been diſapproved, and that which I have written has met with approbation; but 
« ſuch matters muſt not be made known to the Gentlemen.“ 1 , 


Much more he ſaid, containing reflections on the Gentlemen in the Governor's confidence, advice 
reſpecting the execution of the plan, and deceiving of the Vizier; ſo that by throwing him off 
his DT the buſineſs might be effected; adding, when it is once done, how. will his Highnelb 
then be able to remedy it? Thus it was that Mokhtaur ul Dowlah and I, in concert, carried our 
“points, by repreſenting matters as trivial or advantageous, or by holding out temptations of various 
« deſcriptions to the Vizier; and when the buſineſs was once executed he was ſilent, nor knew or 
* foreſaw the ultimate conſequence which would follow. In the ſame manner you muſt now advit 
the Nuvvaub as I ſhall direct you, and having by artifice obtained his approbation, carry it into 


« execution.“ 


This converſation he ſpun out to a prodigious length; to attempt to write it would be endleſs. | 
ſaid thus much in reply, that with reſpect to the execution of meaſures contrary to the inclinations f 
the Vizier, as intended by him, that I would not heſitate to obey the Governor's orders, commuii- 
cated to me as ſuch ; but that to procure a letter of aſſurance from the Governor, to the 


already mentioned, was abſolutely neceſſary, that I might be ſecured from the conſequences of the 
Nuvvaub's reſentment. Te h | | $6 


He 
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He replied,..I will cauſe. a Perſian tranſlation of the orders to be made, and give it to you, 
« and we will after that talk again. Aſſurance or 3 from the Governor is unneceſlary, ſince in 
« a ſhort time he will ſet out for Europe. .I repeated my former anſwer.—It remains to be ſeen 

hereafter what the next converſation will produce. | hs 2 


* 


TICLES for the Re ulation. of the Country and Houſchold of his Hi hnef which Mr. 
mT 20 be us BRISTOW cauſed to be written. gnnels, wil Mr, 


Having appointed a new Treaſurer, I will eſtabliſh the general Treaſury of the country in two 
places; one for the Surcor of the Company, the other for the expences of the Nuvvaub's houſe- 
hold eſtabliſhments, for the Tunkhaw and Jageerdars. What ſhall be neceſſary for the Nuvvaub's 
expences, &c. I will iſſue in money. | . yy 13 | 0 52 was En 


I W keep the Perſian Dufter of the Governmental Officers, and. Ig Mootaſuddies, 3 will 
appoint a Dewan to ſuperintend the ſam. LOT, | . 75 
Having diſmiſſed the Aumils appointed by his Highneſs, I will appoint other Aumils. 
I will keep the cavalry and the infantry under my own authority, and what other troops | may be 
neceſſary, I will raiſe them alſo by my own authority.” | | „ 
I will keep che buſineſs of the Adaulut under my authority; ſuch expences for ſuperfluous 


elephants and horſes in the Nuvvaub's Dowab, and for proviſions dreſſed, are unneceſſary; let 
him diminiſh them. „„ „ 1 | 


I will take the old Dufters and papers which are in the Surcor of his Highneſs. 
E ö „ ; 8 ; = | ? TH ; 
Having diſmiſſed the great Aumils, I will appoint ſeparate inferior Aumils in their places. 


„ I 2 4 Math 


NARRATIVE of Converſation between Mr. BRISTOW and HYDER BEG KHAWN, 
8 5 on the Zoth of April 1783, written by ee e TOS... 


Copy: Received May 13th 1783. 


On our meeting, he (Mr. Briſtow) faid, & How has it come to paſs that a report of the Coul 
« Nameh, founded on conditions, has been ſpread abroad?“ I replied, That I did not know; that 
the conditions which he had communicated” for the Bundabut of this place, and concerning which 
he had been engaged in a warfare with his Highneſs for theſe laſt five months, were known to all 
the world; that there was no neceflity for their publication by any one; that as to the preſent 
Coul Nameh propoſed by him ; and his declaration, that the Governor and Gentlemen of the Coun- 
eil were diſmiſſed, that new Gentlemen were coming, and propoſing the ſaid Coul Nameh for the 
period, on condition that I ſhould not write to, or enter into engagements, at Calcutta, and other 
matters, which he mentioned, I had not told them to any one. He faid, It is aſtoniſhing ! it is only 
ten days ſince I mentioned the diſmiſſion of the Governor to you, and at which time Mr. 
Cooper mentioned it to Major Palmer, and I have received letters twelve days old from Calcutta, 
informing me that Major Davy has reported to the Governor, that I have publiſhed the account of 
his diſmiſſion; hence it is plain that Major Davy has told an abſolute falſehood. In this ſpace of 
ten days, an account of my publication of it to reach Calcutta, and an anſwer to arrive here! 
I will write that Major Davy has told a falſchood. I replied, that if ſuch intelligence had 
actually reached Calcutta, it muſt evidently relate to his (Mr. Briſtow's) firſt report ; for that he had 
firſt ſaid, formerly, © that in conſequence of the appointment of the new Miniſter, the diſmiſſion 
© of the Governor was fixed; and ſome time after that, he again ſaid, “ that the new Miniſter 
< was dead, and that accounts of, or orders for, the continuance of the Governor would arrive :* 
Correſponding with which, when he lately mentioned the diſmifſion of the Governor, he had faid, 
that this intelligence was not like the former ; © that the Governor continued in conſequence of the 

< death of the Vizier;“ & that now the news of the Governor's diſmiſſion was authentic,” & that | 
« other gentlemen were on their way out; that perhaps, it was his On Briſtow's) former report 
that had been mentioned by Major Davy, for that had happened long ago. He replied, What 
Cauſe have you to plead thus in ſupport of the truth of Major Davy's communications? I faid, - 
That he had aſſerted, “ that Major Davy had told a falſehood, and that he would write fo to Cal- 
. cutta:“ That I therefore reminded him of his former report, that what he ſhould write might not 
be liable to refutation. He then began to caſt reflections upon Major Davy; ſaying, “ He is = 


—— 
—— 


— — 3 Pe” m3 — . —— — 3 Ta — 
2 — - 22 3 A 1 155; 
77 — — reel — - + +2 on, rs Mi Greg — ————— — — 
— 2 — —ʃ— 2j — . ——— eve ov = 


- — OI — — — — — 2 Is 2— — — Sv 2 — — ——— — — — — — s 
7 2 — rr PROPER = 2 — r „* n — — a 
25 r g ** - - + "TRY" " K 
— —— — . — — - — — — — _ 1 2 2 2 3 me OO . 4 2 * 
r — p err ne eb he ye po bes _ < r- ee Cena Wen wry + + 3 — 2 ee. r — —＋ mug N 2 2 — — —— — mtg ere een — 2 *. _ 8 - — = - Ine co 4 Ae ei. 
; by * — — — — > — 4 — —— ne en ED 4— — - * — 5 — bc — — 8 2 I —— Se — ERIE < ISL 2 — 5 — — — 
: : 1 : 7 S 7 
= 


—— 


1 


[ 108 


« wardly your friend, but in reality meditated your diſmiſfion, and concerted the means uf foing - 
c it with the Raja Tippurchund, and the Dewan Soorut Sing.“ I obſerved, that'formerly Mr. Jon. 


ſon had alſo hinted the fame thing, © that Major Davy, who was gone to Calcutta, would' ſpeak to 
« the prejudice of his Highneſs and me.” But that all that I at laſt diſcovered'was, that Major Davy 
had here communicated the Governor's orders as he had received them ; and that he had faithfully 
related to the Governor the converſations which had paſſed between us. He replied, “I have ex. 
cc nended to the amount of thirty thouſand rupees, and have, from different quarters, informed 
60 155 of every particular; do you 8 expend ten or twenty thouſand, and the eireumſtancez 
&« of Major Davy's enmity to you Ih | F 1 

cc and the Dewan Soorut Sing.“ I replied, That I had no doubts or ſuſpicions reſpecting theſe mat. 


ters that could induce me to enquire into them, or to expend money for that 'purpoſe;; that theſ | 


particulars had never been (introduced heretofore ; otherwiſe, if they had the power, in this ſpace bf 
fix months they had each of them the opportunity. I ſaid, that J had no ſort of concern with 
the Major, and that the perſon who had mentioned it to him muſt have told a falſehood. . He id, 
« You are eloquent in ſupporting, or taking the part of Major Palmer and Major Davy.” |] 


anſwered, That this accuſation was a plain downright calumny. What ſort of anſwer could 1 
| go From what - circumſtances did this partiality appear? that theſe reflections concerned the; 


muſt either believe them, or not believe them; if he had any meaning in theſe communications, 
I requeſted him to tell it, that it might be known to me. He ſaid, Major Palmer, with the advice 
« of Tuffuz-o0ol Hooſein Khaun, writes falſchoods from hence; and there Major. Davy communi. 
cates them with additions. I have expended money in obtaining information of theſe matters: Two 


Gentlemen under the appearance of friendſhip. are with Major Davy, one or two others are here 
with Major Palmer. My friends are united together, and obtain information of what is going forward; 
two people are with Tuffuz-ool Hooſein Khaun ; all theſe matters have reached me: That the one 


has written falſehoods with reſpect to me from hence, and that the other has communicated and 
does communicate them. I was watchful from the firſt on this account, © and will anſwer to ever) 


« particular. Will you take part with the Majors, or will you fide with me?“ TI replied, The 


Majors are not writers of ee ee are Engliſh Gentlemen; J am a native of Hindoftan, the 
matter will not depend upon 

« amination into the complaints and accufations which you formerly wrote againſt him, and 
cc jt is determined that orders ſhall be ſent to you and me to produce the proofs.” I faw 
plainly that, under this pretence, he wanted to introduce propoſals reſpecting evidence for 
himſelf. I faid that Mr. Johnſon had diſobeyed the orders of the Governor in the affair of 
the ten lacks rupees, &c. and had endeavoured to throw the blame upon me, and that T had, no 
doubt, given information reſpecting my innocence. He faid, & are there other matters alſo ? if 


© there are inform me of them, that you may prove the culpability of Mr. Johnſon, agreeably to your 
cc repreſentations, for the orders of the Council will now arrive. I anſwered, that what I had ſaid and 


written ſhould: undoubtedly be proved. He faid, “ you mention nothing to me of the preſent corre- 
ce ſpondence, and what I tell you is a fact; for ſeveral original letters of Major Davy's have fallen 
« into my hands.” I replied, That ſince Major Davy's letters had fallen into his hands, there was no 
neceſſity for his making enquiries of me. He ſaid, I mention it on this account, that you and I ma 


« with our lives and fortunes, be united with each other. I will exert myſelf in your intereſts both in 


&« Calcutta and in Europe; the endeavours of the Majors will end in nothing.” I aſked, to what 
object his views were then directed, that he talked to me in that manner; and added, that he was 


the ruler here, and that I was ſubordinate to him, and that whatever he ſhould direct with reſpect 


to both Surcars, I ſhould obey:—What buſineſs or connection had I with the diſputes between 
Gentlemen ?—He replied, © I have done you no ill; during theſe fix months that I have been here, 


e had both the opportunity and the power, at all times, to deprive you of the office of Neabut; 


& —T have kept you in office; you will not-unite with me.” I replied, that he had at all times 


the power, and that he might diſmiſs me whenever he thought proper; but that I had never been 
wanting in obedience to him. When he ſaw that I would ſay nothing, he 1 Ca proceeded to ſooth | 


and flatter, . giving to me copies of the orders, and complaints, and Coul Nameh (Vide 10, 11 
which he had cauſed to be written by his Moonſhee, and deſiring me to read them with a loud voice. 


I read them :—He faid, © Such expreſſions as are harſh in theſe papers you may alter.” I repliech 


that he had told me he would write tranſlations of the orders of the Governor and Gentlemen ot 


the Council, reſpecting the Bundabuſt of this place, were thoſe complaints alſo inſerted therein! 
It was very well, he might moreover write whatever elſe he thought proper; but requeſted that 

would cauſe the orders, and what was his pleaſure, to be written ſeparately, and the circumſtances of 
complaint, and incapacity on my part, ſeparately ; and that I would write and deliver an anſwer to 
theſe circumſtances of complaint and incapacity, and deſired him to reflect or confider, whether 
they were well founded or ill founded. I added, that I had never required a Coul Naumeh from 


him, why did he deliver the draft of one to me that obedience on my part, and kindneſs and 


attention on his, were ſufficient. He replied, «© You muſt in fact take theſe. papers home with * 
and read them again.” Iüſaid, that if it was for the purpoſe of proving thus much, that he had 
written and delivered ſuch papers to me; and that he had declared ſo and fo, and that he might 
make good or prove the juſtneſs of his accuſations or complaints upon me, it was unneceſſary; 

that if I took them, what would be the conſequence ? I was ready to anſwer to theſe allegations, and 


would give ſuch anſwers to the refutation of them all, that not one of them ſhould be fixed upon me. 


be khown from the people of the Rajah Tippurchung, | 


y evidence. He replied, « Mr. Johnſon has demanded an ex- 
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He replied, © I ſpeak to you in friendſhip, or with purity of heart; you anſwer me with enmity, 
« or in reſentment.” I faid, that he had openly cauſed circumſtances of complaint or accuſation, 
and of direct falſehood to be written; and yet ſaid, That he ſpoke in friendſhip.” He replied, 
« ] will cauſe it to be written as you may think proper. I anſwered, that I made no objections, nor 
would I take the accuſation upon me, by the alteration of the letter of it : that at his (Hyder Beg 
Khawn's) deſire, I altered ſuch and ſuch particulars; that I would write matter of fact an- 
ſwers in refutation of theſe accuſations; his orders and his pleaſure, whatever they were, reſpecting 
the Bundobuſt, he might cauſe to be written, and deliver them, that thoſe I could obey; and would 
give ſuch an anſwer as ſhould correſpond with obedience and reſpect to the Governors pleaſure, 
He ſaid, „I will talk again upon this ſubject at our next interview.” As it was intended that I 

ſhould take the papers, I, in compliance with Mr. Briſtow's importunities, brought them home. TI 


ſhall now draw out the reply to and return them :—Such are the anſwers to every article, that 


with God's favour not a place ſhall remain for accuſation to reſt upon. Again he mentioned 
the ſpreading the report reſpecting the Governor's diſmiſſion 3 ſaying, „Mr. Cooper told it to Major 
« Palmer, and Major Palmer ſpread the report; in proof of it, Mr. Cooper wrote a note to Major 
« Palmer, to which he returned a ſhort anſwer.“ I aſked him, what neceſſity there was for re- 
peatedly renewing this converſation with me ? that ten different people had been informed of it by 
Mr. Cooper. He faid, © I have mentioned it to no one but you.“ I replied, that what he had men- 


tioned to me, was known to me ;—with reſpe& to others I was uninformed whether he had men- 


tioned it or not. He ſaid, The buſineſs reſpecting the Vizier's ſeal, which was done without his 
« knowledge, is not well: If any one ſhall queſtion you, why the V izier's ſeal was affixed without 
« his knowledge; what anſwer will you give?” I replied, That the anſwer would be that which 1 
formerly gave to him in writing. He faid, Do you want to prove the accuſation upon me?” 1 
anſwered, That what he did he did upon reflection and deliberation, and it was well. He ſaid, “ I have 
anſwered, That I had obeyed his orders, and that he wanted to fix the fault upon me. He replied, 
« That we are about to be united with our lives and fortunes together, it muſt be our buſineſs to do 
« away, or cover the faults of each other.“ I faid, that I could not apenly take the blame upon my- 
ſelf, He faid, © I gave up the deſign of receiving the Tunkhau of the Toorkſuvvaurs, for this 
« reaſon, that the Shoccahs reſpecting them were written without the knowledge of the Vizier.” 1 1 
« determined that in future, if on my requiſitions the Nuvvaub gives me the Shoccahs voluntarily, 
« ſo much the better, if not, I will execute the buſineſs under my own ſeal.” Again he repeated, The 


aſpect of affairs will now be new at Calcutta, for new Gentlemen are coming, let the correſpon- 


dence to Calcutta “ be dropt. I replied, that J had nothing to do with theſe matters. Much more 


in the ſame ſtyle paſſed between us, which it would be endleſs to relate, 


NARRATIVE of a Converſation between Mr. BRISTOW and HYDER BEG KHAUN, 
| on the Firſt of May; written by the latter, in his own Hand. neg ; 


Received May 13th, 1783. 


Mr. Briftow ſaid to me to-day, at our meeting, I told you that you ſhould not rely on the 
declarations of the Majors : At length you have been deceived by them, and by their advice have 
cauſed complaints to be written by the Vizier, and have written complaints yourſelf againſt me; 
and they have been laid before the Board, and an anſwer has been received, Whatever I do, I 
give information beforehand. What has been obtained by theſe complaints? J have done no ill to 
ou; but have kept you in office and you gave me no information of this correſpondence—at 
ength IT am bene, of it. I replied, The Majors had never attempted tricks and deceptions ; 
that every one ſought his own advantage; and that when his Highneſs ſaw that he (Mr. Briſtow) 
was not well-diſpoſed towards him, and that diſputes, and meaſures to deprive him of his autho- 
rity were daily brought forward, without remedy he had wrote his ſituation to that place whence 
he could look for redreſs. —He flew inſtantly into a rage, and ſaid, “ What inſtance of depriva r- 
© tion of authority is there? and how has he been deprived of his authority?“ I replied, That in 
the affairs of his houſehold, of his ſervants, &c. he had reduced him to ſuch a condition, that. 
the Nuvvaub had intreated, implored him, for God's fake, telling him, © that he got nothing b 
© it; that he rendered him contemptible without reaſon, and brought diſcredit on himſelf ;?? That 
he (Mr. Briſtow) refuſed to liſten to the Nuvvaub's repreſentations, and told him, that he would 
act ſo: That after much altercation he had promiſed, that upon the eſtabliſhment of his autho- 
rity he would repreſent the buſineſs to the Governor and Gentlemen of the Council, in the ſtyle of 
4 recommendation : That it was at that period that the Nuvvaub alſo wrote reſpecting his ſitua- 
ton. He replied, & What, after all, has been got by it? The Governor is not able to turn me out, 
and the complaints againſt me have not been approved of by the Board.” I faid, that ſince the 
complaints had not been approved of by the Board, why was he diſturbed ? he ought to be happy, 
Or pleaſed? that what would be the lot of his Highneſs, and our lot, we ſhould hereafter ſee.— 
He ſaid, « Give me copies of what has been written from hence.“ I replied, That he had faid that 
he was ong ſince acquainted with all that was paſſing, and that copies of all the letters would be 
ſent to him by the Board: If that was the caſe, where was the neceſſity of demanding copies from 
51 After much fury and agitation, he ſaid, „Still liſten to reaſon and unite with me; for by 
Vo 1 88 with me affairs ſhall be conducted.“ I replied, that ſince the complaints had ml 
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laid before the Board, at laſt orders of approval or diſapproval of the Nuvvaub's requiſttians - 
would arrive; that thoſe. orders would be ſufficient. He anſwered, © I have received no letter 
from the Board—my friend has wrote to me, that complaints againſt me, and a requiſition for 
« my removal, and propoſals for paying the money, have been written by the Nuvvaub—that 
ce he will pay off the whole of the Company's demands. Where is the money which he will pay! 
« if it is forthcoming, why don't he pay it to me? I told him, That the money which was for. 
merly received was paid by his Highneſs; d by the fame means that he now got it from the Nyy- 
vaub's country, his Highneſs could himſelf pay it with eaſe; that the receipts of revenues from 
the country did not depend upon his collection of them. He replied, « Then you are not as yet ac. 
« quainted with our character that where we once obtain power, we never relinquiſh that power, 

« but add to it daily.” I faid, that I had frequently obſerved to him, that there were ſelect and 
choſen characters amongſt all nations and people; that the Governor, from the obſervations ] 
had made, was ſuch a perſon, that perhaps there was none like him amongſt the people of his na-. 
tion ; that one inſtance of his diſpoſition, and of his generoſi , was this — that whereas he (Mr. 


Briſtow) had delineated the national character, by ſaying, Where we have obtained power, we 


tc never relinquiſh it, but add to it daily; on the con „the Governor, on being ſatisfied of 
the Nuvvaub's difficulties, had all of a diminution of the expences he laboured under, and 


had treated him with attention. He replied—Yes; you imagine that the Governor. will ſupport | 


your intereſts—it will be known hereafter. The Governor's ſupport will be of-no avail. Say he is 
the Governor ſtill—the three other Gentlemen of the Council are on my fide. I anfwered, That 
ſince the whole Council was on his fide, and that he was determined to annihilate the Nuyvaub's 
authority ; that his Highneſs ſeeing and knowing both his own inability and the Governor's, would 
fit down in patience; and that when the Governor ſhould recover his power, he would obtain his 
rights. He faid, „The chain [of my friends] is eftabliſhed in Europe—the Governor has not 
the power to break it—it will be better that you join with me; I will unite with you with my 


life and property. I replied, That while he continued in the conduct of affairs here, I would 


not be wanting in obedience; that now there was no further room for conference on either fide; 
whatever orders ſhould come from the Board, thoſe ſhould be obeyed. He replied, Even this 
“ ſhall not force me to withdraw my hand haun, ſay that you will join with me.“ Again ] 

id, that he had declared the buſineſs to be before the Board; that I would ſubmit to ſuch orders 


as ſhould be iſſued by the Board. He replied, © You catch at my words—T have not received 


cc accounts from the Board of the matter being brought before them; and I tell you plainly, Hy- 
« der Beg Khaun Sahib, that what paſſes verbally between you and me, is no proof; whatever 
« has been committed to paper, that is a proof.“ 1 That, by God's bleſſing, his verbal de- 


clarations were more reſpectable than writings; for what he ſaid, he ſaid upon reflection and delibe- 


ration: That all that had paſſed between us hitherto had been verbal and in private, and alone; 


and that he had rope declared, that he never would retract from what he ſaid, and that J 


gave credit to it; but if we muſt now commit to paper, I ſaid, be it ſo. He replied, « Will you 
« cauſe credit to be given alſo to the falſehoods written from hence by Major Palmer.“ I faid, 


That I was not acquainted with Major Palmer's correſpondence ; what he has communicated from 


me, that I know. He continued ſilent: Again he ſaid, The altercation about the ſeal, &c. 
« which may be brought forward, what ſhall you ſay on the ſubject? Vou do not conſult yout - 
« own intereſts in writing complaints againſt us people—we Engliſh Gentlemen, in the end, are 

c all as one perſon. You have ſo blaſted, and will blaſt, your reputation, that no one will con- 


cc fide in you.” I faid, To diſpute with me reſpecting the ſeal was needleſs ; that I had anſwered the 


queſtion a hundred times, and that my anſwer. was {ſtill the fame, which I had repeatedly declared, | 
and given in writing: That I had never betrayed or informed againſt any Engliſh Gentlemen, to 

blaſt my reputation (by ſuch circumſtance); and, moreover, that it was from a d to that 
particular that I did not give to him the papers relating to the conduct of Colonel Hannay: That be 
had forced them from me: That mankind, for the obtainment of their wiſhes, looked towards their 
Creator, and in this world towards their immediate ſuperior; that to approve or diſapprove was 
at the diſcretion of that ſuperior ; that in this reſpect there was no betraying or informing, nor an) 
juſt cauſe for complaint, let the matter be attended to or rejected. Again, he ſaid, Wind rele 
« to the bnſineſs of the Adalut, falſe reports have been unjuſtly circulated through the city 
« what bufineſs have I with theſe affairs? I replied, That till yeſterday it had been enjoined that 
the Adaulut Kutcharee ſhould not be held in the Kutcharee of the Nuvvaub's palace; that I ſhould 
cauſe four buildings in the city to be got ready and delivered up, one for the Adaulut, the cond 
for the Kutcharee of the Perſian Dewannee Dufter, the third the Nuvvaub's houſehold; and the 
fourth for the Treaſury of the Jageerdars and Tunkhaudars, and that —— had gone yeſterday reſpet- | 
ing the four buildings. He replied, “ fay this now, that the buildings ſhould be ſeparate; to put 

« a ſtop to irregularities, and murders, and houſe-breakings in the city of Lucknow, I propoſed, and 
c do propoſe, the eſtabliſhment of the Adaulut.” I replied, that the regulations, and the police, bc. 
each of them, as were in uſe in this country, had been laid before him; that the Daurogeh of the 
Adaulut was to paſs his deciſion, according to the Shurra ; that to go the rounds of the city, in 
the manner of a Cutwal, was the buſineſs of an officer of police; that theſe irregularities were re- 
medied formerly, and ſhould be now ; and that the reports circulated amongſt the people were ow- 
ing to Mr. * who had ſuperſeribed the erzees with the Duſtkhut in the ſtyle of a maſter ® 
ſuperior lord. Exceedingly offended at this obſervation, he replied, It is not ſo; he wrote on them 


for 


for [the Nuvvaub's) information only. 


anf omg.“ 


vee on this ſubject, it is matter of aſtoniſhment, - The truth, in plain terms, is, that man 


| 

| 

| 

| 
T 
I 
u 
5 
m 
C. 
"| 
re 
B 
he 
d, | 
to 
= 
he 
fir 
yas 
2 
hat 
hd 
ond 
the 
a 
and 
2 
the 
„ in 
"Fe" 
O- 
1 of 
hem 
for 


1 


T anſwered, That he might fend for the erzees, and give 
them to any Mootaſuddee, and aff him, whether that which was written, and the place where it 
was written, correſponded with the Duſtkhut of a ſuperior lord, or whether it was written for the 

ofe of giving information. He replied, It is evident that you mean to inform againſt me; 


c I am under no ſort of apprehenfion—T have received aſſurances from the N dg mind is at 
& eaſe with reſpect to Europe What can any one do ? I will eſtabliſh my authority | 


| an ere —if ya 
« will unite with me, it is well—if not, I am no longer under obligations.” I replied, as _ 
fore, by declarations of obedience and ſubmiſſion. He anfwered, Much has been faid on that 
ſcore. At taking leave, he faid, © Don't let what has paſſed between us to to-day be known to 


From Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAN; written on the 2gth of Jummaud ul Owul, 


A. H. 2197, or 2d of May, 1783. 


6 „ Copy: Received at Caleutta, 3oth of June, 1783. b 
| Uſual introduction. 5 bes he 5 | 
I was informed to-day by the Mouluvvee Mahummud Mubeen, that in oppoſition to the contents 
of my letter, written the day before yeſterday, you have treated him with great harſhneſs 


and ſeverity, and given orders that he ſhould immediately hold the Adaulut Cutcharee in the 


Baradurree, and that you reproved the Mouluvvee for communicating the ſtate of that place, and 
his own want of authority, to me; in conſequence of which, the Mouluvvee's mind is filled with 


alarms and apprehenſions, which have led him again to communicate his anxiety and uneaſineſs 
to me. Notwithſtanding you formerly wrote to me, in your letter of the 26th of Jummaud ul 


4 


Awul, that you would apply 


| wor ly to his Highneſs reſpecting another place, yet to-day, which is the 
of Jummaud ul Awul, ſuc 


is the ſevere and harſh manner in which you have treated the Mouluv- 
y people 


here excuſe themſelves from coming to ſee me, bath by letter and. by meſlage, from their fears 
and apprehenſions of your reſentment, And it has come to my knowledge, that you, ſome 


ſince, publickly declared, © that whoever ſhould viſit a certain perſon (thereby meaning me) ſhould 
« not be the Ka for it.” You call yourſelf a dependant on the Company; be pleaſed to reflect 
whether ſuch harſhneſs and ſeverity towards the Mouluyvee Mahummud 1 and the inti- 
midating people from holding communication with me, is proper: In my opinion this canduct 
is to be conſidered as the moſt pointed deficiency in your intentions, duty, and attachment to 
the Governor General. In tranſacting the affairs of the Company, and proying my attachment 
to his Highneſs's Surcar, I hope on every occaſion to receive the moſt effectual affiftance and 
ſupport from you; and that the friends, well-wiſhers, and dependants of both Surcars being united, 
they may continue to exert themſelves in performing their duty, and on this account, from the 
day of my arrival here, I have in the tranſaction of every buſineſs made my repreſentations to his 
Highneſs throngh you; ; and, except the conducting of the affairs of the Surcar agreeably to orders, 
I have entertained no other intention towards you; with reſpet to the Fouzdaree Adaulut I have 
attended to it merely from a regard to the benefit and proſperity of mankind, and the due puniſh- 
ment of robberies and murders. ,.I now write for your information, that in cafe any injury ſhould 
be offered towards the Mouluvvee, it will be inconſiſtent with friendſhip; and that I will, at all 
events, protect his life and honour ; and that by the non-eſtabliſhment of the Fouzdaree Adau- 
lut, I ſhall be freed from reſponſibility. And I again give you information that you muſt, agree- 
ably to what I formerly wrote, fix upon a 2 and convenient houſe, and deliver it over to the 
Mouluvvee. As I ſhall tranſmit all the letters which paſs between us reſpecting the Adaulut to 
the Governor General, I therefore, from a principle of friendſhip, requeſt of you to favour me with 


a full and explicit anſwer on the above ſubject. 


From HYDER BEG KHAWN to Mr. BRISTOW :—Written on the 29th of Jummaud yl 

Auf A. H. 1197, or the 2d of May, 1783. „ 
Uſual introduction. _ | | ; | 

1 have received your favour, and am ſuprized at the contents, that things ſhould have come to 


this paſs, that I ſhould be daily attending you, yet that people ſhould repreſent ſuch falſehoods, 


and that you, without inquiry, ſhould blame or condemn me upon them. How can I defend my- 


ſelf,” if, in a matter in which a perſon aſperſes me without caufe, 'I may not require an explana- 
tion from that perſon ? In this caſe the fault cannot be proved upon me: It is moreover a mat- 
ter of duty to acquit myſelf of groundleſs aſperſions, that I ſhould inquire into them, and repre- 
ſent my innocence to you.—You are pleaſed to ſay, that inſtead of a houſe, I ordered a tent for the 
Adaulut Cutcharee : In this inſtance my i gnorance is poſitively proved npon me. The reaſon for 
Propoling the tent J repreſented fully to you yeſterday, that when his Highneſs was on his hunting 
exeurſion, and you gave directions about 2 houſe, ſending a meſſage by the Mouluvvee to that 
effebt, I replied, that 1 had wrote an Erzee to his Highneſs reſpecting a place for 15 e 
| | | | Cutcharee; 
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Cutcharee ; and that if there was any open place near his dwelling, I would order a tent to be 
pitched for the purpoſe of holding the Cutcharee for three or four days, until orders ſhould 
arrive from the Preſence : And this circumſtance has been repreſented of me in ſuch manner, 
that you conſtrue it into culpability of conduct on my part. How is it poſſible that I could 
order a tent for the perpetual Adaulut Cutcharee in the 7 When his Highneſs's orders 
reſpecting the place for the Adaulut Cutcharee arrived, I informed the Mouluyve ; the Moy. 
luvvee, on the next day but one, told me that Mr. Cooper had directed him to bring to him a 
written deſcription or plan of the place allotted for the Cutcharee. I deſired the Mouluvvee to go 
himſelf, and examine it: He did fo, and declared that the place was convenient and ſpacious ;. and 
that on the firſt of the month Jummaud ul Sauni, he would hold the Cutcharee court there- 
in; that there was another place adjoining, which, if it could be cleared out and allowed for his 
private uſe, would be convenient. I replied, that I would cauſe it to be cleared out, and given 
to him, i. e. the place where the Dewaun Cutcharee, &c. were formerly held. This circum- 
ſtance, too, has been repreſented to you as a fault on my part; © that I had allotted two rooms 
<« for the Adaulut Cutcharee;“ and you have repeated it in your letter. I ſpoke to the Mouluy. 
vee on this ſubject, and aſked him, as he had ſeen the place, whether it was two ſmall rooms, 
or a ſpacious Daulaun? He replied, that the place was ſpacious, and that he would hold the 
Cutcharee there on the firſt of Jummaud ul Sauni. I made theſe inquiries to acquit myſelf of 
the aſperſions thrown upon me, as I had been blamed without cauſe or foundation. The atten- 
tion paid to the Mouluvvee is as follows. Ks 5 


When the execution of orders was angrily directed, the Mouluvvee aſked me what he would 

do, if, according to the law, a perſon ſhould be convicted to corporal puniſhment? I replied, that 
he ſhould execute the law without heſitation or apprehenſion ; and moreover, that if I myſelf 
ſhould be cited before that court on any account, to eſtabliſh ſubmiſſion to the authority of the 
court, and promote the due execution of the ſentence or deciſion of the Shunar, I would 'be the 
firſt to ſubmit myſelf to its awards. Inquire into the truth of this circumſtance from the Mou- 
luvvee, and let him anſwer upon oath. His Highneſs encouraged the Mouluvvee to the full exer- 
Ciſe of the duties of his office, by the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of protection and ſupport : Such being 
the caſe, be juſt, and decide, What blame can reſt with me reſpecting the eſtabliſhment of the 
Adaulut ?—With regard to your requiſition of a ſeparate building, I have this day repreſented it to his 
Highneſs, and will perſonally communicate his anſwer to you. 33 


In anſwer to your declaration, that I forbid people from the attending you, with reſpect to ſuch 
repreſentations, which are made by my enemies, it is both proper and juſt that you ſhould favour 
me ſo far as to aſcertain the truth of them. I am myſelf conſtantly attending on you with folded 
arms, and without evaſion; why then ſhould I forbid others from attending you? Be pleaſed to 
let us come face to face, and then inquire of the perſon who has communicated this circum- 
ſtance to you, when it was that I made uſe of ſuch expreſſions to any one. For theſe ſix years 
paſt, during which J have ſerved and obeyed, and executed the commands of the Engliſh Gentlemen, 
I have never been wanting in duty, nor have I, on any account, ſuffered blame or reproach; 
but on the contrary have always been treated with favour and regard; and I know not now what 
kind of repreſentations people make to you, that, notwithſtanding * a degree of obedience, 1 
and ſubmiſſion, which has led me to execute many meaſures, in compliance with your orders, with- 
out the knowledge of his Highneſs, yet, relying on the repreſentations of my enemies, who utter 
the moſt palpable falſehoods againſt me, I am blamed without inquiry or examination on your 
part. How is it poſſible for me, who am an inferior, to live upon theſe terms? Be pleaſed to order 
it, and I will attend day and night in an office cloſe to your houſe. To the beſt of my know- 
| ledge I have not been, nor am deficient or evaſive in ſubmiſſion, obedience, and duty to the extreme, 
The diſpenſations of correſponding favour and of juſtice depends upon your pleaſure. 75 


Mouluvvee Mahummud Mubbeen has juſt come to me by your orders, and informed me that the 
Adalut Cutcharee ſhall not be held in the place allotted for it in the Nuvvaub's palace. That you 
have ordered him not to go there; and had ſaid, that if his Highneſs was to give a ſtill more extenſive 
building for the purpoſe, the Adalut Cutcharee ſhall not be held in the palace; that it ſhall be ſe- 
parate from it. I replied to the Mouluvvee, that I was obedient to your orders, and that he alſo mult 
obey them. . WE 


From Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAUN; dated 29th of Jummaud ul Awul, 
4 A. H. 1197. or 2d May- 783. . 


Copy: Received at Calcutta, July zd 1783. 


Uſual introduction. | 5 Do: 
Doubtleſs the Mouluvvee Mahummud Mubeen, out of reſpect to you, and ſeeing that you do not 
effectually aſſiſt in eſtabliſhing the Adaulut, but, on the contrary, reprove him with harſh and ſe- 
vere language, from neceſſity, in your preſence, acquieſces in what you ſay; and I alſo, from 3 


regard to his well-being, have told him, on no account to diſobey or deviate from your t 
| 5 | 1 


l 113 J 


but to acquaint me with · all that paſſes, that I may communicate the ſame to you, and converſe with 
you on the ſubject in an amicable manner: At length wilful procraſtination on your part is 
manifeſt, After a length of delay, in anſwer to the requiſition for a commodious building, you fiſt 
ordered a tent, and then two ſmall apartments in the midſt of his Highneſs's palace, where it is 
abſolutely impracticable to admit the people at large, and to conduct the buſineſs of the Adaulut ; 
without 1 I remarked the ſtate of the caſe to you in plain and direct terms. — The truth is, 
that from the day of my arrival here to the preſent time, T have conſtantly recommended the eſta- 
bliſhment of the Adaulut to you; and you, on your part, have profeſſed obedience, but have not; 
in any manner whatever, exerted yourſelf in carrying the meaſure into effect; on the contrary, with 
regard to the firſt requiſite, which is the Cutcharee, you have uſed various evaſions ; nor have vou 
as yet allotted a place for the purpoſe. The uſe of improper expreſſions, the falſehood of which 
is as evident as the ſun, is to be conſidered as vexatious to both. I therefore demand a plain anſwer 
from you: Will you allot a commodious building within the city of Lucknow for the purpoſe, or 
will you evade it, as heretofore? With reſpect to your denying having intimidated people from com- 
ing to me, the names of thoſe people, and the particular converſations, I will, in due ſeaſon, make 
known, and prove to the Governor General: To inform you of the names of thoſe people would 
be improper. You muſt remember your own declarations. Although at preſent you appear to 
deny, yet, be aſſured, ſooner or later, you will find them unanſwerable. It gives me great concern 
that things ſhould come to ſuch a paſs, as to neceſſitate me, for the preſervation of my own honour, 
to write every thing thus without palliation or diſguiſe. | | 


| a Concludes as uſual, 


From HYDER BEG KHAUN to Mr. BRISTOW, dated the 9th of Jummaud u' Sauni, 
55 | 0 A. H. 1197, or 12th May 1783. | | 


Tita introdudtive;:.- 


I have received your favour. I have heretofore repeatedly declared, and I now declare, that 1 
am obedient to your authority, Act in whatever manner you think proper, I make no objections. 
Reſpecting the difference between your verbal and written communications, I have not the power, or 
preſumption, to deviate from the truth in my repreſentations on the ſubject; and with regard to 
your obſervations on the period fixed on by me, is the Ry circumſtance in your opinion truez 
or not? — That I was at that very period ſuffering under the aMiCtion conſequent to the death of my 
child ? V | 9 

With reſpect to the plan and the Bundobuſt, I make no evaſions or objections; act in whatever 
manner you may think proper. There is one important point in the N e plan, which is the 
bringing forward and employing the Rajah Soorut Sing, the abolition of the Neabut Duftur, and m. 
expulſion, without fault on my part, from the duties of my office. I am obedient, and wi 
continue to execute your commands as. far as is in my power. This is my anſwer to the plan, 
Act as you may think proper, I am obedient, and make no objections. 


Concludes as uſual. 


From Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAUN; written on the 21ſt of Jummad u- 
Saunee, or 24th May 1783. 8; : 


| Copy : Received at Calcutta, June 5th 1783. 
© Uſual introduction. | 3 | | 


I have on all occaſions ſhewn the readieſt obedience to the commands of the Governor General, 
and have conducted myſelf with the moſt profound and ſincere reſpect towards him; and moreover, 
I have conſtantly adviſed and counſelled you to be ſtedfaſt in your duty, obedience, and attach- 
ment to him ; and at this juncture eſpecially, when various and uncommon reports are circulating, 
that you ſhould exhibit greater proofs than before of your attachment and fidelity. If J have at an 
time, either in writing, or verbally, expreſſed myſelf diſreſpectfully towards the Governor General, 
or have ſpoken depreciatingly or reflectingly of him, or have countenanced of encouraged ſuch beha- 
ViOur in others, be pleaſed to declare it plainly to me in writing. I ſome time ſince wrote and deli- 
ered to you certain orders received from the Governor General; and at the time when I put them 
into 200 hands, I told you plainly and unambiguouſly, that many incendiaries, to bias the mind of 

e Governor General, to ruin the affairs of the Sircar, and to deſtroy the friendſhip ſubſifting be- 


tween you and me, have communicated, and will communicate, as mine, various calumnies which I 
ave never uttered. ; | 
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In order to remove every doubt and ſuſpicion, on every ground, I have 'communicated to yoy, - 
without ceremony, my real undiſguiſed ſentiments and intentions; over and above this, for your 


ſecurity and ſatisfaction in the execution of the general plan, I agreed, at your inſtance, to the 
Coulnameh, a copy of which comes incloſed. ith reſpect to the general plan, if there are an 
expreſſions therein which appear to convey refleQions or complaints againſt you, it is not material 
point them out to me, and they ſhall be altered in any manner you may think proper. My objeg 
25 been, by every poſſible means, in conjunction and in friendſhip with you, to carry the Governor 


General's commands into execution, and that no ſuſpicions. whatever ſhould exiſt on either ſide- 


What is the ſubſtance of the reports which have been circulated reſpecting the inſtability of the 
Governor General? Be pleaſed to inform me. I have endeavoured to promote the continuance of 


the friendſhip enge between us, and in no manner whatever has there been any failure on 


part; on the contrary, I have ſhewn great kindneſs to you. It is neceſſary that you ſhould anſwer 
all the particulars of this letter clearly, that improper and falſe reports may not hereafter be circulated, 


Concludes as uſual. 


From” HYDER BEG KHAUN to Mr. BRISTOW ; written on the 22d of Jummaud u 
'  Sauni, A. H. 1197, or 25th of May 1783. : TO, 


Copy: Received at Calcutta, 5th June 1783, "I 


Your favour of yeſterday, the 21ſt of Jummaud u' Sauni 1197, has arrived. With regard to 
the converſations reſpecting the Governor General, you have directed that I ſhall communicate them 
to you fully and particularly. I have repeatedly declared, that whenever you command me to write 
ant commit to paper the converſations which have paſt on any ſubject, I am without remedy, and 
muſt write that which is matter of fact; notwithſtanding, in writing on ſuch matters, I am appre- 
henſive of your anger. The reflections and cenſures which you have repeatedly uttered again the 
Governor General, together with the particulars reſpecting his diſmiſſion, are well known to yourſelf, 
It muſt be in your remembrance, that no other perſon was preſent at theſe converſations, ſo as to 
leave room for ſuſpicions of falſe repreſentations by any one. I, who am a dependant on the Go- 
vernor General, have for theſe five months paſt repeatedly heard from you accounts of the Gover- 
nor's diſmiſſion, and from the apprehenſions produced thereby, have paſſed my days and my nights 
like one half deprived of exiſtence; and the cenſures which you threw out againſt the Governor, 

uring the converſations reſpecting his diſmiſſion, were ſuch as tended to increaſe my aſtoniſhment 


and confuſion ; and my anxieties reſpecting my own ſituation were unremitting. At this juncture 
a letter has arrived from the Raja Gobind Raum, with information of the Governor's being continued 


or confirmed by the Council of England (1. e. the Court of Proprietors) which happy intelligence! 
conſider as the means of my future exiſtence. I am at all times obedient to your commands, and 
in every reſpect I neither have diſobeyed, nor do diſobey or object to them. To mention it is incon- 
ſiſtent with reſpect; but I never required a Coulnameh from you; you, of your own accord, under 
the pretence of the Governor's diſmiſſion, and the approaching arrival of other Gentlemen from 
Europe, propoſed a Bundabuſt and Coulnameh after a different form. Whenever you repeated to 

me the intelligence of the Governor's diſmiſſion, confounded and diſmayed, and cores from 

your temper, i was uſed to make no objection ; my anſwers wore the appearance of acquieſcence, 
and I oppoſed ſilence and procraſtination to your injunctions reſpecting the Coulnaumeh. As ſoon 


as . diſcovered my diflimulation on this ground, you then drew out and delivered to me a copy of 
_ 


oulnaumeh, and the copy of a plan of arrangement different from the former : Thoſe which you 
firſt propoſed to me muſt undoubtedly be in your remembrance. - I am in the ſituation of a ſervant, 
and the apprehenſions I entertain from your anger are great. It would be better that theſe matters 
ſhould remain undiſcloſed ; it is well; that which has actually paſt in converſation and in corre- 


of ſubordination. 


| ſpondence, without remedy, that I relate, notwithſtanding I confider it as inconſiſtent with the duties 


From Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAUN; written on the 23d of the Month of 
N Jummaud d Sauni, A. H. 1197, or 26th of May 1783. | 25 
Copy: Received at Caleutta 7th June 1783. 

Uſual introduction. 


Meer Mahummud Hooſſein Attau Khaun waits upon you with an account of the particulars 
wanting to the general plan. I requeſt that you will give orders for the neceſſary papers to be 


delivered. 


Concludes as uſual. 


Wi 


from Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAUN ; written on the 24th of Jummaud d 


\ 


Sauni, A. H. 1197, or 27th of May 1783. 


85 Copy: Received at Calcutta, 7th June 1783. 
Uſual introduction. | | 


Your letter of the 22d of the month Jummaud © Sauni, in reply to mine, concerning the ſlanderous 

reſentations of incendiaries, who have propagated, and continue to propagate, reports abſolutely 

contradictory to truth, has arrived—to my utter aſtoniſhment, My ſurprize and amazement at the 

contents thereof are beyond deſcription That you ſhould guide the pen of calumny, to write 

things which never once entered into my imagination, and relate ſuch circumſtances as theſe, of which 

T have no knowledge whatever. To reply at length to ſuch particulars, which are totally void of 
foundation and exiſtence, would be vain; except with reſpe& to the circumſtance of the Coul- 

naumeh, which you ſay was firſt propoſed by me. True, I was the firſt propoſer of this Coulnaumeh, 

and my motive for it was this; — when I ſaw, at the expiration of ſeven months, that owing to 

your procraſtinations, none of the affairs of the Surcor were brought to a concluſion, therefore, in 
order to promote a perfect reconcihation on your part, I propoſed the Coulnawmeh, purely for the 
purpoſe of carrying into execution the commands of the Governor General; that being united 

together, every poſſible means might be uſed by us jointly to give proſperity to the Nuvvaub's 

Government, and eaſe and happineſs to the people, which are the Governor General's firſt objects. 

And at the time when I was thus endeavouring to ſatisfy your mind, and reconcile your heart, you, 

in return, and contrary to truth, by miſinterpretations, fictions, and falſehoods, tranſmitted aily 
accuſations and complaints againſt me to the Governor General. 88 | 


I remember the anſwer which you gave to me when I propoſed the Coulnameh, which was c That 
« it had long been the wiſh of your heart ;” and calling me, with many praiſes and compliments on 
my underſtanding and generoſity, your benefactor, you declared, « 'That your life and fortune de- 
« pended on my kindneſs.” Notwithſtanding which, ſuch are the complaints and accuſations, totally 
devoid of truth, which you have written and tranſmitted ! _ By the bleſſing of God ſuch calumnies 
and groſs falſehoods will not meet with credit any where: And notwithſtanding this conduct on. your 
part, I am ready from my heart and ſoul to carry into execution the general plan, agreeably to 
the commands of the Governor General, and the other officers of the two Surcors. I requeſt that 
you will come to me to-morrow, as there are ſeveral matters of importance to be executed by us in 
conjunction with each other, | | | 


Concludes as uſual. . - 


From HYDER BEG KHAUN to Mr. BRISTOW ; written on the 24th of Jummaud d 
2 dgdauni, or 27th of May, at night. 


Copy: Received at Calcutta, 7th June 1783. 
Your favour arrived at twelve o'clock at night: In anſwer to what you have ſaid concerning 
your declarations reſpecting the Governor General, I am a ſervant, and you are the ruler, nor is 
it in my power to make falſe repreſentations. You have repeatedly, in the moſt particular and 
circumſtantial manner, mentioned the Governor's diſmiſſion, and thrown out reflections againſt 
him; in this particular J have not repreſented any thing contrary to the truth; all that you have 
ſaid with reſpect to me at certain times, and which I have repeated to you, with fear for my life and 
{ honour, that alſo I well remember. You are the ruler of the preſent time, and I am a ſervant 
under authority; whatever you ſhall command, in the plenitude of your power, with reſpe& thereto 
I am without remedy. I formerly repreſented to you, that in relating the matter of fact, I was 
under apprehenſions * your anger. a | 5 


From Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG KHAUN; written on the 3d of the Month Rujjub, 
| A. H. 1197, or 4th of June 1783. 


Copy: Received at Calcutta, June 17th 1783. 
Uſual introduction. OT, 


Agreeably to your advice, I wrote to the Nuvvaub Vizier of the empire. A copy of the 
occah which has arrived from his Highneſs, in reply, comes incloſed. Before the diſpatch of my 
Arzee to his Hi ghneſs, I repeatedly heard from you, that the houſe of the Nuvvaub Sahu Jung had 
been fixed upon, with his Highneſs's conſent, for the Foujdaree Adaulut, and that nothing remained, 
but to clear it of the property lodged therein : Noy the caſe appears to be different, 


That 
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the information of your welfare. 


E 16 J 5 a 


That whdch was determined with reſpe&t to Mukkoo Khaun, was determined in your preſencg; - 
and with your approbation ; no objections, with reſpect to propriety or impropriety, were then made, 


It is manifeſt and apparent, that by your regulations the eſtabliſhment of the Adaulut, and the 
protection of the city have not been effected; but on the contrary, that the evils appear to be 
daily encreaſing. Therefore, from an attention to,the general trariquillity, to my own ſafety; and 
the ſafety of my dependants, I cannot negle& the means neceſſary to their ſecurity, as it appears, 
from the contents of his Highneſs's ſhoccah, that you neglect to exert yourſelf in the due manage. 
ment of theſe affairs, on which the ſafety of both life and property depend: I therefore am not 
anſwerable for the good or bad conſequences thereof. I conſider prolixity as productive of unnecef. 
ſary trouble to us both; and from a ſuppoſition that perhaps the contents of the Governor General 
letter (which I formerly incloſed to you in one from NR, may be forgotten, therefore I again 
ou to you the copy of a paragraph worthy of conſideration, from the letter of the Governor 
Jeneral, CA 1 ; | 


Concludes as uſual. 


From the NUVVAUB VIZIER to Mr. BRISTOW. 


Your letter, informing me that the year is expired, and the Bundobuſt for the new year about to 
be ſettled ; and therefore propoſing that I ſhall return to Lucknow, and perſonally put in train the 


affairs of the ſucceeding year, has arrived, has diſcloſed its contents, and given me ſatisfaction by 


I underſtand that you are cauſing the houſe of the late Nuvvaub Shau Jung to be cleared out for 
the Adaulut, and that you have impriſoned Mukhou Khaun, the Cutwal of the city, on account of 


an attack made by banditti on the Dookhaun of Juvvauhir Mull. It is matter of great aftoniſh- 


ment to me that my people ſhould confider your orders as equivalent to mine, and that ous at the 
inſtigation of ſelf-interefted people, ſhould be induced to entertain ſuch intentions, which appear 
highly inconfiſtent with the friendſhip due from you. I write to you, therefore, to put a ſtop to the 
proceedings reſpecting the houſe of the Nuvvaub Shau Jung, and to make uſe of the place allotted 


by me for the Adaulut, and to ſet Mukhou Khaun at liberty; fince Mukhou Khaun has not that 


number of rs and people with him as can enable him to guard and cover the city, which is of 
great length and extent, from robberies and the aſſaults of. banditti ; it is therefore requiſite that, 
from regard to the friend{hip between us, and to juſtice, you ſet him at liberty, 7 


With reſpect to what you have written concerning my return to Lucknow, in order to put the 
affairs of the Surcar in train, the aſſignment of the Tunkhaw of the Engliſh Surcor is, by God's. 
favour, perfect and complete, nor is there any defect in it; and for the management of all the 
affairs of my country and Government, Hyder Beg Khaun has full authority from me, and is con- 
ſtantly employed in the management of thoſe affairs. In fact, for ſome ſhort time TI ſhall not return; 
when my excurſion is finiſhed, and a bridge prepared, which will be ſhortly, I ſhall croſs over my 
troops, and ſhall return, taking the amuſement of the chace in my way. 5 


Concludes as uſual. 


EXTRACT from a Letter to HYDER BEG KHAUN from the GOVERNOR GENERAL; 
: written on the 20th October, 1782, and encloſed to Mr. BRISTOW.  _ 


I write this thus plainly to. you, from two motives ; the firft is, to ſhew how thin the veil is by 
which you attempt to cover this policy ; and of courſe to convince you, that I ſhall receive and con- 
{true every ſimilar declaration, however made to me from the eee and every letter written 
in his name, tending to deſtroy or leſſen the friendſhip ſubſiſting between us, as your declaration, 
as your letter: The ſecond is, that as I do not ſo much aſcribe theſe artifices to you, as to the 
evil councils and encouragements which you have lately received from other perſons, whoſe names 
I need not mention, you may ſee and know on what terms you may expect hereafter to retain 


that friendſhip and ſupport which I have hitherto given you. For the reft I refer you to Mr. 


Briſtow, to whom, both verbally and in writing, I have communicated every tittle of my ſentiments, 
intentions, and expectations upon this ſubject. ff... 


From HYDER BEG KHAUN to Mr. BRISTOW ; written on the 3d of the Month Rujjub, 


A. H. 11997, or 4th of June, 1783. 


Your favour has arrived—I am a ſervant—What can I preſume to ſay in reply I Such is the 
degree of conſideration in which I ſtand with you, that Jam condemned for not perſorming impoſ⸗ 
ſibilities. In the ſpirit of obedience and ſubmiſſion to your commands, I have from an e 

. |; ? | | 1 
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fon for my honour, done many things without the knowledge, and contrary to the pleaſure of his 
Highneſs, and am day and night employed in fulfilling your pleaſure. Notwithſtanding which, the 

only praiſes I have heard from you have been reproaches: Yet have I never been deficient in ful - 
filling your every command on every ſubject; and I am till, with folded arms, ready to receive 
them. When I look back with the minuteſt attention into my paſt conduct, I cannot diſcover my 
crimes; to the fatality of the times it muſt be imputed, that after ſix years ſervice exerted in the 
affairs of the Company's Surcor, with credit and applauſe, I am now condemned by you without 
cauſe, and on the moſt trifling grounds, 8 | 5 


Vou ſpoke to me repeatedly reſpecting the Bundobuſt for the new year, notwithſtanding the 
preſent year is not near expired. In conſequence of your importunities I repreſented to you that 
his Highneſs was the Maſter and Prince of the country, and that you muſt call him back to Luck- 
now. Fe to your deſire his Highneſs made two marches towards this place, and is about to 
arrive. I have ſent to you the Shoccah which came to your addreſs. 


His Highneſs allotted the building in which the Dewannee Cutchary, and others, were formerly held, 
for the Cutchary of Adaulut, and the Mouluvvee Mahummud Mubbeen approved of the place you 
were pleaſed to forbid it; the cauſe of * forbidding it I cannot preſume to mention. You were 
pleaſed to require the Dewaun Khauneh of the Nuvvaub Shau Jung: His 'Highneſs, conſtantly re- 
plied, that he had allotted a place, and that the Cutchary might be held there. As ſoon as his High- 
neſs had taken leave po and proceeded on his hunting excurſion, when you peremptorily ordered 
the Dewaun Khaneh of the Nuvvaub Shau Jung, I wrote an Erzee on the ſubject to his Highneſs, 
who wrote to me in reply, that property belonging to him was contained therein, and that I ſhould de- 
fire you to let the matter be poſtponed till his return; to which you conſented. Onthe day of exami- 
nation reſpecting the robbery, you angrily directed that the Dewaun Khaneh of Nuvvaub Shau Jung 
ſhould be cleared for the purpoſe of holding the Adaulut Cutchary therein that very day ; adding, that 
you would liſten to no excuſes whatever. I repreſented that the property contained therein Rod 
to his Highneſs. You replied, By my orders remove it.“ One of your Chobedars attended me. I 
ſent the meſſage to his Highneſs's Khaunſaumaun agreeably to you commands, and your Chobedar alſo 
contains your orders. After this I repreſented to you that it was not cuſtomary to remove the 
property of the pooreſt perſon from his habitation, without the conſent of the owner. His High- 
neſs was offended with me, demanding to know why I preſumed to remove his, property. And theſe 
are the angry declarations which I receive from you. That the objections are not his Highneſs's, 
« but mine. His Highneſs, on the other hand, reprehends me, and demands to know why I remove 
his property; adding, that he had appointed a place for the Cutchary, and that the Adaulut Cut- 
chary might be held there. Do me the juſtice to reflect, ſo circumſtanced, what is it in my power 
to do? By both parties I am reproved and reprehended, without the exiſtence of a cauſe. The Adaulut 
Cutchary is the Adaulut Cutchary every where. With reſpect to what you ſay concerning Mukhou 
Khain—on the day the Banditti attacked the houſe of the merchant, Mukhou Khaun, wt, the bro- 
ther of the Mouluvva, and the Cutwaul, on the part of the Mouluvva, were in confinement before I 
waited upon you. On my arrival I was called to account in the language of the day of judg- 
ment. You repeatedly ſaid that the robbery was committed with the connivance of Mukhou Khaun, 
and that you would put him to death ; I, as correſponding with obedience and ſubmiſſion, had not 
the power to make any reply, but ſuch as implied belief and acknowledgment. 


You are pleaſed to ſay, that it is manifeſt and apparent that by the regulations the eſtabliſhment 
of the Adaulut, and the ſecurity of the city, have not been effected. The juſt and fair ſtate of the 
caſe is this:—By much importunity, before your arrival, I cauſed the Moulluvvee Mahummud 
Mubbeen Khaun to be appointed Daurogeh of Adaulut ; which circumſtance the Mouluvvee himſelf 
has repeatedly. declared to you. According to the modes and forms of Adaulut agreeably to the 
inſtitutions of us Mahummadans, as eſtabliſhed in the Governments of the Princes and Ameers 
of Hindoſtan from the beginning of the world, the Daurogeh of Adaulut ſhall in all cauſes 
brought before him decide thereon, and paſs judgment agreeably to the Shurreh ; in ſuch manner is 
the Mouluvvee impowered to act. Before your cn, he decided on the cauſes brought before 
him, nor has judgment been ſuſpended or delayed in any cauſe decided by him, by undue influence, 
or from any other motive whatever. The chaſtiſement of thefts and robberies, and the protection 
of the country and the city, are duties appertaining to the prince of the country; nor, according 
to the cuſtoms and practices of us Mahummudans, has the Daurogeh of the Adaulut any connection 
therewith, Such events as robberies and aſſaults made by Banditti, are neither new nor uncommon z 
ſuch accidents have occaſionally happened in all ages, and in every part of this empire. In like manner, 
the neceſlary remedies have been applied by the Princes thereof. Thus, when the late Nuvvaub Shuja 
u Dowlah, with a numerous army, and a brigade of the Engliſh forces, was encamped at Shahabad, 
an attack was made on the Bankers of the Bazar, ſeveral of the Shroffs and people of the camp 
were killed and wounded. In the cantonments of the brigade at Cawnpore two ſimilar attacks 
were made by Boondalekhund Banditti, from the other ſide of the 2 and ſeveral people 
were wounded. Such accidents as theſe have happened in other places, both far and near, 
notwithſtanding the rulers thereof were, by God's favour, competent and active in the conduct of 
gen- Sovernmental affairs. The relation of ſimilar inſtances would be endleſs, nor are ſuch circum- 
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ftances to be imputed to the inattention of Government ; whenever ſuch accidents have.ha ene 
Princes have detached troops to chaſtiſe the offenders. In this empire of Hindoſtan the office 

Daurogeh of Adaulut has not been eſtabliſned for the apprehending and — to puniſhnient 
. : Here alſo the neceſſary precautions have at all times been taken. "Thus, during the 
diſturbance at Benares, his Ba and we, the Miniſters, were at Chunar; the tranquillity: of 


* 


the city was then ſecured by the Peadas of the Sehbundee, under the direction of Ta Tikait Roy.z 
and this very Mukhoo Khaun was at the time preſent here, 'or in office, yet, throug 


the favour. of 
God, no accident whatever happened on that occaſion. I have now. ſtationed guards round the 
city; and am wang. my endeayours to repair the miſchief which has happened. I have alread 


LS 
, 
{ 


informed you reſpecting the implements of robbery taken from the Banditti Zemindars, and delivered 


up, and I have diſpatched people to. chaſtiſe thoſe villages which have been pointed out as the 


receptacles of theft and robbery.” I have written to the Aumils to the ſame effect. The Zemin⸗ 
dars of the villages, from the apprehenſion of puniſhment, have abſconded, and ſecreted them-' 


ſelves ; and the people ſent by me are lying in wait to apprehend them. In a few. days the reſult 'v 


the meaſures taken in conſequence of the late robbery ſhall be made known to you. 


* * 


This accident is imputed to my negligence and inattention : I am a ſervant, and am deemed 
every way culpable by you; in other words, I am condemned for not performing impoſlibilities. 
Whatever may be your pleaſure, you will act 8 thereto, no one has the power to object; 
for the truth is, that you are the ruler, and his Highneſs, and we, the Miniſters, are ſubject to your 
authority. Your intentions in the affair of the Adaulut are evident, and under this pretence you 
have fixed blame upon me. Your determination is to effect the object of your intentions.” 'You 
are the ruler and maſter, and will act, in the fulneſs of your power, as you may think proper. 
The pleaſure of his Highneſs is, that the bufineſs of the Adaulut ſhall be under the management of 


the Mouluvvee Mahummud Mubbeen, and that all matters of litigation ſhall be decided agreeably 


to the Shurreh. Your ſecret determinations is of a different nature. Such being thecaſe, why de 
you throw blame upon us? Act agreeably to your pleaſure ; the ſubject of authority have no 
reſource but ſubmiſſion and acquieſence. Re ing your ſuſpicions, that the objections are not 
his Highneſs's, but mine, his 4 der is at hand, be pleaſed to require from him an explanation 
upon oath; and it will then be known whether the objections are mine, or whether they are his 
Highneſs's objections. e | TOP RT, roy, e 6. EN RO 


Rujjub, A. H. 1197, or 5th of June, 1783. 


From Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG RHAWN ; written on the 4th of the Month of 


Wi Copy: Received at Calcu a, June 17th, 1782. 
| Uſual introduction. * and Jone e 270. 


Vour letter, in reply to mine, relating to the Adaulut, &c. has arrived; I am made acquainted 


with the contents thereof. Vou write that, correſponding to obedience and ſubmiſſion, and under 


apprehenſions for your honour, you have. done many things by my directions, without cle 


knowledge, and contrary to the pleaſure of his Highneſs, and that you are day and night employed 


in fulfilling my pleaſure. My friend, you have repeatedly and continually wrote to me, magnihed 
declarations of your obedience, but I have not hitherto diſcovered any the leaſt ſign of its exi- 
tence; and reſpecting the tranſacting affairs without the knowledge, and contrary to the pleaſure of 
his Highneſs, I have conſtantly forbidden, and do forbid you to do it. Thus when J obtained knoy- 
ledge of your accuſtomed practice to apply the ſeal to Perwaunehs without his Highneſs's knowledge, 


— 
#4 


I forbid it in the ſtrongeſt terms, as a thing which would be productive of much miſchief to you. 


As far as the duties of friendſhip extended, I have with the un ſincerity urged to you the bad 


conſequences of it; but fince that advice has made no impreſſion upon you, and that you” are con- 
ſtantly bringing this circumſtance forward, you will take the conſequences upon yourſelf. I have 
faid, that if any I wa buſineſs ſhould occur, ſuch as I could not allow to be poſtponed or fuſpended, 
that in ſuch caſe I would carry it into execution by my own authority ; but hitherto it has never 
come to paſs that I have exerciſed that authority; and by God's favour, the friendſhip between 
his Highneſs and the Governor General is ſo firmly eſtabliſhed and cemented, that in the end every 
thing will be ſettled and concluded agreeably to the pleaſure of both. If you have done many 
things in this way, the act is yours—T have nothing to do with it. 


ReſpeCting the frequency of robberies, which you ſay have happened at all periods : True—Ex- 
amples of robberies are to be met with from the earlieſt times; effectually to prevent and eradicate 
ſuch evils is impoſſible, notwithſtanding, except by the eſtabliſhment of the Foujdaree Adaulut. It 


was not my intention to engage in the fruitleſs labour of ſuch a long and tedious correſpondence- 


From neceſſity I have briefly written thus much. 
Concludes as uſual, 


From 
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From HYDER BEG KHAUN to Mr. BRISTOW, written on the 4th of Rujjub, A. H. 
///... ͤ d IREL 


Uſual introdudtion. 5 | 


Your favour has arrived ;—you are the ruler ;—all your commands, on all occaſions, I have 
obeyed. Why do you blend or confound your preceding and ſubſequent orders together? as 
long as you continued to demand of me © why I introduced the name of his Highneſs” adding, 
« that which I direct, you muſt perform, and not allow the execution thereof to depend on his 
« Highneſs's knowledge, or want of knowledge reſpecting it, otherwiſe it will not be well for you 
L agreeably to your orders did as you directed. From various cauſes, which to relate would be 
inconſiſtent with reſpect, you ſay, that meaſures muſt not be. carried .into execution without his. 
Highneſs's knowledge and approbation ; I act accordingly: And on this ground. alſo, reſpecting 
ack matters which you direct to he done, and which his Highneſs thinks proper to diſapprove of 
and object to, you are pleaſed to expreſs your reſentment and anger againſt me; aſſerting, that 
theſe objeRions are not his Highneſs's, but mine; this being the caſe, in juſtice refle& on theſe your 
own commands. Vou have faid, that as ſoon as you was informed of my accuſtomed practice, you 
forbid it, directing that meaſures ſhould not be executed without the approbation of his Highneſs : 
Be pleaſed to conſider the nature of your own commands; and whether what has been done apper- 
tained to me, or depended on your orders; and conſequent 50 whether the accuſtomed practice was 
mine or yours: When you have commanded any thing to be done with peremptorineſs and paſſion, 
in obedience to yu I have done it; whatever orders have been given at different times, the cir- 
cumſtances of thoſe times are ſeparate, or diſtin from each other. What advantage could follow 
to me, in this buſineſs, that I ſhould do ſuch things without the knowledge, and contrary to the 
pleaſure of his Highneſs ? e Es 


It is undoubted that the Governor General has, and will continue to have, a great regard and 
friendſhip for his Highneſs. His Highneſs alſo is devoted to the Governor's pleaſure, nor heſitates 


in any manner whateyer to fulfil it. 


The two following Letters from Sir OHN CUMMING having been received and circu- 
lated, are alſo recorded. | : e 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 4 | | 9 

I have the honour to inform your Honourable Board, that the depredatious committed by the 

dieks in his Excellency's dominions, and the apprehenſions of Kill greater damage, have rendered 

it unavoidably neceſſary to detach two regiments, with a proportion of artillery, under the com- 

mand of Lieutenant Colonel Knudfon, towards Anopſheer. The copies of the correſpondence be- 
tween the Reſident and me, which accompany this letter, make it unneceſlary to enter into parti- 

culars, as it would be only a repetition of circumſtances therein contained. I am of opinion that 
the march of this detachment will effectually relieve the Vizier's diftrits ; ſhould it prove other- 
wiſe, I propoſe marching with two more regiments to ſome convenient place on the Jumna, oppo- 
ſite Anopſheer, where the ſmallneſs of the diſtance will render a junction eaſy, and to be effected, 
if requiſite, in a few hours. In the meaſures I have adopted, I have not loſt ſight of the caution 
ſo ſtrongly enjoined by your Honourable Board againſt detaching ; but I think it, on the preſent 
occaſion, indiſpenſably requiſite, both for the ſecurity of the Vizier's territories, and to convince 
the native powers of our readineſs on all occaſions to ſupport him againſt his enemies, whether 
foreign or domeſtic. IE? 9 5 eee 


+ © 


LI hope the opinions I have given to the Vizier and Reſident, and the ſteps I have taken, will 
mect with the approbation of your Honourable 12 and I wiſh much for the honour of havin 


+. $4520 4 | 8 
your ſentiments made known to me on this occaſi 


. 
1 Ghur, 155 Il have the honour to be, &c. , 
16th March 1783. ff JOHN CUMMING. 


COPY of a Letter from the Reſident to Colonel Sir JOUN CUMMING. 

13 Sir, wo So | | 2 8 AY EY | | | 2 
The incloſed Perſian paper is an Arzee from the Naib of Com Gunge to Almas Ali Khan, con- 
taining intelligence relative to the Seiks ; the ſtyle is very confuſed, hardly intelligible in many parts. 
he inconſiderable force which has reſiſted the Seiks may juſtly flatter us with hopes that the enemy 

cannot be very formidable. The diſſenſions among the Chiefs at Delhi have furniſhed an opportu- 


ut) to the Seiks to advance in larger bodies to the Vizier's frontiers than they have — 5 
| | ns en 
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been accuſtomed to do; and from every intelligence I can obtain, we may reaſonably expect they will 
continue their attempts upon his Excellency's dominions. As Khoja Aineedin did, on the fut 
appearance of the enemy, repreſent that he had entertained additional troops, he was immediate. 
ly directed to diſmiſs them, and has not been allowed for their ſubſiſtence ; the Miniſter has recom. 
mended a regiment to be ſtationed at ſuch Gauts as will, by this arrangement, be left unguarded. 
He propoſes that the troops now ſtationed at them may be employed in the collections. Before! 


' adviſe the Vizier on the ſubject, I take the liberty to apprize you of the requeſt, that you may fur. 


niſh me with your opinion. 


I beg leave to obſerve, that as the Honourable Governor General and Council highly diſapproye 
of detachments, unleſs upon the moſt emergent occaſions, I have cautiouſly avoided recommendin 
them. It appears however very likely, that a detachment of the Honourable Company's troops 
will be neceſlary in Rohilcund. In ſuch caſe, agreeably to my inſtructions, it is my duty to ap. 
ply to the Commanding Officer at Chunar Ghur, to affiſt the Vizier with a reinforcement to join 
the troops under your command, that you may always remain with a reſpectable collected force. 
The Honourable Board are the more anxious on this head, as the ſituation of Almas Ali Khan ren. 
ders it proper to awe his conduct; and I could wiſh you would ſpecify the detachment you could 
ſpare for the ſervice of Rohilcund. The Seiks have been repulſed by ſuch inconſiderable bodies 


of the Vizier's troops, that a regiment is the greateſt force ever mentioned to me, either by the 


Vizier, the Miniſter, or Khojah Ainuddeen, as neceſſary. 


Almas Ali Khan is now at Lucknow: He has regularly paid the Company's aſſignments; but as 
his power will be reduced after the collections may be completed, I think it my duty to apprize 
you of this circumſtance, in order to explain the expediency of keeping a reſpectable body of 
troops under your command at your. preſent ſtation, in preference to your marching to Rohil- 
cund, according to your former propoſition ; it being well ſituated to prevent his executing any 
ſcheme prejudicial to the Vizier's intereſts, | l | " 20 


I requeſt you will inform me what number of cavalry you may deem requiſite to act with the 
officers now ſtationed with the Sezawel of Ferruckabad, in caſe at any future period the Seiks ſhould 
actually enter the neighbouring parts of the country. I requeſt your opinion alſo, on the ſtation 
a detachment, if you deem any neceſſary, ſhould occupy on the frontiers of the province of Etajah 


or Furuckabad, there to remain until ſuch time as all apprehenſions of the Seiks may ſubſide: 


Almas Alli Khan has pointed out ſome poſt between Anopſher and Jellaly, becauſe it would cover 


his diſtricts, 


T have entered into a detail of theſe circumſtances, that you may be enabled to a& upon emer- 
gencies ; and I ſhall heartily unite with you in every meaſure that appears neceſſary for the preſer- 


vation of the peace of the Vizier's dominions. I omitted to inform you, that Quabita Khan had 


ceded the fort of Suhertal to the Seiks, with a view, as is ſuſpected, of favouring their operations 


_ againſt his Excellency's frontiers, as alſo to relieve his own country from their depredations. I 


beg leave to acquaint you, that I have communicated the intelligence received reſpecting the 
Seiks to Colonel Morgan. 


I am directed by his Excellency the Vizier to convey to you his approbation of the ſtep you took 


in ſtrengthening the detachment with the Sezawel of Ferruckabad. 


You will greatly oblige me by obſerving ſecrecy in all matters relative to Almas Ali Khan. 15 


| I am, &c. 2 3 
Lucknow. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,. 
5th March 1783. 7 KReſident at the Vizier's Court 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to JOHN BRISTOW, Eſquire, 
| Reſident, &c. &c. Ne e Bgg. N 


Sir 9 . | 1 | 1 
I have received your letter of the 5th inſtant, with ſome papers of intelligence incloſed; by m 
own intelligence I find that there are many Seiks diſperſed about the country in ſeparate bodies, but 
though they are formidable to the natives, they cannot be fo to our troops. It is probable that as 
Kojah Ainuddeen Khan had entertained a body of troops to oppoſe them, for which he received no 
allowance, his repreſentation may be much exaggerated, with a view to obtaining ſome allowance 
or abatement in revenue. It is, however, neceſſary for the preſervation of the Vizier's dominions 
and the honour of our own arms, that a ſtop ſhould be put to the predatory incurſions of the 

Seiks. I am ready therefore to take any ſteps which may be agreeable to the Vizier. 1 


"Yo . 


s > — — ho 40 


the common Indoſtan horſe, which 


| N with the officers of Government, I _ utterly deprived of the means of informa- 


641 ) 


You inform me that the Miniſter has propoſed ſtationing a regiment at the Gauts, I ſuppoſe he 
means thoſe at preſent occupied by Cojah Ainuddin's troops, who are to be withdrawn and employed 
in the collections; 5 mention alſo that the Governor nay and Council highly diſapprove: of 
detaching, for which reaſon you cautiouſly avoid recommending it. I apprehend the intention of 
the Board is, that a force ſhould be always collected in readineſs to oppoſe the ſudden attempt of 
an enemy, who might endeavour to diſturb the upper provinces, and itt, to preſerve the diſcipline 
of the troops; at the ſame time they undoubtedly mean to aſſiſt the Vizier in the internal Govern- 
ment of his dominions, when it does not claſh with more important views. I gave it you as my 
opinion, both in converſation and by letter, that it would be always neceſſary to have at leaſt three 


regiments, collected at this ſtation ; a force which I think equal to any that can ſuddenly appear on 


the frontiers. + 


I now beg leave to make two propoſals, which J requeſt you will ſubmit to the Vizier; the one 
is, that a ſingle regiment ſhould be ſtationed ſome where near Ram Gaut, on the eaſt ſide of the 
Ganges ; I mention angus the eaſt ſide, becauſe I think it dangerous to truſt ſo ſmall a force 
on the other fide, where it would be expoſed to the attacks of the Seiks ; ſhould they aſſemble in a 


large force, the rapidity of their motions would put it out of my power to afford timely relief, at ſo 
great a diſtance. | | ee SA = 2 1 


The other propoſal is, that two regiments ſhould be detached under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Knudſon, and ſtationed a few coſs above or below Anopſheer, on the weſtern fide of the 
Ganges; I ſhould have no objection to truſting two regiments on the weſtern ſide, becauſe I think 
them a force equal to the largeſt body of cavalry the Seiks could bring, until a reinforcement could 
be ſent from this ſtation. - © EE . 3 5 


As J am ſenſible the Vizier will pay the utmoſt deference to the advice you give him, I wiſh you 
to conſider theſe propoſals with attention. Whatever may be the Vizier's determination, I ſhall in- 


ſtantly obey his orders, which I requeſt may be expreſs and poſitive. 


Should the latter propoſal be adopted, and it ſtill continue neceſſary to aſſiſt the Sezawil of Fer- 
ruckabad, I intend to relieve the 11th regiment, which being a very good one, ſhall make part of 
the detachment. Should it happen, though I think it ſcarcely poſſible, that two regiments prove 
unequal to the ſervice, I ſhall hold myſelf, with two other regiments, in readineſs to march at a 
moment's. notice, upon the firſt intimation from Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon. In ſuch event I 


| ſhould be under the neceſſity of withdrawing the battalion from the Sezawil, that I might be enabled 


to leave a regiment here; and it muſt. readily occur to you, that under ſuch circumſtances no time 
ought to be Toft. The delay which muſt attend giving notice to you and the Vizier might be pro- 
ductive of fatal conſequences. This is an event, which, though improbable, may happen; I men- 


tion it now that you may have time to conſider and judge of it. 


You obſerve that a regiment is the greateſt force mentioned to you as neceſſary, either by the 
Vizier, the Miniſter, or Chia Ainudden ; ſhould one regiment only be detached, I ſhall have four 
remaining, including that with the Sezawil. If two are detached, I ſhall have three, a force in my 
opinion ſufficient to prevent any bad conſequences from the reſentment of Almas. 


. You requeſt my opinion with reſpect to the number of cavalry requiſite to be employed with 
the detachment now aſſiſting the Sezawals. If the two regiments, as propoſed, march towards 


Anopſheer, I would recommend their being joined by whatever cavalry you may be able to obtain 


from the Vizier. I cannot fix any partieular number. I can only obſerve that the more cavalry are 
employed on the ſervice, the more effectually will the peace of the country be ſecured: You are 
the beſt judge of what number you can obtain. The neceſſity of cavalry is ſo ſtrikingly obvious, 
that it is needleſs to ſtate it. If any, be ſent, I requeſt they may be the beſt the Vizier has, and not 
\Bivtead of protecting, 3 plunder the country. N 


The opinion I have given with reſpe& to ſtationing a detachment near Anopſheer, coincides with 


| that of Almas. A detachment ſtationed in that vincinity, at the ſame time that it protects Rohil- 


cund, will protect Almas's diſtricts alſo : I repeat the opinion I have formerly given, that the effect 


of troops will always be felt 30 or 40 coſs below their ſtation, but not far above it. 


You mention that Zebita Khan has ceded to the Seiks the fort of Sukertal, with a view to favour 
their operations againſt the Vizier's dominions, and to relieve his own country from their depreda- 


tions, Sukertal, I underſtand, is not a fort, but was formerly an intrenched camp of the Ro- 


hillas, and of no great ſtrength: It is about 18 coſs diſtant from Darannugger. 
Lam inclined to think the ceffion of little importance. Si 
, In conſequence of your late addreſs to the Board, they have been pleaſed to prohibit my corre- 


OL. III. tion, 
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tion, except what obtain through common Hircarrahs, on whoſe reports T can place little 158 a 
pendance. It reſts with you to furniſh me with intelligence, ſince I can obtain it through no other 


channel. | 
4 I am, &. OO 
March 9th, 1783, 5 (Signed) JOHN CUMMI NG, 
Futty Ghur. | 1 55 Col. | 


COPY of a Letter from the RESIDENT at the Vizier's Court to Colonel Sir JOHN 
ö ; | CUMMING. ; x 
1 had the honour to addreſs you on the 5th inſtant, on the ſubject of the operations 
of the Seiks, requeſting your opinion on a plan propoſed by the Minifter for ee troops 
| at ſuch gauts as may be unguarded. Almas Ali Khan having ſince received letters from his 
| Naibs at Cas Gunge, copies of which I encloſe for your information, I loſt no time in ſoli- 
citing the Vizier's inſtructions for your immediately making ſuch detachments from your corps, 
as you may judge neceſſary for covering the frontier, though I entertain little doubt but that te 
apprehenſions expreſſed in theſe letters have greatly exaggerated the force of the enemy; as well as 
the miſchief done to the country. 7 8 | N 8 „ 


L 


I take the liberty alſo to incloſe you an extract of a letter, dated the 2d inſtant, from Major Browns 
at Agra on the ſame ſubject. | Tg 


He ͤ et Me a eee  r  CCCCCCCOTS 
- 


. 1 have, &c. 3 
1oth March, 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
7 | | 128 Reſident at the Vizier's Court, | 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to the RESIDENT at the Viziers | 
1 Court. e e 


I have received your letter of the roth inſtant, with the incloſures. The Perſian papers of in- 
telligence have been tranſlated, from which it appears that the Seiks have deſtroyed ſeveral villages. 
I apprehend, however, they are not very conſiderable in value and importance. 9 45 


The opinion I gave you in my laſt letter is applicable to the preſent caſe. If two regiments, 
with a body of the Vizier's horſe, are ſtationed at or near to Anopſheir, the Seiks would not 
venture in a large body to come lower down in the Dooab: Though they might eſcape the purſuit 

of our infantry, they would not be able to 1 off any great age particularly grain and cattle, 
which are the principal things they can lay hold of. The breadth of the Dooab at Anopſhier does 
not exceed 20 coſs: But I would not have you and the Vizier think that it will be in the power 
of infantry alone to totally prevent ſmall parties of the enemy's horſe from plundering and de- 
ſtroying the villages. Their motions are extremely rapid, and I have been informed, that when they 
plundered Soorun, they marched near 3o coſs in one night. Ros. 


5 >” II ! 
Futty Ghur, (Signed) JOHN CUM MNG, 


COPY of a Letter from the RESIDENT at the Vizier's Court to Colonel Sir JOHN 
CUMMING. 1 1 9 80 No 


Fir N : O07 
I have received, your letter of the gth inſtant. I beg leave to inform you that there are 
one thouſand and twenty-two cavalry, and four battalions of fepoys, or two thouſand and eighty- 
ſeven infantry, ſtationed at the: gauts about Darangger. a wee 


- This force has hitherto proved 'equal to repelling the attacks of the Seiks, and Khoja Ainudden 
Khan told me, upon the taking leave a foi days ſince, without my putting the queſtion to 
him, that he deemed the troops under his command equal to any fervice that was likely to occur. 
This obviates the Miniſter's plea, ſtated to you in my letter of the 5th inſtant, that a reinforce” 
ment would be neceſſary in conſequence of the reductions which had been made of his troops: 
If the aid of the detachment under your command ſhould be required in any part of -Rohilcund, it 
will probably occur in the countries held by Merza Mahomed Cazym, greats ; 1 all 


o 1 4 


J ſhall continue to tranſmit to you every information that "ey come to. my knowledge; but in 
order to prevent delay, I have adviſed his Excellency to di his Aumils Khojah 1 
Mirza Mahomed Cazym, Almaſs Ali Khan, and Mahomed Beg, to convey to Colonel Mor- 
gan and you the earlieſt intelligence of the motions of the Seiks. The incloſed Perſian paper (No. 5) 
is a copy of his Excellency's orders on this ſubject. | CES 


T have alſo the pleaſure to incloſe (No. 2) Extracts of Papers of News tranſmitted to me by Col. 
Morgan, which correſpond with thoſe I have received. No, 3 and 4 are a letter, with the Perſian 


O 


paper from Major Browne, mentioned to be incloſed in it. 
J ſhall, agreeably to your advice, endeavour as ſoon as poſſible to * cavalry fied the Widow 
to act with the troops under your command. | | | 


I have ſubmitted your propoſals to his Excellency's conſideration. He approves your detaching 

Lieut. Col. Knudſon, with two regiments of ſepoys, and four ſix pounders, to take poſt a few 

coſs either above or below Anopſheer, on the weſtern ſide of the Ganges, as may be moſt con- 

venient to protect Rohileund, Vou have now full information of every fact before you; and the 

Vizier repoſes entire confidence in your judgment in theſe matters, and therefore leaves it at your 
diſcretion to order the detachment to march without further delay, or elſe altogether to ſtop it. 

In forming your determination, his Excellency requeſts you will: conſular the advantage to his 
dominions by the appearance of a reſpectable d troops ſtationed on the frontiers, which will 

quiet the minds of his ſubjects, and inſure the collections. | EN pa : 


The Honourable Board's orders are ſo very peremptory againſt detachments, except in emer- 

encies, that you will determine if the preſent ſervice falls under that deſcription—in my opinion it 

ces ; and as you inform me the ſeparation of the troops upon the propoſed plan can be made 
with ſecurity, 1 ſhould imagine the reaſons for the meaſure are ſtronger than thoſe againſt it. 


The detachment will probably not be required after the ſetting · ͤn of the periodical rains. 


Lucknow, | I have, &c, F 3 N 
14 March 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
” ee 20 | ho Reſidt. at the Vizier's Court. 


TRANSLATION of the Copy of an Arzee from AZIMOLDEEN KHAN, and SHICK 
 KHERAMUT ULLA, addreſſed to ALMAS ALI KHAN, wrote the 25th of Rebailawel 
of the preſent year of the Kegera. CO Re DOR. 1 . 
The day before 8 we wrote you an account of the battle we had with the Sieks, and 
the victory, which, by God's grace, we gained over them. The letter was ſent 2 an Hircarrah, 
and we hope you have received it. The Sieks marched yeſterday from Bedorea to Kerſeri, which is 
on the river's ſide, and about 4 Coſs from Caſs Gunge. We ſhall ſee what is the pleaſure of God. 
We ate, by the favour of God, and under the auſpices of your Excellency, determined and ready ; 
ſhould they return, we ſhall behave like good ſervants. Fearing that you would think we 
exaggerated, we wrote you in a former Arzee that there were 25,000 of the enemy's horſe ; but after 
examination, and ſeeing with our own eyes, we are aſſured that there are 40,000 and upwards. The 
country is defenceleſs, and quite a defart ; particularly Soorun Boodreah, Beloya Kegeri, and Caſs 
Gunge, IF and village are the fame; God knows, there is not the ſmalleſt trace of goods 
or cattle. It is unknown whether the Rebe crop be planted or not. In this deplorable ſtate, and 
the total loſs of every thing, we know not what will be the event. We hope you will repreſent 
the contents of our Arzee to the Vizier and the Engliſh Gentlemen. The collections of this country 
are at an end, and we cannot prevent the miſchief, It will be difficult even to retain poſſeſſion of 
the country, If ſuch be the ſituation of things, God is our guardian. We thought it right to 
repreſent every thing is in the utmoſt confuſion. ., Cas Gunge, which was faved, by the grace of 
God, and under your auſpices, by a battle, of which we preſume you have had intelligence through 
other channels beſides our Arzee, is the only place which remains unplundered. We ſhall not 
be in the ſmalleſt degree remiſs in our exertions to defend it in future. We are ready to facrifice 
our lives, but, by the blefling of God, we will not loſe our reputation. To whom ſhould we ap- 
ply for chaſtiſement on the enemy, but to God, and your ſervants? The day we fought the 
battle the Rajah was at Ectah; we wrote him, but as he was under the neceſſity of going to 
dhikokabad, he wrote us that he was obliged to go thither, and he proceeded accordingly. We could 
obtain no aſſiſtance from him. He wrote us too, that it was impoſſible, with our own force, without 
afſiſtance from Government, to repulſe the enemy; and that thoſe whom he wiſhed to ſend to our 
aid, on account of the ſcarcity of proviſions, had refuſed to march; he therefore recommended 
to us to do the beſt we could. Wonderful are the times, and ftrange is the condition of this coun- 
try, ſuch as God has inflited on no other !—we thought it requiſite to repreſent. We rely on 
the aſſiſtance of God, and your happy influence. We ſhall not be wanting in our duty. Hereafter 
wiat God pleaſes will come to paſs, What ſhould we repreſent more? 0 

| | e rs ori 1 


— 


r — We ̃7§—§1ß—sö eo od ho a 
—— — 


— —— — xp —-ꝝ 
— —  — — ů * v 


l 
[ 
| 
| 
: 


T RANSLATION of the - Copy of an Arzee-from SHICK AZIMOLD in- Khan and Cher 


alſo of their return to Soorun and Bederea, and their burning and deſtro ng the remainder of the 
e 


others money has been extorted ; thoſe who paid the ſums fixed are releaſed, and others detained 


' ſettled a price of 2 rupees upon a bullock load of grain. They dig up the earth in queſt of com, 


_ fought with the Sieks, laid aſide their intention, and returned with 20 horſes ; and Sheik Aſgur Ali 


a —ͤÜ——ñꝝñ n. :́ ? eos 7 Oi ret 


{Ls ]  * 
The brother of Jeſa Sing, Chief of the Sieks, was killed at the battle of Cas Gunge, by a ball he 


received as he was ſitting on his elephant. 
; A true tranſlation. 7 . 
(Signed) RALPH BROOME, 

Perſian interpreter, 


mut Ulla, to ALMAS ALI KHAN, under date the 29th of Rebeeilawel of the preſent year | 
of the Khegeri. , 1 | 


We have wrote you repeatedly, of the Sieks pandering Bederia and Soorun on the 22d of this | 
month, and the battle we fought with them, and the victory we rune over them on the 23d at 
Caſs Gunge, and of Jeſhern, one of their Sirdars, being killed on his elephant. We — you 


houſes ; of their marching the 24th from Soorun to Kherſera, a Talucca of rea; of their deſtroy. 
ing a Talucca of Jetepore, and another of Selimpore ; and all the villages belonging to the Pergun. 
nah of Bederee, Soorun, Belayah, Kergenre, and of their ena on the 25th inſtant, Renepore 
and other places belonging to. Bederee, and the adjacent villages. From all theſe places they have 

carried away every thing, except the cows, which it is not their cuſtom to take; of bullocks and 
buffaloes alone, beſides other goods and ſtock, they have taken at leaſt 30 thouſand heads, 
There is no trace of the crops. An immenſe number of the inhabitants have been killed. A 
thouſand of our people are taken priſoners, ſome of them have been ſeverely flogged, and from 


priſoners. The enemy are now at Mew, a place about 15 Coſs from Caſs Gunge, and 12 from 
Bederech. Five thouſand of their horſes attend 8,000 bullocks with Benjaries, and they have 


&c. wherever they come, and deliver what they find to the Benjaries, who carry it towards their own 
places of reſidence weſtward. They are at Mew, and we ſhall fee what is the pleaſure of God. 
Whatever may be the intention of the Vizier and the Engliſh Gentlemen, it is neceſſary to tell them, 
that till there be a ſtrong detachment of horſe and foot, with a complete artillery, kept here 
always in readineſs to oppoſe the enemy, the country will never be cultivated, nor even remain in 
our poſſeſſion. It is their cuſtom to continue deſtroying a place, till the natives, tired out, at length 
ſubmit to receive them as owners of the foil, We have ſtated the particulars as they really are; 
ſhould you think that we exaggerate, from intereſted motives, ſend your Hircarrahs with directions to 
enquire into the truth of it, and to ſee the ſtate of the country with their own eyes. It is at 
preſent totally uncultivated, nor will any perſon engage in it. Sehundra and Morara are the only 
laces inhabited; the enemy has not been there yet, but they give out that they intend to go thither: 
he inhabitants are already flying. We hold it incumbent on us to repreſent thoſe things to you, 
that we, having your orders, may act accordingly. The confuſion has cauſed a total ſtop to watering 
the grain. Our diſtreſs is great, and we have nobody but God to relieve us from the evil ; ur 
7 / 


ſervants are ready to oppoſe them, as they are in gratitude bound to do; but without a ftro 
of horſe and foot, with proper artillery, either under the command of us, or any other Surdar, 

kept in conſtant readineſs, it will be impoſſible to repel the enemy. It is neceſſary that ſuch orders 
ſhould be ſoon given. Bhundun Khan, and the other nephews of Cader Daoud Khan, who had left 
Shiohabed with a deſign of going to Foolgaum, their own country, hearing of the battle we had 


Beg alone came from Shoheabad, and arrived the fame day (the 26th) about nine o'clock in te 
evening, at Cas. Gunge, and are now here. Although, by the bleſſing of God, and under you 
auſpices, we obtained a victory without any bg? aſſiſtance ; yet the coming of Bhundun 1455 
and Aſgur Ali, in the manner they did, was an act of bravery. We therefore repreſent it, in hopes 
that you will acknowledge their ſervices, by honouring them with a letter on the ſubject, _ * 


There is not a mark remaining where the grain was planted, to diſtinguiſh where it was.. The 
little that remains, in here and there a ſpot, is left unwatered, and in ſpite of all our endeavours muſt 
remain ſo. The inhabitants have deſerted their homes, and crofſed the Ganges :—They ſay, & We 
« have no cattle left, nor grain to ſupport ourſelves ; what can we do, or whence can we raiſe the 
cc rents due to Government? We beſeech you not to look on this repreſentation as the effect of 
deſign and ſelf-intereſt, but to repreſent it fully to the Vizier. wo ny 


In the two foregoing Arzees, all the depredations committed by the Sieks are recapitulated 
which renders a tranſlation of ſome others unneceſſary. _ PF 


(Signed) ' © RALPH BROOME, 
: HG Peerſian Tranſlator. 


| "an 


( 125 ) 
COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


Sir | 3 85 
1 have received your letter of the 14th inſtant, with the ſeveral encloſed papers. 


As it ſeems to be the deſire of the Vizier, and conformable to your opinion alſo, that a detach= 
ment ſhould march to the frontiers, I ſhall immediately detach Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon with 
two regiments of ſepoys, with inſtructions to take up ſome convenient poſt within a few coſs of 
Anopſheer 3 I make no doubt but this meaſure will effectually ſecure the Vizier's frontier but 
ſhould the Sieks attempt to come lower down in the Dooab, J propoſe marching with two regiments 
more, and encamping onthe banks of the Jumna, nearly oppoſite to Anopſheer. ' In this event it will 


be neceſſary to leave one regiment at Futty Ghur for the protection of this part of the coun 


and 
to guard the ſtores, hoſpital, &c. &. And unleſs a regiment be ſent hither from Chutar Ghar, 


* or ſome other ſtation, the recall of the detachment now with the Sezawil of Furruckabad will be 
unavoidable. The artillery we have is barely proportionable to the detachment, ſo that, ſnould ano- 
ther regiment be ordered hither, it muſt be accompanied with its proportion of guns. | 


I ſhall write to the officer on command with the Sezawil, not to exceed the diſtance of twenty 
coſs from this ſtation, leſt his detachment might ſuffer, before it would be in my power to afliſt them. 
I requeſt you will ſignify this to the Sezawil to prevent any miſunderſtanding between him and the 
officer commanding. As the Honourable Board has expreſsly commanded me to have a requiſition 
in writing for any ſervice I am to perform, I requeſt you will ſuggeſt to his Excellency the neceſ- 
ſity of — it to me as: ſoon as poſſible, I ſhall not, however, delay the match of the troops on 
that account, left any injury ſhould be done to the country in the mean time. | 

You mention that the detachment will probably be required not longer than the commencement 
of the periodical rains. The Seiks, I am informed, uſually return to their homes in May, or in the 
beginning of June "oo DO | | e 


Whatever cavalry you may be able to obtain from the Vizier, I requeſt they may be ordered to join 
the detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon as ſoon as poſſible. If much delay take place the 
ſeaſon of their acting will be over. I need not remind you, that their Sardars, or commanders, ſhould 
be directed to obey the orders they may receive from me. | 5 


I beg leave to obſerve, that it will be impoſſible to make any more detachments from the force 
under my command until they return, or until Iam reinforced from ſome other ſtation. This I hope 
you will hint to the Vizier, that he may not make any requiſition with which it would not be in my 
power to comply. | 5 | 


— a ww we — 9 TY vo 


IE J am, &c. 4 | Sn 5 A 
True copies. 5 (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, 
Ralph Broome 2 I = ok 
Secy. to Col. Cumming. 
„„ Honoutable Sizciand Sith. i 88 | RE | 
T have the honour to tranſmit you an extract from papers of intelligence received from Delhi, to- 
We copies of letters I wrote in conſequence thereof, to the Reſident, and to Lieutenant Co- 
onel Knudſon. 1 „%%%; ᷑ RM 4 8 25 


| 8 18 | 5 i 

From many other accounts I have reaſon to believe that the chiefs in the vicinity of Delhi are 
extremely jealous of the near approach of our troops to their capital, a circumſtance I foreſaw at 
the time the detachment was formed. To obviate it as much as lay in my power, I wrote the 
Nabob Mojeddudelowla, that nothing more was intended than the ſecurity of the Vizier's dominions 


from the incurſions of the Seiks, who, as I informed your Honourable Board in a former letter, had 
committed horrid devaſtations in the neighbourhood of Anopſheer. ty | 


c on lf ndida 


Ne g n 3 355 
uſt Although the accounts contained in the native intelligence ſhould be ſtrialy true, I am perſuaded 
Ne no bad conſequences will enſue, as Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon will no doubt take every precaution 
4 to avoid giving any offence to his Majeſty or his ſubjects. eee eee; 
| Lam much at a loſs to know what credit is due to the intelligence I tranſmit your Honourable 

Board, particularly as nothing of a ſimilar nature has been communicated to me by Colonel Knud- 
ted, | ſon : I thought it, however, incumbent on me to give you the earlieſt information of a circumitance, 
which might in its conſequences be very important. es 

q wa Ta S (gene) JOHN CUMMING 
ur : x igned) . | Rs 
| 6th April, 1783, VVV i 8 0 Colonel. 

WY vor. II. 1 1 


Since 
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watchful over their own places. It was repreſented that 
further, but had deferred it on account of Mirza Shefis's letter. Afraſeab Khan wrote Naſerud- 


engage the Seiks of his ſide, and that a diſturbance would be the reſult. © The Nazer was. ordered 
to obtain daily intelligence from the Engliſh camp at Anopſheer, and to entertain freſh Hircarrahy 


marched towards Delhi, he ſhould prevent them ; but if eee ee. within their own boundary, 
it was very well. The King conſulted Mohammed Kooli 


| reſult. The King replied, I wiſh they would ſpeedily and quickly arrive, that it might prove be 
COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Lieutenant Colonel KNUDSON, | 


you ſhould know that ſuch a report has prevailed at Delhi; ſhould it however have happened ' 


„ 


13 


Since writing the above, I have received a letter from Colonel Knudſon, informing me of the 
Seiks having again croſſed the Jumna, without any mention of Afraſiab Khan's army, a copy of 


which I encloſe. . 


a ok 4 Aa * n 


EXT RAC T from Papers of Intelligence received from Delhi, the 14th and 15th April. 3 1 1 


It was repreſented (to the King) that the Engliſh army that was at Anopſheer had plundered a 
place called Jehangeerabab, and that Afraſeab n's. battalion, on hearing of it returned. A paper 

of news from Mirza Shefi's camps was laid before his Majeſty. It was then mentioned that he 
Mirza Shefi) was going to meet the Patteel, and Zenulabideen Khan, forbidding them to march 
further, becauſe the Engliſh leaders had paſſed their 5 and recommending to them to be 
eenulabedeen had intended to march 


dowla, that he had, agreeably to his eee. Shefis's) orders, ſent Gazer Manickchund and others, 
with four battalions and ſome horſe, from Khorjah to Anopſheer, and that himſelf with his army 
ſhould remain at Thorjah. And that, ſhould the Engliſh army march further, there would be nobody 
to prevent them, and that he was ignorant of their intentions. It is reported here by many people, 
that, ſhould there be a want of good underſtanding between Naſereddowla and the Engliſh, he would 


for that purpoſe. It was repreſented that the Gentlemen at Anopſheer had determined on going to 
Aurungabad; F this is not believed, yet the King replied, We need not be concerned ad it; 
if they come, they will not be diſobedient to my authority. It was repreſented that the Engliſh 
q were two coſs from Arungabad, and four coſs from Afraſaib Than's army, and that 
Afraſaib Khan was at Khorjah : Naſereddowla wrote Afraſiab Khan, that if the Engliſh army at 
Anopfheer ſhould come towards him (Naſereddowla) he ſhould not interrupt them, and if they 


an, the aſtrologer, with reſpect to 
coming of the Engliſh, and the treatment he was to look for. The aſtologer replied, that he had 
previouſly predicted the particulars to his Majeſty—that the Engliſh leaders would come into the 
preſence perfectly obedient to his authority, and behave well; but that ſome contention would be the 


means of liberation to myſelf. _ 


| A true tranſlation. „ 1 
(Signed) RALPH BROOME, :- 
Perſian tranſlator to-Colonel Sir John Cumming, 


commanding a Detachment ; dated Futty Ghur, April 14th, 1783. 
In the papers of intelligence received this day from Delhi, I obſerve there is mention made of : 
our detachment having plundered a place called Jehangireabad mains bo to his Majeſty, and alſo 
at you have paſſed the frontier of the Vizier's dominions. Though I have the ſtrongeſt alſu- } 
ances within my own mind, that the intelligence is falſe, or miſrepreſented, yet I think it necellary * 


< 


that, though miſinformation or inadvertency, 22 have choſen a ſpot for your encampment not 
within the Vizier's boundaries, you will be 20 ed immediately to remove the camp, and take up 
{ome advantageous piece of ground within the limits of his Excellency's dominions. By be 
accompanying paper of intelligence, you will obſerve that the chiefs in your neighbourhood ate 
very jealous of your detachment, and it is probable they may ſend ſome of their own troops to en- 
camp near you, and to obſerve your motions ; in ſuch event you will be particularly cautious to } 
prevent people belonging to your camp from going into theirs, It frequently happens that very fe- 
rious conſequences attend the diſputes of individuals, however inſignificant in themſelves. And in 
general I recommend to you to guard as much as poflible againſt giving any cauſe of jealouſy of un- 
eaſineſs to the King, or any of the people who live under his Government. 


I have the honour to be, &e. 


(Signed) JOHN CUMMING, Col. |] 


P. S. Since writing the above, your letter of the 4th has been received. e 
2 | | | | wm le 


* 
-> 


* 


„ 
To JOHN BRISTOW, Efquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Coult. 


Having "obſerved in the papers of intelligence received this day from Delhi, that it has been re- 
ſented to the King, that the detachment under Colonel Knudſon had plundered a place called 
ehangereabad, I thought it neceſſary to write Colonel Knudſon on the ſubje&, a copy of which 1 
' encloſe for your 8 as alſo an extract from the paper of news. I have ordered the detachment 
not to paſs the Vizier's boundary, as I apprehend it might be attended with diſagreeable conſe - 

quences. . | . | | | n 


| Futty Ghurr, . lam, &. . 
14th April, 1783. a (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, Col. 


To Lieutenant Colonel KNUDSON, commanding a Detachment. 
| we OE | Wt ; | 


1 have the pleaſure: to Eng pg a duplicate of a letter J forwarded to you laſt night, By the pa- 
pers received this day from Delhi, I am given to underſtand, that there is a diſtance of four coſs 
only between your camp and a. detachment of Affraſiab Khan's army, and that he himſelf is at 4 
place called Kherjah. I have heard alſo that private letters from Gentlemen under your command 
mention the ſame circumſtance. Though I cannot refuſe credit to a report rendered ſo probable 
by concurrent intelligence received through different channels, yet I think, if it were ſo, you would 
not have omitted giving me the earlieſt information of it, | 3 85 


formed with all poſſible diſpatch of the motions of any conſiderable body of troops, whether belonging 
to the Seik Chiefs, or thoſe of Delhi. Whenever you diſpatch any letters of importance, I recom- 
mend to you ſending duplicates the ſucceeding day. re eco Times : OST. | 
8 | | en, I have the honour to be, rr. I 
| +, (Signed), JOHN CUMMING, 


; Futty Ghur, ' "Got 
Col. 


188th April 1783. 
1 | To JOHN BRISTOW, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. , 0 f 1 


8 


tance of four cofs only between Affraſiab Khan's army and Colonel Knudſon's detachment. Pri- 


letter from Colonel Knudſon of a later date than the 4th inſtant; and I muſt ſay, I am not a little 
ſurprized at it. If it be really true that the Chiefs of Delhi are fo much alarmed at the approach 
of our troops as has been repreſented, .it is reaſonable enough to ſuppoſe they will be very attentive 
to our motions. The greateſt apprehenſions I am under ariſes from the probability that ſome 
difference may be excited between the bodies of troops, by the private diſputes of individuals. 


6 * | 


Knudſon to encamp within the Vizier's dominions ; and if he has paſſed the boundary, it was re- 
| mote from my intention. Not having correct maps, or other information of the extent of his Ex- 


«=P... 
* 


which to confine the detachment. I therefore left it to Colonel Knudſon to take any part within ten 
coſs above or below Anopſheer, on the banks of the Ganges, he might think moſt commodious. 


Should the commiſſion of any act of hoſtility, or any other threatening appearance, make it neceſ- 
ſary to reinforce that detachment, I intend marching with my whole remaining force to join them. 
In ſuch event it may not be expedient to wait the delay of a formal requiſition from the V izier, 
and I muft requeſt you will take his ſentiments on this ſubject, and communicate them to me as 
ſoon as poſſible. a „ : 


I @S => Rus 


= 
1 
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As I have only three regiments remaining, the detachment with the Sezawil, incluſive, I ſhould 
be obliged to take the whole force, and it would then become neceſſary that a regiment from 
Khanpore ſhould be ordered hither to take charge of the hoſpital, ſtores, &c. 


. This is an event which I hope will not happen; but as it is not impoſſible, nor even improbable, 
my intelligence can be depended on, I thought it adviſeable to communicate to you my thoughts 
on this ſubject. p | ; 5 is 


I muſt however 3 the liberty to remind you how abſolutel neceſſary it is that 1 ſhould be in- 


Laſt night 1 tranſmitted you copy of a letter I wrote Colonel Knudſon, with an extract from 
papers of intelligence received from Delhi. The news of this day mentions that there is a diſ- 


To prevent any miſchief of this kind, and remove every cauſe of jealouſy, I have ordered Colonel 


cellency's territories on this ſide of the Ganges, it was not in my power to draw the line within 


vate letters received from Gentlemen in camp confirm the above intelligence. I have received no 


4 


* 
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As both the Vizier and 2 without doubt, have the earlieſt and moſt authentic intelligence | 
of every occurrence at Delhi and the adjacent parts, I requeſt you will inform me whether your ac. 


counts correſpond with mine, and whether you think any hoſtile attempt is to be apprehendeg 


from the Chiefs in that neighbourhood. I do not mean by this to inſinuate that it might be adviſe. 
able to withdraw the detachment ; on the contrary, I thin | 

Excellency's frontiers to the incurſions of the Seiks, but be diſhonourable to our arms, by giving the 
country powers reaſon ta think that our own ſafety was the cauſe of our retreat. 119%; 8 


that meaſure would not only expoſe his 


I have the honour to be, Kc. f 


re (Signed) 0 JOHN CUMMING, 
15th April 1783. | AT Þ 85 Colonel. 


To Lieutenant Colonel KNUD SON, commanding a Detachment. 
| Sir, Wi | 45 | KEY : WS 
In addition to the inſtruction you have received from me reſpecting the detachment under your 
command, I have to add, that in the event of your being attacked either by the Seiks or any other 
force, you do by no means paſs the boundaries of the Vizier's dominions, nor permit any part 


of your troops to do it on any occaſion whatever. I muſt deſire you will be paritularly attentive'to 


this circumſtance, | „ & | 
DL 1 I have the honour to be, &c. 1555 5 
„ (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, © 
15th April 1783. Ga Ch⸗olonel. 
| To Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING, commanding the Frontier Station. 


Sir 8 9 | 7 
I have the honour to inform you that I have received ri, La of a boy of Seiks having 
paſſed the Jumna under the command of one of their Sirdars, by name Jeſſa Sing; I have ap- 
prized Khoja Ain ul Dien, the Ameel of Rohilcund therewith, deſiring him to tranſmit me every in- 
formation he may receive of the motions of the Seiks, and the tranſactions of the other powers on 
the frontier of that country, to enable me to take ſuch ſteps as may be neceſſary for the protection 
of it againſt the incurſions of the Seiks, and other freebooters. e 


J have the honour to remain, with reſpect, &c. 


©  Jehangereabad, ' (Signed) CHRISTA. KNUDSON, | 
Lach April 1783. | It. Col. commands. a Detachment, | 


A true copy. 


(Signed) Ralph Broome, TN 
: Secy. to Col. Sir John Cumming. 
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COPY Proceedings and Correſpondence relative to the State and Con- 
dition of the Country of Oude and its Dependencies, and of the 


— T.- 


Reigning Family thereof; including the Charges made by Mr. 
HASTINGS againſt Mr. BRIST OW, &c. &c. &. 1 


— — 0 


Conſn. gch Julr. 


To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſq; Governor General, &c. Members of the 
KT Supreme Council, Fort William. 


II. was my with and intention to have poſtponed any further interference, however neceſſary; 
relative to the inſtitution of Adawlets at Lucknow, till I ſhould be honoured with your com- 
mands, in anſwer to my addreſs to you on this ſubject, dated the 13th inſtant. Unhappily, an 
event which occurred here yeſterday has left me without an alternative; and I have been com- 

lled once more to call upon the Miniſter, and again ſtrongly to recommend the immediate eſta- 
bliſkment of a Court of Phoujedarr. | | On. 


Whilſt we were at ſupper laſt night, an Hircarrah entered haſtily, and informed the . 
that a band of robbers had beſet the houſe of Mr. Orr, hardly diſtant one hundred yards 
from that in which we were aſſembled. Captain MLeod, taking my guard along with him, in- 
ſtantly repaired to the ſpot: The banditti, however, had alteady quitted it, after plundering a 
banker's, whoſe dwelling houſe was contigudus to that of Mr. Orr. Mr. Orr himſelf, on the 
firſt alarm, coming out of his houſe, narrowly eſcaped being pierced by an arrow, which paſſed 
cloſe by his head, and fixed in the door behind him. So little apprehenſive were the robbers 
of any oppoſition or alarm, on the part of the Police, to interrupt or fruſtrate their deſign, that 
koh the band conſiſted of at leaſt 250 men, they marched openly, with lights, carrying 
| ſcaling-ladders, ſmiths, carpenters, and every neceſſary implement for enſuring ſucceſs to their 
enterprize. They made their attack with 'the moſt confident deliberation, a part of them lining 
| the ſtreets on both ſides, and ſhutting: up all the avenues, whilſt the remainder entered the de- 
voted Houſe over the walls, and rifled it of caſh and other property to the amount of 25,000 rupees. ' 


In the courſe of this daring tranſaftion, theſe inhuman villains indiſcriminately cut down, or mt 
with arrows, all who came in their way. Of the unhappy victims to their cruelty, two were kille 
on the ſpot; two more are already dead of their wounds, and others are ſo ſhockingly mangled, as to 
leave little hope of their recovering. „ | 7 ho cs 


It is with infinite concern, Gentlemen, I am obliged to add, that no night elapſes, which is not 
marked by ſome ſuch. tragical event, and in which the miſerable inhabitants of the metropolis 
of the Vizier's dominions are not expoſed, in their property and perſons, to all the horrors of 
plunder and aſſaſſination. Yet the Miniſter continues deaf to all my remonſtrances, pertina- 
cioully adhering, in ſpite of ſuch fatal evidence, to his original declaration of a regular and effi- 
cient Magiſtracy. Surrounded night and day by a ſtrong military guard, he may indeed fafely 
liſten, with perfe& indifference, to the recurring tale of robbery and murder ; yet, next after the 
Prince himſelf, Hyder Beg Khawn is the immediate and natural guardian of the lives and for- 
tunes of his Fs mT 297 however, to all the feelings of humanity, no prayers or per- 
ſuaſion can moye him to adopt one wholeſome meaſure for their protection or defence. To 
my laſt application on the ſubject of the Phoujedarry, he replied (in the fame language, of fri- 
volous excuſe and evaſion. which he has held for months paſt) That he only waited the return of 
the Nabob, to remove from the houſe allotted for. the Court certain furniture belonging to 
his Excellency, which was depoſited there; and that it was not polite to interfere in the ceconomy 
of a Gentleman's houſehold during his abſence. Thus it is, Gentlemen, that this unfeeling Mi- 
niſter (who has never ſcrupled, and frequently on very unbecoming occaſions, to avail himſelf 
of the controuling authority he has for years paſt uſurped and exerciſed over his maſter) affects 
on a ſudden, as it were in deriſion, a abe e, reſpect for him, and, in a ſituation of the 
laſt neceſſity, ſtarts at the idea of diſpenſing with the moſt idle and impertinent forms. His 
determined oppoſition in this inſtance, as wel as in every other wearing the ſlighteſt appearance 
of reformation, evinces his reſolution to perpetuate the confuſion, in which, with a view to his 
own emolument, he has purpoſely involved every part of the Nabob's œconomy. His at- 
tachment to the preſent ſyſtem is very natural, ſince it has hitherto afforded him the means 'of 

Vol. III. | ee: is appropriating: 


with ſhameful profuſion. 


To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſq 


| : The propoſed regulations having been tranſlated into the Perſian language, Fn pi 8 
to Hyder Beg Khawn for his conſideration and opinion; after repeated excuſes and delays, I 


Thoſe reaſons are indeed of ſuch 
ſubterfuge above alluded to. Again, Gentlemen, could any entreaties have prevailed on the 


imagined that he ſhould patiently abandon the prime inſtrument of his aſcendency, by which he 
has hitherto implicitly commanded the words and actions of the Prince his maſter. It requires 
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appropriatin to himſelf, unqueſtioned, whatever part of his Excellency's revenue he might 8 
fit, and left him at perfect liberty to ſquander the remainder among his worthleſs adherents 


I T have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with the greateſt reſpect, | We : 3 | 


Gentlemen, | 


* "Lucknow, hs Your moſt obedient 1548, | | | 
March 20th 1783. | | _ humble ſervant owe 5 
1 A true copy. (Signed) Ne BRIS TO W, 
| | F. _ | | Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 

Actg. Secy. to the Secret 5 55 | | | 


Dept. 


uire, Governor General, &c. Members of 
the Supreme Council. l Top vp bs 


Gentlemen, ON „ 1 
I have the honour to tranſmit you a plan of arrangements framed in ſtrict conformity to 
the Honourable Governor General's inſtructions to me, and intended to correct the prevailing 
and alarming abuſes of the Vizier's Government. To prevent the trouble of a W Lbaongy 
alſo take the liberty to encloſe. you a copy of ſuch part of thoſe inſtructions as have any rela. | 


tion to this ſubject. 


could prevail on him to give no anſwer whatever, except on. the ſubje& of the Dewanny, Which 
he flatly told me, in the preſence of Mr. Cowper, cloaked a deſign to remove him from his office; 
nay, he has even dared to maintain the fame propoſition under his hand ; yet this, Gentlemen, 
is a point abſolutely inſiſted upon by the Governor General, and for the very beſt reaſons. 

orce as to require no corroboration. The abuſes of this | 
department will be beſt underſtood from - the 8 memorandum of a converſation 
between me and Rajah Jaggernaut, the ſon-in-law of Rajah Soorut Sing, and the perſon at pe. 
ſent in oſtenſible poſſeſſion of the office of Dewaun ; whilſt every purpoſe of its inſtitution is 
utterly deſtroyed by Hyder Beg's 8 in this, as in every other inſtance, the controuling and } 
executive powers in his own perſon. In order to explain the circumſtances giving riſe to this 
converſation, it is neceſſary I ſhould inform you, that Hyder Beg Khawn had uniformly treated the | 
idea of a reform in this department as Recent aſſerting that no office. was ever conducted 
with greater regularity z and endeavouring to deceive me into an opinion, that the ſeyeral offices 
of it were in the full exerciſe of their reſpective functions: When at laſt he perceived I was | 
at all events determined to aſcertain. the truth, he ſhifted his ground, and had recourſe to the“ 


Miniſter to co-operate with and aſſiſt me, that other moſt important clauſe of my inſtructions 
had long ſince been complied with, and a plan adopted to regulate and limit in future the Na- 
bob's perſonal. diſburſements. But here again the Miniſter has failed in all his ' engape- ? 
ments with me. It is, however, puſhing his preſumption a little too far, when he affe | 
to urge the. performance of a condition, expreſsly recommended and acceded to by the Vizier 
in the treaty of Chunar, is a direct inſult to the perſon, and an uſurpation of the rights of his 
Sovereign. He indeed well knows the reverſe of this propoſition is true; but it is not to be 


no argument to prove, that ſo long as the diſburſements to the Nabob's privy purſe ſhall con- 
tinue to depend upon the will, and to be furniſhed at the diſcretion, of the Miniſter; the 
Miniſter will preſerve a power of the moſt dangerous and ruinous tendency over his. Excellen- 
cy's mind, which it is equally impoſſible he ſhould eſcape from or contend with. Hyder Beg 
Khawn had too much ſagacity not to be aware that the. regulations I propoſed would effeftu- | 
ally baffle his policy, by making the Vizier perfectly independent of him; and he of courſe em- 
ployed all his authority to compel his maſter into a reſiſtance againſt the only meaſure. which 
could reſcue him from his preſent humiliating ſtate of vaſſalage, and reſtore him to his dignity. 
This, however, Gentlemen, is a point, as I conceive, never to be yielded, becauſe it is not til 
after this event that we can hope to ſee the diſorder and profuſion, which now pervades and diſ- | 
proces the Nabob's ceconomy, corrected, or expect any wiſe or falutary adminiſtration of his 
nances. | | | 1 


When we find the enormous proportion of a third of the Vizier's annual income aſſigned to 
the ſole purpoſe of ſecuring the internal peace of his country, and the collection of the reve- 
nues, we are naturally led to conclude, the fund being ſo conſpicuouſly ſuperabundant, that 
the application of it would at leaſt enſure every end of its eſtabliſhment,' Thoſe, bowel 

| , | - wiv | 


1 

who ſhould ſo reaſon, in the preſent inſtance, would be much deceived, ſince it is only laſt year 
that all the Company's troops in the Vizier's dominions, except twelve hundred ſepoys 
(troops ſolely intended for the defence of this country againſt foreign invaſion) were employed 
in the buſineſs of the collection, and the ſubjection of refractory Zemindars; becauſe Hyder 
Beg Khan kept up no eſtabliſhment of the Muttynna. The compound evil ariſing to the pub- 
lic from this conduct, is too obvious to require comment or obſervation. Not only the poſi- 
tive ſum of near a crore of rupees was diſſipated thereby, but the ſeveral diſtricts left deſtitute 


of defence, fell a prey to violence, and very ſoon exhibited*a face p 


| f ruin and deſolation ſhocking 
to humanity 3 it begot a licentiouſneſs, which compelled people of character and property to quit 
a country under whoſe Government they derived ſecurity for neither. 1 


From the above reaſons, and from the reſult of all my enquiries into this eſtabliſhment, I am 
confirmed in my opinion, that nothing leſs than a total reform can correct the abuſes of it, — 
At the ſame time, it is much to be lamented that the nature of this evil requires the remedy 
ſhould be gradual and progreſſive.— The farce of the Adawlut, and the horrible diſorders re- 
ſulting from the negle& of the indiſpenſable. inſtitution, I have already, Gentlemen, had the 
honour to explain to iow I have now to add, on this unpleaſant ſubject, that within theſe laſt 
three weeks near one hundred perſons have loſt their lives, or been wounded, either openly in broils, 
or privately by aſfaſſination. f | * | 2 


The appointment of a Paymaſter and Muſter Maſters is a mockery of the ſame ee e 
inſtitution of the Adawlut. | | e | un 


I before informed you, Gentlemen, that, with a view to promote the public ſervice, I had 
neglected no opportunity (though always fruitleſsly) to engage the goog-will and confidence of the 
Miniſter. It was ftill in this idea that, together with the plan of regulations, I delivered a writ- 
ten engagement to Hyder Beg Khan, promiſin 7 ſo ſoon as 7 commands Were executed, 
that, in my repreſentations to the Honourable Board, I woul 


| do every juſtice in my power 
to his zeal and fidelity. The reception he has given to this freſh inſtance of my friendly diſ- 


poſition towards him, has been perfectly confiſtent with all his former conduct, and evinces, to 
demonſtration, that no advances on my part will ever prevail upon him to unite with me in 
meaſures, which, however they may have the general good for their object, muſt ſtill continue irre- 


concileable to his principles and policy; both the one and the other, being apparently and uniformly 
determined by his private and particular intereſts, „ | 


From what has been faid, you will be ſatisfied, Gentlemen, that this unhappy country is already 
in a condition of oppreſſion and miſery, from which it is hardly poſſible it ſhould decline. Re- 


tarded, however, as they have been by the determined contumacy of the Miniſter, it is not yet too 
late to: accompliſh the ſeveral great and ſalutary objects of my appointment; and here, Gentle- 
men, I pledge myſelf, at the riſk of my character and fortune, to fulfill them all., At the time 
I cheerfully take upon me ſo ſerious and ſo heavy a reſponſibility, I flatter myſelf you will deem it 
equitable:and expedient I ſhould no longer be 2 to an oppoſition that muſt for ever render 
my exertions nugatory and abortive—an oppoſition, which, by long ſufferance, has acquired a 
ſtrength no qualifying meaſures can now ſurmount, and againſt which no zeal, ability, or vigilance 


will aught avail, 


And here, Gentlemen, permit me finally to ſolicit the ſpeedy and deciſive interpoſition of your 
authority.—It cannot eſcape you how entirely this open and this avowed. reſiſtance of the Miniſter 
muſt deſtroy, among all ranks, the reſpect due to the perſon and ſtation of your repreſentative at 
the court of Oude; a reſpect, without which he muſt ſtill want the weight and importance ſo 
neceſſary to the ſucceſsful management of your political negociations, as well as the credit indiſ- 


penſably required to anſwer the pecuniary demands and expectation of your Government. 
I have the honour to be, with the utmoſt reſpect, _ 
| | Gentlemen, = 
Lucknow, . FPaoour moſt faithfuland _ 
eth June, 1 | very obedient ſervant, TA 
5 | 85 JOHN BRIST OW, 
A true copy. 
E Hay, . 


Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 7 75 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 5 


eing informed by Mr. Anderſon, that the great diſtreſs ſuffered for want of money had obliged 
Colonel Charles Morgan to order the Candahar. horſe to proceed immediately to Lucknow with- 
out waiting for the reſt of the detachment ; and as Abdul Rechman Cawn has applied to me, 
through his brother at this place, for 30,000 rupees to ſupply the expences of their march, 13 
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. 


T3001 
complied accordingly.—In the eſtimate of the - Company's ,claini on account the Fuzully year 
1190, the Nabob Virier is charged with the ſum of 3, oo, ooo of rupees for the ſupport of that 
corps; and as Colonel Morgan cannot poſſibly ſupply them on the road, and the emergency is very 
great, I hope the advance of this ſum will meet with the Board's approbation. . 5 

Abdul Rechman Cawn having diſtinguiſhed himſelf in a conſpicuous manner, I ſubmit to your 
conſideration, Gentlemen, whether it would not be an eligible meaſure, upon his arrival, to ſolicit 
the Nabob Vizier to have his gprps attached to the brigade at Cawnpore. WR 


| | I am, with the higheſt reſpect, ke. 9 
Lucknow, | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
20th June, 1783. | e Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of the 
| 5 | Supreme Council, at Fort William. x3 "FS 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, „ WV; | 
Since I had laſt the honour to addreſs you, I have been confined to my room by indiſpoſition; 
I am now ſomewhat recovered, and ſhall not fail to expedite my reply to your commands of the 
29th ultimo, which I have on this account been compelled to gelen B 

I have the honour to be, with the higheſt reſpect, 
| HJonodurable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
' Luckfiow: © Four moſt obedient 
the 23d June, 1783. 1 humble ſervant. 
| | | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, | 
A 9 2 at | Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
„ A 5 ＋ . i N * 
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- To Mr. JOHN BRI TOD’ os] 
- Conformably to the reference of the Board, I recommend and enjoin your ſtricteſt attention to 
the following inſtructions. e 2 Ars 8 


' Iſt. The balance due from the Nabob Vizier to the Company, partly from the negligence: 
and inaceuraey. with which the monthly accounts were drawn out, and partly from the inatten- 
tion of the late Reſident, had been ſuffered to accumulate to an amount exceeding that at 
which it ſtood at the cloſe of the laft year, notwithſtanding the ſpecial * care which I myſelf had 
taken, in my ge with the Nabob Vizier, concluded on the 19th of September, 1781 
at Chunar, and my inſtructions delivered at the fame time to the Reſident, ſince enforce 
with very peremptory and repeated orders. This obliged me lately to write, in very ſtrong and 
unuſual terms, both to the Reſident and to the Miniſter, and produced the effect of an imme- 
diate exertion, and conſequent diſcharge of a part of the balance, and aſſurances of the ſpeedy 
payment of the remainder. I do not implicitly rely on theſe aſſurances; but conclude, that 
on your arrival you will find either a. large balance fn outſtanding of the laſt year's account, 
or that the whole has been paid off by encroachments on the current year's revenue. in 
either caſe, your attention will be equally, required to the ſettlement of this year's * 
ment, unleſs it ſhall have been already accomphſhed. You will be careful to guard againſt hc- 
titious eſtimates ; and if any ſuch ſhall appear in the aſſignment already formed, you will of 
courſe inſiſt upon their being exchanged for others, or their jumma reduced to their real value, 
and others added to complete the ſum. of the year's demands; that is to fay, the laſt years 
arrears, the two ſubſidies of the current year, and the other ſums for the payment of which 
our Government has or ſhall have made itſelf refponſible; fo that, at the cloſe of the year, tit | 
whole ſhall be entirely and completely diſcharged. | | EG 


2d. You will obſerve a very conſiderable difference between Mr.. Middleton's account, and 
the corrected account delivered to him by the Accountant General, and now in the poſſeſſion 
of your Accountant Mr. Wombwell; a difference nearly <hual to thirty lacks of rupees. 
To the former, though made up with falſe calculations, groſs omiflions, and even balances 
falſely. transferred from one month's. account to the other, Mr. Middleton has pertinaciouſ) 
_ adhered, affecting to call the difference a new claim upon the Nabob. I fear this may render 
it an unpleaſant office to you to rectify his errors, as I have no doubt that the ſame declaration, 
which he has made to this Government, will have been made as a conceſſion. to the Nabob 
and his Miniſter, and of courſe your demand for the difference treated as unjuſt, and formed 
EF ata on 


I 
on falſe pretences: But the real account is ſo clear, and the differences are ſo {lf-apparent, 
that it will be impoffible for the Minifter to controvert or miſunderſtand them, however he may 
affect the latter. F | ; a 0 
4. Endeavour to obtain an early and minute, information of the ſtate of the province of 
Oude eſpecially, and the reſt of the Nabab Vizier's dominions ; and report the reſult of your 
enquiries to me, under the following heads z vis. FO e 1 
' rſt. Their Government. 
A4. Their military defence, and diſtribution of the Nabob's forces. 


3d. Revenue. 


Ach. Diſpoſition and actual conduct of the Zemindars, and the means taken for reftor- 
ing and preſerving the quiet of the country. e 5 . | 


sch. The character and credit of the principal Aumils, 
6th. Under this general head I muſt alſo refer to your enqu 


inform me, whether the ſums lately levied, or affirmed to have been levied, and 
brought to the Company's credit, by Mr. Johnſon, have been drawn from the 
revenue of the laſt year; or borrowed, and affignments given for the repayment, 
on the revenues of that year; or exacted by anticipations of the current revenue; 
one of which caſes I very much ſuſpect, becauſe they muſt have been received at a 
ſeaſon in which the n are always at a ſtand. BEE | 


4th. Immediately on your arrival, ſound the diſpoſition of Hyder Beg Cawn.—His conduct 
has for ſome time paſt been highly reproachable. Till within theſe three months, when Mr, 
Johnſon aſſumed a large portion of his — he poſſeſſed without controul both the un- 
icipated and entire adminiſtration, with all the powers annexed to that Government, the 
abob himſelf being, as he ever muſt be in the hands of ſome perſon, a mere cypher in his, 
and the ſanction by which he exerciſed his authority; yet he has dared both to uſe the Nabob's 
name, and even his ſeal affixed to letters, either dictated to the Nabob, or written from him 
without his knowledge, containing very improper demands on our Government, and ſuch as 
evidently tended to promote Hyder Beg's influence and intereſt, and even to make him aſſume 
a very unbecoming tone of refuſal, reproach, and reſentment, in oppoſition to meaſures re- 
commended by me, and even to acts done by my authority in li conformity to the Na- 
bob's own and earneſt ſolicitations ; ſuch as the reſumption of the Jagheers, and the ſeizure ef 
his father's treaſures, which have been fo long ſuffered to remain in the hands of the Beegum 
his mother, and the other conditions of the engagement exacted from me at Chunar. 
every occaſion of this kind, the late Reſident has been the faithful echo and fupport of the 
Miniſter's pretenſions; I muſt therefore have recourſe to you for the introduction of a new 
ſyſtem in that Government. Nor can I omit, while I expreſs my reliance upon you for this 
purpoſe, to repeat the ſentiments which I expreſſed in the verbal inſtructions which I gave you 
at your departure, that there can be no medium in the relation between the Reſident and the 
Miniſter, but either the Reſident muſt be the ſlave and vaſſal of the Miniſter, or the Minifter 
| at the abſolute devotion of the Refident. Much as 1 am diſpleaſed at the conduct of the Mi- 
niſter, I impute it more to the ſufferance of Mr. Middleton than to himſelf; and if he will 
ſubmit to hold his office on ſuch conditions as I require, I would certainly prefer him to any 
other man who could be nominated to his office, becauſe he poſſeſſes abilities, and a know- 
ledge of buſineſs.— He exiſts by his dependence on the influence of our Government; and, 
above all, becauſe a change Adminiftration, in a Government ſo looſe as that of Owde, 
where all the parts of it are held together by the exertion of actual power, and not by the 
ſprings of an eſtabliſhed conſtitution, would be unavoidably productive of confuſion loſs 
of revenue. Therefore it may be adviſable to try him FA the mode of conciliation, in your 
firſt converſation with him ; at the ſame time that it will to declare to him, in the 
| Plaineſt terms, the footing and conditions on which he ſhall be permitted to retain his place, 
with the alternative of diſmiſſion, and a ſcrutiny into his paſt conduct if he refuſes it.—In the 
firſt place, I will not receive from the Nabob as his, letters dictated by the ſpirit of oppo- 
ſition ; but ſhall conſider every ſuch attempt as the Miniſter's, and as an inſult on our Govern- 
ment. In the ſecond place, I ſhall expect that nothing is done in his official character but with 
your knowledge and participation; at the fame time, the firſt ſhare of the reſponſibility 
will reſt with you. The other conditions will follow diſtinctly in their places, becauſe I con- 
ſider you as reſponſible for them. AS 8 


Vor. III. „„ 
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their exact amount in the office of collections; and, in like manner, that no ſums ſhall pa 


2 ſtrong military force, it would not be in their power to prevent or puniſh them; neither in 


but enjoin one caution only as indiſpenſably neceſſary—that no Aumil be appointed to a frontier 


Perty Pall Sing. I am well informed that theſe men have perſevered in their rebellious con- 
the * of it. Repreſent to the Nabob, and effectually, the bad policy of ſuffering ſuch examples 


Zemindars; and if it ſhall appear, on a fair and regular enquiry, that their conduct towards 
the Nabob (I paſs over that which regards ourſelves alone) has been ſuch as it has been 


in its effects, if the Nabob will adopt the policy, by inſuring the tranquillity of his country, 


every other part of the Nabob's dominions, the Board, though officially unappriſed of theſe, 


Nabob Vizier, both for its internal defence, and for the relief of the numerous detachments 
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th. No'Adminiftration can be properly conducted without regular offices.—In that of Oude 
there is not one, the whole being engroſſed by. the Miniſter, ' Iwo are indiſpenſably neceſf: r 
firſt, an Office of Collections; ſecondly, an Office of Treaſury. I inſiſt upon theſe eſtablich. 
ments being formed e and it muſt be your care to appoint ſuch checks to each, 
that whatever ſums are paid from the revenue ſhall be duly entered, and credit given for 


the Treaſury without a ſimilar controul. The heads of theſe offices muſt of courſe be under the 
general direction of the Miniſter in all points, 3 their accounts, for the fidelity of 
which they muſt be ſolely reſponſible, and made liable to the ſevereſt puniſhments if they falſi 
them. hat other offices may have been in uſe in the time of the Nabob 1 ul Dowla, and 
at this time neceſſary, you will enquire, and either cauſe them to be. re-eſtabliſhed, or not, as it 
ſhall appear to be proper. LGW, > | 1 


In this laſt deſcription J include the Adawluts; you will find them recommended, but con- 
ditionally, in my inſtructions to Mr. Middleton: It is certain that the want of them, and the 
univerta and extreme licentiouſneſs occaſioned thereby, is one of the moſt diſreputable defect 
of the Vizier's Government; yet I much doubt whether, introduced into ſuch a ſtate at 
and abruptly, they would not add to the miſchiefs which they were intended to redreſs ; for 
perhaps there is ſcarce an individual who would not become immediately obnoxious to their 
authority, and, I fear, ſcarce an individual capable of diſcharging even a_ſmall' portion of their 
decrees ; while they do not exiſt, - every man knows the hazard which he incurs in lending his 
money. Their eſtabliſhment might tend to deceive, by holding out the appearance of falſe - 
aſſurances; and with reſpect to oppreſſions of every ſpecies, unleſs each court was armed with 


that caſe is it certain, that they would not themſelves prove. the greateſt inſtruments of oppreſ- 
ſion. The Aumils, in the firſt inſtance,” and the Munduls or Chiefs. of the villages ultimately, 
muſt ſupply this defect, if it cannot be otherwiſe remedied. I merely intimate this ſubje& to 
you, as proper for your enquiry and conſideration, but cannot give you any inſtructions concern- 


7 5 


ing it. 
6th. Great care muſt. be taken in the choice. of Aumils; I ſhall not deſcend to particulat 


ſtation, without ſuch pledge or other ſecurity for compelling his ae appearance whenever 
required, as may inſure, beyond a doubt, his obedience and fidelity; and both theſe and 
others, wherever ſtationed, ought to have the means of ſelf- protection, and to be truſted and ſup- 


Sth. From the practice which the late Reſident, his Deputy, and the Miniſter, ſeem to haue 
preſcribed to themſelves, of with-holding all official information from me, I have been under the 
neceſſity of forming my opinion of the ſtate of the Nabob's Government upon private intelli- 
gence; but this, from its variety, from its concurrence, notwithſtanding the various channels 
through which it has paſſed, and, above all, from its notoriety, comes to me with all the 
weight which the higheſt authority could give it. For ſome facts, I have the teſtimony of 
ſworn evidence; ſuch. are the tranſactions of the rebel Zemindars of Goorookpoor and Bareach, 
in the inſurrections of the laſt year, which had for their immediate object the deſtruction of 
Colonel Hannay, and the officers of his command, and ultimately the extirpation of the Engliſh 
influence and power throughout the whole of the Nabob Vizier's dominions. The Zemindars, 
who diſtinguiſhed. themſelves on this occaſion, were Zalim Sing, Ajeet Mull, Geenoo Roy, and 


duct, without deviation, to the preſent time, though the Nabob's, and not our Government, is 


to paſs with impunity ; obtain his order for employing ſome ſure means for apprehending thele 


reported to be, he ought, and you muſt inſiſt upon it, to puniſh them with death, and to treat 
with the ſame rigour every Zemindar and every ſubject who, ſhall be the leader in a rebellion 
againſt his authority. Severe as this injunction may appear at the firſt fight, it will be mercy 


and ſaving the blood of his people; for the reſolution once publiſhed, and enforced in a ſingle 
inſtance, will make it unneceſſary to proſecute it to a ſecond exampleQ. ery 


N 


# 
* 
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Toth. On the information of the defection of Almaſs Ally Khan, of. ſymptoms apparent of 
the like diſpoſition in the Aumil of Rohilcund, and of the general anarchy which prevailed in 


as of every other ſubject requiring their knowledge of them, reſolved and ordered, that 2 
ſtrong detachment, under Colonel Sir John Cummings, ſhould march into the dominions of 


which we underſtand, and this alſo from private information only, have been made by "> ſole 
| AI | : aut ority 


„ 


authority of Mr. Johnſon, covered by the Nabob's fdrmal requiſition, from the army ſtationed 
at Cawnpore. You will receive an order from the Board, to a to the commanding. officer 
of every detachment, that its ſervices are no longer required; which notification it will reſt 
with your diſcretion to make on the inſtant in which you ſhall ſee that it can be done with 
fafety ; and a correſpondent order will be ſent to Colonel Morgan, to command the, inſtant 
return of every detachment within four-and-twenty hours after the receipt of every ſuch no- 
tifcation. Upon this ſubje& I deſire you to bear in mind, that the army in Cawnpore, or in 
whatever part of the frontier it may be ſtationed, is appointed for the external . defence of the 
Nabob's dominions, and for that only; that this was its original deſtination, . intended by the 
treaty of 1773 commonly known by the treaty of Benares; and that every deviation from 
this object, and every diminution of its force, are impolitic, and highly dangerous to our own 
exiſtence, by the encouragement which it will afford to foreign invaſion. I underſtand that at 
this time there are only two regiments of ſepoys left, to ſupport the ſmall body of Europeans 
to which the ſtrength of that ſtation is now reduced. Events may hereafter atiſe of ſo ſudden 
and urgent an emergency, as to require a temporary deviation from this maxim; but it will 
be with the greateſt reluctance and diſſatisfaction that the Board will ever hear of ſuch a diſpo- 
ſition, and therefore you muſt be careful that the exigency be ſuch, from its urgency and ne- 
_ ceffity, as will clearly juſtify you in deviating from it, though but by the call of a ſingle re 1 
ment off that ſtation to any part of the Nabob's internal dominions; and on every ſuch occaſion 
you muſt be careful to comply with every formality enjoined by my inſtructions to Mr. Middleton, 
dated the 23d of Septemberg and to tranſmit inſtant advice of it to the Board, not waiting for 
the detail of your reaſons, which, to prevent delays, may follow as you ſhall have more leiſure to 
forward them. | . | 


SY 


I muſt make it my particular injunction, that ſuch a notification as I have mentioned above may 
be, at all events, inſtantly tranſmitted to the officer commanding the detachment ſent to Furrucka- 
bad, if my information be true, that ſuch a meaſure has been aſſumed by Mr. Johnſon ; for which 
no pretext can , ets Hairy» | i 


14th. Study, on every occaſion, to conciliate the good-will of the Nabob, and ſhew him every 
oſtenſible and external mark of reſpect. I ſhould hope, that, with due. attention, you would 
not find it difficult to make him himſelf the mover of every act neceſſary, whether for the ad- 
vancement of his own intereſt, or the diſcharge of his debts to the Company. But this can 
never be effected while the Miniſter, maintains that aſcendant over him which he at preſent holds, 
by the means of a nearer and more private intercourſe, and by affecting to be the vindicator of 
his rights, againſt the claims of our Government. In my late engagement with the Nabob,' 
it was ſtipulated that a certain ſum ſhould be ſet apart monthly for his private expences, and 
this made a part of my private inſtructions to Mr. Middleton. The ſum was afterwards" 
fixed, as I recollect, at thirty lacks. It was my intention and direction, that this appropria-' 
tion ſhould be made before any other; and this I make my preſent injunction to you, requiring 
alſo, that you do make it a point of immediate and ſtrict enquiry, whether the Nabob has hither- 
to received the whole, and punctual payment of the ſum aſſigned to this account, or any part of it 
has been withheld from him, whether with or without his concurrence. I mentioned this, becauſe, 
from ſome private information which I have lately received, I have reaſon to ſuſpect that this. is 
actually the caſe. Whatever foundation there may be for this report, let juſtice be done to the Na- 
bob, and if he has been deceived, undeceive him. | | 5 


th. The Nabob has repeatedly and bitterly complained of the indignity which he ſuffers in 
his authority by the uſurpation of the Company's Reſident, and as repeatedly demanded, that, 
whenever the Company's balance ſhall be completely diſcharged, he may be freed from this vexa- 
tion; that he may be pemitted to pay the ſubſidy in 5 37 money ; and that the affignments, 
which have been granted to ſatisfy that demand, may be reſtored to him. I confeſs that I did 
myſelf give encouragement to this propoſition, knowing at the ſame time the quarter from 
whence it came, I mean from Hyder Beg Khan; and, willing to exonerate this Government from 
the trouble and reſponſibility, and the Gian from the diſgrace, of whatever might attend 
the adminiſtration of the Nabob's Government, n too that it preſented a ſure proſpect of 
the regular payment of the current demands, by the penalty which would attend the failure in 
the reſumption of the former ſyſtem of aſſignments, and in the perſonal claims which it would 
bring on the Miniſter: But his miſcondu& has ſince manifeſted itſelf in ſo many particular in- 
ces, beſider the univerſal diſorder of the country, and this is ſo alarming in its effects to our 
own Government, that I ſhall heſitate, until I have the ſureſt and moſt ſatisfactory grounds to re- 
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? commend an acquieſcence in ſuch a meaſure. At preſent, the plea on which it is grounded is 
of probably yet at ſome diſtance ; for while I am writing theſe inſtructions, freſh circumſtances 
in occur to my knowledge, which make me much ſuſpect the real payment of the ſums brought 
le, to the Nabob's credit for the laft year's balance. It may not, however, be amiſs to talk with 
2 the Miniſter on the ſubject; to let him know, that it is well underſtood to be a demand for ſubſti- 
* _ his authority in the place of the Company's, and to inveſt him with the ſovereignty of the 
nt 


abob's dominions ; to aſk him, whether he ſhall in ſuch caſe expect the Company's protection 1 
e | e | ant 
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> 4nd if he does, by what claim of right? and whether, in the event of his involving our Govern. 
ment in a new ſcene of hoſtilities, by thoſe which his mal-adminiftration may produce, whether 
internally or by invaſion, in that country, he- ſhall think himſelf wo pr exempt from the per- 
ſonal vengeance which we may be diſpo ed to exact from him. At | events, the propoſition muſt 
be diſcouraged till a ſafer ſeaſon for its acceptance; but the abſolute rejection of it eluded with the 
Nabob, if he ſhall himſelf renew it. 2 55 | 


| 6th. For the reſt, I refer you to my inſtructions to Mr. Middleton, to which, in every point 
not revoked or qualified by theſe inſtructions, I muſt require your moſt attentive and literal obe- 
dience. | | | i | 


| 17th. I do juſtice to my ſenſe of your character, in declaring my entire reliance on your pru- 
dence and integrity; and to theſe I truſt for your deviation from any part of theſe inſtructions, at 
your diſcretion, in any inſtance which ſhall appear to you neceſfarily to require it; defiring, how- 
ever, as a proper caution, that, as much as you can, you will leave the ſubject free for my cor- 
rection of it, and inftantly inform me, or the Board, according to the degree of its importance, that 
you have acted in ſuch a manner, with your reaſons for it. | e e 


— 


I am, | 
Fort William, 5 OS 4 | 
October 23d, 1782. | | Your moſt odedient and humble ſervant, i 
1 | | W WARREN HASTINGS, 
A true copy. | | | | W 
8. Hill, 


12 AMR. to the Reſident. 


LETTER of Inſtructions from the GOVERNOR GENERAL to the RESIDENT at the 
| £2: 3 Vizier's Court. FT - | 1 
To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Reſident at the Court of the Nabob Vizier. 

Having on the 19th inſtant entered into certain engagements with the Nabob Vizier, tending 
to relieve his finances of a burthen they were no longer able to ſuſtain, with ſundry other clauſes, 
the execution of which is entruſted to you, I herewith encloſe an authentic copy of the ſame for 
your guidance. The Nabob, on his behalf, has ſubſcribed and ſealed an agreement in your pre- 
ſence, and in the preſence of Mr. Richard Johnſon and Hyder Beg Khan, reſpecting the better ad- 
miniſtration of his affairs, of which I alſo tranſmit you an authentic copy. WE. 


To theſe papers, and to the priate conſequently and neceſſarily dependant on them, I think it ne- 
ceſſary to add the following inſtructions, to which I require your moſt implicit obedience. _ 


I need 2 inform you, that my chief object, in my negociations with the Nabob, has been 

to induce and affift him to bring his Government and finances into ſuch regularity, as to prevent 
his alliance from being a clog inſtead of an aid to the Company; and to enable him to diſcharge 
his debt in the ſhorteſt time poſſible. To this end, the moſt eſſential point is to limit and ſepa- 
rate his perſonal diſburſements from the public accounts. They muſt not, in their total annual 
amount, exceed what he has received in any of the laſt three years. This amount, in twelve 
equal parts, ſhould be paid him monthly out of the firſt receipts; and the remainder of the net 
collections placed ſeparately in a public treafury, from whence his public, military, and civil 
eftabliſhment muſt be paid, under the ſole management and controul of the Miniſters, with your 
concurrence. It is of courſe to be underſtood, that this has no connection, and is in no ſhape to 
i interfere with the Company's aſſignment and the collections upon them, which are to be conducted 
li as uſual: And as by the addition of the Jagheer lands, with their revenues, to the Nabob's regu- 
itt lar collections, his income will, or ought to be, conſiderably increaſed, I ſhall expect that the whole 
it of the exceſs be appropriated to the diſcharge of the Nabob's debts to the Company. 5 


i Atcſter ſettling the amount of the perſonal diſburſements of the Nabob Vizier and his houſe- 1 


| hold, the next point that will require your exertion, towards the general arrangement of the public 
1 charges, is to reform the eſtabliſhed Muttaiena troops, reducing them into one eſtabliſhed corps 
| for whole ſervice. If this corps ſhould be brought to conſiſt ſolely of cavalry, it would bef 
| 


" — anſwer mutual benefit, leaving no infantry in the Nabob's ſervice, but what may be neceſſary for bi 
4 body guard; and to ſupply the deficiency, ſhould any occur 'from ſuch arrangement, our infant!) 
may be employed where infantry are wanted. | ; 


| ; | The corps reformed and eſtabliſhed, their pay muſt be ifſued from the public treaſury; No 
F _ aſſignments muſt in future be granted them, and thoſe already iſſued to be recalled. To ce 
| | this 
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this, all numbers above what the real ſervice may require, or the actual net receipts may be ade 
quate to the full payment of, muſt be diſbanded as faſt as their arrears can be paid off. | 


The Nabob will ſelect and appoint his own commanders; but if he ſhould nominate improper 
perſons, ſuch as men commonly known by the name of Orderlies, or others deriving their influ- 


ence from them, or of known diſaffection to our Government, you are in ſuch caſe to remonſtrate 
againſt it; and if the Vizier ſhall perſiſt in his choice, you are peremptorily, and in my name, to 
oppoſe it as a breach of the agreement. | 


For the management of the collections, the Miniſters, with your concurrence, are to chuſe all 
Aumils and collectors, and in their choice to be guided by the reſponſibility, good reputation, and 
known ability of the perſons they elect, that changes may, as far as poſſible, be avoided. | 


Much is to be ſaid though little may now ſuit, upon the ſubje& of the diſtribution of juſtice 
in the Nabob's dominions. For the preſent, I limit myſelf to direct you to urge the Nabob to 
endeavour gradually, if it cannot be done at once, to eſtabliſh courts of Adawlut throughout his 
diſtricts ; the Darogahs, Mowlavies, and other officers of which muſt be ſelected, as in the caſe 
of the Aumils, by the Miniſters, with your concurrence. — The want of theſe courts is equally hurt- 
ful to the revenue, Government, and reputation of the Nabob. 6 1 


In conſequence of the diſturbances which the rebellious example of Rajah Chiet Sing has cauſed 
in the Nabob Vizier's country, I have inſtructed Colonel Morgan to aſſiſt you, on the requiſition 
of the Vizier, communicated by you to him, or at your own ſingle application, if any caſe of 
emergency ſhould make it needful, with ſuch detachments as may be neceſſary, excluſive of the 
regiment of ſepoys, which is ſtipulated to remain with 7 


ou at Lucknow. This power you are not 
to exerciſe, but in caſe of the moſt urgent and manifeſt neceſſity. It is directed, that the regiment 


ordered for the immediate protection of your office and perſon at Lucknow, ſhall be relieved every 
three months, and, during his tay there, ſhall act ſolely and excluſively under your orders. 


It is finally my poſitive order, That you do not permit any Britiſh ſubjects, or others, claiming 
the name and protection of the Company, to reſide at Lucknow, or within any part of the domi- 
nions of the Nabob Vizier, except the officers and ſoldiers of the army acting in their duty, . 
and ſuch perſons as are officially appointed to remain there. And that to ſuch as are now at 
Lucknow, or in any other part of this dominion, not falling within the deſcription of the above ex- 
ception, you give due notice in writing, that they quit the country, allowing them a'reaſonable time, 


not exceeding three months, to ſettle their affairs; and in caſe of their refuſal, you are to inform the 


Nabob thereof, that he may uſe his own authority to compel them to depart. 


Chunar, 0 | | I am, 
23d September, 1781. | „ | PE. 4 
„ V.ͤuvour moſt obedient humble Servant, 
A true copy. cs (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
n Ms Hill, | | © 5 7 5 . 
it Aſſiſt. to the Reſidt. 
e . | „ 
1 COPY of the Agreement concluded by the GOVERNOR GENERAL with the VIZIER, on 
34 | | | the 19th of September, 1781. - | | 
vil The Nabob Vizier ul-Mummalick Aſſof ul Dowlah, Aſſof Joh; Yeheyah Khan Behadar, having 
ur repeatedly and urgently repreſented, that he is unable to ſupport the expences of the temporary bri- 
to gade, cavalry, and Engliſh officers, with their battalions, as well as the Gentlemen who are no- 
ted pad by him, under the denomination; of Sebundy, &c. &c. and having made ſundry requeſts to 
zu- that and other purpoſes, and as the conſtancy and firmneſs of his alliance with the Company entitle + 
ok him to every conſideration and relief that may depend upon us, I Warren Haſtings, Cloverhcr | 
| General, I Maud ul Dowlah Jelladit Jung Behader, &c. &c. on behalf of the Governor General 
5 and Council, have agreed to the undermentioned articles, the 19th day of September, in the year of 
* our Lord, 1781, correſponding to the laſt day of Ramzan, 1195 of the Hedjeree.. 3 
iblic | | 1 
orps Fig That the temporary brigade, and three regiments of cavalry, be no longer charged to 
belt the Nabob's account for the year Fuſſelee 1189, excepting a term of two and a half. months, 
r his Which is required for their paſſing the Nabob's boundaries, and for which, together with all former 
antr) — their uſual pay and allowances are to be made good. Alſo the Engliſh officers, with 
Nat dcbundy battalions, and other Gentlemen, excepting the Reſident's office, now upon the 
<4 liſt, be no longer at his charge for the year 1189, his arrears being paid up, with the 
No 5 mon of two months allowances. The true meaning of this being, that no more troops 
aplete © paid for by the Nabob, than the 


for ; number -of European infantry, artillery, and ſepoys, agreed 
Fir in title of one brigade, with the late Nabob Shujah ud Dowlah, now paid for at the 
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1 


rate of 260,000 rupees per month, to which is now to be added, one regiment of ſepoys of the 
preſent eſtabliſhment, expreſsly allowed for the purpoſe of protecting the office, treaſury, and 

erſon, of the Reſident at Lucknow, the pay and allowances of which are to commence from the 
iſt of Aughun next, at the rate of rupees 25,000 per month. 'The regiment to be relieved every 
three months. The brigade to be ſtationed or moved whenever the Nabob ſhall direct, in the 
mode preſcribed in the former treaty with the Nabob Vizier deceaſed. And, finally, that when- 
ever the Nabob Vizier ſhall require a further aid of troops from the Company, the pay and al. 
lowances ſhall commence from the day of their paſſing the Carumnaſſa. Allo, ſhould the affiſt. 
ance of the Nabob's troops be required by the Company, their pay and allowances, as may then 
be agreed upon, be allowed during the time they may ſerve. „ . 


2d. That, as great diſtreſs has ariſen to the Nabob's Government, from the military power and 
dominion aſſumed by the Jaghierdars, he be permitted to reſume ſuch as he may find neceſſary, with 
a reſerve that all ſuch, for the amount of whoſe Jagheers the Company are Guarantees, ſhall, in caſe 
of the reſumption of their lands, be paid the amount of their net collections, through the Reſident, 


In ready money. 


3d. That, as Fyz-Oolla Khan has, by his breach of treaty, forfeited the protection of the Engliſh 
Government, cauſes, by his continuance in his preſent independent ſtate, great alarm and detti. 
ment to the Nabob, he be permitted, when time ſhall ſuit, to reſume his lands, and pay him in money, 
through the Reſident, the amount ſtipulated by treaty, after deducting the amount and charges of 
the troops he ſtands engaged to furniſh by treaty, which amount ſhall be paſſed to the account of 
the Company during the continuance of the preſent war. 2 6b „ i 


. ath. That no Engliſh Reſident be appointed to F urruckabad, and the preſtut one recalled, s . 


th. That the treaties made between the Engliſh and the Nabob Shujah ud. Dowlah be rat: 
fied between the preſent parties, as far as may be conſiſtent with the above-written articles; and 
that no officers, troops, or others, be put upon the Nabob's eſtabliſhment, excluſive of thoſe herein 

1 A true copy. I signed) | WARREN HASTINGS, 


AMR. to the Reſidt. 


COPY of the Agreement made by the VIZIER with the GOVERNOR GENERAL.” 


Having on my behalf agreed to the requiſitions of the Nabob Vizier, without diminution or 
reſerve, I muſt now repeat the requeſt, which I before verbally made to him, That he will be 
pleaſed to attend to ſuch ah reap as I ſhall have to make to him; and to theſe I expect his 
aſſent the more readily, as they have for their ultimate object his intereſt alone, that of the 
Company being no further concerned than in the influence which they will eventually have in the 
payment of the debts due from the Nabob to the Company. I therefore recommend to him to 
reduce the great number of his Sebundy and other troops to regular and complete eftabliſh- 

ments, not to be paid by aflignments of revenue, but in. money from the Treaſury, and ther 
number not to exceed certain means of paying them. But, as this may be difficult, without 
making a ſeparation of the Nabob's public and private funds, I further reeommend, that he receire 
into his private purſe no more than a fixed monthly ſum, for the expences of his perſon and 
houſehold; and that the remainder of the net collections be left in a public treaſury, under the 
management of the public Miniſters, and the inſpection of the Reſident, for the diſcharge of his mi- 
litary and civil diſburſements. _ Ae | | = . A 

This advice is not meant to affect the affignments actually made, and which muſt be. annul 
renewed, for the payment of the paſt debt, and the current demands of the Company. _ 


Signed and ſealed by the Nabob ; accepting, 2nd 
Rs | ' promiſing to conform to the above advice. 
A true copy. 2 | 
S. Hill, PAY 
Aſſt. to the Reſidt. 
| | A true copy of an encloſure in 

Mr. Briſtow's letter. 
E. > + os | | 

Actg. Secy. to the Seeret Dept. 


' TRANSLATION 


1 10 J 
TRANSLATION of Propoſitions for the better Settlement of his Excellency the NABOB 
1 85 | VIZIER's Affairs. Ca as 
wa The realizing the Company's balance is the firſt object. This year the bad manage- 
ment of many of the Aumils, and the delaying to ſettle their accounts in proper time, cauſed 
at confuſion in many parts of the . A balance will be the conſequence. The 


is now expiring; it is proper every diſtrict ſhould be ſettled, the extraordinary charges curtailed, 
and the neceſſary expences be paid, that the Aumils may receive charge from the beginning of 
the year, make their arrangements in proper time, and have no excuſe for not paying the revenue. 


2d. The office of Dewan has been long held by Rajah Soorut Sing; but the Rajah poſſeſſes 
no authority in it; and the accounts I have required were furniſhed with great difficulty 
and delay; exclufive of which, perſons who have connection with the office tranſact the 
buſineſs. It is neceſſary that orders ſhould be iſſued to every Aumil and Sooriſhtedar, directing 
them to furniſh, without delay or evaſion, every account the Rajah may require. The accounts 

of every diſtrict and place, as well as of all the eſtabliſhments, That be depoſited in the Dewan's 
Cutcherry, for which a proper houſe ſhall be allotted. If accounts, once delivered- in, ſhould 
ever be ws 2+ or altered in any particular, by any of the officers of the Dewanny, ſevere 

niſhments thould be *inflited on the offenders. You will be pleaſed to aſcertain the dif- 
ferent departments of the Dewanny from its officers, ſpecifying the officers, the perſons who hold 
them, and every particular ſeparately, and favour me with an account of the whole. 


3d. A Treaſurer was appointed for the Vizier's perſonal expences, and a Paymaſter for the 
army; provided the revenues had been remitted according to the propoſed plan, the ſum 
total of then {the Company's aſſignments excepted) would have been depoſited in thoſe Trea- 
ſuries, and the particulars of the expenditure have been aſcertained. Notwithſtanding I have 
called for the account diſburſements, and the balance of cath, on the day Takoor Doſs was 
appointed, I have never been able to obtain either; beſides which, the ſaid Takoor Dofs, ac- 
cording to the plan, ought to have been Moktar Muſshreff : He has never been 2 in 
charge, and the confidence, which was before placed in him under his Excellency's adminiſtration, 
he has entirely loſt. In conſequence of the Treaſuries not being properly managed, large ſums 
are embezzled, though neceſſary eſtabliſhments are not provided for, whilſt lacks are ſquandered 
in uſeleſs expences. It is neceſſary a General Treaſurer ſhould be appointed, to whom all receipts 
of revenue ſhould be firſt paid, and afterwards diſtributed to the ſubordinate Treaſuries, 


4th. Funds for the regular payment of the Vizier's perſonal expences are the firft conſidera« 
tion, It is neceſſary to do away the diſgrace fuffered from the diſtreſs of the Vizier's houſe- 
hold, and irregular payment of his ſervants wages ; and for this purpoſe, the ſums allotted for 
the ſupport of his houſehold and ſervants ſhould be paid into the hands of a ſeparate Trea- 
ſurer. That the whole ſum ſhall be divided into twelve equal inſtallments, paid monthly by 
the ſaid Treaſurer. No payments to be made, except by the Vizier's orders, atteſted by the 
acting Miniſter ; and that no perfon, holding offices in the Vizier's houſehold, ſhall be a farmer 


of revenue. 


stb. Large ſums would be required to fatisfy the lift of Jagheerdars and Tuncauhdars. 
Owing to his Excellency's want of money, few are paid. The diftreſs has been fo great, that 
the Nabob's brothers, the women belonging to the Zennanahs of the late Vizier's, and the Na- 
bob Burhaan ul Mulk, have been in want even of the neceſſaries of life; ſome of his Excel- 
Jency's brothers have ſought a ſubſiſtence with other Chiefs. It is therefore neceſlary a ſeparate 
Treaſurer ſhould be appointed for the Jaghierdars and Tuncawhdars, and their penſions be paid 
monthly, according to the months of the Fuſſully yea. 


- bth. It is certain that great ſums are embezzled under the head of army diſburſements. 
Many ſervants on the civil lift enjoy conſiderable emoluments under this head; and there are 
no good troops exiſting ; and ſhould their ſervices be called for, 12,000 nor even 10,000 could 
be aſſembled. The few which exiſt have enereaſing arrears; and many, claffed among the 
troops, have obtained ſervice owing entirely to the favour and intereſt of Mutſuddies, and 
the civil officers of Government. They are totally unfit for ſervice. The keeping a uſelefs 
army, out of conſideration to ſuch people, is the worſt of ſyſtems in Government. The cavalry 
ave no fixed eſtabliſhment. For theſe ſeveral reaſons there is no regularity or diſcipline in 
the Vizier's army. Thoſe perſons, conſidered as troops, ſhould not act under the orders of any 
perſon, except their .own commanders, and ſhould never follow in the ſuit of any man. When 
I relinquiſhed the Tarkſowar aſſignments, the acting Miniſter promiſed me, that their juſt pay 
ould be paid them monthly, and given into the hands of each trooper. The embezzle- 
ments, the troopers riding the Vizier's horſes, and other abuſes in this corps, ought to have 
en Corrected ; but the pay was iſſued as uſual, and the abuſes continue. You will pleaſe to 
furniſh me with a ſtatement of Tipper Chund's office, ſpecifying the particular duties of each depart- 
ment, and the expence attending the whole. e | 5 
| 7th. 
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4 5th. The acting Miniſter has repeatedly informed me, that Muſter Maſters have been de. 


puted to every diſtrict ; nevertheleſs, the embezzlements and frauds have not been communi. 
cated to me. It is requiſite that you ſhould, through Rajah Tipper Chund, inform me of the 
names of the Muſter Maſter at every ſtation, and the reſult of their enquiries. | | 


 $th. The ſyſtem of aſſignment ſhould be aboliſhed, except 'on account of the Company, 
'The revenue to be depoſited with the General Treaſurer, who ſhall every day give a ſtatement of 
the bills he may receive. os e „„ 


gth. Robberies and murders are committed to an exceſs in Lucknow; it is therefore neceſſary 
to eſtabliſh the Phouſdarry Adaulut upon a reſpectable footing. Ne | 


toth. There ſhould be an office of Aumeen eſtabliſhed, for the trial of civil cauſes, diſpute 
lands, and exactions made by Aumils. 1 1 | „ 


Iith. That civil and military truſts ſhould not be united under the fame perſons. 


12th. Whereas the above 5 are agreeable to the arrangements ordered by the 
Governor General, the acting Miniſter's office, as well as mine, depend on the execution of them. 


TRANSLATION of kn Agreement propoſed to HYDER BEG CAWN by Mr. BRISTOW. 


I engage to tranſact, agreeable to my inſtructions, the affairs of both the Viziers and the 
Honourable the Governor General's Adminiſtration, in participation and with the advice of the 
Nabob Amyr ul Dowla Hyder Beg Cawn Behader, and will never deviate in any point of ſe- 
crecy or friendſhip, ſo long as the faid Amyr ul Dowla Hyder Beg Cawn Behader ſhall abide by 
the conditions of our reciprocal agreement, I will a& by his advice in all affairs and rank 

actions; and after having executed the Governor General's regulations, which he has directed 
ſolely for the benefit and advantage of his Excellency's affairs, and the good of humanity, ] 
will repreſent his zeal, in the aſſiſtance he may have afforded me, to the Honourable the Governor 
General, and obtain by every means in my power his confirmation in the office of Naib. Where- 
fore theſe few words are written in the ſtyle of an agreement. | 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN, 
5 | dated the 8th Jummudy Uſſauny, Higera 1197. | 


On the 26th of Jemmadyulaurel I had the pleaſure to deliver to you the general plan, when 
ou promiſed to furniſh me with an anſwer in two days. On the 28th of the ſame month 
I had the pleaſure of ſeeing you, when you made enquiries concerning feveral points, and 
requeſted a further delay of two days. I did not ſee you again till the 4th inſtant ; again - 
promiſed to deliver me your anſwer on the morrow. I neither ſaw you, however, the. next day, 
or the day after that; to wit, the 5th or 6th inſtant. On the 7th (yeſterday) you further poſt- 
poned your anſwer till this day (the 8th). Thus, Sir, twelve days have elapſed. I am 
therefore to requeſt that you will, in anſwer to this letter, be ſo obliging as to fix poſitively | 
ſome one certain day to furniſh me with an anſwer to each particular article of the above- 
mentioned plan. | FT $4 


TRANSLATION of HYDER BEG CAWN's Anſwer to the above, written the fame day 


I have been favoured with your letter, pointing out to me the ſeveral delays which have oc- 
curred reſpecting my anſwer to your general plan. The misfortune which has lately befallen 
me is not unknown to you. To be expoſed to ſuch diſtreſs is the common lot of humanity.— 
With reſpect to the plan propoſed to be carried into execution at the commencement of the 
enſuing year, there is a difference in what you have been pleaſed to ſay, and in what you 
have written to me on the ſubject. I am at your devotion. —Whatever you, Sir, have planned, 
begin it at any time, and in any manner; I am obedient to your orders. . 0 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN, 
5 25 dated the qth Jummady Uſſauny. | | 


| I have received your letter in reply to mine of yeſterday, requeſting you would fix on ſome 
day for furniſhing me with a reply to ſeveral articles of the new plan. You inform me, that 
I have told you one thing, and have written to you another.—I am not, Sir, guilty of ſuch 


inconſiſtency. I have uniformly requeſted of you, that ſuch parts of the plan as could de 
| rie 


[148 ] 


ried into execution without delay might be immediately executed, and the remainder poſt 

ned till the commencement of the new year. But it is moſt neceſfary every article ſhould 
deliberated on at this time, and every proper preparation made, and the arrangement of the 
ſeveral Mahals determined upon, previous to the period allotted for its execution. Agreeably 
to your Written 4 I was to have received as yeſterday your advice and- opinion 

n the ſeveral articles of the written plan I delivered you. To what purpoſe then do you 
now .mention to me a contradiction in my words and writings ? In affairs of ſuch conſequence, 
procraſti nation is impoſſible. —I am therefore compelled to repeat my requeſt, that you will poſitively 
appoint ſome day, and furniſh: me with a ng age anſwer on the ſubject above-mentioned, that I may 
tranſmit it to the Honourable the Governor General. | 1 7 5 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from HYDER BEG CAWN, in Anſwer to the foregoing, 


] have received your letter. I have formerly repreſented to you, and I now repeat it, that I 
am at your devotion. In whatever mode ſhall ſeem beſt to you, commence your plan; no 
objection whatever will be made by me. With reſpect to what. I mentioned of the difference 
between your verbal and written inſtructions, it would ill become me to falſify the fact. 
] appeal to yourſelf, Sir, whether the excuſe I alledged for the ſeveral delays was founded 
or not. Relative to the plan and arrangement, I make no objection; you, Sir, will adjuſt in 
the manner moſt agreeable to yourſelf, There is one moſt important article in the plan you 
have propoſed—To bring forwards Rajah Soorut Sing, and tranſact all affairs through fam, and 
without a crime to aboliſh the Naib's office, is in reality to diſpoſſeſs me of my poſt. I am 
obedient to your commands, and in every reſpect ſubmit _ to your orders. My anſwer to the 
plan you have ſubmitted to me is merely this—that you ſhould do in it what is moſt agreeable to 
yourſelf, I have no objection to make. | | 5 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN ; 
EL, dated the loth Jummady Uſſauny. 5 


] have been favoured with your letter, in anſwer to mine, relative to the execution of the 
general plan heretofore ſubmitted to your conſideration. What you write, reſpecting your rea- 
dineſs to carry it into execution, is moſt agreeable to me; but I aſſure you it never entered into 
my imagination to diſpoſſeſs you of your office, which you fay is the concealed intention of 
aboliſhing the Naib's Duftar. In all ages, and in all countries where the ' ſhadow of good Go- 
vernment has exiſted, the ſeveral departments have always been kept diſtinct, whilſt the general 
ſuperintendence has been the province of the Prime Miniſter ; and conformably to this ſyſtem will 
your influence extend through every department, leg pg, „„ 


TRANSLATION of Mr. BRISTOW's Letter to HYDER BEG CAWN dated the 12th 
VVV of Jemmady Uſſauny. | | | 


I intended to tranſmit my proceedings concerning the general plan to the Governor, by this 
night's Dawk ; but at our interview - to-day, you informed me that the Dewan's office was, 
from the beginning, . inveſted with authority, and you promiſed me an account of the particu- 
lars in writing, as an anſwer to the ſecond articles of the ſaid plan. I muſt trouble you to 
ſend in writing every circumſtance of our converſation, reſpecting the Dewan's being in poſſeſ- 
hon of his office. It is never my wiſh to make miſrepreſentations to the Governor; if there be any 
error in the ſecond article above alluded to, candidly tell me of it. | Ne 


 HYDER BEG CAWN in Reply. 


I have, in my former letters to you, explained my own ſituation, as well as the circumſtances 
relative to the Naib's office. I to-day fully anſwered both your verbal and written enquiries 
concerning the Dewan, explaining the duties of that and the Naib's offices under this Govern- 
ment, during the Adminiſtration of Raja Novel Roy, and Rajah Beny Behader. As to com- 
mitting the particulars to writing, there are other circumſtances which I muſt ſtate to you, 
which I ſhall have the pleaſure of doing to-morrow, and I will, after that, comply with your com- 
mands : The matter is briefly. this; I am obedient to your orders, and in whatever form or manner 
You may direct me, I ſhall conform to your pleaſure, and not make any objections. 


A true tranſlation. 50 | 
- (Signed) WM. COWPER. 
A true copy. LD Sw 
E. Hay, „ 
v Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. . 
Vor. III. 2 CONVERSATION 
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office, and of the nature of them, he replied, « That they were received entirely through 


promiſe made to you by me ? 


and Hyder Beg Cawn : —II call upon you to be informed of the fact, whether the office be eſtabliſh: 
dently, by the Company, in the diſcharge of his duty. 


TW 
CONVERSATION between Mr. BRISTOW and RAJAH JAGGERNAUT, Son-in-law. 
to RAJA SOORUT SING, at which Mr. COWPER was alſo preſent, Th 

Mr. Briſtow. Have you poſſeſſion of the office of Dewan ? 


| Rajah Jaggernaut. Rajah Soorut Sing has had the name only for ſome five or ſix years ſince the 

Adminiſtration of Hyder Beg Cawn. ee Gi 
B. Have the accounts been tranſmitted to you during that time regularly? 
J. At the end of the year regularly, of thoſe diſtricts farmed by Khaja ain ul Dine and Almaf 

Ally Cawn—from ſome other places I may have occaſionally received them; from many I have 

received none. | T N | 
B. To whom have the Aumils then delivered their accounts? 
J. | To the Miniſter, and Ticket Roy. 


B. If you were in full poſſeſſion of your office, would not all accounts, without exception, be 
found in your Dufter ? | | 1 8 


J. Certainly. 
B. Will you furniſh the general account, if called upon ? 
J. Whatever there are, will be furniſhed. 


B. If you were really in the execution of your office, would not the ſeveral Aumils moſt implicit- 
ly obey any requiſition made to them by you for accounts ? | 


J. Certainly. 
B. Would ſuch requiſition, were you to make it, be obeyed by any one Aumil ? 


J. Certainly not.—I told Hyder Beg this morning, upon being aſked by him if I was in charge 
of my office, that I was not, and had received no regular accounts. 


Being queſtioned particularly concerning the mode in which accounts were tranſmitted to the 
“ Hyder Beg, or Raja Ticket Roy; neither Omeid Roy nor Jellaunaut, the Dewanny Naibs, had 
c authority to correct the accounts. Arrangements made with the Aumils at the beginning of 
ce the year, and any ſubſequent charges, were never ſpecified—thoſe accounts only, upon which the 
* . adjuſtment took place, were depoſited in the office.“ 


Queſtion. Did 2 not tell me, at Colonel Martin's, upon my aſking ou, Whether you wiſhed 


that Soorut Sing ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of his office, that you certainly did, and it was an old 


Anſwer. Do not I make the ſame requeſt to you now ? 
Q. Will you give me in writing the manner in which the office is regulated at preſent ? | 
A. What occaſion is there to do that? 

Q. Somebody muſt do it —=As Dewan, you are the proper perſon to call upon for the accounts; 


Af you cannot furniſh them, you muſt affign ſufficient reaſons, or be made reſponſible. Yo 
will be required to explain theſe matters; and can you do it? | . 


A. I muſt not be confronted with H yder Beg Cawn. 
Q. The eſtabliſhment of the Dewan is expreſsly ordered: — It is not a conteſt between jon 
ed or not.— The Dewan will be put in charge, and his life and honour will be protected, indepen- 


A. I ſhall then be no longer under apprehenſion ; Rajah Soorut Sing is certainly not in po 
ſeſſion of the authority of his office, . re i | 


Raja! 


[ 143 1 


Rajah Jaggernaut, during the courſe of the converſation, upon m_ occaſion expreſſed his 
fears of Hyder Beg Cawn's coming to the knowledge of it-—He, Hyder Beg, would at all 
events aſk an explanation of him ;—-the , Rajah defired to know what pretence he ſhould ſuggeſt 
for the long interview he had with me.—T ſaid, He- muſt avow every word he had uttered. —He * 
replied, That he would not dare to do it.— I anſwered, That Mr. Cowper had been witneſs to 

| every ſyllable, and he could not prevaricate, I repeatedly apprized him that Soorut Sing would 
be called upon to ſtate the real WY. upon which he held his office; and endeavoured to re- 
move his fears with reſpect to Hyder Beg, holding forth protection to him, if he did his duty. 
— He then replied, «© From the man who had been confined, and corporally puniſhed by Elluje 
« Cawn; who had been relieved from confinement, and his life ſaved by you; and who is now 
« daily plotting and complaining againſt you—have I not every thing to fear? 


The Rajah was repeatedly alſo informed, that retroſpection into Hyder Beg's conduct, or that 
of any other perſon in authority, was not intended. Regularity in the management of the 
Vizier's affairs only, in time to come, was intended, and he might be ſatisfied of not being led 
into diſputes.—He was told to give what account he pleaſed of this converſation to Hyder Beg 
Cawn. Bok i | 88 ' 


The Rajah obſerved, That in Suja Dowlah's time, orders on the Treaſury, and alignments on the 
Aumils, were iſſued from the Dewannny office. RENE 5 


We ſolemnly declare the above to be a faithful 
tranſcript of the converſation between Mr. 
Briſtow and Rajah Jaggernaut, on the ſub- 


jet of the Dewan's office. | | 
JOHN BRISTOW, A true copy. 
WM. COWPER. | | E. Hay, 


Ly 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept, 


_— 


* 2 


EXTRACT of BENGAL GENERAL CONSULTATIONS, the 24th July, 1783. 
Read three letters and encloſures from the Accountant General. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 

I herewith beg leave to ſubmit to your, inſpection an account (No. 1.) ſtating the deficiency of 
a remittance made from the Reſident's Treaſury at Lucknow, in February, 1782, by bills of ex- 
change on Bankers at the Preſidency ; and requeſt to be honoured with your commands, whether 
this deficiency, . C. Rs. 1,30,338. 7. 7, ſhall be carried to the account of profit and loſs on the 
general books, or to what other account. —This queſtion relates to the books now adjuſting, for 
their cloſe on the 3oth April, 1782. But, as a matter of the ſame nature occurs in regard to the 
adjuſtment of the general books to be cloſed on the 3oth ultimo, I now beg leave to ſtate it in 
mag ou 2, and requeſt to be favoured with your commands reſpecting the diſpoſal of this defi- 
ciency alſo. FT | 3 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
| | (Signed) JAMES MILLER, 


Fort William, 
Actg. Acct. General. 


Acct. General's office. 


12th May, 1783. 
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are receiveable for 100 Calcutta ſicca rupees. 


current money. 


( 146 ) 

Lucknow ſicca rupees 105. 9. 3. being og! to Fyzabad 16 Sun. Sa. Rs. 100—120 of the 
former are equal to 113. 10. 7. of the latter, which, with their proper Batta of 8. g. 53 per 
cent. are equal to currt rupees 123. 6. 8. and this laſt ſum is equal to ſicca rupees 106. 6. 4. 
conſequently Mr. Briſtow's engagement for remittances to Surat are at the rate of Calcutta ficca 


rupees 106. 6, 4. per 100 Surat rupees. 7 * on! 


By the ſame rule, 115 Lucknow ſicca rupees are equal to Fyzabad 16 Sun. ſicca rupees 108. 14, 
10. which, with its proper Batta of 8. 9. 5 f is equal to current rupees 118. 4. 5. and this is equal 
to ſicca rupees 101. 15. 5. hence it appears, that the remittances procured on Braumpore coft Cal. 


— 


cutta ſicca rupees 101. 15. 5. per 100 of the rupees current there. 
i 6; a 5 


The firſt of the above exchanges I find to be only the very trifling difrench of two Py TY 
per cent. more than the exchange of 94 Surat rupees per hundred MDabab or Calcutta rupees, this 
being equal to 6. 6. 2. per cent. 7h r 

By the Braumpore exchange jt appears, that a ſmall fraction above 98 of the rupees of that place, 


Hh I am, &c. 
18th June, 1783. (Signed) 


/ 
* 


IAMES MILLER, 


* 


To JAMES PETER AURIOL, Eiquire, Secretary to the Honourable the Governor Genen | 
p " "I" ouncil. ö | | ; _— "io 


Sir, „5 : 

In conſequence of your verbal intimation, that the Honourable Board required to know the real 
value of the Fyzabab 16- ſun ſicca rupee, agreeably to the table of rates, and which I under- 
ſtand to mean comparative intrinſic value of the above ſpeties of rupees with the Calcutta ficca 
rupee—T have the honour to encloſe two accounts, exhibiting the difference between the arbitrary 
batta, which has hitherto been aſſigned to the Fyzabad 16 ſun rupees, and the proportionable batta 
which their intrinſic value admits of, when compared with the Calcutta ficca rupee reduced into 


The batta being | reckoned at 11 per cent. neither operates to the benefit or diſadvantage of 
either the Company or the Vizier, on all monies which are received and iſſued to the army, or 


other purpoſes above: But the caſe differs when money is remitted to the Preſidency ; for } 


the proportionable batta on the intrinſic value of the Fyzabad rupee being 9g. 2. 14. 14 per 
cent. the difference between that and 11 per cent. is an over valuation, and therefore not charge- 
able thereon, either in adjuſting accounts with the Vizier, or in reckoning the real value of Fyza- | 
bad rupees remitted by the Reſident. This deduction being made, the remainder, when com- 
pared with the receipts on this account, ſhews the actual expence or loſs accruing from the remit: 
tance. 5 | a ; | 3 
| | - 1 am, "Ces | 3 
Fort William, (Signed) JAMES MILLER, 
Acct. Genl's office, | Actg. Acct. Genl. 
19th June, 1783. | | „ 
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As 


14 


\s part of the difference ſtated in the two laſt accounts is only an ideal loſs, ptoceeding. 
2 1 difference between the arbitrary valuation of the 2 3 5 Tos in account, OY f ys 
cent. better than current rupees, aud the intrinſie value of the Fyzabad ſpecie, as rated by the 
Alley Maſter's table of rates, it ean form. no juſt claim on the Vizier, | 


Ordered, therefore, That this difference: be * by writing off the amount to profit 
and loſs ; but that the Vizier's account be debited for the actual loſs proceeding from the de- 
fciency between the amount received and the ſum credited the Nabob, at the ſtandard Batta 
fixed by the table of aſſay. a | | | ; | | 


Secret Conſn. 24th Joly. 5 4 : 
OS 2 F780 > -. 
Governor Genera. : | | e r 5 
I complain to the Board of the diſreſpe& which has been ſhewn to it, and diſobedience to its 
commands, by Mr. Briſtow, Six complete weeks have elapſed ſince he acknowledged the receipt 
of the orders of the 29th of May, which required him to reply to the charges preferred againſt 
him by the Nabob of Qude.—T'a theſe he has not yet replied, but either remains in the poſſeſſion 
of an uſurped deſpotiſm, ſcandalous ta this Government permitting it, or treats its authority with 
an inſolent and preſuming indifference, by a ſilence equally culpable, whether he is innocent or 


guilty of the facts of which he has been accuſed, or of the criminality imputed to them. 5 


Perhaps Mr, Briſtow may wiſh to avail him of the principle, which forbids that any man 
ſhould be condemned unheaxd, ta withhold his defence until he ſhall either have exceeded Go pe- 
riod which has been ſo repeatedly portended for the cloſe of the preſent Government, or until he 
| ſhall have concerted ather means for eluding the effect of an enquiry,—-In the mean time, the 
juſtice of the Board is liable to be arraigned by ſuffering ſuch delays: It is now four months 


ſince the Nabob Vizier tranſmitted his grievances to me, and more than three ſince they were 
formally made known ta the Board. | 88 | | 


On theſe grounds, 1 hope the Board will agree with me in the teſolution of bringing this buſi- 
neſs to a deciſion, without ſuffering it to depend longer on the pleaſure of Mr. Briſtow; and that 
they will allow me to bring it before their notice for that purpoſe on Monday next. 


(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 
A true copy. 2 | 
E. Hay, „ ä 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 
Conſn. 28th July. on | 


Governor General, „„ . 3 9 
Conformably to the declaration made and recorded by me in conſultation of the 24th inſtant, I 
now move, That Mr, Briftow, for diſreſpett to the Board, and diſobedience of the orders written to 
him by the Board on the 29th of May, and acknowledged by him on the 13th June, in having 
- this _ avoided or neglected to reply to the ſame, be removed and recalled from his ſtation and 
ce at Lucknow, | . | 


| Talfo move, That as the Nabob of Oude, in his letter received on the Ich April laſt, and laid 
before the Board on the 21ſt of the ſame month, has deſired that Meflrs. Briſtow and Cowper, the 
actual Reſident and Deputy appointed for the tranſaction of the Company's affairs at his Court, 
may be recalled from thenee ; and that he may be allowed & the exerciſe of difcretional power 
for the management of his country, and the payment of the Company's money or debt; and 
tus engaged, that on theſe conſiderations he will pay the full amount of whatever ſhall be due to 
the C „both of the paſt and growing debt, in ſuch manner as the Board ſhall preſcribe z 
the office of Reſident at the Court of the Nabob of Oude, with that of the Deputy, and other 
lubordinate parts of the ſame eſtabliſnment, excepting the office of Accountant, be diſſolved ; 
and the Nabob of Oude, and his Minifter Hyder Beg IS made jointly reſponſible, according to 
the terms of heir letters, as ſet forth in the extracts hereto ſubjoined, for the payment of the 


ſums due, and which may become due to the Company for the preſent and enſuing year Fuſſullee, 


ending in September 1 784. = | | h 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
A true copy. | | | | | | 


E. Hay, | — | 
Actg. 70 | e | 0 l a . 
Vol. III. en, ; _ p wy 28th 


[ 150 ] 
28th July 1783. b. Het! | 
The Secretary begs leave to inform the Board, that he has within theſe two days received: 
private letter from Mr. Briſtow, dated 16th inſtant, which mentions, that © his indiſpoſition haz 


« prevented him from writing or anſwering the complaints ſo ſoon as he ought, but that his lette, 
« would be diſpatched to-morrow, or next day at furtheſt; he hoped.” 3 


Ordered, That the Governor General's minute be ſent in circulation, for the conſideration of the 
Members of the Board. | 77 | | 


Art ——ů—ů— 


The Governor General informs the Board, that he has alſo brought a continuation of the letter 
which he has received from the Vizier and Hyder Beg Cawn, and deſires that they may be. ſent in 
circulation, and copies tranſmitted to Mr. Briſtow for his anſwer to them; but that they may not 
be vonſidered as forming any part of the preſent queſtion, being totally independent of it. 


— 1 


— — — 


EXTRACT from a Letter of HYDER BEG CAWN's to the Honourable the Governs 
| General. Received 7th April 1783. 1 


E —— — — — * — 
— —_ — SCC red rod —ñ—iʃ̃5⅛ ß T⁰—— 
#4 — 

® 


Relying on your goodneſs, his Highneſs has requeſted the removal of Mr. Briſtow, and the 
grant of diſcretional authority to him in the management of his country, and for the payment 
of the Company's monies. If you ſhould be graciouſly diſpoſed to comply with his requef, 
and, at the ſame time, ſo far to favour me as to appoint me, from yourſelf, to the management 
of affairs here, agreeably to the propoſals made to you by his Highneſs, both reſpecting the 
ſums remaining due on Teep and on Mahajin's bills, and with regard to the preſent year 110% 
Fuſſulee, and for the enſuing year Fuſſulee 1191, in any manner you ſhall pleaſe to direct! 
will engage, in obedience to your orders, to remit the ſame to you, kiſt by kiſt, in bills, and 
as much thereof as ſhall be neceſſary for the' payment of the Company's troops in this quarter 
| «| ſo much, on receipt of your orders, I will pay on the ſpot, to ſuch commanding. officer of 
| 
| 
| 


* — 3 * <= 2 . — — . 7 * bk — 2 

- 2 e . —— 
1 — — — — — * — * 

: ——— — 

> $7 


5 ; troops as you ſhall pleaſe to direct. As I was originally raiſed from the duſt by your hand 

| and am debtor to you for my rank and reputation, ſo now alſo, aided by your favour and 
protection, by your patronage and ſupport, I ſhall be enabled to effect theſe objects. If you 
ſhall pleaſe to honour me with the appointment, as your particular and immediate dependant; with 
God's aſſiſtance, I will not be deficient. in conducting the affairs of the Company's Surcar, or in 
obedience to your commands. . e 
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EXTRACT from the NAVAUB VIZIER's Letter to the Honourable the Goren General. 
| Received 7th April 1783. EE e 
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Jam ready and willing to pay the Company's monies. I intreat, as a favour, that you vil 
recall Mr. Briſtow and Nur. Cowper, and permit me the exerciſe of diſcretional power for the 
management of my country, and the payment of the Company's monies. I will cauſe payment d 
thoſe monies to be made through the hands of my Miniſters, in the manner hereafter mentioned: 


eie 
- IA EW Ee”, 
- va wn hems tee 


That is to fay—Whereas Mr. Briſtow has declined taking bills from the Mahajins, for tie 
balance of Teep for 26 lacks given by them, and has taken the Jaidauds aſſigned to thok 
Mahajins into his own hands, and declared that he himſelf will collect the amount, and remit 
it to the Company's Treaſury ; the truth of which you may aſcertain from the Mahajins, wtv 
have given Teep, and who declare themſelves ready to grant bills for the ſame, if put in po- 
ſeſſion of the Jaidauds originally aſſigned them. When your orders, eſtabliſhing my -authority 
for the management of my country, and the payment of the money, - ſhall arrive, and Mr. 
Briſtow and Mr. Cowper be recalled from hence, I will procure bills to be granted by thol 
Mahajins, to the amount of the balance of thoſe Teep, and tranſmit them to you; and wiat- 
33 ever ſums may remain due on the bills for 26 lacks, granted by Gopaul Doſs Sahoo, from 
8 3 whom Mr. Briſtow has taken by violence my Miniſter's Tummuſſook, and ſubſtituted Þs 
= own in the place thereof. I will take back Mr. Briſtow's Tummuſſook from the Gomaſtahs af 
=_ the aforementioned Sahoo, and cauſe it to be returned to Mr. Briſtow, and for what ſhall remai 
due to the ſaid Sahoo, I will cauſe ſuch good and ſubſtantial ſecurities to be given to his fil 
ſi ; | | Gomaſtahs on the ſpot, that no cauſe for ſuſpicion or doubt ſhall remain; and with reſpect to 
the preſent year Fuſſulee 1190, and the Jaidauds for the Company's money, ſettled and received 
by Mr. Briſtow, and for the amount of which he has taken Tummuſſooks from the Aumils dl 
the Jaidauds, let him be directed to deliver up the Tummuſſooks of the ſaid Aumils to me, and 
whatever ſums may remain due from the ſaid Jaidauds, and payable by the faid Aumils, 
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133 
game ſhall be remitted. to you in bills, kiſt by kiſt, b my Miniſters ; whatever ſums you ſhall 


direct to be paid here from the amount thereof, for the uſe of the Company's troops, the ſame 
ſhall be paid here monthly to the Commanding Officer of thoſe troops. 


And for the enſuing year 1191 Fuſſulee, whatever plan or mode you ſhall be pleaſed to dic- 
tate and determine, that plan or mode, on your informing me thereof, ſhall be received and 
ſtrictly followed: I will not object to, or heſitate to fulfil your ' pleaſure in any reſpect whatever. 
If you will pleaſe, as a mark of your friendſhip, to recall Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Cowper, and 
confer upon me diſcretional authority for the management of my country, and for the payment 
of the Company's monies, with God's aſſiſtance, I will cauſe thoſe monies to be furniſhed and re- 
mitted by Miniſters, agreeably to what I have written. If any defect or deficiency ſhall happen, 

you will on the inſtant take whatever meaſures you ſhall think proper. | | 


4 


In the Nuvvaub Vizier's own hand. I hope, my friend, from your kindneſs, that I ſhall be 
delivered frem theſe diſtreſſes, and obtain my requeſt. | OY. | 
e A true extract, | 
E. HAT. „ 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


* —__— „ * 


_— „* 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Honourable GOVERNOR GENERAL and COUN- 
l,, in their Secret Department, 37ſt July, 1783. e 


4 Conſidered the Governor General's motions, recorded in conſultation the 28th inſtant. 
iſt, For the removal of Mr. Briſtow from Lucknow ; and, 


2dly, That the office of Reſident, and its dependencies, except the Accountantſhip, be diſ- 
folved ; and the Nabob, and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, be jointly reſponſible (according 
to the terms of their letters to the Governor General, for the payment of the ſums due, and which 
may . due, to the Company for the preſent and enſuing year Fuſſulee, ending in Septem- 
ber, 1784. 25 | | | | 


Mr. Stables.—1 cannot affent to the firſt queſtion, until I fee what Mr. Briſtow has to 
ſay in his juſtification, I object to the ſecond queſtion, and ſhall aſſign my reaſons here- 
after, 1 | | | 


Mr. Macpherſon. —I cannot aſſent either to the 1ſt or 2d propoſition, and ſhall give my reaſons at 
a future period. | ee Þ : 


The Secretary accordingly received the followingly minute from Mr. MꝙPherſon, which he cir- 
culated to the other members of the Board: | . | 

Mr. MPherſon. „ 5 

[ cannot condemn Mr. Briſtow, or any ſervant, till J am convinced of his delinquency. He 
3 been ill, and he may have many and ſtrong arguments to plead for the delay in ſending 
his anſwers. wy e | | 


As for the propoſition for removing the Reſidency from Oude intirely, and leaving to the Vi- 
zier and his Miniſter the powers which they requeſt, it is a meaſure of critical magnitude, nor 
Foy I conſent to it without full ſecurity for the Company's intereſt, and the peace of our 
rontiers, Ny | : 2 | | 


Arrangements to ſecure both muſt be maturely and well concerted; and we ought to at- 
2 particularly to the change in our ſituation from the re-eſtabliſhment of the French in 
ndia. | 


Mr. Wheler delivers in the following minute: 


Mr. Wheler. | | | 5 

In a minute I delivered at the Board on the 22d May, I expreſſed a wiſh that we ſhould enter 
upon an immediate enquiry into the ſtate of the Nabob of Oude's country, for the purpoſe of detet- 
mining how far the orders which had been given to Mr. Briſtow, on his appointment to Oude in 
eptember, 1782, and which have ſince produced ſuch ſerious conſequences, areapplicable to the preſent 
ate of that country, as well as for the furcher purpoſe of explaining and amending ſuch parts of theſe 


orders as, either from an alteration in circumſtances, or other cauſes, are no longer conſidered to be 
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eſtabliſhment, excepting the office of Accountant, as recommended in the Governor General's 


province. 


power, during the rains, or whilſt the Ganges is unfordable ; and therefore, ſuppoſe that this detach* 


{ 152 ] 


in union with the intereſts of the Company and the Nabob. Such an enquiry into the ſlate of 
Oude, and ſuch a reviſion of the orders in queſtion, I think more expedient and more neceſſary at 
this time, than when J before recommended it, as the propoſitions now ſubmitted to the Board by the 
Governor General do not only relate to the conduct of the Reſident and his aſſiſtant, but in. 
yolve a great political queſtion reſpecting the future connection between the Nabob and the 
Eaſt India Company. It appears therefore indiſpenſably neceſſary, that we ſhould receive the mog 
complete and ſatisfactory information on thoſe points, which have led the Governor General to { 
material and important a change in the ſyſtem which has been laid down and eſtabliſhed for the ma. 
nagement of the Company's concerns with the Nabob Vizier. | 


Thus circumſtanced, and now poſſeſſing information of the conſequences to which Mr. Brit. 
tow's removal will lead, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that as the Reſident ſtands charged by the 
Nabob and his Miniſter with the uſurpation of an undue authority, and as he is called upon 
by this Government to anſwer thoſe charges; it will, in my opinion, be highly improper to 
ſhift the ground of thoſe 3 to that of diſreſpect to this Board, for having delay. 
ed to reply to them; which I ſhould have conceived was. guarded againſt by his letter to 
the Board, dated 23d June, urging, as an excuſe for not immediately anſwering them, his con- 
finement to his room from illneſs; and by a ſubſequent letter to the Secretary, to the fame 
effect, 


However ill prepared I may feel myſelf to decide upon ſo momentous a queſtion as is now; 
for the firſt time, introduced in the-latter part of the Governor General's minute, I ſhall not 
ſcruple to venture an opinion, that if ever there was a period at which withdrawing the in- 
fluence of the Company from the Nabob of Oude's court, and leaving both him and his country 
to the mercy of his Miniſters, was attended with peculiar hazard to the intereſts of the 
Company and the Nabob, that period is the preſent. I cannot therefore (impreſſed as I am 
with this belief, and dreading the alarming conſequences likely to follow the adoption of ſuch 
a meaſure, from the preſent diſordered and unſettled ſtate of the Nabob's country, and the un- 
fitneſs of his Miniſter to govern it) conſent to accept of the propoſal now offered by the Na. 
bob for the liquidation of his actual and growing debt to the Company, or to aboliſh the office 
of Reſident at his court, with that of the Deputy, and other ſubordinate parts of the fame 


minute. | 


Governor General.—It is not neceſſary that my opinion ſhould follow, as it is expreſſed in the 
terms of the queſtions which I have propoſed. I ſhall have ſomething to ſay upon the ſubje& of 
Mr. Wheeler's minute. Probably the minutes of the other members of the Board may require 
from me a reply: J hope not; but ſhall reſerve what I have further to ſay upon them, or upon the 
general ſubject, to another occaſion. | N e 


Reſolved, that doth queſtions be carried in the negative. 
| | ; A true copy. 
E. HAY, erin eT 

Ag. Secy. to the Secret Dept 


* a. —— n 


EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, the 11th Auguſt, 1763 
Read the following letter from General Stibbert. 


Gentlemen, | | „„ 
I beg leave to incloſe, for your information, a copy of a letter which I a few days ſince te- 
ceived from Colonel Sir John Cumming, informing me of his having recalled the detachment 
under Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon from Anopſhire, and of his being about to diſpatch, in com- 
pliance with a requiſition from the Vizier, two regiments into Rohilcund, for the protection of that 


I muſt obſerve to the Board, That I have no advice of any internal commotions in that pan 
of the country; and there can be no apprehenſion of an invaſion from the Seiks, or any otler 


ment is required to aſſiſt the Aumils in the collection of the revenues, 


Fort William, I have the honour to be, Ne. 
18th July, 1783. (Signed) Gr. STIBBERT: | 


11 
1 have the honour to inform you of my having recalled the detachment under Lieutenant 
Colonel Knudſon, and that they are now on their return. 


In compliance with a requiſition for, two regiments to be ſtationed during the rains in 
Rohilcund, I have ordered thither the gth regiment of ſepoys, and 4 companies from Colonel 
Knudſon's detachment.— The four companies are to remain there till the junction of the detach- 
ments now out on ſervice ſhall enable me to complete the two regiments, as required by the Vizier. 


I have the honour to be, &c. | | 
(Signed) . - JOHN CUMMING, 


ne 2 th 1783, : 
2 Colonel. 


Secy. to the Commr. in Chief. . 


To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Efquire, Governor General, &. Members of 
| the Supreme Council, Fort William. e . 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, , 9 
Colonel Sir John Cumming having aſſented to my requiſition, made conformable to the acting 
Miniſter's advice, in the abſence of the Nabob Visier, for the detaching two regiments of 
ſepoys to canton in the province of Rohilcund, during the periodical rains, I have the honour 
to inform you, that the day before yeſterday I received information from Major Cook, the 
officer commanding; the detachment, of his arrival at Barelly. My reaſons for making the requi- 
ſition, I ſhall now take the liberty to ſubmit to your conſideration. | 5 
Owing to the drought during the ſeaſon for the cultivation of the Rubby 2 and the 
violent and oppreſſive adminiſtration of Khowja Ain ul Dein, the province of Rohileund is re- 
duced to a ſtate of miſery, which requires every exertion of the Vizier's Government to relieve. 
The Honourable Company's intereſts are cloſely connected in effeRing this very deſirable object. 
—The balance due on account of my aſſignment was ſixteen lacks ninety-two thouſand three 
hundred and thirteen rupees, three annas, and fix pice; and IT could not obtain any fatisfac- 
tion from Khowja Ain ul Dein for the payment of it.— The Honourable Board are already in 
poſſeſſion of ſufficient facts to raiſe doubts of Khowja Ain ul Dein's fidelity; and it appeared 
to me a meaſure of abſolute neceſſity to ſtation a ſufficient force in that province to ſecure as 
conſiderable a part as poſſible of the balance, and likewiſe to be ready to repel, or at leaſt guard 
againſt, the attempts which he might make to involve the country in anarchy and confuſion 
when his diſmiſſion ſhould take place.—It is with the utmoſt concern, Gentlemen, I alſo inform 
you, that the revenue of Rohilcund is reduced near half during the adminiftration of Khowja 
Ain ul Dein, and I have great reaſon to apprehend, any meaſures which. can now be adopted, 
will not admit of a greater ſum being collected next year, than from thirty-five to forty lacks, 
when, five years ago, that province yielded ſixty-four lacks. The incloſed letter from Ma- 
homed Cazim is a corroboration of the fact. | | 


In order to furniſh your Honourable Board with juſt information of the diſtracted ſtate of the 
Government, it is only a few days ſince three battalions of the Vizier's troops mutinied, and 
left their Ration at the Gauts of Darranegur, where they were poſted for the , defence of the 
frontier. One battalion marched to Lucknow, and the ringleaders were diſmiſſed the ſervice by 
his Highneſs:— The other two battalions proceeded to the neighbourhood of Barelly ; the 
Aumil having requeſted Major Cook's affiftance, he quelled the mutiny, and the troops have 
ſince returned to their duty.— The cauſe of this commotion aroſe from the hs arrears of pay which 
were due to the men. | e | 1 | 


Barelly was recommended by the Miniſter for the ſtation of the detachment, from being the 
reſidence of the Aumil, and moſt convenient for fupporting the authority of Government, in the 
event of Khowja Ain ul Dein's ſhewing any diſpoſition to create diſturbances. | 2 


Colonel Sir John Cumming has made a reference to me concerning the building or tempora 
cantonments at Barelly ; he obſerves, that © erecting ſhelter will not only be of the greate 
: ſervice, in ſaving the arms and ſtores from deſtruction or damage by the inclemency of the 
a weather, and preſerving the health of the Europeans (ſerjeants and artillery men) but will 
5 alſo be 2 very great ſaving of expence to his Excellency the Vizier. If cantonments are 
b erected, it will no longer be neceſſary to continue the native troops on full Batta.— This 
1 article will be a ſaving of nearly ſeven thouſand rupees a month; a ſum almoſt equal to 
n mr will be expended in building the propoſed cantonments.-On the contrary, if no 
, ulldings are erected, and the troops remain in the field, he does not ſee the poſſibility of 
putting them on half Batta.“ 1 1 4 85 eee 
| e 24 „ I returned 


Vol. III. 


I 
1 returned for anſwer, That as the expences of his detachment did not concern my office, 1 
had referred the matter to your Honourable Board for deciſion. | | | bh 5 


OO I have the honour to be, &c. : Ef 
Lucknow. 2 (Signed ) JOHN BRISTOW, 
qth July 1783. | | Reſidt. at the Vizier's Court, 


A true copy. 
E. Hay, 5 | 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


TRANSLATION of the Extract of a Letter from MAHOMED CAZIM to Mr. BRIS. 
= TOW, dated 20th Rujub 1197 Hegira. OR 


I cannot, conſiſtently with my attachment to you, conceal certain circumſtances from your 
knowledge, and I mu therefore plainly inform you, that the country of Rohilcund is ruined and 
deſolated, and the inhabitants are in a moſt wretched ſituation. In diſtricts where there was for. 
merly one lack fifty thouſand, there is now only ten thouſand rupees collected, and even that 
ſum the Ryots will not have the means of paying in future. If the Aumils be called upon to 
attend to Lucknow, and Aumeens be deputed to the ſpot, and there remain for a year, the re- 
duction of the revenue and the deſolation of the country will then be known: Even now, ar. 
bitrary fines are levied ; corporal puniſhment is exerciſed upon thoſe who are ſuſpeCted of poſſeſſing 
wealth, and they are compelled to part with it. It is in no reſpect intended to cheriſh the people 
and improve the cultivation of the country in future. Whatever was incumbent on me, out of at. 
tachment to you, that I have repreſented. | PO C3 OR; 


On the receipt of your letter, I called together many people who were well verſed in the buſi- 
neſs, and had held employments in this country, and I demanded of them to what amount could be 
collected in Rohilcund for the enſuing year. I underſtood from them, © that if it was 
cc intended at the Preſence to conſider the good of the people, and the cultivation of the coun- 
cc try, that thirty-five Iacks of rupees could be collected, including duties and every article of 
cc revenue. Written engagements muſt be entered into with the Ryots for their ſecurity, 
“ Should the largeſt poſſible ſum be collected, it would not amount to forty lacks, and this even 
© would depend upon the Aumils being immediately put in charge.“ + 


A true tranſlation 


(Signed): © J. NEA 


Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
A true copy of the tranſIn. 0 at the Vizier's Court. 
4 | E. Hay, | 
14 | | a Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 
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2 To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Gentlemen 
1 . f a Hof the Supreme Council, Fort William. | 


Gentlemen, 5 
In obedience to your commands of the 29th of May, I have now the honour to tranſmit you 
my reply to the complaints preferred againſt me by his Highneſs the Vizier, and his Miniſter 
Hyder Beg Khan. Much hath been anticipated by my former communications to the Governor 
General, and to your Honourable Board, in which I ſtated fully and regularly the conduct I pur- 
ſued in diſcharge of my duty, and in obedience to my inſtructions—a ee which J foreſaw and 
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attention to the treaty of Chunar, to the inſtructions to my predeceſſor and myſelf, and to other 
points of record, as well in defence of the meaſures I had purſued, as in explanation of the in- 


i predicted would aſſuredly ſubject me to the reſentment and to the accuſations of the Miniſter. 

1 Having ſhewn a ſteady determination to effect, if poſſible, the ſalutary purpoſes of my appoint- 
5 ment, and, in this view, having uniformly regulated my conduct by my inſtructions, I ſubmit, 
| Gentlemen, whether it is I alone whom the Miniſter inſults, when he characterizes me as an idiot 
ſi and a madman—as planning the wildeſt projects, and endeavouring to accompliſh them by the 
1 abſurdeſt management. | | 28 | 
| | | In the courſe of my former communications, I have frequently had occaſion to requeſt your 


8 trigues and oppoſitions of the Miniſter : It is with extreme reluctance, therefore, that J venture 
5 to trouble you with a continuation of ſuch references; but the neceſſity of my own vindication, 
and the reſpect I owe to you not to ſuffer accuſations againſt me, for a literal obedience to your 


commands, to paſs without the fulleſt refutation, will, I truſt, excuſe a new appeal to them N 
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40 the introduction of the following extracts from the Governor̃ General's correſpondence 
with the late Reſident Mr. Middleton, dated the 26th December 1781, and the 3d January 1782. 
I have waited thus _ in the hopes of hearing that ſome progreſs had been made in the 


execution of the plan which I concluded with the Nabob in September laſt.—I do not find that 


« any ſtep towards it has yet taken place, though three months are elapſed; and little more than 


« that period did appear to me requiſite to have accompliſhed the moſt eſſential parts of it, and to 
« have brought the whole into train.— This tardineſs, and the oppoſition prepared to the only 
« decided act yet undertaken, have a bad appearance.—Agpain I have clearly explained my in- 
« tention to be, that the firſt receipts of the current revenues ſhould furniſh the ſtipulated 
« amount of the Nabob's private expences ; that the reſidue ſhould be applied to the diſcharge 
« of his military and civil expences; that his aſſignments for the Company's debt, and other 


i charges defrayed by them, thould remain as uſual ; and that the whole of the exceſſes of the 


« Jagheers ſhould be appropriated to the ſame account.—I require no more; nor can I add either 
« explanation or comment on the inſtructions which have been originally given to you, that can 
« be more clearly expreſſed, or more fully, than the words of the original text.—I now refer you 
« back to the agreement concluded by me with the Nabob, and my inſtructions delivered to you 
jn conſequence of it.— Theſe are to be your ſole guides; nor do I mean, by any thing which I 
« have ſince written, whether in this or any former letter, to revoke or change a tittle of what is 
« written in them.—On theſe I ground the whole of your preſent reſponſibility, except what I 
« have written concerning the additional claims made on the Begums, and which I conſider as a 
« virtual part of my formal inſtructions.” After this, Gentlemen, had I continued. paſſive at the 
Court of Oude, had I failed to urge points thus ſtrictly enjoined me by my inſtructions, what charge 
might not have been exhibited againſt me? To what ſuſpicions ſhould not have been expoſed ? 
What cenſures might I not have incurred? With reſpect to the meaſures which the Miniſter ſo 
loudly reprobates, no alternative was left me; I was directed in the moſt peremptory language 
to execute them; and, as I have ſhewn, all future reference on the ſubject was in a manner forbid- 
den, Yet I did not fail uniformly to apprize the Honourable Governor General and your Board of 
my intentions; and theſe informations were ſubmitted to you early, in the expreſs purpoſe of leav- 


ing my conduct {till open to your correction. —Gentlemen, you are too juſt not to allow the force 
of this obſervation. | | 


quitting the country. Let any man travel through the Vizier's dominions, | 


example in the hiſtory of any nary; If however we look back and reflect, we ſhall find no 


of his Highneſs's name. The unprincely ſtyle which the 2 Aſſuph Addowla hath, 
on this occaſion, been compelled to adopt, gives us indeed no idea of the dignified reſentment 


of 
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of inſulted ſovereignty; though; conſidered as an act of reſignation, to the will of hig 
Miniſter, it affords a ſtriking example of the condition of unreliſting ſubmiſſion and hopeleſs 
degradation, to” which ſometimes even Princes are reduced. To illuſtrate this ſubject 

further, I will beg leave to contraſt the ſentiments contained in the letters to which his High- 


neſs's ſeal is affixed, with the following brief hiſtory.-When the regulation of his houſehold 


was firſt in agitation, I waited upon him, accompanied by two Gentlemen, now at Lucknow, 
to repreſent to him the expediency of the meaſure. I found the Vizier convinced and ſatisfied 
of the neceſſity of a reform; at the ſame time it could not eſcape me, that he was wh 


impreſſed with apprehenſions of the diſpleaſure of his Miniſter, and, under this impreſſion, 


could only obtain from him, that he would inform me of his final reſolution in three days; 
or, in other words, when he had learnt from Hyder Beg Than how far he was to comply. In 
ſupport of the arguments I uſed to convince his Highneſs of the miſchiefs of delay, I repre- 
ſented to him; that with a revenue of near three crores of rupees, every department of his 
Government was involved in confuſion and beggary ; that the animals of his ſtables were often 
in want of food, his army in arrears, the penſions to his relations unpaid, and even himſelf 
not ſeldom affociated in the diſtreſs and poverty which ſurrounded him. I obſerved to him, 
that this general diſorder was more extraordinary, as his annual diſburſements to the Company, 
and the monies appropriated to his immediate expences, did not exceed 140 lacks of rupees ; 
and I requeſted he would do me the favour to inform me how the remainder, a ſum equal to 2 
crore and ſixty lacks, was diſpoſed. Here his Highneſs ſeemed to awake to all the ignominy 
of his ſituation z the genuine feelings of his heart prevailed, and, with great emotion, he de- 
manded why I ſought information on theſe ſubjects from a being ſo deſtitute as he was ?—that 
I ſhould addreſs myſelf to Hyder Beg Khan, who had been for years the ſovereign Lord of theſe 
countries, and had appropriated their treaſures at his will. Neither does the truth of what! 
have here related depend upon my affirmation alone; the Gentlemen who attended me heard and 
can avouch it.—In ſhort, the utmoſt attention to his Highneſs has marked all my intercourſe 
with him. The friendly terms on which we have lived, and the evidence of the Gentlemen on 
the ſpot, as witneſſes to it, are better proofs of the propriety of my conduct, and of my te- 
ſpect for him, than letters dictated by an artful Miniſter, and written under the moſt tyrannical 
influence that ever was eſtabliſhed, by a crafty and wicked ſervant, over a weak and unſuſpecting 
maſter, If I have endeavoured ſo to regulate the Vizier's ceconomy, that he might no longer 
depend for his daily ſubſiſtence upon the bounty of his Miniſter; if, to ſave the lives, and 
ſecure the properties of his ſubjects, I wiſhed to ſee the magiſtrates appointed, who might watch 
over and preſerve to them thoſe valuable bleſſings; if I judged it highly important not to ſuffer 
Hyder Beg Khan to hold collectively and without diviſion, as he now does, all the offices, all 
the power, and all the treaſures of the Nabob's dominions ; and if, to correct theſe evils, I pro- 
poſed to his Highneſs the remedies preſcribed by my inſtructions—it was not that in all or in any 
of theſe inſtances I ſought to yſurp his power or inſult his perſon; I acted in obedience to 
my orders, and in the fulleſt perſuaſion that nothing could eftabliſh his rights more firmly than 
thoſe wiſe and ſalutary meaſures, ſo neceſſary for the reſtoration of his dignity, and the welfare 
of his people, —l proceed now, Gentlemen, to a regular examination of the charges themſelves; 
in preferring, which it is ſelf-evident the Miniſter had in view, not only my removal, but the 
total annihilation of this office, the ſubverſion of the Engliſh influence at this court, and the con- 
firmation in perpetuity of his own pernicious power and authority. ie 


For the ſake of perſpicuity, I have thought it beſt to recapitulate the ſeveral paragraphs of Hyder 
Beg Khan's addreſs to the Governor General, and to arrange my anſwers to them reſpeCtively 
in the ſame order. And, to avoid as much as poſſible a repetition of circumſtances which have 
been already fully diſcuſſed, I beg I may be permitted to make my letters to the Honourable 
Board of the 21ſt January, the 13th May, and the 6th of June, a part of my preſent defence, and to 


refer to them accerdingly. 


I have the honour to be, with unfeigned reſpect, 
| Gentlemen, 
Lucknow, Your moſt obedient, and 
the 3oth July, 1783. very obedient ſervant, 
| (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, | | 
| Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


P. S. In the copy of the firſt addreſs from the Vizier to the Governor General, tranſmitted 
No. in the Honourable the Board's letter, dated 29th May laſt, to the Reſident, is the following 


paſſage and marginal reference : 


: ce Such is my own condition, that Mr. Briſtow throttles me, as it were, in order to force the mot- 
ce ſel from my mouth,” | 


1 


will be attributed; 


A true copy. 


— 1 


E. Hay, 
Actg. Sec. to the Secret Dept. 
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Jt would ſeem (as is elſewhere the caſe in the ſame letter that the papers or extracts here 
referred to, ſhould contain matter either 3 or corroborative of the text; they are not, 
however, found included in any of the Nos. which 


cauſe alone, ſhould they comprize aught of importance, IJ humbly hope my ſilence reſpecting them 


have had the honour to receive; and to this 


J. B. 
Reſident. - 


Uſual introduction. 


Par. 1ſt. At the beginning I was raiſed by 
the hand of your favour; and from that pe- 
riod to the preſent you have uniformly pro- 
tected my honour, and by your countenance 
conferred reſpectability upon me. Aſſiſted by 
ſuch patronage and ſupport, and deeming my 
fidelity and attachment to the Company, and 
to the Nabob Vizier, as duties which admitted 
of no diſtinction or ſeparation, I have, as is 
well known to you, unremittingly perſevered in 
exerting my ſervices for the benefit of both 
Surcars. | 


Par. 2d. At this period, and for ſome time 
paſt, various circumſtances and events have 
come to paſs, which, in conſequence of ſtrict 
injunctions, that no one ſhall preſume to in- 
form you of the ſtate of affairs here, my ap- 
prehenſions have ' hitherto deterred me from 
communicating ; hoping, at the ſame time, that 


1 . learn them from public report, and 


or that Mr. Briſtow would himſelf adopt more 


favourable 
(a) See Encl. No. 2. 


8 Aſſi | 
Vor. III. ä | 


From HYDER BEG KHAN to the Honourable the Governor General. 
Received March 28th 1783. | 


om 


The treaty of Chunar has hitherto anſwered 
no one purpoſe for which it was concluded, 
either to the Nabob or to the Company ; the 
ſeveral articles, without exception, being at 
this hour in the ſame forwardneſs, with re- 


he 23d of September 1781, or on the day of 
its ratification (a). The revenues of the Na- 
bob have, in the courſe of this man's ſeven 


years Miniſtry, fallen one third in the annual 


value (b). The Honourable' the Governor Ge- 
neral has repeatedly cenſured his conduct in the 
ſevereſt terms, and threatened him with his hea- 
vieſt diſpleaſure, if he did not inſtantly reform 


the Governor General in the following words : 
„ have, as is well known to you, unremittingly 
ce perſevered in exerting my ſervices for the 
« benefit of both Sircars.” And in uſing this 
language, he has not only made a declaration, 
which carries falſehood upon the face of it, 
but with the. moſt unbluſhing confidence has 
appealed to the Governor General for the truth 
of his aſſertions. Having ſhewn ſo utter a 
contempt for truth, and ſo little reſpect for 


the firſt character in this country, I am not 


ſurprized that, on my ſubject, he has obſerved 
neither candour or moderation. At the ſame 
time, Gentlemen, as the ipſe dixit of the 
Miniſter is the ſingle evidence upon which, for 
the moſt part, he has reſted the proof of his 
accuſations, it is highly important to me to 
requeſt your attention to a circumſtance like 


this, which is ſufficient to deſtroy at once all | 


opinion of his veracity. 


Par. 2d. This, Gentlemen, is alſo an aſſer- 
tion without proof; I crave permiſſion to op- 
poſe it by a flat denial; and, in addition to 
what I have ſaid in the preceding article, I 
beg it may be remembered, that I have never 
yet been convicted of deliberate falſchood. 


e E. Bi remedies would be applied; _ 


Par. 3d. 


(b) See Gov. Genl, Inſtns. to Mr, Briſtow, 15th Head, Nabob's Claim of Reſumption of 


Rr 


ſpect to their accompliſhment, as they were on 
t 


it: 88 Hyder Beg Khan opens his addreſs to 
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events has happened, I ſee no remedy or ex- 
dient whatever, except in a repreſentation to 


you of all that has paſſed; and am therefore 
neceſſitated to make this communication. | 


Par. 3d. In conſequence of the receipt of 
your frequent and reiterated informations and 
declarations, both to his Highneſs and to me, 
by letters immediately from yourſelf, and alſo 
through the medium of Major Palmer, who, re- 
turning from Cawnpore, did perſonally, at va- 
rious interviews, and repeatedly through the 
medium of others, communicate your ſenti- 
ments reſpecting obedience to the directions 
and attention to the ſatisfaction of Mr. Briſtow, 


declaring, that in the firmeſt reliance on his 


conduct, you had veſted with him ample powers 
in the arrangement and regulation of the Na- 
bob's affairs, and, as your choſen and {elected 
friend, had appointed him to the execution of 
this office—that we ſhould not deviate in the 
minuteſt degree from his directions, or in the 
ſmalleſt point neglect or diſregard his pleaſure 
and that we ſhould pay the ſame attention to 


his ſatisfaction as we would to yours. In con- 


ſequence of the foregoing, as his Highneſs and 


myſelf regard an implicit reſpe&t and obedience 


to your advice and directions as the firſt and 
only objects of our attention, therefore, agree- 
ably to your commands communicated by a 
letter, and by Major Palmer; I have in every 
particular obeyed the directions of Mr. Briſ- 
tow, from the hour of his arrival down to the 


preſent moment. Papers which he demanded 
J have delivered, contrary to the pleaſure of the 
| Vizier. In no point whatever have I been 


deficient in obedience and ſubmiſſion. What- 
ever he has directed, on whatever ſubject, I 
have conſidered a compliance with his direc- 
tions as obedience to your commands, and 
without difficulty or heſitation have fulfilled 


them. Volumes would be inſufficient to con- 


tain the particulars, on this ground ; to relate 
them circumſtantially is therefore impractica- 


ble; and you muſt already be well and fully in- 


formed on the ſubject, as many of the Gentle- 
men reſiding here are perfectly acquainted with 
moſt of the circumſtances. Notwithſtanding 
this entire and implicit obedience and attend- 
ance on his will, every mark of attention, and 
every inſtance of ſupport, which you, in your 
ſolicitude for the happineſs and well-being of 
his Highneſs, and from your regard for the 


honour and reſpeRability. of his Miniſters, 


have always and uniformly ſhewn, and which 
the Gentlemen heretofore appointed to this of- 
fice, in obedience to your pleaſure, were wont 
to exhibit, have been totally neglected and diſ- 
regarded by Mr. Briſtow. 


Par. 4th. The firſt order that he gave on his 
arrival was, that I ſhould deliver up my papers 
to him. He examined them, and, after an in- 
terval of ſome days, declared, that he was to 
take all the affairs of this country, all the of- 

| | | fices, 


(e) See the Reſident's Correſpondence wich the Board and the Gov. Ben. 


L 18 } 


| favourable diſpoſitions. As neither of theſe | 


was the chief object of my appointment, 


lic funds taken place? Is the Mutteyenna re- 


by the teſtimony of the Engliſh Gentlemen 
at Lucknow.—I ſubmit to the Honourable 


Par. 3d. To prevail upon his Highneſs to 
fulfil the conditions of the treaty of Chunar, 


(c) Your records, Gentlemen, will bear wit. 
neſs to the reality of my exertions. Had the 
been ſeriouſly ſeconded by the Miniſter, is | 
conceivable they ſhould ſtill prove vain and 
abortive ?—I would aſk Hyder Beg Khan, Has 
any ſeparation of the Nabob's private and puh. 


formed? Are the offices of Treaſury and Col. 
lections yet eſtabliſhed? Has any one meaſure, 
either for the diſtribution of criminal or civil 
juſtice, been adopted? Yet the Miniſter, with 
the moſt impoſing gravity, aſſerts, © That he 
has complied, without difficulty or heſitation, 
« with whatever I directed, on whatever ſub. 
« ject, and that volumes would be inſufficient 
« to contain the particulars on this ground ;” 
and concludes by pronouncing, with his uſual 
deciſion, that he is very well aſſured he 
ſhall be upholden in theſe daring falſehood; 


Board, whether this is not adding inſult to con- 
tumacy ; or whether it is poſſible to be guilty of 
a more groſs or more wanton proſtitution of 
terms, | - 


Par. 4th, The firſt part of this N is 2 
vague unſupported aſſertion, marked 1 l 
abſurdity, contradicted by the fact, and te- 
uiring no other refutation. The latter is ab- 
utelf falſe, I propoſed to the Miniſter | 


fees, houſehold eſtabliſhments, &c. and all the 
troops in the ſervice of his Highneſs, under 
his own immediate management, and make the 
diſburſements to each with his own hands 
That, as the military expences, thoſe of the 
houſehold, of the Jageerdars and Tuncawdars, 
of the Surcar, appeared to be very conſiderable, 
an addition to the ways and means would be 
wanting, and therefore I muſt give five-and- 
twenty lacks of rupees from my own private 
property, to enable him to pay the troops, the 
houſehold eſtabliſhments, Jageerdars, &c.——1 
repreſented to him, that from the moderate Ruſ- 
ſoom granted and confirmed to us, under the 
ſign manual of his Highneſs, I had annually 
advanced more or Jeſs to the Nabob Vizier, in 
proportion to his neceſſities ; and that what re- 
mained had been diſburſed in defraying my own 
neceſſary expences— That the acounts reſpect- 
ing the Kuſlbom, from my firſt appointment to 
the Neabut, were forthcoming, which he might 
examine. He replied, That accounts were 
uſeleſs—that I had accumulated great wealth; 
if I would give the ſum he had mentioned, it was 
well ; if not, he would by a change in the office 
of Neabut, find means to procure the money. 
] aſked him, whether the money could be pro- 
cured by making that change? He replied in 
the affirmative, and I returned from his pre- 
ſence, By one of his friends I afterwards ſent 
him the following meflage :— That the Neabut, 
and the reſpectability which I poſſeſſed, were 


Highneſs, with his uſual benevolence towards 


deficient in my duty to either Surcar: That 
as he, Mr. Briſtow, had been induced, at 
the inſtigations of my enemies, to make 
the preceding declarations, if he was really 
and poſitively determined, in conſequence of 
ſuch advice, to diſmiſs me from my of- 
family to Calcutta. His friend replied b 
meſſage, That what he, Mr. Briſtow, had ſaid, 
had proceeded from the impulſe of a violent 
temper, worked upon by the advice of ſeveral 
miſchievouſly-difpoſed perſons, and that it 
would in the end ſubſide. I returned for an- 
lwer, that I would wait upon Mr. Briſtow the 


which he entertained reſpecting my wealth. — 


following morning. What converſation had 
palſed between him and his friend, I know not; 
but immediately on my arrival at his houſe, 
he ſent me a meſſage, adjuring me to lay aſide 
all appearanees of anger, as inconſiſtent and 
| WMproperz and propoſing that we ſhould meet 

and confer together upon affairs as uſual.— 
-eming it in every reſpect neceſſary to obey, 
conducted myſelf as he had deſired, and, with- 
out entering upon the ſubject, delivered to him 
5 accounts, written at large, of the receipts 
of Ruſſoom for the laſt fix years; obſerving 
at the country and the Aumils, both thoſe in 
and thoſe out of employment, were forthcom- 


the gifts of the Governor General: That his 


his ſervants; had fhewn me favour; and that, 
to the preſent time I had not been wanting or 


ing, | 
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aſſiſt Government with a loan, either from his 
own fortune, or upon his credit; obſerving, 
that it was particularly incumbent upon hots 
who derive great advantages from their public 
ſtations, to prove their zeal for the ſtate, by 
uniformly exerting themſelves to relieve its 
diſtreſſes ;—that I would employ my influence 
with the bankers, and procure a ſum equal to 
what it might be in his power to advance.— 
This moſt ſimple tranſaction, which had for its 
ſole object the ſervice of the public, the Mi- 
niſter, with his uſual candour, explains into an 
attempt to rob him of 25 lacks of rupees; 
and, with his uſual truth, imagines terrors 
which he did not feel, and forges meſſages 
which he did not ſend. Far from furniſhing any 
proof of that violence of temper, a belief of 
which Hyder Beg Khan has ſo ſtudiouſly endea- 
voured to impreſs, my correſpondence is the beſt 
teſt of the moderation with which I acted, not- 
withſtanding the inſults and evaſions I expe- 
rienced from the Miniſter on every occaſion. 
If, imitating the example of my predeceſſor, 
I had availed myſelf of the diſcretion allowed me 
by my inſtructions, and, when convinced, by 
trials often repeated, of the inefficacy of re- 
monſtrance and expoſtulation, had I aſſumed 
another tone, the public ſervice would have 
been performed, and I ſhould not now have 
every thing to regret or to apprehend from 
oppreſſion of the Miniſter, 


fice, it was well; I would retire with my 


next day, and never quit him, day or night, 
until J had ſucceeded in removing the idea 


With this intention I waited upon him on the 


theſe with their accounts.—He replied, That at 


all events money muſt be raiſed. —[ anſwered, 


That I ſhould not have been backward, it the 


means had been in my poſſeſſion. 


Par. 5th. Aſter the preceding affair, he 


brought forward the buſineſs reſpecting the ſta- 
tioning of the regiments; faying, that I muſt 
procure a Shoka to be written by his Highneſs 


on that ſubje&,—T: obſerved, that it wonld be 


neceſſary to communicate the matter to the Na- 
bob Vizier, and obtain his conſent; at firſt he 


agreed, and ſaid he would ſpeak to his Highneſs 


on the ſubject : After ſome days employed in 


conferences on this buſineſs, deeming it impro- 
per to mention it to the Nabob, he told me that 


it was altogether unneceſſary; complained, at the 
ſame time, that on all occaſions I was wont to 
introduce . the name of the Vizier, demanding 
my reaſons for ſo doing.—I replied, That every 
meaſure: which was carried into execution with- 


out the Vizier's knowledge, muſt ultimately 


draw the diſpleaſure of both parties upon me. 


He aſſerted the contrary ; ſaying, he had it in 
command from the Governor General and Gen- 


tlemen of the Council, to act as he ſhould deem 
proper, without waiting to inform the Nabob, 


or allowing his meaſures to depend on his 


Highneſs's pleaſure or diſpleaſure; and ordered 


me to cauſe the Shoka to be written. — As I con- 


ſider his Highneſs's well-being and proſperity 


to be promoted by my attachment to the Com- 
pany—and eſteeming it a duty, in obedience 
to your commands, to obey Mr. Briſtow, I 


thought it improper to ſay any thing further to 
him on the ſubject; and therefore I did as he 
had directed, and, without the Vizier's know- 
ledge, cauſed the Shoka to be written, and deli- 
vered it to Mr, Briſtow.—In the ſame manner, 
from the apprehenſion of ſuffering diſgrace, I 
was induced to write and deliver to him, by his 
orders, ſeveral other Shokas without his High- 
neſs's knowledge. At length the Vizier obtained 
information of theſe particulars, and I fell under 
his diſpleaſure.— Still, conſidering my duty to 
the Company's Surcar, and my duty to his 
Highneſs as inſeparable from each other, and 
looking up to you for favour and protection, 1 
continued to exert myſelf as uſual. 


— 


Par. 6th. The preceding was followed by 


an order from Mr. Briſtow, to make out and 


deliver to him an account of the expences of 


the Nabob's kitchen, houſes, elephants, ca- 
mels, &c. &c. &c. -I repreſented, That he had 
never 
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ing, and that he might oppoſe and compare 


Par. 5th. It is repeatedly upon record 
that I have always dcclaimed an DER | 
uſe of the Vizier's name; and I have as re. 
peatedly declared to Hyder Beg Khan, that if 
any ſituation ſhould occur where no diſere- 
tion was left me, and it was indiſpenſable | - 


ſhould act, I would make the act my own; 1 


would iſſue the directions that were neceſſa 


in my own name. — That theſe were my ſenti- 


ments, appears even from the Miniſter's own 
confeſſion, in another part of his charge.—lt is 
moſt true, Gentlemen, that the Shoka in queſ- 


tion was written without the knowledge of the 


Viaier; but it is as true that it was ſo written by 
the Miniſter alone — not only in this inſtance, 
but alſo with reſpect to the aſſignment in fa- 
vour of the Turkſowars. Hyder Beg Khan ac- 
quainted me, long after the orders had been ex- 
pedited, that they were iſſued unknown to the 
Vizier.— When I underſtood this to have been 
the caſe, I ſeverely cenſured his behaviour ; ex- 
plaining to him, withal, the abhorrence with 
which acts of this nature were regarded by the 
natives of Europe; and warning him, that, 
ſhould you ever be advertiſed of the tranfac-' 
tions, he would aſſuredly fall under your hea- 
vieſt diſpleaſure; and that my ſilence would 
depend upon his religiouſly obſerving my in- 
junctions againſt a repetition of ſuch unwar- 
rantable conduct. The language I held on 
this occaſion, no doubt, determined him to pro- 
vide againſt the conſequences of a future diſ- 
covery—and the way in which he has thought 
proper to attempt this is far from be 
matter of ſurprize to me.—It is moſt natur 
that accuſations originating in malice, ſhould 
be uniformly ſupported by falſehood. . You, 
however, Gentlemen, will judge how well this 
affected delicacy, with reſpe& to the applica- 
tion of the Nabob's ſeal, accords with his hav- 
ing been in actual poſſeſſion of it for years: At 
the time it was firſt entruſted to him, a diſcre- 
tionary power was alſo, as he pretends, freely 
ranted him by his maſter, to uſe it as he ſhould ſee 
t. Under this ſanction he has ſince reigned, with 
the moſt unbounded authority, over the terri- 
tories of Aſuph ud Dowla; and in commanding | 
he has ruined them.—Yet Aſuph ud Dowla, it 
he will believe Hyder Beg Khan, is a Prince 
moſt jealous of his rights, and poſſeſſing great 
ſenſibility.— That ſuch a Prince ſhould mak 
a voluntary ſurrender of the one, and a facrifice 
of the other, merely to pleaſe his Miniſter, is 4 
ſoleciſm in politics and in nature, which that 
1 * muſt reconcile before he will be be- 
ieved, | | | 


Par. 6th. I beg leave to requeſt your at- 
tention, Gentlemen, to the treaty of Chunar; 
and alſo, to the following extract of the Ho- 
nourable the Governor General's inſtructions i 
the late Reſident, Mr. Middleton, in cone: 


| and that if I 


| aſt he himſelf viſited the Nabob : 


+ during his former Reſidency demanded 
r had they ever been demanded 
by either of the Gentlemen who ſucceeded him; 


* 


them, without his Highneſs's conſent, he would 


certainly reſent it.— To which Mr. Briſtow re- 


lied, In every buſineſs, you till introduce the 
—_ of his Highneſs; it will not. be well for 
you; I have orders to take poſſeſſion of all pa- 


1s. Without remedy, I delivered to him 


the accounts above-mentioned, —Mr. Briſtow 
now declared, that a Treaſurer and Comptroller 
muſt be appointed to the Nabob's houſehold. 
This meaſure he at firſt propoſed to his High- 
neſs through the medium of other perſons ; at 
As the Na- 
bob did not acquieſce in this meaſure ; but, on 
the contrary, made objections to the appoint- 
ments of Treaſurer and Comptroller, Mr. Briſ- 


tow applied to and directed me to prevail upon 


his Highneſs to make thoſe appointments.— 
Agreeably to his orders, I waited upon and 
made the neceſſary repreſentations unto the Na- 
bob; who, in reply, faid, Mr. Briſtow, the 
day before yeſterday, declared to me that Hy- 
der Beg Khan ſhould have nothing to do in 
theſe affairs, after what manner was it poſſi- 


ble for him to communicate this meſſage to 
you? 1 anſwered, That, except by the direc- 


tions of Mr. Briſtow, I could not have brought 
the meſſage.— His Highneſs commanded me to 
return to Mr. Briſtow, and to repreſent to him, 


in terms the moſt forcible, that he (Mr. Briſ- 


tow) could obtain no benefit by the appoint- 
ments of Treaſurer and Comptroller ; but that 
thoſe appointments would reflect diſgrace and 
contempt upon his Highneſs, ſince it would 
become apparent that the Vizier poſſeſſed no 
authority whatever, even over his houſehold 
eſtabliſhments, domeſtics, and beaſts of car- 
riage and burthen :—To aſk him, why he thus 
perſecuted and depreſſed him? adding, © The 
« little which falls to my lot, even that he will 
not allow me to eat in peace and quietneſs.“ 
This declaration was accompanied by tears of 
anguiſh. —I delivered his Highneſs's meſſage to 
Mr. Briſtow, and repreſented to him all that 


had paſſed, and the ſtate of mind in which he 


was. Mr. Briſtow replied, That with reſpect to 
the Nabob's crying, ſuch tricks and artifices 


would not avail with him; that the Nabob 


knew him well, knew him to be that Mr. Briſ- 


tow, who always did that which he had ſaid and 


declared he would do; that he ſhould do ſo on 
the preſent occaſion : That he had laboured 
hard for fix years ; that the Gentlemen in Eu- 


rope would have appointed him to a ſeat in the 
Supreme Council, but he had refuſed it—he 


had been labouring to obtain this office, the 

overnment of this country ; that all peo- 
ple, and all his friends, had told him he 
would never obtain it ; yet at laſt he was come: 
e had poſitive orders to act, in every re- 
ſpect, as he ſhould think beſt; that he was 
poſſeſſed of full and complete authority ; that 


e ſhould cauſe the Treaſurer and Comptroller - 


to be appointed this year; and from the be- 
inning 
Vol. III. . : 
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ſhould now preſume to deliver 


ſolutely of the Miniſter's own invention; and 


quence of that ' treaty:—« I need ſcarcely in- 
« form you, that my chief object, in my ne- 
« gociations with the Nabob, has been to in- 
<: duce and aſſiſt him to bring his Government 
and finances into ſuch regularity, as to pre- 
„vent his alliance from being a clog, inſtead 
Hof an aid, to the Company; and to enable 
him to diſcharge his debt in the ſhorteſt 
time pollible. To this end, the moſt eſ- 
« ſential point is, to limit and ſeparate his per- 
« ſonal diſburſements from the public ac- 
“counts. They muſt not, in their total an- 
„ nual amount, exceed what he has received 
in any of the laſt. three years. This a- 
„mount, in twelve equal parts, ſhould - be 
“ paid him monthly, out of the firſt re- 
« ceipts.” And alſo, to this extract cf the ad- 
ditional inſtructions from the Honourable the 
Governor General to me, conformably to the 
reference of the Board: „In my late engage- 
„ ment with the Nabob, it was ſtipulated that 
* a certain ſum ſhould be ſet apart monthly 


“ for his private expences ; and this made a 


« part of my private inſtructions to Mr. Mid- 
« dleton: The ſum was afterwards fixed, as I 
* recollect, at thirty lacks. It was my in- 
<« tention and direction that this appropriation 
“ ſhould be made before any other; and this I 
make my preſent injunction to you.” —Theſe 
are the grounds, Gentlemen, upon which I re- 
commended to the Nabob the ſeparation of his 
public and private funds; and as it was ſelf- 
evidently impoſſible that the monies which were 
to compoſe this fund, when ſo ſeparated, and 
which the Governor General had preſcribed 
ſhould be paid by inſtalments, could be ſecure 
from embezzlement, except by the eftabliſh- 
ment of an Office of Treaſury, I conſequently 
urged the Nabob to eftabliſh ſuch an office. 
Aware of the danger he ſhould incur by a de- 
clared reſiſtance to the execution of an article 
ſo explicitly provided for by the treaty, Hyder 
Beg Khan has endeavoured to palliate his op- 
dh to it by the moſt malicious miſrepre- 
ſentation of my motives, alledging it was m 
purpoſe to reduce the Vizier to a cypher, though 
it was plain that the meaſure in queſtion was 
the only one that could prevent his continuing 
ſych. It is impoſſible to give a more clear ex- 
polition of my own conduct, or a more decided 
teſtimony of the illiberal, diſingenuous pro- 
cedure of the Miniſter, than by a reference 
to the whole correſpondence that paſſed be- 
tween us on this occaſion. The wretched ar- 
tifice to which Hyder Beg Khan has had re- 

courſe, of garbling that correſpondence, in or- 
der to give a colour to his aſſertions, fur- 


niſhes the ſtrongeſt preſumptive proof that he 
was convinced, if truly recited and taken to- 
Win it would overturn his whole argument. 


With reſpect to the other evidence he has pro- 
duced on this occaſion, and which he is pleaſed 


to call « Subſtance of converſations reſpecting 


« the appointment of a Treaſurer, &c. to the 
« Nabob's houſehold,” I aſſure you, very ſe- 
riouſly, Gentlemen, that the greater part is ab- 
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ginning of the next, he would take the total 
Revenue or Treaſury of the whole 8 into 
his own. hands, and would himſelf iſſue in 
ſpecie ſuch ſum as ſhould be neceſſary. That 


ſuch expences for elephants, horſes, &c. were 


extravagant; that the number of domeſtics 
was immoderate; and that there was more vie- 
tuals than was neceſſary dreſſed in the Nabob's 
kitchen ;—that he would not permit or ſuffer 
ſuch expences. I aſked Mr. Briſtow if I was 
to communicate what he had ſaid to the Na- 
bob? Yes, he replied ; and that I ſhould tell 
his Highneſs what he had faid in plain terms; 


that he alſo would go face to face, and tell 


him ſo. Accordingly, at the end of two days, 


he came to the Nabob, and deſired him to 
make the appointments of Treaſurer and Comp- 


troller, adding, that they were points which he 


would never give up: That his orders from 


the Gentlemen of the Council were peremptory. 
His Highneſs replied, « If 2 have peremp- 
« tory orders on this ſubject, give to me a 
« written copy of thoſe orders. My ſeal is 


“ forthcoming, take it, and do by force whatever 
you think proper; I will ſhut up the doors 
& of my houſe, and there I will fit and ſeclude 


« myſelf from all ſociety.” Mr. Briſtow re- 


plied, That he- would Jos him a written copy 


of the orders from the Gentlemen of the Coun- 


cil; and with regard to the ſeal, which he of- 


fered to ſend, he might ſend it. —For two days 


after the precedin . the Nabob 


ſent his ſeal by the Molavee, along with me, to 


Mr. Briſtow; in conſequence of which, Mr. 


Briſtow ſaid, That if the Nabob thought proper, 


he would act as he (Mr. Briſtow) had deſired, 


and in that caſe himſelf affix his ſeal to the 


ſhokahs ; if not, he would not allow the buſi- 


neſs to depend. upon the Nabob's ſeal; he 


would ſend letters under his own ſeal to the 
Aumils, directing them to tranſmit the money 


to him, and would keep the Treafury in his 
own hands. The having wrote thoſe letters, 
is mentioned by Mr. Briſtow in his letter to 
me (vide copy No. 4.) ; to ſuch a degree has he 
depreſſed and degraded the Nabob. The con- 
verſations which have paſſed, and an account 
of the oppreſſions exercifed towards his High- 
neſs, will be made known to mY by his letter. 


When the Nabob made objections to the 


appointments of Treaſurer and Comptroller, 


grounded on the indignity and contempt which 
thoſe appointments would bring upon him, 


Mr Briſtow directed his ſuſpicions towards 


me, and wrote me a letter; to which I replied ; 


copies of both letters are ſubmitted to your 
inſpection (vide copies No. 4, and 5.) ; thence 
my culpability or innocence, together with Mr. 
Briſtow's declarations reſpecting my diſmiſſion 
from office, and other particulars, will be made 
known to you. As my letter in reply con- 
tained a matter of fact, recapitulation of all 


that had paſſed, Mr. Briſtow did not reply to 


or contradict it. | 


Pat. Ich. 


74 


(a) See Enclo. No. FE Pape rs 


the remainder falſified by deſign. Should any 
further explanation be thought neceſſary, I he 
leave to appeal to my addreſſes to the Gover: 
nor General on this ſubject, dated the (a) 12 
of December 1782, and the 4th March 1 83, az 
alſo to the Board of the 21ſt January laſt; ang 
I truſt it is by ſuch ample and explicit teſt. 
monies as theſe that my intentions will bo 
judged of, and not by the unſupported aſſer. 
tions, partial extracts, and fabricated conver. 
ſations of the Miniſter. SS "Of 55 
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Par. 7th. This was followed by an order to Par. 7th. My former communications made 
write and ſend to him muſter rolls of the your Honourable Board fully acquainted with 
troops, both the Mutteyenna and thoſe at- the difficulties and delays I met with in ob- 
tending the Preſence. | I repreſented to him, taining the accounts of the Mutteyenna, as 
That he had already taken from me the whole well as with the enormous and alarming abuſes 
of the revenue accounts; that a full ſtate- of that eſtabliſnment. I wiſh I could claim 
ment of the Mutteyenna was included therein. the merit of having, in any degree, corrected 
He replied, That I muſt write and deliver ſepa- them. Hyder Beg Khan took the alarm at 
rate muſter rolls of the troops to him. I re- the firſt appearance of a diſpoſition in me to 
queſted a reſpite for a few days for this pur- inveſtigate this ſubject; he became doubly ac- 
ſe. He anſwered, No; that would be im- tive in his reſiſtance to the reform of an in- 
proper 3 that the Mootaſuddies muſt be ſent to ſtitution, which, in its preſent ſtate, leaves at 
his houſe, and write there. Accordingly he his diſpoſal one third of the revenues of the 
ve orders to Mr. Cowper to afſemble them country ; and his efforts were, as uſual, but too 
tere; and they were continued, in the ſtile of ſucceſsful. The reſt of this article, as detailed 
priſoners, my from ſun-riſe till nine at by the Miniſter, is an abſolute romance. My 
night, for the ſpace of ſeven or -eight days. plan, as I really explained it in the outline to 
When the regiſter or muſter roll was finiſhed, Hyder Beg Khan, ſhall in due time be ſub- 
Mr. Briſtow ordered four thouſand horſe and mitted to the Honourable Board. | 1 
ſeven thouſand foot of the Mutteyenna to be 1 e N 
diſcharged, ſaying, that if the Aumils ſhould 
have occaſion for more troops, he had ſent for 
fifteen thouſand ſtand of arms from Calcutta; 
he would raiſe ſepoys; and, in lieu of the © 
troops diſmiſſed, he would ſend thoſe ſepoys, 
entertained by himſelf, to the Aumils. I re- 
plied, That he was maſter, and poſſeſſed of ſu- 
preme power; he was to act as he thought pro- 
per. Some time after he told me, that the 
arms which he had ſent for from Calcutta were 
not arrived ; that at the commencement of the 
ear he ſhould ſet on foot an eſtabliſhment 
on for the repairing and making of arms, 
and raiſe troops, as he had ſaid before. It was 
now become neceſlary for me to approve and 
acquieſce, with entire ſubmiſſion, in every thing 
which he was pleaſed to ſay or directe. 


Par. 8th. On this occaſion, I communicated Par. 8th. I am now indeed fully convinced, 
to his Highneſs certain arrangements, implying and I have told your Honourable Board fo, 
advice or propoſals for my utter expulſion that the ſalvation of Owde depends upon the 
from office. To which the Nabob replied : diſmiſhon of the Miniſter ; to have held this 
On a former occaſion I was prevailed upon, by language to the Nabob, would 'nevertheleſs 
your counſels, to adopt a conduct ſimilar to have been very idle, and for the reaſons ſuffi- 
that which you recommend, towards Mochtaum ciently obvious; indeed I never held it, unleſs 
Dowleh, and afterwards you yourſelf ſtood forth Hyder Beg Khan will maintain, as he has fre- 
to ad and protect him. What are your real quently done, that to preſs the points of my 
intentions now? Mr. Briſtow replied, That inſtructions, which I had the moſt poſitive in- 
his Highneſs might ſet his heart at eaſe with junctions implicitly to attend to, and which I 
reſpect to him; that he would be a ſurety, and have hitherto exerted myſelf, in oppoſition to 
would give an engagement in writing under this man, to no 3 to effect, is equiva- 
his ſeal, that on this occaſion no protection or lent to ſoliciting his removal. Every ſalutary 
afſiſtance ſhould be afforded to his Highneſs's meaſure, every idea of reform, he conſiders 
Miniſters on the part of the Engliſh ; that his as the annihilation of his office, and reſents 
Highneſs, in changing the ſaid Miniſters, and accordingly. FVI | 
ſubſtituting others, might take whatever ſteps . 

he thought proper. 


Par. 9th. The next time I waited upon him, Par. 9th. I am afraid, Gentlemen, I fhall 
he propoſed that we ſhould be reconciled to weary you, if I have not already done fo, * : 
each other, I faid, That I was obedient to his thus continuing to examine minutely the looſe 
pleaſure ; that J had not hitherto been wanting invectives, and puerile details, of the Miniſ- 
in obedience ; and, that in future I ſhould ter. If, imitating his example, I were weak 
not; —but that kindneſs on his part was alſo enough to obtrude upon the patience of the 
. He replied, That reconciliation, on Board the current reports of Lucknow, I ſhould 
Part, would depend upon my not having retort this charge of Hyder Beg Khan, and in- 
wrote to the Governor General any information form you, that he has repeatedly declared his 
of what was paſſing here. I replied, Fol ; reſolution: to perſiſt, at all riſques, in the Fw | 
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had nothing to do with writing accounts of 
what paſſed here; but that thoſe things he had 
done, and thoſe which he intended to do, were 
known to people of all deſcriptions in this 
City ; that Mirza Iſmael Beg, who was his 
| counſellor and manager, had publiſhed them 
to every one, and that people ſpoke of them 
without reſerve to each other. Mr. Briſtow 
anſwered, That he had never mentioned ny 
thing on theſe ſubjects to Iſmael Beg. I faid, 
If that be the caſe, why does he preſume to 
tell the people that you will turn out the Na- 
bob's Aumils, and appoint Aumils of Jour own? 
Many, to whom he has made this declaration, 
are ready to bear witneſs to the truth of it. 
On hearing this, he coldly replied, That he had 


never ſaid ſo; for, as Iſmael Beg had propagated 


theſe reports agreeably to Mr. Briſtow's incli- 
nations, he did not think it proper to call him 


to any account for them. Such is Mr. Briſtow's 


diſpoſition, that he outwardly profeſſes and ca- 
reſſes, while in reality he is endeavouring to expel 
me from my office; and then frequently denies 
or contradicts his own declarations. In the 
repreſentation which I have made, I have not, 
in any one inſtance, deviated from the truth ; 
and it is a poſitive proof of the reality of 
many of the particulars, that Mr Briſtow did 
not reply to thoſe which are ſtated in my an- 
{wer to this letter, but at our next interview 
aſſumed appearances of affability and good- 
will. All perſons of rank and condition, in 
this city, are fully acquainted with the foregoing 
circumſtances. 


Par. 10th. The abſolute power aſſumed by Mr. 
Briſtow, in the affairs of this Surcar, is arrived 
at ſuch a pitch, that to conſult the pleaſure of the 
Nabob, or to adviſe with me in the conduct of 
affairs, are circumſtances which he totally diſ- 
regards. Thus, the appointment of Mahomed 
Beg, a trooper under Mirza Abboo Taulſeb, 
the intimate of Mr. Johnſon, to the Suzzau- 

wulli of Furruckabad, by the removal of 
Mahomed Saaud Khan, and through the inter- 
_ poſition of Iſmael Beg (which ſome time ſince 
took place) is a circumſtance known to all 
mankind. I repreſented to Mr. Briſtow, that 
his Highneſs did not approve of the appoint- 
ment; but my repreſentation was diſregarded, 
and he poſitively obliged me to write and deli- 
ver to him a ſhoka, appointing Mahomed Beg, 
In the fame manner, he has reſolved and in- 
tends to ſend out Suzzauwuls from himſelf to 
all the Mahaluts. He moreover, on all occa- 
ſions, both in private and in public, declares, 
and has repeatedly ſaid the fame to me, that at 
the commencement of the enſuing year he will 
turn out all the Nabob Vizier's Aumils, and ap- 
point Aumils of his own; That he will order 
the whole of the revenues to be paid in to 

him; and, that he will iſſue to the Nabob, in 
ſpecie, with his own hand, what he himſelf 
may think neceſſary for his Highneſs's ex- 
pences; and that he will not ſuffer the autho- 


rity of this Surcar to remain in a ſingle Mahaul. 


He frequently ſays, Why does the Nabob keep 


ſo. many elephants and horſes? why are ſuch 


quantities 


neſs of himſelf ; although, at the ſame time, 1 


modeſty or magnanimity with which he has 


reſponſible for all their oppreſſions and mil- | 


duct he has hitherto purſued, in contempt of 
any commands, however poſitive, which he 


may receive from the Honourable the Governor 


General or Council. The utter diſregard with 
which he till treats them, is indeed a very un- 
equivocal teſt of the reality of ſuch dedlars. 
tion; whilſt, on the other hand, his  accyfa. 
tions have neither fact, argument, or eyen 
probability, to ſupport them. Not only here, 
but in other parts of his letter, . the. Miniſter 
plumes himſelf exceedingly, that I did not 
reply to his dull voluminous details, which he 
is pleaſed to call matter of fact recapitulz. 
tions. I had already explained to him, in the 
plaineſt language, my intentions; which he 
ſtill wilfully miſunderſtood, and invariably. mi. 
repreſented. Having every thing of import. 
ance yet, to do, I did not chuſe to engage in a 
filly and endleſs war of words, or to fit down 
ſeriouſly to anſwer fables, becauſe he choſe to 
dignify them with the name of facts. For the 
reſt, I am willing to flatter myſelf, that what! 
have already faid will ſufficiently evince, the 
portrait Hyder Beg Khan has here ſketched, 
with ſuch peculiar felicity, is a ſtriking like- 


confeſs I know not whether moſt to admire the 


yielded in my favour all the honour of the re- 
ſemblance. a | - 


Par. Toth. . Here again, Gentlemen, Hyder 
Beg Khan himſelf propoſed the meaſure he 
cenſures and complains of. Had I indeed lift- 
ened to the inſidious propoſitions of the Mini. 
ter, my Sezawuls would at this moment hare 
covered the face of the Vizier's dominion, 
and Hyder Beg Khan would have triumphed in 
ſeeing me the dupe of a policy, by which he 
meant to provide againſt a future failure of the 
collections, and hoped (though I had no har 
in the nomination of the perſons who had been 
choſen to ſuperintend them) to make me a 


management. For the detail of this tranſac- 
tion, I beg permiſſion, Gentlemen, to refer you 
to my addreſs of the: 3oth January 1792; 
whence it will appear, that I always conſidered 
the appointment of a Sezawul to Furruckabad 
as a deſperate alternative; but it was the on 
one: I therefore acquieſced in it, when urgent- 
ly recommended by the Miniſter, and was hap⸗ 
py to find that acquieſcence honoured and col 
firmed by your approbation. FR X 


Par. 11th 


11th 


quantities of proviſions dreſſed in his kitchen? 
Such numbers of Domeſtics are unneceſſary, I 
will curtail the whole. | 


par. 11th; With reſpect to us, who are your 
dependants, and the Miniſters of his Highneſs, 
our credit and executive authority in all af- 


fairs is utterly annihilated. Like the houſe- 
hold ſervants of Mr. Briſtow, we are day and 


night attending his commands; yet even by 
this conduct he will not be be prevailed u pon to 
overn with candour and. complacency : Not- 
withſtanding all that we do, our hours are 
flled with unremitting alarms for the ſafety of 
our honour.—We have no reſource but in 


your benevolence; no proſpect of addreſs, but 
from your equity and juſtice. Impelled by 


the moſt urgent neceſſity, his Highneſs has 
written to you a narrative of his fituation ; 


and I, your devoted ſervant, have thus repre- 


ſented all that has paſſed under my obſervation, 
to the preſent time, without addition or di- 
minution, that we, the Miniſters, may not here- 


| after be deemed guilty of neglect, in withhold- 


ing the neceſſary information of the preſent 
ſtate of things here. The happineſs and 
proſperity of the Nabob depend upon your 
favour and kindneſs; our honour and ſtabi- 


lity on your bounty and ſupport. Whatever 


may be your determination in behalf of this 
Surcar, it will be received with joy and re- 
ſpect. Deeming it a duty to make this re- 
preſentation, I have thus laid it before you. 
It was heretofore the eſtabliſhed cuſtom with 
the Gentlemen appointed to ſuperintend the 


Company's affairs at this Court, to take Jaui- 


daads to the amount of the Company's de- 
mand, and to leave the balance of revenue, 


ariſing · from the remainder of the country, at 
the diſpoſal of his Highneſs; in conſequence 


of which, more or leſs was forthcoming to 
the Tuncawdars, Jageeerdars, and Huzzooree 
troops, and for the expences of the Nabob's 
houſehold eftabliſhments, elephants, horſes, 
camels, &c. In the preſent year, Mr. Briſ- 
tow, after taking the Company's Jauidaad, gave 
orders, that from the remainder of the reye- 
nues of this country no money ſhould be iſ- 
ſued to any perſon whatever; that, having ap- 
pointed a Treaſurer and Comptroller, he would 
call in the monies, and dire& the diſburſe- 
ments himſelf. In conſequence of which, to the 
preſent period, no ſubſiſtence whatever has 
been received by the Tuncawdars, Jagheerdars, 
Hindoſtan troops, or people employed in the 
offices of Government; and they are one and 
all calling out for redreſs and juſtice. Such is 
the ſituation of things here, that all mankind 


are reduced to a ſtate of deſpair by the hand of 
Mr. Briſtow. ; | 


Par, 12th. We, the Miniſters, owe our 
preſent ſtation to your bounty; his Highneſs 
allo is devoted to your pleaſure in all reſpects; 
and, from the interchange of Turbans between 
you and the late Nabob, he conſiders you as the 
brother of his father. Whatever may be your 


Ja It. pleaſur 


[ 165 J 


Tt 


Par. Irth. aver Beg Khan, unerringly in⸗ 
ſtructed by the Monitor in his own breaff how 
quickly a flouriſhing and happy people may be 


reduced to deſpair by the oppreſſive hand of 


a glooming unfeeling tyrant, attributes to .m 
four months reſidence. at Owde the moſt de- 


plorable and moſt extenſive calamities. If, how- 


ever, at ſome future period, an anſwer to all 


or any of the following queſtions ſhould be 
formally required from the Miniſter, it is as 
little probable that he will {till perſiſt to ſubſti- 


tute my name for his own, as it is conceivable 


he ſhould now have done ſo, had he not firſt ri- 
diculouſly perſuaded himſelf I ſhould be diſ- 


| miſſed without a hearing; and that he might 


therefore ſafely hazard the moſt incredible and 


"impoſſible falſehoods.— Who has, I would aſk 


him, for ſeven years paſt, had the intire ſuper- 
intendence of the Nabob's revenues, and, by 
his management, occaſioned a decline ſo ra- 
pid, that they are already reduced one third in 


their annual value? Who has ſuffered a no- 


minal army, at an annual expence of a crore 
of rupees, to continue for years a dead weight 
upon the public? Who has held for years the 
unparticipated and uncontrouled authority over 


the dominions and over the treaſures of the 
Nabob of Owde, and has well nigh made a de- 


ſert of the one, and moſt ſhamefully diſſipated 
the other? If the improvident and wicked ad- 


miniſtration of the public money has introduced 
confuſion and diſorder into every department 
of the ſtate—if the immediate dependents of 
the Prince partake of diſtreſſes, from which even 


the Prince himſelf is not exempted—if his 


court - exhibits a lamentable ſcene of want and 
_wretchedneſs—if thoſe who are allied and 
united to him by the ties of conſanguinity or 
of friendſhip are alike periſhing, unpitied and 


unrelieved—who, I preſume to aſk, is the 
author of their miſeries, or the object of their 


execrations? It is indeed moſt important, 
Gentlemen, that the real author of theſe com- 
plicated evils ſnould be known ; that the mil- 


lions which have been ſquandered ſhould be ac- 


counted for; that the treaty of Chunar ſhould 
no longer be eluded ; and that exemplary pu- 


niſhment ſhould: be inflited upon the guilty, 


as well to prevent hereafter a repetition of ſuch 


enormous offences, as to deter other delin- 


quents from following the example of Hyder 
Beg Khan, and em ing fix the odium of 
their iniquities upon the 


ngliſh nation. 


Par. 12th. 1 hope, Gentlemen, what has 


preceded will have ſufficiently explained and ex- 
poſed the deteſtable arts the Miniſter has prac- | 
tiſed to eſtabliſh the complaints he has pre- 
ferred againſt me.—The tenor of this laſt ar- 


ticle, as well as the whole of his addreſs to the 
| | 0 Honourable 


1.01 


pleaſure in behalf of his Highneſs, and with 
reſpect to the well government of this country, 
which in a peculiar manner appertains to you, 
his Highneſs does in no reſpe&t whatever ob- 
jet. Whatever directions you may give, thoſe 
directions he will obey.—If, from the kindneſs 
and affection which you bear towards his High- 
neſs, you ſhall pleafe to confer upon him diſcre- 
tionary powers for the diſcharge of the Com- 

ny's demands, whatever may be the fums 
ſtated by Mr. Briſtow to you as payable; and to 
be paid in the courſe of the turrent yeat, his 
| Highneſs, on receiving information of the 
amount, is ready and willing with ſuch powers 
to diſcharge the ſame:—And we, the Miniſters, 
in obedience to your pleaſure, and ſtrengthened 
and ſupported by you, will, at all events, raiſe 
the neceſſary ſupphes for the payment thereof, 
and for the enſuing year: Agreeably to ſuch 
plan or ſyſtem as you may determine upon for 
the payment of the current demand, with diſ- 
cretionary powers to his Highneſs, we will 
take meaſures for the payment of the fame, in 
ſuch manner that, under the favour of God, 
and- with your 
the C 
ceived. —By ſuch a ſyſtem, your fame, and the 
fame of the Engliſh people, ſhall extend 
throughout this empire; and due regard to 
your controuling power, and ſubmiſſion and 
obedience to your orders, though ſecretly oper- 
ating, ſhall be fo firmly eſtabliſhed, as ſhall af- 
ford - you ample 
ſucceſs of theſe propoſals depends upon your 
favour : With you it muſt reſt to form ſuch a 
plan for the payment of the Company's de- 
mands as may be conſiſtent with the honour and 
dignity of the Nabob Vizier—and whatever 
mode you may pleaſe to point out, with the 
bleffing of God, agreeably thereto, plea- 
ſure ſhall be fulfilled, without the ſmalleſt devi- 
ation.—Through God's favour, your know- 
ledge and experience are celebrated among 
men; are the ſupport and protector of 
ydur friends; and affairs of Four deſcription 
are familiar to your penetration. It is apparent, 
that in caſe his Highneſs's authority ſhall be 
_ reſtored, bankers, merchants, friends, and con- 
nections, all will be filled with confidence; 
looking forward to- future benefits, every one 
will conſider his difficulties as objects of indif- 
' ference or ſatisfaction. The payment of the 


Company's demands, and the fulfilment of 


your pleaſure, will be the firſt objects of their 
views and wiſhes z- no man will complain of 
hardſhips; but, in the expectation of future 
proſperity, one and all will with gratitude ac- 
knowledge your goodneſs, and cheerfully ſub- 
mit to every poſſible ſaving for the purpoſe of 
diſcharging the debt to the Company.—With 
. reſpect to theſe arrangements, whatever may 
'be your pleaſure may be proper and juft, and 
our obedience is unlimited. Redreſs and pro- 
tection, in behalf of his Highneſs, from the hand 


of Mr. Briſtow, under whom the moſt un- 


bounded oppreſſion is experienced, peculiarly 


depends upon your benevolence: Whatever 


may appear to you moſt proper, let us be fa- 
voured with your orders, and they ſhall be 
obeyed. 


Prince, he comes forward us » 


Tummoſuk from the Bankers, 


article of the Governor General's inſtra&ions. 


protection, the ſums payable to 
ompany's Surcar ſhall be punctually re- 


me from all difficulties; but in this, as in ever 
other inſtance, he forfeited his word, and Ls 


by a timely aid, I faved the houſe of Buck 
cauſe for ſatisfaction.— The 


curity againſt rebellion, or to fave the public 


proofs, if better cun be, '6f 
the real motives which firſt determined him to 
complain, than any I have hitherto ſuggeſted.— 
Pretending to feel for the injured honour ef his 
my accuſer; but 
his accuſation cloſes with u propefal, which, [ 
conceive; muſt do more injury to his cauſe thay 
a volume of detail refutation; it Farniſhes the 
plaineſt evidence: In foliciting my removal 
he had in view but one objec; and that ob. 
jet was himſelf. —In the letter above alluded 
to, he charges me with taking by violence his 


« own, and declining bills upon the Maha; Ae 
deprive Alma Ally Cawn of the additional 
Diftrits, and in ftrit conformity to @ ſowret 


did not decline bills on the Mahajinsz—<he 
engapement with them could not be fulfilled, 
bs Be inſtalments for paying them were at too 
early a period to realize à fufficient ſum, 
from the receipts of revenue, both to ſatisfy 
them, and to furniſh ſupplies to the arm). 
The | Miniſter has 2 me a loan f 
lacks of rupees, which would have relieved 


compelled to borrow the money myſelf to pe 
the troops. So far from oppreſling 2. Bankers 


raje and Cuſhm Mull from bankruptcy, — 
They had all Rrained their credit. This, and 
the reduction of the intereſt from two to one 
per cent. per month, were my reaſons for not 
accepting more bills at that particular June- 
ture. —lIt is not, furely, in the little malice of 
Hyder Beg Khan to give an invidious character 
to meaſures like , either adopted as a fe- 
money; and which have already been honoured 
wth your fulleſt approbation. 1 


= 


| to be adopted or rejected, conic 
ing mandates to the Nabob, and reducing him to a Cutwal ; and, becauſe he is conſcidifs tat 


that to induce a belief of them, the moſt circumſtantial evidence muſt, I ſhould im gine, be 
required, yet Hydet Beg Khan has reſted them, one only excepted, upon i bare ae mat 
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come now, Gentlemen, to the Miniſter's third and laſt addreſs to the Honourable the Go- 
wornot General, rœeived the 2ſt May 2983. In my letter to the Board of tie 17th May, 
every thing has been ſaid, and, I truſt, ever thing has been proved, on the ſubject of the Adaw- 
Jut, as far as will be neceſlary to ſhew that there is not perhaps. a ſyllable of truth in what Hyder 


Beg Khan has advanced: I ſhall, therefore, now limit myſelf to a very few additional obſervations: 
And firft, Gen 


temen, he has again moſt Thamefully garbled the correſpondence that paſſed be- 
tween us on this ocaſion, and thewn the ſame contempt for truth as in the firſt part of his ac- 
cuſations. It is wonderful with What induſtry this man has continued to miſrepreſent my every 
aRion ſince I became Reſident.—If I leſire one of my aſſi 


of my aſſiſtants to conſult the Miniſter, in my 
mme, upön the delt mode of redreſſing preſent injuries, and preventing them in 


future, he terms 
it appointing him Darogo of the Adawlut.—If ſuch Gentleman ſubmits his idens to the Mihiſtet, 
as he, having conſidered them, ſhall determine; the Miniſter calls it iſſu- 


there is as wide a diſtinction between the real fact and his ſtatement of it, as there is between the 
delivery of a ſpeculative opinion, and the Lvl — cg of a poſitive law, he adds falfeh66d' to 
miſrepreſentation, and makes ſpeeches for my aſſiſtant which he never dreamt of. 


e my aſſiſtant, as he underſtands Perſian, to prepare papers in that language for my fib&ha- 
2 H os Beg Khan aſſerts I ſuffer my aſſiſtant to iſſue ſhokahs in his 9 to d . 
mils.—If I commit to him che charge of public monies, the Miniſter affirtis J ſuffer Mm to p- 
point a Treaſurer of his own, and, in addition, names perſons as in actual poſſeſſion of the office, 
who, for aught either of us know to the contrary, may never have exiſted. —In ſhort, Genin 
there is no perverſion of fact, no contfadiction in argument, no proſtitution of terms, to 


which 
he has not been driven, in his attempts to-reconcile the groſſeſt inconſiſtencies-=—Laſtly, 1 Me 
paſs to his narrative addreſſed to the Governor General, and received the 4th of May 1783.—I 
have before remarked, and vt will, no doubt, have ſtruek the Honourable Board, that he prodfs 
produced by Hyder Beg Khan, in ſupport of his charges, are, for the moſt part, of ſuch a nature 
as to admit but of one mode of refutation- To an ipſe dixit, what but a flat denial can ve op- 
poſed? unleſs it happen, as is indeed generally the caſe of the Miniſter, that its own abſurdity 
may be further pleaded againſt it: But this is of little moment here, ſince; whenever the Miter 
has inadvertently expoſed himſelf to the force of reaſon or of evidence, the arguments I have 
urged, and the teſtimonies Foe produced, have gone uniformly-to prove ho tte GUdft is 
due to his moſt ſolemn declarations.— The above narrative will afford a ſtriking illuſtration of 
this remark. Although the circumſtances it relates are in themſelves fo ſtrarige and improbabfe, 


expreſsly, as it would ſeem, to give me once again an opportunity of explaining, from that one, 
mith how much indifference he falſifies it.— He ſays « I aſked him what his plan for flödellirg 
« the Vizier's Government was, in the execution of which he was defirous of my acting with him: 
« He repeated verbally ſome articles. I called for pen and ink, and wrote them down as He fe- 
« peated them; and then aſked whether theſe were all, & if there was any thing more ; he replied, 


„This plan, aftef this manner; is agreeable to the orders of the Governor aft the Gentlemen bf 


« the Council, ditected to be carried into execution; which, at the time of my coming here, 


« gave to me perſohally, and delivered to me in writing. The Miniſter, Gentlemen, did 804 2 
he aſſerts, call for pen and ink, and write down, as I repeated them, the articles here mentioned; 
but he fat at home; and deliberately forged what he has ſince wickedly end&ivoured to Perfiiide 
the Honourable Goyernor General, and the Board, was my production. I only requeſt, it may. be 
compared with the plan I really delivered to him upon this ſubject, and which Thave already had 
the honour to ſubmit to you. After ſo decided a proof of his conſummate treachery, is: it neceſ- 


If, again, I 


/ 


fary I ſhould procetd to a formal denial of the reſt of his narrative At is hot poltible Mat a 


Gentleman ſhould be fo careleſs of his Own digni 


| os or ſo wanting in reſpect to the character and 
ſtation of the Govethor General; and I therefore feel the indecorum of offering either to deny or 
to apologize. At the ſame time, I am free to declare, that my reſpect alone reſtrains me from ten- 


dering, not only my honour, but my oath; on this occafivn, in oppoſition to Hyder Beg Khan; 


who has not, from the firſt word of the above narrative to the laſt, once deviated into truth. 


(Signed) JoHN BRISTO W. 


A true Copy of an encloſure in Mr. Briſtow's letter: = — 
| E. Hay, ' 
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Revenues of the 


Year 1190. 


1,91,12,728 2 6 146,33957 15 1 
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2,90,000' —, — 
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DISTRICTS wo 

| f Amount brought over — 
Azimgur and Mahole | 2 — Hay 6, 28,163 — — 
Sultanpore | — — wont 914,096 . od 
Sundellee Milliabad _ — — 360, ooo — 
Sandy Pally and Shawabad — 2 3566,00 ba 
Khyragur by be; — — 2,00,000 3 
purtaubgur — _ ↄ —ͤ—ͤ— 
Beilker | — pi 7 5 
. 5 = "of ee 
Dullubpore 0 — — ke; 2s I | 
W = 4234863 — — 
Barelly — _ — | 
tines 3 PAY 2 7 3526, 00 — 
Ruddowly _ — — © ip 
Durriabad — 8 2 . 
Lucknow 5 5 Eu I,13,000 — —| 
Mohan — — — 61,001 — — 
Ackberpore — — — 4,450,001 — — 
Amaty Rampore — A 326,000 — — 
The Sayer 1 21 — — 38 15960 5 
Sundry Taloocks = — — 469,783 — — 
Manickpore e 5 _— + 129,847 — — 

Revenues of the Year 1190 — 270 55 2 
| Decreaſe in the Revenues of the Year 1190 — bY 5,36,070 = | 


Decreaſe as above 
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Carried over 
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As far as 1 can judge from the preſent ſtate of the collections, there will 
| TO a balance: upon the' whole of the Vizier's revenues, a ſum not leſs 


5 
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536,070 14 9 


—_ 90,36,070 14 


Another 


e 
| „F 9053500 9 
Another actual deficiency, though it does not appear as ſuch upon the} | © . 


face of the public accounts, is included in the immenſe charges of collections 


N and military eſtabliſhments. When the diſtricts are let to farm at the begin 8 
ning of the year, it has been a great object with the Miniſter to prevent the 
decreaſe appearing. If an Aumil, when treating for the farm of a country, 
ſhould object to the Miniſter's demands, the matter is compromiſed by allowin 3 
him nominal charges under the different heads of Nanker, &c. Seybundy, an 8 
every particular deſcribed as Ekrajaut, Mehall, and Mottayenna. Theſe are N 5 
increaſed proportionable to the increaſe of the revenue. Thus the whole be- e 
comes a fiction. From the ſcrutiny I have made into theſe matters, if no- „ 
minal charges were ſtruck off, I am perſuaded the revenue would fall ſhort, at 
the loweſt calculation, a ſum not leſs taan— — ' | 10,00,000 => = 
| __ II, oo, 36, % 14% 


The above aſſertion, relative to nominal charges, will be more particularly explained from 
a comparative ſtate of the revenues, with the charges collection, amounting to a third part of 
the groſs ſum, The thing ſpeaks for itſelf: It cannot be” urged, as à feaſon, that the 
troops ſtationed at Lucknow are paid through the channel of affignments ; they are allowed for 
ſeparately. One might ſuppoſe that the ſmall body of the Mottayenna, or the military, attached 


to the Aumils which do exiſt, would be well paid: But this is not the caſe; the whole are many 
months in arrears, and mutinies frequently happen on this account. The following is a comparative 
ſtatement, which only comprehends the Mottayenna and Ekrajaut Mehall. The Nankar I haye 


omitted, becauſe I have been unable to obtain a correct account of it. 
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COMPARATIVE 


/ 


(9p 


COMPARATIVE STAT EMENT between the 1 of the visier g 
Dominion, and the Charges Mchall and R for the F uſſullee 


3 


Vear 1 190. 
| „ | ummah of the Char s Mehal . 
DISTRICT 8. 9 Charger Metal 

8 Etawa, Sharah, and agdiepore | 58,56, 4 | 18,c4.88 6 
Rohilcund, including Lata 1 Cawn' 8 * — ee 3 I ow 125 ö 1 
Khyrabad and eee 10,86,824 — —| 321,3 133 
Huck 5 I 156,789 10 — 1,06 55382 N 
| Flowah, 85 Maharaſe Nuggur - Aimeb 

Suddellee Milliabad — $4 35201 8 68,359 3 
Allahabad ' $412,875 — — 2, 95,983 9 — 
Gonda Amora Buſtee, 8 and Muggur — | | 6,25, 000 — — 2,60, 435 8 — 
Munnooabaury and Mahonen — 1, 40,107 — 29,609 10 :“ 
Goruckpore, Bairaitch Bulrampore Baunſee, 3 5 | 5 

and Ruſſoolpore Ghoſe — 10, 26,581 8 — 5,63,056 6 — 
Azimgur and Mahole e — $479,801 — — 4,436,644. 11 6 
Sultanpore — — Des; — | 6,00,001 — — 3,98,418 6 — 
3 Milliabat— — — 2,51140 — —| 1, 42,059 8 — 
Sandee Paullee and Shawabad — — | 2290,000——| 1, 02,133 — 
Khyragur — 1 2,00, ooo — — 55618 —— 
Purtawbgur Beilker, D Dingoſe, and Dulubpore — 470, 00 — — 1,48,142 8 
Byſewarrah — | 145155579 — — 1,0, 125 15 — 
Barelly Dalmow, Buddowly, and d Durniabad — | $47,705 — —| 2,41,449 1 — 
Lucknow | — 555280 12 3 25.820 1 6 
Mohan — — — — 49.578 — — 8 5782 10 — 
Ackberpore 28 25 — | 255,819 15 2,13,166 — — 
Amati Rampore — — — {| 227,696 — 179938 8 — 
The Sayer — — — — — 2,01, 5 — — 2 * 5 


1,9595, 915 13 10 68,03, 369 5 — 
5345176 15 2 - 
1,60,000 — —|[ have hitherto been 

40,947 13 —| unable to e | 
00 — —| any particulars o 
472 : theſe diſtricts, or 


2,07,71,740 10 . the charges of them 


Sundry VVV 
Manickpore — — — 
Futtypore— e 1 5 
Coorſ / — | — 


In my Gabe pe I have ommitted the Tn and Furruckabad, not being ſufficiently informed 
concerning them. | FER 


K — pan rene: = W 
n ä * — 1 n EARNEST - 
msn. K Ts 2 
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Errors ee 
I[Signed) JOHN E BRISTOW, 


melde at the Vizier's Court. | : | 


1 true copy. 1 
E. Hay, 
Act. Secy. to the Secret Dept. | 


NARRATIVE 


[198 i] 


NARRATIVE of Converſation between Mr. BRISTOW and HYDER BEG KHAUN 
» OE-03. written by Hyder Beg Khaun.—Copy received the 4th May 1783. 


Mr. Briſtow came in the evening. His firſt converſation turned upon affairs in Furoye . 
that other Gentlemen were coming, in conſequence of the diſmiſſion of the Governor and others . 
that the perſon who was coming in the place of the Governor, who was a Chief of high rank 
was related to Mr. Cowper ; that the idea, which lately exiſted, that by the appointment of 2 
former Miniſter, who was the friend of the Governor, the Governor's ſtability would be 

was at length known to be erroneous, for that the Governor's miſconduct was now plainly 
proved and aſcertained in Europe; © therefore,” he ſaid, © it 1s my wiſh, that you and I ſho 
« enter into mutual engagements, for, by acting in conſort with each other, affairs will be ef. 
“ fectually conducted. 1 have been recommended in Europe to thoſe Gentlemen who are com. 


« ing, and my heart is every way at reſt with reſpect to my own affairs.“ | i He 


: \ 


| T afked him for what particular purpoſes it was that he required ſuch ſecurities from me? Be 
replied, “ For the well modelling the Vizier's Government; and furthermore, that you: ſhall not 
« enter into engagements with any one but me.“ | 5 151 . 


J aſked him, What his plan for modelling the Vizier's Government was, in the execution of 
which he was deſirous of my acting with him? He repeated verbally ſome articles. I called for 
pen and ink, and wrote them down as he repeated them (vide axticles, No. 5.); and then aſked 
whether theſe were all, or if the:e was any thing more? He replied, - This plan, after this 
« manner, is agreeable to the orders of the Governor and the Gentlemen of the Council, d. 
« rected to be carried into execution; which, at the time of my coming here, they gave to me 
ce perſonally, and delivered to me in writing. Their orders for the eſtabliſhment of the Perſian 
« Duftur- have been lately written, and received by me; and I have written to the Gentlemen of 
c the Council, that the ſettlement for the preſent year was made before my arrival, but that [ 
« will carry it into execution at the beginning of the next.“ „ 


J faid, „ Since ſuch a plan is to be carried into execution by the order of the Governor Gene- 
« ral, I will not in any manner heſitate to obey his orders; but your diſpoſition is ſo doubgi 
« and ſuſpicious, that the AY and uprightneſs of my intentions have been uſeleſs, and dd 
« no avail.” That reſpecting his directions (declared by him to be the orders of the Goverhor) ! 
that ſuch things were not to depend upon the Nawaub's being informed of them, from au a 
prehenſion of my honour, as he had ſaid that any evaſions or objections that might ariſe wo 
not be the Nawaub's, but mine, I had executed them; “ that now, from the introduction of 
< the preſent plan, the authority of his Highneſs would be annihilated altogether ; if the Nawaub 
“ ſhould heſitate to conſent to this plan, what were his intentions in that caſe?ꝰ?????ꝰ? 


— — 


He replied, I will not ſuffer it to depend on the Nawaub's compliance or non-compliance ; [3 
will carry it into execution. I anſwered, that I woul@ not, in any marmer whatever, diſpute the 
Governor's commands, for that I was declaredly a dependant on him, and was fatisfed that 
whatever he ſhould order muſt be right in every reſpect ; but defired that in cafe I ſhould, agree- 
able to his (Mr. Briſtow's) orders, execute the buſineſs in oppoſition to the inclinations. of the 
Nawaub, he would procure, for my ſecurity and ſatisfaction, a letter from the Governor directel 
to me, importing that I muſt act agreeably to whatever he:(Mr. Briſtow) might direct; and that 
J muſt not ſuffer my compliance to depend on aſſent or diſſent on the part of his Highnels ; 4 
in that caſe, if his Highneſs ſhould be offended; I ſhall on this ſide be ſure of protection and 
ſupport ; nay, that it appeared neceſſary,, moreover, that theſe articles ſhould be written a! 
_ tranſmitted to me. LD RET = | 


He replied, „I tell you that the Governor is diſmiſſed ; of what uſe is it then to require 
ce letters from thence?” I anſwered, - that I was a dependant on the Governor; as long as lr 
continued at Calcutta, I would act in obedience to his pleaſure; and whenever the period for l 
departure ſhould arrive, I would go to him, and would then do as he ſhould dire&. | 


He replied, „All this labour and trouble is unneceſlary : I offer you the ſecurities neceſſary f 
« being perfectly ſatisfied and ſecure myſelf, with reſpect to the Gentlemen who are coming: | 
« will give you a Coulnamah, binding myſelf to ſupport and promote your intereſts both in Ci. 
“ cutta and in Europe.” | N | 


I anſwered, That he muſt not conſider my declarations of dependance on the Governor 5? 
matter of profeſſion only; but be aſſured, to a certainty, that whenever poſitive informat® 
ſhould be received that he was about to depart for Europe, I would wait upon him, and in W# 
ever manner he ſhould direct, fo I would at. | e 


( 173 ) 


.« It appears then, he ſaid, © that you will withdraw yourſelf from the management of affairs 
« here.” I replied, that I executed the duties of my office, in fact, through the influence of the 
Governor's ſupport 3 when he was gone to Europe, through the influence of whoſe protection 
was to manage affairs?—that I would not continue. | Ole e | 


He was offended at this declaration, and replied, I am every way ready to give you ſe- 
« curity and ſatisfaction. Such confidence in the diſpoſition of the Governor, or in his intimate 
« dants, is idle and ill-founded it is impoſſible to place dependance on the Governor's 
« word or declarations.” —I faid, that hitherto from the beginning his ' kindneſs towards me 
124 been always increaſing ; I had never experienced any deficiency or alteration in his diſ- 
poſition towards me; and that * Human nature is the flave of kindneſs,”” was among us 4 
rroverb, —Much converſation of this fort paſſed between us; after that he ſaid, © I will cauſe 
« the orders I have received reſpecting the modelling of this Government to be tranſlated into 
« Perfian by my Moonſhee, who is a truſt-worthy perſon, and deliver it to you; you will do well 
« to follow the example of Mokhtaur ul Dowla, and enter into a written engagement and agree- 
« ment with me. 3 i | EDN Conor W402 „ 0 . 5 


In order to know of what nature Mokhtaur ul Dowla's Coul Nimah was, I propoſed to him to 
give me a COPY of it, that I might confider it ; but added, that ſecurity on the part of the Go- 
vernor was abſolutely neceflary in the firſt inſtance : That, he (Mr. Briſtow) aſſerted that the Go- 
yernor was undoubtedly diſmiſſed; in conſequence of which my faculties and underſtanding were no 
longer in the ſtate neceſſary to do buſineſs. | | 


He encouraged me by affurances of his own ſtability, and ſaid, „The day after to-morrow 1 
« ſhall go to Putturree Gaut; there I ſhall have leiſure; T will remain there two days; I will 
« cauſe the tranſlation of the orders for the modelling and arranging of affairs here to be written; 
« and give it to you on my return. e . 


Conſidering a reſpite for three qr four days as an advantage gained, I expreſſed the greateſt 
zpprobation : Again I repeated the queſtion on this points * theſe were the orders, 
« That, whether his Highneſs ſhould be ſatisfied or diſſatisfied, at all events the buſineſs muſt 
« be done?” —He faid “ Yes—the orders are abſolute: If his Highneſs ſhould prove obſtinate, 
] will not advance any thing for the expenoes of his Sircar ; I will ſuſpend the payment of his ſtipend 
hen he ſhall be diſtreſſed for his neceſſary expences, he will acquieſce of his own accord.“ 


| He then opened to me the real object of yeſterday's converſation ; ſaying, there were certain 
points on which, on the arrival of the new Gentlemen, caution would be necefſary.—I afked him, 
on what points? He ſaid, „ Such as the buſineſs of Colonel Cumming, in which a Shoka was 
© written without the Vizier's knowledge; and others of the like nature which may have taken 
& place: This circumſtance. has proved highly diſagreeable to the Gentlemen of the Council: 


© will fall upon you.“ | 

I replied, that in obedience to him I had cauſed it to be done; that he had ee aſked 
me, a why I introduced the name of the Vizier?” That I muſt act as he directed; that eſ- 
pecially, on the buſineſs of the Shoka to Colonel Cumming, he had importuned me for three 
days, and that, from a regard to the preſervation of my honour, I have cauſed it to be written 
without the Vizier's knowledge; that the ſame had been done with reſpect to the Tuncaw of the 
Turkſwars, and other matters. Yd, ” | 


BESREASY 5 > — 


Hereplied—< It is on this account I ſay to you, that now you and I are about to be united, 
© you mult confider any thing injurious to my reputation, which ſhall befal me, as befalling to 
* yourſelf ; and thus any thing of that ſort, happening to you, I ſhall conſider as happening to 
me. Youreplied angrily to my letter, that by my defire you had affixed the ſeal of the Vizier, 
* without his knowledge, to the Shokas, and delivered them 


I replied, that this was not written in anger; that he had accuſed me of diſobeying the 
orders of the Gentlemen of the Council, and his pleaſure; that I, in reply, had inſerted the par- 


ticulars which J had done in obedience to the orders communicated by him, and to his pleafure; 
at, if I had not inſerted them, 1 ſhould have appeared guilty of the diſobedience ces upon 
me: that if T had written any thing not founded on fact, he would have accuſed me of it at the 


fine, or he could do it then, and demand my reaſons for ſuch and ſuch falſe aſſertions. | 


He replied, « The things which you write are of ſuch a nature, that a fair and direct an- 
, Wer cannot be given; but in certain affairs, which may prove the ſubjects of inquiry and ac- 

culation againſt me, it will be better to keep ſilence. — I anſwered, That, with reſpect to what 
© faid to me verbally, I would act agreeably to his pleaſure; but that when he thought proper to put 
ments upon paper, and give them in writing, if I did not anſwer them faithfully» and fully, I 


X x | He 


hy be ſubject to accuſations, 


“Whenever his Highneſs ſhall aſſert that theſe things have been done without his knowledge, blame 
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« into execution.“ 


He anſwerd, « J will be careful in this reſpect for the future, and not write: Silence, however 
son this ſubject, is neceſſary on your part, that it may not be known to the Gentlemen who 10 
coming, that the Vizier's ſeal has been affixed to papers and Shokas without his knowledge. 


D 


I faid, That when the new Gentlemen ſhould arrive, and I ſhould continue here in the manage. 
ment of affairs, I would act in whatever manner he ſhould pleaſe to direct. 


His object is, chat it may not now be diſcaversd that the Vizier's ſeal has been affixed. 5 
Shokas without his knowledge; he did not plainly and directly ſay it, but obliquely and: ſecrss 
he hinted as much; and ſaid, The complaints and reflections which have been lately exhibits] 


L 74 J. 


ce againſt me at the Board, have been diſapproved, and that which I have written has met with 
« approbation; but ſuch matters muſt not be known to the new Gentlemen 


Much more he ſaid, containing reflections on the Gentlemen in the Governor's confidence, advice 
reſpecting the execution of the plan and the deceiving of the Vizier, ſo that by. throwing him of 
his guard, the buſineſs might be effected; adding, When it is once done, how will his H 


ghneſs be 


« able to remedy it? — Thus it was that Mokhtar ul Dowla and I, in concert, carried our poi 

« by repreſenting matters as trivial or wing ws 1 or by holding out temptations of yarioy 
« defcriptions, to the Vizier; and when the buſineſs was once executed he was ſilent, nor ky 
cc or foreſaw the ultimate conſequences which would follow. — In the ſame manner you muſt noy 


« adviſe the Nawaub, as I ſhall direct you; and having by artifice obtained his approbation, carry 


This converſation he ſpun out to a prodigious length; to attempt to write it would de 
endleſs.—T ſaid thus much in reply; That, with reſpect to the execution of meaſures contrary to 


the inclinations of the Vizier, as intended by him, that I ſhould not heſitate to obey. the Go⸗ 
vernor's orders communicated to me as ſuch; but that to procure a letter of aſſurance from the 


Governor, to the purport already mentioned, was abſolutely neceſſary, that I might be ſecure fron 


the conſequences of the Nawaub's reſentment. 


He replied, © I will cauſe a Perſian tranſlation of the orders to be made, and give it to you; 


e and we will after that talk again: Aſſurance of ſecurity from the Governor is unneceſſary, iner 
c in a ſhort time he will ſet out for Europe.” —I repeated my former anſwer. It remains to be 


ſeen hereafter what the next converſation will produce, 


Account of the Articles for the Regu- 
lation of the Country, and Habita- 
tion of his Highneſs, which Mr. 
BRISTOW cauſed to be written, 
as tranſmitted by HY DER BEG 
CAWN to the G 


Having appointed a new Treaſurer, 
I will eſtabliſh the General Treaſury 
of the country in two places; one 
for the Sircar of the Company; the 
other for the expences of the Na- 
waub's houſehold, and houſehold 
eſtabliſhments for the Tuncaw and 
Jaghyrdars. What ſhall be neceſſary 
for the Nawaub's. expences, &c. | 
will iſſue in money. 


9 will keep the Perſian Dufter of 
the governmental officers and the 
Mutta Suddies, and will appoint a a 


Dewan to. ſuperintend the ſame. 


Having diſmiſſed the Aumils ap- 
pointed by his Highneſs, I will ap- 
point other Aumils. | 


I will keep the cavalry. and the 


infantry under my own authority; 


and what other troops may be neceſ- 


ſary, I will raiſe them alſo by my 
own authority. 3 


will 


overnor General. 


Propoſitions for the better Settlement of his Excellency the 
NABOB VIZ IER's affairs, really made, and delivered 
to HYDER BEG KAWN in Writing, for his Con- 
ſideration, by Mr. BRISTOW. Tranſmitted to the 
Board in the Reſident's Letter of the... June, 1783. 


1ſt. The realizing the Company's balance is the fil 


object. This year the. bad management of many of the 


Aumils, and the delaying to ſettle their accounts in proper 
time, cauſed great confuſion in many parts of the coun: 
try. A balance will be the Rae's re The 'year | 
now expiring ; it is proper every diſtrict ſhould be ſettle 
the extraordinary charges curtailed, and the neceſan 
expences be paid, that the Aumils may receive charge 
in the beginning of the year, make their arrangements il 
proper time, and have no excuſe for not paying the revenui 


2d. The office of Dewan has been long held by Rzjak 


Soorut Sing, but the. Rajah poſſeſſes ho authority in 


and the accounts I have required were furniſhed with gi 


difficulty and delay; excluſive of which, perſons wad 
have no connection with the office tranſact the buſine. 
It is neceſſary chat orders ſhould iſſued to ever) Auf 
and Surriſhtadar, directing them to furniſh without dela 
or evaſion, every account the Rajah may require. Tie 
accounts of every diſtrict and place, as well as for 
eltabliſhments, ſhall be depoſited in the Deyrao's 


I will: keep the buſineſs of te 


Adawlut under 'my own authority. 


| Such expences © for ſuperfluous 


elephants and horſes in the Na- 


waub's Dowaub, and for proviſions 


dreſſed, are unneceſſary; let him di- 


miniſh them. 34 | 


1 will take the old Dufters and pa- 


e 15 
cherry, for' which a proper houſe ſhall be allotted. If 


accounts once delivered in ſhould ever be changed or 
altered in any particular, by any officers of the Dewanny, 


ſevere - puniſhment ſhould be inflicted on the offenders. 
You will be pleaſed to aſcertain the different departments 
of the Dewanny from its officers, ſpecifying the offices, 
the perſons: who hold them, and every particular . ſepa- 
rately, and favour nie with an account of the whole. 


rs which are in the Sircar of his 


Highneſs. - 


— 


Having diſmiſſed the 'great' Aumils, 


] will appoint ſeparate 


inferior Aumils 
in their places. Hs 


4 * 


1 


7 


3d. A Treaſurer was appointed for the Vizier's perſonal 
expences, and a Paymaſter for the army. Provided the 
revenues had been remitted according to the propoſed 
plan, the ſum total of them (the Company's aſſignments 


excepted) would have been depoſited in thoſe Treaſuries, 


and the particulars of the expenditure have been aſcer- 


| tained. Notwithſtanding I have called for the account 
diſburſements, and the balance of caſh, on the day Fa- 


coor Doſs was appointed, I have never been able to obtain 


either; beſides which, the ſaid Facoor Doſs, according to 


the plan, ought to have been Controller, Mokhtar Muſh- 


ruff: He has never been put in charge; and the truſt 
and confidence which were before placed in him, under his 
Excellency's adminiſtration, he has entirely loſt. 


In conſequence of the Treaſuries not being properly ma- 
naged, large ſums are embezzled, the neceſſary eſtabliſh- 


ments are not provided for, whilſt lacks are ſquandered in 

uſeleſs expences, It 
ſhould be appointed, to whom all receipts of revenue 
' ſhould be firit paid; and afterwards diſtributed to the ſub- 


It is neceſſary a General Treaſurer - 
ordinate Treaſuries. | 


4th. Funds for the regular payment of the Vizier's per- 
ſonal expences are the firſt conſideration. It is neceſſary 
to do away the diſgrace ſuffered from the diſtreſs of the 
Vizier's houſehold, - and the irregular payment of his ſer- 
vants wages; and for this purpoſe the ſums allotted for 
the ſupport of his houſehold and ſervants ſhould be paid 
into the hands of a ſeparate 'T reaſurer. That the whole 
ſum ſhall be divided into twelve equal inſtallments, paid 
monthly by the faid Treaſurer ; no payments to be made, 
except by the Vizier's orders, atteſted by the acting Mi- 
niſter; and that no perſon holding offices in the Vizier's 


houſehold ſhall be a farmer of revenue. 


275 sth. Large ſums would be required to ſatisfy the liſt 
of ene and Tuncadars'; owing to his Excellency's 


want of money, few are paid. The diſtreſs has been ſo 
great, that the Nabob's brothers, the women belonging 


to the Zennannahs of the late Vizier, and the Nawaub 


Burhaun ul Mullick, have been in want even of the ne- 
ceſſaries of life. Some of his Excellency's brothers have 
ſought a ſubſiſtence with other Chiefs ; it is therefore ne- 
ry a ſeparate "Treaſurer ſhould be appointed for the 
Jaghyrdars and Tuncawdars, and their penſions he paid 
monthly, according to the months of the Fuſlullee year: 


6th. It is certain that great ſums are embezzled 


under the head of army diſburſements. Many ſervants 
on the civil liſt enjoy conſiderable - emoluments under 


this head; and there are no good troops exiſting. 


Should their ſervices be called for, 12,000, nor even 
10, ooo, could be aſſembled. The few which exiſt have 


increaſing arrears; and many claſſed among the troops 
have ohtained ſervice, owing entirely to the favour 


. . and 
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and ' intereſt of Muttaſuddies, and the civil officers f 
Government: They are totally unfit for ſervice > The 
keeping a. uſeleſs army out of conſideration to ſuch 2 

people, is the worſt: of ſyſtems in Government. The 

Cavalry have no fixed eſtabliſhment. For theſe ſeverel 

- reaſons, there is no regularity or diſcipline in the Vi- 
zier's army. Thoſe perſons conſidered as troops ſhould 
not act under the orders of any perſon, except their own 
commanders, and ſhould never follow in the ſuite of any 
man. — 5 IG EI 


When TI relinquiſhed the Turkſwarrh aſſignments, the 
acting Miniſter . promiſed me, that their juſt pay ſhould 
be paid them monthly, and given into the hands of each 
trooper. The embezzlements, the troopers riding the 
 Vizier's horſes, and abuſes in this corps, ought to have 
been corrected; but the pay was iſſued as uſual, and 
the abuſes continue, | TOY 


You will be pleaſed to furniſh me with a ſtatement of 
Tipperchund's office, ſpecifying the particular duties of each 
department, and the expence attending the whole. 


7th. The acting Miniſter has repeatedly informed me, 

- that Muſter Maſters have been deputed to every diſtri; 
nevertheleſs the embezzlements and frauds have not been 
communicated to me. It is requiſite that you ſhould, 
through Rajah Tipper Chund, inform me of the names of 


the Muſter Maſters at every ftation, and the reſult of 


their enquiries. 


-$th. The ſyſtem of affignment ſhould be aboliſhed, 

except on account of the Company. The revenue to 

be depoſited with the General Treaſurer, who ſhall every 
day give a ſtatement of the bills he may receive. | 


'gth. Robberies and murders are committed to an er- 


ceſs at Lucknow; it is therefore neceſſary to eſtabliſh the 
Phouzedarry Adawlut upon a zeſpectable footing. | 


roth. There ſhould be an office of Aumeen eſtabliſhed 
for the trial of civil cauſes, diſputed lands, and exac- 
tions made by Aumils. 1 5 


11th. That civil and military truſts ſhould not be united 
in the ſame perſons. | 1 


12th. Whereas the above propoſitions are agreeable to 
the arrangements ordered by the Governor General; tie 
acting Miniſter's office, as well as mine, depends on the 
execution of them. „ 


| True copies. . 
(signed) J. NEAVE, ph 
| Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
: at the Vizier's Court. 
True copies. | | 
e 


| LY Y 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Reſident at Owde, to 


the Honourable Governor General and Council, Fort William. Dated the zoth Deceny 
ber 1781. a 75 | h 9 


1 ſhall take ſuch ſteps as the means in my power will admit of, towards" procuring from the 
Nabob orders to each Aumil to pay his groſs revenues to the Miniſters, and to receive the pi 


of their troops, being reduced into regular muſtered eſtabliſhments, from the general T rene) ; 


% TS 6c cc - 


the 


the 


the preſervation of the ſtan 
Honourable Company. 


1 9 3 


and ſhould he refuſe, I will iſſue my own, together with thoſe of the Miniſters, to that purpoſe, as 
] did in a fomer inſtance, when the Nabob refuſed his Perwannahs for the reſumption of 
the Jagheers 3 and ſhall further enforce the execution againſt each diſobeying Aumil, by march- 
ing againſt him, and diſplacing him. Theſe three points complete the heads of your recom- 
mendations to the Nabob. The fourth article, which was the ſeparation and limitation of his 
own diſburſement to the medium of his receipts for the laſt three years, having already taken 


— then no aſſignments will remain upon the country, but thoſe of the Company, as ex- 
preſſed in the treaty. | 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Refident at Owde, to 
the Honourable the Governor General, dated the 20th March 1782. 


| have the honour to inform you, that in conſequence of ſome miſmanagements having again 
intruded in the mint of Lucknow, I have been under the neceſſity of appointing a Sezauwul on 
my own behalf, to check and examine every rupee that may be iſſued from it. 


I hope this unavoidable interference with the Vizier's officers will meet your approbation, as 
dard here is extremely material to the intereſt and convenience of the 


Ina order to complete the check you have directed over the Mooteyennah and their payment, I 

have been neceſſitated to appoint an Aumeen to receive and remit to me the collections of Letafut 
Ally Cawn's Jaidaads, the net amount of which I have pledged myſelf to ſend him; and to prevent 

the miſapplication of thoſe funds, which he heretofore ſo notoriouſly was guilty of, I have appointed 
2 Muſter Maſter and Pay Maſter to his corps at Delhy. TEL SEL? | 


True extracts 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, „ 
| | Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
A true copy. at the Vizier's Court. 
Act. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to 


| the Honourable Governor General and Council, dated Lucknow, 3oth January 1783. 


In my addrefs of the 1 ultimo, I alſo repreſented the improbability of my realizing the Ho- 
nourable Company's aſſignment on Furuckabad ; and I am ſorry to inform 


u, the negligence 
and inactivity of Mahomed Saaied Cawn, the Vizier's Sezawal, obliged the 


iniſter to adviſe his 


diſmiſſion from that truſt; and Myrza Mahomed Beg, a man of good character, has been ap- 


pointed in his place. The Nabob Mozuffer Jung deputed agents to Lucknow to complain of the 
as diſtreſs he ſuffered, and ſolicited, in the moſt urgent manner, that a part of the collections 
ould be appropriated for his ſubſiſtence. Three lacks of rupees per annum is the ſum 
which the Miniſter recommended to the Vizier, to be paid the Nabob Muſuffer Jung, in 
proportion to the actual receipts. Mahomed Beg was authorized to ſettle this matter, and 


make the payments, but I have not yet heard whether the propoſition has been agreed to. 


The confuſion which had occurred in the adminiſtration of the affairs of Furuckabad, and the 
repeated ſolicitations of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, have induced me to unite with the Minifter in 
the late arrangements, as appearing to me the beſt that could be adopted under the circumſtanees 
which exiſted. The ſeaſon was ſo far advanced, as to render the removal of the Sezawal an im- 
0 ge meaſure, if there had been any probability of the buſineſs being well conducted by him; 
dut, by every information J could collect, it left me no alternative, but of riſking a very conſider- 
able loſs to the Vizier, or acquieſcing in and ſupporting the new meaſure. 


The Nabob Mozuffer Jang complained that Mahomed Saaied Cawn had ſeized upon the tombs 
and gardens of his anceſtors, and ſequeſtered the revenues appropriated for their ſupport. The 
ſum was trifling ; and the act diſguſted the people, and hurt the Vizier's reputation. I adviſed the 


_ Tlinquiſhing any appendage of this nature; and that the new Sezawal ſhould be inſtructed, by every 


Means in his power, to conciliate the Nabob Mozuffer Jung. 


vor. In. „ = EXTRACT 


EXTRACT. of a Letter from the Honourable Governor. General and Council to Mr, 
| BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated 3d March 17883 


We approve of your conduct with reſpect "Ry the Nabob Mozufter Jung, and the tranſaclion : 


Furrockabad, 


A true copy of an encloſure in Mr. Briſtow's letter. 


E. Hay, 


Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


From the NABOB VIZIER to the Honourable 
1783. 


Uſual introduction. 

J have already informed you fully of the perſe - 
cutions and indignities which I have ſuffered 
from the hands of Mr. Briſtow. The contu- 
mely and deprivation of authority which I ex- 
perience at his hands is redoubled daily. I am 
every way diſpoſed to fulfil your pleaſure, The 
payment of the Company's demands, I con- 
aer as an object ſuperior to all others; and I 


wiſh to diſcharge them in preference to every 


other. approbation. 


J entreat you by enquiry to make yourſelf ac- 
quainted with the conduct of Mr. Briſtow. — 
The meaſures on which he has determined, and 
which he is carrying into execution, cannot, I 
am certain, correſpond - with your ſentiments 
and intention towards me, or with thoſe of the 
Gentlemen of the Council. ; 


lle declares that the Government of this 


country is his by right, for that he has brought 
orders or authority from Europe; that he will 


take the entire management of it into his own. 


hands, and with his own hand give what 1s to 
be given. It is his intention to reduce me to 
the ſtate of a ſervant, dependent upon him.— 
I am oppreſſed to the laſt extremity, and my life 
is become a burden to me. | | 


I am ready and willing to pay the Company's 
monies.—I intreat, as a favour, that you will re- 
call Mr, Briſtow and Mr. Cowper ; and permit 
me the exerciſe of diſcretional power for the 
management of my country, and the payment 
of the Company's monies. I will cauſe payment 
of thoſe monies to be made through the hands 


of my Miniſters in the manner thereafter men- 


tioned ; that is to fay, Whereas Mr. Briſtow 
has declined taking bills upon the Mahajins for 
the balance of teep, for 26 lacks given by 
them, and has taken the Jaſidands aſſigned to 
thoſe Mahajins into his own hands, and declared 
that he himſelf will collect the amount, and re- 
mit it to the Company's Treaſury ; the truth 
of which you may aſcertain from the Mahajins, 
who have given teep, and who declare them- 
ſclyes ready to grant bills for the ſame, if put 

* | . In 


True extracts. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW 
the Governor. General; received 7th April 


I T have iſſued the Vizier's Perwannas to the 


funds for the ſpeedy liquidation of the claims 


Middleton informed you of thoſe engagements 


ſideration, however, Almaſs deferred diſpatching 


had deen practicable at this advanced ſeaſon of 


would doubtleſs have been the ſafeſt, mode of 
acting; but had I failed, by precipitately in- 


om 


J. NEAVE, © ans 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
at the Viſier's Court, 


(Signed) 


to the Honourable the Governor General and 
Council, dated 4th November 1782. 


Aumils and Phouſdars, on whom the Honour. 
able Company's aſſignments are granted, and 
exerted myſelf. in endeavouring to ſecure the 


on his Excellency. I am, however, much em- 
barraſſed by the engagements made with the 
bankers on account of their depoſit of teeps 
and bills of exchange on the Preſidency, Mr, 


in his letters of the 7th September laſt ;' and a 
difficulty will ariſe in ſupporting the bankers 
in the recovery of ſums they may advance, and 
at the ſame time my realizing the Honourable 
Company's current aſſignments.— ſhall ſub. 
mit the particulars of theſe matters to your 
conſideration in due courſe of time. 


* 


— — » Sh 


I have ſtrongly recommended the reduction 
of Almaſs Ally Can power; and it is with 
great ſatisfaction I acquaint you, that by my 
advice he was deprived of the charge of coun- 
tries yielding a revenue of ſixty lacks a year, 
in addition of thoſe he has actual poſſeſſion of, 
The Perwannas to the Aumils in poſſeſſion, ap- 
prizing them of their removal, had been pre- 
pared four days before my arrival; upon con- 


8 mn — OD 21" 


his Naibs until I ſhould take charge of the Re- 
ſidency. About two months ago he had con- 
ſented to farm Corah, Etaya, Sharah, &c. The 
power he acquires from theſe extenſive di- 
tricts, renders him a dangerous ſubject; and, if it 


the year, I would not have ſcrupled to have t- 
commended the depriving him of any truſt un- 
der the Vizier's Government. I had not time 
to form a certain judgment how far a defection 
of his people could have been effected; I an 
told it is poſſible to ſucceed in this point, which 


volving the Vizier in a meaſure of this delicate 
nature, or had a conſiderable loſs. of revenue 
been the conſequence, I ſhould have been jukly 


expoſed to cenſure, | 
7 8 Extract 


feed to them, when your orders, eſtabliſhing 


thority for the management of my coun- 
= nd e of my monies, ſhall arrive, 
if Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Cowper be recalled 


by thoſe Mahajins to the amount of the ba- 


my Miniſter's tummuſſook, and - ſubſtituted his 


ſhall remain due to the ſaid Sahoo, I will cauſe 
ſuch good and ſubſtantial ſecurities to be.given 
to his ſaid Gomaſtahs on the ſpot, that no cauſe 
reſpect to the preſent year Fuſſullee 1190, and 
and received by Mr. Briſtow, and for the 


amount of which he has taken tummuſſooks 
from the Aumils of the ſaid Janidauds, let him 


remain due from the ſaid Janidauds, and payable 


monthly, to 


the commanding officer of thoſe 
troops. oo lp te, 


informing me thereof, ſhall be received and 


tor the management of my country, and the 

aſſiſtance I will cauſe thoſe monies to be fur- 

niſhed and remitted by wy Miniſter, agreeably 
If 


to what I have written. 


take whatever meaſures you ſhall think proper. 


<5 Li * 


o 


wp 


Secy. 


> £» 


:—o — 


from hence; I will procure bills to be granted 


lance of the teep, and tranſmit them to you, 
and whatever ſums may remain due on the bills 
or 26 lacks granted by Gopaul Doſs Sahoo, - 
fom whom Mr: Briſtow has taken by violence 


own in the place thereof. I will take back 
Mr. Briſtow's tummuſſook from the Gomaſ- 
tahs of the aforementioned Sahoo, and cauſe it 
to be returned to Mr. Briſtow ; and for what 


for ſuſpicion or doubt ſhall: remain; and: with 


the Janidauds for the Company's money ſettled 


be directed to deliver up the Tummuſlooks. of 
the ſaid Aumils to me; and whatever ſums may 


by the ſaid Aumils, the ſame ſhall be remitted to 
you in bills, kiſt by kiſt, by my Miniſters; and 
whatever ſums you ſhall direct to be paid here 
from the amount hereof for the uſe of the 
Company's troops, the ſame ſhall be paid here 


1e balance at the concluſion of the year. 
And for the enſuing year 1191 Fuſſullee, Fl 
whatever plan or mode you ſhall- pleafe to dic- 
tate and determine, that plan or mode, on your 


ſtrictly followed. I will not object to, nor heſi- 
tate to fulfil, your pleaſure, in any reſpect what- 
ever. If you will pleaſe, as a mark of your 
friendſhip, to recall Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Cow- 
per, and confer upon me difcretional authority 


payment of the Company's monies, with God's 


1 any defect or defi- 
ciency ſhall happen, you will on the inſtant 


Concludes as uſual. 
t 4 „ 

f In the Nabob Vizier's own hand. 

g [ hope, my friend, fon your kindneſs, that 
0 1 ſhall be delivered from theſe diſtreſſes, and ob- 
n an my requeſt, 

n | | | 

h Atte copy. 

f (Signed) J. P. AURIOL, 


( 17 9. ) 
the Janidauds originally aſ- 


Extract of a Letter from the Honourable Gover- 
nor General and Council to Mr. JOHN 
| BRISTOW, dated 22d November 1782. 


We have received your letters of the 2d and 
4th inſtant.— We approve of the different parts 
of your conduct, which are ſtated to us by theſe 
letters. The bills incloſed in the firſt; toge- 


ther with thoſe - previouſly received from Mr. 


Middleton, have been - preſented for accep- 
tance ; and we aſcribe the honour paid them to 
the arrangements made by you for ſecuring the 
claims of the Shroffs, which, as' they had the 
ſanction of a formal agreement, you did right 
to confirm. - | 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW 
to the Honourable Governor General and 


- Council, dated 2d January 1783. 


I take the liberty to incloſe you papers and 
account, agreeable to the incloſed liſt; to 
which I beg leave to refer for a full explana- 
> of the amount of the claims on the Nabob 
Vizier. 5 GEL = 


' Immediately after my arrival, I urged the act- 
ing Miniſter to adviſe and recommend ar- 
rangements for the complete diſcharge of the 
ICE. To re- 
lieve myſelf from * cenſure, in caſe of failure in 
this eſſential point, it is neceſſary I ſhould ex- 
plain the tranſaction with the bankers: The 
balance at the end of laſt year was not in fat 
paid, but transferred to the bankers; ' and in- 
creaſed by the load of a very high intereſt. 
There were two diſtin engagements; one for 


bills on the Preſidency for — 22, 67,485 2 4 
Received in caſh — 3,82, 5714 13 8 


26, 50,000 — == 
Another for Teeps, promiſing - 
bills to be delivered by in- 
ſtalments, at the following 
periods, and in the following 
proportions, viz. 5 


Bahadoon 11891 — 6, 50, 00 
| Asexplain- 
. T4 ed in Mt.. 
Coaur 1190 6550, O00 
\ Middle- 
| ton's ſepa- 
Cautick — 6, 50, 00 
. . rate letter 
$0 me, No. 2. 
Aughun — 6,50, 00 1 
— | —26,00,000 — -- 
525, 50,000 — -- 


Paid them from the balance of | | | 
1189 — 2,915,116 — -- 
By 


[186] 


From HYDER BEG KHAN to the Honour By this ſtatement you will ob- 


able the GOVERNOR GENERAL, re- 
ceived 7th April, 1783. 


< Uſual introduction. 


I formerly repreſented to you the particulars 
bf the perſecutions exerciſed towards his High- 
neſs by Mr. Briſtow, and the unhappineſs and 
diſtreſs of mind under which his Highneſs la- 
boured. A repetition of the ſame circum- 
ſtances muſt alſo have reached your ears thro' 
other channels, inaſmuch as they have come 
to paſs. in ſo public a manner, as to be known 
almoſt to every body. 


Relying on your goodneſs, his Highneſs has. 
Wen a the removal of Mr. Briſtow, and the 
grant of diſcretional authority to him in the 
management of his country, and for the pay- 
ment of the Company's monies. If you ſhould 
be graciouſly diſpoſed to comply with his re- 
ef and at the ſame time ſo far to favour 
me, as to appoint me from yourſelf to the ma- 
nagement of affairs here, agreeably to the pro- 
poſal made to you by his Highneſs, both re- 
ſpecting the ſums -femaining due on Teep and 
on Mahajim bills, and with regard to the pre- 
ſent year 1190 Fuſſullee, and for the enſuing 
year Fuſſullee 1191, in any manner you ſhall 
pleaſe to direct, I will engage, in obedience 
to your orders, to remit the ſame to you, kiſt 
by kiſt, in bills; and as much thereof as ſhall be 
neceſſary for the payment of the Company's 


troops in this quarter, ſo much, on receipt 


of your orders, I will pay on the ſpot to ſuch 
Commanding Officer of troops as you. ſhall be 
pleaſed to direct. As I was originally raiſed from 
the duſt by your hand, and am debtor to you 
for my rank and reputation, ſo now alſo, aid- 
ed by your favour and protection, by your pa- 


tronage and ſupport, I ſhall be enabled to effect tled 


theſe objects. If you ſhall pleaſe to honour 


me with this appointment, as your particular 


and immediate dependent, with God's aſſiſt- 
ance, I will not be deficient in conducting the 
affairs of the Company's Sarcar, or in obedi- 
ence to your commands. | | 


Concludes as uſual. 


A true co 
(Signed) J. 


Memorandum : 


p. AURIOL, Secy. 


Hyder Beg Khan has been obliged to make 
his offer of becoming ſecurity for the payment 
of the Company's demands in general; becauſe it 
is neceſſary to know the modes and times, in 
which the Board would deſire the kiſts to be 
ſtated and diſcharged, before he can be particu- 
lar, and theſe, as the yearly eſtimates. The Vizier 
and he ſubmit entirely to their deciſion; and 
when that deciſion is made, the Miniſter will 


formally make himſelf reſponſible, in ſuch man- 


mer, 


ſerve the revenues of the 
preſent year has been antici- rl 
| pated in the ſum of —» 4% 58,8 34 ww 


bearing an intereſt of two per cent, per men. 
ſem. The whole demand upon the Vizier, on 
account of the Honourable Company and the 
Bankers, will this year amount to the ſum 
of one crore forty-one lacks two thouſand five 
hundred and ſeventy-eight rupees (1,41,02,578), 
Mr. Middleton gave the bond to the Bankers 
on account the firſt engagement for rupees 
26,50,000, engaging to ſee them repaid their 
money. The revenues of certain diſtricts were 
aſſigned to him on account of the Bankers, ang 
were, as collected, to be paid to them, 


When Almaſs Ally Cawn returned to Luck. 
now, a negociation was ſet on foot to. transfer 
the ſecurity from Mr. Middleton to him, and 
concluded a few days before my arrival. The 
bond was returned to Mr. Middleton, and Al. 
maſs's granted in lieu of it. The additional + 
diſtricts, propoſed to have been entruſted to Al. 
maſs, were part of thoſe aſſigned to the Bankers; 
and the Vizier's order, and other documents, 
had paſſed for putting him in poſſeſſion a few 
days before my arrival. I was fo ſoon expect 
ed, that Almaſs of his own accord deferred 
taking charge, as I have already informed you, 
until the meaſure, through me, receive your 
ſanction, lt | 5 2 


. . . RCTS 


When I conſidered the power poſſeſſed by 
Almaſs, I did not heſitate to reject every idea of 
extending his authority. A difficulty occur- 
red about the bond he had granted, and 
a payment he had made to the Bankers of 
three Jacks ſeventy-five thouſand rupees 
(Rs. 3,75,900). The latter part was eaſily ſet- 
„ by giving him credit for that ſum on 
account the revenues of Etawa, Corah, &c. 
but the Bankers - refuſed any fecurity, except 
mine, in lieu of the bond. The bills of ex- 
change had actually been tranſmitted to the 
Board, and were in courſe of payment. To have 
aunulled the engagement, would have difap- 
pointed you of a reſource, and hurt our credit 
with the Bankers. It was abſolutely necefſary 
that Almaſs's bond ſhould be returned to tum: 
| TI was therefore induced to take the engage» 
ment upon myſelf; and I am happy to find, by 
your commands of the 22d ultimo, that my con- 
duct has been approved of. 


— — om, — — 


Although my attention has been pringpe'? 
directed to the liquidation of the balance, 

have hitherto found it utterly impoſſible to pro- 
cure aſſignments equal to the amdunt required. 
Diſtricts have been over-rated to me; and, be- 
fore I can conclude a fair engagement with al 
Aumil, I am obliged, in every inſtance, to ſe- 
parate fictitious from juſt eſtimates, which takes 
up time, and is the cauſe of my not ſending 


the accounts of the Vizier's revenues, hays 
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ſeribe. courſe of a very few days. 


A true copy. The Bankers, upon my arrival, claimed my 


Secy. maturely conſidering the matter, it appeared to 
me moſt adviſeable to blend the Honourable 
Company's and their claims under one head. 
Unleſs I had done this, there would have been 
a perpetual interference in the collection of the 
aſſignments; and in caſe the Bankers ſhould 
have failed in realizing their monies, they would 
have fallen proportionally ſhort in their pay- 
ments at the Precedency. Theſe were the rea- 
ſons which induced me to unite the two ac- 
counts ; and I hope they will meet with your ap- 
probation. | ED 

There remains a ſum of thirteen lacks, on account of the teeps, for which bills of exchange 

on the Preſidency are now due. I took charge of my office without any caſh in the Treaſury, 

and a ſum of near 30, oq, ooo rupees due to the Bankers. I afterwards, under date the 24 


that period were very inconſiderable) accumulated the debt to near 36,59,000 ; the whole bear- 
ing an intereſt. at two per cent. per menſem. The Bankers were diſinclined to give any more 
bills, until part of this balance was liquidated. The ſeaſon of the heavy collections being fo 
near at hand, it appeared to be moſt adviſeable to delay tranſmitting you other bills, until ſuch 


and give them caſh for their bills; by which the Vizier would derive the additional advantage of 
faving the intereſt ; and the difference to the Company would have been the delay of perhaps 
three months only in the receipt of the remaining ſum of the above-mentioned thirteen lacks, re- 
maining to be remitted to the Preſidency on account of the Teeps. 


All ſums hitherto collected have been paid to the Bankers. In order to ſupply the demands 


7 of the Paymaſters to the troops in the field, I have borrowed a ſum of Fyzd. 16 Sun Sa. Rs. 
f $59,070. 4. 4. For this the Vizier is to pay an intereſt of 1 per cent. per menſem only; 
, whereby a ſaving of as much more will ariſe on the intereſt ; and was the reaſon why I preferred a loan 
- to ſtopping that amount from the receipt of the Bankers. 

$ My time has of late been principally employed in urging the Minifter to ſupply funds for 
. the current diſburſements of the Vizier's Government, and the complete diſcharge of the ba- 
n lance due to the Honourable Company. My endeavours ſhall not be m___ to accompliſh an 
, object, which I know will render ſuch eſſential ſervice to the Company's affairs at the preſent 


t juncture, The propoſed retrenchments will be very conſiderable, and I ſhall ſhortly ſubmit 

a them to your conſideration. | : | 
e . 3 

e 0 5 5 

- EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. MIDDLETON to Mr. BRISTOW, dated 23d October 
1 © 

i The moſt material object I have to claim your attention to, is the collateral agreement 

7 | concluded by me, on behalf of the Honourable the Governor General and Council, with the 


Houſe of Gopaul Doſs Law, and others, for their ſecurity and reimburſement in the advance 
they were prevailed upon to make the Vizier, upon the credit and faith of this office, for the 


1 liquidation of his Excellency's debts to the Company; and which ſubject you will find ſtated 

f in my addreſs to the Board of the 7th ultimo. 

if The advance for which the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs ſingly and excluſively engaged, was 
59 26,00,000. rs. which included the balance of the Vizier's account current with the Honout- 
- able Company, as it ſtood before the additional claim lately made out by the Accomptant Ge- 
3 neral at the Preſidency, and ſundry Ary debts of his Excellency, for which, as they were an 
- exceſs upon the original . eſtimate formed at the commencement of the year, no proviſion had 
15 In made, The other ſum of 2,600,000, for which teeps were granted in partnerſhips by 
ich opaul Doſs, Butch Rauge Fukeer Chund, and Kiſſen Chund, payable by inſtalments, as ex- 


9580 3. 8. made out by the Accomptant General, and tranſmitted to this office, in Oe- 
1 the Board, after taking into conſideration the counter claims and expectations 
wee Z 2 


der, and upon ſuch ſecurities, as they ſhall pre- are now copying, and will be forwarded in the 


(Signed) J. P. AURIOL, protection in realizing their demands; and, on 


November, tranſmitted you bills of exchange for 6, 50, 00 rupees, which (as my receipts at 


time as I might be able to pay the balance due to them, and I could receive further monies, 


preſſed in the teeps, was intended as a depoſit in the hands of the Honourable the Go- 
*crnor General and Council, for the liquidation of ſuch part of the additional claim of 
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| of the Vizier, ſhould deem equitable. For further information on this head, permit me 0 


gations to the reſpective parties, and has granted aſſignments upon his revenues for the re 


port him to the utmoſt of my power in the recovery of his debt, for which Almas Ally Cay 


an inducement to ſimilar future exertions, ſhould the exigency of the Honourable 
affairs at any time call for them. The other advance of twenty- ſix lacks being ſecured by 


public letter of this date, for 26,00,000, viz. 


| COPY of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW to the Honourable Governor General an 
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refer you to the contents of my addreſs to the Honourable Board, of the 7th September to 
which I have received no reply. For both theſe ſums the Vizier has paſſed his ſeparate obl. 


payment: But this alone, Sir, would have gone a very little way towards inducing the Shrof 
'to hazard fo large a property in the Nabob's funds, had not the faith of our Government also 
been pledged for their collateral ſecurity, which has been done by the ſtrongeſt verbal aſſu. 
-rances it was in my power to give them, in my official capacity; and in the caſe of Gopaul 
Doſs Saw, who is much deeper concerned than any of the others, a written engagement to ſup- 


ſtands immediately and excluſively reſponſible. He has already paid him to the amount of nine 
lacks, promiſing four more in the courſe of fifteen or twenty days; and the remainin 
thirteen lacks he agrees to make good in equal kiſts, in the enſuing three months of Aushn 
Pooſe, and Maug, which I have not a doubt of his punctually fulfilling, if you think proper 
to confirm the aſſurances I have given, and yield your influence to the ſupport of them; which 
J perſuade myſelf you will ſee the propriety of, as well from a principle of common 4 28 


ompany's 
aſſignments upon reputable Aumils, I have dittle fear of its being realizes without giving you 
any further trouble than that of giving your ſanction to the meaſure, and occaſionally making 
uſe of the influence of your ſtation to expedite the payment of the kiſts, when the Aumil 
may ſhew a diſpoſition to be tardy. | | 1 

cCopx of a Letter from Mr. MIDDLE TON to Mr. BRISTOW, dated 23d Odtober 1792, 


Herewith J have the honour to deliver you the teeps mentioned in my Treaſury account and 


- . 


One teep of Monſeram, in behalf of Gopaul Doſs, for 13,00,000, payable as follows: 
In Bawdon 1189 


— 352 5500 
Kaur 1190 — 35255000 
Kautic — — 3,250 0 
"oo 35255000 TO 


Aughun — | 
| — — z, oo, ooo 


One teep, in the name of Butchrauge Fukur Chund and Kiſſen Chund, payable as follows: 


In Baudon 1189 — 35255000 
Kaar 1190 — 35255000 
Caulice — — 35255, 00 
Aughun — — 3725500 


I have to inform you, that the firſt inſtalment of the above teep has been paid, and re- 
mitted to the Honourable the Governor General and Council, as you will perceive by nj 
Treaſury account. | | | | 


Council, dated the 3d June 1783. 


Agreeable to your orders of the 12th ult. I have tranſmitted bills of exchange for tir 
lacks of Surat rupees on Surat, and for two lacks on Berhampore of the rupee current a 
that place, in favour of Col. Cha. Morgan, or the officer ' commanding the detachment, and 
forwarded them to Mr. Anderſon, with a requeſt to tranſmit them by the moſt expeditious 
conveyance. Ihe exchange I have procured on Surat is 120 lw. fas. for 100 Surat Sicca tr 
pees, and on Berhampore 115 lw. fas. for 100 of the currency of that place, which, upon 2 ca 
culation, is, I underſtand, about 7 as. 2 pc. per ct. higher than the remittances to Gen. Gel 
dard. Ihe bankers affert, that the cath to anſwer the ſaid bills muſt be conveyed in ſpecte; 
that the inſurance upon the tranſportation of it amounts to between 8 and 9 per ct. to Suh 
and between 7 and 8 per ct. to Berhampore; and alſo, that an improvement of 2 01; 
per ct. in the coin of Surat has lately taken place. Theſe circumſtances conſidered, I MF 
it 55 appear that the remittance has been made upon as reaſonable terms as could be & 
ꝓccted. | | ES 


5 1 requel 


1 03 J 


I requeſt the favour of knowing if any further ſums will be required by Colone! Morgan, as I 
am making the arrangements for the enſuing year, and would wiſh to. have timely notice of 
every demand. | | 


It is with the greateſt pleaſure I inform you, Gentlemen, that I have concluded an agree- 
ment with the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs for 15 lacks of rupees, payable at the Preſidency, with a 
reduction of 1 per cent. per month in the intereſt, and 4 per ct. in the exchange, making 16 
per ct. per annum upon the remittance of laſt year. I expect to receive the bills in the courſe 
of two or three days, when I ſhall commence another negociation for 15 lacks more, and 
ſo on, until I obtain as large a ſum as I am able, to ſupply the Company's demands at the 
Preſidency. I did not chuſe to inform the bankers of the ſum total I might require, as they 
would have exacted higher terms than I ſhould think it juſtifiable to grant. The plan I pro- 
poſe for the re-payment of the bankers is, to engage that, after ſupplying the diſburſements of 
the troops under the command of Colonel Morgan and Colonel Sir John Cumming, and the 
expences of the Reſidents, all ſurplus receipts ſhall be paid to them; the Nabob to be charged 
with the intereſt. I requeſt the favour of your commands, whether you authorize my granting 
bonds in the Honourable Company's name, as a ſecurity for theſe engagements. My Ac- 
comptant is employed in making out an eſtimate of the probable receipts and diſburſements, 
and it is my intention to procure you a remittance of the whole balance. I have avoided per- 
plexing this tranſaction by mortgages of the Nabob Vizier's revenue, or any nominal transfer 
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upon the engagement of laſt year. 


COPY of a Letter from the Honourable Governor General and Council to Mr. JOHN 
BRISTOW, dated the 16th June 1783. 


had made, in compliance with our orders, to Colonel Charles Morgan. 


If we find it neceſſary to increaſe the ſupply to his detachment from your Ration, we ſhall 
give you information of it before you can have made any material progreſs in the arrangement 
you ſpeak of, to prevent. | 


immediate remittance of 15 lacks of rupees, by bills to the Preſidency, at a ſaving of 16 per 
cent, upon the exchange of laſt year; and of your intention to perſevere in this mode, until 


the whole balance due from the Vizier to the Company ſhall be completely paid off. 


True copies and extracts. ; 
„ 5 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
| at the Vizier's Court. 
A true copy of an encloſure in Mr. Briſtow's letter. | 
| | E. Hay, 
Actg. Sec. to the Secret Dept. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 11th Auguſt 1783. 


From HYDER BEG KHAN to the Honourable the Governor Canara Received 1ſt May 
| | 1783. 


Uſual introduction, | 


The ſituation of affairs here, from the behaviour and conduct of Mr. Briſtow, I formerly re- 
Preſented to you. What has ſince occurred is as follows: 


. His Highneſs, laſt year, appointed Moulurri Moubeen, a man learned in the laws, to preſide 


gt determined by him agreeably to the Shurra, and the diary of ſuch ſuits and deciſions there- 
and 4 him is forthcoming. To eſtabliſh his authority over every department of Government, 
o annihilate that of his Highneſs, are the objects of Mr. Briſtow. He has appointed Mr. 
owper Dorogah of the Adawlut ; and Mr. Cowper, with the authority of a- ſuperior Lord or 
2 = has wrote his Awards or Duſtkhut on the petitions of complainants, ſuch as concerned 
e Aumils to execute, to them; and ſuch as belonged to the city of Lucknow, to the Tn} 


of the debt; the matter is ſimply a loan from the bankers at 16 per ct. ſaving to Government, 


We have received your letter of the 3d inſtant, informing us of the remittance which you 


We approve of the agreement which you have made with the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs, for the 


Over the Court of Adawlut; and, from that period, all ſuits between contending parties have 
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- taking poſſeſſion of the Nufter. accounts of his Highneſs's Surcar; and the appointment of a neu 
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and theſe petitions, thus ſupericrived by him, he ſent to me, directing me to ᷑cauſe the ſeal” of | 
the Nabob to be affixed to them. I anſwered, That I would repreſent the matter to his High. 
neſs. I repreſented it accordingly, and ſhewed him the petitions ſuperſcribed by Mr, Cowper, 
His Highneſs ſaid, That they were evidently inſtruments of his diſhonour, and of the extinction 
of his authority, inaſmuch as he had ſuperſcribed the petitions of the country complainants with - 
his Duſtkhut, directed to the Aumils, and of thoſe of the inhabitants of the city, to him, as if 
he were the Cutwal of the city of. Lucknow, and that he would never ſubmit to it ; deſiring that 
theſe circumſtances might be written to you, that whatever might be your pleaſure in his behalf 
ou might act agreeably thereto. I waited on Mr. Briſtow, but did not inform him of m repre. 
ſentation to the Vizier; I only told him, that ſuch petitions, ſo ſuperſcribed by the Duſtther 
of Mr. ,Cowper, had been received, and that Mr. Cowper had required the Nabob's ſeal to be 
affixed to them; adding, that if he ordered me ſo to do, I would repreſent the buſineſs to the 
Nabob. He replied, That it was not in fact neceſſary to inform the Vizier; whenever he ſhould 
ſettle and arrange the plan of the Adawlut, I might repreſent it to him. After this he aſkeq 
me if I had received any intelligence from Calcutta. I replied in the negative. He then ſpoke 
of affairs in Europe; that the Governor General, and other Gentlemen of the Council, were 
diſmiſſed : And he then proceeded to reflect on your conduct in ſuch a manner, that neither at the 
time had I the power to endure his reflections, nor have I now the heart ,or hand to write them, 
J ſaid on this occaſion what my tongue enabled me to ſay, reſpecting your qualities; obſerving, 
that owing to you, appearances were ſupported and kept up towards the Chiefs of Hindoſtan ; and 
that if, which God forbid, you ſhould go to Europe, even thoſe appearances would remain no longer, 
and that a world would '* involved in ruin. Mr. Briſtow was offended at this obſervation : 
He faid, that he had not ſpoke of the Governor but at the time when he was diſmiſſed ; if he had 
not been diſmiſſed, he ſhould not have mentioned theſe things. He then proceeded to fay, that 
in the ſame manner as the Government at Calcutta had been new modelled, in the ſame manner 
the Government here ſhould be new modelled ; adding, Enter into engagements with me; I alſo, 
« on my part, will give a Coul Naumeh to you under my hand, and we- will jointly new 
« model this Government.“ I demanded to know in what manner; he replied, « J will ſend out 
« other Aumils over the Nabob's country—Soorat Sing, the Dewan of the Surcar, is grown 
« 01d—I will appoint a new Dewan—I will take the Dufter account of the revenues of the Sur- 
« car with my own hands will have the whole military eſtabliſhment, by the forming of new 
« troops under my own authority—I will appoint another "Treaſurer, and keep up the public 
« "Treaſury in a ſeparate building, under the charge of my own people; and I will iſſue to the 
« Vizier, in ſpecie, as much as be actually neceſſary for his expences. When I ſhall requeſt 
« it, you ſhall advance ten or twelve lacks of rupees, to defray expences, from your private 
« property; and you muſt engage not to write on affairs here to Calcutta. We Engliſh. Gen- 
« men are all united together, as one perſon; and in the end it will not be well for you ſo to do, 
If you will enter into engagements with me, agreeably to theſe conditions, ſo much the better; 
« we will act in concert in the management of affairs: If not, I will, on the ſtrength of my 
oven power, do as J have declared; and you muſt not again complain that IJ have deprived you 
of the excluſive powers of your office.” I, who was ftricken dumb and confounded by what 
he had faid reſpecting you, replied, That I would return home; and, having weighed and conſi- 
dered the buſineſs, would reply to every particular. At my two ſucceeding viſits to Mr. Brif- 
tow, he again renewed the propoſal reſpecting the Cowt Nameh ; to which I replied, That I was 
ſubordinate to him; that with reſpect to the management of the affairs of Government in con- 
cert, I would, in ſubordination to him, and to the utmoſt of my power, fulfil his commands 
—that no other engagements, but thoſe of obedience, ought to be entered into by an inferior with 
his ſuperior. He was offended at this anſwer. At this juncture his Highneſs took leave of 
Mr. Briftow, and went on an excurſion to hunt. Mr, Cowper again ſent me a meſſage, import- 
ing that, his Highneſs being abſent from Lucknow, I ſhould affix my own ſeal to the petitions 
which he had ſuperſcribed, that the awards might be carried into execution. I waited on 
Mr, Briſtow, and repreſented theſe circumſtances, relative to the execution of the buſineſs of the 
Adawlut, &. Mr. Briſtow made me no anſwer. Two days after, he wrote me a letter, to 
which J replied; I have ſent copies of both; they attend your peruſal. He tells me his High- 
neſs has no knowledge in theſe matters; but all theſe evaſions come from me. Mr. Cowper iſſues 
his Duſtkhuts to the Nabob, as to an Aumil, or the Cutwal of the city ; in addition to which he 
ſays, „ What does the Nabob know of theſe matters? you muſt enforce them without his know- 
edge.“ His Highneſs deeming it derogatory to his honour, and ſubverſive of his authority 
refuſed to comply. I have been raiſed from the earth to rank and honour by you, and am eve!) 
way prepared to fulfil your pleaſure. Mr. Briſtow is determined in his reſolutions reſpecting 
Mr. Cowper's authority over the Adawlut; the appointment of a Dewan to theſe Soubahs ; the 


Treaſurer, that he may have the General Treaſury of the whole country under his diſtinct and 
ſeparate authority. Whatever may be your orders with reſpect to theſe affairs, thoſe I wil 
obey * I will not evade compliance with your demands. Such is the conduct of Mr. Briſtow: 
He fays, that whatever meaſures he directs, I muſt execute, without regard to the neceſſit) of 


informing the Vizier; otherwiſe he, of his own authority, will execute them. His * 
N ; 70 
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tom a regard to the preſervation of his honour and authority, refuſes his conſent. Thus cir- 
cumſtaneed, whatever ſhall be your orders, thoſe I will obey, requeſting permiſſion to repreſent 
them on your part to his Highneſs, who conſiders his proſperity and well-being to depend upon 
yous | or 3 | | | 5 8 1 
Concludes as uſual. 


A true copy. 2 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, | 
|  Aﬀiſtant to the Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court. 
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From the NUVVAUB VIZIER, to the 8 the Governor General. — Received March 


Uſual introduction. 


From the commencement of the friendſhip between the late Nauvaub and you, and the Gen- 
temen of the Council, on this ſide, there has been no deficiency. In conſequence of the in- 
terchange of turbans between you and the late Nauvaub, I look up to you, as to the brother of 
my father. My country and my dwelling are yours. —I have on all occaſions ſtudied your 
pleaſure, and the ſatisfaction of the Gentlemen of the Council. You, on your part, have ſtill 
ated in a manner correſponding with the duties of friendſhip and affection, and I feel and 
xcknowledge the obligation. | | | 1 1 


The diſpoſition and conduct of Mr. Briſtow were formerly known to you. Vou lately wrote 


ent him here. And Major Palmer, agreeably to inſtructions from you, returned from Cayyn- 
pore to Lucknow, to adviſe and encourage me; this he did, recommending attention and regard 


to the inclinations and ſatisfaction of Mr. Briſtow. 


Mr. Briſtow, at his firſt interviews, aſſumed the diſguiſe of affability and kindneſs. His 
firſt propoſal was, that I ſhould entruſt him with the management of my houſehold ; if I would, 
he faid, he would conduct the buſineſs of that department in ſuch a manner, as ſhould give me 
infinite ſatisfaction. I replied, That for the intereſt of the Company's Circar, he had fall publie 
powers, and that T approved of them from my heart, as the means of confirming and ſtrength- 
ening the friendſhip between the No and me, and that I would comply with every thing 
he might propoſe for the benefit of the C 

there was not any thing of ſuch importance as to render it neceſſary to trouble him. 


ompany's Surcar ; but that in my houſehold concerns, 


In a few days, he aſſumed a line of conduct correſpondent to his diſpoſition. To attempt a 
particular and minute account of it, would be vain and fruitleſs: Not one circumſtance which 


unperformed.—Shokas, reſpecting the regiments and other matters, he has cauſed to be written, 


: through Hyder Beg Cawn, without my knowledge*.—He has ſent a Suzzawal to Furruckabad 
0 contrary to my inclinations, and is preparing to ſend Suzzawuls to other places. —He has ſtrictiy 
4 forbid my Miniſters from writing to you on the ſtate of things; declaring, that if any one pre- 


ſumed to write a ſingle circumſtance of the tranſactions here to Calcutta, he would call him to 
a ſevere account. He ſent a meſſage to me, directing me to appoint a Treaſurer and Comptroller 
of his chooſing ; that the monies from the Mahaluts, aſſigned for the expences of my houſehold 
eſtabliſhments and domeſticks, ſhould be paid to the above-mentioned Treaſurer t and Comp- 
roller, and kept in a ſeparate houſe allotted to that purpoſe; that people ſent by him ſhould 
des be ſtationed there for its protection; and that what was neceſſary ſhould be expended with his 


knowledge, and under his direCtion. 


th | replied, that every one throughout the whole empire, from the higheſt to the loweſt, had the 

er urection of his own houſehold eſtabliſhments and domeſticks ; and deſired to know, whether 

ting de would deprive me of tbat authority alſo ?!—He anſwered, That ſuch were the orders of the 
; Gentlemen of the Council, and he would execute them. —T repreſented to him, in the moſt earneſt 


ne and forcible terms, by meſſage, that this meaſure would he df no benefit to him, but that 
t would cover me with indignity and. diſhonour' in the eyes of all mankind; that it would be 


* Vide Inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow, No. 13. Section 11th. 
+} Vide Inſtructions to Mr. Rriſtow, No. 13. Sec. 3. 


Vor. II, Aa a Faid 


to me, that having included him in the number of your choſen and ſelect friends, you had 


could be productive of indignity, contempt, or the annihilation of my authority, has he left 
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poſed that I myſelf ſhould take upon me the management of all my affairs, and that the . 


anſwer, that the Jaghyres of my parents, my relations, my friends, and my officers, were all fe. 


there I will fit, and ſeclude myſelf from all ſociety.— He replied, it was well; he would give me 
a written copy of the orders from the Gentlemen of the Council. I might ſend my ſeal; it 


_ "Treaſurer. 


: by his own Mounſhee, and ſends them by Sheick Shuffer Ullah. Sheicks Shuffer Ullah's Khed- 
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ſaid, the Nuvvaub Vizier was ſo completely diveſted of all power and authority, that, by the ap- 
pointment of a Treaſurer and Comptroller, he had no longer any command over his houſehold 
eſtabliſnment and domeſtick ſervants.— This meſſage had no effect. — He came to viſit me, ang 
aſked, why 1 entertained apprehenſions from the appointment of a Treaſurer and Comptroller } 
that he propoſed it with a view to the regulation of my affairs. — He had ſaid at firſt, that neither 
he nor Hyder Beg ſhould have any concern in the appointments of the Treaſurer and Comptroller 
but that I ſhould appoint whom I thought proper. I replied, that the appointments of 
Treaſurer and Comptroller to my houſehold would be a diſgrace to me.— After that, he 


niſters thould be diſmiſſed. —As I knew that this propoſal for the diſmiſſion of the Miniſters waz 
made with a ſecret view to the full eſtabliſhment of his own authority, in order to ſound his in. 
tentions, I obſerved, that in the time of Muktar ul Dowla ſimilar converſations had paſſeq he. 
tween us; and that, when I wanted to do it, he himſelf protected him. —He replied, That I might 
now do whatever I thought proper with reſpect to the Miniſters ; that he would give it under his 
hand and ſeal, that they ſhould not receive proteCtion either from him or from the Gentlemen of the 
Council *. I ſaid, that the Miniſters had hitherto committed no crime worthy of diſmiſſion; but 
that I wiſhed he would give up the intended appointments of the Comptroller and 'Treaſurer,—H+ 
replied, That he had orders to that purport, and that it was not in his power,—Here the converſation 
ended, and he retired. | | 


Again he repeated the meſſage for the appointment of the Treaſurer and Comptroller. I faid, in 


queſtered ; that they had no means of ſubſiſtence; and that it was my wiſh to admit them al 
to a participation in the little which remained to me; but that he would not permit even 
that: That he threw a cord about my neck, to prevent me eating any morſel in eaſe and com- 
fort; that the miſeries of my friends, relations, and Jagheerdars filled me with the deepeſt dif. 
treſs: To that he added theſe diſquietudes; and I entreated him, for God's fake, to leave me 1 
reſt. 55 3 


He again viſited me in perſon, ſaying, I deſire you to appoint a Treaſurer and Comptroller 
your Highneſs refuſes to acquieſce to-day. I tell you plainly that my orders are peremptory: 
that, whether you may be pleaſed or diſpleaſed, I will at all events appoint a Comptroller and: 
Treaſurer, will call in the money from the Janidauds, and will iſſue it under my own authority 
for the expences of your houſehold. —I replied, In whatever you may propoſe for the benefit d 
the Company's Sircar, I am ready to acquieſce; but to an arrangement of my houſehold, 6 
digraceful and pernicious, I alſo will never agree. I will not conſent to be. deprived of ny 
proper authority, and to receive from your hand the ſubſiſtence for my domeſtic ſervants 
and the animals of my houſehold. If your orders are peremptory, give to me a copy of tie 
orders of the Gentlemen of the Council. My ſeal is forthcoming; I will ſend it to you, and 
you may do by violence whatever you may think proper. I will ſhut up the doors of my houſe; 


would at all events execute the meaſure.—He then roſe and retired. 


For two days repeatedly I ſent my ſeal to him by the Moulavee, that he might do whateve! 
he thought proper; and then he ſaid, that if I would not affix my ſeal voluntarily, my ſeal ws 
unneceſſary. He would ſend letters under his own ſeal, and would himſelf appoint a Tres 
ſurer; to which I returned no anſwer. —Accordingly the Tunkhaw monies, which came in, he ce. 
livered to Mr. Cowper, and Mr. Cowper appointed a man, named Dechait, to the office d 
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Whatever he chooſes to have written to any one, he cauſes drafts of Shokas to be made alt 


mutgar cauſes them to be written by my Mounſhee ; and, having cauſed my ſeal alſo to be affixed 
to them, carries them away. Hence you may form a judgment of the extent of my author!) 
and of that of my Miniſters. | | | 


. S Ky — — — 


He brought forward, and carried into execution, a reduction of the troops; and that nt 
without conſulting me, even as a common Sura-riſhtedar. He threatens my Miniſters, tell 
them to act as he directs, otherwiſe he will cauſe them to be turned out of their offices. Il. 
Miniſters, influenced by the terror of this menace, obey him ; and this he conſtrues into the mi 
nagement of affairs, with the advice and approbation of the Miniſters of my Sircar. 


The whole city, and many of the Gentlemen here, are acquainted with the indignities J ſuffer 
My ſituation, my friend, although I am every way devoted to your pleaſure, is wretched bey 


* Vide inſtructions, to Mr, Briſtow, ſection 4th, | 


1 


meaſure 3 my friends and my relations, the Jagheerdars, and the officers of my Government, 
re ſtarving- By inquiry inform yourſelf of the actual ſituations of thoſe people. Such is my 
own condition, that Mr. Briſtow throttles me, as it were, in order to force the morſel from my 


mouth. 


am made wretched to extreme by this conduct of Mr. Briſtow, If you will give me leave, 
and write to me to that purport, I will come to you. Allow me not to be rendered contemptible 

in this country, where we have lived for three generations in - honour and proſperity. I will 

come to you, and I will make no complaint; either to do this, or deliver me from the hand of 
this man. I am devoted to your pleaſure; I will not object to any thing; whatever you may 

dire, agreeably to that I will act. If you are ſolicitous to promote my proſperity, confer upon 

me diſcretional power over my country, and for the payment of the monies to the Company. 

By heaping theſe miſeries and indignities upon me, Mr. Briſtow has engaged for the payment 

of certain ſums, after obtaining a perfect knowledge of my ſituation. hatever may be the 

mode on which you ſhall determine, be pleaſed to inform me thereof, and IT will cauſe the monies 

to be paid to you through the hands of my Miniſters. If any deficiency or default of payment ſhall 

ariſe, do on the inſtant whatever you ſhall think proper. In freeing me from theſe indignities, you 

will procure a laſting reputation to yourſelf. | 


Concludes as uſual. 
P. S. In the Nuvvaub Vizier's own hand. | 


My diftreſſes and unhappineſs, my friend, exceed all bounds. This is the time for kind- 
neſs and generous affection. I entreat that I either may obtain my requeſt, or that you will call 
me to you. 


A true copy. 
| (Signed) J. NEAVE, | 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at ' 
| the Vizier's Court, 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to the 
Honourable the GOVERNOR GENERAL]; dated 12th December, 1782. 8 


ſanction of his orders. Hyder Beg Cawn did, upon my firſt entering upon the buſineſs, men- 
tion his Excellency's objections to the mode of receiving the Company's claims, by aſſignments 
on the country; and ſounded me, whether it would not be practicable to induce you to make an 
alteration in the ſyſtem; he even told me, the Vizier expreſſed his diſapprobation of the detach- 
ment under the command of Colonel Sir John Cumming. His Excellency had agreed to defray 
the expence of four regiments, previous to my arrival; but he wiſhed the troops might not be 
ſtationed in his dominions. Of this tranſaction you may have received information. The Nabob 
told me, at my ſecond interview, that his country was in peace, and he did not require any 


to expect from your explanation. I candidly told Hyder Beg Cawn, I conſidered it dictated by 
bim. When I afterwards furniſhed him with the eſtimate of claims upon the Vizier, he aſſented to 
the amount, and aſſured me of his entire conviction of the neceſſity of the detachment, and that 
the Vizier would approve of its being ſtationed in his dominions. Since this converſation, 
Hyder Beg has not pleaded any objection by the Vizier, as obſtacles to my meaſures ; but has 


duty, 


Hyder Beg Cawn confeſſes to me, that funds to the amount of forty-nine lacks of rupees 
were laſt year appropriated to the V izier's expences : From this ſum he was to defray not 22 
the charge of his houſchold, but the penſions of the Tuncowdars and Jaghurdars, whoſe 


Jagheers were reſumed. The nature of the diſburſements you will underſtand from the ſtate- 
ents, | | | | 


I think the ſums charged could not have been applied to the ſervices for which they were 
otted; the perſons entruſted with the great offices about his Excellency's perſon muſt have 
abuſed the cenfidence repoſed in them, as large arrears are due to the Nabob's ſervants. To 
certain the fact, will require time. I have recommended, that the plan you have thought pro- 


[ have endeavoured to conciliate the Vizier, and never uudertaken any meaſure but under the 


further military aid from the Company. This language correſponded with what I had reaſon 


obtained his ſanction on every occaſion, that I have found it neceſſary in the execution of my 


per 
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per to direct, in regard to the Vizier's expences, be carried into execution; and ſhall, in due 
time, communicate the intended arrangements for your approbation. Notwithſtanding 

language occaſionally held by the Vizier, I have every reaſon to believe he is ſenſible of 

advantages he derives from his alliance with the Company, and of his inability to ſu pon 
himſelf without it. Vou are ſo fully acquainted with his character and diſpoſition, that ! ſhall 
not preſume to trouble you with any particulars of his conduct ; I only hope, in compliance 
with your directions, ſo long as I may have the honour to hold my preſent ſtation, that I ſhal 


be abſe to obtain his confidence, and prevent expoſtulations, which might interrupt the confidence 


and cordiality that ought to ſubſiſt between his Excellency and your Government. 


I believe the principal object of the Vizier's expoſtulations was, to prevent any interference R 


the Government of his dominions, and to remove his apprehenſions of the Company's placi 


him in the ſame ſituation as the Nabob Mobarack ul Dowla. He one day expreſſed himſelf t, 
me, on this head, in very ſtrong terms. I aſſured his Excellency, nothing of the kind was in. 
tended, I recommended it to him, on no account, to credit reports of this nature; and entreated 
him to withhold his confidence from perſons, who might endeavour, by ſuch inſidious repre, 
ſentations, to alarm his mind. He had always, I added, received ſtrong proofs of the te. 
ſpect and regard you perſonally entertained for him; and the fteadineſs of his condud 
had tended to confirm and perpetuate the friendſhip and alliance ſubſiſting * between his 
Excellency and the Honourable Company. I beg leave, before I conclude=this head, to inform 
you, an opinion had prevailed of their being diviſions in the Councils of your Government, |] 
hope I have done my duty in repreſenting, both to the Vizier and the Miniſters, that the 


whole is a palpable falſehood. 


It has been my ſtudy to render, as public as poſſible, my teſtimony of unanimity in 
the members of adminiſtration, that the ſhadow of a hope of evading or protracting the 
execution of your meaſures may not exiſt. | 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to 
the Honourable the Governor General and Council, dated 21ſt January 1783. 


I beg leave to inform you, the allowances, on account of the Jagheers and Tuncaws, were record- 


ed upon the Vizier's books at the following annual account; viz. 


The Jagheers — — — — 39, 38,054 4 6 
The Tuncaws — _ 0 5 17,1610 = = 
The propoſed allowances on account the Jaghyres, agree- | : 5 

able to the Statement No. 2. — | — 22,68,671 — — 
The propoſed allowances on account the Tuncaws, agree- 


able to the Statement No. 1. _ — TO,25,214 — — | 
3 | | , 232, 93,885 13 3 
Reduction per annum _ — — Rupees 23,63 779 8 6 


Even in the preſent reduced ſtate, the amount is very high ; but, conſidering the perſons to 
whom they are granted, being principally the Vizier's relations, the old dependants of his f- 
mily, or the ſervants of Government, it would be difficult to make further reductions, particu- 


| larly as moſt of them were perſons living in great affluence, and now depending ſolely upon 


the bounty of the Vizier for a ſubſiſtence. 


The funds for the payment of theſe allowances can only be procured by the ſavings and reduction 
of uſeleſs and unneceſſary expences. In all arrangements, however, the Vizier's perſonal charges 
the army, and the Honourable Company's claims, will be firſt provided for. 


The Honourable the Governor General, in his inſtructions at Chunar Gur, dated the 23 ep. 
tember 1781, directed the late Reſident to carry into execution the ſtipulation the Vizter ha 
entered into for the regulation of his perſonal expences. No meaſures have yet been taken . 


this buſineſs ; and I now beg leave to ſubmit to your conſideration the heads of the plan which 
I have recommended to the V izicr ; viz. 


1, That the ſums appropriated for defraying the wages and allowances of the Viaiers 


fervants, and the departments of the houſchold, ſhould be depoſited under the charge of 4 
Treaſurer. $ . * 


2d 
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„d. That the monthly expences of the Viziet's "ſervants, and the departments of his houſchold, 
hould be fixed, and paid by the fad Treaſurer, without fees or deduction. | 


- 


zl. That no monzes ould be. (urs, except by the Vizier's warrant, and the official atteſta- 
tion of the acting Miniſter. | 


4th. That perſons holding the great offices of the Vizier's houſehold ſhould not be entruſt- 
ed with other employments, or be farmers of, or any way concerned in, the collection of the 


revenue. 


In explanation of the 1ſt head, T beg leave to inform you, the Vizier's ſervants have con- 
ſtantly Ciff-red great diſtreſs from the irregular payment of their wapes and allowances. Ar- 
rears of many months ary zue to the greater part of them; a few only have received their right, 
and they are principally the perſons at the head of the departments. Money is often procured 
with difcul for the fables, Kitchen, elephants, buildings, and other current diſburſements. 
The acting Miniſter aſſerts, that upwards of fority-nine lacks was laſt year appropriated to the 
Vizier's expences. Out of this were paid not only the charges of his houſehold, but part of the 
allowances to his Excellency's relations, compenſations to perſons whole - Jagheers were reſumed, 
and alſo penſions to the dependants of the Vizier's family, many of which originated in the 
| reign of the late Nabob Suza ul Dowla. In propoſing that funds, on account of the Vi- 
zier's houſehold, © ſhall be depoſited under charge of the Treaſurer,” I mean in a public cheſt, 
agreeable to the Honourable the Governor General's inſtructions; and that one key ſhould be 
kept by the Treaſurer, and one by the acting Miniſter, or any great officer of ſtate to whom 
you may direct me to adviſe the Vizier to entruſt ſo important a charge. The ſecond head en- 
tirely conforms to the Honourable the Governor General's inſtructions; and needs no explanation. 
On the third head, I would ſubmit to your conſideration, whether an officer, in the character of 
Aumeen, ſhould not be appointed, to ſee the eſtabliſhments were not encroached upon; and, on his 
ſtating objections, that payments might be ſtopped until the Vizier's pleaſure ſhould be known; 
and if his wr "7 on conſideration, repeated his orders for his warrant paſſing the Treaſury, 
it ſhould then be valid. | 
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The evil, which the fourth head propoſes to correct, is the principal cauſe of the mal- 
adminiſtration of the affairs of the Vizier's houſehold. The fame men being farmers of 
revenue, or Aumils, and Superintendents of departments about his Excellency's perſon, makes 
a confuſion of accounts, and gives them an opportunity of withholding payment, and often appro- 
priating the funds to the ſupport of expences, which are not to be conſidered as requiring the firſt 


&c. ſhould be provided for after the payment of the ſervants wages, ſtables, and other particulars, 
which may be ſtated in the light of neceſſaries. . 


This is the outline of the plan I have propoſed for regulating the Vizier's houſehold ; and I 
| entertain great hopes, that from a leſs ſum than has hitherto been appropriated on that account, 
every department will be amply furniſhed. Probably a ſaving may accumulate at the end of 
the year from the introduction of regularity into the mode of iſſuing the diſburſements, now 
eſtimated at the ſum of thirty-two lacks of rupees. | 


„„ 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to the 
Honourable the Governor General; dated 21ſt January 17832. 


I have this day tranſmitted to the Board ſtatements of the Vizier's receipts and diſburſe- 
ments; in explanation of which I beg leave to trouble you, No. 1. and 2. with the particulars 
of the reduction on account the Jaghyredars and Tuncawdars. Your long adminiſtration of the 
Honourable Company's affairs will have furniſhed you with an intimate knowledge of the 
characters and connections of the principal perſons at this Court, and may make it preſumption 


tions are propoſed. 


The Vizier's relations, the old ſervants and dependants of his Excellency's Government, 
were conſidered as entitled to penſions. In many inſtances, perſons have been put upon the liſt, 
Who were never paid even a ſmall part of the ſum granted them. Without any real pretenſion to 
the Vizier's bount „they obtained theſe penſions, which were, in a manner, at the time con- 
idered as a ; though the granting them was ſufficiently impolitic, and eſtabliſhed a plea 


lupplies. For inſtance, I think buildings, matters which relate merely to ſtate, ſuch as kelauts, 


for me to trouble you with any further detail, than to explain the principles upon which the redue- 


for future claims. The lit, in its preſent ſtate, was formed at the recommendation of Hyder 
OL, III. Bbb Beg 


- * 
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Beg Cawn, who urged the diſtreſſes of the perſons retained upon it; that if their penſion; 
ſhould be ſtruck off, they had no poſlible means of procuring a ſubſiſtence ; and many of them had 
been granted allowances by the late Nabob Suja ul Dowla. ET 


The Jaghgudars enjoyed a more certain income than the Tuncawdars, and were, in gener 
perſons of high rank, or in the confidence of the Vizier. Many of the perſons, whoſe . | 
hyers have been reſumed, will be thrown entirely upon his Excellency's bounty for ſubſiſtence 

articularly the Orderlies, who are none of them continued upon either of the lifts. It was the 
Miniſter that recommended the ſum of ages Hh lacks for the Vizier's perſonal expenc 
though thirty only were mentioned in your inſtructions to me, as having been formerly ſettled. 
I did not object, becauſe he gave, as the reaſon, that he would be anſwerable that the Vizier 
would be fatisfied with it. I have no doubt but a conſiderable ſaving will accrue; and ever 
exertion in my power ſhall be made to realize the balance, and accompliſh the points you haye 
ſo ſtrictly enjoined. I think it my duty, in the courſe of the execution of the reform, to explain 
the particulars ; that, in caſe the propoſed plan ſhould not meet with your approbation, I may te. 
ceive your commands, | 8 | 


I hope the intended arrangements will eſtabliſh in theſe provinces a greater force, for leſs expence, 
than has hitherto exiſted, 8 
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COPY STATEMENT of Allowances propoſed to be granted in lieu of the reſumed 
Jaghyers, for the Fuſſullee Year 1190. 


The Newab Begum — — 
His Excellency the Vizier's Aſſuf ul Dow- 
la's mother = 
His Excellency the Vizier's Begum 
Nawab Salar Jung, his Excellency's uncle 
The family of the late Mirza Ally, do. 
The ſons of do. — 
The ſons of Bund Ally Cawn 
The Nawab Mudder ul Dowla 
Nawab Imanmul Deen Cawn 
Huſſein Reza Cawn 
Nawab Fyzoola Cawn 


— 


* — 


LELLAIA 


— 


Khan, now in the name of his ſiſter 
Meer Khyzulla | 
Mirza Huſſein 
Rajah Joa Loll 
Teppoo Chund 
Govind Ram 
Biſhun Sing | 
Almaſs Ally Caun | 
Amber Ally Cawn — 
Khuſh Nagur Ally Cawn 
Affrun Ally Cawn 
Meer Suddick 

Raja Bowanny Sing 
Mooby Sing 
Nudder Sing 
Holaſs Sing 
dobah Sing 
Newaz Sing 
Rudderam Shoogul 
Roy Hoolaſs Roy 
Mirza Fuzſull Ally 
Furkand Ally Cawn 
duforr Ally Cawn 
Mirza Huſſeen Ally 
Ally Ackber Cawn 
Khain Cawn and Hingan Cawn 
Heckmut Huſſein Cawn 
| Mahomed Rear Cawn 
Hubbee Beg | 
Mungoo Be 

delaum Ulla Cawn 
Nander Huſſein Cawn 
Meer Zeah Deen 

Burr Gear Sing 
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. Carried forward 


Nudjuffabaden Jaguere, the late Nudjef 


Feen 


Allowances. Propoſed Propoſed 
Deductions. to be paid. 
191,222 — —| 91,222 — — 1,00,000 — — 
$,84,816 — — 584,816 — — | 
48,450 — —| 48,450 — — 
404,066 10 —| 2,64,666 10 —| 2,00,000 — — 
152000 — —| $2,000 — —| 1I,00,000 — — 
I,70,000 — —| 85,000 — —| 85,000 — — 
30,000 — —| 30,000 — — _ | 
60,000 — —| 30,000 — —| 430,000 — — 
12,000 — — 12,000 — — 
24,699 13 6] 24,699 13 6 
15500, 000 — — 15, o, ooo — 
14,500 —— 14,500 — — 
145,000 — — 700 ——— 7000 — 
21,000 — —| 15,000 — — 6.000 
48,000 — —] 48,000 — — 
10,000 — — 55000 — —| _ 5,000 — — 
1 e | I 7,000 — — 
I0,000 — —] 10,000 — — 
30,000 — — ] $30,000 — — 
30, 00 — —| 15,000 — —] 15,000 — — 
12,000 — — 6,000 — —| 6,000 — — 
40,000 —. -[ 20,000 — =—={| 20,000 
10,000 — —| 10,0 
30,000 — —| $30,000 — — 
30,000 — —| 932,000 — — 
30,000 — —| 309,000 — — 
30,000 — —| $30,000 — — 
39,000 — —| 38,000 — — 
30,000 — —| 30, 000 — — 
28,185 14 6] 28,185 14 6 
125,500 — — 9,000 — — 35500 — — 
13,100 13 — ] 7100 13 — 0,000 — — 
10,000 — — 4,000 — — 06,000 =— — 
3435. =. * 1,700 — — 
2,203 — — LADS = 
8,030 — — 2,030 — — BLOOD 
555293 5 © 379293 5 6] 18,000 — — 
6,000 — — 6,000 — — 
6,000 — — 6,000 — — 
12,000. — —- | 12,000 — — 
10, ooo — —|_ - 10,000 — — 
6,000 — — — 6,000 — — 
6,000 — — —' 6,000 — — 
6,000 — — 6,000 — — 


6,000 — — 


6,000 — — 


38,65,778 8 6 


16,22,365 8 6 


Toe ] 
3865778 8 61:6,22,365 8 4413 — — 


6,066 == [ 6,000 = = 
6,000 — —] 6,000 — — 
6,000 — —| 6,000 — — 
6,000 — — 6,000 — — 
6,000 — — 6,000 — — 
6,000 — — |, 6,000 — — 
3,081 -- 8051 — =} 4,006 = 


Brought forward 
Buſtum All — 
Mohun Sing — — 
Behadre Sing — 

Gholaum Cawn — 


Mahommed Ghoſe — — | 


_ 7 


—ê 


Ii 


Sey Fula— 
Meer Umud — 
Goſulph Cawn; Father of Abdal 


— 


Khamun Khan = "= — 015 — — 
Khanjah Nemaul Ulla — 6031 1 «. 13 =2 25000 ama a 
Huſſein Atta Cawn — — 5,008 —'WR“— 8 5668 mw ay 


Moonſhee Baſſel — 3 $00 — — — — 400 
The family of the late Mahomed Ally, | | | 
Commandant, who was killed on 


— * 
2 BB 
— 


ſervice — — — c — | 2,134 — — 
Mahomed Wucher — 606 aw — — bod = a. 
Mahomed Suffer — FOO — :. — 508 


1868 13-908 15 900 
23135 — — 1,050 == -] 135085 — 


The family of the late Khamut All 
Mahommed Ally = | 


LILIU 


Buſſunt Ally Caw n 2,637 — — 2,027 w— aw 
Mirza Ruffee Bbada = 27370 — — 25370 FI . | 
Mudder Buxch — — 34 — i 234 U ) 
Meer Mahboah — — „ 10 11 — —| 606 — a 605 -L 

— , 4 1 GN MINIS 754 
| [2938934 by 61665383 4 6122,68,671 —— 


cop of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Refident at the Vieier's Court, to HYDER 
| BEG CAWN, dated the 1 Tth of Rubbu ul Owal 1197, 14th February, 178g. 


A lift of the Purwannahs iſſued by the Nabeb Vizier to the reſpective Aumſls, oh atecuft gf 
the Junkhan monles for the expences of the Houſehold, together with a ſtatement of the parti. 
cular ſums, accompany this letter; but I have kept the Purwannahs in my owh hands, #8 they 
have not yet recelved the ſignature and ſeal of the Vizler. Hi | | 

If, by another effort, you can bring this bufineſs to a conchifion agreeably to my Wiſhed, op 
much the better; if not, it will be neceſfary that letters, agreeably to the incloſed Araft, bt 
written by me, and by you, and tranſmitted to the Aumils. In caſe®his Highneſs ſhould refiſe 
2 his aſſent, you will write the letters from yourſelf, cofteſponding with the ineloſedd draft, and 
| | bring them with you, as I hall ſend them off to-morrow with my own letters, Which are now 
{0 ready, and written to the ſame purport, to the Attmils. | ; 5 


The Governot General is at all events determined on the improvement of the Nabods 


1 e affairs. From my reliance on you, I have been led to poſtpone this matter dufing a Jong 
Ll period; but, as I conſider the further procraſtination of it as a breach of the Governor Genetal's 
38 orders, and as the cauſe of the diſarrangement of all public buſineſs, therefore, from an attention 
1 | to the regulation of affairs in general, it is out of my power to defer it any longer. Thus, i 
| | conſequence of my friendſhip for you, I have not, down to the preſent time (which includes 
| | a period of three or four months) communicated the accompanying extract from the Governot 


General's letters, having ſtill relied on you for the accompliſhment of this buſineſs. Now, 
from abſolute neceſſity, I write you plainly, to reflect and meditate with attention on the mi- 
chiefs which muſt follow (to you) from teſay in fuch matters as thele ; ſuch delay being the eu 
of the diſorder and diſarrangement of all affairs. „ 0 


In ſhort, you fay that his Highneſs refuſes to liſten to your repreſentations in this bnſinebs 
This, too, is full e with reſpect to you. You afe the Nabob's Deputy, poſſeſſing un- 
limited authority; yet you repreſent and lay before him meaſures of importance, and are unable 
to obtain his aſſent to them: Whenever the confidence of the Nabob Vizier is withdrawn from 
you, and neceſſary meaſures can no longer be carried into execution, the bufineſs is at an end. 
1 am every way diſpoſed to countenance and ſupport you; but I cannot deviate from the orden 
of the Governor General. It is proper that you do not poſtpone this buſineſs, or the Muſter of 
the Turkſowars, beyond our meeting to-morrow morning. e | 


Let no one but you and I obtain a knowledge of the contents of this letter. Wn. 
Le you wledg is lette EXTRACT 


* 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from the GOVERNOR GENERAL to HYDER BEG, incloſed 
: | to him in the preceding Letter by Mr. BRISTOW, 


The firſt is this: To ſhew how thin the veil is by which you attempt to cover this policy; 
and of courſe to convince you, that I ſhall receive and conſtrue every declaration, however made 
to me, from the Nabob, and every letter written in his name, tending to deſtroy or leſſen the 
friendſhip ſubſiſting between us, as your declaration, as your letter. The, ſecond is, That as 1 
do not ſo much aſcribe theſe artifices to you, as to the evil counſels and encouragements which 
ou have lately received from other perſons, whoſe names I need not mention, you may ſee and 
know on what terms you may expect hereafter to retain that friendſhip and ſupport which I have 
hitherto given you.—For the reſt, I refer you to Mr. Briſtow, to whom, both verbally and in 
writing, J have communicated every tittle of my ſentiments, intentions, and expectations, upon 


this ſubject. | 
TRANSLATION of a Letter from HYDER BEG CAWN, 'in Reply. 


[ have received your favour: Agreeably to your commands, I will make the repreſentation to 
his Highneſs, and will communicate to you, in perſon, what he may pleaſe to ſay in reply. The 
letters to the Aumils, I will write, and deliver to you, agreeably to your orders. You are pleaſed 
to ſay, that from your reliance on me you have refrained hitherto : That if, poſſeſſing an entire 
authority © in the Sircar of the Vizier, I declare that he refuſes to attend to my repreſentations, 
« the worſt conſequences are to be apprehended therefrom to me; inaſmuch as I am the 
« Deputy of the Nabob, poſſeſſing unlimited authority, yet repreſent and lay before him 
« meaſures of importance, and am unable to obtain his aſſent to them: That whenever the 
« confidence of the Vizier is withdrawn from me, and neceſfary meaſures can no longer be carried 
« into execution, the buſineſs is at an end.“ —Aithough to reply to theſe particulars of your 
pleaſure, is to deviate from the reſpect due from the obedient ; yet when, without cauſe and 
without fault, the hour of crimination arrives, to repreſent the real ſtate of things becomes 
unavoidable. My power and authority in the Sircar of his Highneſs, is the gift of the Governor 
General ; and I have hitherto ard” the ſupport and aſſiſtance of the Gentlemen in power here. 
Regardleſs of the enmity of the people at this court, and continuing their animoſity, I have con- 
tinued to do my duty; and, in return for faithful ſervices, I have been included in the object 


f of the Governor General's favour. From you I hope for an increaſe of ſupport and aſſiſtance, 
. of credit and of power. It muſt have proceeded from a change in my own fortune, and not from 
y any deficiency of favour on your part, that my repreſentations, by the efforts of enemies, have been 


rendered ineffectual. 


From the moment of your arrival, I have not, in any manner whatever, been deficient in 
obedience; but have in every buſineſs, and without heſitation, fulfilled your commands, of 
whatever nature they might be. As in the important buſineſs reſpecting the regiments at Futty 
Gurr, the execution of which you were pleaſed to direct ſhould not be ſuſpended by attention 
to the Nabob's permiſſion, or by the neceſſity of informing him thereof, in the ſame manner, 
in every buſineſs whatever on which I have received your orders, at whatever time received, 
and whatever the nature of them, I have paid the moſt implicit obedience to thoſe orders on 
the inſtant. From my firſt appointment to the Niabut, I have been enabled to conduct the 
affairs of both Sircars, which I have ever conſidered as one and the fame, by the aſſiſtance and 
ſupport of the Gentlemen here; and have, on all occaſions, ated in obedience to their direc- 
tions: And thus I have repeatedly repreſented to you, that on condition of ſupport and afliſt- 
ance, I would execute all your commands; and that, in the affairs of the Company, I was ready 
to fulfil the commands of the Governor General, thoſe of the Gentlemen of the Council, and your 
| pleaſure without heſitation or evaſion, at the hazard of my life; inaſmuch did I conſider my own 
on, ntereſt and proſperity as depending thereon. | 


wiſe When you formerl ſpoke to me reſpecting the Turkſowirs and the houſehold eſtabliſhment 

1 of the Nabob Vizier, Fn informed you that-I never had any concern in the management of 
thoſe eſtabliſhments ; that this circumſtance was known to the whole world; that they were 
under the direction of the Vizier's own people, and that he never would voluntarily conſent to the 
meaſure, You told me, in reply, „That the Governor General's orders were to be obeyed, and 
ſo Imuſt inform the Nabob.” 


U U on my part, told his Highneſs, in the moſt pointed terms, that there was a neceſſity for 
s compliance with whatever propoſals you ſhould make, by the Governor's order, for the 
mbrovement of his affairs. But other people, at the ſame time, carried meſſages from you 
p the Nabob, importing that, whatever his pleaſure might be, you would act agreeably thereto; 
Vr. 18 went ſo far as to recommend in perſon to the Nabob, that I ſhould not be employed 
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in theſe affairs, but that he ſhould conduct them as he thought proper himſelf, Other exyref. | 


ſions dropt from you, with reſpect to me, which I know not how to repeat; for ſuch I never could 
have expected from you. This being the caſe, in juſtice conſider, that, having expreſſed Yourſels 
as you did expreſs yourſelf, what authority or influence, or reſpectability, can remain with me} 


The conduct of this buſineſs did not depend upon me, and therefore the a” cannot hays 
e 


ariſen from neglect on my part. Several people have been employed in conferences on thi 
ſubject with the Nabob Vizier, by your orders.—-Now that, from motives ' of kindneſs any 
favour, you have directed me to forward this buſineſs, and added declarations reſpecting ſupport and 
affiſtance, I am, as I have always declared, ready to obey. To whatever you ſhall pleaſe 8 
command, I ſhall never object; and I am every way ready to obey your orders in the execution 


of affairs, independent of the inclinations of the Nabob Vizier, if you will aſſure me of ſupport 


and protection, in eaſe of his diſpleaſure : I have never yet objected, nor will I now objed, 
Devoted and powerleſs as I am, the increaſe of my reſpeCtability and influence depends upon 
your favour toward me, and their dimunition proceeds from oppoſite cauſes. Thus I have eye 
acted; and this I have repeatedly declared, and I now repeat, that in the affair of bot. 
Sircars I am ready to obey the orders of the Governor General, and the Gentlemen of the 
Council, and yours, at the hazard of my life, and without evaſion or excuſe. The del 
which has hitherto come to paſs in this buſineſs, has not in any manner proceeded from neg] 

on my part; the negociation of this affair did not depend upon me. Whenever I ſpoke to his 
Highneſs on the ſubject/ he always replied, . Mr. Briſtow has told me that you muſt have no- 


ce thing to do in theſe affairs; why then do you talk to me on the ſubject? Leave it to me and 


« Mr. Briſtow.” This particular I have heretofore fully and repeatedly mentioned to you. Noy 
that, from motives of kindneſs, you have favoured me with your commands, I am ready tg 
obey them; I will act agreeably to your directions: If you had favoured me with them former), 


they would have been inſtantly executed; no delays would have intervened. I wiſhed, the day 


before yeſterday, to lay the repreſentation of the ſtate of things before you, but was deterred by m 


apprehenſions of your aptneſs to anger. As I entertain the fulleſt hopes from your favour, I have 


at length ventured on this communication of my ſituation, 


TRANSLATION-of a letter Calan Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Cour, 


to HYDER BEG CAWN dated 11th Rubby ul Owul 1197, 14th February, 1783. 


I am informed his Highneſs is impreſſed with ſuſpicions at the appointment of a Treaſure, | 
leſt it ſhould be the means of my aſſuming the controul of his expences ; and, in like manner, the 


_ officers about his perſon apprehend a retroſpection into their accounts. The ſole object of it 


is this: That all diſburſements may be made agreeable to his Highneſs's own warrants, atteſted 
and ſigned by yon : Retroſpection was never thought of or intended. —l write theſe circumſtance 
for your information. As ſuch matters do not fall within my province, I muſt trouble you to r- 


_ preſent the particulars to his Highneſs, and impreſs them on his mind. 


HYDER BEG CAWN, in Reply. 


I have received your favour. I will repreſent every circumſtance to his Highneſs, and, when 
I wait on you, communicate his commands to you. Your information may be true, but the found 
tion of his Highneſs's diſapprobation proceeds from the cauſes I have aſſigned. I will attend ot 
you early to-morrow, and again repreſent the circumſtances to you, ons 


—_— 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, b 
HYDER BEG CAWN, dated the 12th Rubby ul Ewul 1197, 15th February, 1783. 


(a) I requeſt you will inform me what has been ſettled with his Highneſs, concerning the Comp- 
troller and Sober: | | | | 
HYDER BEG CAWN, in Reply. 


His Highneſs has agreed, that Lolla Takoor Daws ſhall be Comptroller ; Dooarka Davy 
Treaſurer; and Ria Tepper Chund, Paymaſter to the Turkſawars, &c.—and has ordered then 


(a) The reaſon for writing this letter, was in conſequence of an interview which had taken pls 
between the Reſident and the Miniſter, the morning of the day it is dated ; and at which every 
was amicably ſettled, agreeably to the Nabob's expreſs command, as explained by the Miniſter, 
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to be muſtered. Drafts of Shokas, to the purport which I explained to you, by his Highneſs's 
orders (b), and which you approved, I will preſent to you to-morrow ; and, agreeable to your in- 
junctions, cauſe them to be written. 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to HYDER 
BEG CAWN, dated the 16th Rubby ul Ewul, 19th February 1783. 


(c) The meſſage you ſent, relative to the Nabob's having deferred the buſineſs of the Trea- 
fury, was delivered to me by Raja Tecket Roy.—If this buſineſs could be finally ſettled to-day; 
jt were better; at all events let it be finiſhed to-morrow, by the appointment of a Treaſurer, 
as all the arrangements are at a ſtand, and numberleſs inconveniencies muſt reſult from any 
delay. With reſpe& to his Highneſs's commands, that I ſhould write to the Governor for his 
conſent to poſtpone this arrangement, I ſhall not fail, in obedience to them, to ſtate very fully 
every circumſtance concerning it. In conformity to the Governor's expreſs orders, and from 
motives of reſpect and attachment to his Highneſs, it is, that the proſperity and regulation of his 
Highneſs's affairs are the objects ever preſent to my thoughts, and for the happy accompliſhment of 
which I am particularly ſolicitous. | t 


On a ſeparate paper, incloſed in the above. 


S. S. In my letter to you of the 11th, wherein I explained myſelf to you very fully, you will 
certainly recollect an obſervation I made to you, that every evaſion and impediment, on the 
part of the Nabob, would, by the Governor, be attributed to you alone. You ſhould refle& 
on the force of this obſervation— That profeſſions of duty and attachment, unleſs verified by a 
correſpondent conduct, were .vain and idle; and that the teſt, both of the one and the other, 
required by the Governor and the Nabob, was the immediate execution of the orders which had 
been repeatedly enjoined you, and were ſtill unperformed. 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from HYDER BEG CAWN .to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated the 16th of Rubbee ul Owal 1197, 19th February 1783. 


I have received your letter, telling me, “ that my meſſage; through Raja Tecket Roy, of his 
« Highneſs's having delayed the matter of the Treaſurer, was communicated to you.” —What- 
ever the Vizier may have commanded on this ſubject, I told you; and whatever you have di- 
rected me, that I have repreſented to his Highneſs, This day he repeated the ſame ſentiments 
as before. The particulars I ſtated to you through Raja Tecket Roy, that when I informed his 
Highneſs of your commands regarding the appointment of a Treaſurer and Muſhruff, for the 
good of his affairs, agreeable to the orders of the Governor General,. I found people had 
created new doubts in his mind. You demanded an explanation of theſe doubts. I endea- 
voured in your behalf, as alſo in compliance with my duty to the Governor General, to cauſe 
them to ſubſide. His Highneſs was pleaſed to ſay, that notwithſtanding the appointment of 
a Treaſurer threw a ſlight upon him, as he ſhould no longer preſerve any authority over his 
houſchold, he was helpleſs, and would conſent upon this condition“ That you would after- 
* wards intercede with the Governor General to ſet aſide the appointment, and return the Tun- 
* caws on account of the Turkſawars, for which a ſeparate treaſury had been eſtabliſhed under 
© the charge of Mr. Cowper : His Highneſs requeſted their pay might be iſſued by himſelf, 
| * or, as uſual, by Raja Tipper Chund.”—You returned for anſwer, & My object is to do the 

© buſineſs; it did not fignify: I agree.” —In conformity to your order, I repreſented to his 
Highneſs your readineſs to intercede with the Governor, and return the aſſignments on ac- 
count of the Turkſowars, after the Treaſurer and Muſhruff ſhould be appointed. The follow- 
ing day, I preſefted you with the draft of. the letters. You approved thoſe on account of 
the houſehold, and rejected thoſe on account of the Turkſowars, ſaying they were unneceſ- 
. fary; whatever had been done before in that reſpect ſhould remain. The money ſhould be 
4 paid to Mr. Cowper : When the pay was to be iſſued, you would ſend it to his High- 
2 neſs, that, if it was his pleaſure, .he might have it paid to the troops through Raja Tipper Chund. 
„A ſhoka addreſſed to you, to this effect, would ſuffice.” At all times I yield implicit 
obedience . to your commands. This day I preſented the letter relative to the houſehold for 
his Highnefs's ' ſignature : He ordered thoſe which had been written on account of the Turk- 
Wars to be brought to him. I firſt ſolicited his Highneſs to ſign the ſhoka on account of the 


Dans houſehold, which I ſhould carry to you; and the day after I would bring thoſe concerning the 
| (hen urkſowars,—His Highneſs earneſtly requeſted that the whole might be made out at one tyne. 
| then repreſented to him, that altering the Tuncaws reſpeCting the Turkſowars was unneceſlary ; 
n pl | | | 

1 (b) The foregoing note is proved from the tenor of this letter. 


(c) This letter was written in conſequence of the Miniſter's engagements having, as uſual, ended in 
evaſion and delay, : | 


a letter 


2096 ©] 


2 letter to you, directing you to ſend him the money, when the pay was to be iffued, wold 
| ſuffice, His Highneſs expreſſed his diſpleaſure ; charged me with having, without his knoy. 
ledge, blended the Company's and the Turkſowars aſſignments; and now, that it had been 
agreed to return them, © I had not done it.” His Highneſs would not conſent to ſign the let. 
ters on account of the houſehold : He faid he would do what had been ſettled ; and he ſu 
poſed, after what had paſſed, that, when the Treaſurer was once appointed, you would not in. 
tercede with the Governor. I replied, his Highneſs might depend upon your interceſſion, He 
anſwered, it was evidently intended to diſpoſſeſs him of all power, and diſgrace him, as you 
would not alter the aſſignments on account the Turkſowärs, agreeable to err promiſe, 
What more could you do againſt him ?—l repeated my repreſentation to his Highneſs with. 
out effect, and ſent you information of all that had paſſed, through Raja Ticket Roy; aſſign. 
ing the true reaſon for the delay in the appointment of the Treaſurer. Agreeable to your 
orders, I ſhall, early to-morrow, preſent your letter to his Highneſs, and inform you of his 
commands. | | | | 


You inform me, in a ſeparate paper, that you had written to me fully on the 11th inſtant, from 
which I could not fail to be convinced, That the Governor will conſider every evaſion on the 
« part of his Excellency ſolely as my act; that I ſhould conſider the force of this obſervation, 
« That profeſſions of duty and attachment are in themſelves vain, and muſt be ſupported by fad 
ce and real ſervice. It reſts with me to prove the ſincerity of my profeſſions, by carrying into 
« execution the orders which have been repeatedly enjoined, though they are ſtill unperformed: 
« That it is by this teſt alone that the Governor and the Nabob will now be decided as to the 
c reality of my duty and attachment.” The day I received the letter, I did myſelf the ho- 
nour to repreſent to you my ſituation, my want of power, &c. as alſo that my duty and at- 
tachment had, from the firſt moment of your arrival, led me to conform, on all occaſions, in the 
moſt important as well as trivial matters, to your pleaſure, with or without the participation of 
his Highneſs, I further fully explained to you, at the ſame time, the reaſons which had in- 
duced a delay in certain affairs. In proof of the ſincerity of my intentions, I beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that notwithſtanding the Nabob repeatedly expreſſed his reſentment, that I ſhould iſſue 
any ſhokas without previouſly acquainting him, Lc this occaſion, furniſhed you, unknown to 
him, with ſhokas, on account of the Turkſowärs Tuncows, which I had drawn out agreeably 
to the mode you had thought proper to preſcribe, I ſeveral times informed you of the Na- 
bob's diſpleaſure on this head; and your commands were, that I ſhould take no heed of it, 

ſince the buſineſs muſt be ſettled as you had ordained. In your letter of the 14th inſtant, you 
directed me to write letters; and I accordingly wrote them, and have kept them in readineſs : 
Now alſo they are ready. I obſerved, in my letter, that I muſt depend upon your protection, to 
ſhield me from the Nabob's reſentment in this reſpect. Notwithſtanding all theſe written teſti- 
monies, you obſerve, that no dependance is to be placed in profeſſions of duty and attach- 
ment, unleſs ſupported by correſpondent conduct. I have never hitherto deviated in the ſlighteſt 
degree from my duty, and even now I am ready. You repeatedly gave me to underſtand, that 
you was reſolved to admit of no delay in this affair, and that it did not depend upon the conſent 
or non-conſent of his Highneſs ; wherefore do you demur about it ? If ever I diſobey your direc- 
tions, in conformity to the Governor General's orders, then charge me with a crime. Had 
intended to delay the diſpatch of the buſineſs, why did I write the letters? I prepared them that 
very day you ordered them, and kept them by me ever ſince. You accuſe me of an offence of 
which I am not guilty. What can I ſay to you, except that it is ſo? In fact, I have not 

been to blame; nor, by the grace of God, ſhall I ever be to blame. I have not departed a hair? 
breadth from the duties of obedience, nor ſhall I ever do it. I am ready to ſacrifice my life in the 
diſcharge of my duty to the Governor General, and in obedience to your orders. 
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COPY of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to be 
Honourable the Governor General, dated the 4th March 1783. 


I now beg leave to inform you of my tranſactions in the execution of your orders, relative 
to the inſtitution of public offices. I have met with great oppoſition ; but as your commands leſt 
| me no diſcretion, and a ſtrict obedience became my indiſpenſable duty, I deferred addrefling you 
$ until J could ſtate the matter in a clear point of view. _ | | 


ot t The funds allotted for the Vizier's perſonal expences were adminiſtered in a moſt ſhameful 
3 manner; for, notwithſtanding the large ſums hitherto appropriated on this account, you wil 
; doubtleſs have been adviſed, from the report of every individual who has reſided in this count! 
as well as from my communications to you, of the diſtreſs in the Vizier's houſehold ; particular 
departments having been left totally unprovided for, and the ſervants kept many months in 
arrears. In my opinion, thirty-two lacks, the ſum fixed at his Excellency's particular re- 
| queſt, is much more than can be fairly expended : But it was urged to me, that the reſumpt' 
t of the Jaghyres and reduction of penſions __ cauſe great diſtreſs ; and it would be pleaſing to 


the Vizier to have the means of providing for part of his family and dependants entruſted gh 
| Wo 0 


E .1 


own bounty : And further, that forty-nine lacks had laſt year been left to his Excellency's diſ- 
poſal; and the difference, amounting to ſeventeen lacks, was in itſelf a conſiderable reduction. 


J had furniſhed Hyder Beg Cawn, above two months ſince, with the plans; and entertained 
hopes that, by his addreſs and influence with the Vizier, I might avoid the oppoſition that a 
public declaration of your intentions would create. Above a month elapſed, during which time 
no progreſs was made in the buſineſs. | 


The fact is, whilſt the revenues were managed ſolely by Hyder Beg Cawn, he held in his own 
rſon the offices of Collection and "Treaſury ; the Vizier was on all occaſions compelled to appl 
to him for the daily ſupply of the current diſburſements of his houſehold. —The Nabob had 
thus become entirely dependant upon the Miniſter, and a dangerous influence was aſſumed over 
his Excellency's mind: He was compelled: to ſpeak the ſentiments of his Miniſter, or expoſed 
to the danger of having his income withheld, Hyder Beg Cawn diſclaims holding any controul 
in theſe matters; but this is an aſſertion without proof; and I may ſafely affirm, that he has hitherto 
had the entire diſpoſal of the Vizier's treaſures. ; 
Had the immenſe ſums appropriated to the Vizier's perſonal expences been applied to any 
uſeful public ſervice, either in a proviſion for his family, in penſions to deſerving ſervants of 
the Government, or to the pay of any part of the army, I ſhould not be ſo anxious to repreſent 
the neceſſity of a reform. The whole is diſſipated among the Orderlies; a ſet of men of low 
birth, and no pretenſions, who are a burthen to the ſtate; living in affluence, whilſt the 
army and every uſeful member of ſociety are left in want of the neceſſaries of life. A ſtriking 
inſtance of the peculation that exiſts in the Vizier's perſonal expences has occurred within theſe 
few days, in Jao Loll, the ſuperintendent of his buildings, who has promiſed a payment of 
ſixty-three thouſand rupees to the Vizier, for frauds committed in his office. His Excel- 
lency is at this time employed in a ſcrutiny of a ſimiliar nature, into the accounts of every ſu- 
perintendent of the different departments, from each of whom he will moſt probably exact reſti- 
tution, and, as uſual, receive the offender again-into favour. | 


that he ſhould no longer be an independent ſoveteign, if the Company's agents interfered in his 
perſonal expences.—This anſwer was repeatedly returned, rough different perſons, whom his 
Excellency ſelected to, convey his ſentiments to me. Hyder Beg Cawn charges me with employ- 
ing agents with the Vizier, which cauſed the loſs of his authority, and occaſioned his failure in 
the points I had-recommended.—I returned anſwers. to all his Excellency's meſſages, but I never 
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the ſame, "That I only had in view the proſperity of his affairs, which could not be effected by any 
other means than eſtabliſhing regularity in the adminiſtration of his finances, and in this [ 
would conſult his pleaſure. I objected to any mediation, and requeſted the matter might be 
debated by the Nabob and myſelf. I maintained that your intentions had been miſrepreſented to 
him, that it was your wiſh his income ſhould be entirely at his own diſpoſal, and not ſquan- 
dered away without his knowledge or aſſent. In conformity thereto, I recommended a Trea- 
ſurer and a Muſhruff, for the department of his houſehold, and that the revenue, as collected, 
| ſhould be paid into a public cheſt, from whence the diſburſements ſhould be iſſued agreeable to 
his warrants ; but, upon the preſent ſyſtem, his treaſure was appropriated to purpoſes he never 
intended; that general diſtreſs had prevailed, and muſt continue, till regularity ſhould be eſ- 
tabliſded. When the Treaſurer for the houſeheld was firſt propoſed, I recommended that Rajah 
Tipper Chund ſhould hold the office. Hyder Beg Cawn obje&ed, upon the plea of his being 
in a declared oppoſition to him, and that his appointment would in fact be depriving him of the 
Niabut. I yielded to his objections, declaring it a matter of indifference to me who the man 
might be, ſo that a Treaſurer was appointed. The Nabob afterwards, in an interview with me, of 
| himſelf propoſed Tipper Chund, of which I informed the Miniſter, who then affected to have 
conquered his objeCtions, provided I would give him affurances of ſupport; I acquieſced, and 


| took it for granted all difficulties were adjuſted ; but, to my great ſurprize, the next time I paid 

left my reſpects to the Vizier, he had changed his mind, and would have no Treaſurer. Hyder 

you eg Cawn, after ſeveral days altercation, informed me that the Vizier had at laſt aſſented to the 
appointment of a "Treaſurer, but he now inſiſted that Tipper Chund ſhould not be the man; I 
returned for anſwer, it was certainly in his Excellency's breaſt to appoint whom he pleaſed ; and 

eful a Banker of the name of Dooarkar Doſs was the perſon he finally nominated to the office. The 

will intended Muſbruff Tacoor Doſs is a dependant of his Excellency's Government, and a perſon whom 

f. have no knowledge of, except by character. | 

a 8 | | 
in When Tipper Chund was ſet aſide, the Vizier informed me he had no objection to my having 


mnute accounts of his diſburſements, only he wiſhed to preſerve his dignity, and appoint his 
own ſervants. He conſidered Tipper. Chund already in the charge of the office of Military Pay- 
I General; and it was not his pleaſure to make him "Treaſurer of the houſehold. I am per- 
uaded theſe reaſons could only have been ſuggeſted by Hyder Beg Cawn, as the Vizier had 

VoI. III. | „„ e privately 


OL, 


I was told by Hyder Beg Cawn, the Vizier peremptorily rejected my propoſitions, pleading, 


employed any perſons on my own behalf. "The ſubſtance of my repreſentations was uniformly 


| ſubject with the Vizier, during which time he amuſed me with daily hopes of obtaining hi, | 


this I declined, as I did not chuſe to incur his Excellency's diſpleaſure, and thus eftablifh ; 


natives. The fact, in my opinion, is, that Hyder Beg Cawn, ſenſible the inſtitution of office 
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ſenſible of it himſelf : I declined ſuffering any of my own ſervants or dependants to hold offices of 
_ truſt and emoluments. | | 


Hyder Beg Cawn never apprized me. I procured all together ſix lacks and eight thouſand 
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privately ſent meſſages ,to Tipper Chund, information of which he himſelf communicated to m 
requeſting he would undertake the office. | | e 


I readily agreed to the nomination of Dooarkar Doſs, that the Vizier might be convinced there 
was no deſign, concealed under a ſpecious appearance, of leading him into a dependance on . 
Company's agents for the funds of his houſehold. In regard to Tipper Chund, he certainly hol; 
the appointment of Military Paymaſter General; but Hyder Beg Cawn has hitherto poſſeſſeq th 
actual power of that office, and the accounts are prepared by his agents. | b 


I made a further trial of Hyder Beg Cawn's diſpoſition. The plan of your new ſyſtem was 
left, as I ſaid above, upwards of a month in his poſſeſſion, without my once touching upon the 


Excellency's approbation. When I at length experienced his diſinclination to move in the 
buſineſs, my only alternative was to inſiſt on a compliance; which ſuggeſted the idea to Hyder 
Beg Cawn that he had loſt his influence, of which he took advantage, to make excuſes for 
further delays. It was his advice to me to hold very peremptory language to the Vizier; hut 


confidence in Hyder Beg Cawn's attachment, upon the ruin of my own influence. I wag d. 
reed, and my own, inclination prompted me, to treat the Nabob with the higheſt reſpe& ; his 
diſpoſition was well known to me, and I was ſenſible, if it ſhould be neceſſary, that I could 
conduct the buſineſs without agents or mediators: I wiſhed the act might appear voluntary on 
the part of the Vizier, and his conſequence and authority be preſerved entire in the eyes of the 


will check and controul his conduct, has purpoſely protracted the buſineſs, in hopes that an appeal to 
you might move a change. $92 


In proof of his wiſh to protract the buſineſs he repeatedly adviſed me to appoint my own 
Munchy to the office of Treaſurer, which I deemed highly 1mproper, and he muſt have been highly 


The neceſſary orders are iſſued to put the Treaſurer of the houſehold in charge of his office, 
upon the plan propoſed in the incloſed letter to Hyder Beg Cawn; the appearance of the Virier's 
dignity and authority is preſerved, and I will endeavour to ſee that the diſburſements in future be 
made agreeable to your commands. | | | | 


The Turkſowars, though part of the beſt calvalry in the Vizier's ſervice, have been moſt 
ſhamefully neglected; there are now ten months of arrears of pay due to them; they would 
have mutinied if it had not been for my interference: Three months will be iſſued to-morrow, 
and the balance ſecured to them. Shortly after my arrival J ſolicited, out of an unappropritel 
balance of eleven lacks, ſet againſt Almaſs Ally ary that nine lacks ſhould be allotted for 
the ſupport of the Turkſowars. The Miniſter, under various pretences, evaded compliance; at 
laſt the aſſignment was granted; and then it appeared, that five out of the eleven lacks. hal 
been paid by Almaſs Ally Cawn, agreeable to prior orders which he had received, and of which 


rupees on Almaſs, and about two lacks on other Aumils. His Excellency remonſtrated again 
this aſſignment going in my name; to which I anſwered, as I had uniformly done, That it was 
matter of total indifference to me through whom the pay to the army was iſſued ; I did not wilt 
theſe people to be under my authority, and my having aſked him for the aſſignments ws 
the effect of neceſſity; I would readily relinquiſh them upon the appointment of a proper 
officer; that in future the troops might be paid in money, agreeable to the commands wid 
which you have pleaſed to honour me. I have not ſcrupled being very explicit with Hyd 
Beg Cawn, and have now taken the liberty to ſubmit, in the we unreſerved manner, to your 
conſideration, the particulars of my tranſactions with him, on two of the moſt material point 
of your new ſyſtem. I have given authority and conſequence to Hyder Beg Cawn's off 
and propoſe leaving him in the general controul of every other department; but, as nothing cal 
relieve the country from the diſtreſs in which it is involved, but the moſt rigid execution 
your orders, I ſhall not ſuffer it to be any longer impeded by the intrigues of individuals, 19 
ever high in rank. I. have, in obedience to your commands, employed Hyder Beg Cami 
his profeſſions are fair; but, until I determined on executing, by my own authority, the meaſur 
which the Vizier had rejected, I could not get any buſineſs of importance ſettled. 


The conduct of Hyder Beg Cawn was to be expected; it can hardly be hoped, that men 
ſhould willingly become the inſtruments to reduce their own influence and advantages. I hart 
endeavoured to impreſs upon his mind your unalterable determination of executing the 1 
ſyſtem; and he had to make the choice, whether to obey your commands, or expole himſelf b 


4 


your diſpleaſure, | 
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You can only decide, whether my ſuſpicions of his ſecretly eounteracting my repreſentations ate 
well founded. I conſider a diſunion between us as likely to affect the public buſineſs, 
as Almaſs Ally Cawn and Khoja un ul Dien were upon the ſpot, and a combination might have 
been formed between the three, to interrupt the collections; I have therefore come to an ac- 
commodation with him. As the baſis of it is implicit obedience to your orders, I hope no future 

cauſe of differences can ariſe between us; I ſhall, on my part, moſt cautiouſly avoid them. | 


eſpecially 
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TRANSLATIOM of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN, dated 
20th Rubbee ul Owal, 23d February 1783. | | 


(a) For the better regulation of the Vizier's houſehold, I propoſed to his Excellency that he 
ſhould dire& the amount of the Dowab aſſignment, &c. to be paid in ſpecie at the Huzzoor, 
and appoint a Treaſurer and Mufhruff to take charge of it, and to make the diſburſements re- 

ularly, agreeably to his Excellency's pleaſure, and by his orders. His Excellency appointed 
Yewarkur Doſs Treaſurer, and Fakoor Doſs Muſhruff of the houſehold, and Raja Tipper 
Chund Paymaſter of the Turkſowars, which I was happy to acquieſce in, from my attachment 
to the Nabob ; and the Nabob directs that the Treaſurer ſhould be placed under charge of his 
officers at Punjunahal, and that T ſhould return the ſhokas iſſued relative to the Turkſowärs 
Tuncows. I conform to his Excellency's commands in both reſpects: That the treaſure 
ſhould be committed to the charge of his officers at Punjemahal ; the Dewaub aſſignments, &c. | 
to be publicly diſburſed, 8 to his Excellency's warrants, bearing his own ſignature, 
and the counter ſign of the Miniſter, by the Treaſurer Dowarkur Doſs, and the knowledge of 


wn Mahomed Huſſein, oſtenſible Muſhruff, with the conſent of Takoor Doſs; that Raja Tipper 
hly Chund ſhould diſburſe from his treaſure the amount of the Turkſowar aſſignments : Secondly, That 
of GY 


the ſhokas heretofore iſſued, relative to the above aſſignment, ſhall be ſent back. 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court; 
to HYDER BEG CAWN, dated the 27th of Rubbee ul Owal 1197, 2d March 1783. 


I underſtand that Mirza Huſſein has placed a man in the Treaſury Office, which was put 
under the charge of Raja Tipper Chund, agreeable to the plans ſettled between us. Whereas 


to the ſaid Mirza has nothing to do in this matter, his interference is very improper : It is re- 
* quiſite he ſhould withdraw his man. You will pleaſe to inform me of the ſum depoſited in the 
* Treaſury on the 20th inſtant, the day Lalla Takoor Doſs was appointed. 

10 HYDER BEG CAWN, in Reply. 

aint 


Agreeably to your orders, I repreſented to his Highneſs that Mirza Mahomed Huſſein had 


wiſ nothing to do with the pay of the Turkſowars, and that the money ſhould be depoſited under 

1 the charge of Raja Tipper Chund: His Highneſs will undoubtedly comply with your injunctions. 

rope For ſome days that I have been indiſpoſed, I have not attended the Sera I will to-morrow wait 

with upon his Highneſs ; and, on aſcertaining the balance on account of the houſehold, call upon and 
her inform you of the particulars === | | | 

| you | 

joints Pe NS 

office, 5 

* TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRIS TO W, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


to HYDER BEG CAWN, dated 5th Rubbee ul Sany 1197, 9th March 1783. 


A conſiderable ſum is allotted for the ſupport of the Vizier's brothers. I underſtand they 
ave not received a Hubba for theſe two years paſt: I therefore trouble you, at all events, 
to pay them. You will pleaſe to let me have a ſtatement of their account, that the balance 
due may be diſcharged, as they are in great diſtreſs. 


t mel 
; = (a) This letter was dictated by the Miniſter, agreeable to the original draft, in the Reſident's poſſeſ- 
1 ſon, when every thing was finally concluded upon the moſt amicable terms. 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from MIRZA HYDER ALLY, MERZA ALLY, and 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. JOAN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Coutt 


little was paid to them; but they ſhould receive their ſtipends regularly in future: And that 


1 ! 


HVDER BEG CAWN, in Reply. 


I have received your favour.—Owing to the negociation concerning the Treaſurer and 
Comptroller, the payment of allowances due to the Vizier's brothers has been ſuſpendeq, 
and very little has been paid to them: They will now receive their ſtipends regularly. Tg 
year this buſineſs depended, agreeable to the Vizier's orders, upon the Molovy ; having aſcer. 
tained the particulars from him, I will repreſent them to you. 'The penſioners receive their 
ſtipends according to the Mahommedan year, which commences four months before the Puſ. 
ſully year: The whole added together will make a period of fixteen months, and is the cauſe 
of the diſtreſs they ſuffer.— This difference between the two years is a circumſtance of which J have 
repeatedly appriſed you. ? 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier's Brothers, MYRZA HYDER ALLY, 
. MIRZA JUNIAT ALLY, MYRZA SYFE:ALLY, to Mr. BRISTOW, Reſident at 
the Vizier's Court. Received the gth March 1783. 1 BUF 3 


The manly and generous conduct of the Engliſh Gentlemen towards all nations, is as clear a 
the ſun at noon day. So well known is the favour ſhewn by the Company;*the Governor, and 
you, to our late father, and our whole houſe, that it is unneceſſary to write the particulars, We 
before this communicated to you, through Mirza Iſmael Beg, ſome general circumſtances con- 
cerning our diſtreſs; to which you returned for anſwer, 'That you would cauſe two thouſand 
rupees a month to be paid to each of us, and aſk us to viſit you. It is ſome time fince we re. 
ceived this meſſage; and we go on without any means of ſubſiſtence, and in the utmoſt miſery, 
entirely upon the hopes of your friendſhip. Apparently, from the multiplicity of bufineſs on 
your hands, you have forgot your promiſe. Our ſituation is not fit to be repreſented. For two 
years we have not received a Hubba on account of our Tuncow, though the Miniſters have 
annually charged a lack of rupees, and never paid us any thing. After all, we are the ſons of 
Suja ul Dowla. It is ſurpriſing, having ſuch a friend as you, our ſituation is arrived at that pak, 
that we ſhould be in diſtreſs for dry bread and clothes. Whereas you have done many generous 
acts, be pleaſed ſo to ſhew us your favour, that by ſome means we may receive our allowances 
from the Company's Treaſury, and not be obliged to depend upon, and ſolicit, others for it. We 
hope you will grant us your friendſhip, and return us a favourable anſwer through Mr, Cowper. 


1 —— 


MERZA SEFE ALLY, to Mr. COWPER. Received 10th March 1783. 


We have, through your favour, received Mr. Briſtow's anſwer : It has been thouſands of a 
thouſand cauſes of ſatisfaction to us. May the everlaſting God, in the purity of his glory, 
preſerve health to you, who have ſhewn us all this favour. Our pens fail in exprefling our gra- 
titude, We are now perfectly ſatisfied, that from your favour we ſhall receive our allowances, 
month by month. For inſtance, the Gomaſta of Raja Tecket Roy ſent us an order on the houſe 
of Lalla Buchraje for the ſum of two thouſand rupees each. We hope you will apply in our 
names to the Reſident, that our penſions may be granted us from the Company's Treaſury, in the 
fame manner as that of our brother Seadut Ally: We alfo repreſented this matter to the Reſi- 
dent. Whereas the perſon who brought your letter to us was a Bengally, and ſpies from the 
Preſence watch us; likewiſe, we are under great fear of the Nabob Vizier, and the people in 
his Court, leſt they ſhould be informed of our having any dependance on the Engliſh Gentlemen, 
whereby an injury might be done us; we therefore requeſt, if you have an Hindoſtan Mane 
as undoubtedly will be the caſe, he may be employed in our negociations. Hendoſtannies pall- 
ing will not be regarded, and nobody will be informed thereby. As you have favoured us with 
your friendſhip, you will ſhew it by not diſcloſing our ſecret until we may have an interview with 


the Reſident, and oblige us by delivering the incloſed letter to him. 


— — 


to HYDER BEG CA WN, dated tne 5th Rubby ul Sany 1:97, gth March 1783. 


I have received your letter, informing me, that © the negociation concerning the Freaſuret 
« and Comptroller prevented the payment of the allowances of the Vizier's brathers, and ver) 


« laſt ycar this matter depended, according to the Vizier's orders, upon the Molovy, from whom 


« you would aſcertain the particulars, and repreſent them to me.“ My friend, notwithſtanding 
| | a pape 


. 


1 paper containing four articles were deliveted to you, I am uninformed if the contents of it 
have been executed. According to the ſaid paper, it is proper the Vizier's perſonal ex- 
nces ſhould be diſburſed, agreeable to the Kiſtbundee accompanying this letter. There ap- 
ars by it a balance due to the Vizier's brothers of eighty-five thouſand rupees, until the end of ; 
de month of Maug, and not a Hubba has yet been paid to them. You will pleaſe to inform me 
of the balance of caſh on the day the Treaſurer and Accomptant were appointed, as alſo of the 
ſublequent receipts. It is requiſite that there ſhould be iſſued three months pay to the Turkſo- 
wirs; and all delays in this buſineſs are improper. I beg you will inform me of the ſums 
"ceived by Raja Tipper Chund ſince he was put in charge of his office. I wiſhed to have ſpoke 
to you Concerning theſe matters; but your indiſpoſition, at which I feel concern, prevented 


me. 


beg you will let me know the ſtate of your health; and, if ſufficiently recovered, 
ſhall be glad to ſee you to-morrow, when I will particularly explain to you certain urgent 
affairs. . 
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HYDER BEG CAWN, in Reply; dated the 6th Rubby ul Sany, roth March, 1783. 


| have received your favour. You ſpeak of urgent affairs, and the four ſeparate articles. 
| always attend your commands, and I never excuſed myſelf from obeying any orders you 
ave; and now even I am ready. I will execute all matters in the way you may direct. I 
have been employed in the moſt important, as well as the moſt trivial, tranſactions between his 
Highneſs and you. You now ſpeak, in general terms, “of the four written articles delivered to 
« me, as if it were unknown to you whether they were fulfilled or not.” What anſwer ſhall I 
ive you? I am ſubſervient and obedient to 750 whatever you direct, that I will do. The 
ayidaads, on account of the houſehold, the Vizier's brother's, &c. are in charge of the Au- 
mils: No perſon has kept poſſeſſion of them. The Aumils will account for what they have 
aid to the officers of Government; and at the preſent time they are enjoined to make their 
payments in money at the preſence, that in like manner it may be diſtributed among the proper 
people. Twenty-two thouſand rupees have been given to the Vizier's brothers: As the col- 
ections are made, more will be paid them. When I wait upon you, I will inform you con- 
cerning the balance. Owing to indiſpoſition T could not attend on you. To-morrow I will 
be with you, and remain there day and night, that I may repreſent whatever you may at any 
time require of me, as it is impoſſible to ſtate every circumſtance concerning the current 
buſineſs in a letter. His Highneſs has ordered three months pay to be iſſued to the Turkſo- 
Wars. 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to 
HVDER BEG CAWN, dated the 20th Rubbee-ul Jany 1197, 24th March, 1783. 


(a) Trequeſt to be informed of the amount of caſh which has been paid to, and expended by, the i 
Treaſurer ſince his appointment, You will oblige me with the accounts. | 


* „ 


— 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to the 
| Honourable the GOVERNOR GENERAL, dated the 6th June, 1783. 


I ſubmitted my proceedings, regarding the Vizier's perſonal expences, to your conſideration, 
in my addreſs of the 4th of March; I have however, to my great mortification, been unable to 
accompliſh the deſirable effects thereby propoſed. I have repeatedly called upon Hyder Beg 
Cawn by letter, and verbally, for the ſtatement of the balance of ene paid into the hands of the 
Treaſurer, on the day of his being nominated to the office, and demanded the reaſon why the 
plan was not executed. He has conſtantly evaded giving me any ſatisfactory anſwer ; and the 
fact is, that Hyder Beg continues to exerciſe the functions of Treaſurer, Accomptant, and Comp- 


troller of the Vizier's perſonal expences, in the ſame extent as formerly; and I am apprized of his 
determination to conteſt this point to the laſt. i 


I think it my duty to obſerve, that Hyder Beg Cawn's conduct has in no inſtance evinced a 
erious intention of correcting any abuſes. He gave me the moſt ſolemn affurances, that the 
plans explained to you, in my addreſs above alluded to, ſhould be ſtrictly executed; that the 
ſums allotted for his Excellency's perſonal expences ſhould be paid into the Treaſury, divided into 
twelve equal parts, and diſtributed among the different departments of the houſehold monthly ; and 


that the 'Treaſurer, Accomptant, and Comptroller ſhould have actual poſſeſſion of their offices: But 
in none of theſe particulars has he fulfilled his engagements. 


4.5 


You may be ſatisfied, Sir, that the power, derived from an entire controul over the Vizier's 
nances, of diſtreſſing, or occaſionally with a ſparing hand relieving, the neceſſities of his 
aſter, muſt be a moſt dangerous weapon in the hand of a deſigning Miniſter ; it is indeed 


Ing of Hyder Beg Cawn's uſurped and hitherto abſolute dominion over his Excellency's 
mind, | | 


The appointment of Rajah Tippa Chund to the office of Paymaſter to the Vizier's troops, 
mentioned likewiſe in my addreſs of the 4th March, has been rendered equally nominal with the 


oregoing. 


(a) To this let 


gave it ter Hyder Beg Cawn promiſed an anſwer, on waiting upon Mr Briſtow, but he never 


EXTRACT pl 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to the 
Honourable GOVERNOR GENERAL and Council, dated 6th June, 1783. 5 


Again Gentlemen, could any entreaties have prevailed on the Miniſter to co-operate with and 
aſſiſt me, that other moſt important clauſe of my inſtructions had long ſince been complied 
with, and a plan adopted to regulate and limit in future the Nabob's perſonal diſburſements But 
here again the Miniſter has failed in all his engagements with me. It is, however, puſhing his pre- 
ſumption a little too far; when he affirms that, to urge the performance of a condition, expreſsl 
recommended and acceded to by the Vizier in the treaty of Chunar, is a direct inſult to the 
perſon, and an uſurpation of the rights, of his ſovereign. He indeed well knows the reverſe 
of his propoſition is true; but it is not to be imagined that he ſhould patiently abandon the 
prime inſtrument of his aſcendency, by which he has hitherto implicitly commanded the words 
and actions of the Prince his maſter. It requires no argument to prove, that ſo long as the 
diſburſements to the Nabob's privy purſe ſhall continue to depend upon the will, and to he 
furniſhed at the diſcretion of the Miniſter, the Miniſter will preſerve a power of the moſt dan- 
gerous and ruinous tendency over his Excellency's mind, which it is equally impoſſible he 
ſhould eſcape from or contend with. Hyder Beg Cawn had too much ſagacity not to be aware 


that the regulations I propoſed would effectually baffle his policy, by making the Vizier perfedly 


independent of him; and he of courſe employed all his authority to compel his maſter into 3 
reſiſtance againſt the only meaſure which could reſcue him from his preſent humiliating ſtate 
of vaſſalage, and reſtore him to his dignity. This, however, Gentlemen, is a point, as 1 
conceive, never to be yielded, becauſe it is not till after this event that we can hope to ſee the diſ- 
order and profuſion, which now pervades and diſgraces the Nabob's ceconomy, corrected, or expe& 
any wiſe and ſalutary adminiſtration of his finances. i 


— * 8 _— 4 — "a 


— 


EXTRACTS of Propoſitions for the better Settlement of his Excellency the NABOB 
| VIZIER's affairs. | 


zd. A Treaſurer was appointed for the Vizier's perſonal expences, and a Paymaſter for the 
army. Provided the revenues had been remitted according to the propoſed plan, the ſum 
total of them (the Company's aſſignments excepted) would have been depoſited. in thoſe Trea- 
ſuries, and the particulars of the expenditure have been aſcertained. Notwithſtanding I have 
called for the account, diſburſements, and the balance of caſh on the day Tookar Doſs Was 
appointed, I have not been able to obtain either: Beſides which, the ſaid Takoar Doſs, according 
to the plan, ought to have been Comptroller (MoQtar Maſhraff); he has never been put in a charge, 


and the truſt and confidence, which were before placed in him under his Excellency's adminiſtra- 
tion, he has entirely loſt, | 5 


In conſequence of the Treaſury's not being properly managed, large ſums are embezzled, the 
neceſſary eſtabliſhments are not provided for, whilſt lacks are ſquandered in uſeleſs expences. It is 
neceſſary a general "Treaſurer ſhould be appointed, to whom all receipts of revenue ſhould be fir 
paid, and afterwards diſtributed to the ſubordinate Treaſuries. ; | | 


Ath. Funds for the neceſſary payment of the Vizier's perſonal expences are the firſt conſidera- 
tion. It is neceſſary to do away the diſgrace ſuffered from the diſtreſs of the Vizier's houſehold, 
and irregular payment of the ſervants wages; and for this purpoſe, the ſums allowed for- the 
ſupport of his houſehold and ſervants ſhould be paid into the hands of a ſeparate Treaſurer; | 
the whole ſum ſhall be divided into twelve equal inſtalments, paid monthly by the (aid 
Treaſurer. No payment to be made except by the Vizier's orders, atteſted by the acting 
Miniſter; and that no perſon holding offices in the Vizier's houſehold ſhall be a farmer of 


revenue. 


Sth. Large ſums would be required to ſatisfy the liſt of Jagheerdars and Tuncawdars; owing 
to his Excellency's want of money, few are paid. The diſtreſs has been ſo great, that the Nabob's 


| brothers, the women belonging to the Zenanahs of the late Vizier, and the Nabob Buchaun u 


Mulk, have been in want even of the neceſſaries of life. Some of his Excellency's brothers have 
ſought a ſubſiſtence with other Chiefs ; it is therefore neceſſary a ſeparate "Treaſurer ſhould be ap- 
pointed for the Jagheerdars and Tuncaydars, and their penſions to be paid monthly, according to the 


months of the Fuſſullee year, 


COPY 


L 2 | 


COPY of Letter from Captain JAQUES to Mr. RICHARD JOHNSON, dated Fyzabad, ha | 
3 5 th March, 1782. 3 


The women belonging to the Khord Mehul complain of their being in want of every neceſ- 
fary of life; and are at laſt drove to that deſperation, that they at night get on the top of the 


garden, but threw dirt at them. They threaten to throw themſelves from the walls of the Zenanah, 
and alſo to break out of it. | | | | 


Humanity obliges me to acquaint you with this matter, and torequeſt to know if you have any di- 
rections to give me concerning it. | | 4 


J alſo beg leave to acquaint you, I ſent for Letaffit Ally Cawn, the Cojah who has the charge 
of them, who informs me that their complaint is well grounded ; that they have ſold every thing 
they had, even to the clothes from their backs, and now have no means of exiſting. Incloſed 
tranſmit you a letter from Mandall on the ſubject. ; 1 


7th March, 1782. 


] beg leave to addreſs you again concerning the women in the Khord | Mehul. Their be- 
haviour laſt night was ſo furious, that there ſeemed the greateſt probability of their proceeding to 


doors of the Zenanah. I have made every enquiry concerning the cauſe of their complaints, and 
find, from Letaffit Ally Cawn, that they are all in a ſtarving condition, having ſold all their 
clothes and neceſſaries, and now have not wherewithal to ſupport nature; and, as my inſtructions 
are quite ſilent on this head, ſhould be glad to know how to proceed, in caſe they were to force 
the doors of the Zenanah, as I ſuſpe& it will happen, ſhould no ſubſiſtence be very quickly ſent 
to them. 1 . | 5 e 


| COPY of a Letter from Major GILPIN to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's 
Court, dated Fyzabad, 3oth October, 1782. | 

Laſt night, about eight o'clock, the women in the Khord Mehul Zenanah, ** the charge 
of Letaffit Ally Cawn, aſſembled on the tops of the buildings, crying in a moſt lamentable man- 


ner for food; that for the laſt four days they had got but a very ſcanty allowance, and that yeſter- 
day they got none. 5 | 2 | 


The melancholy cries of famine are more eaſily imagined than deſcribed ; and, from their re- 
preſentation, I fear the Nabob's agents for that buſineſs are very inattentive. I therefore think it 
requiſite to make you acquainted with the circumſtance, that his Excellency the Nabob may 
cauſe his agents to be more circumſpect in their conduct towards thoſe poor unhappy 
women, . | | 


Court, dated Fyzabad, 15th November, 1782. 


lancholy. 


be relieved from their miſery by immediate death. | 
In confequence of their unhappy ſituation, I have this * taken the liberty to draw on ou 


in favour of Ramnarain (at ten days ſight) for twenty-five 
have paid to Cojah Letaffit Ally Cawn, under whoſe care that Zenanah is (a). 


ow-ances granted for its ſupport ; and ſome part was accordingly paid. 


5 5 | 8 
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Zenanah, make a great diſturbance ; and laſt night not only abuſed the centinels poſted in the 


COPY of a Letter from Captain JAQUES to Mr. RICHARD JOHNSON, dated Fyzabad, 


the utmoſt extremities, and that they would either throw themſelves from the walls, or force the 


COPY of a Letter from Major GILPIN to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's 
The repeated cries of the women of the Khord Mehul Zenanah for ſubſiſtence has been truly me- 


They beg moſt piteouſly for liberty, that they may earn their daily bread by laborious ſervitude, or 
orah rupees, ten thouſand, which 1 


(a) The Refident applied to the Minifter, to furniſh the Khord Mehul with the amount of the als 


"Tt 


* 
F >. 


be made before any ot 


the Reſident, 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from LETAFFIT ALLY CAWN to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW 
. Reſident at the Vizier's Court, Received the 5th July, 1783. RY 


All the ſons and daughters, and the ladies of the Zenanah, of the late Vizier, are offering up daily 


po, prayers, and counting their beads in the fincerity of their hearts, for your long life, proſperity, and 


greatneſs, as their exiſtence depends upon the permanence of your power. May the Almighty God 


long preſerve and cheriſh ſuch goodneſs (b). 


EXTRACTS from the Honourable the Governor General's Inſtructions to Mr. JOHN BRI$. 
TOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated October 23d, 1782. 


' Immediately on your arrival ſound the diſpoſition of Hyder Beg Cawn : His conduct 
has for ſome time paſt been highly reproachable, till within theſe three months, when Mr., 

Johnſon aſſumed a large portion of his authority. He poſſeſſed, without controul, both the un. 
participated and entire adminiſtration, with all the powers annexed to that Government ; the 
Nabob himſelf being, as he ever muſt be in the hands of ſome perſon, a mere cypher in his, 
and the ſanction by which he exerciſed his authority; yet he has dared both to uſe the Nabob's 
name, and even his ſeal, affixed to letters either dictated to the Nabob, dr written from him 
without his knowledge, containing very. improper demands on our Governments, and ſuch as 
evidently tended to promote Hyder Beg's influence and intereſt, and even to make him aſſume a 


very unbecoming tone of refuſal, reproach; ahd reſentment, in oppoſition to meaſures recom- 


mended by me; and even to acts done by my authority, in literal conformity to the Nabob's. 
own and earneft ſolicitation, ſuch as the reſumption of the Jagheers, and the ſeizure of his fa- 


| ther's treaſures, which had been ſo long ſuffered to remain in the hands of the Begum his 


mother, and the other conditions of the engagement exacted from me at Chunar. On every oc- 


caſion of this kind, the late Reſident has been the faithful echo and ſupport of the Miniſter's 


pretenſions. I muſt, therefore, have recourſe to you for the introduction of a new ſyſtem in 


that Government; nor can I omit, while I expreſs my reliance upon you for this purpoſe, to 


repeat the ſentiments which I expreſſed in the verbal inſtructions which I gave you at your depar- 
ture, that there can be no medium in the relation between the Reſident and the Miniſter ; but 


either the Reſident muſt be the ſlave and vaſſal of the Miniſter, or the Miniſter at the abſolute 


devotion of the Reſident.” Much as I am diſpleaſed at the conduct of the Miniſter, I im- 
pute it more to the ſufferance of Mr. Middleton, than to himſelf ; and if he will ſubmit to 
hold his office on ſuch conditions as I require, I would certainly prefer him to any other man who 
could be nominated to his office, becauſe he poſſeſſes abilities, and a knowledge of buſineſs ; he 
exiſts by his dependance on the influence of our Government; and above all, becauſe a change 
of Adminiſtration in a Government ſo looſe as that of Oude, where all the parts of it are held to- 
gether by the exertion of actual power, and not by the ſprings of an eſtabliſhed conſtitution, 
would be. unavoidably productive of confuſion and loſs of revenue. Therefore it may be 
adviſeable to try him by the mode of conciliation in your firſt converſation with him; at tie 


ſame time that it will be neceſſary to declare to him, in the plaineſt terms, the footing and 


conditions on which he ſhall be permitted to retain his place; with the alternative of diſmiſſion, 


and a ſcrutiny into his paſt conduct, if he refuſes it. In the firſt place, I will not receive from 
the Nabob, as his, letters dictated by the ſpirit of oppoſition; but ſhall conſider every ſuch 


attempt as the Miniſter's, and as an inſult on our Government. In the ſecond place, I ſhal 
expect that nothing is done in his official character, but with your knowledge and participation; 
at the fame time, the firſt ſhare of the reſponſibility will na with you. The other conditions 
will follow diſtinctly in their places, becauſe I conſider you as reſponſible for them. | 


Study on every occaſion to conciliate the good will of the Nabob, and ſhew him every 
oſtenſible and external mark of reſpect. I ſhould hope that, with due attention, you would not 
find it difficult to make him himſelf the mover of every act neceſſary, whether for the advance- 

ment of his own intereſt, or the diſcharge of his debts to the Company. But this can never be 
effected while the Miniſter maintains that aſcendant over him, which he at preſent holds by the 
means of a nearer and more private intercourſe, and by affecting to be the vindicator of Is 
right againſt the claims of our Government. In my late engagement with the Nabob, it wi 


ſtipulated, that a certain ſum ſhould be ſet apart monthly for his private expences; and thus 
made a part of my private inſtructions to Mr. Middleton. The ſum was afterwards fix 


as I recollect, at thirty lack. It was my intention and direction, that this appropriation ſhould 
Sig and this I make my preſent injunctions to you; requiring alſo that you 

do make it a point of immediate and ſtrict enquiry, whether the Nabob has hitherto received the 

whole and punctual payment of the ſum affigned to this account, or any part of it h 


(b) Other letters of thanks to the ſame purport, from the ladigs of the Zenanah, were received by 


% 2 
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Yeen withheld from him, whether with or without his concurrence. I mention this, becauſe 


om ſome private informations which I have lately received, I have reaſon to ſuſpect that this is | 


ly the caſe. Whatever foundation there may be. for this report, let juſtice be done to the 
. and, if he has been deceived, undeceive him. ERP 


True copies and tranſlations, 9 | | 
| JOHN BRISTOW, 
55 = Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
True copies of incloſures in Mr. Briſtow's letter. 


E. Hay, | 
Acting Secretary to the Secret Department, 


3 " * 2 — 4 


Conſn. 4th September, 


Auguſt 24th, 1783. 
Mr. Wheler. 


The opinions which it has been neceſſary for me to give, at various times, on the ſubject of 


the complaints made againſt Mr, Briſtow 8 the Nabob Vizier and his Miniſter, and on the 
motions and propoſitions of the Governor General 8 on them, have relieved me from 
the neceſſity of going through every ſtage of the buſineſs at this time; I ſhall therefore confine 
my attention ſolely to this conſideration, Whether the charges, as they are drawn up againſt 
Mr. Briſtow, and anſwered by him, are fully proved and eſtabliſhed? and briefly ſtate my ſen- 
timents of his public conduct, as they ariſe from the materials before me. 


I muſt firſt premiſe, that the charges are of ſuch a nature, as to render it almoſt impoſlible for 


the Reſident to diſprove them by any certain and poſitive evidence, becauſe they chiefly conſiſt 


of deductions from aſſerted facts, which do not appear, in ſome inſtances, correctly ſtated > 
Beſides, I conceive it as neceſſary and juſt that the affirmative of Mr. Briſtow's crimina- 


lity ſhould be proved by the perſon who imputes it to him, as it would be cruel and unjuſt 
| to admit of his having cleared himſelf from them, only in the event of his proving a negative 


to all the bold aſſertions of the Nabob's Miniſter. For what man, employed in public buſi- 
neſs, could ever tranſact it with credit to himſelf, or advantage to his employers—or who 
would attempt it—if charges and accuſations, ' unſupported by evidence, and dictated by parties 
intereſted in his removal from his ſtation, ſhould be allowed to have weight with thoſe who are the 
judges of his conduct, and by whoſe judgment he muſt be ſupported or fall? ” 


From the general charaQter of Hyder Beg Khan, and the known influence he has long poſ- 
ſeſſed 6ver the Nabob's mind, which has led to an uncontrouled ſway over all his dominions, 


| am inclined to believe that the letters from the Vizier to the Governor General were princi- 
oF pally dictated by his Miniſter; and this circumſtance muſt induce thoſe, who view it in the ſame 


light, to give leſs weight and conſequence to the repreſentations, than they would deſerve, if 
they ſprung from a real ſenſe of injuries received frem Mr. Briſtow, as deeply impreſſed in his Excel- 
lency's mind as they are inculcated in his letters. | | 


It may be difficult for men, who feel themſelves injured by the miſrepreſentations of others, to 
confine themſelves ſolely to their own vindication ; they are naturally prone to recriminate on 
their accuſers. Mr. Briſtow has not been able to refrain from this error in his defence but 
| neither approve of it, nor of the angry manner in which he ſpeaks to the Board of a perſon, 
through the medium of whoſe influence the Company's affairs have been ſo long conducted at 


the Nabob's Court, and who is entitled to reſpect as long as he is deemed worthy of acting in that 
elevated ſtation, . | 8 | 


With reſpect to the queſtion before us, I am firmly of opinion that the charges againſt Mr. 
Briſtow are neither proved or eſtabliſhed, and that his conduct ought not to ſubje& him to the 
cenſure of the Board. Indeed, the principal accuſations againſt him are founded only on his 
attempts to introduce ſundry reforms, which have not ſucceeded ; attempts which do not appear 
to ſtand in contradiction to the ſpirit, or even letter, of his inſtructions.—He has been thwarted 
and oppoſed in all by the Miniſter ; and, as far as I can collect from the charges themſelves, 
and . Briſtowꝰs reply, the appointments, which are held up as encroachments upon the Na- 
bob s dignity and rights of Government, are not now exiſting. It would therefore be highly 
1 65 to condemn, and much more ſo to remove, the Reſident, for endeavouring to carry into 
eſtect the plans and meaſures which he was inſtructed to adopt. He would find greater diffi- 
culty in anſwering the charge, if it was inverted, and he ſtood accuſed by this Government in 
not having perſevered with oreater firmneſs in the execution of his truſt : And, if Mr. Briſtow 
15 to be guided by the inſtructions he received on his appointment, the united weight 

the influence of this Government ſhould be exerted to the accompliſhment of the plans therein 

| reeommended 
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recommended; or his inſtructions ſhould be fo altered and modified, ag to make them How 
palatable to the Nabob and his Miniſter, yet ſuch as would effeCtually ſecure to the Con 

its preſent and future claims on the Vizier's Government. If the latter ſhould meet the con. 
currence of the Board, I could wiſh that another ſet of inſtructions were immediately pre. 
pared, more conformable to thoſe which have generally. been given to Reſidents upon former 
occaſions. | | Et 5 


Zoth Auguſt 1783. 
Mr. Stables. f e 

I have read with attention the papers referred to me in anſwer to the charges brought againſt 
the Reſident at Oude by the Nabob Vizier, and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan. The charges are 
not proved to my conviction in any ſingle inſtance. It appears to me that Mr. Briſtow has adj. 
hered to the ſpirit of his inſtructions, which fully authorized him to carry certain regulations 
into execution for the benefit of the Vizier and the Company ; in attempting which, he ha 
been invariably counteracted by Hyder Beg Cawn, whoſe power and influence were affeRe( 


by the plans propoſed,.8— 


The Reſident has conſtantly informed the Board of all his tranſactions and intentions, and 


ſtated the difficulties which he had to contend againſt ; he has done fo particularly in his 


letter of the 2 1ſt of January laſt, which, by ſome miſtake, was not laid before the Boar 
until three months after the receipt of it by the Secretary, and in his letters of the 13th 
May and 6th of June, all which are yet unanſwered. From the Board's ſilence to the Ref. 


dent, after the conſtant information which they had from him, he muſt have conceived that he 


was warranted in following his inſtructions, and uſing his endeavours to carry them into com. 


After a full review of this buſineſs, and having taken all the papers into conſideration, 1 
am of opinion that the conduct of the Reſident at Lucknow deſerves the approbation of te 
Board; and that he ought to be aſſiſted by the entire weight and influence of this Government, 
to be enabled to execute what is preſcribed in his inſtructions; on a ſtrict adherence to which 
the peace and ſafety of the Vizier's country, and the payment of the Company's heavy ba- 


| lances, ſo much depend. 


The Nawaub is, in my opinion, ſo much in the hands of his Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, who 
has the entire dontroul of his country, that I conſider his Excellency's letters as in fact the let- 
ters of Hyder Beg. I conſider Hyder Beg as a dangerous man to this Government; and the 
comparative ſtatement of the revenues of the Vizier's country, between the Fuſſulee year 


1183 and 1190, tranſmitted to us by the Reſident, gives me the worſt opinion of his management | 


and conduct, and affords but a melancholy proſpect with reſpect to the early payment of the 
Vizier's prefent debt, and our current claims on him, which muſt continue while our troops 
are employed in the defence of his country, To recall the Refident, or to aboliſh his office, 


would be in effect removing every check or reſtraint on the views and conduct of the Miniſter, * 


While we are obliged, and as I think unfortunately, to have a large army in the Vizier's domi 
nions for their defence and protection, and while the internal peace and ſecurity of his country 
is ſo much connected as it is with thoſe of our own, we ſurely have a right to interfere, for 

the purpoſe of correcting the groſs abuſes and miſmanagement of his Government. | 


Minute from Mr. MACPHERSON. 7 
On the ſubject of Mr. Briſtow's anſwer to the complaints of the Vizier, and his Miniſter 
Hyder Beg Cawn, I ſhall gre wy opinion in a few words, as it is probable the affairs of Out 
will now become matter of full diſcuſſion at the Board. er, | 


iſt, The complaints againſt Mr. Briſtow appear to me to be, in a great meaſure, invalidatel 


by their real object, which is not the removal of Mr. Briſtow alone, but that of his nominated 
0 


ſucceſſor Mr. Cowper, and, in a word, the removal of the Company's Reſidency entirely fn 
the Court of the Vizier. Hyder Beg Cawn's conſequent NN (letter from Hyder Bes 
Cawn to the Governor General) to this Government, places his views and ambition in“ 
light not to be miſtaken. | | 

2d. It is my opinion, that Mr. Briſtow has fully refuted the accuſations advanced 1 5 bim; 
and if they had, in ſome degree, been eſtabliſhed, they would lie more againſt the card that 


againſt Mr. Briſtow, who continually, adviſed them of his endeavours to carry his inſtructos 
* 


into effect. 
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zd. I think the oppoſition which Hyder Beg Cawn has (amidſt his profeſſions of obedience) 
made to every effort of the Reſident, to carry thrqugh the inſtructions of this Government, 
renders him highly reſponſible for the conſequences, whatever they have been or may be in 


future. 


4th. The late diſpatches of the Court of Directors, on the ſubject of the Chunar treaty, and 
the reſumed Jagheers, prove clearly that the Company are determined to keep a Reſident at the Vi- 
zier's Court, and to confirm his charge of acts of internal management in that Government. 


True copies. 


E. HAY, 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Dept. 


Conſn. 29th September. 


To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of the 
Supreme Council, Fort William. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


Khaja Ain ul Dine, having a few days ſince been diſmiſſed from the Government of Rohil- 
cund, and Raja Surat Sing having been deputed by the Nabob Vizier with a commiſſion to re- 
gulate that province, the * has accordingly left Lucknow, and will, I hope, by this time 
be arrived at his tation, Khaja Ain ul Dine's conduct, upon his diſmiſfion, appeared ſo ex- 
tremely ſuſpicious, as to determine Major Cook. on ſecuring his perſon.— I have the pleaſure to 
inform you that laſt night I received a letter from the Major, acquainting me of his having 
done it without tumult. This morning I referred the matter to the Miniſter's conſideration ; 


nt, and he reſolved, the Nabob Vizier being abſent on a viſit to the Begum at Fyzabad, that Khaja 
ch Ain ul Dine ſhould remain in confinement, I ſhall trouble you with the particulars as ſoon as 


correſpondence can be copied, | i 


I am, with the higheſt reſpec, 


rho Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

et- Lucknow, Lour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

ary | Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
ent A true copy. 7 

the E. Hay, | 

15 Ading Secretary to the Secret Department. 

ter, | „ 

i- - ; 

ntry | | Es £ 

for To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of 


the Supreme Council, Fort William. 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, : 


Incloſed I have the honour to tranſmit you a copy of my correſpondence with Major Browne, 
and hope the anſwer I returned, at the requiſition of the Miniſter, in his Highneſs's behalf, will 
meet with your approbation. „ , — | 


His Highneſs, previous to his departure for Fyzabad, having told me that his 2 had 


no other object than merely a viſit of ceremony, upon receiving Major Browne's letter, I ap- 
natel plied to the acting Miniſter to furniſh me with copies of his correſpondence, and ſuch information 
from of his Highneſs's tran ſactions as had come to his knowledge. He aſſured me, that the reports 
Beg } of his Highneſs's having the leaſt idea of ill- treating the Begums, were falſe and ſcandalous, and 
ins mat the moſt perfect reconciliation had taken place between them, 
him; 
than 
ions 


3 Vox. III. ä Gee The 


lowances in money as the ſtate of his finances 'may admit of. 


| Fyzabad to Lucknow, with a view of getting a further ſum of money from her, by ſeizing on 


this quarter, to inform you of this, that you may prevent a. ſtep-which will deſtroy all confidence 


«Kg ſgrace his father's mother, for a ſum of money, let him plunder her, of all ſhe has; but kt 
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The Miniſter has informed me, that the Vizier was impottuned to reſtore their Jaggyres, „ 
that he has nq intention of complying with ſuch ſolicitations, purpoſing to grant them ſuch a. 


I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpec . 
5 „ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
Lucknow, ' Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, . 
Auguſt 23d, 1783. | JOHN BRISTOW, | - 
þ Reſident at the Vizier's Court 
A true copy. 1 | hoy 5 OR: 
E. Hay, f f bs by 
Acting Secretary to the Secret Department. 


* 
** — 


— — 


To JOHN BRIST OW, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
Bir, 
I have juſt received your letter of the 5th inſtant, with its incloſures. 


The evening of the 7th, at a conference I had with Mirza Shuffee Cawn, he introduced 2 
ſubje& reſpecting the Nawaub Vizier, which, however diſagreeable it may be to you to kno, | 
and conſequently to me to communicate, I am under the neceſſity of laying before you, | 


He told me that he had received information from Lucknow, that, by the advice of Hyder Beg 
Cawn, the Vizier had determined to bring his grandmother, the widow of Sufdar Jung, from 


her eunuchs, digging up the apartments of her houſe at Fyzabad, and putting her own perſon 
under reſtraint. This, he ſaid, he knew was not an act of our Government, but the mere advice | 

f Hyder Beg Cawn, to which the Vizier has been induced to attend. He added, that the old 
je had reſolved rather to put herſelf to death, than ſubmit to the diſgrace intended to be in- 
flicted on her; that, if ſuch a circumſtance ſhould happen, there is not a man in Hindoſtan who 
will attribute the act to the Vizier, but every one will fix the odium on the Engliſh, who might 
eaſily, by the influence oy ſo largely exerciſe in their own concerns there, have prevented fuch 
unnatural conduct in the Vizier: He therefore called on me, as the Engliſh repreſentative in 


in the Engliſh nation throughout Hindoſtan, and excite the bittereſt reſentment in all thoſe who 
by blood are connected with the houſe of Sufdar Jung. He concluded by faying, that “ if the? 
« Vizier fo little regarded his family and perſonal honour, or his natural duty, as to wiſh t 


cc him ſend her ſafe up to Delhy or Agra, and, poor as I am, I will furniſh a ſubſiſtence for her 
« which ſhe ſhall poſſeſs with ſafety and honour, though it cannot be adequate to her rank,” 


This, Sir, is a moſt exact detail of the converſation, as far as related to that affair, on the put 
of Mirza Shuffee Cawn. On my part, I could only ſay, that I imagined the affair was milrepr- 
ſented, and that I ſhould write as he requeſted. Let me requeſt, therefore, that you will enable ns 
to anſwer in a more effectual manner any further queſtions on this ſubject. | 


As Mirza Shuffee's grandfather was brother to Jufdar Jung, there can be no doubt of what Is} 
declaration means; and if the meaſure of diſtrefling the old Begum ſhould be perſiſted in, | 
ſhould not, from the ſtate of affairs, and the character of the Ameer ul Omrah, be ſurpriſed at {ons} 
immediate and violent reſolution being adopted by him, „ I 


Del. <p | | Iam, &. 10 

the th Auguſt 1783. „ 1 

i ia (Signed)  _ JAMES BROWNE 
A true copy. | | Das 


(Signed) T. Hill, | 
| | Aſſiſt. to the Reſident. 


A true copy. 
E, Hay, 8 | 
Acting Secretary to the Secret Department. 


by his Highnelſs's 
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To Major JAMES BROWN. 

Sir, a ets | 

1 have received Jour letter of the 9th inſtant ; and, in the abſence of the Vizier, am requeſted 
iniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, who is inveſted with full power to act in his behalf, 

to inform you, that the report concerning the objects of the Nabob's viſit to the Begum's, is en- 

tirely void of foundation. The Miniſter likewiſe deſired I would communicate his maſter's ſen- 

tments to you :—© That he. confiders the Ameer ul Omrah's declarations as an inſult; that his 

« interference in his Highneſs's internal Government is inadmiſſible ; and that he has been 

« highly wanting in the reſpect due to the dignity of the Nawaub Vizier, in the firſt place, in 

« ſuppoſing him capable of ill-treating the Begums; and, in the next, admitting the fact as 


e ſtated by Mirza Shuffee, his threats were unbecoming, and would in all ſituations. be diſre- 


« oarded.” | 4 


If Mirza Shuffee ſhould repeat his applications to you, I muſt requeſt you will give this an- 


ſwer, either verbally or in writing, as expreſſive of his Highneſs's ſentiments; which now becomes 
the more neceſſary, in conſequence of the threatening language held by the Amyr ul Omrah in 
ublic, and which has been reported both in the Vizier's and Engliſh news- papers, as you will ſee 
by the incloſed extract. | | | | 


Lucknow, a I am, &. 


the 21ſt Auguſt 1783. 1 | 
To | ' (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
5 Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
A true copy. _ . 
3 

| Aſſiſt. to the Reſident. 
A true cop 8 8 

"We #5 


Acting Secretary to the Secret Department. | 
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EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, the 29th September 1783. 


| Read the following letters from Col. James Morgan : | 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


I have the honour to tranſmit you a copy of a letter I have received from the Reſident at 
the Vizier's Court, with a ſtatement of Alrhaſs's forces, &c. ; and as the caſe appears to be an 
extraordinary one, I beg leave to requeſt that you will honour me with your inſtructions how 
to act upon the occaſion. In the mean time, I have informed Mr. Briſtow, that I can furniſh 


| two regiments out of the force with me (though one of the four is broken, two companies 


of it being with Mr. D. Anderſon) but that I muſt have your inſtructions for putting the bri- 
gade in motion ; and without them I could not put the Company to the extraordinary expence 
attending ſuch' a meaſure, unleſs upon an emergency againſt a foreign enemy, However, in 
my opinion, the ſervice againſt Almaſs Ally Khan can be effected fully as well by ſtrong de- 
tachments from Colonel Sir John Cumming's force, aſſiſted with two or three regiments from 
this ſtation, as it can be was the brigade to march; eſpecially as Almaſs's troops are ſo ſeparated 
and divided, according to Mr. Briſtow's ſtatement. - 


But all this is upon a ſuppoſition that he will occaſion diſturbances, which I do not think probable, 
in the preſent ſituation of our affairs here. | | 


, 


If two regiments are furniſhed for that ſervice from this ſtation, there will not be left 
: 8 force at it; which I am directed by your former inſtructions to keep col- 
ted err. EE 8 | RG, „ 


5 nr | | J have the honour, &c. 
Cawnpore, JAs. MORGAN, | 
29th Aug. 1783. Col. commanding 2d brigade. 


To 
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To Colonel JAMES MORGAN, commanding in the Field. 


Sir, i Js 
The period approaching when I expect Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſmiſſion from the diftria, 
under his authority will take place, I tranſmit you a ſtatement of the troops under his com. 
mand, and their ſtations, as nearly as I have been able to aſcertain them. | | WEED 


I hope this event will be unattended with tumult; but I furniſh you with the informatiqa, 


{th that every neceſſary precaution may be taken, 
4 Lucknow, © I have the honour, &c. 8 
= 27th Aug. 1783. e ty . | 1 1 . 3 
4 | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, © 
"nh Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
| 3 | 5 u 
4 H. Lloyd, Secretary. | 
if STATEMENT of ALMASS ALLY CAWN's Troops. 
1 | With whom, Horſe, Foot. Artillery. 5 
1 Sobah Ram and Sewaran, Fouzdars of Ellawa, &c. 800 1,000 % 5 
1 Sharik Azemuldeen, Fouzdars of Ackberabad and | Sed 
11 Secundera — — — 200 400 
. Takoor Doſs, Fouzdar of Sharah — — 500 15000 4 
nd Sutul Perſand, Fouzdar of Corah — — 500 1000 4 
1 Jeffing Roy, Aumil of Pehphona — — 200 1000 
1 Huſſein Cawn, Jugdeeſpoore Anowne, &c. — 200 1,000 ũ 4 
N Huſſein Bengſh Chelah, Fouzdar of Futtypore — 400 1, 00 2 
4 At Tolgon 77 — — — — 1,400 1,700 18 4 Large. 
1 3 „ . 10 8% % 
[FP | With Almaſs, at Lucknow — = x80 200 
: gl 1 x: | — F d — * — — 
1 5,000 _ 9,000 40 
20 Pieces of artillery of the above belonging to the Nabob. | 
20 Do. — — to Almals. „ 
Lucknow, 0 5 
27th Auguſt 1783. N (Signed) JOHN BRIST OW, 
8 | >; SD | Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
il | „„ A true copy. 
+l | ([ signed) D. Marſhal). . 
4 5 Aid de Camp. 
| 
Kh amy hen. 


To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of be 
| | Supreme Council at Fort William. _ FF 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


| The perſevering induſtry with which Hyder Beg Cawn hath hitherto laboured to miſrepreſent | 
1 my intentions and proceedings, negeſſarily and frequently compels me into details that undt 
1 2 other circumſtances might be ſpared, and which I can no otherwiſe excuſe to the Honout? 
4 | | | able Board, than as they are become abſolutely requiſite to my ſecurity againſt the _ dang 4 
8 and miſchief of his ſcandals. It is this plea, Gentlemen, I muſt now avail myſelf of, to 4 
bl i logize for the _ of the accompanying incloſures, comprizing ſucir part of my coe? 
1 ſpondence with the Miniſter, as in any ſhape relates to the confinement of Khaugah-Ain-ul-Do\ | 
| | | | 
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by Major Cooke, a circumſtance 1 had the honour to notify to 2 1 of the 13th 
inſtant. They will alſo explain to you how much in vain I have ſolicited Hyder Beg Cawn on 
the ſubje& of ſome falutary arrangement for Rohilcund. This province, rich, flouriſhing, and 
happy, till it had the misfortune of being delivered over by the Miniſter to the mercileſs rapacity 
of the above Aumil, is now, I muſt repeat, Gentlemen, in a condition, from which to retrieve it, 
will require at once all the wiſdom and all the vigour of Government. It would ſeem (the re- 
mark ariſing naturally from my correſpondence with Hyder Beg Cawn) that ſo much time is em- 
floped by him in profetions of veal and obedience, as to leave no leiſure whatever for the éx- 
erciſe of thoſe virtues. The new ſettlement has now been the ſole queſtion between us duri 
dee months, and yet to this hour (fave in the angle inſtance quoted by himſelf of Mirza 
chuffee Cawn) he has neither reported the accounts of any one 'Aumil, as finally adjuſted, 
nor has he ſettled any one agreement relative to the revenue of .the enſuing year. Long 
pratiſed in buſineſs, and deeply verſed, as he boaſts himſelf, in the uſage of the Vizier's Govern- 
ment, he informs me with an air of triumph, that my propoſal to conclude the ſettlement 
early, is repugnant both to the one and the other ; and upon this ground alone (as if it were 
poſhible to ſanCtify folly by preſcription) he ſtands forth the advocate of a ſyſtem, which all ex- 
perience muſt have convinced him is attended (from the want of legal magiſtrates during the 
fr{t harveſt of the year) with every pernicious conſequence to the peace cultivation of the 
country. I much doubt if the boaſted ſyſtem, deſcribed by the Miniſter, is that under which the 
dominions of Auſſoph ul Doula flouriſhed in the time of his predeceſſors. Such, however, 
ſays Hyder Beg Cawn, has been the policy of ſixty-five years; he omits at the ſame time to 
obſerve, how far that. very policy, in conjunction with more recent evils, has contributed to 
bring theſe provinces into the ſituation of diſorder and diſtreſs at which they are now arrived. 
It is by a mode of reaſoning altogether ſimilar that he attempts to defend the character and 
conduct of Khaugah-Ain-ul-Deen ; dwelling much upon the punctuality of that Aumil's 
payments. He "alles over in ſilence the annihijation of a third part of the annual revenue, and 
the utter ruin of the province, which have been the conſequence of his extortion and miſma- 
nagement; and it is indeed wiſdom in the Miniſter ſo to do. Having himſelf exerciſed for years 
an uncontrouled dominion over theſe extenſive countries, it is only. by burying in oblivion all 
memory of paſt tranſactions, that he can hope to eſcape the reſponſibility and puniſhment of a 
| multitude of oppreſſions, which he has either encouraged by his example, or invited by his ſuf- 
| ferance, in the courſe of his ruinous adminiſtration. In appointing Rajah Soorut Sing to the 
general ſuperintendence of Rahilcund, it is ſelf-evidently the Miniſter's intention to inveſt him 
with an authority as unbounded as that lately exerciſed by Thaugah-Ain-ul-Deen, and which has 
terminated ſo fatally, If I may form any concluſion from his conduct, it is not leſs his defire to 
confirm the dangerous power of Almas Allee Cawn, by leaving him alſo in poſſeſſion of all his 
countries. Theſe are points, Gentlemen, of ſuch immediate importance to the welfare and ex- 
iſtence of his Highneſs the Vizier's Government, that, agreeable to my inſtructions, nothing on 
my part has been omitted, in the way of remonſtrance and proteſt, to deter the Miniſter from 
the proſecution of them. So entirely, however, has Hyder Beg Cawn thrown off all reſpect and 
conſideration for your repreſentative, that I muſt confeſs I have no longer any expectation of 
good from this mode of interference; at the ſame time I am at a loſs, Gentlemen, how other- 
wiſe to act. Having already ſeen my endeavours to execute treaties interpreted into a deſign to 
infringe and uſurp the ſovereign rights of the Nabob, I cannot flatter myſelf that an attempt to 
ſecure his dominions againſt the horrors of future rebellion would, from his Miniſter, meet a 
more favourable conſtruction. In this dilemma I beg leave to requeſt your explicit directions 
for my guidance, upon ſuppoſition that the Miniſter, undeterred by my remonſtrances, ſhould 
at laſt determine to continue a ſyſtem, which, by a moſt impolitic diviſion of his Highneſs's - 
treaſure and forces, leaves no ſecurity to Government for the payment of the revenues, and the 
peace of the country, execept what may be derived from the uncertain forbearance and modera- 
tion of a few powerful and haughty individuals. Of the fallibility of this dependance, indeed, if it 
were neceſſary to ſearch for examples in proof of a ſelf-evident propoſition, the inſtance of Almaſs 
Allee Cawn's revolt laſt year would, I apprehend, be deciſive. . 


The other ſubject, upon which I flatter myſelf I ſhall be honoured with your ſpeedy deciſion, 
relates to Khaujah-Ain-ul-Deen. It is true, through the vigilance and activity of Major Cook, 

t his perſon is ſecure; but I am well aware, that, in my endeavours to recover the very 
heavy balance of thirteen lacks {till due from him to the Company, upon an aſſignment of 
only twenty-ſeven, I muſt not look for any aſſiſtance from the Miniſter. In , ſuch a caſe he is 
Indeed too prudent openly to avow himſelf the adyocate of Khaugah-Ain-ul-Deen; but the 
eadineſs and complacency with which he has hitherto admitted the pleas, however frivolous, 
urged by that Aumil in excuſe for his failure, and the reluctance he has always ſhewn to adopt 
my meaſure which might compel him to the diſcharge of his debt, are circumſtances which 
de. © perſuade me, no encouragement will be wanting to Khaugah-Ain-ul-Deen that the 
| 3 can ſecretly and fafely afford him; whilſt, on the other hand, he will ſeek, as uſual, to 
dose mes and diſguiſe his practice, by an eternal repetition of hollow and inſidious pro- 
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more than twenty-ſeven) he fairly tells me that he has paid all the country will yield; and, 


them during the whole time? and do you attempt to juſtify your preſent failure by arging the 


at Barelly, Khauge Ein ul Deen's fears operating, upon him, he depoſited ſecret with 
his m- 


tive place. As ſoon as I was informed of this tranſaction, I made particular ing 


to a knowledge of its contents. The names of the Bankers above-mentioned” are as fi 


contents of this letter are of an important and ſecret nature, I have for more ſecurity ſent it N 
_ own Munſhy Mahomed Zanker. ; Re 
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Before I conclude, Gentlemen, permit me to give one inſtance of the fallacy ' of the arg. 
ments pleaded by Khaugah Ain-ul-Deen, in defence of his preſent balance. By his miſmana 4 
ment and oppreſſion, the revenues of Rohilcund' are reduced one third in their Pang W 
value. After three years of the moſt horrible oppreſſions, he finds it is utterly impoſſible that 
Rohilcund ſhould longer afford any revenue at all; therefore, ſays he, if, inſtead of farming the 
province, as I did laſt year, at a fixed jumma of fifteen lacks, you will give it mein Aminy 1 
thirty-eight Jacks, I will try whether I cannot collect that ſum; and to this moſt extraor 
dinary propoſition the Miniſter agrees. At the expiration, however, of the term, the Aumil 
being in balance thirteen lacks * the Company's aſſignment alone, which was originally no 


having held it in amauny, he is accountable for no more. Before this doctrine be ad. 
mitted, I would aſk him one queſtion: If thoſe diſtricts, which laſt year paid fifty lacks, can 
only pay twenty-five lacks this year (which is the fact, at leaſt if he is to be believed, and 
ſuppoſing the Company's balance to be the only balance) have not you had the management d. 


impoveriſhed ſtate of the country, of which you, and you alone, have been the cauſe Y your 


rapacity?— Vet this, Gentlemen, is the reaſoning which the Miniſter not only liſtens to from 


Khaugah-Ain-ul-Deen, but repeats after him to me, as an excuſe for his enormous balance; 


I have the honour to be, with the higheſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


« 


Lucknow, 5 e eee ee, 
the 3oth Auguſt, 1783. Your moſt obedient humble ſervantt. 

1 8 1 | e JOHN BRISTOW, Wm & 
Reſident at the Vizier's Coutb 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from MAHOMED CAWZEM CAWN, dated 26th of Sy 
"aut baun 1197, Hig. or the 27th July, 1783, to Mr. BRISTOW." . 


1 beg leave to inform you, that the day on which Major Cook and | 


three ſeveral Bankers fix lacks of rupees, in order to its being remitted to Panniput, 


finding it had been truly repreſented, I now acquaint you with it, as a matter of the fit i 
portance. You will be fo obliging as to peruſe this letter yourſelf, that no perſon may cone 


Bukihy Ram and Co. RR 
Huſbunſlaul and Co  _.. 8 + 
Keyſoozawy and Co. „ Y 

f 


5 Upon the cover of the above letter was the following: „ 
It is neceſſary you ſhould open this addreſs, and peruſe it yourſelf, to prevent its contents tran: 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN dated 
29th Shaubaun 1197, Hig. or 3oth July, 178 3. 


I have juſt received authentic intelligence, that Khauje Ein-ud-Dein has bad intention 1 
before intlmated my ſuſpicions to you on this head. It is neceſſary that whatever is to de 1 
with reſpe& to Rohilcund, ſhould be done quickly and without further _ In cal 4 
Een propoſes to ſet off to-morrow, it will be proper to requeſt he will deſer bi ; 
parture till the day after. Be fo obliging as to let me ſee you either to-night or to-morrl 
that we may in concert determine upon the meaſures to be adopted on this occaſion. As 


* 


| think, requires this: Every aſſiſtance that depends upon me I am ready to a 
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Mr. Briſtow's Munſhy returned with a verbal anſwer, That the Miniſter would wait upon 
kim the next morning, They had an interview accordingly, on the 31ſt of July 1783.— 
Mr. Briſtow called upon Hyder Beg Cawn to furniſh him with his ſentiments in writing, re- 
ſpecting Khauje Ein- ud-Dien, agreeable to which Mr. Briſtow would forward inſtructions to 
Major Cook. The Miniſter, on his return home, ſent him the following letter: 


of Rumzaun 1197, or the 31ſt July 1793. 


| TRANSLATION of a Letter from HYDER BEG CAWN to Mr. BRISTOW, dated the iſt | 


However human nature ſhall have been put to the teſt, yet, when doubts again ariſe, 
without trial there can be no confidence. If you pleaſe, I will direct Khauje Ein ul Dien's 
agent to inform his maſter, that the ſeaſon of the collections being at an end, and his Naibs 
at the different ſtations, he ſhould leave his ſon at Barelly, and come himſelf, by Dawk, to 
Lucknow. I mentioned this in the conjectural, though predominating hope, that he will 
come, and ſo all ſuſpicions may ceaſe; and not from any intention to countenance him, as I am 
ready to conform to your orders implicitly: If he does not come, then there will be good cauſe 
for ſuſpicion, and then we ſhould be particularly watchful of him. If you ſhould approve of 
his leaving his ſon; and repairing alone to Lucknow, you will be. ſo obliging as to apprize the 
Major not to oppoſe his coming, and, at the ſame time, ſecretly to guard his ſon, until the 
arrival of Khauje Ein ud Dien at Lucknow. Theſe, Sir, are my ſentiments ; if they corre- 
ſpond with yours, I beg you will let me know, that I may direct his agent accordingly, In the 


mean time, the departure of Juggernaut and Maha Raja Surut Sing need not to be delayed. 


Let theſe Gentlemen go—lIt is not neceſſary that they ſhould be ſtopped till the anſwer of 
Khauje Ein ud Dien arrive. Theſe Gentlemen will go according to your directions. If Khauje 
Ein ud Dien means fair, he will alſo come.—At all events, the letter you will write to the 


Major, to be upon his guard, will in either caſe be effectual. 


Mr. BRISTOW to 'HYDER BEG CAWN, in Reply; dated the 2d Rumzaun, or iſt 
I have been favoured with 8 relative to the call of Thauje Ein ud Dien to Luck- 
now; and I have written to Major Cook, not to oppoſe the Khauja's coming to the Preſence, 
and to keep a ſecret watch over him. Sir, what intelligence I receive, I immediately com- 
municate it to you; and I now fend you a copy of Mahomed Cawzim Cawn's letter, which 
I ſhewed you yeſterday. It appears from that letter, that Khauje Ein ud Dien is remitting a 
very large ſum out of the Vizier's dominions, though he is, at this very time, in balance to 
the Company to the amount of fixteen lacks of rupees; add to this, the arbitrary fines which, 
in conjunction with Chyne Sake, he impofed upon the merchants. and traders, and the op- 
preſhons which he committed on the inhabitants, inſomuch that the annual Jumma of Rohil- 
cund is diminiſned one half. Having received previous advice of the conduct and practices 
of Khauje Ein ud Dien, I give you notice, that, having immediately repreſented to his High- 
neſs what was proper to be done, you might execute it without delay. I cannot here, Sir, help 
teſtifying my ſurprize at an expreſſion which ſtill recurs in all your letters, viz. © That what- 
eyer are my orders, you will perform them.“ The truth, Sir, is this; that, whether in re- 
ſpect of the choice of Aumils, in making the preſent year's ſettlement, or in any other mea- 
ſures whatever, I neither have, nor will I, give any orders. On the other hand, e the wel- 
fare of his Highneſs the Nabob's affairs, and the Company's, are concerned, I have ſtill ten- 
dered my opinion and advice, pointing out the propriety. or impropriety. You, Sir, have 
made ſuch arrangements, that the reſponſibility of no one meaſure reſts upon me. With re- 
ſpect to the ſummoning Khaje Ein ud Dein, and the departure of Raja Surut Sing and Rajah Jag- 
gernaut, it reſts, Sir, entirely with you. Be ſo obliging, when you have conſulted his Highneſs's 
pleaſure, to inform me of it. I beg to make one obſervation, and it is this; that whatever 
you determine, ſhould be carried into execution without delay; the 3 of the caſe, I 
6 | ord you. If you 
not approve the orders that have been ſent to Major Cook, I will ſend ſuch others as 
you may be pleaſed to require.—You are pleaſed to ſay, that the ſeaſon of the collections is 
paſt, —True, Sir; but, from the delay which has attended the making of the ſettlement, the 
time of cultivation, as far as reſpects the Kurreiff harveſt, is already paſt, and that of the 
ubby is elapling. No one diſtrict has yet been arranged; and many of the Aumils, which 
with my privity you have made choice of, are Mill waſting their time idly at Lucknow. It is 
my opinion, the ſooner both the new and old Aumils are diſmiſſed to the care and charge of 
their reſpective diſtricts, the more advantageous it will be to the Sircar. I have the pleaſure to 
. you a draft of a letter which I have prepared in anſwer to thoſe received from Khaye 
in ud Dien; and I am to beg you will inform me whether it meets your approbation, as in that 
event I mean to diſpatch it to-night, = Ik TE e | | Draft 


ould 
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Draft of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to KHAUGE EIN UD DIEN. IN 


I have lately received ſeveral of your letters, which I have not, from multiplicity of buſineg 
et anſwered. A reply to one of them in particular, in which you enquire concerning 
diſmiſſion or confirmation in office, was neceſſary. The caſe is this, that there is no remeq 
for the calamities of the heavens ; and no one can compel you to anſwer. for the balance of . 
venue due from you, except after examination into it. Whatever is juſt will be done. It is re. 
quiſite that you communicate the circumſtances to me in the moſt particular manner; and you yi 


at this time make me conſiderable remittances, by which you will render a ſervice to yourſelf, an 


afford me ſatisfaction, Br 


' 


Ye. ded 


HYDER BEG CAWN, in Reply ; dated 2d Rumzaun, or 1ſt Auguſt 1783. 
1 have been honoured by the receipt of your letter. I am obedient to your commands te. 


ſpecting the Aumils. I have hitherto conducted myſelf in conformity to your directions, and'ſhal 
continue ſo to do. I make no evaſions. Whenever you have ſpoken to me about Khauje Ein 
ud Dien, I have always repreſented to you, that, during three years he has been in employment, 
be has always paid to the laſt farthing ;—that this year the country is in Amany. Khauje 
Ein ud Dien complains of drought ; and he has ſeveral times made it his requeſt to you, 
to take his accounts, ſhewing the actual collections. You, Sir, are the maſter, and will do 
juſtice according to your pleaſure. Khavje Ein ud Dien claims deductions on account of the 
want of rain. Mahoined anzem Cawn has done the ſame on account of his diſtrict. The 


latter, upon a condition that the periodical rains do not fail, has offered an increaſe upon his | 
laſt year's Jumma. Khauje Ein ud Dien upon the fame terms propoſes to enter into engage. | 


ments for the next four years. Every man makes ſuch propoſals as he thinks fit. To reject ot 
_ approve them, is the province of the ſuperior. I have never yet, nor will I recommend Khayje 
Ein ud Dien; becauſe in money matters I ſhew no favour to any perſon. - The fame claims f 


deductions, and freſh offers of the ſame nature with thoſe made by Khauje Ein ud Dien, hae 


been preferred by Mahomed Cauzem Cawn. Whenever you have mentioned to me your ſuſpi- 
cions of Khauje Ein ud Dien's fidelity, I obſerved, that in time paſt he had never been charged 


with any circumſtance of ingratitude—chat this world being fallible, it was impoſhble to dee. 


lope. the ſecret heart, or be anſwerable for the actions of any one—and circumſpeQion is 


required, With reſpect to the arbitrary fines exacted by Khauje Ein ud Dien, I repreſented W 
you what he advanced on that ſubject: He has, in conſequence of them, been diſmiſſed, agreeable * 


to your orders, and Rajah Surat Sing appointed, who waits only for a lucky moment to {et off, 
In conſequence of the ſecret intelligence received from Mahomed Cauzim Cawn, relative to 
Khaye Ein ud Dien, I propoſed, if it ſhould be agreeable to you, to direct his agent to give hin 
notice to repair to the * Should he come, what courſe you pleaſe may be with 
him, and his coming will remove all ſuſpicions reſpecting his fidelity. For the reſt, I neither pre- 


tend to anſwer for his intentions, or do I mean to recommend him for employment. If be hel. 
tates to come to Lucknow, the orders which have been ſent to Major Cook, to be on his guard © 
will be ſufficient, as the Major will take care to execute them. As far as I have been informed! 


have made you acquainted with the perſons who intimidate and caft reproach upon others: In tis 
end, the conduct of each will be known to you. You inform me, that © from the delay which 
& has attended the making the ſettlement, the ſeaſon of cultivation, as far as it reſpects the Ku- 
« xiif, is already yall and that the Rubby is elapſing ;-that no one diſtrict is yet ſettled, and 
<« that ſeveral of the new Aumils are idling away their time at Lucknow ;—and that it is advik- 
4 able, for the good of the Sircar, that both the new and old Aumils ſhould be. diſmiſſed to the 
4 charge of their reſpective diſtricts. How am I to reply to theſe matters, conſiſtently with the 


reſpect I owe you? With every poſſible demonſtration of duty and reſpect towards you, I an 


tually attentive to the intereſts of the Sircar. Many of the new Aumils are already 


None of them have been detained by me. In the duties of reſpe& I am ever more de 


I have ſubmitted to you what has hitherto been the cuſtom and practice of this oy, 
It is not for me to force the repetition upon you. In the end, you will have an opportunity : | 


putting my repreſentations to the teſt, as you will thoſe of intereſted and deſigning perſons, u 
in order to criminate me, miſrepreſent and falſify eſtabliſhed rules. I 3 


yet prepared. The delay proceeds from the new Aumils, who urge that they have not yet ak 


tained the real value of their reſpective diſtriẽts. Such accounts as — may require 2 5 | 
this 
ave been granted a 


- on account of drought, I am in hopes, if the preſent periodical rains prove favourablS, 


ticular diſtrict, I will furniſh. With reſpect to the deductions which 


make it good from the old Aumils, by the increaſe which I have now in contemplation. | 
been the cuſtom for the reſpective Aumils to furniſh the account receipts and balances in 9 


der. This it is that occaſions them to poſtpone it, except a few, who laſt year fell in balance 


One. 
hoſe who remain are buſied in their affairs. They have in reality diſpatched their Ni | 


itly obediet 
to your commands: I evade not. —You obſerve to me, that the accounts of no one diſtri = | 


t %% 0 


half, notwithſtanding they could not plead. want of rein, and who now ſeek to ſettle at « reduced 
jumma, and, in this intention, call their own. private intereſt the intereſt of the public. In 
matters of this kind, ſo deſtructive to the intereſts of the Sircar, I cannot but heſitate, With 
reſpet to the old Aumils, whatever orders you ma to give, I ſhall make no evaſidng but 
cauſe them reſpectfully to prepare the Jumma Bauky. The preparation of accounts nerd 
not be productive of delay: It is only where the well-being of the Sircar is concerned, that 1 
beütate. As foon as I ſhall have aſcertained the real ſtate of the ſeveral diſtricts, 1 will report 
them to you. In the end, Sir, theſe things will be evident to you. I am obedient; and ready to. 
perform whatevet 2. may direct. You are pleaſed to obſerve, that I have made fuch arrange- 
ments, that the reſponſipility of no one meaſure. reſts with you. | I miſt confeſs I. do not tightly 
underſtand the meaning of this obſervation. The arrangements 1 have made, are in ſtrict con- 
ſormity to that duty and reſpect I owe you. Hitherto, whatever you have been pleaſed to direct, 
with reſpect to the Aumuls, I have performed, and ſo ſhall continue to do. I can never fail in 
obedience and 2 1 Other cixcumftances, which are too prolix for a written addreſs, I ſhall 
communicate when I have the honour to ſee you. If the reaſons I have, to the beſt of my poor 
capacity, repreſented for poſtponing the Jumma Wauſel Bauky of the old Aumils, ſhoul . 
your approbation, I ſhall be happy; if not, ſuch as you may require, I will cauſe to be prepare 
immediately. In no one circumſtance of duty or reſpe& am I deficient, | - 


+ 
+ . * * 
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Mr. BRISTOW, in Reply to HYDER BEG CAWN, dated 3d Rumzum. 


1 have had the honour. to receive your letter of the ad inſtant, on the ſubject of © Khauje 
„ Fin ud Dien, Mirza Mahomed Cauzem Cawn, and the adjuſtment. of the accounts of the ſe- 
« yeral Aumils.“ I do not mean to be the advocate of Mirza Mahomed Cauzem Cawn. Be 
Sir, to act in the manner as ſhall ſeem to molt juſt and proper. You tell me, that 

« the new Aumils plead the want of a true knowledge of the actual Rate of their diſtrifts; and 
« with reſpect to the old ones, you are in hopes that, if the periodical rains are favourable, you 
« ſhall be able to ſettle for the increaſe you have now in contemplation.” To my judgment it 
appears, that to ſettle the charges of the ſeveral Aumils at this time, is a meaſure which will be 
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may afterwards take place in October, as you propoſe, though I cannot myſelf approve the leay= 
ing it in ſuſpenſe. You are pleaſed to inform me, that it has been uſual to ſettle the Wauſel 

Bauky in October. As you, Sir, are perfoilly acquainted with the cuſtoms: and habits of this 
country, and experienced in the mode of conducting the affairs of it, and as you afſure me to 
ſettle the jumma in the month of October is beſt, it is impoſſible that I ſhould oppoſe my opi- 
nion to your experience. To you, Sir, belongs the reſponſibility of the meaſure. I have the 
pleaſure to incloſe you a lift of the diſtricts not yet arranged, by way of memorandum ; and I 
am to requeſt, when you have leifure, you will be PA obliging as to furnifli me with a liſt of the 
diſtrits upon which you mean this year to give aſſignments for the payment of his Highneſs's per- 

inal capencesy and thockimeof. the Company. Es e A Trig = 


# 


G 
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HYDER BEG CAWN in Reply, dated 3d Rumzaun. 


1 have been honoured by the receipt of your letter. Having reprefented to you the objec- 
tions made by the new Aumils. to the immediate ſettlement of the Wauzel Bauky, from their 
Ignorance of the. real ſtate of their reſpective diſtricts; and having acquainted you with the in- 
creafe which, if the ſeaſon is favourable, J propoſe upon the diſtricts of the old Aumils ; you 
ve pleaſed to obſerve, that it would be for the advantage of Government, that an adjuſtment 
of the charges of the ſeveral Aumils ſhould take place immediately; and that afterwards, as I 
Propoſe, the jumma might be ſettled in the month of October, though the keeping it in ſuſpence 
was contrary to your opinion. In yous letter of yeſterday, you directed the Jumma Wauſel 
Bauky accounts fhoufd be ſettled: In anfwer, I repreſented, as above, the objections, as they 
+ mls the new and the old Aumils reſpectively. Had you, Sir, been pleaſed to direct the <4 
ju ment of the account charges, I could have Had no objection, as thoſe accounts are in actual 
Preparation by the Aumils themſelves. They have delivered in their requiſitions, and I am 
Employed in making the neceflary enquiries of the officers of Government with reſpe& to the 
MY of each, agreeable to thoſe requifitions. Having prepared the charges, collections, and 
ö utteyunna accounts, I ſhalt tay them before you for your approbation, as I have already done 
y the claims of Mahomed Shuffy Cawn; others are preparing. The account charges of 
N M. Aumils for that year J have already preſented. to you; and I am to requeſt you 


Vol Iii will 


| attended with great advantage to Government. The ſettlement of the jumma of the diſtricts | 
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will determine upon the increafe and deductions to be allowed, that I may inform the feyery 
Aumils. This diſcuſſion may certainly be entered upon immediately; and, as is cuſtomary, i, 
indeed already in train. The expediency, or otherwiſe, of the ſettlement which I propoſe to the 
Jumma Wauſel Bauky in October, will appear, from the reaſons which I have afligned, at length, 
With reſpect to what you ſay relative to the evils of _ it is not for me, who am obedient to 
your orders, to combat your ſentiments. If it pleaſe the King to ſay it is night at noon 
day, ſubſcribe to the doctrine, and fay, Behold the moon and planets. I ſhall lay before you 
lifts of the old and new Aumils, with the jumma to be paid by each, fixed agreeable to the 
ſettlement of the Phuſſulla year 1190; and I will direct the officers to prepare the Jumma 
Wauſel Bauky accounts, accordingly to the jumma you may determine upon, and ſend: them 
for your inſpection. The aſſignments of the Company I am very ready to ſettle, in the manner 
and at the time moſt agreeable to you. I will do myſelf the pleaſure to furniſh you with a lift of 
the ſeveral diſtricts occupied by the new Aumils ; and when you have ſelected ſuch as you approve 
for the Company's aflignment, I ſhall make them the firſt object of my attention. In this 
reſpect I have no objection to make. When I have the honour to ſee you to-morrow, I wil 
inform you of the diſtricts to which it yet remains to appoint Aumils, and act in conformity to 
your directions in that particular. MN oy er Mon ol £7 Pn ce TO 
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HYDER BEG CAWN to Mr. BRISTOW, dated 3d Ramzaun. 


I was yeſterday favoured with the draft of your letter, addreſſed to Khauje Ein ud Dien, 
which I detained in the expectation of the pleaſure of ſeeing you; but as illneſs has prevented 
me from waiting upon you to-day, I take this method of requeſting that you will be fo obligng 
as to write to Khauje Ein ud Dien in the terms of the draft, which is excellent. As Khauje Ein 
ud Dien is a very large ſum in balance, it is neceſſary to take every poſſible means for the col- 


lection of the monies due (in Ry matters I favour no perſon). As ſelf- intereſted perſons, 


both far and near, make it their buſineſs to intimidate Khauje Ein ud Dien, and as Mahomed 
Kauzem Cawn would hardly have given the information he has given without proper enquiry, 
under theſe circumſtances, it is expedient both to give Khauje Ein ud Dien the encouragement 
which your letter holds out to him ; and alſo that, till the arrival of Maha Raja Surut Sing, he 
be kept in hand; for, as I ſaid before, money is due from him. However Khauje Ein ud Dien 
may have for years paſt approved his fidelity, yet, for the reaſons above aſſigned, there is 


| cauſe of ſuſpicion; and circumſpeCtion is neceſſary and proper, till he ſhall appear in the 


Preſence. Other matters I will communicate, when I have the pleaſure of ſeeing you to- 
morrow. _ | „ SH bs” e e 
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Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN, in Reply, dated 3d Rumzaun. 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter, approving the draft of mine to Khaije 


Ein ud Dien, which I ſubmitted to you. If you are informed of the time Raja Surut Sing pro- 
poſes to ſet off, you will oblige me by letting me know it. 1 


2 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW to Major WILLIAM COOK, or de 


Officer commanding at Barelly, dated 2d Auguſt, 1783. 


From intelligence I have lately received, it appears that Khauje Ein ud Dien was alarmed i 
your arrival at Barelly, and at the report circulated about his diſmiſſion, and is in col 
ſequence taking ſteps to remit his property out of the Vizier's.dominions ; particularly that he 
had negociated bills of exchange on Paunniput, to the amount of fix lacks of rupees, wil 
the following Bankers, viz. Buxhyram, Ruttun Chund Buxhyram, Huſbenſe Lall, and Geewo9 
Hurſance. Suppoſitions are entertained, that he may hereafter abſcond from. the. Viz 
dominions. His Highneſs has certainly reſolved on diſmiſſing him, though his reſolution is not J 
made public by authority; in order, however, to give Khauje Ein ud Dien every aſſurance in 1 
power, that he may expect ſtrict juſtice, I take the liberty to incloſe a letter to him from " 
ſelf, with a copy for your information. The heavy balance of ſixteen lacks of rupees dr 
on account of the Honourable the Company's aflignments on him, renders the treatment of Kia 
Ein-ud-Dien a matter of great importance, and therefore it becomes neceſſary that you ſho 

inform yourſelf particularly concerning his ſituation ; and if you could ſecure his. perſon Mit 
out tumult, in the event of this meaſure being determined upon by the Vizier, every ae 
ment to afford you aſſiſtance will be previouſly taken, by the neceſſary orders being given to“ 

officers of his Government in Rohilcund. = a That 
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I have apprized you of theſe circumſtances in confidence, and muſt requeſt you will conceal 


them from the knowledge of any perſon ; but at the ſame time watch the conduct of Khauje Ein 
ud Dien, and inform me of any particulars that ſhould come to your knowledge in corroboration of 
the above circumſtances. | | 


* 


— 


EXTRACT of a Letter from MAHOMED CAUZIM KHAN to Mr. BRIS TO W, dated 


3d Rumzaun, or 2d Auguſt, 1783. 
beg leave to repreſent to you, Sir, that the Collectorſhip of the Cutwauly of Moradabad has 


for a length of time been united to that of the cuſtoms under Nutta Khan, and is at this time 
included in his general agreement with Government; yet, eight months ſince, in the Fuſſull 
year 1190, Khauje Ein ud Dien, for the purpoſe of impoſing arbitrary fines and taxes upon al 


ranks, deprived Nutta Khan of the above Collectorſhip, and tranferred it to Molovy Burkut 
Ullaw, and Chein Sake; who, in conjunction, and in the ſpace of eight months, as above men- 
tioned, paid into Khauje Ein ud Dien's Treaſury Rs. 1,16,475, the amount of arbitrary taxes 
alone, which they had . levied (excluſive of other impoſitions) in the diſtricts of Moradabad, 
Aumzoha, Sumbul, and Chundo iy Gunge. I have the honour to incloſe 12 a detail ſtatement 
of theſe arbitrary taxes, as ſigned by Chien Suke, and the Chaudres, and under the ſeal of the 
Cauzy of Moradabad. I have alſo tranſmitted a copy of the above ſtatement to Hyder Beg 
Cawn, which bears as ſmall a proportion to the extent of theſe practices, and the miſerable ſitua- 


tion of the inhabitants of this country, as a handful of wheat does to the ſtack from which it 


has been plucked. Since upon this average we were to eſtimate the arbitrary taxes impoſed on 
the diſtrict of Rohilcund, they would not, fall ſhort of fifteen lacks of rupees, 
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Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN, dated 6th Rumzaun, or 5th Auguſt, 1783. 


I have juſt received a repreſentation from Mahomed Cauzem Cawn, with an account of the | | 
arbitrary taxes collected by Chein Suke, in conjunction with Molovy Burkututa; the amount 


paid into the Treaſury of Khauje Ein ud Dien by thoſe perſons alone, is ſtated at 1,16,475 
rupees, and is exacted from the inhabitants of all ranks at the following places: Moradabad, 
Amroe, Sumbul, and Chundoſſy Gunge. The amount is. figned by 8 


tranſmitted to you. The oppreſſions and exactions of Khauje Ein ud Dien are by it explained 


and made known. If any orders for the detention of the Chein Suke ſhall have been iſſued by 
order of his Excellency, you will oblige me by furniſhing me with a tranſcript of them. 1 


HYDER BEG CAWN to Mr. BRISTOW, in Reply, dated the 6th Rumzaun, or 5th 
1 SS Auguſt, 1783. 5 | | 

have been honoured by the receipt of your letter: I alſo have received a ſtatement from 
Mahomed Cauzem Cawn of arbitrary taxes levied by Khauje Ein ud Dien. I had before the 
honour of acquainting you, that I had received a letter from Mahomed Cauzem Cawn on this 
ſubject; where he informed me that Chim Suke had made a declaration relative to the impoſition 
of ſuch taxes, and that he was preparing, and would furniſh me with the amount. That very 
day, I ſent directions to Mahomed Cauzem Cawn to detain Chein Suke, and to keep a regiſter 
of the perſons pointed out by him as having been concerned in levying arbitrary taxes, that an 
enquiry might take place; and that thoſe who might be convicted might be obliged to refund. 

expect an anſwer from him the day after to-morrow; in the mean time I ſhall be obliged to 
you, if you will write to him not to diſcharge Chein Suke. Other matters I ſhall have the ho- 
nour of ſtating to you to-morrow. It is neceſſary and highly proper to examine him, and every 


one who is guilty of neglecting the affairs of Government. 


COPY 


hine Suke, and the 
Choudries of Moradabad, and has the ſeal of the Cauzy affixed. A copy of it has been 


—— — a 
4 : 2 - 
A 
ü-: ³·W¹u& . : IS Som” >. 57 0m 4 
* N " * ww» 


> . ” — 
wh + 8 
1 oOmoOme — — — 
. u - * — * 23.6 


orders; he will obey you in whatever you may direct. 


me much alarmed ; and it is true that reports were fpread of his diſmiſſion, 


favour, for he had often wrote, but to no purpoſe ; and that he intended: proceeding to. Lucknow | 


Fetters, and an Englith one 
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COPY of a Letter fram Mr. BRISTOW to Major WILLIAM 
cund, dated gth Auguſt, 1783. | 

L have delivered this letter to Raja Surut Sing, who is appointed by the Nabob Vizier to 60 
ſuperintendence of the province of Rohilcund, in the place of Khauje Ein ud Dien. The Raja 


COOK, communing ina. 


will apply to you for aſſiſtance in the diſcharge of the duties of his office, and I am to requeſt 


that you will grant it to him. I have partieularly recommended it to the Raja, to ſhew you the 
attention dude to your ſtation, . "OI 


Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN, dated 11th Rumgaun, or 10th Auguſt, »jb4, 
Be pleaſed to inform me, now that Maha Raja Surut Sing has received a Kelzut from the Pre. 


ence, upan what plan the buſineſs is arranged, and of the authorities and matters entruſted to hi 


"OR Jon on in Rep rie 37th Rumraun, or roth Auguſt, 1783. | 
1 am fayoured with your letter. Khauje Ein ud Dien is difinifſe4 from al his offices ; May 


Raja Surut Sing is to go. If it be your pleaſure, let orders be iflued to the Maha Raja, that he 
ſhould appoint theſe perſons with whom the inhabitants are fatisfied. You enquire of me, 


* now that Maha Raja Surut * has received a Kelaut from the Preſence, upon what 5 
q management ly 


« the buſineſs is arranged, and the authority and matters entruſted to his 
repreſent, that it is upon the plan you have formed. Maha Raja gurut Sing is obedient to you | 
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COPY of a Letter from Major COOK to Mr. BRISTOW ; dated Barelly, 7th Anguft, 176 


I duly received your letter, of date x5th inſtant, dated ad preſent month, and be aſſuret the 
contents ſhall remain a profound fecret. On my arrival at this place, the 8 appeared to 
| | nich now and 

then ſtill is propagated. In regard to the firſt part of the above, I impute his fears on account 
of the mutin ; and the latter, as he had obſerved to me, having ſome enemies writing to Luck- 
now againſt him, and not having the leaſt idea of fuch having been in agitation, | 
fuproſed ſuch reports without foundation. I recollect his requeſting me to write to you in hi | 


in the courſe of twenty or five-and-twenty days: This converſation, I believe, happened ten o 
twelve days ago. It now ftrikes me, in caſe he ſhould prepare or offer to proceed from hence, 


what ſtep to take. 


Flaring Jad daily complaints from the Bannians, &c. of my camp, who 80 to purchaſe gra, | 
of their being detained, and even were made priſoners, by the Khauje's people at Pellibet; 
on which circumſtance, and other matters concerning the finiſhing cantonments (which ar 
very forward) that morning, ſome hours prior to receiving your letter, I had requeſted of the 
Khauje to fee him at my quarters. He came the next day, after ſome heſitation, I found 
him in fome degree alarmed on coming in; and foon, after ſome converſation, gave me ſont 
hints, that the letter you wrote him had been dated five days prior to my ſending it (whid | 
was on the 5th, the fame wo 8 wag came to hand); and that there was a native Day for bl 
| 1 | or Europeans. On this remark, I could not help remarking 1 
him, whether he imagined F had detained his letter, or taken it from the other Dawk, I 
then obſerved, in what manner he was to forward his anfwer, through me, or by his Dawk! | 
told him, which ever way he liked. Knowing your ſentiments, made me act with the greataſt ar 
tion, though ſuch fufpicion hurted me much. e 


In regard to ſeizing his perſon, Þ imagined F could do it without much tumult, partieularly as ths 
month is the Muſſulman's holyday; and he is now generally at his garden, and an open place® | 
ſome diſtance from Barelly. 3 


* 


E 22” 1 
As to the remittances, I muſt take time to make the proper inquiries z as I muſt be y 


ledge. 


J incloſe you a liſt of his 1 the Vizier's troops at this ſtation, alſo of the Khau- 
je's in different parts of Barelly, as I am informed, which I believe I may depend upon. 
Should his Excellency the Vizier reſolve to diſmiſs the Aumil, I could with the letters, ſent to 
the different officers commanding his troops at this ſtation, were conveyed through me. By that 
means, I could take ſuch ſtep, that ſuch letters would be delivered a ſhort time before 3 
tied my plan in execution, particularly thoſe to Ajub Sing and Ally Rajab Beg, the two Com- 


Jemmadars commanding a body of horſe, 


LS: 0-#- (V 


Vizier's. Number of Horſe. 
Meer Abdula Cawn 1 — Jemmadar 250 Barelly. 
Azy Derab Cawn — — . Do. — 200 Do. 
Mirza Madara Beg — — — — 75 Do. 


er Cawn W | | 
Purdull Cawn 0 Jammadars in our command — 200 Do. 


Battalions. 


Azub Sing, — Commandant — — 4 or 500 
Ally Rajah Beg, Do. — | 


n — Do. Do. 
One hundred horſe with the Khaja as Orderlies. | 


Khauja's Troops. 
Meer ab Cawn — Jemmadar +400 Matchlock men di ſperſed about Barelly. 
Abdula Cawn — ſemmadar | | 
Molby Golam Hyder 125 ; a e 


. N. B. I underſtand the Khauja lately diſcharged a number of his troops, and daily diſcharged a 
C 2 | 7M . | | 
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OPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to Major COOK, commanding at Barelly ; dated 
: _  Lith Auguſt, 1783. Ss e 


L. 


p 8 | hoy received your letter of the 7th inſtant, acid thank you for the informati on it 
'Y ontains. 5 i | | 
”-_— The incloſed is a duplicate of my addreſs to you of the gth inſtant. Raja Surut Sing ſet off 


rom this place on the 8th, and will ſhortly arrive at Barelly. From the affurances given me by 


; ſci ne Miniſter, I have reaſon to believe hauje Ein ud Dien will attend at Lucknow, and not 
ng 2 ive you trouble in delivering over charge of his office; but if it ſhould be neceſſary to proceed to 
* Ktremities with him, I ſhall take an early opportunity of apprizing you; in the mean time, I 


queſt you will watch over his conduct; and until Raja Surut Sing may have completed his com- 
Aion, you will oblige me, by continuing to communicate every intelligence to me, which may 
"me to your knowledge. e OTE Ea , 


Lhaye received your letter in anſwer to mine of the 11th of Rumzaun, on the ſubje& of my 
ſcuules concerning the arrangement of Maha Raja Surat Sing's buſineſs —The words © Plan 


and order,” as relating to me, ſurprize me. I have neither formed plans, nor given orders, in 


; Nohilcund buſineſs. 


or. III. | K The 


dure how 1 act in that reſpect, for fear it ſhould be found out, or come ſecretly to his know. 


mandants of the Vizier's battalions ; alſo thoſe to Meer ab Cawn and Agy Dera Cawn, two 


Ir. BISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN, dated 13th Rumzaun 1197, or 12th Auguſt, 1783. 


formed or directed any arrangement:—The whole i my act :==The reſponſibility reſts wit 


Cop of Letter ſtom Ader COOK. tv Mr. BRIST.OW, dated Barely, oth Auguſ, 0 


Bis camp an hour after ſun-ſet, and every thing was ready for his departure; {oi ne of his un 


222 J 


The whole is entirely your plan; and the reſponfibility reſts with you, Be pleaſed to favour - 
me with copies' of the Sunnuds, the Purwannahs, or the orders, which his Highneſs or | 
have iſſued concerning the ſaid Raja's appointment. I-encloſe the lift of the diviſion of 60 
diſtricts of Rohilcund with which Ts furniſhed me, You will oblige me with information of the 
perſons whom you have nominated to the vacant diftrifts of Shajehanpote and Biddawan, 


The Liſt referred to in the above. 


88 Aumils propofed by Hyder Beg Cawn on Kh aj 
Di. n pin al Dleus dilmio s. 
Barelly, — — — Ray Goordaws Mull. 
Butty Beet, — — Fyzoola Beg. 
Caſhypore, — — Nunderam. | 
Shier Coat, &.  — — Sheik Currum Ally, and Zeig Chund. 
OTE: on _— "yy Mirza Mahomed Cauzim, "LORE 
I. « | 111 
Buddawan, and Shajehanpore, &c. . 


HYDER BEG CAWN, in Reply. 
I am favoured with your Jetter, telling me, * That you have not, in the buſineſs of Rohilcun, 


% me.” I am obedient—except by your order, I dare not tranſact any matter. 


In the firſt place, the Aumils of that province were nominated by you. Afterwards, you k- 
peatedly directed à general Superintendent to be appointed. I repreſented the circumſtance t 
his Highneſs, who ordered that Mirza Ahmud Ally, and Amyre Cawn ſhonld hold the office, and 
Raja Jaggernavit ſhould be their Accountant. Another plan was, the appointment of Mah 
Raja Surat Sing, and Raja Jaggernaut. I frated the particulars to you 5—you'deoided in favour 
of the two latter; and they were then honoured with the Kelaut. This day I repreſented to you 
that ſuch inſtructions as you might direct ſhould be giyen to the Aumils : You ordered me v 


prepare the drafts. Except oy your direction, or under your inſpection, how could I iſis 


Shokas, or Purwannahs?—1 will .preſept. the drafts when I have the hononr to wait upon 
Whenever you may direct me to IS mall cauſe them to be wriften. I could not iſſue th 
the ſepoys and refalladars without your orders. and iniſpection. The originals 'accompany tix 
letter. The plan of Maha Raja Surat Sing's depfitation J have explained to 'y6u'in the pre 
ing part of this letter—now alſo let that be done which you may direct. I am obedient, [ml 
execute whatever may be your orders. To-morrow, when I wait upon you, I will repreſent oi 
matters. | | | | 


Sinèe my laſt, of date 7th inſtant, and agreeable to yours and Vizier's inſtructions, 100 
particular care to have the beſt information concerning the Khaja. Yeſterday I was informel d 
his having had many of the Phouzedars and Jemmadars, who had paid him large ſums of Hat 
"and this evening I received införmation of his intention to leave this. pace-ſecretly. He went! 


"Horſes, and two elephants, about a &E6ſs off to'wait for him. I ordered two companies fo Þ 
round about, and encamp in the road, to ſtop him; and ſeveral Peons to watéh his motions 
received information of his being ready, and juſt going away. I immediately ſent bim 2 ith 
Which I had ready wrote, wiſhing to ſee him prior to his departure, and he heſitated; but! 
Peon acquainted him of my troops being, in motion, and two companies in- front. He! 4 
came, and, on my enquiring concerning the ſtep he was going to take, he declared he had wed 
a letter from you, directing him to come. Knowing your ſentiments, I requeſted to 
letter; on which I ſaw him much confuſed ; and, after ſome time, he declared, not from ſa 
but from his Vakeel. On finding him vary, I "obſerved that I-would detain him, all heard 
you; which I have done without the leaſt tumult. If I have erred, it was by Wilking che gur 
the ſervite. You will greatly oblige me by ſending me a letter on the occaſion; and 0-H 
I will write you more fully. | 5 95 


1 
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Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG 9 dated 14th Rumzaun, 1197, or 13th Auguſt, 


1 have the draft of the letters which you prepared to the addreſs of Major Cook, and 
Khauje Ein ud Dien, copied fair, and encloſe them to -yau. I trouble you to tell me, in 
plain and explicit terms, whether I ſhall diſpatch the faid letters; but I muſt inform you, 
that ſhould Thauje Ein ud Dien abſcond on his being enlarged, the reſponſibility will reſt 
with you- My reaſons for writing in this manner, is in conſequence of the following expreſ- 
fon in your propoſed draft of the Engliſh letter to Major Cook, viz. © Leſt by chance, 
« from this event, that is, from the detention of Khauje Ein ud Dien, doubts ſhould have 
« ariſen in his mind. Under theſe circumſtances, previous to the diſpatch of the letters, it behoves 
u to conſider very maturely, that in leaving his ſons and family at Barelly, the appearance of 
the Khauje at Lucknow is by no means certain; becauſe, in the event of his abſconding, his en- 

ents would not be made good by them. In this caſe, would it not þe more. adviſe- 
EP and expedient, having for the ne detained the ſaid Khauja there, you ſhould make 
ſuch arrangements as ſhall ſecure his attendance at the Preſence, and the performance of 
his engagements to Government beyond a doubt. This is what ſuggeſts itſelf to me, and 
| have therefore written it to you. It is, however, entirely. at your option to act as hal | 


ſeem beſt to you, upon reflection. I beg you will favour me with your determinatio 


an ready to give you my aſſiſtance in the execution of it. . 
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DRAFT of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to Major COOK, as propoſed by HV DBE 
pos Mir. BRIBTOW $9 Majar COOK, a mami by HYDER 


now, when you detained him. In this caſe, I write you, that you ſhould diſpatch him to the 
Preſence, provided he leaves his ſons and family at Barelly, giving him every poſſible con- 
fidence and encouragement, as it is not his intention to 4 againſt the Khavje, except af- 
ter enquiring, and upon proof. You will ſecretly, watch the ſons and family of the ſaid 
Khauje, leaſt by chance, from this event, doubts may have ariſen in his mind, If he ſhould aſk to 
bring his ſons and family along with him to the Preſence, you will tranſmit information of it, that 


tie Khauje, with his ſons and family, may afterwards be ſent for. 


Mm. * 


_m_ * — — m— 


DRAFT of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to KHAUJA EIN UD DIEN, as propoſed'by 
N mg Cow, N OD DIEN, ia pipoſd by 


I approve the intention you formed of proceeding to the Preſence ; but as the news of 
your diſmiſſion was public in Rohilcund, and you did not inform the Major of your inten- 
tion, he may have detained you on this account. I now write to the Mer = aving ap- 
prized him, then ſet off, —Speedily come with confidence to the Preſence. — Whatever is juſt, 
that ſhall be done. | Ee wel | Sean gel Ss | 


'HYDER BEG CAN to Mr. BRISTOW, in Reply. 
I was defirous of informing you of the, circumſtances .which I had collected from the neyſ- 


It appears the Major has confined Khauja Ein ud Dien. In this caſe there is room for con- 
lderation, — before repreſented to you, that “ the -faid Khauje had not been guilty of ingra- 
a titude during a ſeries of years—that people both far and near excite his fears—that if 
« he intended to proceed to the Preſence, and left his | ſans and n Vargo, then 

the doubts concerning his fidelity .zwould \ceaſe—and that the Major might, until the 
2 Khauja's return, ſecretly watch his ſons and family. Under thoſe circumſtances, the Major 
= ſhould not have forbid his coming. When the Khauja ſhall arrive here, you might inſti- 
4 — 5 e into his conduct in any way, vou pleaſed, and the doubts of his ingrati- 

would ceaſe,” | _ og 


N For inſtance, the Khauja, in proof of his ſincerity and fidelity, left his. ſons and family at 
arelly, and intended to proceed to Lucknow, when it ſo happened that the Major confined him. 
| * 1 now, therefore, better that he ſhould remain with the Major; and hereafter, what you 
15 be pleaſed to direct, and that which is moſt adviſeable, ſhall be ordered. What peo- 
* told the Khauja, that he ſhould be confined, is now verified. If the Major had not put 
aum into confinement, and only forbid his marching, there would then have been room to 
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papers, when I was favoured with your letter.—I have received other intelligence this day.— 


( 224 ) . 
ſay, that the Major had cauſed the delay, in expectation of your orders. As he js put 


into confinement, caution becomes neceſſary; events have made it ſo ; otherwiſe, my opinion of. 
his ſincerity and attachment was proved by his leaving his ſons and family at Barelly, with. ar 
intention of proceeding to Lucknow. Now that he is put into confinement, caution is neceſ. 


ſary. Let him remain with the Major. 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to Major COOK, commanding at Barelly, qa 
| 13th Auguſt 1783. | ; 

I have received your letter of the roth inſtant. In the abſence of the Nabob Vizier at 
Fyzabad, I have referred the conſideration of the meaſure you followed, of detaining Khauje 
Ein ud Dien, to his Highneſs's Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn ; and, as, that Miniſter is ' inveſts 

with full powers to act in his behalf, and it is his requeſt to me that Khauja Ein ug 
Dien ſhould remain in confinement under your charge, I am accordingly to deſire your com. 


pliance. | 


I hope Raja Surat Sing will, by the time this letter reaches you, rave arrived, and that 
you will grant him your affiſtance in preſerving the peace of the province. 


I muſt now recommend to you to continue your enquiries concerning Khauje Ein ul 
Dien's remittances to Panniput, as particularized in my letter to you of the 2d inftant., 


Incloſed is the Vizier's order to his commanders of cavalry, directing them to obey Raj 
Surut Sing, the contents of which ſhould be communicated to the perſons to which it relates, 
— The original I beg you will deliver to the Raja.—l alſo incloſe the Vizier's orders to his com- 
mandants, Ajub Sing and Rujjib Ally Beg, in the ſame manner, directing them to yield obedience 
to Surut Sing; which ſhould be immediately ſent to him. Fes, | | 


— —— 


. COPY of his Highneſs the Nabob Vizier's Shoka to AJUB SING and RUJJUB ALLY 
| | BEG; dated the 7th Rumzaun 1197, or 1oth Auguſt 1783. i 


Rajah Surut Sing is appointed from the Preſence to make the ſettlement of the diftrids d 

Barelly, &c. It is requiſite that day and night you attend the ſaid Raja in the diſcharge d 
your duty, and on every occaſion yield him obedience, as I have made him the maſter of tht 
province. Thoſe whom he may deem deſerving of their truſts he will retain, | 


n 


COPY of his Highneſs the Vizier's Shoka to his Commanders of Cavalry in Barely. 


Be it known to my Commanders of Cavalry ſtationed in Barelly, &c. that I have appointed | 
Maha Raja Surut Sing to make the ſettlement of the diſtricts of Barelly, &c. I therefor 
write you, that whomever the Raja may keep with him, muſt on no account diſobey his orders, d 
neglect their duty. "Thoſe whom he may diſmiſs, will proceed to the Preſence. ls whe 


ot 


— 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN; dated 15th of Run. 
zaun 1197, or 14th Auguſt 1783. | — 


I have received your letter, in anſwer to mine of the 14th of Rumzaun, and underſtand ir 
contents; agreeable to which, I have written to Major Cook. | | | 


It is requiſite that you diſpatch letters to the Naibs of the ſaid Khauja, agreeable to the incloet | 
_ lift, giving them aſſurances and encouragement, that they may continue with confidence in 
diſcharge of their duty. | | , | b 5 


HyD R 


{ mas 1 


* HYDER BEG CAWN, in Reply. 
a J have received your letter. Agreeable to your orders, and the liſt, I will write letters of 


encouragement and aſſurance to the Naibs, on the part of Khauje Ein ud Dien, that they may con- 


tinue with confidence in the diſcharge of their duty. 


0 — 
0 a n 


Mr. BRIS TO w to HYDER BEG CAwN. 


6 am favoured with your letter of the 13th of Ramzaun, in anſwer to mine relative to 
« the nature of Raja Surut Sing's, and Raja Jaggernaut's, appointments of Superintendent, 


« manders of Cavalry ſtationed at Barelly.” Thinking the faid Purwannahs could not arrive too 
ſpeedily in Rohilcund, I have incloſed them in a letter to Major Cook. 


In caſe Maha Raja Surut Sing ſhould have arrived, he will deliver them to him 3 but if not, 
he will cauſe them to be ſent to the parties above-named, that thus, from the beginning, order 
may be eſtabliſhed. 
HYDER BEG CAWN, in Reply. 
I have received your favour. Your diſpatching the Purwannahs to Major Cook is very proper. 


They will be of ſervice in preſerving peace and good order. 


od a2 — et. coated —— 


| COPY of a Letter from Major COOK to Mr. BRISTOW, dated Barelly, 11th Auguſt, 1783. 


I underſtand, * by reports in town, though not from authority I can depend on, that the 
Khauja was ſuſpected of abſconding himſelf, in caſe another Aumil was appointed; nor can I 
form an idea at preſent of his intention, nor get the neceſſary information I could wiſh to have 
on that head : However, I underſtand from himſelf, that he received a letter yeſterday from 
his Vakeel at Lucknow, informing him of another perſon having been appointed in his room, 


and on that account he wiſhed to proceed immediately to Lucknow, he having, prior to 
that, been made to uuderſtand that he ſhould ſtill be continued in his preſent appointment. 
| He (the Khauja) ſolicits me much to know if I received any inſtructions concerning detaining 


him, or of money matters. I wave giving a direct anſwer, and conſtantly reply, my pro- 
cecdings are on account of his attempting to leave this place in a ſecret manner, alſo, of his 
declaring to me having received a letter from you, directing him to proceed immediately to 
Lucknow, and afterwards having diſavowed having received ſuch a letter; all which circum- 
ſtances appeared to me in a very ſtrong light, and gave me ſuſpicion of his going elſewhere; 
therefore was under the neceſſity to detain him, and he to remain near my camp, till I could 
receive the Vizier's orders. I have requeſted him to write to you, and ſtill to continue giving 
his directions concerning the truſt put in him, till I could hear from you. You may now 
be well aſſured that I ſhall make it my buſineſs to get every neceſlary intelligence concerning 
his conduct. I have offered to attend him at his quarters in town all day, that he might 
tranſact his buſineſs, and to pitch his tents near my camp, and there to reſide during the 
night,—He declined going to his houſe, and has ordered his tents, &c. to be pitched for his 
purpoſe ; and nothing ſhall be wanting, on my fide, to make it agreeable to him. It is now 
currently reported that Surut Sing, the Nabob's Dewan, is appointed Aumil in the Khauja's 
place, and of his having nominated another perſon to act, which is on his way up. I have 


not the leaſt appearance of ſuch taking place; however, have to requeſt you will favour me, 


% ſoon as poſſible, with inſtructions regarding the ſtep I have taken, and I flatter myſelf will meet 
with your approbation. | | 


You, III. - | e | 1 Mr. 


« together with three Purwannahs, addreſſed to Rajub Ally Beg, Agieb Sing, and the Com- 


taken every precaution in caſe any tumult ſhould happen; but I may venture to ſay, there 1s - 


' 
1 
I 


7 | 
* * 
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two or three lacks of rupees. 


E 


Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAW N, dated the 16th of Rumzaun 1197, or 13 
| Auguſt, 1783. | 

The day before yeſterday you favoured me with a lift of perſons whom you nominated to . 
diſtricts of Buddawan and Shajehanpore, out of which I object to Zyne ul Abdine Cawn any 
Myre Imaun ut Dine. The characters of the ſaid perſons are well known. In regard to the 
other | have no objection. It is at your option to appoint whom you pleaſe. In caſe it is you; 
pleaſure even to appoint Zyne ul Abdine Cawn and Myre Imaun ut Dien, do it, though ] dif. 
approve. | | | | | 


I entertained hopes, that by the appointment of Raja Surut Sing to the office of Superin. 
tendent, his Highneſs's authority, and the regulation and arrangements of the diſtricts of Rohl. 
cund, late under Khauje Ein ud Dien, might have been eſtabliſhed. From the contents of the 


drafts of the Shokas which you prepared for the Aumils, the Raja will have the authority of 


making the aſſeſſments upon the crops; where then is the advantage of ſeparate Aumils? Th, 
old pernicious ſyſtem is confirmed, and, inſtead of Aumil, the office is denominated Superintendent, 
The province of Rohilcund is again to become the ſovereignty of a new Aumil, entruſted with the 


| ſole and unlimited power. In my opinion every Aumil, who may be appointed, ſhould have: 


ſeparate eſtabliſhment ; his Wajeb ul Arz ſhould ſeparately receive his Highneſs's ſign manuy, 
he ſhould be ſeparately reſponſible for the revenue, and anſwer for the peace and good order of hi; 
own diſtricts. _ _ 


The reaſon for Maha Raja Surut Sing's deputation, is owing to Rohilcund being a frontier and 
diſtant province, After the Raja ſhall have received from every Aumil his Wajeb ul Arz, and the 
accounts of his diſtricts, let him, after making his own inveſtigations, report upon them to the 
preſence, and whatever may be hereafter ordered, that he will do, 


As you repoſe entire confidence in the Raja's juſtice and integrity, let him be entruſted 


with authority to decide the diſputes of Aumils, Zemindars, and the Beiats, inhabitants of ther 


diſtricts, &c. concerning their boundaries, that every man may receive juſtice, and that in 
future Moſſaderra, according to the uſage of Thauja Ein ud Dien, may be totally abv- 


The troops ſhould be ſubject to the Raja's authority; —let him ſtation ſuch as are neceſſary 
with each Aumil, In like manner let him act with reſpect to the defence of Daranaghur, 
'The remainder of the troops ſhould remain with the Raja, that they may. be detached accord- 
ing to the neceſſity of the ſervice ; and that he ſhould, under no pretence, make levies  : 
troops, &c. except by orders from the Preſence. | ES. | 


I have wrote the drafts of the Shokahs which you have prepared, and the Raja's Wijeb 1 
Arz, on one ſide of the paper, and what I have ſuggeſted on the other, and incloſe them 
to you. In caſe two or three days be neceſſary to determine the arrangements, be pleaked | 


to addreſs a general order to all Khauja Ein ud Dien's Aumils to yield obedience. I have wit- 
ten you what has occurred to me; it is at your option to adopt it or not; and whatever plan jo . 


may reſolve upon, I am ready to give you my aſſiſtance in the execution. | 


The following is the liſt of perſons propoſed by Hyder Beg Cawn for Aumils, delivered by hin 
to the Refident, the 13th of Auguſt, 1783. . 


LIST of Perſons propoſed for Aumils of Buddawan and Shajehanpore.— Whatever may be ordert 
| | | ſhall be done. - f 


Every man is deſcribed according to my opinion of his abilities. What may happen upon tril 
is the teſt, | | | WE ; 


Aſhruff Cawn for Buddawan, provided the people be ſatisfied with him, 


T underſtand by the newſ-papers, that Azum Ally Cawn, the preſent Aumil of Buddawan 
&c. has the character of being attentive to the cultivation of the country, and the prolpen! 


payments. 


of the people. I am myſelf uninformed of his conduct as an Aumil, and punctuality of | 


Myree Wujjy ud Dien was formerly employed, and is capable of having charge of a count!) ö | 


| wr ber 


country of two lacks of rupees. 07 


ſure, be propoſed for him. 


The particulars are as follow : viz. | 


Shawjehanpore, under Abdal Rhaman. 
Poana, under Bugwunt Sing. | 
Caunt, under Myan Cottob ud Dine. 


lacks of rupees. 


SING. 


Agreeable to your Highneſs's orders, your 
two ſervants cheriſhed under your roof, and 
Writers of Government, are going to regulate 


the diſtricts of Barelly, &c. 


cord- | 
es « Be pleaſed to let Aumils be appointed from 
L the Preſence, we will not fail in any re- 
ſpe, . to the utmoſt of our abilities, in our 
eb u attention to the proſperity and cultivation of 
them the country, and will perform our duty as 
leaſed well-wiſhers. Hereafter, the Aumils are re- 
writ- ſponſible for the increaſe and decreaſe. We 
think it a higher honour to carry the flippers 


, 


of the Preſence, than to be inveſted with ſuba- 
darries. | 


Be pleaſed to let orders be iſſued to the 


us; and that it is at the Duwan's option, in 


| Caſes of diſobedience, to retain or diſmiſs the 
parties offending. . | 


Be pleaſed to let a warrant receive the Sign 
anual, granting us the ſame authorities, with 
reſpect to the entertaining troops, as Khauja 
Lin ud Dien. Excluſive of which, be pleaſed to 
inveſt us with powers of uſing the Sign Ma- 


nual in our diſcretion, according to the emer- 
gency of the ſervice. | | 


k The country belongs to the Government, and 
_ Aumils will be appointed to hold their 
0 rm Amaany, Be pleaſed to let the al- 

Wances on acco | 


Titers, and the eſtab]; Ry 
ceiye the Sign Maa 3 of Sebundy, re 
| Be 


Zyne ul Abdine Cawn was formerly employed. 


The Wajub ul Arz of MAHA RAJA SURUT 


troops ſtationed there, to good obedience to 
obedience to them, 


unt of Deputies, Accomptants, 


[ 227 ] 
Khauja Imaun Oolla Cawn was formerly employed, and is capable of having charge of a 


Mirza Goſtime was formerly employed, and is capable of having charge of a country of two lacks of 


Ray Surroop Sook Sing was formerly employed; for ſome time he held the office of Depu 
Cuſtom Maſter of Allahabad, and Deputy of the Talooke Futtypore, under Roy Curpa and Jeſput 
Roy. It does not ſignify if he be given an office of one lack of rupees, | 


Now let more or leſs, according to your plea- 


Myre Imaun Ally, capable of the charge of two lacks of rupees, 


Myre Imaun ud Dien was entruſted with the charge of a diſtrict of four or five lacks of rupees 
during the late Vizier's adminiſtration, Now let it be according to your pleaſure. 


The Zemindars are in charge of the Zylla Shawjehanpore, and pay the revenue well, 


4 


Myre Abdulla was formerly employed, and is capable of having charge of a country of two 


Obſervations by Mr, BRISTOW. 


I underſtand, from Raja Surut Sing's repre- 
ſentation, that the Aumils are reſponſible for 
the increaſe and decreaſe. It is therefore, in 
my opinion, proper they ſhould be inveſted 
with the authority in their reſpective diſtricts, 
and the Raja ſhould, according to the plan 
laid down in my addreſs to you, hold the office 
of Superintendent of the Aumils appointed to 


the diſtricts late under Khauja Ein ud Dien. 


Very proper, while they may remain with the 
Raja; when ſtationed with the Aumils, to yield 
In caſes of tumult or 
war, the Rajah may have authority to withdraw 
from the Aumils ſuch troops as the emergency 
may require. | | 


J am uninformed of the powers with which 
Khauja Ein ud Dien was inveſted. Be pleaſed to 
communicate them to me, and I will give you 
an anſwer on this article. 


Theſe concern the Aumils. Such as are re- 
quired will be paſſed in their Wajjib ul Arz. 
The Raja may have a ſeparate eſtabliſhment of 
the few officers which are neceſſary to aſſiſt 
him in the diſcharge of his duty. 


Relates 


[ 228 1 
| Relates to the Wajjeb ul Arz of the Aumil,, 


Be pleaſed to authorize, under the Sign Ma- 


nual, a remiſſion of the Beit, fees of Deputies, 
of Accomptants, and of Treaſurers deputed to 
the interior parts of the province, | 


Our expences will be much increaſed by our 
deputation. Be pleaſed to fix our ſalary under 
the Sign Manual. 


Be pleaſed to authorize, under the Sign Ma- 


nual, the family allowances of the Zemin- | 
dars or Saghadars, or petty Zemindars; the 


grants of money or land in daily charity, to 
perſons, under the heads of rooziinadar, re- 
miffions, and the charges of collection of the 


office of cuſtoms. 


We are Writers of Government. If Ma- 
homed Cazem ſhould treat us in the ſame man- 


ner he has done Khauja Ein ud Dien, we ſhould 


ſuffer great diſgrace. On this head as it may be 
ordered. Cn, 


Our honour and reputation are his Highneſs's 
gift _We hope they may be ever preſerved in 


your auſpicious view, 


DRAFT of a Shoka to MAHA RAJA SU- 


RUT SING, as propoſed by HYDER BEG 
CAWN. | | 


N. and M. having been appointed Aumils of 
the under-mentioned diſtricts, you will conduct 
the buſineſs with them ; and you will carefully 
ſuperintend the conduct of the ſeveral Aumils 
appointed to Barelly diſtricts, &c. You will 
adjuſt account receipts and balances of each 
Aumil, and tranſmit them to the Preſence, that 
the true ſtate of the country may be known, 
On account of the drought laſt year, the col- 
lections have fallen in balance. By the bleſ- 
ſing of God there will be no want of rain; and 
you will, in fixing the aſſeſſments, make ſuch 


an accurate inveſtigation as may ſecure the Go- 
vernment from loſs, and the people from op- 


preſſion, _ | 


DRAFT 


Depends on his Highneſs's favour. 


Relates to the Wajjeb ul Arz of the Aumils, | 


If Mirza Mahomed Cazem has failed in the 
difcharge of his duty, or ſhould interfere with 
the Raja, his conduct will be enquired into x 
the Preſence ; beſides which, he is independent 


of the Raja. | 


The office of Superintendent of Rohilcund i 


granted to you, and at the ſame time you ar 
continued in the Dewanny. 


DRAFT of a Sboka to MAHA RAJA $U. 
| Ne SING, as propoſed by Mr. BRIS. 


N. and M. having been appointed Aumils of 
the under- mentioned diſtricts, will proceed thi 
ther, and diligently and faithfully apply them- 
ſelves to the cultivation and improvement of 
their ſeveral diſtricts. Each Aumil will re- 
ceive a ſeparate Sunnud from the Preſence, and 
will be made reſponſible for the claims of Go- 
vernment, and the well-being of the inhabitants 
reſpectively.—— And we having further thought 
proper to appoint you, Maha Raja Surut ding, 
to be the General Superintendent of the if 
tricts lately under the management of Khaije 
Ein ud Dien, we direct that you procure from 
each Aumil a Wajjeb ul Arz, together with the | 
accounts of the tricts ; and having careful) 
examined them, in order to make yourſelf mal- 
ter of the actual ſtate. of the ſeveral diftrids 


you will report the reſult of your enquiries to 


us, and afterwards conform to ſuch | orders 3 
may be iſſued to you from the Preſence, * Again 
you will be careful to ſettle any diſputes or di- 
ferences ariſing among the Aumils on the fub- 
jects of their reſpective boundaries, and repo! 
your proceedings on this head to us. Tou wil 

forbid the impoſition of arbitrary taxes. 


The Mutteyienna eſtabliſhment will be und | 
your command ; and you will make it your bu- 
ſineſs to ſtation ſuch a force with each Aumi, 


as may be requiſite for preſerving peace 


good order throughout the country: You ® 
further appoint proper detachments to the Dr 
ranaghur, &c. frontier ſtations. Proviſion be. 
ing made for thoſe ſervices, the force we 
may remain with you, you will employ 28 oof: 


ſion may require; but you are on no prete 
| * 9 2 y | whatever 


DRAFT. of a Circular Letter to the Aumils 
of Rohilcund, as propoſed by HY DER BEG 


We have appointed you Aumil of 

diſtrict; and we have deputed our well-be- 
loved Maha Raja Surut wy. to the General 
Superintendence of the diſtrict of Barelly, &c. 
The Raja is our truſty Dewan, to whom you 


collections, you will communicate with the 
Raja, relative to the a; cg ep of your diſ- 
trict, which he will provide for; and in every 


failure on your part, in this reſpect, will be atten- 
ded with immediate ſuſpenſion. . | 
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whatever to augment your military eſtabliſh- 


will pay obedience ; and, having made your 


thing you will conform to his orders. Any 


ment without expreſs directions from the Pre- 


ſence. 


DRAFT of a Circular Letter to the Aumils 
9 as propoſed by Mr. BRIS- 


We have appointed and conſtituted you Au- 
mil of and we enjoin. you to 
attend faithfully and diligently to the cultiva- 
tion and improvement of your diſtrict, and 
to tranſmit to the Preſence, through Rajah 
Surut Sing, your Wajub ul Arz, in order to 
its receiving our ſignature. You will after- 
wards act in ſtrict obedience to it. We have 
further thought proper to appoint Rajah Surut 
Sing to the General Superintendence of the 
diſtricts late under the management of Khaja 
Ein ud Dien. We have given him the com- 
mand of the Mutteyurna, and he will receive 
from each Aumil his Wajub ul Arz ; and, 


having examined the accounts of the diſtrict, 


he will make his report to the Preſence; 
and to this end you are hereby directed to 
furniſh him with the above-mentioned papers 
and accounts; and you will make applica- 
tion for ſuch military force, as may be re- 
quired for the preſervation of peace and or- 


der within your diſtrict, to the Raja, who will 


furniſh them regularly, agreeably to the orders 
of the Preſence. In caſe any diſputes or dif- 


ferences ſhould . ariſe with the other Aumils 


or Zemindars, on the ſubject of your reſpec- 
tive frontiers, you will ſubmit them to the 
decifion of the Raja; to whom alſo you will 
communicate, from time to time, the oc- 
currences of your diſtrict, keeping always in 
remembrance the ſituation of the Raja, as 
General Superintendent of the diſtrits late 
under the management of Khauja Ein ud Dien; 
you will attend ſtrictly to his advice and 
counſel, as being for the good of the public. 


His report of your conduct in this particular will 
have great weight with us. f 


1 — . ä n 


them, in the way 
ZOOr, was a reque 


[From HYDER BEG 'CAWN to Mr. .BRISTOW, in Reply; dated the 16th Rumzaun 
8 1197, or 15th Auguſt 1783. i SE 


I have had the honour to receive your letter; and-I have ſent an anſwer, in gentry to 
your orders, to Raja Surut Sing, on the ſubject of his Wajjel ul Arz, &. The Wajjeb ul 
Arz, and the draft of the circular letters, were not mine, but the Raja's ; and 1 preſented them 
to you, the rough draft, and without ſignature, that I might afterwards act, with reſpect to 
ou ſhould command: That the Aumils ſhould be appointed from the Huz- 
of Raja Surut Sing. The orders of the ſuperior lords are two-fold : In 


ine one inſtance, conforming to ancient uſage; in the other, cauſing ancient uſage to ſubſcribe 


their will. 
ample 


Surut Sing, of the ſecond. 


Vor. III. 


MM m m 


The cuſtom of this Government, which has exiſted ſixty-five years, is an ex- 
of the firſt; the orders which, in conformity to your plan and directions, I now ſend Raja 


To are pleaſed to obſerve, that I have the utmoſt reliance upon the juſtice and integrity of the 


Raja 


— — i : _ — > 
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Maha Rajah Surut Sing is the Dewaun of this Government. During the reign of the 
Nabob, and after the acceſſion of his Highneſs, when you, Sir, were here before, he Was Auni a 
Rohilcund. You will be pleaſed, Sir, fo far only to rely upon him, as you ſhall think he merits your 
confidence. | | | 


On the ſubject of the Aumils ftill remaining to be appointed, and upon other affairs, I ſhall hay 

the honour to confer with you perſonally, and receive your commands. You were pleaſed to order 

a circular letter to the Aumils late under the ſuperintendence of Khauja Ein ud Dien. On thi Th 
ject you will oblige me by directing a draft to be prepared, that I may cauſe the letters to be writ, 

_ agreeable to it. | CY 13 ed len 


* 4 
| 


Fd 


Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN ; dated the 17th Rumzaun 1197, or 166 
6: 3 8 Auguſt, 1783. he 7 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter of the 15th inſtant, in reply to mine | 
the ſubject of the appointment of Rajah Surut Sing to be Superintendent of the diſtricts late under ty 
management of Khauja Ein ud Dien. Whatever ſuggeſted itſelf to me as advantageous to Gy. 
vernment, I communicate it to you without reſerve. I gave no orders: The meaſure re; 
ſolely with you, Sir: You will carry it into execution, or not, as you may ſee fit; and whenever 
you ſhall have come to a final reſolution on this matter, I ſhall be ready to afford you any afliſtan | 


depending upon me. 


HYDER BEG CAWN to Mr. BRISTOW, in Reply; dated 17th Rumzaun 1197, or 166 
e 1 Auguſt, 1783. | 


J have kad the bende to receive your letter. I am obedient and ſubmiſſive; I cannot make 


leaſt objection to the execution of any order, on any ſubje& you may pleaſe to iſſue, With reſped 
to Raja Surut Sing, I will wait upon you with the plan, and receive and conform to your command 


concerning it. 


COPY of a Letter from Major COOK to Mr. BRISTOW, dated Barelly, 13th Auguſt, 1555 


Permit me to acquaint you, by the intelligence I hourly receive, that the country ſeems in 
perfect tranquillity regarding the Khauja's being detained, He (the Khauja) is encamped nen 
my tent, at my requeſting, indeed I may ſay my inſiſting on it; by that means I have ny 
forces collected together in caſe of an alarm. All perſons are permitted to attend him, and 
the | buſineſs of the country is carried on by him as* uſual; at the ſame time I cannot but 
obſerve, as I have not put a guard over his perſon till I receive inſtructions for that purpol, 
for fear it might put a ſtop to all public buſineſs within his province, and prove detrimental u 
the ſervice. —l have a chain of centries during the night, and permit no perſon to come or g 
from his tents after ten o'clock; and make it a practice to ſend (ſeemingly as a compliment t 
him) ſeveral times during the day to know how he is, alſo juſt before I go to bed. Still, bs} 

tents being ſurrounded with walls gives me great uneaſineſs, for fear of his making his eſes 
though I watch him cloſely. I forgot to inform you, in my laſt letter, that T have been made 
underſtand, if I would permit him (the Khauja) his liberty at large, a ſum would be depoſited to m 
as ſecurity for his appearance at any time; which I declined. . 5 Y 


True copies and tranſlations. | . 
| p JOHN BRISTOW, _© 
| Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


True copies of papers | WM. COWPER, Aſfſtal. 
received from Mr. Briſtow. | ö 


E. Hay, | | Bo bf | | 
Acting Secretary to the Secret Department. 


col 


[231 2 


| C O N S UL. T A T I O N, 29th September, 1783. 


T* Governor General delivers in the following minute, containing his obſervations on Mr. 


Briſtow's letter and defence. : HEE 
rder | | | | | N : 
ſub- It is with grear regret that he offers a compoſition of ſuch unuſual length for a place in the 
ten conſultations. It was written with a ſtronger regret, operating as a diſcouragement on his mind, 


and no leſs morti fication, from the reflection of the incongruity of ſuch a drudgery with the cares 
and functions which ought to be the occupation of the perſon filling up a ſtation ſo important as 
that which he holds, had he the power of attending to the firſt, or diſcharging the latter. He ſo- 
emnly declares, that the 2 of this Government are not in his hands, nor exerciſed by the 
principles which he profeſſes. Diſarmed of the means of averting, by an inſtant and decided act 

of authority, the evils which he has long ſince ſeen impending on the Britiſh character and intereſts, 
he has devoted himſelf to the labour of diſplaying them for the view of higher authorities, on whoſe 
wiſdom and juſtice he ages depends for their due retribution, if this repreſentation ſhall arrive 
too late to produce the remedy which he hopes to derive from it.— The ruin of a great dominion, 
the open violation of juſtice and public faith, the contempt reflected on this Government from its 
repreſentation, and reproach from the acts done under its authority, merited at leaſt the labour of 
a few days for the production of the only reſource which remained for their removal, even from 
the firſt and executive member of the conſtitution, if they have not interfered with more urgent 
calls of his duty. To him it has been a ſacrifice of a length of time, which he reviews with pain. 
—He foreſees the conſequences to which it may lead, in the long interval which muſt precede its ef- 
fects, but is prepared to meet them; and whatever may happen of the events which he dreads in 
- the train of affairs now ſubſiſting, he ſhall at leaſt receive this conſolation under them, that he 
uſed his utmoſt exertions to prevent them, and that in the annals of the nations of India which 


0 have been ſubjected to the Britiſh dominion, he ſhall not be numbered among their oppreſſors. 

i ie (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
ke the ys | bY | Fe 
reſpect | 
mand Governor General. 


It would have been unjuſt to have preſcribed to Mr. Briſtow, either the mode or bounds of his 
defence. I ſhall aſſume the ſame privilege in my examination of it, and by throwing aſide all the 
extraneous ſubjects, reaſonings of difficult or unimportant application, profeſſions: of integrity, and 
ſounding declamation, which make up the bulk of the compoſition, endeavour to comprize all that 
is eſſer. tial of the general ſubject in the following remarks» . | | 


On the 21ſt of April 1 laid before the Board two letters from the Nabob Vizier, and three 


ed nen from his Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, all filled with various complaints of the conduct of Mr. Briſ- 
ave m tow, the Reſident of this Government at the Court of the Nabob Vizier; as the conſtitutional chan- 
m, nel of all political correſpondence I had no option, had I been ſo inclined, to ſuppreſs them. They 
not but were as much the concern of the other Members of the Board as my own; but as they perſonally 
purpok, regarded an individual highly patronized, and then recently withdrawn from that dependance on 
ental v my own authority, with which I had endeavoured to accommodate my ſubmiſſion to the orders of 
e of 50 the Court of Directors in his appointment to the ſtation which he held, I foreſaw at once all the 


Ufficulties of the part which I had to act, both with reſpect to my immediate colleagues in office, 
and my ſuperiors at home.—Under this impreffion I imparted the ſubje& with much delicacy to 
the other Members of the Board, but thought I ſaw in its reception a temper that boded little eaſe 
to my ron in the proſecution of the charges, or juſtice in the termination of it.— The Gentle- 
men of the Board muſt not be. offended at this declaration; I mean not to allude to what paſſed 
when we were in private at the firſt communication of the complaints, but to the firſt minutes which 
were delivered upon them on the 19th and 22d of the month following. had ſuffered all the inter- 
mediate delay, from a fear of irritation; and on the 19th of May I ſimply moved that the charges 
ſhould be tranſmitted to Mr. Briſtow, with orders to revoke all appointments made by him un- 
6 the Government of the_ Nabob Vizier, and not appertaining to the duties and rights of his 
ce, | | | 7 LA 

at this queſtion the Members of the Board entered their ſeparate opinions, agreeing to tranſmit 
the charges of Mr. Briſtow's defence; but objecting to any other conſequent act until he ſhould 
"Ve replied to them, as it appeared that he had not exceeded his inſtructions, and that the com- 
5% were founded on intereſted motives. Mr. Macpherſon added to his opinion a propoſal, that 
enmilar charges ſhould be drawn againſt Meſſrs. Middleton and Johnſon, on which the Board had 
deen partly induced to remove thoſe Gentlemen from the truſt ſince committed to Mr. Briſtow; and 
e with a deciſion which ſeemed to preclude the neceſſity of any enquiry whatever, deli- 
red it as his opinion, that, & in juſtice and candour to the Nabob Vizier and his COTA; 5 

| | Es oard 
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« Board ought explicitly to declare, that they could not on any account comply with the Vizier's = 
c queſt, to grant him diſcretional powers over his country, whilſt ſuch heavy debts remained due 
eto the Company. —I was ſilent, and the debate briefly cloſed without any reſolution follow. 


On the 22d of May I laid before the Board another letter from Hyder Beg Cawn, with narrative, 
of converſations held between him and Mr. Briſtow. I recapitulated what had paſſed with relation 
to the former 4 * remarked on the minutes of the preceding Council, and renewed the fame 
queſtion, which had been left undetermined. The other Members entered their opinions, which 
| amounted to a reſolution, formally paſſed, to ſend to Mr. Briſtow the charges, but not to revoke the 
appointments which he had made.—l proteſted ; declared the inſtructions to be annulled which [ 
| had given to Mr. Briſtow, and which had been pronounced a valid authority for his acts; je. 
quiring the other Members to form other rules for his conduct more conſonant to their own prin. 
ciples. 18 2 A 
In the mean time Mr. Briſtow having intimation of the firſt complaints againſt him, which had 
been laid before the Board on the 21ſt of April, addreſſed a letter to the Board, dated the 13th f 
May, and filled with genera] complaints againft Hyder Beg Cawn, and a ſpecific charge of wing 
impeded his endeavours to eſtabliſn a new plan, which he had formed for the adminiſtration df 

juſtice for the city of Lucknow and the dominions of Oude. This letter was received on the 
29th of May, but the Board properly agreed to ſuſpend the conſideration of it till the receipt of his 
reply to the charges which had been preferred againſt him, and theſe were accordingly tranſmitted to 
him in a letter of that date, which was more than five weeks after their firſt delivery, 


1 ſhall detain the narrative in this place but to make one brief obſervation of the difference of 
Mr. Macpherſon's behaviour on this, from that which he ſhewed on a former occaſion, not vety 
diffimilar :—When Mr, Johnſon, acting in the place of Mr. Middleton, was accuſed of having ap- 
pointed Aumils or Collectors over the lands aſſigned by the Nabob Vizier for the payment of the 
Company's balance and growing debt, and of having aſſumed other acts of authority which apper. 
tained ſolely to the regular adminiſtration of the Nabob V izier, I moved the Board to order his im- 
| mediate recall, deeming it improper to expoſe a whole province to diſorder, and the credit of the En- 
gliſh name to imputation, through a principle of delicacy to an individual, who might have time and 
freedom allowed for his defence, and, if innocent, might be both effectually acquitted by an aft 
paſſed at a remote period of time, and receive full compenſation by appointment to an equal or 
higher poſt of credit. I well remember with what promptneſs theſe ſentiments were adopted by 
Mr. Macpherſon. My motion was delivered on the 7th of September, in a written meſſage to the 
Board, dictated from my bed, to which I was confined 5 ſevere indiſpoſition. It paſſed unani- 
mouſly on the ſame 57 with orders correſponding to Mr. Middleton the Reſident, announcing Mr, 
Johnſon's recall; to Mr. Johnſon, requiring his departure within 48 hours, on pain of arreſt; and 
to Colonel Morgan, the commanding officer at Cawnpoor, commanding him to ſend Mr. Johnſon a 
priſoner to Calcutta, if he exceeded the time preſcribed, Little more ceremony was obſerved to- 
wards Mr. Middleton, whoſe imputed miſconduct was the cauſe of his remoyal, though a ſerupulous 
attention to the orders of the Court of Directors was the ground of Mr. Briſtow's appointment to 
ſucceed him. Theſe were offices of my own nomination, and how favoured and fupported by me, 
while their conduct appeared to merit it, the world well knows. When I ſaw cauſe to change my 
opinion of them, and thought their continuance in office of a pernicious tendency to the Com- 
pany's interefts, I moved, and Mr. Macpherſon gave his moſt hearty and unqualified voice, for 
their diſmiſſion, without allowing them an hour of grace for defence, or even for à reply. But 
when Mr. Briſtow ſtood charged with the ſame acts, and other accumulated offences, Mr, Ma 
ſon, the patron of Mr. Briſtow, recommended that, on a principle of common juſtice; he ſhould be 
heard on his defence; diſcredited the authority of the Miniſter, which had divulged them; and int. 
mated, I am ſure not on a principle of common juſtice, that, during the proceſs of the enquiry, Mr. 
Briſtow's authority ſhould be rendered effectual, that is abſolute, and the Miniſter's of courſe anni. 
lated ; yet the Miniſter's was the fame authority, and the chief, if not only authority, on which Mr. 
Johnſon was removed, though that of the Nabob Vizier is added to the accuſation of Mr, Briſtow, 
and both his oath and his Miniſter's tendered in ſupport of them. „ OY OR RIO 


4 5 io e 
That I may not be charged with a miſconſtruction of Mr. Macpherſon's words, I will ſubjon 
them, in the following extract of his minute: | 


« It is my opinion, upon a principle of common juſtice, as well as from a regard to the Com- 
<« pany's regulations, that copies of the. Vizier's letters, and of thoſe of Hyder Beg Cawn, con. 
„ taining complaints againſt Mr. Briſtow, ſhould be immediately ſent to him for his informatos 
« and to prepare his defence againſt the complaints.“ „And as the Reſident is now under 


« heavy accuſations, probably for a neceſſary exerciſe of that power (the power of checking 


« influence of the Miniſter) ſo it is evident that our Government will ſtand in ſuſpence, if owe 
: | | e WWW 


I 
à rendered & effectual at the Court of Owd, during theſe contentions between the acting Miniſter 
« and our Reſident.” | | | | | 


On the 23d of June the Board received a letter from Mr. Briſtow, dated the 13th, and acknow- 
ledged the receipt of the Board's orders of the 29th, with a promiſe of a ſpeedy reply, and a decla- 
matory recrimination of Hyder Beg Cawn. 


The promiſe contained in this letter remaining unperformed on the 24th of July, I complained to 
the Board of this diſreſpect ſhewn to their 1 and, on the next Council day following, which 
was the 28th, I moved, That Mr. Briſtow, for diſreſpe& to the Board, and diſobedience of the 
« orders written to him by the Board, on the 29th of May, and acknowledged by him on the 1 3th of 
« Tune, in having to that time avoided or neglected to apply to the ſame, ſhould be removed and 
« recalled from his ſtation and office at Lucknow.” 


] alſo moved, © That as the Nabob of Owd, in his letter received on the 7th of April laſt, and 
« laid before the Board on the 21ſt of the ſame month, had defired that Meſſrs. Briſtow and Cowper, 
« the actual Reſident and Deputy appointed for the tranſaction of the Company's affairs at his 
« Court, might be recalled from thence, and that he might be allowed the exerciſe of diſcretional 
« power for the management of his country, and the payment of the Company's money or debt ; and 
« had engaged, that on theſe conditions he ſhould pay the full amount of whatever ſhould be due to 
« the Company, both of the paſt and growing debt, in ſuch manner as the Board ſhould preſcribe 
« that the office of Reſident at the Court of the Nabob of Owd, with that of the Deputy and other 
« ſubordinate parts of the ſame eſtabliſhment, excepting the office of Accomptant, ſhould be diſ- 
« ſolved, and the Nabob of Owd, and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, made jointly reſponſible, ac- 
« cording to the terms of their letters, as ſet forth in the extracts ſubjoined to my minute, for the 
« payment of the ſums due to the Company for the preſent and enſuing year Fuſſulee, ending in 
September 1784.“ N 8 


Mr. Macpherſon being prevented by ſickneſs from attending at the Board, it was propoſed, and 
J yielded, to defer the deciſion of my queſtion to the next meeting. 


It muſt be remarked that, on the 7th of July, the Board received a letter from Mr. Briſtow dated 

the 23d June, mentioning that he had been ſick, and confined to his bed ſince the 25th of the 
fame month; and this was pleaded as an excuſe for his not having yet replied to the Board's com- 

mands of the 29th of May: And on the 28th of July the Secretary informed the Board that he had 

| received another letter from him, dated the 16th, repeating the ſame excuſe, with a promiſe that his 

| reply ſhould follow on the morrow, or next day at furtheſt. : 


both the terms of it. I was a little ſurpriſed to find ſomething like an accuſation brought againſt 
myſelf by Mr. Wheler, in an obſervation made by him in a minute produced at the Board, ſtating, 
« that it was improper to ſhift the ground of the original charges to diſreſpect; adding, that 
© this was of all others the moſt improper time to leave the Nabob and the Company to 
© the mercy of his Miniſters.” | | ED | | 


I think the remark uncandid. Nine weeks had now paſſed ſince the Board had tranſmitted 
to Mr. Briftow a ſeries of accuſations amounting to the general charge of his having uſurped 
the ſovereign authority of the Subahſhip of Owd, and required his anſwer to them. —Under a 
pretext of a few days of ſickneſs he had evaded the reply, and it yet remained a doubt whether he 
meant to make one. From the rumours which had ariſen in the intermediate time, of approach- 
ing changes in this Government, and the advantage which Mr. Briſtow was ſaid in his im- 
pated converſations with Hyder Beg Cawn to have made of them, I did believe, and do believe, that 
is object in the delay was princi ally to allow time for the rumours, if true, to be verified by their 
effect, and the enquiry, or the feverity of it at leaſt, precluded by my removal from the Go- 
ernment ; though it might ſerve for another purpoſe, which I ſhall ſpeak of hereafter. It is certain 
that a ſufficient time had paſſed for Mr. Briſtow to have made his defence, and for the Board 
to have received it, had his ſickneſs been ſuch as he repreſented it. In the mean time he retained 
the powers which he had uſurped ; the credit of his influence was eſtabliſhed, to the diſcouragement 
| doth of oppoſition, and of any evidence which might have been produced againſt him; he was in 
Polleſtion of the privilege, which forbids that a man accuſed ſhall be condemned unheard, with 
Powerful advocates to maintain it; for even in the debates of this day, it was aſſerted in his 


- find, on comparing this extract with the original minute, that the word efe&ual has been errone - 
ouſly written for ineffetual, which is the term uſed in the latter. As my obſervation applied immedi- 
ately to the word efeftual, I cannot now change it, and this note will ſerve to do juſtice to the text; 
oe will it affect the fidelity of my obſervation, the meaning of both words being conſtructively the 
— for Mr. Briſtow had required the removal of Hyder Beg Cawn, on the plea that he ſhould be 
the to diſchar e the duties of his ſtation effectually without it, and Mr. Macpherſon's repetition of 
* <a 18 an implication of the ſame concluſion, or it ſtands for nothing. | 

OL, III. Nnn favour, 


On. the 31ſt July the Board being fully aſſembled, paſſed a decided negative on my queſtion in 


- — 
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favdur, and on the ſtrength of it he might maintain his ground unmoleſted to any indefinite pe. 


country and my dwelling are yours. I have on all occaſions ſtudied your pleaſure, and the 
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riod. I have underſtood it to be in many caſes a maxim of law, that if a man accuſed before a _ 


+ tribunal competent for his trial ſhall refuſe to plead to the accuſation, his refuſal ſhall be x. 


ſumed to be equivalent to conviction : It is certainly contumacy, and as ſuch, applied to the 
occaſion and conſequences of it, it merited both the puniſhment of the offender, and that remedy 
for the public diſorders attendant on it which the Board could apply; and theſe were the united 
principles and objects of my queſtion. Was this a ſhifting of the original charges? or when 
theſe were evaded, and the only alternative which remained was, either to let a criminal eſe 
with impunity, and deride the authority which had called on him for his defence; or to pro. 
ceed to judgment againſt him was it not ſtrictly regular in me to propoſe the latter, and thus, by 
a decided a> of Government, to remove at once both the evil and its author | 
Mr. Macpherſon's objections to the queſtion were, that he could not condemn Mr. Briſtow un. 
convicted; that Mr. Briſtow had been fick, and might have had other reaſons for the delay ; that 


he could not conſent to the abolition of the Reſidency, and © leaving to the Vizier and his Miniſter 


ce the powers which they required,” —without full ſecurity for the Company's intereſts, and the peace 
cc of our frontiers ;*” gr a ſuggeſtion, which I do not well comprehend, relating to the re-eſta. 
bliſhment of the French in India, 


I ſhall only take notice of that part of his minute which relates to Mr. Briſtow's plea of fick- 
neſs. —I am impelled by a ſenſe of duty, ſuperior to the conſideration of perſonal tenderneſs, to 
declare, that the plea, even in the terms of it, is inadmiſſible, and that I believe it to be almoſt 
wholly without foundation. Mr. Briſtow acknowledged the receipt of the charges in a letter 
dated the 13th of June.—-On the 23d of June he wrote to the Board, that he had been ſick, and 
confined to his bed ſince the 20th, that is little more than two days; and on the 16th of July he 
wrote to the Secretary, that his indiſpoſition had prevented him.—Surely his indiſpoſition was not 
ſo violent in all that long period, but that, with the acknowledged benefit of one entire week 
of health, he might have found intervals of eaſe to finiſh that part of his defence which required 


his perſonal labour; for, abſtracted from the copies of the original papers with which he has 


connected it, and which were the work of his official aſſiſtants, his defence alone might, in the 
judgment of any unbiaſſed reader, be rated as the compoſition of a very few 2 ex- 
preſſion of Mr. Briſtow's letter to the Secretary does not convey the idea of ſevere ſickneſs; and! 
am glad of it, becauſe | am morally certain that his ſickneſs, whatever it was, was not of ſuch a 
kind as to ſerve for the excuſe to which he has applied it. I will give my reaſon for this conclu- 
fion :—When Mr. Briſtow's laſt plea arrived, I aſked Raja Gobind Ram, the Vakeel of the Nabob 
Vizier, whether he had heard that Mr. Briſtow was very ill ? He anſwered me with ſuch an air and 
tone of voice as uſually accompany the expreſſion of common information, that he had not; and 
that if Mr. Briſtow had been very ill, he ſhould ſurely have known it.— As my reply ſeemed to mark 
a doubt of his being truly informed, he brought me, I believe the next day, an extract of a letter 
from his correſpondent at Lucknow, which adviſed him of a ſlight diſorder with which Mr. 
Briſtow appeared to have been affected in February or March laſt ; inferring from thence, that if 


Mr. Briſtow had been ſeriouſly ill at a later period, his correſpondent could not have failed to inform 


him of it, which he had not done. Let not Rajah Gobind Ram be the object of diſpleaſure to any 
one for the uſe which I have made of his evidence; for to this hour he knows not the purpoſe 
for which it was exacted, nor has, I am certain, a ſuſpicion, that in a plain anſwer to an unimpor- 
tant queſtion, he was furniſhing an argument of perſonal conſequence to the Gentleman to whom 

it related. | "> | 


On the 11th of Auguſt Mr. Briſtow's long· expected defence arrived, with a letter, dated the 
30th of July. | | | ” 


It may not be unuſeful, in this place, to recur to the documents which contain the charges 
againſt him: Theſe will be found at large in the Nabob Vizier's letters, and in the letters and 
other papers of his Miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn, which were entered in the Conſultations of tic 
21ſt of April, and 22d of May. Thoſe of the Nabob V izier I ſhall here enter at large, referring for 
the others to the places in which they regularly ſtand, and to Mr. Briſtow's tranſcript of them, au- 


nexed to his defence. 


— 


From the NABOB VIZ IkR to the GOVERNOR GENERAL, Letter the iſt: Receie 


the 28th March 1783. 


Uſual introduction. = e | — 
From the commencement of the friendſhip between the late Nuvvaub and you, and the Gente · 
men of the Council, on this ſide there has been no deficiency. In conſequence of the interchanF 


of turbans between you and the Jate Nuvvaub, I look up to you as the brother of my father. = 


e faction 


1 


faction of the Gentlemen of the Council you on your part have ſtill ated with the duties of friend - 
ſhip and affection, and J feel and acknowledge the obligation. 


The diſpoſition and conduct of Mr. Briſtow were formerly known to you. You lately wrote to 
me, that having included him in the number of your choſen and ſelect friends, you had ſent him 
here; and Major Palmer, agreeable to inſtructions from you, returned from Cawnpore to Lucknow 


to adviſe and encourage me. This he did, recommending attention and regard to the inclination 
and ſatisfaction of Mr. Briſtow. | 


Mr. Briſtow, at his firſt interview, aſſumed the diſguiſe of affability and kindneſs. His firſt propo- 
{al was, that I ſhould entruſt him with the management of my houſehold : If I would, he faid, he 
would conduct the buſineſs of that department in ſuch a manner as would give infinite ſatisfaction.— 
| replied, that for the intereſt of the Company's Sircar he had full public powers, and that I ap- 
proved of them from my heart, as the means of confirming and ſtrengthening the friendſhip be- 
tween the Company and me, and that I might comply with every thing he might propoſe for the 
benefit of the Company's Sircar; but that in my houſehold concerns there was not any thing of 
ſuch importance as to render it neceſſary to trouble him. | 


In a few days he aſſumed a line of conduct correſpondent to his diſpoſition—to attempt a par- 
ticular and minute account of it would be vain and fruitleſs. Not one circumſtance which could 
be productive of indignity, contempt, or the annihilation of my authority, has he left unperformed. 
Shoccahs reſpecting the Oh. ey and other matters he has cauſed to be written through Hyder Beg 
Khan, without my knowledge; he has ſent a Suzzawul to Furruckabad contrary to my inclinations ; 
and is preparing to ſend Suzzawuls to other places. He has ſtrictly forbid my Minifters from writ- 
ing to you on the ſtate of things, declaring that if any preſumed to write a ſingle circumſtance of | 
the tranſactions here to Calcutta, he would call them to a ſevere account. He ſent a meſſage to me 
directing me to appoint a Treaſurer and Comptroller of his chuſing; that the monies from the 
Mahalauts * aſſigned for the expence of my houſehold eſtabliſhments and domeſtics ſhould be paid 
in to the above-mentioned Treaſurer and Comptroller, and kept in a ſeparate houſe allotted to that 
purpoſe—that people ſent by him ſhould be ſtationed there for its protection, and that what was ne- 
ceſſary ſhould be expended with his knowlege and under his direction. | 


I replied, that every one throughout the whole empire, from the higheſt to the loweſt, had the 
direction of his Tad $33 Brpy eſtabliſhments and domeſtics : and deſired to know whether he 

would deprive me of that authority alſo. He anſwered, that ſuch were the orders of the Gentle 

men of the Council, and he would execute them. I repreſented to him, in the moſt earneſt and for- 

ible terms, by meſſage, that this meaſure would be of no benefit to him, but that it would cover 

me with indignity and diſhonour in the eyes of all mankind ; that it would be ſaid, the Nuvvaub 

Vizier was ſo completely diveſted of all power and authority, that by the appointment of a Trea- 
ſurer and Comptroller, he had no longer any command over his own houſehold eſtabliſhment and 

domeſtic ſervants. This meſſage had no effect: He came to viſit me, and aſked why I enter- 

tained apprehenſions from the appointment of a Treaſurer and Comptroller ; that he propoſed it 

with a view to the regulation of my affairs: (He had ſaid, at firſt, that neither he nor Hyder 

Beg ſhould have any concern in the appointments of the Treaſurer and Comptroller, but that I 

ſhould appoint whom I thought proper) I replied, that the appointments of Treaſurer and Comp- 
troller of my houſehold would be a diſgrace to me: After that he propoſed, that I 9 55 ſhould 
take upon me the management of all my affairs, and that the Minifters ſhould be diſmiſſed, As I 

knew that this propoſal for the diſmiſſion of the Miniſters was made with a ſecret view to the full 

eſtabliſhment of his own authority, in. order to ſound his intentions I obſerved, that in the time of 
Moktaur ul Dowlah ſimilar converſations had paſſed between us, and that when I wanted to do it 
he himſelf protected him. He replied, that I might now do what I thought proper with reſpect to 

the Miniſters, that he would give it under his hand and ſeal, that they ſhould not receive protection 
either from him or from the 3 of the Council. I ſaid, that the Miniſters had hitherto com- 

mitted no crime worthy of diſmiſſion; but that I wiſhed he would give up the intended appointments 

of Comptroller and Treaſurer. He replied, that he had orders to that purport, and that it was not 
in his power, Here the converſation ended. | 


Apain he repeated his meſſage for the appointment of the Treaſurer and Comptroller ; I ſaid, in 
anſwer, that the Jagheers of my parents, my relations, my friends, and my officers, were all ſe- 
queſtered, that they had no means of ſubſiſtence, and that it was my wiſh to admit them all to a 
participation in. the little which remained to me, but that he would not permit even that; that he 
inrew a cord about my neck to prevent my eating my morſel in eaſe and comfort ; that the miſeries 
of my friends, relations, and Jagheerdars, filled me with the deepeſt diſtreſs ; to that he added theſe 
diſquietudes: And I intreated him for God's ſake to leave me at reſt. | 


Aſſigned lands. 


He 
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le again viſited me in perſon, ſaying, © I deſire you to appoint a Treaſurer and Comptroller 
© Highneſs refuſes to acquieſce. To- day I tell 2 plainly, that my orders are peremptory ; that 
% whether you may be pleaſed or diſpleaſed, I will at all events appoint a Comptroller and a Tia 
« ſurer, will call in the money from the Jauidauds t, and will iſſue it under my own authority for 
« the expences of 700 houſehold.” I replied, * Whatever you may propoſe for the benefit of the Som 
« pany's Sircar, Lam ready to acquieſce; but to an arrangement of my houſehold, ſo diſgracefuſ 
« and pernicious, I alſo will never agree: I will not conſent to be deprived of my proper authori 
« and to receive from your hand the ſubſiſtence for my domeſtic ſervants, and the animals of Pl 
cc houſehold.” “ If your orders are peremptory, give to me a copy of the orders of the Gentlemen 
cc of the Council-—My ſeal is forthcoming, I will ſend it to you, and you may do by violence 
« whatever you may think proper.—I will ſhut up the doors of my houſe—there I will fit, and 
c ſeclude myſelf from all ſociety.” He replied, it was well—he would give me a written Copy of 
the orders from the Gentlemen of the Council, I might ſend my ſeal: 1 

cute the meaſure.— He then roſe, and retired. | DAFT TE 


For two days repeatedly I ſent my ſeal to him by the Mowlavee, that he might do whatever he 


thought proper; and then he ſaid, that if I would not affix my ſeal voluntarily, my ſeal was unneceſ. 
fary : He would ſend letters under his own ſeal, and would himſelf appoint a Treaſurer ; to which 
I returned no anſwer. Accordingly the Tunhaw monies which came in he delivered to Mr. Cop 


per, and Mr. Cowper appointed a man named Dechait to the office of Treaſurex. 


Whatever he chuſes to have written to any one, he cauſes drafts of the ſhoccahs to be made 
out by his own Moonſhee, and ſends them by Sheikh Shuffee Ullah. Sheikh Shuffee Ullah's Khid. 
mutgar cauſes them to be written by my Moonſhee ; and having cauſed my ſeal alfo to be affixed to 


them, carries them away. Hence you may form a judgment of the extent of my authority, and of 


that of my Miniſters. : 


He brought forward and carried into execution a reduction of the troops, and that too without 
conſulting. me even as a common Sirriſhtehdar . He threatens my Miniſters, telling them to act 
as he directs, otherwiſe he will cauſe them to be turned out of their offices. The Miniſters, in- 
fluenced by the terrors of this menace, obey him; and this he conſtrues into the management 
of affairs with the advice and approbation of the Miniſters of my Sircar. © oa 


The whole city, and many of the Gentlemen here, are acquainted with the indignities I ſuffer, 
My ſituation, my friend, although I am every way devoted to your pleaſure, is wretched beyond 
meaſure. My friends and my relations, the 3 and the officers of my Government, are 
ſtarving. By 8 inform yourſelf of the actual ſituations of theſe people. Such is my own 
condition, that Mr. Briſtow throttles me, as it were, in order to force the morſel from my mouth. 


I am made wretched to extreme by this conduct of Mr. Briſtow. If you will give me leave, and 
write to me to that purport, I will come to you, Allow me not to be rendered contemptible in this 
country, where we have lived for three * in honour and proſperity. I will come to you, 
and I will make no complaints; either do this, or deliver me from the hand of this man. I am de- 
voted to your pleaſure: I will not object to any thing. Whatever you may direct, agreeably to 
that I will act. If you are ſolicitous to promote my proſperity, confer upon me diſcretional power 
over my own country, and for the payment of the monies to the Company. By heaping theſe miſeries 
and indignities upon me, Mr. Briſtow'has engaged for the payment of certain ſums, After obtain- 
ing a perfe& knowledge of my ſituation, whatever may be the mode on which you ſhall determine, 
be pleaſed to inform me thereof, and I will cauſe the monies to be paid to you through the hands 


of my Miniſters. If any deficiency of default of payment ſhall ariſe, do, on the inſtant, whatever 


you ſhall think proper. In freeing me from theſe indignities, you will procure a laſting reputation 
to yourſelf, | | ns . FE es, | 


$a | Concludes as uſual. 


P. S. In the Nuvvaub Vizier's own hand. 


My diſtreſſes, my friend, exceed all bounds. This is the time for kindneſs and generous al- 
fection. I entreat that I may either obtain my requeſt, or that you will call me to you. 


+ Literally aſſets. It here means aſſignments, 
* Head of an office, | 


e would at all events exe. 
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GOVERNOR GENERAL, Second Letter : Received 
the 7th April 1783. 8 


1 have 7 7 informed you fully of the perſecutions and indignities I have ſuffered from the 


hands of Mr. 


riſtow. The contumely and deprivation of authority which I experience at his 


hands, Are redoubled _ I am every way diſpoſed to fulfil your pleaſure. The payment of 


the Company's demands I conſider as an o 
in preference to every other appropriation. 


bject ſuperior to all others, and wiſh to diſcharge them 


] entreat you, by enquiry to make yourſelf acquainted with the conduct of Mr. Briſtow. The 
meaſures on which he has determined, and which he is carrying into execution, cannot, I am cer- 
tain, correſpond with your ſentiments and intentions towards me, or with thoſe of the Gentlemen 


of the Council. - 


He declares that the Government of this country is his by right, for that he has brought or- 
ders or authority from Europe; that he will take the entire management of it into his own hands, 
ind with his own hand give what is to be given. It is his intention to reduce me to the ſtate of 

| to the laſt extremity, and my liſe is become a bur- 


a ſervant dependant upon him. I am oppreſſed 


then to me. 


recall Mr. Briſtow and 


] am ready and . to pay the Company's monies. 


I entreat, as a favour, that you will 


r. Cowper, and permit me the exerciſe of diſcretional power for the ma- 
nagement of my _ and the payment of the Compa 


2 monies. I will cauſe payment of 


thoſe monies to be made through the hands of my Miniſters, in the manner hereafter men- 


tioned: 


That is to ſay, Whereas Mr. Briſtow has declined taking bills from the * Mahajens, for the ba- 


lance of teeps, for 26 lacks given by them; and has taken the Jacodauds aſſigned to thoſe Ma- 
hajens into his own hands, and declared that he himſelf will collect the amount, and remit it to 
the Company's Treaſury ; the truth of which you may aſcertain from the Mahajens, who have 
giren teeps, and who declare themſelves ready to grant bills for the ſame, if put in poſſeſſion of 
the Jacedauds originally aſſigned to them. When your orders, eſtabliſhing my authority for the 


management of my country, and the pa 


ent of the monies, ſhall arrive, and Mr. Briſtow and 


Mr, Cowper be recalled from hence, I will procure bills to be granted by thoſe Mahajeens, to the 
amount of the balance of the Teeps, and tranſmit them to you; and whatever ſums may remain 
due on the bills for 26 lacks, granted by Gopaul Doſs Sahoo, from whom Mr. Briſtow has taken, 
by violence, my Miniſter's Tummuſſook 4, and ſubſtituted his own in the place thereof, I will 
take back Mr. Briſtow's Tummuſſook from the Gomaſtahs of the afore-mentioned Sahoo, and cauſe 
it to be returned to Mr. Briſtow; and for what ſhall remain due to the faid Sahoo, I will cauſe 
ſuch good and ſubſtantial ſecurities to be given to his ſaid Gomaſtahs on the ſpot, that no cauſe 
for ſuſpicion or doubt ſhall remain; and with reſpect to the preſent year Fuſſely f 1196, and the 
Jacedauds for the Company's money ſettled and received by Mr. Briſtow, and for the amount of 
which he has taken FTummuſſooks from the Aumils of the ſaid Jaeedauds, let him be directed to 
deliver up the Tummuſſooks of the ſaid Aumils to me, and whatever ſums may remain due from 
the ſaid Jaeedauds, and payable by the ſaid Aumils, the fame ſhall be remitted to you in bills, 
kiſt by kiſt, by my Miniſters 3 and whatever ſums you ſhall direct to be paid here from the 
amount thereof, for the uſe of the Company's troops, the ſame ſhall be paid here monthly, to the 


Commanding Officer of the troops. 


And for the enſuing year Fuſſulee 1197, whatever plan or mode you ſhall | pleaſe to dictate 
and determine, that plan or mode, on your informing me thereof, ſhall be received, and ſtrictly 
followed. I will not object to or heſitate to fulfil your pleaſure in any reſpect whatever. If you 


will pleaſe, as a mark of your friendſhip, to recall 


r. Briſtow and Mr. Cowper, and confer on 


me diſcretional authority for the management of my country, and for the payment of the Com- 
| Pany's monies, with God's aſſiſtance I will cauſe thoſe monies to be furniſhed and remitted by my 
Miniſters, Agreeably to what I have written, if any defect or deficiency ſhall happen, you will, 
on the inſtant, take whatever meaſures you ſhall think proper. | 


Bankers. 


| + Bond. 3 
t The Fuſſullee year begins on the 14th of September. 


O oo 


Concludes as uſual. | | 
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In the Nawaub Vizier's own hand. 


I hope, my friend, from your kindneſs, that I ſhall be delivered from theſe diſtreſſes, and obta; 0 

my requeſt. 8 | ” 
The allegations of the preceding letters, and of thoſe of the Miniſter, Hyder Beg 8 F 

which they are more fully detailed, if reduced to diſtinct and formal charges, will ſtand as follows, in 


1, That Mr. Briſtow had aſſumed an abſolute power in the adminiſtration of the affairs of the 
Nabob Vizier, appropriating, or endeayouring to appropriate, to himſelf. all the offices of Gove a 
ment; taking all the public accounts under his own charge; diſmiſſing and appointing the Aumil 
or officers of the collections; receiving and iſſuing the public money of the Nuyvaub's ſtate; and 
performing other acts appertaining ſolely to the ſovereignty of the Nabob Vizier, or to the author 

delegated by him, ſome without the knowledge, and ſome againſt the conſent, of the Nabob Vite 


2d. f That he had aſſumed the inſpection and comtront of the Nabob's private expences and do. 
* arrangements, not only without his conſent, but againſt his entreaties and vehement pro. 
teſtations. | VVV | | © ee 


3d. That he had demanded and attempted, by threats of diſmiſon from office, Ws 
from the Miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn, a contribution of 25 lacks. of rupees from his private 
fortune. | | 
4th. That he had compelled the Miniſter to write and iſſue Shookas, or mandates, under the Na. 
bob Vizier's privy ſeal, without the knowledge of the Nabob V izier. SET 


5th. That he had treated the Nabob Vizier with perſonal indignity and inſult, viſiting him for 
the declared purpoſe of making declarations to the Nabob of his reſolution to aſſume the controul of his 
adminiſtration, and iſſuing harſh and unbecoming language in his Preſence; and treating, in con- 
verſation with the Miniſter, the Nabob Vizier's remonſtrances and fears with deriſion, calling them 
tricks and artifices. | 7 | | city 


th. That he had forcibly aſſembled the Nabob Vizier's Mutteſeddies, or official ſervants, at hi 
own houſe, detaining them there eight days, and compelling them to prepare muſter rolls: of the 
Nabob's Mutayena, or militia forces; that he had afterwards diſbanded 4,000 horſe and 7,000' foot 
of the ſaid troops, declaring his intention of raiſing ſepoys for the Nabob's ſervice in their room: 
And that theſe acts and declarations were made without the authority of the Nabob V izier, either 

obtained or ſolicited. 5 5 e V 


th. That he had appointed a trooper, named Mahomed Beg, a Sazawel or Comptroller of Fer. 
ruckabad, in direct oppoſition to the Nabob's repreſentations, and compelled the Miniſter to iſſue 
the Shooka, or Vizier's mandate, for the appointment. | | 


$th. That, excluſive of the revenues aſſigned for the debt of the Company, Mr. Briſtow had pro- 
hibited the diſpoſal of the remainder, thereby precluding the penſioners, Jagheerdars, officers, troops 
and ſervants of the Nabob Vizier from the means of ſubſiſtence, to the diſgrace of the Nabob Vinien 
and the danger of his ſtate. h N | 

gth. That for all the preceding and other acts, performed or attempted by Mr. Briſtow, he 
op +: 298 that he poſſeſſed written orders from myſelf, and from the Governor General and 


' Toth. That on the demand made by the Nabob Vizier for a copy of Mr. Briſtow's orders for 
aſſuming the controul of his houſehold, he promiſed to deliver to the Nabob the ſame in writing 
which promiſe he never performed; and that he had in like manner promiſed to write to the Gore- 
nor General the Nabob Vizier's objections to that interference, and requeſt to be freed from the 
ſame, which promiſe he never performed. | | | 


11th. To theſe charges Mr. Briſtow has himſelf added one more in his letter to the Board, dated 
the 13th of May, namely, that he had attempted to carry into execution a plan for the adminiſtra 
tion of juſtice, and had inveſted Mr. Cowper with extraordinary and undefined powers for receivitf 
complaints from the ſubjects of the Nabob Vizier, and ſuperſcribing them with orders in the ſtil 
mandates from the Nabob Vizier for the redreſs of the complainants. = 


I paſs over other charges which are either in themſelves leſs culpable, or ſuch as may derive theilt 
criminality from the claims which I poſſeſs to Mr. Briſtow's reſpect of my authority, or to hs 
perſonal gratitude, —— The liberties which have been taken with my character by my formel 
opponents in office, the contumelious terms which have been uſed by the Court of Directors 
almoſt all their letters written in a long courſe of years to this Government, the wounds ww 


E 


have been inflicted on my official influence, even by the ſame men, the Truſtees of the Company; 
and of the national intereſts in India, and even in the moſt deſperate ſtate of their affairs, while 
they called on me for my particular exertions for their retrieval, will afford Mr. Briſtow a ſanction 
n Jo opinion of many, for every declaration or artifice uſed by him, or imputed by him, which . 
had the deſtruction of my influence or authority for its object. On theſe points I ſhall let the 
original charges and Mr. Briſtow's defence ſtand uncommented, and make their own impreſſion. 


| regret that the mode in which the charges preferred againſt Mr. Briſtow were tranſmitted to him 
renders it difficult to follow the order in which I have arranged them, or any other, in the examina» 
tion of h1s defence, —-T could not preſcribe a better mode, nor could I have propoſed it without. 
expoſing myſelf to miſconſtructions.— I muſt therefore follow Mr. Briſtow's defence, as he has ap- 
plied it to tne correſpondent parts of Hyder Beg Cawn's firſt letter, which appears to me to comprise 
the whole of it. —One thing I own ſurprizes me; which is, that though the Nabob Vizier has 
deen loud in his complaints, and is the only relative ſubje& of Mr. Briſtow's guilt or Innocence, 
in the immediate effects of the acts on which they depend, Mr. Briſtow paſſes them either wholl 
without reply, or with remarks which are wholly foreign from his own acquittal, and confines him- 
ſelk with a ſtudied adherence to the firſt letter of Hyder Beg Cawn. 


Perhaps it will be expected, that I ſhould firſt take notice of Mr. Briſtow's letter which accom- 
panies his defence, —Upon this I fay but little: When it was read at the Board, I liſtened to it 
with more than common attention, expecting it to contain the principle ground of his juſtifica- 
tion; and was a little mortified, that in the firſt pages of it I could catch nothing which I could | 
ſubſtantially apply either to his acquittal or condemnation ; nothing that I could either admit or 
refute ; but an elegance of ftyle exceeding by infinite degrees the talents of its oſtenſible writer; 
a characteriſtic prudence and delicacy of expreſſion, which, avoiding the terms both of affirmation 
and denial, gently touched on both, and left ſuch an impreſſion on my mind as, had I not wholl 
confined my attention to the expectation of information, would have diſarmed me of the mo 


painful of the ſenſations which had been excited by what I already knew too well of the general 
ſubject. 1 | | | 


To whomſoever Mr. Briſtow is indebted for this compoſition, it is certainly not his on. Com- 
bining the date of his letter to the Board, which beſpoke the forbearance of his delays, with the 
length of time requiſite for his original draft, or whatever materials were furniſhed for the ſub- 
{tance of the letter, to arrive in Calcutta; for the compoſition of the letter, or for its correction; 
and for its tranſmiſſion to Lucknow, and final diſpatch to Calcutta, altogether comprehending the 
exact ſpace of thirty-ſeven days —I believe it to have been the work (I mean either in the com- 


poſition or correction) of a very diſtant hand.—I owe it in candour to the perſon on whom my con- 
| jeQtures have fixed it, to declare that J attribute it to Mr. Macpherſon. | 


I ſhall now examine Mr. Briſtow s replies to the firſt letter of Hyder Beg Cawn, received the 28th 
Macht | | 


In the firſt paragraph he uſes this expreſſion : © I have unremittingly perſevered in exetting my ſer- 
© vices for the benefit of both Sircars.“ 1 | $ 


Profeſſions of this kind are ſeldom taken literally; but Mr. Briſtow ſeizes it as an inftrument for 
diſcrediting Hyder Beg Cawn's evidence in all his affertions, becauſe he ſays, „the articles of the 
© treaty of Chunar are without exception to this hour in the ſame forwardneſs, with reſpect to 
© their accompliſhments, as they were on the 23d of September, 1781, or on the day of the ratifi- 
* cation,” —1 do not know what article of the treaty of Chunar does remain unaccompliſned.— 
It is certain that the principal articles, which related to the reſumption of the Jagheers, were accom- 
plithed ; for the Jagheers were not only reſumed, but they are inſerted in Mr. Briſtow's own accounts, 
as making part of the laſt year's aſſignment, granted or taken for the worms, of the Company's 
balance, —lt is certain, therefore, that Mr. Briſtow has in this inſtance hazarded an affertion which his 
own evidence has refuted : Yet I do not think that even his own example would warrant his oppo- 
nent in calling it & a declaration that carries falſehood in the face of it,” in applying to it the terms 


of“ the moſt unbluſhing confidence,” —and, © an utter contempt of truth,” or in affirming that 
* 1t is ſufficient to deſtroy at once all opinion of his veracity.” | 


While Mr. Briſtow yields to the impulſe of ſo unguarded a malevolence, in arraigning the cha- 
raCter of another, he ought at leaſt to be careful not to furniſh weapons for wounding his own. I 
ſhould not have caſt away a moment's attention on ſo frivolous an argument, but that Mr. Briſtow 
ſeems to have reſted upon it as the principal ground of his defence ; afferting univerſally, on the 
ſtrength of it, his right to implicit belief, on the credit of his own veracity, and the affumed falſe- 
hood of Hyder Beg Cawn. 1 | 

. 2d Para.—In the ſecond paragraph, Hyder Beg Cawn accounts for his paſt ſilence on the ſubje& 
of his actual complaints, by aſcribing it to“ the ric injunctions of Mr. Briſtow, that no one ſhould 


« preſume 
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de preſume to inform this Government of the ſtate of affairs here,” that is, at Lucknow ;—to this 
charge Mr. Briſtow applies the full force of the poſition eſtabliſhed in the preceding paragraph, 'H;, 
words are ſo remarkable, that any comment upon them would but weaken their impreſſion : I ſhall 
therefore quote them at large.—“ This, Gentlemen, is alſo an aſſertion without proof: I crave per- 
« miſſion to oppoſe it by a flat denial ; and in addition to what I have ſaid in the preceding article, 
« ] beg it may be remembered, that I have never yet been convicted of deliberate falſehood,” _ / 


With reſpect to the charge itſelf, it muſt be admitted, that it is, if true, capable of poſitive proof 
were there any power on the ſpot competent to collect the evidence of it ; and that Hyder Beg . 
not offered to produce any proof of it. But neither does it appear that it was intended as a eriminal 
charge, but rather as an excuſe for forbearance; nor that it was the deſign either of the Miniſter 
or of his maſter, to convey in their letters more than the repreſentations of facts; the proofs in this 
as in every inſtance of the like nature, were regularly to follow in the proceſs of enquiry, inſtituted 
on the reception of the charges. Yet I can myſelf afford a preſumptive proof in ſupport of it, 

which is, that all intercourſe between the Court of Lucknow and myſelf had certainly ceaſed ſince Mr 
Briſtow's arrival, unleſs it may be affirmed to have ſubſiſted in a very few letters of mere form, is 
in an application for Bramins to be ſent to the Nabob, who were ſkitted in the art of inoculating. 
I can poſitively avouch for the effect, whatever cauſe may have produced it; nor can I deviſe any 
other, unleſs it can be ſuppoſed that the Nabob and his Miniſter had early concerted this plan of re. 
ſerve, for the purpoſe of aſcribing it to Mr. Briſtow ; a ſuppoſition inconſiſtent with itſelf, as it ſtates 
an effect of reſentment preceding the ground of injury. | ; | 1 


Za Para.— This paragraph conſiſts of profeſſion on one ſide, and denial and invective on the other, 
They require no other comment. | | 01S 


4th Para,—This claims a different notice. Hyder Beg Cawn' accuſes Mr. Briſtow, firſt of an 
early declaration of his intention to aſſume the immediate and entire charge of the Nabob's admi. 
niſtration, in moſt of the terms comprehended in the 1ſt article of the charges which I have prefixed 
to this examination; and, ſecondly, of attempting to extort from him 25 lacks of rupees.of his 
own private property, which is the 3d article of my charges. To the firſt point Mr.. Briſtow re- 
plies, that © it is a vague and unſupported aſſertion, marked by its abſurdity, contradicted by fad, 
c and requiring no other refutation.” —] muſt differ in this concluſion ; If the charge is contradict- 
ed by fact, it is capable of refutation; and the fact ought to have been produced with its evidence, 
to refute it. Plain aſſertion and denial are not refutation. T7 4A 


On the 2d charge he dwells with a ſtronger emphaſis, affirming it to be abſolute falſehood in 
terms, ſtating the fact to which it relates in contradiction of it; and concludes with a declamat 
antitheſis on the defeat of his antagoniſt, a commendation of his own moderation, and an expreſ- 
ſion of regret, that the public intereſts had ſuffered by his too ſcrupulous adherence to it. I ſhall 
only examine the fact which he calls “ a moſt fimple tranſaction.' Hyder Beg Cawn's ſtate of the 
claim made on him by Mr. Briſtow, is expreſſed in theſe words: Therefore I muſt give five-and- 
& twenty lacks of rupees from my own private property, to enable him to pay the troops, houſe- 
« hold eſtabliſhment, and Jagheerdars.” Mr. Briſtow affirms it to be “ abſolutely falſe,” or, in 
other words, that he did not require of Hyder Beg Cawn © that he muſt give eas 
<« lacks of rupees from his own private property,” &c. © I propoſed,” ſays he, © to the Miniſter, 
<« to aſſiſt Government with a loan from his own fortune, or upon his credit; obſerving, that it was 
e jncumbent on thoſe who derived advantages from their public ſtation to prove their zeal for the 
<« ſtate, by uniformly exerting themſelves to relieve its diſtreſſes.” — The palliating terms, I pro- 
poſed, and to aſſiſt Government, will not change the quality or identity of the fact. A propoſal to 
aſſiſt with a loan, connected with a declaration that it was incumbent on him to yield to it, is 2 
demand; and is exactly the ſame in ſubſtance, though differing, and but little, in expreſſion, from 
Hyder Beg's ſtate of the fact, which Mr. Briſtow affirms to be © abſolutely falſe.” As to the qua- 
lifying offer, which Mr, Briſtow oy he made, employing his influence wtth the bankers to procure 
a ſum equal to what it might be in his power to advance, I do not comprehend either the generoſity | 
or object of it. If Hyder Beg Cawn was able to advance the ſum which the bankers were to be in- 
fluenced to lend, there ſeems to be little occaſion for the uſe of any influence for ſuch a purpoſe, 
fince there would be in that caſe no occaſion for the loan; and in whatever ſenſe the offer was made, 
it was certainly meant that Hyder Beg was to make the advance. Therefore it is fully proved, that 
Mr. Briſtow did require of Hyder Beg Cawn © that he muſt give five-and-twenty lacks of rupees | 
« from his own private property.” Mr. Briſtow will not, I hope, avail himſelf. of the diſtinction 
which the forms of ſpeech will afford him, between the terms of gift and loan, fince it is as noto- 
rious, from the ſtate of the Nabob V izier's reſources, and the demands upon them, as it evidently 
follows, from the reaſon aſſigned for the demand, that they were in that caſe ſynonymous. As M.. 
Briſtow has aſſigned no other ground for this extraordinary tranſaction, but that Hyder Beg, # 
ſervant of the State, ought to prove his zeal for it, and that it had for its ſole object the ſervice © 
the public; and as there is not a ſyllable in my inſtructions that can warrant, by the moſt diſtant | 
conſtruction, ſuch a violation of the principles of common juſtice, I do pronounce it to be à mo 
flagitious abuſe of his public truſt, aggravated by his concealment of it from the knowledge 0 


the Board, | 


E 


Paragraph Sth.— This contains the ſubſtance of the 4th and th ena, 6 Hyder Beg Cayn af. 
ums, that Mr. Briſtow required him to write and iſſue a ſhooka or mandate, in the name of the Na- 
bob Vizier, without the Vizier's Fnquledge 6 aflertings that he had it in command from the Go- 
« vernor General and Gentlemen of the Council, to act as he ſhould deem proper, without waiting 
i to inform the Nabob, or allowing his meaſures to depend on his Highneſs's pleaſure or diſplea- 
« ſure.” oY | e : FG 


To this Mr. Briſtow replies, that “ it is moſt true, that the ſhooka in queſtion was written 
« without the knowledge of the Vizier : But that it is as true, that it was written by the Miniſter 
« alone ;”” and adds, that in the inſtance of the aſſignment of the Toorkſuyvaurs 


| ook. irs Hyder Beg had 
praftiſed the ſame for wh and had iſſued ſhookas unknown to the Vizier. What follows muſt 


be repeated in Mr. Briſtow's own words: «© When I underſtood this to have been the caſe, I 
6 ſeverely cenſured his behaviour; explaining to him withal the abhorrence with which acts of 
« this nature were regarded by the natives of Europe; and warning him, that ſhould you ever be 
u advertiſed of the tranſaction, he would aſſuredly fall under your heavieſt diſpleaſure ; and that 
# my filence would depend upon his religiouſly obſerving my injunctions againſt a repetition of 
« ſuch unwarrantable conduct.“ Had Mr. Briſtow ſtopped here, ſo pointed a denial would at 
leaſt have left the credit of the fact in ſuſpence ; and the prejudice with which every Engliſh- 
man views a conteſt with one of his own countrymen, and a native of Hindoſtan, would have af- 
fxed to it a general impreſſion equivalent to a full refutation. But Mr. Briſtow, unfortunately 


for his own ſafety, n his victory with too great precipitation into a field of argument 
which turns the defea 


on himſelf. « You, however, Gentlemen (he adds) will judge how well this 
u affected delicacy, with reſpect to the application of the Nabob's ſeal, accords with his having 
« deen in actual poſſeſſion of it for years, with a diſcretionary power alſo, as he pretends, free- 
« ly granted him by his maſter, to uſe it as he ſhould think fit. Under this ſanction he has ſince. 
6 reigned with the moſt unbounded authority over the territories of Aſſof ul Dowlah, and in 
« commanding he has ruined them.“ But if this is a fact of ſuch notoriety, as is implied by the 
alluſve conſtruction of the ſentence which introduces the mention of it, nor is it eaſy to conceive 
how ſuch a fact could have exiſted for years without notoriety, and if under this Cation (that 
is, by uſing the Nabob's ſeal without his knowledge) the Miniſter had reigned with the moſt un- 
bounded authority, and ruined the country, it will ſeem very extraordinary that Mr. Briſtow 
ſhould have felt ſuch ſentiments of abhorrence on the detection of a few recent inſtances of it, 
and iſſued ſuch peremptory injunctions againſt a repetition of it, on pain of the heavieſt diſplea- 
ſure of our Government. If Mr. Briſtow believed that the Miniſter poſſeſſed the Nabob's autho- 
rity for the diſcretionary uſe of his ſeal, it was an abſurdity in terms to charge him with cri- 
minality for uſing it. If he knew that the Miniſter did not poſſeſs that W but knew, as he 
certainly muſt have known, that the Miniſter had been in the practice of this guilt for years, 
his indignation would have been. excited by the falſehogd of the Miniſter's var of the neceſſity of 
applying to the Vizier for his authority to uſe his ſeal, and to iſſue the ſh 


ooka. As a corrector 
of abuſes, he could not have failed to make this the firſt object of his reformation ; but by his 
relation of the cafe, he appears to have ſuffered the long and uninterrupted continuance of it 
without reproach or notice, and ſuddenly (it appears not on what provocation) reprobates it as 
a crime regarded with abho 


orrence by all the natiyes of Europe, and denounces the ſevereſt judgment 
nd penalties againft the repetition, of it. PSI oa I Ev | 


But what were the occaſions in which the Nabob's ſeal and mandates were thus fraudulent! 
uſed ?—It 14 55 from Mr. Briſtow's own account, in various parts of his correſpondence witl 
Hyder bes awn and the Nabob Vizier, and even his letters to the Board, that it was for the 
purpoſe © carrying two points, which Mr. Briſtow himſelf had at heart, and firſt urged to the | 
inriter; namely, to call for the afliſtance of re iments of, the Company's forces, and to conſti- 
tute new ha e for the payment . of the Nabob's houſehold trogps ; two points, to which 
de knew the Nabob Vizier would object, if they had been propoſed to him; and which form part 

of the charges preferred by Mr. Briffow himſelf againſt Hyder Beg Cawn, for his oppoſition to 
dem. Is it poffible that Hyder Beg Cawn, charged by NI. Briſtow with ſo e deter- 
mination to thwart him in all his meaſures, and ayailing himſelf of his aſcendancy over the Nabob 
mir to that effect, ſhould have committed ſo flagrant an encroachment on the Nabob's ſo- 
mein rights, for the fake of carrying into execution the meaſures of Mr. Briſtow, of which he 
imſelf d approved, and which he had himſelf oppoſed ; that he ſhould hazard the commiſſion of 
in Ct fo repugnant to his intereſt and credit with his maſter, and yet ſuppreſs the knowledge 
4 from Mr. Briſtow himſelf, without he had an undoubted title to ſome merit in the ſacri- 
ce! It is impoſſible ; for I affirm that ſuch a conduct is without example in the whole hiſtory 
| human nature. Were extraneous proofs wanting, in default of inherent conviction, the let- | 
ers written to Mr. Briſtow b Hyder Beg Cawn, in which repeated alluſions are made to his hav- 
) in obedience to Mr. Briffow” orders, iſſued ſhookas with the Nabob's ſeal, unknown to the 
abob, are of themſelves undeniable evidences of the fact, for Mr. Briſtow admits them with- 
A N was it will appear, on the peruſal of bis letters, that he dwells with repetition 
V. er matters of infinitely leſs relative moment, and paſſes, without a word of exculpation or 
ol. HL : Ppp | VET 0 e | 4 
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reply, the imputation of an act to which he affixes every idea of horror in his application of it g 
another. 925 x . OT Os: 2. ED 


Paragraph 6th.—This paragraph contains the particulars of the ſecond charge. It ſtates, that M. 
Briſtow began by an order to the Miniſter to deliver to him the accounts of the Vizier's kitchen 
his horſes, elephants, and camels ; that on the Miniſter's heſitation to comply with a demand 0 
unuſual and offenſive to his maſter, Mr. Briſtow inſiſted, with anger, and ſaid, & I have order; 
ee take poſſeſſion of all papers; that the Miniſter, on this information, complied; that Mr. Britt 
proceeded to the appointment of a Treaſurer and Comptroller of the Nabob Vizier's houſehq} 
firſt propoſing it to the Vizier himſelf by meſlage, and afterwards in perſon ; that the Nabob Vite 
objected, and proteſted againſt the appointments, and againſt Mr. Briſtow's interference in his priyae 
- expences ; that the Nabob, unable to prevail on Mr. Briſtow himſelf, deputed the Miniſter to en. 
treat him to deſiſt from his purpoſe, © to aſk him why he thus perſecuted and depreſſed him; “ addin; 
|< the little which falls to my lot, even that he will not allow me to eat in peace and quietnek, ” 
that © this declaration was accompanied by tears of anguiſh.” Mr. Briſtow's anſwer to thi 
meſſage, and his reflections on the ſtate of miſery and humiliation-to which he had reduced the Na 
if they have been fairly ſtated, are equally an outrage to decency and humanity, I will not debe 
my mind with the drudgery of tranſcribing ſo foul a ſubject, nor attempt to abridge what ought, 
for our national credit, to be alike c ighed to oblivion, The readers of this minute will þ 
furniſhed with the ſame means of reading both the original repreſentation, and Mr. Briftow 
reply; and it will not be difficult for a mind accuſtomed to repreſentations, written under the 
influence of intereſt, pride, or malevolence, to decompoſe the ſubſtance of each, and ſeparate 
the truth from the rolls matters which invelope it. It is ſufficient to my ſubject to mention 
that both the Nabob's prayers and the interceſſion of the Miniſter, were alike unavailing, M. 
Briſtow not only inſiſted on the appointments which he had recommended, but went himſelf to the 
Vizier for the purpoſe, as he is ſaid to have declared, of © telling him fo face to face, and in 
plain terms; ſaying © that his orders from the Gentlemen of the Council were peremptory,” 
The Nabob is aſſerted to have demanded a written copy of the orders; to have bidden him to tak 
his ſeal, and do by force what he thought proper; and to have declared, in the , agony of his feel 
ings, and the conſcious ſhame of his degradation, that he would confine himſelf: within his apart 
ments, and exclude himſelf from all ſociety. Mr. Briſtow promiſed to give the Nabob a copy d 
his orders; but remained inflexible to his point, declaring his reſolution to iſſue his own orders th 
the Aumils for the delivery of their collections, if the Nabob continued to refuſe the authority a 
Shookas; and that he would keep the treaſury, that is, the treaſury of the Nabob's private en. 
pences, in his own hands, I again refer to the original letter, and add. my earneſt intreaties, tha 
the candid readers of this minute will take their information from that, and not from this brief 
and very imperfect ſtate of it, or rather alluſion to it. | B 


I proceed to Mr. Briſtow's reply. By the introductory quotation - of my inſtructions, it woul 
appear, that he avows the charge, and juſtifies it by his preſcribed duty. This quotation conſits 
of extracts from my inſtructions to Mr. Middleton, the preceding Reſident, and from thoſe which 
were perſonally directed to Mr. Briſtow on his appointment. „„ 1 


The plain deſign and expreſs charge of both was, that the ſum allotted for the Nabob's privat 
expences ſhould be paid in equal monthly inſtalments, and be allowed a preference to every, othe 
demand: It was dictated with a ſpirit as oppoſite to Mr. Briſtow's application, as the wideſt ei- 
tremes of nature. It made a part of a general injunction to treat the Nabob with every poſi 
delicacy, conciliation, and attention; and was written purely from the apprehenſion in the d- 
ficiency in the public funds not admitting the full payment of the Company's juſt claim, and de 
calls of his perſonal and neceſſary wants; and may I add, without the hazard of draying at 
myſelf a ſevere cenſure from ſuch of my. conſtituents as ſhall think that, in the time of ther 
diftreſſes, my firſt and excluſive care ſhould be given to their relief, than that of having authoria 
the depredation of an unhappy Prince, whoſe alliance had ſubjected him to a ſervile dependanc 
on the power of this Government, that it was my intention to preclude the operation of ſuch 
plea, by directing that the Nabob's perſonal ſhare of his own finances ſhould be fully allotted b 
| him, al hough the Company's debt remain wholly in balance? Let me be judged with candolt 
Our alliance has proved the extinction of his ſovereignty, and the Bs of his county 
and revenue, and it was but juſt to allow him the means of ſubſiſtence, if no more remained o 


reſources of his inheritance. 5 


I cannot ſuppreſs a ſpark of reſentment in repeating Mr. Briſtow's application of my inftrucho 
in the words immediately following his quotation of them: “ Theſe are the grounds, Gentlemen 
4 upon which Irecommended to the Nabob the ſeparation of his public and private funds, 87 
that purpoſe, as he afterwards explains it, “ the eſtabliſhment of an office of Treaſury,” whic 
calls “the execution of an article ſo explicitly provided for by the treaty;“ that is to eh 
becauſe I had enjoined to Mr. Briſtow a particular care that the Nabob Vizier ſhould, 1 5 ene 
other exigency, receive the full amount allotted to his private expences, Nir;-Briſtow thou 


ſhookas, cr mandates, in his own name and ſeal if the Nabob refufed the ſanction of *. * 
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Aumils, for the aſſignment of their collection for a fund of his own appointment; that he ſhould 
himſelf, or Mr. Cowper for him, or a Treaſurer for both (for the arrangement has never been well de- 
fined) receive the money for theſe aſſignments ; iſſue them as he pleaſed, not to the Nabob, but to 
the menial officers of his houſehold; diſpoſe of his ſuperfluous horſes and other cattle ; determine 
how many elephants were neceſſary to the ſtate of the Vizier of the empire; and the number of 
domeſtics for his attendance; and pry into his kitchen, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the quantity of 
victuals which ought. ta be. dreſſed in it; that Mr. Briſtow ſhould controul the accounts of theſe diſ- 
burſements, and appropriate to his own uſe (for the conſequence is inevitable, if he choſe it) the reſidue 
produced by theſe ceconomical retrenchments. Yet Mr. Briſtow has pretended that he acted by in- 

ſtructions from me, and in the execution of a treaty made by me with the Nabob Vizier; and he 
has had the boldneſs to affirm, that it was © the only 6h; Bo that could prevent the Nabob from 
« continuing a cypher. I know not what Mr. Briſtow means by his alluſion to the treaty, which 


moft aſſuredly does not contain a ſyllable which can juſtify his conduct; but by the unexampled la- 


titude which he aſſumes in his conſtructions, he may, if he pleaſes, extort this or any other meaning 


from any part of it. | 


I ſhall make no other comment on this tranſaction, than to obſerve, that the controul which Mr. 
Briſtow has aſſumed over the Nabob Aſſof ul Dowlah is ſuch as no man living, however mean his 
rank in life, or dependant his condition in it, would permit to be exerciſed by any other, without 


the want or forfeiture of every manly principle; and can only be equalled in inſolence with his abet- 
ting a young ſervant of the Company, his Aſſiſtant, in dictating to the Sovereign of the country the 
written drafts of his own mandates. | | | 9 85 | 


Such is the Rate to which the Company's influence has reduced one, and the firſt of its allies, 


and ſuch the example held out to the Princes of India, who may be tempted to enſnare themſelves in 
the ſame connection. | | | 95 


th Paragraph. This contains the ſequel of the ſame tranſaction, with the particulars of the 6th 
charge, namely, © That he had forcibly aſſembled the Vizier's Mutteſidies, or official ſervants, at his 
« own houſe, detaining them 1 days, and compelling them to prepare muſter rolls of the 
% Nabob's Mutayena, or militia forces; that he had afterwards diſbanded 4,000 horſe and 7,000 
« foot of the ſaid troops, declaring his intention of raiſing ſepoys for the Nabob's ſervice in their 


« room ; and that theſe acts and declarations were made without the authority of the Nabob, 
« either obtained or ſolicited,” 5 | | 33 


Mr. Briſtow avows the deſign, but affirms that it failed through the oppoſition of the Miniſter, and 
that the reſt of this article “ as detailed by the Miniſter, is an abſolute romance. — What part of 
this article Mr. Briſtow means by © the reſt, does not appear, ſince no part of his reply expreſsly 
applies to any part of the charge; but if he was really concerned in any part of the conduct attri- 


buted to him, it will not be eaſy to ſeparate it from the reſt, and the whole was unwarranted by his 
inſtructions. N | 


Paragraph 8th.—l have not included this in the liſt of analyzed charges, for J do not underſtand it. 
It alludes to an attempt made by Mr. Briſtow to remove the Miniſter from his office, and to obſcure 
converſations held with the Nabob V izier upon it. —And Mr. Briſtow's reply ſeems to have been 
dictated by ſome ſtrong provocation of anger, the cauſe of which is not apparent; for he begins it 
with ſaying, „J am now fully convinced, and I have told gour Honourable Board fo, that the ſal- 


© vation of Owde depends upon the dimiſſion of the Miniſter. There the ſentence cloſes. —TI can 
make nothing of it, and leave it. | | | 


Paragraph gth.—This is general both in the charge and- defence ; yet there is in both an alluſion | 


| Wiich J muſt not permit to be loſt. Hyder Beg Cawn fays, © Such is Mr. Briſtow's diſpoſition, 


« that he outwardly profeſſes and careſſes, while in reality he is endeavouring to expel me from my 
< office, and then frequently denies and contradicts his own declarations. - In the repreſentation whicn 
5 I have made, I have not in any one inſtance deviated from the truth; and it is a poſitive proof 
X of the reality of many of the particulars, that Mr. Briſtow did not reply to thoſe which are ſtated 
in m 


: y anſwer to his. letter, but at our next interview aſſumed appearances of affability and good- 


This paſſage relates to the re which were iſſued without the knowledge of the Nabob Vizier ; 
1 of theſe the hiſtory, as related by Hyder Beg Cawn, is as follows: 


** firſt inſtance occurred early, the time is immaterial, and therefore I do not trace it. Mr. 
| nſtow thought it neceſſary to call for the aſſiſtance of the Company's troops from the detachment 
unn by Colonel Sir John Cumming, at Futty Ghur. He applied to Hyder Beg Cawn for 
de Nabob's Shooka or letter, under the Nabob's private ſeal, requiring them, ſuch being the form 
preſcribed for ſuch occaſions : Hyder Beg Cawn anſwered, that it would be neceſſary to commu- 


UNE this affair to the Nabob Vizier. Mr. Briſtow aſſented, and ſaid he would ſpeak to him * 
| . | | | ell; 
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ſelf ; but changing bis mind, e ordered Hyder Beg Cawn to cauſe the ſhooka to be 
written, without making any mention of it to the Nabob Vizier; ſaying, that ſuch was the pleaſure 
of the Governor General and the Gentlemen of the Council. Hyder Beg Cawn, awed by this im. 
plied menace, ſubmitted, and gave him the fhooka, with the Nabob's ſeal furtively affixed. This 
account is thus detailed in the 5th preceding paragraph. 5 ä 15 


The latter inſtance is thus related: When Mr. Briftow aſſumed to himſelf the controul of the 
Nabob Vizier's houſhold expences, he found the Nabob's body guard of horſe, which are men- 
tioned by the name of Toorkſawars, greatly in arrears; he, in like manner as before, compelled 
Hyder Beg Cawn to cauſe ſhookas to be written, with the ſeal, and in the name, of the Nabe 
Vizier, but without his knowledge, to certain Aumils or collectors of the N revenue, command. 
ing them to pay their collections in aſſignments, for the diſcharge of thoſe arrears. The Vizier, 
having notice of it, was very much offended ; and when Mr. Briſtow preſſed him on the ſubje of 
the appointment of a Treaſurer and Comptroller of his houſhold, he, after long reſiſtance, viel 
being, as he ſaid, without remedy; but exacted, as a condition, that the Shookas which Had been 
iſſued by Mr. Briſtow ſhould be at the ſame time withdrawn, and others iſſued by himſelf in their 
ſtead. As it ſeems to have been Mr. Briſtow's practice, whenever he found a difficulty in ing 
any of his meaſures into execution, to lay his difappoitttment to the account of the Miniſter, imput. 
ing it either to his ſecret oppoſition, or to want of due exertion ; the Miniſter, in return, ; 
himſelf againſt theſe imputations, by appeals to inftances of his obedience, yielded even at the ha- 
zard of forfeiting the Nabob's favour, and 3 to theſe in queſtion. Theſe appeals form the 
ſubſtance of his letters to Mr, Briſtow, which ſtands on record of the following dates; viz. 


Ich of Rubbe ul Owel, or 14th F ebruary 1783. 
|  Thth — Ditto — T9th Ditto. — 
The ſame ſubjects are alſo mentioned in a ſhooka or letter written- by the Nabob Vizier to Mr. 


Briſtow, and returned by Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, with a letter dated the 20th Rubbe ul 
Owel, or 23d of February. | ODS 


5 The following extracts from the 8 correſpondence will illuſtrate the expoſition which 1 
t 


have given of it, but cannot add to the proofs which have been already exhibited in my remarłs on 
the 5th paragraph, which relate particularly to the fame ſubject. n 


' EXTRACT of a Letter from HYDER BEG CAWN to Mr. BRISTOW, dated de 11th c 


| Rubbe ul Owel, or 14th February 1783. 

6 FROM the moment of your arrival I have not in any manner been deficient in obedience, but 
« 4 have in every Buſineſs, and without heſitation, fulfilled:your commands; as in the impottant 
e buſineſs reſpecting the regiments at Futty Ghur, which you were pleaſed to direct ſhould not be 
« ſuſpended by attention to the Nabob's permiſſion, or by the neceſſey of informing him 
« thereof.“ | | PF | FF 


To this letter Mr. Briſtow made no reply. 
3 ; Woe" 


EXTRACTS of a Letter from HYDER BEG CAWN to Mr. BRISTOW, dated the 16t 
of Rubbe ul Owel, or 19th February 1783. 8 
wo AND reſpecting the Tunkhaw, whieh, by the contents of the ſhookus which you have cauſed to 
cc be written to the Aumils, is included in the Tunkhaw of the Company, and the ſuperintend- 
< ence of which has been given to Mr. Cowper, and a ſeparate Treaſurer appointed. for the ſame, that 
„you will withtraw this meafure, and return 'theſe ſhodkas, and that ſhookas, reſpecting the Tunk- 
% haw of the Toorkſuwars, may be written, directing the monies to be tranfmitted to his Highneſs.” 
« His Highneſs replied to me in a paſſion, and faid, you firſt cauſed ſhookas to be Written, 
< including the Tunkaw of the Turkſawars in that of the Company, and delivered them without m 
„knowledge; and now that it has been agreed to return thoſe thookas, you again counteract it. 


„ will not conſent.—Let that which has been agreed to be performed. — | repreſented to 


“ you in reply, the things which I had done, both in affairs of importance, and in concerns of le 

% moment, both with and without the knowledge of his Highneſs, in compliance with your direc. 

« tions, and likewiſe the cauſes of the delay which had occurred in certain particular affairs : 5 
f e - 
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« furthermore remarked, that my having wrote and delivered to you the ſhookàs reſpecting the 
« Tunkaw of the "Toorkſawars, in the manner or to the purport which you had directed them to be 
a yritten without the knowledge of his Highneſs, maſt ſtand as an inconteſtable proof of my obe- 

« djence to your commands. And on this account his Highneſs has repeatedly upbraided me, de- 
« manding to know how I preſumed to cauſe ſhookas to be written and delivered without his know- 
edge. & informed you of the Nabob's diſpleaſure, and you told me to be under no apprehen- 
« ſion; that what I had done, I had done by your orders. Notwithſtanding ſuch proofs 
« and demonſtrations, the written evidence of which till exiſt, you ſay that profeſſions of duty and 
« Obedience, unattended by the execution of buſineſs, are of no avail,” | 


I muſt take notice that Mr. Briſtow, in the Appendix to his Defence, gives a different tranſlation 
of this letter from that which is entered on the Conſultations, and which was not received when the 
charges againſt him were ſent to him, —[n his tranſlation, which is exceedingly faulty throughout, 
the paſlages which I have quoted are ſo mutilated, and warped from the real meaning, as to render 

the tranſaction, of which they are an evidence, either too obſcure for application, or almoſt innocent. 
I ſhall inſtance only one ſentence of Mr. Briſtow's tranſlation, anſwering to that above bearing this 
mark ; and I will anſwer the Perſian text in the margin *. | 


. 


« | ſeveral times informed you of the Nabob's diſpleaſure on this head, and your commands were, 


« that I ſhould take no heed of it, ſince the buſineſs mult be ſettled as you had ordained.” 


There is a wide difference between a declaration faid to be made by Mr. Eriſtow, that an act al- 
ready done “ muſt he ſettled as he had ordained,” which, by the bye, is not reconcileable to com- 
mon ſenſe, and his acknowledgement, that © it had been done by his orders: and if this ſophiſtica- 
tion was not an error unintended, it will be very obvious why it was made, though not yet eaſy to re- 


concile it with the horror with which Mr. Briſtow pretends to have been affected, when he obtained 
the firſt information of the act. 


I myſelf vouch for the fidelity of the firſt tranſlation, having compared it with the original ; and if 
it is diſputed, I will put it to proof. „ | 


To this letter alſo Mr, Briſtow made no reply, affiening as a reaſon, © that he had already ex- 
« plained to him in the plaineſt language his intentions, which he: ftill wilfully miſunderſtood, and 
« invariably miſrepreſented ;** and © that, having every thing of importance yet to do, he did not 


« chuſe to engage in a filly and endleſs war of words, or to fit down ſeriouſly to anſwer fables, be- 


« cauſe he choſe to dignify them with the name of facts.” ——This is a very eaſy refutation, but 
not ſuch a one as the magnitude of the charge deferved, or as would commonly ſuffice to a mind con- 
ſciious of its integrity, and ſenſible to the feelings of wounded honour. 


EXTRACT of Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN, dated the toth of 
|  Rubbe al Owal, or 23d February 1783. oe 


Tos Hl Highneſs deſires that the monies may be kept in the Pungmahla, under the charge of the 
„1 Muttaſeddies of the Sircar, and that I will return the ſhookas which were formerly iſſued 


concerning the Tunkaw of the Toorkſawars, agreeably to his is oe commands. I conſent 
to both, ———P, S. I ſend back his Highneſs's ſhookas addreſſed to me, and Sheikh Golaum 


« durroor,” 


— 


COPY of a Shooka or Letter from the Nabob Vizier to Mr. BRISTOW, which was returned by 
Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN with the preceding Letter. I cannot extract it. 


II may afford a triumph to Mr. Briſtow to have ſuch a proof of “ the unprincely ſtyle of the un- 
happy Aſſof ul Dowlah, oppoſed to the dignified idea of inſulted ſovereignty;“ but if there is a 
park of generous virtue in the breaſts of any of my countrymen who ſhall be the readers of this com- 
Pllation, this letter ſhall ſtand for an inſtrument to awaken it to the call of vengeance againſt fo 
flagitious an abuſe of authority, and reproach of the Engliſh nation. | 


, —_— 


»In the margin of the original are certain Perſian characters. 
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« You deſired that a Treaſurer and Comptroller might be appointed over the diſburſements of 
© the * Dowaub, domeſtics, &c. of my houſehold ; 1 „e becauſe it would reflect diſprace 
upon me in the eyes of the whole world, ſince it would be apparent that I had no longer any 


cc Rr over my own houſehold, my Dowaub, and my domeſtics, &c. at the ſame time that 


it would. be productive of no advantage whatever to the Engliſh nation.—You infiſt upon the 


« appointments being made from the br” ne to the loweſt ; it has till been cuſtomary for every 
domeſti 


* one, whatever income his ſituation afforded him, to manage the expenees of his own 

« and Dowaub at his diſcretion ;—yet, ſuch are the events which my fate has brought forwa 
that a new Treaſurer and Comptroller are about to be appointed ever my houſehold, domeſtics, 
« and Dowaub.—The infant that has aught in his hand, will "oP if it is forced from him,—] 
© alfo underſtand what is and what is not for my advantage; and I now with humility tell you 
that if for my ſatisfaction, and out of friendſhip for me, you will deſiſt from this meaſure, you 
& will confer a favour upon me; but in caſe it is your pleaſure that it ſhall be ſo, I am without re. 
© ſource—make the appointments.—Yet, at leaſt, let thus much of appearances be preſeryed, 
© that the monies for the Jaidaud Mahals, for the Dowaub domeſtics, and houſehold diſburk. 
% ments, and for the Tunkaw of the Toorkſawars, may be tranſmitted to the place where I reſide, 
c and ſeparately delivered into the charge of my people.—The monies on account of the Nowaub 
© and houſehold expences ſhall be iſſued by Dawaugaudaſs the Treaſurer, and Mahomed Haſſan, 


« Comptroller, and Tahakoordaſs the Comptroller's Paiſhkor, under my directions or 2 
Is 


« and the Tuncaw of the Toorkfawars, correſponding to the regulations and practices of 

< Surcor, ſhall be iſſued to them as formerly by Rajah Tippar Chund ; and that you will return 
© the ſhookas, which you cauſed to be written without my knowledge, concerning the Tuncaw of 
the Foorkſawars, Grecting the monies to be included in and remitted with the Tuncaw of 
the Company; and that you will hereafter, as my friend, write to the Governor General, and 


« requeſt his orders to abohfh the appointments of the new Treaſurer and Comptroller which are 


s about to be made.” 


Toth Paragraph.—This contains the 7th charge ; namely, the appointment of Mahomed Beg, 35 


trooper, to the Sezawlee of Furruecabad, by Mr. Briftow's order, againſt the remonſtrance of the 


Miniſter, and the Nabob Vizier's diſapproval.— ] paſs the reſt, which is but a repetition of former 


charges. 


Mr. Briſtow, in anſwer, refers the Board to his addreſs of the 3oth January 1783, for proof 
« 'that he always conſidered the appointment of a Sezawel to Ferruckhabad, as a deſperate alter- 
native, but it was the only one; that he therefore acquieſced in it when urgently recommended 


Aby the Miniſter, and was happy to find that acquieſtence honoured and confirmed by our ap- 


* probation.” 


It is very true that Mr. Briſtow did inform the Board of this appointment, and obtained their 
approbation of it; and fo he might of any other tranſaction, however unexceptionable, by ſupprell- 


ing every information which could render it ſuch. He repreſented this appointment, and his par- 
ticipation in it, as the effect of the deſperate ſtate of the Company's aſſignment on the Nabob 


Mozuffer Jung, the oppreſſions exerciſed. by the former Naib Mahomed Saced Cawn, the com- 
plaints of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, and the urgent requeſt of the Nabob Vizier and his Miniſter. 
My inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow were, to abſtain entirely from all interference in the tranſactions of 
the Nabob Vizier and his Miniſter with the Nabob ry Rn Jung ; but neither could I nor the 
Board take any reaſonable offence at his interference, when he apologized for it, grounding it not 

only on abſolute neceſſity, but on the united and urgent wiſhes of the Nabob Vizier, his Miniſter, 
and the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, whom it principally regarded, n 


| The Nabob Vizier aud Hyder Beg Cawn, both repreſent it as an act of Mr. Briſtow's own choice, 


and executed by his own authority, and againſt the will both of the Nabob Vizier, and of his Mi- 


niſter. Theſe are ſtrong contradictions; but F cannot trace them to any proof, except the following 
paſſage in a letter from Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 8th of Seffer, or 13th Januar) 
1783, which I think a ſtrong one:“ Conſidering the bad ſtate of affairs at Furrukhabad, it is ne- 


< 2 that Mirza Mahomed, Beg ſhould, receive his. diſmifſion as ſoon as, poſſible He will be 


introduced to you by this, letter. You will. give him his diſmiſſion to-day, and. in ſuch a manner 
« that it may be unknown to every one.“ | Ps N 


Ibis letter, urging the diſpateh of the new Sezawall, giving him his introduction 28 0f a ſtrange 
to the Miniſter, and gas. the mode of, his. appointment, does. not very: well agree with 
paſſive and reluctant part which Mr. Briſtow. aſcribes to himſelf in the tranſaction; but is woe 


likely to be underſtood by an uninformed. reader as, the addreſs of a, principal urging a, point to 


another leſs inclined to the acceptance of it: and with this conſtruction J muſt leave it until Mr. 
Briſtow can furniſh a better. „ | | 


This word muſt not be confounded with the province of the ſame name. It means only cattle of 
different kinds, 
11th Paragraph 
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11th Paragraph.——This requires no comment on either ſide, 


12th Paragraph. This is not a charge, but a prayer to be freed from the oppreſſions of the Re- 
dent, with the acceptance of the Nabob's offer of the ſecurity of creditable bankers for the punc- 
tual Oy of the Company's demands. This, by a moſt Wrede , Le- of reaſoning, 
is ſeized by Mr. Briſtow as a clear refutation of all the charges which had been preferred by Hyder 


Beg Cawn againſt him; but the Nabob Vizier has himſelf propoſed the offer, and has complained 


zzainſt Mr. Briſtow, in language expreſſive of as much keener ſenſibility, as his ſuffetings exceed 
the vexations exerciſed on his Miniſter, — ; | Wn fee IE 


it is natural for a man labouring under any grievance to wiſh for the removal of the cauſe of 


it; and it is proverbial, that even the poor worm will turn with the impatience of anguiſh on the 


foot that cruſhes it; but it was never before inferred, that a deſire to be delivered from the power 
and preſence of an oppreſſor, was an evidence againſt the exiſtence of the oppreſſion. | 

I ſhall here cloſe my obſervation on Mr. Briſtow's replies to Hyder Beg Cawn's firſt letter, 
and proceed to the examination of Mr. Briſtow's letter, addreſſed to the Board, of the 13th May, 
which contains the particulars of the 11th charge, namely, © that he had attempted to carry into 
« execution a plan for the adminiſtration of juflice, and. had inveſted Mr. Cowper with extraor- 
« dinary and undefined powers for receiving complaints from the ſubjects of the Nabob Vizier, 
« and ſuperſcribing them with orders in the ſtyle of mandates from the Nabob Vizier, for the redreſs 
« of the complainants.” e WY | | e e 


| have already ſaid, that I conſidered this letter as an anticipation of the complaints which Mr. 


Britow knew had been made againſt him, but which he had not received, nor indeed were they ſent 


to him till the 29th of the ſame month. Whatever advantage may be derived from the title of 
having been the firft complainant, it has certainly fome in its influence on common judgments, 
and this perhaps ariſes from the conſtruction which every man inſtinctively affixes to recriminated 
accuſations, as being the effects of a vindictive principle, and therefore liable at leaſt to exaggera- 
tion, This letter has on much this appearance, for it has all the chatacteriſtic forms and qua- 
lities of a Kr attack. It begins with an accumulated, though general, reprobation of the 
conduct and character of Hyder Beg Cawn—it proceeds to the circumſtantial detail of a fpecific fact, 
and concludes with a prayer for his diſmiſſion from office. Mr. Briſtow's mode of writing renders it 
an attempt of difficulty to reduce the ſubſtance of his unconnected and often ef periods to 
preciſe facts or propoſitions, on which I can depend for their certain relation to them. If, therefore, 
I ſhall err in my conſtruction of them, the fault is not intentionally mine, but the effect of the ob- 
ſcurity of the text, which I am compelled to explain before I can make the proper uſe of it. 


Of the jetter, which conſiſts of four ſmall ſheets of paper, the two firſt, and part of the 
_ contain only general poſitions, which may be compriſed within the two following brief 
articles : . | | | | | 


it, That Hyder Beg Cawn had rejected all Mr. Briſtow's © frankeſt offers of friendſhip and 
confidence,“ and 2d, had obſtinately and contumaciouſly oppoſed all his & innovations,” which he 
is pleaſed to call in his firſt, though not the moſt reſpe&ful application of my official title, the 
© wiſe ſyſtem preſcribed by the Honourable the Governor General.” The means by which the 
| Miniſter is enabled to maintain fo powerful an oppoſition, are fummarily aſcribed to © the influence 

© of his power, his talents, and his wealth, and in a more large detail to his aſcendancy over the 
mind of the Nabob Vizier his maſter. His account of this effect is curious, and contradicts every 
phyſical as well as moral principle, which is ſuppoſed to regulate the actions or ſtimulate the paſſions 
5 mankind. The Nabob, he ſays, deteſts this Miniſter from a declared conviction that the Miniſter 


reduced his provinces to deſolation, and his Court to a © ſpeaking picture of ant nakedneſs, 


and famine.” Yet that the Nabob ſupports his Miniſter againft all Mr. Briſtow's endeavours 


to free him from ſo abject a thraldom, to give peace, order, and plenty to his country, and to ad- 


miniſter an abundance for the relief of all his perſonal wants becauſe the Miniſter is yet in poſſeſ- 


5 of his finances, and by dealing them to his maſter with a fparing and artful œcoοomy, which 


ON Briſtow calls « alternately exerting his hopes and fears,” he “ prevents the Nabob from adopt- 
ws any firm and dignified reſolution ;*” and this philofophical ſolution he concludes in the fol- 


2 1 0 . : © Theſe paſſions (i. e. hopes and fears) whilſt in equilibrium over the mind, keep 
it heſitatin 


and undetermined, the reſolutions of deſpair alone are unqualified and deciſive.“ 
t ſhall leave thi 


, s: doctrine to work its own effect, and proceed to the ſpecific inſtance, which ſeems 
introduced to 


novations, 


This, as I with difficulty collect it from the letter and its encloſures, of which the letter is little 
more than a comment, is as folows':— © e 


In 


prove the general charge of Hyder Beg Cawn's oppoſition to Mr. Briſtow's in- 


— —— 


— — E — 
— th” 
7 3 


1 — 


— — — * — — * 1 
— — * _ » 622 * Lo 5 
TY bd 3 K ̃ͤ —ä ?æXy 25255 
— CCC — — — 
— — 
3 RAin ee! 


—ͤ—ũ—ũ—4 —— — ny * 


z 
! [ 
; 
| * 
* 
| 
N 
oy 
* = 
i = 
5 
K 
* 
| 
' „ 
- 
. . 
1 
LI 
5 £ 
: 
5 
u 
2 
I 
: o 
it 
. 
. 
1 
. 
7 
1 
1 
7 
; 
i 
F 7 
i x! 
x " 
1 q 
j 1 
i 
4 
i 
"| 
A al 
* e ; 
P 4 
* 
:, > : 
n 
) } 
11 
: , 
241 
+0 
Kt 
1 
1 * 
"FF 15 
ſ 4 
Ih 
100 ef 
44 . N 
en. 
$13 1 
* : 1 ky 
| j 
Tr. 
* bt 
ft 
| 
4 
* 
1. 
if 
1 


—— — 


CESS SEE 
rr 


—.— * 5 n : 


—_ q — — - 25 — 2 


[ 248 J | 


In my inſtructions to Mr. Middleton, I directed him to urge the Nabob Vizier ta endeavour gra. 
dually, if it could not be done at once, to eſtabliſh Courts of Juſtice throughout his diſtricts. ; 
Middleton, who had ſhewn little attention to any article of my inſtructions, appears to have taken hot 
the leaſt notice of this, till a ſhort time before his reca!l, and when he moſt probably expected 
It was then, and not till then, that without any recent ground aſſigned for it, or advice given to ms | 
or the Board of the meaſure, or of his intention preceding it, he prevailed upon the Nabob Vizje; 
to appoint a man named Morolevy Mobein to the office of Sudder ul Stuck, or Chief Adminiſtratot 
of Juſtice to the city of Lucknow, and the dominions of the Nabob of Owd ; but without any aſſgn. 
ment of power, local office, or ſalary; and the poor man himſelf ſeems to have felt the humiliatins 
conſciouſneſs of his own inſufficiency for ſo elevated a dignity, to which the laſt ſtep of his promotion 
was the profeſſion of a School Maſter, which had occupied the greateſt part of a life already far ſpent, 
To this feeble inſtrument Mr. Briſtow had early reſource, for the eſtabliſhment of a new regulation 
for the general adminiftration of juſtice throughout the Nabob's dominions; although it does not 
pear, from the letters either of Mr. Briſtow or Mr. Cowper, to whom Mr. Briſtow appealed for 
the explanation of his inſtructions, that he had ever formed any preciſe or defined plan reſpectin 
it, for both allude to it as intended for the inſtitution of © proper courts of juſtice,” yet both ſtye 
it & a Fowjdarry Adawlet, which is a court inſtituted for the trial of criminal offences; and 
Mr. Briſtow in his correſpondence generally confounds it with the office of © police of the city,” 
which is commonly the charge of Cutwall, and never aſſigned to the court of juſtice either civil or 
criminal. | 2 


The means uſed by Mr. Briſtow to carry this plan into execution mark no great extenſion of 
deſign, or effort of invention ;—the account which he himſelf gives of his progreſſive aQs in 
this buſineſs is, that very early after his arrival he deſired the Miniſter to eſtabliſh the Fow| 
Adawlet upon a reſpectable footing ; that he next applied for the appointment of a houſe to hold 
the court: That all the Nabob Vizier's houſes being occupied (for Mr. Briſtow ſays, that the 
Miniſter had purpoſely filled them with lumber, to ſerve as an excuſe for withholding them) the 
Miniſter allotted a tent for the uſe of the Mowlevy. At length a houſe was allowed him, but 
he did not like it, becauſe it was “ ſituated in the center of the palace, where his proceedi 
ce would be ſubject to reſtraint, the place itſelf too confined,” and ſome of the Nabob's effects r- 
. maining in it. The correſpondence encloſed by Mr. Briſtow ſnews that he too thought the houſe 
too ſmall, and that the Miniſter maintained a contrary opinion, but would apply for another; that 
both concurred in opinion of the unfitneſs of the tent for a court of juſtice the Miniſter pray- 
ing for time to get a houſe ; That Mr. Briſtow required the court to be held in the city—an 
the Miniſter pleaded the Nabob'*? orders for its being held in the palace, with other queſtions of 
the like moment; but that on a firm declaration made by Mr. Briſtow, that he would appeal to 
the Governor General and Council, the Miniſter implicitly ſubmitted, affirming, at the ſame time, 
that he had never diſputed Mr. Briſtow's orders. In the ſame period of time another ſource of 
difference aroſe, which is moſt imperfectly connected with the fame ſubject, and is thus explained 
by Mr. Cowper, in reply to an appeal made to him by Mr. Briſtow for that purpoſe. That Mr. Brit 
tow «recommended to the Nabob Vizier the immediate inſtitution of a Fowjdarry Adawletat Luck- 
« now; —that Mr. Briſtow's “ ſole motive in this recommendation (if Mr. Cowper had not ut- 
cc terly miſunderſtood him) was to reſtore peace and order to the capital, and ſecurity to its in- 
ce habitants ;**—that as the Governor General had himſelf mentioned the want of proper courts of } 
Juſtice, as a cauſe of great evils, but adviſed much caution in their introduction; and as both 
Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Cowper apprehended “ Danger from the abrupt application of the remedy, 
« when the evil was univerſal,” Mr. Briſtow, © whoſe attention was engaged by objects of more | 
« immediate importance, requeſted, © that Mr. Cowper would enquire and endeavour to aſcertain 
« how far a reformation, ſo neceſſary to the proſperity and happineſs both of the Prince and 
« people, might be effected with the leaſt poſſible inconvenience and delay.“ That © in confor- 
c mity to Mr. Briſtow's wiſhes, he ſent for Mowlevy Mobein, who had received his (Mr. Briſtow's) 
„ inſtructions to aſſiſt him, propoſing to enter with him into ſuch explanations as “ might afford 
him an idea of the ſyſtem of juriſprudence then eſtabliſhed there; but the Mowlevy affured 
him, that “ there was not, nor had been for years, even the ſhadow of a police ;** that his appoint- 
ment was «a mockery, and himſelf a pageant.” After much diſcuſſion of the unfitneſs of 
ſuch a man as the Mowlevy (a ſchoolmaſter) © to diſpenſe law to a whole people, and to unite 
cc in his perſon, the civil and criminal juriſdiction of ſuch extenſive countries, which he fas 
was an indication of the diſpoſition of the Miniſter, too plain to be miſtaken, he adds, “I muſt 
“ confeſs, I drew a concluſion from it that at once induced me to augur very ill of our under- 
« taking, and determined me to proceed in it with all warineſs and circumſpection.“ The iſe 
was, that after very mature deliberation, he adviſed Mr. Briſtow © to confine his views for the pte. 
« ſent to the inſtitution of a Fowjdarry Court for the capital only” (which I muſt obſerve he had 
before mentioned as the original tr hg and actually formed) — that Mr. Briſtow took his ad- 
vice, and obtained the Nabob's aſſent, and his appointment of Mowlevy Mobein to preſide in the 
Court, now limited to the capital; “ and here,” ſays he, © the matter {ill reſts to this hour; and 
“e to this hour the inhabitants of Lucknow are left in a condition of licentiouſneſs, very near ap 
&« preaching to a ſtate of nature.“ | a ee 


] hare 


( 249 ] 
1 have recapitulated Mr. Cowper's account of his commiſſion, but I profeſs that I do not un- 
terſtand the drift either of the appointment, or of his explanation of it. What gave occaſion for 


the latter, was this :—Mr. Cowper, by ſome commiſſion from Mr. Briſtow, received petitions from 
the inhabitants, to which he affixed orders, in the formal ſtyle of mandates from the Nabob Vizier, 


tendence of the court of Adawlet, and an uſurpation of his Excellency's right of ſovereignty ;— 
and he therefore called upon Mr. Cowper, in writing, to “ ſtate the inſtructions which he had 
« received from Mr. Briſtow on this occaſion, ' and his proceedings. in conſequence;” and © ex- 
« plain his conduct relative to ſuch petitions as Mr. Briſtow might have referred to him.” The 
ſum of Mr. Cowper's explanation is, if I conceive it rightly, that he received from Mr. Briſtow 
neither appointment nor inſtruction, nor performed any act relative to either. 


With reſpect to the petition, he ſays, and prefaces what he ſays with calling it © the undiſguiſed 
J 


« Alla Cawn to write on the face of them ſeverally an order, ſuch as, had it finally reſted with him 
« to ſettle them, he ſhould have iſſued upon the occaſion, and then bad him carry them to the Mi- 
6 niſter;' © Not,” he adds, © that the Vizier's ſeal ſhould be affixed,” but © that the Miniſter ſhould 


the Miniſter was to know inſtinctively, as appears from what immediately follows: “ And I choſe 
« this mode of communicating them rather than by letter, becauſe it was the ſimpleſt and rea- 


with two others furniſhed by Hyder Beg Cawn, for their curioſity. 


| Mr, Cowper's | | | | 
Superſcription, BD, 5 5 S 28. . Þ 9 
JFC. $. 
4. GB. LY KA .. 
* * | 2 N 4% * 
o 
. * .%:S 
>" "" 8 | 
V 
„VVV 0 S 
X % . e 
Y %.% . % 


The renowned Nuvyaub, the Diſpenſer of Juſtice to the Age. 


Arzee. Buddim Sing is Kannoongo, of the Purgunnah of Durreaabad, Munſa Sing, 
: Jemadar of the Mouza of Shapoor, has confined the brother of your ſlaves for 


the reaſon is, that during the Aumildaree of Setul Chund, the diſmiſſed Aumil of 
the Jagheers, he entered in an agreement for the above Mouza or diſtrict, under 
the ſecularity of the faid Kaunoongo : He has moreover plundered our property, 
and razed our habitation. We hope from your goodneſs and favour that our 
brother may obtain his liberty, and that we * agreeably to juſtice, receive back 
the property, goods, grain, &c. which he has plundered. 
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for the redreſs of the petitioners, - This, Mr. Briſtow ſaid, had been miſrepreſented as a ſuperin- 


« ſtate of the caſe,” that as the petitions were referred to him he had them read, and directed Hoſſein 


« decide upon the propriety of his ideas, and immediately reje& or adopt them, as he ſaw fit.” This 


« dieft, &c. He then refers to one of the petitions, which he incloſes; and I will inſert it here, 


theſe eleven months paſt unjuſtly, and without cauſe, and will not ſet him at liberty; 
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Erzee to the Nuvyaub, the Diſpenſer of Juſtice, &c. 
Arzee. 95 Sets forth, That Jauni Beg unj = and by force and violence, hath ſeized upon 


the dwellings of certain widows. ou are the protector of the poor. Why. 
ever may be your derermination in behalf of the widows, be pleaſed to declare it 


: We have no other refuge but you, &. He ny down four or five 
houſes, and he has now prohibited water from being carried to four or five others, 
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been confined in priſon during the whole of the laſt year: From the time of Fakur 
Chund's appointment, he has treated them with the utmoſt ſeverity, even to the 
prohibiting their food from being brought to them. We had rented the Purgun- 
nah of Aali Gunge for three years. —Four months of the Fuſſull of Hurreef r- 
mained when we were turned out: All that was received to that period was paid; 
and if he had continued through the Hurreef Fuſſul, the remainder would have 
been paid. We are in no ſhape guilty.— We hope from your favour and good. 
| nel, that in your kindneſs to the poor and the helpleſs you will ſet them at l- 
berty, &c. b 
8 
N A 


Let thoſe who will, comment on this tranſaction. It was a groſs and moſt indecent attempt to 
dictate to the Vizier of the empire the words of his own mandates, which the V izier was to co, 
from Mr. Cowper's draft, and iſſue without a knowledge of the ſubject. It is an inſult to comma 
ſenſe to impoſe any other conſtruction upon it. Ef 


Mr. Briſtow's motives for giving theſe extraordinary authorities, and N them with b 
many angry movements, is more extraordinary than the acts. themſelves ; and muſt own that 
1 firſt read them with an idea which no conſequent act has effaced, that he wrote them une 
the conviction that he might write what he pleaſed, in the aſſurance of its being favourably # 
cepted. | 5 | xD, 


I have already mentioned the inſtructions which I gave to Mr. Middleton, relating to the . 
duction of Courts of Juſtice in the Nabob Vizier's dominions, which will be found, on 2 = 
examination of them, to have been dictated under doubts of its expediency. In my inſtru . 
to Mr. Briſtow, written with a fuller and recent experience, I expreſſed thoſe doubts in terms, fi 0 
ing many ſtrong reaſons for entertaining them, and concluded with recommending the WW. 


to his enquiry, but without venturing to give him any inſtructions concerning it. Mr. Brite 


1 


letter which he wrote on the 12th December, profeſſedly intended as a detail of his tranſactions and 
intentions reſpecting the execution of m inſtructions, adopts all my concluſions; and adds to them 
other arguments, much ſtronger, againſt the inſtitution of Adawlets ; and ſo much ſtronger, that f 
theſe alone ought to have deterred him from attempting it. He cloſes the ſubje& with the following | _ 
words : | | | | 


« ] would, however, propoſe, that Moulavy Mobein, the man recommended by Mr. Middleton, 
« ſhould continue with the name of Sudder ul Huck ; and when regularity ſhall be introduced into 
« other branches of the Government, the extenſion of his power will form part of the plan.“ 


Theſe are the authorities which Mr. Briſtow quotes from his attempt to introduce the eftabliſh- 
ment of his plan, whatever it was, for the adminiftration of juſtice ; and they are inſerted at full 
length in the third number of the Appendix to his Letter. I appeal to the ſame authorities, for | 1 
proof that I gave him no inſtructions to inſtitute Courts of Juſtice ; that he had therefore no mn 
authority to attempt it; that he himſelf declared it to be improper ; and by his own interpreta | 
tion of my inſtructions gave them the force of orders prohibiting any ſuch attempt; that by ſuch 114! 
a declaration, concluding with a recommendation to ſuffer the nominal appointment to ſubſiſt, = 
without any ſubſtantial application of it, he certainly intended to convey to me the aſſurance ine- 1 
vitably implied by it, that he would himſelf attempt nothing beyond the appointment; and that, by 
attempting it, he has conſequently been guilty of the double charge of diſobedience of orders and 
deception. | OO os tons 


T have now gone through the examination of the charges againſt Mr. Briſtow, and of his anſwers 
to them, according to the order in which he has himſelf arranged them. I ſhall not attempt, by an 
recapitulation of-them, topoint out the ſtrength of the former, or the inſufficiency of the latter. L 1 
leave both to make their own impreſſion; and doubt not that they will neceſſarily produce, in the 
minds of others, a conviction which they have produced in my own, that the truth of every charge 
zrainſt Mr. Briſtow is either poſitively or preſumptively eſtabliſhed, even by the authorities which 
he has himſelf produced to refute them. | 


I myſelf am 8 aggrieved by Mr. Briſtow's conduct and pretenſions. Every accumulation 
of his guilt is doubled by the attempt to fix the original charge of it upon me. In his declarations 
to the Nabob Vizier, to the Miniſter, and even in his addreſſes to the Board, he appeals to my in- 
ſtructions, as the rule and warrant of his actions. To diſprove this, I need only to appeal to my in- 
ſtructions themſelves : theſe had one eſſential object, - the diſcharge of the arrears due from the 
Nabob Vizier to the Company, with his growing debt; and every article of them had a regard 
either to the means of rendering this point effectual, or to the cautions requiſite in the exerciſe of 
an univowed influence, in the place of a lawful authority. The means by which our Government 
acquired this influence, and its right to exerciſe it, will require a previous explanation : both origi- 
nated in our connection with the Nabob Suja Dowla. I found him a dependent on the Company, 
or rather on the Commander in chief of the army. Under the authority of the Council of which J 
was the Preſident, in the year 1773, I concluded a treaty with him, which left him optionally free, 
but virtually dependent on our Government, by the reciprocal obligations of it, which on our part 
conſiſted in military aſſiſtance whenever he demanded it; and on his, the payment of a fixed monthly 
ſubſidy for the expences attending it. He remained the abſolute ſovereign of his own dominions ; and 
whenever he found the preſence of our army, or the aſcendant of our alliance, too powerful for his eaſe 
or dignity, he might free himſelf from both, by the diſmiſſion of the former. But the neceſſity of his 
affairs rendered it unſafe or inconvenient to part with it, as was evinced by the experiment of a few 
months, in which the army was remanded to our frontier, and again recalled for his ſervice ; and 
thus its attachment to him, and the kind of tribute which he paid for the uſe of it, were rendered per- 
manent, but in ſuch a mode, as conduced to his intereſt and ſafety, without a diminution of perſo- 
nal conſequence. He was himſelf the inſtrument of forming' this relation; he felt the advantages of 
it; he experienced nothing humiliating in the ſuperiority of the part aſſigned [to our Government in 
it: and in the ſhort interval which followed the conſtruction of it, two rich and extenſive member 
were added to his paternal dominions, beſides that which he acquired with it. | , 


Let me add, without the imputation of aſſuming too much ſelf-conſequence, that my perſonal be- 
haviour to him was unvariably-marked by a ſtudied reſpect. In public, I addreſſed him as my ac- 
knowledged ſuperior : in private, for only one perſon was ever privy to our conferences, I made my 
demands in firm but decent language; exacted his compliance, by ſtating the grounds of our mu- 
tual neceſſities, without either concealment or exaggeration ; and obtained, with his chearful and moſt 
ling conceſſion, the beſt acceſſion of a new dominion; a portion of the wealth of a valuable and re- 
mate territory, without the burthen of its adminiſtration. He parted from me contented ; and if 1 
may truſt to thoſe aſſurances which my ſtation may be ſuſpected to have extorted from private adula- 
uon, he publickly and frequently acknowledged the obligations which he owed me; and even in oy 
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laſt moments recurred to them, in the line of conduct which he recommended to his ſon and ſuc. 


ceſſor, the preſent Nabob Aſſof u' Dowla. 


With his death a new political ſyſtem commenced, and Mr. Briſtow was conſtituted the inſtru- 
ment of its formation, and truſtee for the management of it. The Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah waz 
deprived of a large part of his inheritance, I mean the province of Benares, attached by a very feeh}. 


and precarious tenure to our dominions; the army fixed to a permanent ſtation in a remote line 


of his frontier, with an augmented and perpetual ſubſidy ; a new army, amphibiouſly compoſed of troons. 


in his ſervice and pay, commanded by Engliſh Officers of our own nomination, for the defence 
of his new conqueſts ; and his own natural troops annihilated or alienated by the inſufficiency o 
his revenue for all his diſburſements, and the prior claims of thoſe which our authority or influence 
commanded ; in a word, he became the vaſſal of the Government: but he till polleſſed an often. 
ſible Sovereignty, his titular rank of V izier of the Empire rendered him a conſpicuous object of yiew 
to all the ſtates and chiefs of India; and on the moderation and juſtice with which the Britiſh Go. 
vernment in Bengal exerciſed its influence over him, many points moſt eſſential to his political 
ſtrength, and to the honour of the Britiſh name, depended. 


This is not a place, nor have I room in 4 to prove what I ſhall here content myſelf with affirm. 


ing, that by a ſacred and undeviating obſervance of every principle of public faith, the Britiſh do. 


minion might have by this time acquired the means of its extenſion, through a virtual ſubmiſfion to 
its authority, to every region of Hindoſtan and Deccan. I am not ſure that I ſhould adviſe ſuch à 
deſign, were it practicable, which at this time it certainly is not: and I very much fear that the jj. 
mited formation of ſuch equal alliances as might be uſeful to our preſent condition, and conduce to 
its improvement, is become liable to almoſt unſurmountable difficulties, Every power in India muſt 
wiſh for the ſupport of ours, but they all dread the connection. 


The ſubjection of Bengal, and the deprivation of the family of Jaffier Ally Cawn, though an 
effect of inevitable neceſſity, the preſent uſurpations of the rights of the Nabob Wallar Jau, in 
the Carnatic, and the licentious violations of the treaty exiſting between the Company and the Na- 
bob Nizam ul Dowla, though checked by the remedial interpoſition of this Government, ſtand a; 
terrible Precedents againſt us. The effects of our connection with the Nabob Aſſof o Dowla had 
a rapid.tendency. to the ſame conſequences, and it has been my invariable ſtudy to prevent it, - by 
the removal or reſtriction of every authority or influence derived from our Government which in- 
terfered with his, and by the promiſe of whatever means I might poſſeſs for withdrawjng that inter- 
poſition of it in the internal management of his affairs, which we exerciſed in the aflignments 
made of portions of his revenue for the payment of the Company's debts, whenever he ſhould either 
have diſcharged them, or could afford a ſecurity for their payment. It is not unknown to the mem- 
bers of the Board, who compoſed it in the beginning of the year 1781, how much it was my wiſh, 
even then, to return on a new commiſſion to the Reſidence of the Nabob of Owd, provided I could 
be entruſted with powers to make ſuch an accommodation, for his finances were daily diminiſhing ; 
the Preſence of the repreſentative of our Government enfeebled that of the Nabob in its executive 
acts, and all the provinces of his dominions were gradually ſinking into decline, the reproach of which, 
even from our own countrymen, was caſt upon our Government as the cauſe of it. 


Unfortunately, the Nabob Vizier wanted the requiſite talents for buſineſs. His underſtanding, 
though far under-rated in the common opinion of it, was deficient in many other requiſite qua- 
lities of Government; but it was united with a gentleneſs of manners, a ſuſceptibility of. kindneh, 
and a pliancy of will, which might, in proper hands, conſtitute an equivalent to them, It was in 
my reliance on the effect of theſe qualities that I ſolicited, and in their effect obtained from him, in 
return for my conceſſions, his agreement to the admiſſion of the aſſiſtance of the Reſident, in tie 
charge then ſpecially W to his Miniſter, of his finances and public diſburſements. Difſatished 
with the conduct of Mr. Middleton, the Reſident to whom this charge was firſt committed, and of 
his deputy, Mr. Johnſon, to whom he delegated it, I formed the reſolution of naming Mr. Briſtow 
to it in their ſtead. To this J had various and powerful inducements. The firſt and principal 
was, the reiterated order of the Court of Directors for his appointment: ſecondly, the wiſh of the 
other members of the Council urging it: thirdly, their declarations of uniting to ſupport my au- 
thority, and other concurrent circumſtances removing the objections which had hitherto oppoſed it: 
fourthly, a reliance on the perſonal gratitude of Mr. Briſtow, for my optional nomination of im 
to ſo important a truſt : and, fifthly, his aſſurances, and a pledge given me for the performance 
of them, in which I then repoſed a religious confidence: I propoſed, and the Board agreed to his 
appointment, leaving it to me to give his inſtructions. Theſe were accordingly delivered, f 
verbally, but accompanied with heads in writing for his remembrance, in a diſcourſe which 
occupied four hours of my time, when I was'yet too ill to write, and they were afterwards dic- 
tated, for I continued unable to write them; and having received the approbation of the Board, 
they were tranſmitted to him on the 24th of October. 


| Thave detailed the proceſs of this affair to ſhew, at leaſt, the improbability of Mr. Briſtow's miſunde 
ſtanding my intentions reſpecting the line of conduct which he was to purſue, if theſe were 0 


* 


a r as wad ins Aa _ a= 


— a SO pes  g- 


W 
al 
he 
u- 
1 


1 


contrary to that which he did adopt. Hitherto the Reſident had never interfered beyond advice and 

perſuaſion. I myſelf never affected a higher claim; nor had I a ſuſpicion that Mr. Briſtow would go 
beyond it; it therefore never occurred to me to guard againſt it. On the contrary, I will freely con- 
fes, and I am alhamed of it, I yielded to him an implicit confidence. As to my inſtructions, and 
their real objects, I affirm, that they have been wholly neglected; nor has any uſe been made of them 
but to pervert them to deſigns of which I know not the authority, nor can deviſe any other end 
but private rapacity, In one inſtance, indeed, he may appear to conform to them; which is in his' 
diſagreements with the Miniſter, with-whoſe conduct I Was certainly much offended, on the occa- 
ſons which had afforded me ſo much offence againſt Mr. Middleton; and I therefore warned him 
to keep a watchful eye on Hyder Beg Cawn, and I ſpoke of him in terms which marked great diſ- 


truſt of his principles, and diſlike of his character. Whether I was right or wrong in my. judg- 


ment, I will not now attempt to determine: I certainly erred in the unreſerved manner in which I 
communicated it, ſince'it has been fo frequently and powerfully retorted upon me: but Hyder Beg 
Cawn is not the object of this diſcuſſion. Let his former conduct have been what it would, it will 
not juſtify Mr, Briſtow in acts done conſequent to it, and independent of it. Let his preſent con- 
duct be what it will, it will not warrant Mr. Briſtow's uſurpation of an authority which was never 
entruſted to him, and in the commiſſion of inſults and indignities to a Sovereign Prince, united by 
treaty to the Company and to the Britiſh nation, There is not a ſyllable of my inſtructions which 


will admit of a conſtruction of a power to aſſume any authority whatever in the adminiſtration of the 
Nabob Vier. 9 Gr | 


The only paſſage which 1 find, in a recent ſearch, to bear any thing like a tendency to it, is the 


Cloſe of the 13th article; in which, ſpeaking of the dangerous abuſe which the Begums had made of 


their Jagheers, I direct him to remonſtratè in the ſtrongeſt terms againſt their reſtoration ; and 1 
add, that he“ muſt not permit it until this government ſhall have information of it;“ but how far 
even this expreſſion was from conveying the idea of his exerciſing an authority over the Nabob, will 
be demonſtrated by the expreſſed purpoſe of the communication, in the words immediately following; 
viz, „and ſhall have time to interpoſe its influence for the prevention of it.” This extract will 
ſhew, that in a caſe which I deemed of the utmoſt conſequence to the ſafety of the Nabob's domi- 
nions, and of our political intereſts, in this inſtance more nearly than any other connected with 
it, I did not conceive, that even the Governor General and Council, in their collective capacity, 
had a right to interfere with authority; but could only make uſe of the means of perſuaſion, or, 
as it is expreſſed, © to interpoſe their influence,” for preventing the evils which we ſuppoſed; . 
and can it be believed, that I ſhould inveſt Mr, Briſtow with powers of which I diſavowed the 

uſe myſelf, and denied the exerciſe of them to the adminiſtration of which I was the firſt 


Member ? 


Thy article reſpecting the Nabob Vizier begins with an injunction © to ſtudy, on every occaſion, 
* to conciliate his good will, and to ſhew him every oſtenſible and external mark of reſpect.“ I ex- 
preſled © my hope, that he would not find it difficult to make the Nabob himſelf the mover of every 
* act neceſſary, whether for the advancement of his own intereſts, or the diſcharge of his debt to the 
* Company.” I recommended to him to endeavour to win the Nabob's confidence from Hyder Beg 
Cawn: and I remember uſing this, or a very like expreſſion, in my verbal inſtructions: & Be you 
$ his Miniſter, and make yourſelf his Advocate, and the V indicator of his rights, if his prefent Mi- 
* niſter ſhall injure them.? And I ſtrictly enjoined a preference of the Nabob's claim to the ſum 


allotted to his perſonal expences before any other, little imagining that this clauſe would be perverted 
to a virtual but effectual deprivation of the uſe of it | | 


The advice which I thus pointedly recommended to Mr. Briſtow, was ſuch as I ſhould have pur- 
ſued myſelf, had I been in his ſituation, and with a well-grounded expectation of ſucceeding in at- 
taining the preſcribed. objects of it; for I have myſelf experienced what might be effected by concilia- 
tion in ſituations the ſame as his, and in others not diſſimilar from it, and on minds more difficult 
than the metk ſpirit of the Nabob Aſoph u Dowlah ; for I never found either the acute apprehenſions 
and quick ſuſceptibility of Meer Coſſim, nor the pride and manly ſenſe of the Nabob Suja Dowla, im- 
penetrable to arguments applied to their intereſts, and delivered with truth and plain dealing, which 


| Vere all the arts I ever uſed in my political negociations. 


But 1 have a further proof, and an unanſwerable one, that I neither had, nor could have had, any 
lg in any commiſſion given to Mr. Briſtow, either hoſtile to the Nabob V izier, or offenſive to his 
clings, without ſuch a profligacy of character as muſt have been marked by the whole tenor of 
N. life according with it. When I mentioned to Mr. Briſtow my intention of appointing him to the 
2 of Lucknow, I at the ſame time informed him, that I could not yet effect it, until I had 


urance that it would be acceptable to the Nabob Vizier, not knowing whether, from former 


a anſactions, the Nabob might not have a perſonal exception to him ; and I therefore directed him to 


Pa. by letter to the Nabob himſelf for his conſent. Mr. Briſtow did write to him accordingly. 


alſo cauſed Rajah Govind Ram, the Nabob's Vakeel, to apprize his maſter that the application 
was made with 


e ee e + knowledge, and with my wiſh that it might prove effectual, if the Nabob had 
5 objection which I had apprehended ; and left he might be induced, by his remembrance Go 
DO | | . ; the 
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the intereſt by which Mt. Briſtow's former appbintment had been before made, to ob wi ds 


principle of delicacy to myſelf, I deſired Rajah Govind Ram to aſſure him, that Mr. Briſtow ſhout 
receive his appointment from my own choice, not by the impoſition of any authority contrary to it: 

but I abſtained from any direct communication of theſe ſentiments, that the Nabob might be the 
freer in his deciſion upon the propoſition ſubmitted to him. I have already alluded to this kran. 
action in a minute, dated the 7th of March 1783, and dictated on a different ovtafion, and with 


other particulars, which are here omitted. Mr. Briſtow will not deny the fact, as I have related it; 


1 


and Mr. Macpherſon will poſſibly recollect it. 


1s it poſlible that I could have uſed ſo much delicacy, and affected ſuch a tenderneſs towards the 
Nabob, if I meant to ſend a tyrant to rule over him? | Dubs ft te SE 


I ſhall forbear to ſpeak my apprehenſions of the conſequences, if it ſhall be finally reſolved by the 
Members of this Board, that Mr. Briſtow ſhall be formally veſted with the power of ruling the domi⸗ 
nions appertaining to the Nabob Aſoph u Dowlah, and guaranteed to him againſt all ihvaders, by 4 
ſacred treaty, by which the faith and honour of the Britiſh nation, ahd not the Company alone, ate 


pledged to maintain it. A ſyſtem of ſuch controul cannot ſubſiſt on conſtructive powers ; aid if 


the Board do not notify to Mr. Briſtow the declaration which I have made, of the tevocatioh of 
thoſe which he received from me, and which he has groſsly abuſed, I ſhall ; and at his perll let hin 
dare hereafter to quote them, as containing the authority for his actions. 'Thole who abet him in 
his conduct ought to preſcribe to him the rule of it. hen I am made acquainted with that rule, 
I will record my opinion of it.—Would to God I could prevent it, and the dreadful conſequences 
which, however, qualified, muſt attend the exercife of any dominion built on ſuch a foundation, and 
committed to ſuch a ruler! REL EE POWs e | Gn 


| | (Signed) | WARREN HASTINGS: © 
Acting Secr. to the Secret Departmt. 
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EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, the 6th October 1584. 


A + Ol rom HYDER BEG KHAN : Received September 27th 1783. 
* _ Uſual introduction. - 75 


THE diſputes which have ariſen with Mr. Briſtow, and the violences exerciſed by that Gentleman 


have been repeatedly communicated to- you by his Highneſs, and by me, 


On every occaſion, and at every time, when Mr. Briſtow has offered ſuch violences, as fp | 


friend, adviſed him againſt ſuch meaſures-; but the ſelf-ſufficiency of Mr. Briſtow would never ſuſfer * 


Martin was Mr. Briſtow's friend, I gave information of thoſe circumſtances to him; and he, 


the advice of any one to make its proper impreſſions. In the repreſentations I have made to ya 


T have never deviated from the truth. Copies of ſuch correſpondence as has paſſed be | 
te | 


Briſtow and me on public affairs, I have tranſmitted to you. Colonel Martin is acquain : 
ſuch matters as have paſſed verbally between us; and indeed, with thoſe which have been the 1! 
jects of our correſpondence. If you think proper, let the neceſſary orders be ſent to Colonel M 


and the truth of the foregoing particulars will be made known to you by his evidence. fs | 


——— — — 8 — 
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His Highneſs, and I, your ſervant, hope your juſtice ; and that from impartial juſtice we ſhall 
obtain redreſs, EP 5 e 8 SN e e nog cr 


The intereſt of the Company's Surcars have never yet been negleQed, nor ſhall they in future be 
neglected. | - | | 9 „ | . 
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EXTRACT of BENGAL GENERAL CONSULTATIONS, the 14th Oktober 1783. 
| The Governor General informs the Board that he has heard from good zuthörity, that the early 
towards Delhi, and that a ſcarcity is apprehended down as far as Benares, _ 


Such part of the Secret Proceedings of the 29th ultimo, as relate to this ſubjeQ, ate transferred 
to this department, and recorded as follows: To pron ee Te: OT; e 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
| hare the honour to tranſit yoit 4 Cp of a letter T have received from the Reſident at the 


Honourable Board to rhe for information upon the mode of ſupplying grain for the troops 
as he cannot be ignorant that his Excellency. the Viziet's agents are 2 y entruſted with the fur- 
niſhing ſupplies of every kind for the troops at this ſtation. , | 
And 1 ſhould on that accoufit have applied to him 7 an emergency of that nature. For if 
he would exert the authority veſted in him, there would be nd danger of ihe troops ſuffering from 
the ſcarcity which he ſeems to think we have ſuch an alarming proſpect of. And in order to pre- 
pare againſt the fatal effects of the famine we are threatened with, I hope your Honourable Board 
will in your wiſdom think fit to order ſtores of every kind of grain to be ſent up here from the 
lower provinces in g66d time, but 5 to point out to you what is neceſſary on the 


| occaſion, as you muſt be informed on that head better than I poſſibly can be. 


Although the crop of the firſt ſeaſon has totally failed, I have yet ſome hope that the following 
ſeaſon may be a plentiful one; for two years ago we had here a ſimilar failure of the firſt crop, 


7 


but a fall of rain at the 
a ſcarcity, e 


—_ 


— ” 


Colonel JAME 8 MORGAN, commanding in the Field. 


The alarming proſpect of a famine, from the failure of the periodical rains until this advanced 


the ſubſiſtence of the troops under your command, during the period fo dreadful a calamity may 
rags to laſt. I have referred the Honourable Board to you for particular information on thoſe 
eads, : 2 | IS 5 | | 


Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,. 3 
deptember $th 1783. | 8 | Keſident at the Vizier's Court. 


A true copy. ; 
(Signed) James Morgan. 


crop has generally failed up the country, and the famine has ſome tittiè been felt in the weſtern part 


Vizier's Court; and I cannot help remarking upon it, that it is very ſtrange he ſhould refer Je | 
ere, 


cloſe © the ſeaſori produced a plentiful crop of the ſecond, and fo prevented 


2 1am Kc. Lhe Fes — | | | f | ; 5 5 | | 0 | SY : 
Cawnpore, 5 | DE ODD (Signed) JAMES MORGAN, SS 
10th September 1783. Colonel, commanding 2d brigade. 


ſeaſon of the year, obliges me to requeſt you will tranſmit your opinion to the Governor General 5 
and Council, on the moſt eligible mode of furniſhing the quantity of grain which ſhall be required for 


Honourable _ 
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mine. | 
tiful rains, ſtill the miſchief to the Kurrief crop muſt be very great. For three 


rains during the latter end of the ſeaſon, and the uſual ſhowers in the months o el 
nions and the adjacent countries. At Delhi and Agra, numbers have periſhed from the * 


zier's dominions, as to preclude his Highneſs from affording to the neighbouring people the afl. 
ance which humanity ſhould otherwiſe have prompted. Ce ee er 
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Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 7 


& gb 
Ls 


IK -1 


It is with the utmoſt concern inform you, that the periodical rains have been hitherto © 4 
ceedingly unfavourable, as to expoſe theſe provinces to. the moſt dreadful ↄf all calamities, 3 fl. 
1 0 even we ſhould, for the ſhort period that remains of the ſeaſon, have the moſt plen. 


> | December « 
January (which are alſo neceſſary to furniſh plentiful crops) have failed, both in the Vizier's 


| 
V. 


and it is a circumſtance I relate with the deepeſt ſorrow, that ſuch was the alarming ſtate of the 


The ſcarcity was beginning to rage in the Frontier provinces of Rolhi Cund and Etaya, and: 
prohibition of the exportation of grain became a meaſure of abſolute neceſfity. On this head 
5 already tranſmitted information to your Honourable Board. —:. CEN 


The unſettled ſtate of the Vizier's dominions, the great abuſe of authority in every branch of | 


his Highneſs's Government,. and the poverty of all ranks of men, afford a proſpect, the diſtreſil 


conſequences of which are beyond the powers of deſcription. I hope, Gentlemen, fo circumſtancel | 


that 1 ſhall be excuſed from ſuggeſting thoſe means which occur to me for the alleviation of the 
evil; the putting an entire ſtop to it will I fear be totally impracticable. ee ee 


3 : * 


The ſituation of the countries to the weſtward being ſimilar to our own, it is impoffible to hoe 
for ſupplies from thoſe quarters his Highneſs can only expect aſſiſtance from the Companys 
provinces; and in this . I would recommend to your Apt Board to grant a remiſſion of 
duties, and every encouragement to merchants who ſhall import grain into the Vizier's dom. 
nions. The ſame remiſſion of duties ſhould be publiſhed by his Highneſs. ss. 


The ſupply of grain to your troops will become a matter of immediate and previous conſiders. * 
tion; and beg leave to recommend that you take this important object under your own inſpection, 
by appointing proper perſons, either in the Company's or Vizier's dominions, to provide the neceſ. 
fary quantities of grain, and that it ſhall be kept in ſtore at Cawnpore, and Futty:Ghur, 


I have addreſſed the commanding officers, requeſting that they would 5 tranſmit their b | 


to your Honourable Board on the moſt eligible mode of furniſhing the ſupplies, and the qun. 


tity required. 


1 . Fs e VVV Le 
Ffw. | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, _ 
September 8th 1783. j EReeſident at the Vizier's Court. 
Reſolved, That the duties be taken off for two months from the iſt October, from the tranſpor- 
tation of grain of all kinds to the Upper Country, and that the Board do then conſider of the necel- * 
ſity of prolonging the term. oe Ed | F 


The following orders were in conſequence iſſued. 


| JOHN SHORE, Eſquire, Acting Preſident, and the other Members of the Committee of | 


Revenue. 


Gentlemen, 


The Reſident at Lucknow having repreſented to the Honourable the Governor General and Coun- ö 
cil, that the periodical rains have been hitherto ſo unfavourable, as to expoſe the Vizier's provines 


to the moſt dreadful of all calamities, a famine ; and the Board deeming it incumbent upon them 


to provide for their relief as far as they can, and for the ſubſiſtence of the Company's troops in 
the Vizier's dominions in this time of ſcarcity, have been pleaſed to reſolve, that the duties be 
taken off for two months, beginning with the firſt day of next month, from the tranſportation of | 
grain of all kinds to the Upper Country; after which period the Board will conſider the neceliity 2 
if any ſhould exiſt, for prolonging the term. „„ D 


This information is conveyed to you by their order, that you may make the ſame public through | 


out the Company's provinces. 


| | „„ I am, kee. . | 
Council Chamber, | (Signed) 1 7 E. H, | 
209th September 1783. i | Sub Secret off | 


f % 
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JOHN MACEKENZIE, Eſquire, Preſident, and the other Commiſſioners of Cuſtochs. - 


Gentlemen, | | i Tops 
The Reſident at Lucknow having repreſented to the Honourable Governor General and Council, 
that the periodical rains have been hitherto ſo unfavourable, as to expoſe the Vizier's provinces to 

the moſt dreadful of all calamities, a famine ; and the Board deeming it incumbent.'upon them to 
provide for their relief as far as they can, and for the ſubſiſtence of the Company's troops in the 

Vizier's dominions in this time of ſcarcity, have been pleaſed to reſolve, that the duties be taken 

off for two months, beginning with the firſt day of next month, from the tranſportation of 

grain of all kinds to the Upper Country; after which period the Board will conſider the neceſſity, 
if any ſhould exiſt, for prolonging the term. You are directed by the Honourable Board to iſſue 

the neceſſary orders in conſequence to the officers of your department. | | 5 


50 5 : a 1 am, Kr. 3 4 | ; | 'p ; ö : 
| i , mo Go nl 
Council Chamber, is op 


4 


29th Sept. 1783. NT ig 


i * 5 
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* 


— 


JOHN BRISTOW, Efquire, Reſident at his Excellency the Vizier's Court. 
I am. directed by the Honourable the Governor General and Council to acknowledge their re- 
ceipt of your letter, dated the 8th inſtant, and to acquaint you that, in conſequence of the infor- 
mation which it conveys to them, that the POE rains have been hitherto Þ very unfavourable, 
as to expoſe the V izier's provinces to the dreadful calamity of a famine ; they have been pleaſed to 
iſſue orders, and to direct that the ſame may be made public, that the duties be taken off for two 
months, beginning with the firſt day of next month, from the tranſportation of grain of all kinds 
to the Upper Country; after which period the Board will conſider the neceſſity, if any ſhould exiſt, 
for prolonging the term. | : Ee. | 


| „ . J am. Kc. 8 TL . 
Council Chamber. (Signed) F 
the 29th Sept. 1783. e e of Sub Secretary. 


— 


Colonel JAMES MORGAN, commanding at Cawnpore. 
l am directed by the Honourable the Governor General and Council to acknowledge their re- 
ceipt of your letter dated the roth inſtant, and to acquaint you, in reply to it, that they have been 
pleaſed to iſſue orders, and to direct that the ſame may be made 5 that the duties be taken 
off for two months, beginning with the firſt day of next month, from the tranſportation of grain 
of all kinds to the Upper Country; after which period the Board will conſider the neceſſity, if any 
ſhould exift, for prolonging the term. e 


| | 5 1 25 1 am, . e ; | 
Council Chamber, © (Signed) ** 
EEEtftft!f!̃˙˙H Mo ̃ĩ. ] ³ , ĩ˙⸗ ie TREE. .; 
YN + FRANCIS FOWKE, Efquite, Reſident at Benares, = 
mn dir 7 ; 


The Honourable the Governor General and Council having received information that the perio- 
ical rains have been hitherto ſo very unfavourable, as to expoſe the V izier's provinces to the moſt 
dreadful of all calamities, a famine, and that a ſcarcity is already apprehended as far down as 
enares ; I am directed to acquaint you, that they have been pleaſed to iſſue orders, and to cauſe 
the ſame to be made public, that the duties be taken off for two months, beginning with the firſt 
day of next month, from the tranſportation of grain of all kinds to the Upper Country ; after 
Which period the Board will conſider the neceſſity, if any ſhould exiſt, for prolonging the term, 


the ate f.. 
e 29th Sept. 1783. 5 | 5 | Sub Secretary. 


Read 


WE | 
Bead the following letters and encloſures fram;Mr.iBriſtow, 


* - Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | ASL e 
Under date the Sth inſtant, I had the hongur to inform ydu of the melancholy proſpect of a 
approaching famine; and it is with. the deepeſt concern Lam neceſſitateil to adilreſs Fer again. on 
this diſagreeable ſuhject. Should e yet have a favpurable change of weather, the Rubbycha 
would be ſaved; but as. the ſeaſon is ſo far advanced, it is, in, my opinion, unſafe to. plaoe any ws. 
liance on fortuitous events, and every poſhble expedient ſhould» be adopted ito alleviate the dreay.. 
ful conſequences which are apprehended. The indloſed copy of my correſpondence with the com. 
manding officers (No. 1.) will explain chow very ſeuerely a ſcarcity is dlreatly felt, from were ap. 
Prehenſion of a famine; for as the evil cannot exiſt at the preſent period, the cauſe muſt prpeesl 
from ſome fatal error in the management of the Vizier's affairs; and a calamity, which in te 
* ſhocking to Nr N is thus aggravated 7 the abuſe of power, and the anarchy which preyails 
in every part of his Highneſs's dominions. So inadequate are the meaſures followed to the object 
to be attained, that the neceſſary ſupplies for the Nabob's houſehold, and the inhabitants of Lyck. 
now, are furniſhed with difficulty. I ſpeak from what I have really experienced, having fer 3 
whole day been unable to procure a ſmall quantity of grain ſufficient for che ſupport of m 
family. The inconveniencies we are likely te ſuffer, have induced me to propoſe to the Gentlemen 
of Lucknow our purchaſing a ſtock of grain equal to our own conſumption, and that of our fer. 
vants and dependants, including the Reſident's guard, and that every man ſhould receive his 
quota, paying the prime coſt. —By this plan we ſhall be relieved fram diſputes with the Virier's 
ſubjeQs, and the diſagreeable neceſſity we now find ourſelves under of applying to his Highneſs, which 
is actually the caſe, for his influence to enforce our daily ſupplies of the neceſſaries of life, Sen- 
ſible, Gentlemen, of the infamy which would deſeryegly attend my engaging in commercial con- 
cerns, to benefit by the miſeries of mankind, and knowing how jayuieuly the charaers of 
ſome reſpectable perſons were aſperſed during the famine in Bengal, I think it a duty I owe 
my own feputation to make this declaration of my intentions, and {akieit your approbation. I fur. 
ther intend to leave the management of the purchaſes, and the diſpoſal of the grain, in the hands 
of any four Gentlemen at Lucknaw, and conduc} the whale tranſaction in the molt open and 


©” ty ww ws 


Excuſe my again addreſſing you on the necęſſity of adopting timely and effectual meaſures for the 
ſupply of the troops in the field; the difficulties they now labour under are evident, and hereaſter 
I much doubt if it will be poffible to procure, even by compulſion, the neceſſary quantities of grain, 
I am convinced, that little or no aſſiſtance can be expected from the officers of the Vizier's govern- 
ment; many of them receive a conſiderable proportion of the revenue in kind, and they will not 
fail to take every advantage of the times, to make an enormous and unjuſtifiable profit. How 
to counteract abuſes which are founded on enen errors, is nat an eaſy taſk ; for from the 
uncontrouled authority poſſeſſed by every Aumil, and Hyder Beg Cawn's obftinacy in oppoſing 

every meaſure of reform, the decreaſe of revenue, and general miſery are daily accglerated, 
The total want of police creates perſpnal inſecurity; each Zemindar of a village exerciſcs a 
tyranny ; is the revenger of his own wrongs ; and the lives of the inhabitants. are faeriticed 
without enquiry, and even the forms of juſtice are ſuperſeded. A recent inftanee occunad, for 
iy explanation of which I beg to refer you to the incloſed copy (Ne, a); of letters ſrom Captain 


OS = A =, ws. my 


$ —— 


V edderburne and Major Nicol. For the daring robhery, and murders * eoxamitted not ft) yards | 
om my own guard, I have hitherto been unable to obtain juſtice, though part of: the praperty _ 
ſtolen was ſeized, and the offenders traced to Miliabad, a diftrit under Ahmed Beg, a dependent 
and an immediate protege of tne acting Miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn. His Highneſs had, but the 
week before the outrage, happened, compelled the Cutwals of 3 to enter into the allegations 
to make reſtitution. for loſſes ſuſtained within their reſpective juriſdictions, I applied: for: juſtice 
in the form preſcribed, and likewiſe inſiſted on one of the Cutwals, Muckoo Cawn, a man notorious 
for his colluſion with the thieves, being compelled. to. exert. his endeavours in apprehending them, My 
applications were treated with contempt. Muckoo Cawn, ſhortly after, received diſtinguiſhing 1 
marks of the Vizier's confidence and favour, by. heing. promoted to the afffce of Superintendent 
of the Police of Lucknow, and gelben Hat een promiſed and exacted. I have kept a regiſter 
of one hundred and twenty robberies and murders perpetrated in Lucknow and its ſuburbs, , daring 


the laſt ſix months, ang. it is a certain, ang. inęontroyextible fact, that.ngt. a ſingle affander hs been 
brought to julice, | | ' 8 8 


My motive, Gentlemen; in makipg. this, jon, is to preſent, to. yu view a Cantet 
thouzh cruel picture, of Five $1. and/of. the.tamatts,apd.blogdfhed whigh:2 
to be expected during the, approaching calamity. Af eder and, regularity, have lang, Inde beep.bar 

niſhed, and we are not informedat. Lucknow, of the numb ECF 
parts of the country; at leaſt I Thould ju | | | 


| judge fo from my correſpondence with the Aumils, and other 
natives, which contain an uninterrupted narratiyg. af ſeditions and tumults, and earneſt application 


: : ” 


for military aid, to awe or expel refractory Zemindars, 


* Vide Reſident's addreſs to the Honguzable Board, dated the 28th May 1783 ker = DP 


na 
The Vizier has iſſued general orders to the Aumils for prohibiting the exportation, and monopoly 
of grain, and direing a reaſ6nable affize to be ffxed; hut 15 the causes I We Kiel, apopoly 
archend they will avail little in averting the impending calamity. | 

Lucknow, Te T YT OE EW 
auth Sept. 178g. (Signed ) JOHN BRISTO wN, 


P. S. Having applied td Alma Ally Cen for an rder to his Naibs to ſupply the troops Under 
Col. Cumming's command with five hundred maunds of grain a day, I have the pleaſure to inform 
you, that he has complied. His Highneſs has alſo directed, in caſe of the murders ind robbery per- 


families of the deceaſed, that a fine be levied upon the Pergunnah, and the offenders be apprehended, 
if poſſible, and brought to condign puniſhment, _ . 1 7 

230; September 18 9. (Signed) oN RIS TO WD 

̃ : 7 1 7 ) | | 1 Reſident kt the Vilter's Court, 


8 
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COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING ts Mr. BRISTOW, dated zh 
| 1 : | eptember 1783. | | e 
HAVE to inform you, that Captain Grueber marches to-morrow morning for Berelli with his bat- 
talion, to relieve the four companies of the 21ſt regiment now at that ſtation, 
I am ſorry to be under the r of addreſſing you again with a complaint againſt the people 
in a diſtrict belonging t6 the Aumil of Rohileund. I have jolt received information of, the inha- 
bitants of Paherpore having ſtopped the boats belonging to the Gentlemen of the Barelly detach- 
ment. It is likely; that before this time they hive ban ters the. bãggage they. contained; however, 
that no endeaveur to fave them might be wanting on my part, I have ordered Captain Grueber to 
march that way with his battalion; and to effect their immediate felèaſe. But this is not a ſingle 
inſtance of the auddeious behaviour bf theſe people; every day produces fome complaint of the 
| ſame nature, I am continually writing to the PhoiifUar of Jellalabad, and other places, without pro- 


bringing proviſions to camp becomes ſtill greater. The troops already begin to ſuffer diſtreſs ; and the 
evildemands a ſpeedy remedy, I Havè therefore to requeſt that you will, as ſoon as poſſible, rèpfe- 
ſent theſe circumſtances to his Excellency the Vizier, and recommend to him to uſe ſuch means 
as will be moſt certain of procuring redreſs. I do not believe that Perwannahs, or any writings, 


to enſure obedience to his orders, and to puniſh thoſe inſurgents, either by his own troops, or to 
permit me to employ thoſe-of the Company on that fervicſcg ee. „ 


— 


f tember 1783. 4 


WROTE you yeſterday reſpecting the-difficutry we were under in procuring proviſions for the 
camp, I am now unwillingly obliged to addreſs you again on the ſame ſubject, 


Fran at the ſame time it is repreſented to me, that there is not a grain of wheat in our Bazar. 
ns being the-caſez. I am reduced th the neceſlity af ſending à party of feppys to..releaſe, the bul- 
Xs above-mentioned; It is with great reluctance I have adopted this meafure, Without the expreſs 


8 8 delay; I muſt again moſt earneſtly entreat you to repreſent this to the Vizier without any 
day, and. to inform him alſo, chat we are in a manner beſteged by' the Officers of Government. 
r ſupplies. are ſtopped on every ſide, and our diſtreſſes are riſen to ſuch ah height, as muſt compel 

| © OE take the reſponſtbility-on myſelf, and ſtate the cirgumitances at ful length to. the Hongur- 
ard, .ſhould the. Vizier diſapprove of my conduct: I truſt, however, yo will ſee this matter 


* 


"s . Þ — i . 7 — «a 
its true light, and render this unneceſſary. The Vizier's Cutwaf has juſt now. repreſented to MC, 


, — 


at if the grain now ſtopped on the roads is not releaſed, he ſhall be obliged to leave camp, as he is 
außer from the reſentment of the troops. cCopx 
| | , 


total want of ſubordination in every. branch of the*government, there is but too much reaſon to ap- 
Reſidefithr'the Vizier's Cburt. 


rated in the Pergunnah of Sindicla, that reſtitution ſhould be made to the ſurviving ſufferers on the 


ducing any good effect; and as the ſcarcity of grain in the country increaſes, the difficulty of 


wil produce the required effect. it is neeeſſary his Excelleney thould employ ſome military force 


COPY of a Lever from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW, $th'Sep- 


l 5 . „ ny — — » — TAR — 
— . R — <- -—_—. — — 


| am this moment informed of the Cutwal of Illalabad having ſtopped 200 bullocks loaded with 
command or approbation of his F But circumſtances are ſuch as will not admit of a 
* 


qua to lend an armed force to the ſeveral patts of the country whence the burner are. yſyally brought ; 


s TE. - - N 
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PLES 1 . 


| THE alarming proſpect of a famine, from the failure of the perioical rains until this advancel 


on this head. 


COPY of a Letter from Lieut, Colonel KNUDSON to Mr. BRISTOW, 13th Septen 


ſold here at a moderate rate; we have wheat at 17 ſeer for a rupee, and pulſe and other grain cheap 
in proportion. I have requeſted of Raja Surat Sing to exert his authority in preventing the mond 


[ 260 J 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING, 8th Sep. 
| 3 55 tember 1783. | 1 


Encloſe you the copy of an order iſſued by his Highneſs to Mahomed Cazim, Rajah Surat ding 
Jaoo Loll, and Mahomed Beg. I beg the favour of your informing me to whoſe juriſdiction th, 
places you ſpecify (Ullalabad, MEH e fd elong. I hope the party you have detached to the former 
and the orders you gave Captain Grueber concerning the latter, will have the deſired effect; and! 
can only ſay, that if you ſhould have ſucceeded in apprehending any of the offenders, I will uſe my 


utmoſt endeavours with his Highneſs that they may receive exemplary and ſevere puniſhment, 


4 


— 
— 


TRANSLATION of an Order from his Highneſs the NABOB VIZIER to MEHA Raju 
SURAT SING, Superintendent of Barrelly, ' &c. MIRZA MAHOMMED CAZEM 
Aumil of Jellapore, MIRZA MAHOMMED BEG, Sizowal of Firockabad, and RAJ 
JAOO LOLL, Aumil of Sandy Pawlly, dated the 8th of Showall 1197. i * 


T ſupplies of grain for the troops under the command of Colonel Sir John Cumming having 
been impeded, I direct that you uſe every means to aſſiſt in furniſhing them; and ſhould an 
Zemindars, or others, detain or intercept the ſupplies, and military aid be required, you will make 
your repreſentation to Colonel Cumming, who will grant you affilan nce, ef 


— 
et 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to Colonel JAMES MORGAN, Sch September 1789 


ſeaſon of the year, obliged me to requeſt you will tranſmit your opinion to the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, on the moſt eligible mode of furniſhing the quantity of grain which ſhall be e. 
quired for the ſubſiſtence of the troops under your command, during the period fo dreadful a cal 


mity may be likely to laſt, I have referred the Honourable Board to you for particular Van, 


A letter to che fame purport with the foregoing written to Sir John Cumming, | 


— 5 , 2 — — — 


— 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to Lieutenant Colonel KNUDSON, 8th September 
| | 1783. of . 1 ; 
TRE alarming proſpect of a famine, from the failure of the periodical rains until this advanced ſer | 
J fon of the year, obliges me to requeſt you will tranſmit your opinion to me on the moſt eligidl 


mode of furniſhing the quantity of grain which ſhall be required for the ſubſiſtence of the troops u. 
der your command, during the period fo dreadful a calamity may be likely to laſt, 


8 


— 


2703 > 5 3 | 

I have the honour to inform you that the four companies of Sepoys, which were attached tom 
command, have this day been relieved by a battalion from Futty Ghur, under the command of Cap | 
tain Grueber, which officer is at preſent next in command to me. Wt ET Rk | 


? 


2 wn 2». 


The failure of the autumnal rains threatens this country with the 7 calamity, the cat 
on the ground for want of water; and as it is with much concern I mutt obſerve, that every 
preſents us with the proſpect of an approaching famine. By my efforts, grain ſtill continues t0 


— — 2 
— — — 


© 2 


of the grain, as it muſt be productive of very fatal conſequences to the poor. 


Coll, 
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COPY of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Knud to Mr. BRISTOW, September the 12th, 


By this Dauk I have the honour to receive your letter of the 8th inſtant : conformable to your re- 
queſt I ſhall tranſmit to you in a few days an exact eſtimate of the daily conſumption of proviſions - 
in my camp, with my opinion regarding the ſteps which appear neceſlary to be taken to prevent the 
troops under my command from ſuffering want, ſhould this country be viſited by the calamity which 
the failure of the periodical rains threatens it with. NT Tho op 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN COMING to Mr. BRISTOW, 17th Septem- 
ber 1783. | | 


| Agreeably to your deſire, I have made enquiry into the monthly conſumption of grain by the de- 
tachment under my command, which is. as follows : 


| [Mons per] Mons per 
Month, Month. 


Wheat 


— — 17.3500 88,200 

Dual — — 1,500 18,000 

Barley — — 5,2500 63,000 

Rice —, — 750 9,000 

Bedgere and Jjeẽ wer — 1, 500 18,000 
Gram — — 


2,775 23, 300. 


| 19,125] 229,500 


In this eſtimate no allowance is made for Contractor's cattle, it being ſuppoſed that his Agents 
vill provide for them. | | | . 


Out of the 229,500 mons, it. is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that one third may be procured in the 


and moſt convenient markets either in the Vizier's dominions, or in the province of Behar, and to 
lorm a magazine. | | 8 | 


The moſt eligible place for the magazine would be the fort at Futty Ghur, becauſe in caſe the 


reaſon to apprehend, the country people would riſe in arms, and ſeize proviſions wherever they could 
be found. There will alſo be ſome difficulty in bringing the grain to Futty Ghur, both by water and 
land, on account of the inſurrection of the inhabitants of the places through or near which the grain 
ma) happen to paſs. | | | 5 N | 3 . py 
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COPY of a Letter from Mr. JAMES MORGAN to Mr. BRISTOW, 22d September 5 
8 - ; „ 1783. e ; 8 ; $4 4 


Being given to underſtand by the Deputy Cutwal, that 16 boats laden with different ſorts of grain, 
belonging to the Merchants of this Bazar, have been forced to go back from Allumchund to Illaha- 
bad, by Iſhmael Beg's fon, and will not be permitted to come up here, I have to requeſt that you will 
de ſo good as to ſend an order down for their being releaſed : at this time there is not in the Bazar 
fre ſcarcely ſufficient grain to ſupply the. troops for two days, and they have, I am concerned 
: near it, began to complain about the ſcarcity already. Therefore, if you have no objection, I 
immediately write to Captain Dennis to deſire him to take care that no boats of grain coming 
p for this camp ſhall be in future ſtopped there, when paſſing on their way here; and as moſt of 


erchants of this Bazar may be allowed to purchaſe it there, as well as other people, for I underſtand 
105 ate prevented; and I find that Colonel Sir John Cumming has ſtationed ſepoys to prevent any 
I © Xing brought down here from the upper diſtricts, which circumſtances will reduce me to the 
: 2 15 of ſending out guards to aſſiſt the Cutwal's people in getting the neceſſary ſupplies for the 
| 133 unleſs the country people are ordered to ſell their grain to our Merchants, and will do 
+ For I cannot think of ſuffering the troops under my command to feel any diſtreſſes or 

o III, U uu difficulties 


country, the remaining two thirds it would, in my opinion, be adviſeable to purchaſe at the chiefeſt 


troops march, a ſmall force would ſuffice for its protection. Should a famine take place, as we have 


Pur grain ſupplies have been uſually drawn from the diſtricts about IIlahabad, I requeſt that the 


_ confuſion. 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to Colonel JAMES MORGAN, Sept. 234 1763 


Beg, who is now here, to ſend an order to his ſon immediately to releaſe the 16 boats laden 


. Hiculty we procure grain for our daily conſumption ; and J am not a little apprehenſive, that urle 


262 J 


difficulties for want of grain, when I know there is abundance depoſited at no great diſtanee fron 
my camp, and the country people are now hoarding” up their grain, and burying it, with a ſeemin 
intention to take the advantage of the time, and' to create a ſcarcity that I am afraid cannot be as : | 
general, and will not be fo in all probability; and it would be ſtrange were it ſuffered to be ft 
rtially, and eſpecially by our hes op To prevent which, if other effectual meaſures are not taken, 
F oat o no otherwiſe than make uſe of ſepoys. However, ſhould I be neceſſitated to take that ſte 
the greateſt care ſhall be taken that the owners receive the full and proper price for their "3 
and that no more ſhall be brought here than will be abſolutely neceſſary for the conſumption of the 
troops and camp followers, and no perſon ſhall be ſuffered to collect grain here, in order to carry it 
to other places to be ſold. 7 


I beg leave to repeat my requeſt, that Seway Sing may be permitted to return here < ſoon as pol. 
ſible, as the people he has left in charge of the Bazar affairs here, ſeem unable to keep them from 


£ 


„ 


— 


I am favoured with your letter of the 22d inſtant, and have, in conſequence, requeſted Ina 
with grain belonging to the merchants of your Bazar, which he had detained. 


With reſpect to your writing to Captain Dennis to deſire him to take care that no boats of grain 
coming to your camp ſhould in future be ſtopped, I can have no objection to your doing it. 


I ſhall diſpatch Seway Sing to you to-morrow. 


= "EIS 
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COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to Colonel JAMES MORGAN, Sept. 24th 1783, 


I have given this letter to Sewayje Sing, and in reply to the detaching ſepoys to protect the ſup 
plies of your camp, as propoſed in your letter of the 22d inſtant, it appears to me a meaſure of ne- 
ceſſity in the preſent ſtate of affairs, and as ſuch I ſhall recommend it to his Highneſs for his fin- 
tion; to-morrow I will addreſs you more fully on this ſubject, as well as on Sewayee Sing's difer 
ence with Sectul Perſaud. | 7 MT | | 
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COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW, 21ft Sept. 1% 


The troops being now almoſt four months in arrears, I beg leave to put you in mind how mud t 
they are diſtreſſed by the want of money and the dearneſs of proviſions ; they would not feel ti Y 
former ſo ſeverely, were it not accompanied with the latter. I am ſenſible the troops within tir 
provinces are more in arrears than thoſe which are here; but they feel it leſs, becauſe grain 1s tw0 | 
thirds cheaper there than it is here. For this reaſon I ſhould be extremely happy i 


| you coi 
furniſh us with two months pay. I beg leave alſo to inform you, that it is with the grea di 


great care and precaution be taken, we may be, for a time, totally without any. I have been: 
formed that there are 200,000 mons of grain treaſured up at Kanooge; I with, therefore, you woll 
procure an order on Elmaſs Naib to ſupply. us with 500 mons a day. The Benjaras ſhould pa i 
full price it is fold for in the country round Kanonge : And to prevent other people from purchan 
under fictitious names, I would give Zewannas, or certificates, to camp Benjares, who ſhould del: 
ver in our Bazar the quantity they received at Kanonge. | | 


True copies, 


(Signed) 


x e of 
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COPY of a Letter from Captain CHARLES WEDDERBURN, commanding the 31ſt Re. 
giment of Sepoys, to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, September 14th 13. 


Major Nicol having left this place the 13th, for Lucknow, and left me in charge of his Regiment 
to attend your orders. | : 5 
] beg leave to inform you, Sir, that a number of ſepoys, diſcharged from the regiment, were 
returning to their homes, that one of them came in here this evening, and declares that he, and 
about 25 others, were ſurrounded by a body of armed men (he thinks one hundred and fifty) in 
the Purgunnah of Sandecla, and Zemindarry of Bowanny Sing, Rajepoot ; that after robbing the 
ſepoys, who were twenty-five in number, of their clothes and three months arrears of pay each 
of them had, they murdered one of the number, and the others endeavouring to fave themſelves by 
light were purſued, and ten more-of them killed. „%%% 


Having referred the matter to Solyman Beg, the Phouſdar's Naib here, he has written 3 Naib _ 


at Mutcheretta (Cuſeal Chund) to make full inquiry into the matter. Sendecla not being in the 
Khyrabad collection, I beg to be favoured with your orders, as I apprehend offenders fo. atrgciouy 
ought to meet with the moſt exemplary puniſhment. e e 


— 


i 


COPY of a Letter from Major JAMES NICOL. to Mr. BRISTOW, 22d September 1783, 


Since the account you have had of Captain Wedderburn, of the atrocious action committed 
againſt the ſepoys who were diſcharged from the regiment in the Purgunnah of Sandecla, five of 
them, who eſcaped from being maſſacred, have come to me, and requeſted I would repreſent the 
matter to * ſo that they may have redreſs and reſtitution made them of the property they have 
been robbed of. | 


I have particularly examined into the matter; and they give the following account of it: 


That on the 15th inſtant, on their way to their homes, they paſſed through the village Alta, in 
the above-mentioned Purgunnah, about nine in the morning, twenty-five in number, and that 
they halted at a well a ſhort diſtance from the village to drink water. As they proceeded o 
their journey a few huudred yards from thence, they ſaw a number of armed men collecting on 
each fide of the road, on which they halted. That Bowanny Syng, the Zemindar of Alta, who 
headed them, called out, they were deſerters from the regiment, and thieves; they muſt therefore 
return to his village until they gave an account of themſelves. The ſepoys aſſured him they were 
neither the one nor the other, but ſepoys who had been diſcharged the ſervice, and had their diſ- 
charges with them, with my ſignature to it. This did not unf Bowarny Sing—he inſiſted upon 
their going back to the village (as he pretended he could not allow them to proceed) as he had an 
order from Durgan Sing, the Talluckdar, not to permit them until they had obtained an order from 
the Phouſdar; on which they returned to the village. The Zemindar, Bowanny Sing, then 
told them, that they muſt put their coats, money, and effects in one place, and when the matter 
was enquired into, they ſhould have them again. They accordingly ſubmitted. | 


One of the laſt three ſepoys, who put down their things, aſked the Zemindar, if he meant to take 
their effects from them by this procedure ? Or if his intention was really to make an enquiry ? and 
aſſured him, they were neither deſerters nor thieves. When his people replied, Don't you ſee we 
are going to take your things you Byan Choot? The ſepoy deſired him not to give him abuſe; 
that he was a Raje . as well as themſelves : On which Bowanny Sing ordered his people to cut 


him down. The two ſepoys by him drew their ſwords to defend themſelves, after the other man 


was killed, but were overpowered and murdered. The reſt of the ſepoys, having no arms, 7; 
off, but were purſued, and three more killed, one of their ſervants, and ſix wounded, who with 
Ciffculty got into a village half a coſs from Alta, where they left them. The ſepoys who have 


given me the above account, inform me that one Nundee, a merchant of Sandecla, was witneſs to 
the whole tranſaction. 4 | 


I ſhall not trouble you, Sir, With an reflections of mine on an action which diſgr aces the very 

name of Government, as the evil e Aae which will enſue, was ſuch an enormous crime to 

paſs unpuniſhed, will naturally ariſe in your mind; and I have no doubt but the ſurviving ſepoys will 
tain ample ſatisfaction from your juſtice, and the aggreſſors puniſhed according to their deſerts. 


True copies. 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, Afliſtant 
1785 to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
a Honourable 
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| Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to encloſe the copy of a letter I have received from Lieutenant Colonel Kny. | 


ſon, on the ſubject of ſupplies for the troops ſtationed in the province of Rohilcund. * | 


Lucknow, | Tam; e.. 
27th Sept. 1783. JOHN BRISFOW, . 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


* 2 * I". DIO 


To JOHN BRISTOW, Efquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 

Sir | | 7 
I have the honour to tranſmit you an eſtimate of the quantity of grain requiſite for the ſubſg. 
ence of the troops under my command for ſix months, in which I have ſpecified the daily and 
monthly conſumption of each particular kind of grain and pulſe. As I have in my calculation 
the expence attended to the ceconomy the exigency of the times require, I have allowed mainte. 
nance for no greater number of bearers, ſervants, and camp followers, than what are neceſſary fut 
the indiſpenſable ſervices of camp. Since the calamity with which this country is threatened ren: 
ders it abſolutely neceſſary that the ſubſiſtence of the troops ſhould be ſecured from a certain fund, 
a magazine ought to be eſtabliſhed, from which every man is to be ſupplied with his daily ratio « 
allowance. This repoſitory, as it is of the utmoſt conſequence to the troops, ſhould, to preyent 
fraudulent practices, remain under the controul and ſole charge of the commanding officer, But 
the means neceſſary to be purſued in drawing ſo large a ſupply as will be requiſite for depoſit from 
a country which, like this, already ſuffers from a ſcarcity, in the manner that will prove the | 
teaſt grievance. to its inhabitants, I preſume to ſay, is an object of the moſt ſerious conſideration 
to Government, ſince the welfare and exiſtence of thouſands are concerned therein. There is, in 
my opinion, but two ways uf procuring ſupplies : The firſt, by an order from his Excellency the 
Vizier to the Aumils of their ſeveral diſtricts, to furniſh the quantity requiſite, in ſuch proportion 
as can be collected from the inhabitants without leaving them deſtitute of ſubſiſtence ; the ſecond, 
by contract. The evil the country is likely to experience from the former is, that the Vizier's off- 
cers, who are charged with furniſhing the ſupplies, may, perhaps, under the ſanction of fo extenſive 
a latitude, indiſcriminately lay violent hands on whatever grain may be found in the diſtri, and 
ſeize ten times the quantity required to be provided, and by that means bring deſtruction on the 
heads of thouſands (without mentioning the loſs of revenue to Government) by the deaths and emi- 

gration of the inhabitants, who will naturally feek thoſe places where their wants may be relieved, 
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In the ſecond inſtance, ſhould Government approve of contracting, ſuch an equitable price ſhoul 
be fixed on the grain as the pay of the ſepoys will afford. Dy UL» e, ee 2 


Camp, near Barelly, | Jam, &c. BS: op 3 
Sept. 23d 1783. (Signed) CHRISTIAN KNUDSON, 
x 4 | Lieut. Col. commands. the detach. at Barely 
A true copy. | is | 
(Signed) John Briſtow, „ 
5 d Reſidt. at the Vizier's Court. 
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ESTIMATE of the Daily Cot ſumption of Grain and Provifions of the Detachmint under the 
| | ___ Command of Lieut. Col. Knudſon. | | os | 


Camp near Barelly, September 20th, 1783. |Wheat| | 
= Flour. |Rice.| Gram. 


| 4 


To the military expences for the European officers, artillery, and 


ſepoys — F 8 mM 1 | 
For the Beniahs, ſervants, and neceſſary camp followers | —]. 57.9 55 | 
j otal daily expence — = 148 72 | 
T.ootal expence for one month — — 
Grand total for ſix months 5 — 8 2 
Signed) CHRISTIAN KNUDSON, _ 
' | | Lieut, Col. commanding at Barely 


A true copy. | 
John Briſtow, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. i 

| Honourabic 


L 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


I had the honour to addreſs you on the 24th inſtant, with information of the diſtreſs the troops 


ſuffered from the ſcarcity. I now tranſmit copies of further letters that have paſſed between Colonel 
Cumming and me on this ſubject. | < 


I am, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
28th September 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


* 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING, 25th Sep- 
| tember 1783. | 


| have received your letter of the 21ſt inſtant, and, in compliance with your requeſt, tranſmit an 
order from Almaſs Ally Cawn to his Naibs at Kanooge, and other places, directing them to furniſh 
the quantity of five hundred maunds of grain a day for the ſupply of the troops under e com- 
mand. Almaſs Ally Cawn has been particularly ſolicitous, that I would beg of you to ſuffer an agent 


on his behalf to accompany the people you may depute on this buſineſs, in order to prevent diſturb- 
ances and interruption in the execution of it. | i. | | 


P FR 


TRANSLATION of an Order from ALMASS ALLY CAWN to his Naibs; dated 26th 
| of Showal 1197, or 25th September 1783. | 


A reſponſible agent, on the part of Col. Cumming, will be deputed to purchaſe grain in the 
diſtricts of Kanooge, &c. ; as the quantity of five hundred maunds is the daily conſumption in 
camp, I therefore write you to ſupply your reſpective proportions of the ſaid quantity, the ſame 
being fairly paid for, and, colleCtihg the grain required, cauſe it to be delivered to the Colonel's 
agent, Do not on any account neglect this buſineſs ; and know this to be a ſtrict injunction. 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW, 26th Sep- 
=p | tember 1783. | | „„ | 


Jam extremely ſorry to trouble you ſo often on the ſame ſubject, but neceſſity muſt plead m 


cauſe. We are at preſent in the greateſt diſtreſs for proviſions, and you know how little power 
hare over the Aumils to oblige them to ſupply us. | 


Apprehenſive as I am for the conſequence, ſhould the troops be for any conſiderable time without 
| provitions, I muſt earneſtly requeſt your attention to this repreſentation, | 


tt AY" 
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COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRIS TO W to Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING, 28th Sep- 
12 5 - =." rember-2784. - 5 55 Ny 


1 am favoured with your letter of the 26th inſtant. On the 25th I tranſmitted you an order from 
Amaſs Ally Cawn to his Naibs, directing them to furniſh the quantity of grain you required, 
being five hundred maunds a day. His Highneſs's other Aumils have alſo been repeatedly directed 
to render you every aſſiſtance in their power; but it is too late to obtain the Vizier's commands to 
Ohpatch them by this night's dauk; and to-morrow I will adviſe him to iſſue the moſt poſitive 
nunttions, and threaten them with ſevere puniſhment, if they neglect your applications: Except 
Mm the caſe of Almaſs, you have not pointed out the particular quantity you would require from any 
one diſtrict, or I would cauſe it to be inſerted in the orders to the different Aumils, 


[ am to obſerve, 


reſt with that all T can do in this buſineſs, is to convey his Highneſs's commands it will 


you to enforce them, and act according to the emergency. 
: Mr, Melyill has drawn for eighty thouſand rupees, which I underſtand will enable him to iſſue 
178 11. to the troops, The Treaſury is ſo very low at the prefent period, that the collections 

8 55 | gs F | are 
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with a further ſupply, ſufficient for your wants. 


the current price of that neighbourhood. 


| acceſs to camp, I ſhall ſend parties of ſepoys to protect it, but with poſitive orders to interfere 


| diſobedience. 


TRANSLATION of a Shokah from his 54 a: the Vizier to MEHA RAJAH SOORAT |} 
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are at a ſtand; but J ſhall certainly make an exertion to furniſh the nen imer | 


True copies. „3 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, | 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


” 


_ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, wr . 
I take the liberty to forward the copies of my correſpondence with Colonel Cumming. 


Lucknow, I am, &c. | 
3Zoth Sept. 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, | 
| 8 | | Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW, 27h Sep. 
: | tember 1783. e 3 


I am juſt favoured with your letter of the 25th inſtant, incloſing an order on Almas Aly 
Cawn's Aumils. I entirely approve of his having an agent to accompany the people ſent for grain. 
All T requeſt is, that grain be ſupplied for the conſumption of the troops upon the Benjaries, paying 


As it is probable the inhabitants of the villages through which the grain paſſes may interrupt it 


no further than to eſcort hither what 1s received from the Aumils and their dependants. 
The letter I ſerit you reſpecting the mode of ſecuring ſupplies for the ſeaſon, I hope you have 
tranſmitted to the Board. I have not addreſſed them on the ſubje&, as I thought I could not with 
propriety intrude on them an unaſked opinion. : ns as Ts 
Mr. BRISTOW in Reply, dated 29th September 1783. 

I have received Jour letter of the 27th inſtant „ and now do myſelf the pleaſure to incloſe 1 


copy of his Highneſs's orders to his Aumils iſſued this day. I have likewiſe. written to them, re- 
commending ſtrict attention to what the Vizier has directed, and explained the conſequences of their 


I tranſmitted a copy of your letter on the ſubject of ſupplies to the Honourable Board a 
the 24th inſtant. N | 08 e | e 


ten. 4 6 dll iii ak. * 89 2 Fi b — Aw. 
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SING, MERZA MAHOMED CASE 


„ ROY BUSSUNT ROY, and MAHOMED | 
BEG, the 1ſt Zukaade 1197. | 54 | 


Orders were before iſſued to you concerning ſupplies of grain for the troops under the command 
of Colonel Sir John Cumming ; you are now alſo written to, that you may not, under any pretenc5 
neglect this buſineſs, and in caſe you ſhould, you will be expoſed to our diſpleaſure ; and the Colonel 
has our direction to proceed againſt you. W | FL 


— 
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COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW ; dated 
28th September 1783. | 


I addreſſed you on the 21ſt inſtant, ſtating the diſtreſſes of the troops for want of pay. ge 
are now four months in arrears, which, though longer than they have ever been ſince you 


ſidentſhip, would not be fo very diſtreſſing, were it not accompanied by the enormous price 85 
alarming ſcarcity of proviſions; my principal motive for repeating my ſolicitations is gal 2 
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| | 0 | | 
henſion of not being able to march, ſhould the exigency of the ſervice require it. Situated as we 
are on the frontier, it is both my inclination and duty to keep the detachment always ready for im- 
mediate ſervice. | 


I am ſenſible that the troops at Khanpoor are as much in atrears, and thoſe within the pro- 
vinces even more fo, than this detachment ; yet, as there is a difference of thirty per cent. on 
the price of proviſions between the rate at Futty Ghur and the former, and a much greater dif- 
ference when compared to the latter, it is impoſſible for them to feel the want of money ſo ſevere- 
ly as it is felt here : For theſe reaſons, IJ am thus urgent in my requeſt. You, however, are the 
beſt judge of what probability there is of our being called on to march ; ſhould ſuch an event take 
place bins we received two months pay, it would not be in our power to carrry two days provi- 
fons in the field | | 


— 


True copies. „ 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
| Reſident at the Vizier's Court: 


2 ate... Bit, 


* 


| EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, the 13th Oftober, 1783. 


Mr. Stables having delivered his opinion on the Governor General's minute, accompanying Major 
Palmer's letter, entered on the laſt day's proceedings, it is now recorded. 


Mr. Stables. „„ 3 sch Oftober, 1783. 


I with pleaſure agree with the Governor General in the firſt part of this minute; and farther, that 
Mr. Cowper may be called upon to ſend to the Board the correſpondence which paſſed between them 


| and Major Palmer, the latter Gentlemen, having alluded to it in his letter to the Governor 
General. | ” Eh | 


Mr. M@Pherſon delivered in the following minute on the ſame ſubject. 
Mr. M®Pherſon. 


T agree that a letter, in the terms the Governor General propoſes, be written by the Secre- 
tary of the Board to Lieut. Colonel Martin; but it appears, from Major Palmer's public letters, 
of the 10th and 20th September to the Governor General, that Colonel Martin has been employed 
in a negociation with Hyder Beg Cawn, for Mr. Briſtow, which Mr. Briſtow is faid to have diſavow- 

ed, it would be proper to give Mr. Briſtow an opportunity of replying to Colonel Martin's evidence, 
and to afford him a ſimilar freedom to juſtify himſelf, as is granted to Hyder Beg Cawn to prove his 
accuſations, This will follow, by directing Colonel Martin to ſupply Mr. Briſtow with a copy of 


WM 


his evidence. 


I have heard of the private correſpondence between Major Palmer and Mr. Cowper., As a private 
T correſpondence, no perſon in poſſeſſion of it can properly bring it in public view, without the 
U conſent of the parties. But as Major Palmer ſuppoſes that an inference, hich is unjuſt, is drawn 

from this correſpondence, and that it is attempted to be proved by it, © that his continuance at Luck- 
now, after his return from Rampoor, was for the purpoſe of encouraging the Miniſter to oppoſe 
nl Þ the meaſures of Mr. Briſtow, and to excite complaints againſt his conduct; —ſo Major Palmer 


05 ſhould, I think, for his own ſatisfaction, publiſh thoſe parts of his correſpondence, which are faid to 
"ne! be perverted to ſuch an inference. 1 | 


Fs ne of the foregoing minute, the following was delivered in by the Governor 
General, | | | 


Governor General. 


Ghyretty, 11th Oct. 1783. 


ed 


5 Lon that my inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow, and the letter which I delivered with them to him for 7 


der Beg Khawn, my minute of the 6th, with Major Palmer's two letters, and that of Hyder Be 
Khawn accom 


They as fn panying it, the minutes of Meſſrs. M<Pherſon and Stables, this minute, and fuch others 
"Ne. A all follow on the ſubje of Mr. Briſtow's conduct, may be ſent numbers in the packet now 
11 4 er diſpatch. I muſt here alſo formally move, what I conclude to have been underſtood, that all 
opre- © Minutes and letters which have paſſed upon this ſubject ſince the 20th of April, may be ſent in 


.nſ00 


a col- 


duce the correſpondence between Major Palmer and Mr. Cowper appears to me to be repugnant to 


_ apprehend, from the context, that it was meant as a tacit acknowledgment that he had poſſeſſion 


ties themſelves, for the purpoſe of criminating the other, which I take upon me to affirm was the 


to refuſe it; ſince their reply cannot arrive till long after the preſent diſpatch—and I do therefore 


Reſident there, he was not appointed by him; and that, notwithſtanding he had not ſhewn any 


conferred upon him the moſt ample powers; that they had ſent out Mr. M<Pherſon, who was his old 


that, during his ſtay there, he had never ſaid any thing diſreſpectful of him, or endeavoure 
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a collective view by this packet to the Court of Directors: To render them complete, I ſhall add an 
extract of a letter "Man Major Davy to Major Palmer, written by my direction, and an extract of 
an addreſs from Rajah Govind Ram to the Nabob Vizier, both intended to obviate or efface any 
ill impreſſions which the Nabob Vizier might have received to the prejudice of Mr. Briſtow, and 
to beſpeak his favourable reception of Mr. Briſtow, on his recent appointment. Theſe letters are 
alluded to in the cloſe of my minute of the 29th ultimo, and in that which I delivered at the Board 
on the 7th March laſt, on the occaſion of Mr. Fowke's appointment to the Reſidency of Benares, 
and will be entered on the proceedings as vouchers of the declarations contained in bot. 


I muſt take the freedom to remark, on Mr. M®Pherſon's laſt minute, that his refuſal to pro- 


the principle implied in the reaſon aſſigned for it; I would willingly avoid ſaying or ſuggeſting what 
may give perſonal offence, but I feel myſelf at at loſs whether to underſtand Mr. MPherſon's words 
as a denial or admiſſion of his being in poſſeſſion of that correſpondence. To ſay that he has 
heard of ſuch a correſpondence, would in common conſtruction imply that he had it not, eſpecially 
ven this ſentence is applied to my requeſt that he ſhould produce it, if he had it; but I rather 


of it; for otherwiſe there would have been no occaſion to affign a reaſon for not producing it, 
The reaſon is, that, © as a private correſpondence, no perſon in poſſeſſion of it can properly bring 
« it into public view, without the conſent of the parties.” This principle will operate with equal 


force againſt the private communication of it, if it is judged to cdntain any matter tending to 
reflect on the character of the parties; and eſpecially, if it was communicated by either of the par. 


cafe. 
To refer me back to Major Palmer or Mr. Cowper for a copy of the correſpondence, is in effec 


proteſt againſt it, as a denial of common juſtice. 


"TE 7 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


INFORMATION communicated to the NAVVAUD VIZIER, by RAJAH GOBIND 
RAWVN, in his Erzie, dated 17th Ramzam A. H. 1196, or 27th Auguſt, 1782, by Directions 
from the GOVERNOR GENERAL. e N | 


This day the Governor General ſent for me in private; after recapitulating the various informi- 
tions he had received reſpecting the anarchy and confuſion ſaid to reign throughout your High- 
neſs's country, and complaints that neither your Highneſs, or Hyder Beg Khawn, or Mr. Middleton, 
or Mr. Johnſon, ever wrote to him on the ſtate of your affairs, or if he ever received a letter fron 
the Preſence, it always contained aſſertions contrary to the above informations, the Governor Gere. 
ral proceeded as follows : That it was his intention to have appointed Mr. David Anderſon to attend 
upon your Highneſs; but that he was ſtill with Sindeah, and there was no proſpect of his ſpeedy 
return from his camp; therefore it was now his wiſh to appoint Mr. John Briſtow, who ws 
well experienced in buſineſs, to Lucknow: That when Mr. Briſtow formerly held the office of 


inſtances of diſobedience, yet he deemed it neceſſary to recall him, becauſe he had been patronize 
and appointed by Gentlemen who were in oppoſition to him, and had counteracted and thwarted al 
his meaſures; that this had been his reaſon for recalling Mr. Briſtow: That ſince Mr. Francis's re- 
turn to Europe, and the arrival of information there of the death of the other Gentleman, the King 
and the Company had declared their approbation of his (the Governor General's) conduct, and bad 


and particular friend; and that Mr. Stables, who was on his way here as a member of the Supreme 
Council, was alſo his particular friend: That Mr. Wheler had received letters from Europe, in- 
forming him, that the Members of the Council were enjoined, all of them, to co-operate and act in 
conjunction vith him, in every meaſure which ſhould be agreeable to him; and that there Was 10 
one in Council now, who was not entirely united with him; and conſequently, that his authorit) 
was perfect and complete: That Mr. Briſtow, as was known to me, had returned to Europe Age 
injure him ; on the contrary, he had received accounts from Europe, that Mr. Briſtow had ſpoke 
much in his praiſe ; fo that Mr. Briſtow's friends there had become his friends: That Mr. Briſtow a | 
lately been introduced to him by Mr. M@Pherſon, had explained his paſt conduct perfectly to h1s 
ſatisfaction, and had requeſted from him the appointment to Lucknow); and had declared, 2 


[ 269 ] 


event of his obtaining the appointment; that he ſhould ſhew every mark of attention and obedi- 
ence to the pleaſure of your Highneſs, and his (the Governor's) aying, that your Highneſs was well 
pleaſed with him, and that he knew what you had formerly written had been written at the inſti- 
ation of Mr. Middleton: "That in conſequence of the foregoing, he (the Governor) had determined 
to appoint Mr. Briſtow to Lucknow ; but had poſtponed his appointment to the office for the fol- 
lowing reaſons 3 viz. People at Lucknow might think that Mr. Briſtow had obtained his appointment 
in conſequence of orders from Europe, and contrary to his (the Governor's) inclinations; but as 
the contrary was the caſe, and as he now conſidered Mr. Briſtow as the object of his own parti- 
cular patronage, therefore he directed me to forward Mr. Briſtow's Erzee to the Preſence, and to re- 
reſent, that it was his (the Governor's) wiſh, that your Highneſs, on the receipt thereof, would write 
a letter to him, and as from yourſelf, requeſt of him, that Mr. Briſtow may be appointed to 
Lucknow, and that you would write an anſwer to his Erzee, expreſſive of your perfect ſatisfaction 
on the ſubject. The Governor concluded with injunctions, that until the arrival of your -High- 
neſs's letter, requeſting the appointment of Mr. Briſtew, and your anſwer to this Erzee, that I 
ſhould keep the particulars of this converſation a profound ſecret ;. for that the communication 
of it to any perſon whatever would not only cauſe his diſpleaſure, but would throw affairs at Luck- 
now into great confuſion. The preceding is the ſubſtance ' of the Governor's directions to me. 
He afterwards went to Mr. MPherſon's, and I attended him. Mr. Briſtow was there. The Go- 
vernor took Mr. Briſtow's Erzee from his hand, and delivered it into mine, and thence proceeded to 


Governor's directions: and I requeſt that I may be favoured with the anſwer to this Erzee, and 
the letter to the Governor as ſoon as poſſible, as his injunctions to me on the ſubject were very par- 


ticular, 5 | 
E N . r. 
| HAY, TT 
—; | | Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 
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EXTRACTS of DireCtions, written by Major DAVY to Major PALMER, by the Order of 
the Honourable the GOVERNOR GENERAL, October 6th, 1782. 


You are to inform the Nabob and his Miniſters, that Mr. Briſtow is not the choice of the Gentle- 
men of the Council, but the Governor's wn; and that his own and ſole choice has now been formed 
| on the moſt perfect knowledge of his integrity, honour, and abilities. 


That times, and men, and: things, are changed ; that the preſent Members of the Board are 
| every way different men from their predeceſſors, are firmly attached to and united with the Go- 
vernor, and determined to ſupport all his meaſures ; that Mr. Middleton was the favourite object 
of the Governor's private friendſhip and peculiar affection; that he had treated and confided in 
him as his child, and appointed him to the Court of Owde, as to the firſt office in his gift; on the 
contrary, he had formerly cauſe to conſider Mr. Briſtow as his enemy, from the nature of his con- 
nections : That Mr. M 
attachment, abilities, and gratitude, and diſappointed him in all his expectations: That Mr. 


| Briſtow's former connections are diſſolved, and that his conduct now appears, on the fulleſt con- 
viction, to have been juſt, honourable, and conſiſtent; that the Governor relies implicitly on his 
4 integrity and attachment; and that he is in poſſeſſion of his entire confidence, affection, and fulleſt 
{ ſupport, OE os: 

| | | 

| A true copy. 

l E. HA . i 

Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 

ly | | | 
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To HYDER BEG KHAWN. 
| ORober 20th, 1782. 
| When Mr. Briſtow lately addreſſed the Nuvvaub ; upon the ſubject of my intention to appoint 


Yay provided that the Navvaub himſelf had no perſonal objection to him, I directed the Rajah Go- 
nd Raum to receive and forward the letter, and to inform the Nuvvaub that the appointment 


cen F Mr. Briſtow ſhould. depend upon his pleaſure, which in all things I have made it my ſtudy 
.conſult and promote; but leſt the Nuvvaub, from the recollection of paſt tranſactions, might 


ade my recommendation an oſtenſible profeſſion, and on that account expreſs reluctance 
ent to the appointment, I deſired Gobind Raum to explain very particularly to the Nuvvaub, 


d * * 
* mat 1 bad a very high eſteem for Mr. Briſtow, and an entire confidence in his attachment 


Council. Mr. Briſtow's Erzee, and the foregoing particulars, I tranſmit and communicate by the 


iddleton has deceived him, has diſcredited the confidence he placed in his 


im to the office of Reſident at the Court of the Nuvvaub Vizier, on the part of this Govern- 


his affairs; his unwillingneſs to receive my agent from me, but without any perſonal diſlike to Mr. 


Nuvvaub's. But my aſtoniſhment at the other parts of the Perwannah is not to be expreſſed ; for 


that friendſhip and ſupport which J have hitherto given you. For the reſt I refer you to Mr. Bri 
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and integrity, and the reaſons which had produced this alteration in my ſentiments reſpecting tha 
Gentleman. At the ſame time I mentioned the defection and treachery of Almaſs Alli Khayy'. 
the diſordered ſtate to which he had abandoned the province of Doaub, and the other diſtricts of 
which he had charge; the like ſymptoms apparent in the conduct of the Aumil of Roohail. 
kund; and the general diſobedience and confuſion which prevailed in every part of the Nahob'; 
dominions, of which, though known to all mankind, I had never received any information, either 
from the Nuvvaub, yourſelf, or Mr. Middleton. In anſwer to his meſſage, Raja Gobind Raum re. 
ceived a Perwannah from the Nuvvaub, containing complaints and reproaches at my interference in 


Briſtow, in whoſe appointment he ſhould acquieſce, if I choſe to make it. 
- Theſe ſentiments, and theſe expreſſions, are neither conſonant to the benevolence of the Nurvaub's 
temper, nor to the friendſhip which IT know he poſſeſſes for me, but were dictated for other 
purpoſes, known to yourſelf only they are your ſentiments and your expreſſions, and not the 


it declares, that all which I had ſaid reſpecting Almaſs Alli Khawn, and the diſordered ſtate of the 
Navvaub's Government, to be entirely falſe and without foundation, and the invention of incen. 
diary people; and that the Nuvvaub's dominions enjoyed the moſt perfect tranquillity and peace. 
Either theſe affirmations were dictated by the Nuvvaub, or written without his knowledge; 11 they 
were dictated by the Nuvvaub, they were ſuch as would not admit of a reply from me in an im- 
mediate addreſs to himſelf ; becauſe I muſt have told him that he was deceived, and kept in utter 
ignorance of his own affairs, at the ſame time that the whole world, except himſelf, ſaw the con- 
dition they were in, and the deſtruction which was hanging over them. If the letter was written 
in the Nuvvaub's name, but without his knowledge, what muſt have been your opinion of one 
that could induce you to attempt ſo groſs a deception upon my underſtanding ? In either cafe 
your conduct is without excuſe ; its object I plainly ſee—by the authority of the Nuvvaub Vizier 
you mean your own. When you make the Nuvvaub to complain of the uſurpations on that au- 
thority, and to aſſert his right to the uncontrouled exerciſe of it, the plain interpretation. of this 
is, that you yourſelf lay claim to the uſurpation of his authority, and to the uncontrouled exerciſe 
of it. And how has it been exerciſed ? I ſhall not repeat particulars, having already written to you 
fully upon them, and the ſubject is unpleaſant ; but I muſt tell you that ſuch is their notoriety, that 
the report of them is echoed to me from all parts of Hindoſtan and Deccan, and the moſt alarm- 
ing apprehenſions expreſſed by my agents, employed in the remote affairs of this Government, leſt 
they ſhould attract the hoſtilities of other powers, and impede the pacifications which are nom, 
and have been, for ſome time paſt, impending. | = EY | 


I write thus plainly to you from two motives :—The firſt is to ſhow how thin the veil is by 
which you attempt to cover this policy; and of courſe to convince you that I ſhall receive and con- 
ſtrue every ſimilar declaration, however made to me from the Nuvvaub, and every letter written 

in his name, tending to deſtroy or leſſen the friendſhip ſubſiſting between us, as your declaration, 
as your letter. The ſecond is, that as I do not ſo much aſcribe theſe artifices to you, as to the 
evil counſels and encouragements which you have lately received from other perſons, whoſe names 
I need not mention, you may ſee and know on what terms you may expect hereafter to retain 


tow, to whom, verbally and in writing, I have communicated every tittle of my ſentiments, in- 


tentions, and expectations, upon this ſubject. 


A true copy. 
H. H AY, | | 
| Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


Mr. M pherſon. 


l agree that a letter, in the terms the Governor General propoſes, be written by the Secreta 
of the Board to Lieutenant Colonel Martin ; but as it appears, from Major Palmer's public letters of 
the 16th, and 20th September, to the Governor General, that Colonel Martin has been employed i 
a negociation with Hyder Beg Cawn for Mr. Briſtow, which Mr. Briſtow is ſaid to have diſavone | 
it would be proper to give Mr. Briſtow an opportunity of replying to Colonel Martin's eviden 
and to afford him a ſimilar freedom to juſtify himſelf, as is granted to Hyder Beg Cawn to prove lis 
accuſations, this will follow, by directing Colonel Martin to ſupply Mr. Briſtow with a cop) 
his evidence. 8 | 6 8 

I have heard of the private coreſpondence between Major Palmer and Mr. Cowper : As 3 — 
correſpondence, no perſon in poſſeſſion of it can properly bring it into public view, without 7 
conſent of the parties; but as Major Palmer ſuppoſes that an inference which is unjuſt is -_ 
from this correſpondence, and that it is attempted to be proved by it that his continuance at L go 
now, after his return from Rampoor, was for the purpoſe of encouraging the Miniſter to — 5 


the meaſures of Mr. Briſtow, and to excite complaints againſt his conduct, ſo Major Palmer T thiok 


mm, 2 ww ww r . 
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]think, for his own fatisfaction, publiſh thoſe parts of the correſpondence which are ſaid to be per- 
\erted to ſuch an inference. ESE e e 
| A true es © 
"HAY, 
. Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 
Mr. Stables. | 

F 55 . 15 | 8h Ga. 1783. 

I with pleaſure agree with the Governor General in the firſt part of this minute; and Harder, 


that Mr. Cowper may be called upon to ſend to the Board the correſpondence which paſſed between 
him and Major Palmer, the latter Gentleman having alluded to it in his letter to the Governor Ge- 


neral. 
A true _ 
> WAY, 
Actg. Secy. to the Secret Dept. 


Lieutenant Colonel MARTIN, at Lucknow. 


Sir 3 3 | 

The Honourable the Governor General and Council having been adviſed that you have been 
privy to many of the circumſtances which relate to the complaints exhibited to this Government by 
his beceliency the Vizier, and his acting Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, againſt Mr. Briſtow ; and as 
Hyder Beg has appealed directly to your teſtimony for the truth of his repreſentation of them; I 
require you, in the name of the Honourable Board, and by their orders, to tranſmit to them in writ- 
ing an exact narrative of all you know concerning the various matters of complaint which have 
paſſed between the Nabob Vizier and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Khawn on one part, and Mr. Briſtow 
on the other, Your narrative muſt be ſo ſolemn a declaration of what is required from you, that 
you may, if called on, atteſt the ſame on oath.” The Board imagine that you are already acquainted 
with the ſeveral complaints which have been made againſt Mr. Briſtow : if you are not, you will ap- 


ply for them to that Gentleman, who is directed to ſhew them to you. 


I am further directed to inform you of the Board's pleaſure, that you ſupply Mr. Briſtow with a 
copy of the evidence which you have been ordered to tranſmit to them. | | 


8 I am, Sir, &c. 
Council Chamber, (Signed) E. HAY, 
the 13th October 1783. | 1 | Sub Secretary, 
: A true Copy. 
E. HAY, 
Acting Secre. to the Secret Dept. 
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Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at Lucknow. 
vir, | 5 72 5 0 
The Honourable the Governor General and Council having been adviſed, that Lieutenant Colonel 


rtin has been privy to many of the circumſtances which relate to the complaints exhibited. againſt 
you to this Government by his Excellency the Vizier, and his acting Miniſter Hyder Beg Khawn ; 


| andas the latter has appealed directly to Colonel Martin's 3 for the truth of his repreſenta- 


tion of them, Colonel Martin has been required to tranſmit to the oard an exact narrative of all he | 

ows concerning the various matters of ſuch complaints; and I am dfrected to acquaint you with 
the Board's order, that you ſhew him copies of all the papers in which they are included, and tranſ- 
mitted to you from this Government, ſhould he defire to ſee them : and as the Board wiſh to give 
Jou an opportunity of juſtification, and of replying to Lieutenant Colonel Martin's evidence, 


4 15 be pleaſed to do ſo, Lieutenant Colonel Martin has been ordered to furniſh you with a 
ol it. Pat | | 


anden Chamber, 1 am, vir, . PTR DOD 
13th October 1 783, | | (Signed) * | 5 

f : h f | | u ecretary. 
A true Copy. 8 | 
E. HAY 
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ing Secretary to the Secret Dept. 
Acting Secretary to the de p EXTRACT 
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the Board, and on the 19th of May, it was reſolved to ſend copies of the complaints to Mr. Br. 


in a letter, which is alſo before us, we ſhall adviſe you of our determination on this ſabje 
firſt opportunity, | | 


4 © Y 


EXTRACT of the SECRET LETTER from BENGAL; dated the 20th OA, 1% 


Para. 49. We think it neceſſary to inform you, that the Governor General having received com 
plaints from the Vizier, and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, againſt the conduct of Mr. Briſtow, o 
Reſident at the Court of Owde, laid them before us on the 21ſt of April laſt, with a copy 1 bi 
original inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow ; which, though known to the Members of the Board at he 
time when may were given, and ſanctified by their approbation, had not before been recorded, from | 


the neceſſity of preſerving them in ſecrecy. . „„ 


8 Theſe papers, being voluminous, were circulated for the conſideration of the Members of 


q 


tow, and to require his anſwers to them. 


51, Mr, Briſtow acknowledged the receipt of our letter, containing theſe complaints, on the 
13th of June; and on the 23d of June excuſed himſelf for not being able to reply to them earlier 
under the plea of indiſpoſition. His defence, which is dated the goth of July, and other letters af 
explanation from him, arrived, and have been conſidered ; but as we differed in our opinions upon 
the ſubject of his proceedings, and many minutes have been recorded in conſequence, we bez 
leave to refer you to our conſultation at large, under the following dates, and earneſtly recommen| 
them to your attentive peruſal ; for which purpoſe, and to ſave you the trouble of further reference, 


we encloſe complete extracts, ſeparate number, by this packet. 


Conſ. zift April 1783. Vizier's and Hyder Beg's complaints; Governor General's Gs 11 
| inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow. | e ee 
12th May — "way from Mr, Briſtow to the Board, and to the Govyernar 
General. 


I9th May Minutes and Reſolution to call on Mr. Briſtow 
224d do. Further Letter from Hyder Beg. . 
Wine PS 5 
2 23d June Mr. Briſtow's Letters, dated 
9 July Do. — do. — do, 
24 do. , V 1 ret 
28 do . Further Letters from the Vizier and Hyder Beg. 
5 5 Minutes. | 
31 do. Minutes. 
I1 Aug. Mr. Briſtow's defence. 
4 Sept. Mr. Wheler's opinion. 
| Mur. Stables's do. | | 
| CRIT Mr. Macpherſon's do. ET 
29 Sept. Governor General's do. 
6 Oct. Do. — 8 
13 do. Mlinutes. ä | | 7 
21 do. 1 x ee N | 


52. Theſe letters will likewiſe furniſh you with Mr. Briſtow's reports of the preſent ſtate of th 
Vizier's country. | 1 | , 


54. The directions which 205 have been pleaſed to give, in your commands of the 14th of Feb- | 
ruary laſt, concerning the Begums at Fyzabab, have alſo produced different opinions upon then } 
at this Board, which being recorded, we muſt beg leave to refer you to our proceedings, noted a 


the bottom , for a reply to that part of your letter, f 


55. The 11th and following paragraphs of our ſaid letter, reſpecting the Nabob Fyzoola K haun 
cannot be replied to with greater propriety or accuracy, than by a reference to the concluſion of ous 
of the 5th of April laſt, by the Surprize, wherein we informed you of the treaty concluded betweel 
the Vizier and that Chief, to which we have ſigned as guarrantee, and of the relative connection0 
their reſpective Governments. 9 5 5 N 


5H, In reply to the two laſt paragraphs of your letter above- mentioned, we beg leave to inform | 
you, that a minute and propoſal are now before us from the Governor General, for the appointment 


of an Engliſh Reſident with the Nabob of Ferruckabad ; in compliance with his requeſt, 5 . 
J 


Conſ. 28 Aug. Mr. Wheeler's minute. Gov. General's do. 22. Mr Stables do. Gove 
General's do. 13 Oct. Mr. Macpherſon's do. Gov. Genezal's do. Macpherſon's do. 


To 1 


Oy 1 


To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General, and Members of 
. 8 | Supreme Council, Fort William. | 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | Sod | 
T have received your commands of the 28th ultimo, and now tranſmit you a liſt of the Jaghyres 
reſumed ſince the the agreement made by the Honourable the Governor General with his Excellenc 
the Vizier at Chunar, in September 1781, as furniſhed me by Hyder Beg Cawn. The lift I had 
formerly the honour to forward to your Honourable Board was the ſum propoſed to be allowed to the 
coprietors in lieu of the income of their Jaghyres, and not the actual amount; my aſcertaining 
theſe particulars has occaſioned the delay in my replying to your orders. 


I have only to obſerve, in regard to the ſituation of the J aghyredars, that very few of them re- 
ceived any part of their allowances, and they are all in diſtreſs. as 


I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Lucknow, HFJondurable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
25th September 1783. Lour moſt obedient, 
1 N 5 5 and humble ſervant, he | 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
_ Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
A true Copy. | 
| & HAY. 
+ Acting Sec. to the Secret Departm, 
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© EXTRACT of GENERAL LETTER from BENGAL ; dated 234 Odtober 1783. 


Para, 146. BY the letters which we have received from Lucknow, we find great apprehenſions pre- 

vail of an approaching famine in the Nabob's diſtricts. A ſcarcity of grain has 
already been ſeverely felt in all the Weſtern countries towards Delhi, and from the uncommon 
drought of the ſeaſon to the Northward of Calcutta, the crops upon the ground have been ſcorched, 
and nearly deſtroyed. This evil has been leſs felt, as it reached to the Southward, where the grain 
is caiefly produced, and the ſeaſon of the periodical rains not being entirely over, we have yet hopes 
that a fall of water may come in time to prevent the total loſs of the preſent harveſt, Lo guard 
againſt the effects of ſcarcity as much as poflible in the upper countries, we have taken off all du- 
ties upon the exportation of grain to thoſe parts. | 


Mr. Macpherſon, 


Fe Though I do not remember to have ſeen Major Palmer's inſtructions in their preſent arranged 
ſtate, I remember perfectly to have ſeen detached minutes or memorandums of his commiſſion to 
Oude in April or May 1782: Ts. | | | 


I approved of his being ſent thither, and that Major Davy ſhould accompany him. 


The objects of their miſſion were, as I recolle& them, to inform this Government of the real 
ſtate of the Vizier's country, an information which was at the time withheld by your official Agents 
to aſcertain the cauſes of the Vizier's ſeeming diſſatisfaCtion z- and to endeavour to induce him 
to transfer ten lacks of rupees, that he offered to the Governor General as a preſent, to the Com- 
pany's account, as a donation to them. It was beſides wiſhed, and Major Palmer was . e 
in his expectations of ſucceeding in the negociation, that Hyder Beg Cawn and Almas Ally Cawn 
might be induced to lend a confiderable ſum of money as a loan to the Company. 'I'he Governor 

eneral likewiſe ſhewed me Major Palmer's letters from Oude, ſoon after his arrival there: I do 
not recollect their contents, for I was not well at the time. Major Davy returned to Calcutta ſoon 
afterwards ; and the accounts we had from both, confirmed me in the repreſentations that prevailed 
relative to the diſtracted ſtate of the Vizier's country. 


. — 
1 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Departm. 


Vol. III. 2 2 2 | Mr, Mac- 


in juſtice to him, I lay this injunction, you. will be ſatisfied I am myſelf too well acquainted with 
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Mr. Macpherfon. V 
I, readily agree to all the Governor General's propoſitions, in his minute of the 1 ith OXober, 


Every paper that relates to the ſubject of the complaints againſt Mr. Briſtow. and his defence 
ſhould be ſent home to the Court of Directors, and placed together before them in a colleQive view. 


I might have expreſſed myſelf more decidedly ; but the Governor General has fully under 
my meaning in my minute, recorded on the 16th inſtant, in which I obſerved, “ that I had head 
+ of the correſpondence between Major Palmer and Mr. Cowper.“ ä 


I heard of the correſpondence early. Major Palmer was pleaſed to take notice of my name in i. 
and relative to a point in which he was miſtaken. 5 bes 1 Her 1 


The correſpondence was afterwards communicated to me; and it appears from it, that Major 
Palmer was not unwilling that it ſhould be publicly ſeen, provided it was not ſhewn' in partial ex- 
tracts. Still, as it was called a private correſpondence, I did not think it a. proper ſubject to he 
brought forward by me for public diſcuſſion, nor to my remembrance has it been out of my paſſdy * 
ſion ſince I received it; nor do I recolle& to have ſpoken of it in private converſation to more than 
three people, who had likewiſe heard of it from Lucknow. | OP 

The Governor General is of opinion that the correſpondence ſhould not be withheld, if in 
poſſeſſion; and declares, a reference for it to Lucknow would be in effect a denial of common j. 

tice; I lay it, therefore, without further heſitation, before the Board, and they may order it to ble 

part of the preſent diſpatch, I can have no objection. | e 


A true copy. 2 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Departm, | 


COPY of Letter from Mr. COWPER to Mr. BRIS TO WP. 


Major P. having to-day deſired, that the whole of the correſpondence between him and me might | 
always appear together; in order clearly to explain the occaſion in which'it originated, I encloſe you 
ſuch part of it as was omitted in your copy: and P. having further deſired and ſtated to me, that it 
is not fit that partial extracts of it ſhould be taken or ſhewn (an opinion in which I perfectiy agree 
with him) I am to requeſt, that you will give me your promiſe never to make uſe of it but in is 
complete ſtate ; ſhould you have already communicated it to any perſon, you will of courſe cat 
them to ſee the additions I now ſend you. At the time that, conformably to Major P's deſire, and 


your liberality and candour to think any ſuch formality neceſſary. 


— a. * ll ——_— 1 ——_ 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. COWPER. to Major PALMER. 


I am told by Neave, that you expreſſed yourſelf to him yeſterday, as if you thought I had neg: | 
lected you. Such ſuſpicions are unworthy of us both, I ſhall not therefore heſitate to remove them | 
To whom do you imagine my frequent viſits at Mr. Thomas's were directed? Afk that Gentleman, 
and he will tell you, that previous to your arrival our intercourſe had been confined (as muſt naturaly | 
be the caſe between perfect ſtrangers) to an exchange of one or two formal viſits, He wow, | 
no doubt, have been extremely aſtoniſhed to ſee me ſuddenly entering his houſe on all occaſion 
without ceremony, and fitting down uninvited at his table, if he had not felt that this conduct wi 
juſtified by the long and intimate friendſhip which had ſubſiſted between you and me, and been con 
vinced that it was to you that all my attentions were directed. I always conſidered you as his gu 
and but for the explanation I have now received, it would never have entered into my imaginatioh 
that to ſee you at his or the other houſe, made any diſtinction in your eyes. 


Major | 


fas} 


Major PALMER, in Anſwer to Mr, COWPER, 

3 8 18th May 83. 

| Tam glad that Neave mentioned to you what I peeviſhly hinted of my ſuſpicion that you had 
forgot, or was indifferent to. your. old friendſhip; for it has procured me an explanation fo highly 
Gtisfactory.. It did not occur to me to reflect upon the nature and duration of your acquaintance 
with Thomas, or I ſhould certainly have taken your frequent viſits there to my own account, If I 
have been fore at your ſuppoſed neglect of me, it was becauſe I ſet a value on your attention. 
1 trove, however, to conceal my unesſineſs, by uſing your houſe with the utmoſt freedom. 
[am not apt to be captious on points like this, and have a good enough opinion of myſelf to 


ou towards me, I attributed it to motives of a political view—you cannot be ignorant of the part 
which has been impoſed upon me, reſpecting the public conduct of B. to forward the public 


an alteration in matters of interference, which they deem unjuſt and oppreflive, was indiſpenſable on 


contrary to the ſentiments, and injurious to the authority and reputation, of my beſt friend and 
patron, I am an involuntary actor in this ſcene, I have never enquired of any perſon whatever 
into.B.'s proceedings; thoſe which are complained of are public, and which he may, for ought I 
know, be able to vindicate, I have no intereſt in the event, and have acted from no other motive than 
duty and gratitude to my employer and benefactor. I was, however, a little apprehenſive, that as 


the enquiry ; and, not making allowance for my ſituation and motives, think I had acted an un- 
friendly part towards you, and thence I attributed your neglect. I did not intend ever to have opened 


you had required an explanation, This is intended ſolely for yourſelf : B. has never communicated 
with me on publick buſineſs, nor have I any deſire that he ſhould. I came here by the Governor's 
expreſs orders, to eſtabliſh a firm perſuaſion in the minds of the Vizier and his Miniſter, of B.'s 
polſeſſing the Governor's entire confidence and ſupport : I obeyed the command with chearfulneſs, 
and executed it not only with fidelity, but with zeal. How far B. has rendered himſelf worthy of that 
generous confidence which Mr. H. repoſed in him, you know better than I do; all I wiſh you to 
believe is, that nothing perſonal or intereſted has actuated my conduct: B. knows circumſtantially, 
that I was a warm advocate with the Governor for his appointment to this ſtation, at a time when 
it could not have been ſuppoſed that Mr. H. acted under the influence of another Member of the Ad- 
miniſtration, Once more, all this to yourſelf  _- 1 3 | 
| : | I am, &c. 


(Signed) A. P. 


— — 


— - * 


Mr. COWPER, in Anſwer. 


If, after the very candid and liberal explanation you favoured me with, uncalled upon, a few days 
ago, I were in my turn capable of any concealment, I ſhould baſely betray your confidence and 
| friendſhip. I will tell you fairly, then, that I was perfectly aſtoniſhed at the paragraph in your chit, 
where you. ſay, © You cannot be ignorant of the part which has been impoſed upon me reſpecting 
the public conduct of Briſtow, to forward, &c.*— Till that moment I had always underſtood, 
and as J recolle& the information came from yourſelf, you were detained here entirely by the indiſ- 
poſition of your children; beſides, I could not conceive how I alone ſhould have fo long continued 
an utter ſtranger to a circumſtance of ſo extraordinary a nature, which you ſtate to be of ſuch 
public notoriety, At the ſame time, as I had good reaſon to imagine, that very many individuals 
were as much in the dark in this particular as myſelf, I was determined to aſcertain how far my 
opinion was warranted ; I ſounded ſeveral, and though I found them generally agreed with reſpect to 
the intention in which you remained here, to forward, as you ſay, &c.“ yet they uniformly pro- 
felled their entire ignorance of your taking this part, in 8 to or under the authority of a 
157 commiſſion; in the laſt reſort, ds. and as a more certain way of reſolving the queſtion, 
laſt night wrote the following note to Mr. Briſtow. „ My 


My dear Briſtow, 


PPT BB.» = - --» . -- f 


Is Palmer now in any oſtenſible character here, either from the Governor General, &c. Co. or 


reaſon for aſking theſe queſtions. - 


25th May 1783. Your's, affectionately, 
| | (Signed). | W. COWPER. 


Mr 


— 


believe, that I am not in danger of being neglected. If I thought that I perceived a coolneſs in 


repreſentations of the Vizier and his Miniſter to the Governor, from whom alone the hope for 


me, when required to do ſo ; and when I conſidered the tranſaRibns of which they complained as 


you appear to think all B. s meaſures juſt and expedient, you might conſider yourſelf as involved in 


this ſubject to you, had not the other led me inſe Py into it, though I ſhould have been happy that 


from the Governor General ſeparately; and if he is, what is the nature of it ? I have a particular 
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Mr. BRISTOW's Anſwer. 


My dear Cowper, ; 


Major Palmer is in no private or oſtenſible character, as you will obſerve from the following extra 
of a private letter from the Governor to me, dated 23d of November 1782: e 


« Tf this is not to be effected, apprize Major Palmer of it early, that he may leave the place with. 
6e out further delay, It is not fit that he ſhould remain there, either by his preſence to countenance 
ce the ſuppoſition of a double influence, or to afford an argument of the diminution of mine, to 
e thoſe who may be diſpoſed, as there are many, to repreſent him as my Secretary, as a man for 
« whom I have an affection, reduced to a cypher.“ | , 


Yours, 5 DIE 200 
(Signed) JOHN BRIS TO W. 
This anſwer, as it is perfectly irreconcileable to the contents of your letter to me, has ſerved only 
to augment my perplexity. Relying, as I do, implicitly on your truth and honour, I am, never. 
theleſs, moſt happy I purſued my inquiries ſo far, fince the reſult, by being communicated, wil 
afford you the opportunity of reconciling this ſeeming contradiction, which, but for ſuch explanz. : 
tion, might be liable to be miſconſtrued by an uncharitable and misjudging world. I do, m 
ſelf, moſt religiouſly believe, «© That nothing perſonal or intereſted has actuated your conduR ;” and 
that you are an involuntary actor in this ſcene; at the ſame time my affection for you engages me to 
conjure you to take effectual means that the truth may be clearly underſtood by all mankind, par. 
ticularly as the repreſentations, however you may have been given otherwiſe to underſtand, were 
certainly fabricated by their crafty author, Hyder Beg Cawn, with the utmoſt ſecrecy, and were 
replete, as far as they have ſince come to our knowledge, with the moſt flagitious falſehoods that 
inveCtive malice could ſupply, whilſt the object of this inſidious attack was to devote to ruin and 
diſzrace two perſons (one of them the friend who now writes to you) whoſe: characters Hyder was 
well aware would ever in the face of day have bid defiance to the impotent efforts of ſuch an un- 
principled and deſpicable traducer. In aggravation, if any thing can aggravate the enormity of 
this tranſaction on the part of the Miniſter, let it be remembered that ſuch was his treachery 
towards Briſtow and myſelf at the very time he was endeavouring to ſecure our confidence by the |} 
moſt laviſh profeſſions of regard and attachment. By the bleſſing of God his plots are now upon 
the eve of being detected and expoſed, by a chain of evidence which no ſophiſtry ſnall be able 
to clude. As you expreſſed a with to that effect, I have hitherto kept the contents of your note 
a profound ſecret, though I muſt confeſs there is no part of it, and I have read it a thouſand tima, 
which without this caution I could have conſidered as confidential; on the contrary, I always thought, 
and ſince the receipt of Mr. Briſtow's note I more than ever think, that any diſguiſe on this oc- | 
caſion would be unworthy of us all. The intentions of the ſeveral parties I am perſuaded are mot 
diſintereſted and honourable ; but it is further neceſſary, that in their conduct there ſhould be nothing 
of myſtery, it appears clearly, from Briſtow's note to me, that far from conſidering the pat 
you have taken as impoſed upon you by an authority it was your indiſpenſable duty to obey, he is at 
this moment in poſſeſſion of a proof which muſt, to his mind at leaſt, carry the ſtrongeſt comie- 
tion that you are abſolutely a volunteer in this buſineſs, and whilſt he is ſuffered to remain under tis 
deluſion, it cannot be expected he ſhould be ſilent. | 5 


I am, &c. 


(Signed) W. COWPER. | 


Mr. PALMER im Anſwer. 


tn 0 fend tf wot, tas s 


— 


My dear Cowper, „ 
You have ſtrangely miſunderſtood my meaning, in ſuppoſing that by the expreſſion of “ the put 
ce which has been impoſed upon me,“ I alluded to any public commiſſion; I meant only the oblige 
tions of friendſhip, attachment, and gratitude to Mr. Haſtings ; if theſe ties may be diſpenſed with 
then I am a volunteer—if they are binding on men of honour and integrity, then I am irreliſl- | 
ibly impelled to act as I'-do. It was repreſented to me, that the meaſures purſued by Mr. Britton 
were equally oppreſſive to the Vizier, and inimical to the authority and influence of Mr. Haſtings 
and I was required, as the confidential ſervant and friend of Mr. Haſtings, to forward for his infor- 
mation and ſecurity ſuch proceedings as were deemed of the nature above-mentioned. I neither e 
cited nor encouraged thoſe repreſentations. I repeatedly gave warning of the moſt fatal conſequen® 
to the authors of them, if falſe or exaggerated ; they are public, and may be publicly refuted, as the) 
mult be publicly defended.: I care not for the reſult. Briſtow has for months known that fu 
repreſentations have been made through me. How you could have remained in ignorance, is to mt 
aſtoniſhing. | | | 


„„ 


The apparent inconſiſtency of my declaration to you of the cauſe of my detention, and my fub 1 
ſequent delay, are very ea ily reconciled ;. at the time I made that declaration, I had no other 
cauſe of detention, ſince then, and before my children were in a condition to be moved; I had the 
Governor's orders to remain here; that order has been repeated, in anſwer to my earneſt applica- 
tion to be releaſed from this uncomfortable and uncreditable ſituation, Nevertheleſs, I do not conſi- 
der myſelf in any public character. | | | 


I do not comprehend from what part of the quotation in B.'s anſwer to your note, you infer that 
he ſuppoſes me a volunteer in the preſent diſputes between him and this Government : You ſhould 
know that the occaſion of the letter ct from the Governor was his propoſal for my going to 
Rampore, and at a time when the Governor had not the ſmalleſt apprehenſion that my preſence * 
here would be neceſſary towards ſupporting his influence, and the credit of his Government at this 


Durbar. I ſhall be happygf B. can prove an attention and return to the generous ſentiment therein 
expreſſed on the ſubject of his own influence. F | 


I have no reaſon for deſiring your ſilence on theſe matters, but that of obviating the ſuppoſition 
of my thinking that my conduct requires apology. _ | 


One thing I had like to have forgot; before I went to Rampore J had formed a plan of an 
eſtabliſhment for myſelf at Furrockabad, which the Governor rejected; ſince my return he re-con- 
ſidered and adopted it, but now, on a principle of delicacy, has relinquiſhed it, after obtaining the 
approbation of his colleagues. This is what I foreſaw and foretold, as ſoon as I knew he. intended 
to lay the complaint from hence before the Board: And I have myſelf, fince that time, and out of 
regard to my own character, abſolutely renounced it. I mention this to ſhew you that my intereſt 
has been facrificed to my attachment to my friend, inſtead of being promoted by it, and thus to 


— U 


convince you that my motives are pure. 


Whether the complaints are founded in malice or in truth, and whether they are proved or re- 
futed, are matters of perfect iudifference to me, ſo far as they reſpect B. and Hyder. I know of no 
repreſentations againſt you; your name is eventually mentioned, but not as a principal, nor in the 
language of complaint, except the recital of the proceedings reſpecting the inveſting you with the 

adminiſtration of juſtice, may be deemed ſuch. But you will ſee all the papers, I ſuppoſe, or proba- 

bly have ſeen them, as Mr. McPherſon muſt have furniſhed B. I ſuppoſe with copies 


| 
1 I conſider it as a proof of yeur ſincere. 92 that you have fo freely and candidly diſcuſſed this 
; ſubject; that regard will ever be an object of high eſtimation with me. But every conſideration 
1 will fall before my duty, attachment, and affection to Mr. Haſtings ; whatever object they may 
come in competition with, I hope and believe that they will never be oppoſed to any conduct or 
q | | ſentiments of yours. EE e . VVV 
5 . „%% „ 
: | Monday, (Signed) Wm. PALMER. 
| Mr. COWPER in Anſwer, _ - 
My dear Palmer, : | : 


I was led into the error with reſpe& to the nature of your commiſſion, from the expreſſion 
ebe letter, that © T could not be ignorant, &c.“ -I aſſure you again, upon my honour, I was per- 
ſectly ignorant till your firſt note informed me that you had any orders whatever from the Go- 
vernor for your ſtay, and even then, as you ſee, I made a blunder about the nature of them. 

1 have again put the queſtion to B. and find him as little informed as myſelf ; I will therefore, merely 
In the intention of explaining this matter to his ſatisfaction, take ſome opportunity of ſhewing him 
uch part of your letters as are relative to it. 5 | 


I am, &c. Kc. E 
(Signed) W. COWPER. 
| True copies of the correſpondence delivered in by Mr. Macpherſon. ee, 


| E. Hay, 7 2 5 
Acting Secretary to the Secret Department. 


Vox. III. A a a 2 Conſn · 


it is obvious, that if, in reſpect to the further demand I have made of theſe countries under the 


ce jt is therefore reaſonable and fit that the Engliſh Government ſhould forego their rights, and ſub- 
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Conſn. 10th Nov: 
To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of 
| the Supreme Council at Fort William, 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, . 


To apprize you of the deſigns of Hyder Beg Cawn is the utmoſt I now can do: In my ſitu 


tion, to reſiſt them is, as I have already ſhewn, abſolutely impoſſible. Imboldened by 1 he 
You, Gen- 


is {till adding to the catalogue of thoſe crimes which it is my province to record: 
tlemen, it depends to ſtop their fatal influence, and to inflict the vengeance that belongs to them, 


Since I had laſt the honour to addreſs you, the Miniſter has not only poſitively refuſed to com- 
ply with my requiſition upon the ſubject of the current year's aſſignments, but has, by his influ- 
ence with the Bankers, ſucceeded in cutting off your reſources in that quarter alſo. The 
of the former of theſe allegations will be found in Encloſure No 1. to which therefore I beg leave 
to refer you. The jumma of thoſe diſtricts, which have been yet made over to me, is indeed 
ſtated at rupees 73,85,000; but from every information I have been able to obtain regardi 
them, their value is over-rated in this eſtimate nearly in the ſum of twenty-five lacks, Hence 


management of Almaſs Ally Cawn, the excuſes of the Vizier be admitted, fifty lacks of rupees 
is the moſt we ſhall this year receive from wat pope although the claim of our Government is 
rupees 1,21,84,420. 11. 8 *,—The plea on which his Highneſs has been induced to found his en. 
pectation of the Board's forebearance, can, I humbly conceive, neither be defended upon any principk 
of natural juſtice, or even be reconciled to common ſenſe. It however accords perfectly with the au- 
dacity of the man who dictated it, and without any forced conſtruction may be underſtood to imply 
a declaration from Hyder Beg Cawn to the following effect: ©« By the moſt treacherous abuſe d 
ce the confidence of my Prince, I have at laſt made myſelf his tyrant, and aggrandized my fortune 
ce by the moſt cruel oppreſſion of his people; but my ambition and avarice-are yet unſatisfied, ant 


« mit to any diſtreſs or difficulty, that I may go on without interruption in the ſame career, until 
66 ſhall have finally completed the ruin of my ſovereign, and, as far at leaſt as depends upon me, in. 
c yolved his beſt ally in the deſtruction.“ It is unneceſſary to dwell longer on this ſubject; I ſhall 
diſmiſs it therefore with obſerving, that had the falutary meaſures of the Honourable the Governor 
General been received with a cordiality at his Court, equal to the zeal and earneſtneſs vid 
which they were propoſed, and a ſteadineſs ſhewn'by the Prince in the execution of them, at? 
ſwerable to the wiſdom of the Councils which produced them, the affairs of Owde would long 
ſince have aſſumed an aſpect very different from that in which they now appear, and which, if li 
Highneſs's own deſcription of them be acknowledged, are indeed fo deſperate as to admit of nv 
further aggravation. For the reſt, the Miniſter who created the diſtreſſes complained of wol 
be the proper perſon to relieve them; nor have I any doubt, if the Vizier were leſs a cypher, tlit 
he would not only compel Hyder Beg Cawn to this act of juſtice, but would alſo puniſh him 3s h 
deſerves; and I am convinced he would experience the happieſt effects from the example, in tt 
influence it would have upon the conduct of thoſe to whom the management of his affairs may ber 
after be committed. 1 


1 Q come now, Gentlemen, to ſpeak of the tranſaction with the Bankers. When in June 1 
procured from the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs the ſum of fifteen lacks of rupees, I had the yr 
miſe of ſo much more, at a fhort period, as ſhould make their loan to your Government tum 
lacks complete. The performance of this further condition in their agreement with me, tf 
have hitherto, however, on various pretences, evaded ; and I am ſorry to inform you, GentlenG 
that ſo far from ſhewing any diſpoſition to fulfil it now, they have even inſtructed their agent? 
ſolicit immediate re-paymemt of the amount already furniſhed by them, and in all other reſped 
obſerve ſuch a conduct latterly, as clearly indicates a determined purpoſe of adhering to none af 

engagements. To give facility to this plan, they ſome time ſince recalled their old agent 4 
hence, and appointed in his room one Munnoo Loll, who, if I be not groſsly miſtaken in hin,“ 
by his talents and temper better qualified to be the inſtrument of ſuch — chan his per 
ceſſor, Munſeram, a man conſpicuous for his honeſty and upright dealing. This new en 
anxious, as he pretends, to, fecure as early as poſſible the monies due from the Honourable 4 
pany to his principals, had the preſumption, a few days ago, to detain and appropriate, wit] 
knowledge, the amount of certain bills of exchange drawn upon their houſe by the Au 


Rohilcund, and others, in favour of your Government. He has alſo apprized me, by order # _ 


* Vide Encloſure, No. 2, 


Bank 
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Bankers, that it is out of their power at preſent to afford me any pecuniary aſſiſtance whatever; 
et when they were firſt nominated to the Treaſury here, it was expreſsly ſtipulated, that in times 
emergency they ſhould advance on demand any ſum not exceeding four lacks of rupees; and 
1 is at this barren ſeaſon of the collections that ſuch aid is more eſpecially required. Their loan to 
Goverment laſt year was 36 lacks; and although no part of this very large amount was 
ut in a courſe of payment till November, they never heſitated in the interval to furniſh 
ich further ſums as I had occaſion for, and required. This circumſtance is of itſelf ſufficient to 
ove their preſent backwardneſs proceeds rather from want of inclination than of ability to 
fulfil their engagements ; ſuppoſing them, however, to have ſolved this difficulty, there yet. re- 
mains another, which it is impoſſible they ſhould remove. Two days ago Almaſs Ally Cawn informed 
me it was his intention to pay into the Treaſury a lack of rupees, which lack he had juſt berrowed 
{om this very houſe. It is not eaſy to conceive, that with ſo much experience theſe men ſhould 
niſtake their natural and apparent intereſts, and to forego them upon any light inducement, is 
foreign to the character of their profeſſion. In the preſent inſtance, however, they have certain] 
abandoned thoſe prudent maxims by which alone, as merchants, they ought to have regulated their 
conduct; and I confeſs, I can no otherwiſe account for a violation of their faith, ſo ſhameful in all 
circumſtances, and ſo obviouſly ſubverſive of their credit, than by conſidering it, as I have already 
ſaid, as a new effort of the intrigues and clandeſtine management of Hyder Beg Cawn. If, in ſup- 
port of this conſtruction, T am obliged to reaſon from analogy, and to appeal to the eſtabliſhed 
character of the Miniſter, and the uniform tenor of his conduct, it is not becauſe more direct 
evidence does not exiſt, but becauſe, whilſt Hyder Beg Cawn maintains his preſent aſcendancy, it 
is impoſſible it ſhould be procured. During the mercileſs reign of Tiberius, from among the 
millions who muttered ſecret and inceſſant curſes againſt the tyrant, not one man was found hardy 
enough to come forward and accuſe him openly in the capitol ; yet he who, in thoſe days, and in 
default of ſuch accuſation, had pronounced the ſufferings of the Roman people to be imaginary, 
would juſtly have provoked the. reſentment of his fellow citizens, in the ſame degree in 
which he had inſulted their misfortunes. In the wide circuit of the Vizier's territory, the au- 
thority of Hyder Beg Cawm is extended over all alike, and, with a very few exceptions, is unbounded 
and irreſiſtible. His object is notoriouſly the ruin of your influence, and the eſtabliſhment in 
perpetuity of his own; nor can it be matter of ſurprize, Gentlemen, that in this purſuit, he ſhould 
have recourſe to every artifice, and reſort to every rank for aſſiſtance. Where his power will not 
intimidate, he employs the fruits of his rapacity to corrupt. 


Before I conclude this letter, permit me, Gentlemen, with all deference, to expreſs again my 
earneſt hope, that you will be pleaſed to take ſuch inſtant meaſures as may be effeQual in removing 
thoſe obſtacles which have hitherto, not only interfered with the authority of your Reſident at the Court 
of Owde, but in a manner annihilated it. To the very many, and as I humbly conceive very cogent 
reaſons, I have already had the honour to ſubmit to you, as contributing to produce this effect, 
may be ſuperadded the preſence of Major Palmer. Although this Gentleman be indeed at preſent 
in no oſtenſible character here, yet having once been intruſted with a commiſſion of the firſt 
importance on the part of the Governor General, and 8 received in conſequence by the Vizier 
w-ith every mark of diſtinction and reſpect, the bare ceſſation of an agency, which ceaſed only 
becauſe the functions of it were fulfilled, could in no degree diminiſh the weight and conſequence 
originally derived from it to Major Palmer; more eſpecially as he is ſtill permitted to keep his Reſi- 
dence at Lucknow, and ſtill known by all to ſtand foremoſt in the eſteem, opinion, and confidence 
of the fitſt member of your Government. This obſervation will be further confirmed by a reference 


do Aſiatic manners and policy ; and if it ſhould appear warranted in your opinion, it cannot but ſtrike 


you, Gentlemen, how materially the intereſts both of the Honourable Company and his Highneſs 
may be affected and injured by the colluſion of this double influence. If, on the one hand, and in 
conformity to the poſitive language of my inſtructions, I have been from the hour of my arrival 
uling every exertion, if poſſible, to bring the Miniſter to a ſenſe of his duty, the Major has, on 
the other, fedulouſly, though I believe not ſolely, employed himſelf in forwarding to the Honourable 
the Governor General the falſchoods and fabrications of Hyder Beg Cawn againſt me. Thus 
cheriſhed and ſupported, it is no ways extraordinary, that the Miniſter Rowd boldly bid me defiance z 
neither can I flatter myſelf that he will deſiſt from his malicious aſperſion of my character, whilſt, 
as he has already done, he finds a channel ever open for the tranſmiſſion of his worſt calumnies at 


once ſo eaſy and reſpectable as that of Major Palmer. Under theſe circumſtances, and in this 


| dilemma, I ſhall with great humility ſubmit to your deciſion, how far it is poſſible for me to re- 


— the expectation implied in that part of my inſtructions, where it it is aid, There can be no 
: medium in the relation between the Reſident and the Miniſter, but either the Reſident muſt be 
the ſlave and vaſſal of the Miniſter, or the Miniſter at the abſolute devotion of the Reſident.” 
am not indeed in the abje& ſtate deſcribed in the former part of this reference, nor can I 
ever be, whilſt I have any feeling for my own honour, or any ſenſe of duty and gratitude 
to my employers. But, however unfeigned my zeal, it can only be excerciſed negatively at 
Frelent; the obſtacles militating againſt my poſitive exertion of it, and which [ have ſtated 3 
5 F an 
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3 aſſigment hitherto granted by his Highneſs amounts, in the aggregate, to rupees 7 358 55000. 
Of this ſum, as I have already had the honour to explain to you in perſon, the aumils have objedel 


aſſignment; at the ſame time ſoliciting, in the Nabob's name, to relinquiſh part of the ſum I had 


the deceaſed Newaub, Iftekawr ul Dowlah, and others my dear connections and relations, have been 
| ſequeſtered ſince the year 1189: on account of my exertions in diſcharge of the Company's afign- 
ments, it has not been in my power to make any proviſion whatever for my mother and grandmo- 


on account of the ſcarcity and dearneſs of grain, ariſing from the failure of the periodic 


payment of my diſburſements, is alſo known to you, and how inadequate they are to anſwer us 


[280] 
and elſewhere, being, if I may be permitted to deliver an opinion, inſurmountable in my gy, _ 


ation to any man alive. 


T have the honour to be, with the hi gheſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


| Lucknow, Your moſt obedient, 
14th October 1783. humble ſervant, 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,. 


Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


o 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN, dug 
the 6th "T'eecandy, or 4th October 1783. 


to a third part. I am therefore to requeſt, that after deducting the charges, collections, &c, you 
will give me without delay an aſſignment of rupees 48, 94, 307 upon the diſtricts of Almaſs Ally 
Cawn, to be excluſively appropriated to the liquidation of the Company's balance. 2 


The Miniſter returned a verbal anſwer to the perſon who delivered to him the above letter, in- 
timating that he would wait upon me the next day. He came accordingly, and delivered me the 


demanded. I declined any verbal communication with him, but deſired to receive his Highneſ's 
commands in writing. Upon looking into the aſſignment, after the Miniſter had left me, I found 
it a blank one, and therefore returned it the ſame evening.—A tranſlation of it follows. 5 


To ALMASS ALLY CAWN. 


Having thought proper to grant an aſſignment upon you in the ſum of rupees 1 
account the Honourable Company, you will be careful to pay the above amount, from the collections 
of the Fuſſullee year 1191, to Mr. John Briſtow, taking his receipt for the ſame; agreeably to 
which, and to this order, credit will be given you by us. Dated 6th Teecandy 1197. F 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from his Highneſs the VIZIER to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW; | 
| dated the 8th Teecandy 1197 Higera, or 6th October 1783. : | 


The diſcharge of the Houourable Company's balance, and the ſubſidy to the brigades, has been 
evermore the firſt object of my attention; to this end I have chearfully ſubmitted to any diſtreß. 
In the Fuſſully year 1189 I furniſhed, and willingly, as large an amount as poſſible from my pri 
purſe, and the collections, by the reſumption of the Jaghires ; neither do I make any objections now. 
The Jaghyres of my grandmother and mother, and my uncle Salar Jung, and the ſons and family of 


ther; others have received ſome trifle, but in general they have been for theſe two laſt years living in 
hopes of better times. | | | © 


| This year, ſuch are the diſpenſations of Providence, the neceſſary expences will be two-folb 


rains. Without the neceſſaries of life—life cannot be preſerved ! I muſt therefore requeſt, 
you will, in making your arrangement on account of the Honourable Company's aflignments, 
you of famine, conſider the diſtreſſes of my family, and the neceſſity there is that a proviſion i 

e made for them. You are fully acquainted with the balances of the Jaſt year, and the ſcarcit) 9 
the preſent ; according to ſettlement, letters of aſſignment for the year 1191 have been iſſued to the 
reſpective Aumils. The ſituation of diſtricts which remain, and which are appropriated for 1b 


this 


end. Hitherto the diſtricts under Almaſs Ally Cawn have been charged with aſſignments on 4c. 
count of the Honourable Company, and have alſo furniſhed proportionate ſums for my * 


[-a8r [] 


You are now, Sir, deſirous that the whole of the diſtricts under the management of Almaſs ſhould 
be given up to the Honourable Company. In this caſe, what will remain for my ſubſiſtence*, and 


how ſhall I be able to exiſt ? I beg you will inform me of what you think is fitting to be done, and 
| will conform to it accordingly. | | 


Mr. BRISTOW to his Highneſs the VIZIER, in Reply; dated oth Tucaudy 1197 Higera, 
e th October 1783. 


I have been honoured by the receipt of > po letter relative to my requeſt, that the whole of the 
diſtricts under the management of Almaſs Ally Cawn might be given in affignment to the Com- 
pany. The attachment of the Company to your Highneſs's family is well known to you. This 
year, on account of the delay in making the ſettlement, the drought, the dearneſs of grain, and the 
diſorder pervading every department, I fee little proſpe& of being able to liquidate the debts due to 
the bankers, &c. and to provide for the neceſſary diſburſements of the brigades, and no reſource, in 
caſe you do not favour me with the whole of the diſtricts above-mentioned : I therefore am hopeful 
that you will be pleaſed to iſſue orders to this effect. Whatever it may be your pleaſure to repreſent to 
the Honourable ee General on this ſubject, I will communicate to him faithfully, and ſubmit 
to you ſuch commands as I may receive from him in anſwer, | 
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Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN ; dated th Teecaudy, or 7th October 1783. 


I have the pleaſure to encloſe you a copy of a letter I have addreſſed to his Highneſs, in anſwer to 
one I had the honour to receive from him. It is proper, Sir, you ſhould procure his Highneſs's 
ſhookas for granting the whole of the diſtricts under the management of Almaſs Ally Cawn in aſ- 
ſignment to the Company. In this affair, procraſtination is not fit. 


HYDER BEG CAWN in Reply ; dated gth Teecaudy, or 7th October 1783. 
have been honoured by the receipt of yur letter, covering the tranſcript of an addreſs from 
yow to the Vizier ; and agreeably to your commands, after conferring with his Highneſs, will make 


my report to you. 


r — — 


Hi Highneſs the VIZIER to Mr. BRISTOW ; dated 1th Teecaudy, or gth Oct. 1783. 


I ſtated to you the ſcarcity of grain, and the ſituation of poverty and wretchedneſs to which 
my relations, my friends, and dependents, were reduced, as the cauſe of the encreaſe of my per- 
ſonal expences, and as a motive that I hoped would induce you to favour me in your arrange- 
ments for the preſent year. You write me, in reply, deſiring the whole of the revenues of the 
diftricts under the management of Almaſs Ally Cawn may be granted in aſſignment to the Ho- 
nourable Company: thus the proportion L was wont to receive from thoſe diſtricts, and which till 
the end of laſt year I continued to enjoy, is now denied me. I have never ſhewn any back- - 
wardneſs on the ſubject of the Company's claims, neither do I wiſh to avoid ſatisfying them at pre- 
lent ; of this diſpoſition it is impoſſible to give a ſtronger proof than in the unlimited aſſignments 
have now granted on Almaſs Ally Cawn, and the Naibs of Allahabad and Furruckabad. I ſub- 
mitted to your conſideration and juſtice, how far I was entitled to particular indulgence in what 


' * Vide general eſtimate of revenue, account the year 1191, No. 3. 


Net revenue — — rup. 1,68, 22,772 8 3 
The Company's claims, No. 2 — 1, 21,84, 420 11 8 


—— 


Rupees 46,38,361 12 7 


This is a ſum exceeding the Nabob's perſonal expences, amounting laſt year to thirty-two lacks, The 
er only can explain why a ſufficient proportion of it is not appropriated to that purpoſe, 


n | B bb b | related 


n 


related to my expences at this time of public ſcarcity, and of extreme diſtreſs among my nobles 
relations, friends, and dependents. The anſwer you ſend me, as I have already obſerved, 1 
that even what I have hitherto uniformly received from the diſtricts of Almaſs, ſhall no longer be 
allowed me, which indeed amounts to a plain declaration, that I am not to look for any provi. 
ſion whatever. You inform me, it is your intention to addreſs the Honourable Governor General 
on the ſubject; be pleaſed to do ſo. I am very well convinced that Mr, Haſtings will attend 
to my repreſentation touching the unhappy condition of my nobles, my relations, my, friends, 
and dependents, conſequent upon the reſumption of the Jaghyres, as alſo of thoſe whoſe ſubKf. 
tence depends upon their ſtipends, but who, from an abſolute failure of aſſets, have received no- 
thing during the two laſt years. As ſoon as I ſhall be acquainted with the pleaſure of the Ho- 
nourable Governor General I will conform to it; and till his. anſwer arrives, let the diviſion of A]. 


maſs's aſſignment be poſtponed: in the mean time, I have no objection that whatever part of the 


revenue of his diſtricts may come in ſhould: be appropriated to the payment of the brigades. With 
reſpect to what you write, relative to the delay in making the ſettlement, and the general confuſion 


and diſorder of my government, it is a ſubject, Sir, I did not wiſh ſhould come in diſcuſſion 
between us; every man forms his opinion in theſe matters, as his underſtanding directs him, and! 


have done ſo too; however, as you, have thought proper to enter upon the ſubject, it is neceſſary ] 
ſhould declare my ſentiments. The declaration made by you in the month of Syte, touching 
the recall of the old Aumils, and the appointment of the new, by being promulgated * was the 
cauſe of the balances. The recall of thoſe whoſe Kiſtbundees were made out to the end of Bha. 


doon, before the expiration of that period, was the loſs of lacks. Had the Aumils been permitted 


to remain ſo long as by their agreement they ought to have done, or till the end of the year, there 
would have been no ſuch balance. That effect, which. reſulted. from the untimely recall of the Au- 
mils, you, Sir, attribute to a delay in adjuſting the ſettlement, 5 ; 
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Mr. BRISTOW to his Highneſs the NABOB VIZIER, dated 12th Teekaudy, or 10th 
1250 October 1783. i F 
I have had the honour to receive your Highneſs's letter of the 11th inftant. In reply to your 
commands on the ſubject of the public liftreſles, and the reſumption of the Jaghires, they occurred 
long before my arrival at your Highneſs's Court, and it was my wiſh that your affairs ſhould be 
well regulated, but the times were unfavourable ; and I withdrew from any interference, except in 
giving my advice in affairs. which I thought for the benefit of your Government. Provided. reports 
were circulated of the diſmiſſion of the Aumils in the months of Syte, it is to others they may be 
attributed, as I obſerved the utmoſt caution in theſe matters. EOS 


I have already repreſented to your Highneſs, concerning the aſſignment on Almaſs Ally 
Cawn, that unleſs the whole amount of revenue due from him were granted, it would be im- 
poſſible to ſupport the preſent year's diſburſements, and I muſt alſo now repeat my reprefenta- | 


tion to you on this head. I {hall certainly tranſmit to the Honourable Governor General and 


Council a copy of your ſhookas to me; but it is out of my power to delay the execution of the 
Board's poſitive orders. I cannot affent to any ſuſpenſion of the Company's claims until the 
receipt of an anſwer, or under any other pretence, whatever. it may be ; and I therefore hope 
your Highneſs will be pleaſed to grant the aſſignment on Almaſs Ally Cawn for, the ſum of 
rupees 48,94, 307. | Ine Fe 
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Mr. BRISTOW to HYDER BEG CAWN, dated 13th Tecaudy, or 11th October 1165 


I encloſe you two letters I have had the honour to receive from his Highneſs,” in anſwer to or! 
requiſition upon the ſubject of the Honourable Company's aſſignment, The accompanying ex 
of a letter from the Honourable Governor General, which it pains me to obſerve I have alread 
had frequent occaſion to make uſe of, will point out to you, Sir, the light in which thoſe letters wil 
conſidered by our Government; for the reſt, the orders of the Honourable Governor Gener 
Council on this ſubject leave me no option. It is neither in my power to make a previous referench 


or to give my conſent to any delay whatever, on any pretence whatever, with reſpect to the di 5 


of Almaſs Ally Cawn—the aſſignment whereof, if not granted me to-morrow morning, 
look upon as poſitively refuſed, and act accordingly. N . 
»The Reſident has conducted all buſineſs with the Miniſter by letter; and the 5 rreſpondr. 
may be hereafter produced, if neceſſary, in anſwer to the Nabob's charges, which are dictated by 
der Beg, and groundleſs. HDR 


„ 
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HYDER BEG CAWN, in Reply, dated z3th Teecaudy, or 11th Oftober 1783. 


| have been honoured by the receipt of your letter, and ſhall to-morrow mi utely ſtate to his 
Highneſs what =o have given me in command to repreſent to him, With reſpect to what relates 
to myſelf, I ſhall Jo myſelf the pleaſure to explain to you how blameleſs my conduct has been. I 
neither have or ever will oppoſe the intereſts of the Company; and, conſcious of the rectitude of 
my intentions, I am perſuaded that, in the preſent inſtance, no fault can in juſtice be attributed 
e. 
* A true tranſlation. 
(Signed) WM. COwWPER. 


ESTIMATE 


Balance due the laſt day of the Fuſlullee year 1190 — 3 48,1282 11 8 


1300 0% 2 
Abdul Rhaman Cawn's corps of cavalry — — | 3,00000 — — 
Army donation — — 10, 50,000 — — | 
Mr. Frazer, &ce. — — 25, 00,0 — 
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ESTIMATE of Claims on his Excellency the NABOB VIZIER, for the Fuſſullee Year ng. 


Army Subſidy. | 


One brigade, according to the old eſta - * 5 
bliſhnent — — 31,20,000 — — | 
One regiment ſtationed at Lucknow ac- | 
cording to the new eſtabliſhment — 3,00, oo — — 
Five regiments under Col. Sir J. Cum- | 
ming, according to the new eſtabliſh- | 
ment — 15500, ooo — — | 
One company of ar- 
tillery under Col. | 
Sir J. * — — — 1 
| —ñ—é— 17540, 00 OR. ROY 
— — 51,660,000 


Mirza Saudit Ally's ſtipend — — 


— AE — 


Rohilla ſtipends  — — 61,578 — — 
Eftimate of intereſt on the money borrowed from the 3 
Shroffs — — — — 3: o, ooo — —| - 
5 | —— — 7371578 5 
Fyzd. 16 Sun Sicca Rupees — — — — u — 1,21,84,420 1198 


Eſtimate of claims for the year 1190 1541,12 578 — — 
Do. Do. for the year 1191 1,21, 84,420 11 8 


„ 


w— 


Reda ien of the debt, Rs. 19,28,157 4 4 | 


Errors excepted. 


Lucknow, | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
14th October, 1783. Reſident at the Vizer's Court. 
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RAL ESTIMATE of his Highneſs the VIZIER's Revenue, and Charges Collection, on Account the Fuſfully 
from September 1783, to September 1784, as preſented to the Reſident by the Acting Miniſter, 


* 


Diſuicts under Almaſs Ally Cawn. | 
ſ, 3534 — 9,88,640 14 — 
nut Bates, & C. — 69,494 8 | | 
NR IT Om 9,19,146 — — 
9053 — — 6,20, 56 — — 
er — — 90,039 gs 


17,290,841 — — 


| Charges 


2,98,2.35 3 6 


| 


Huſſun Cawn. 
ad, as formerly let to Almaſs Ally Cawn. 


dad, Mahomdy, and Konederry, under Mahommed 1 


nal Jumma — — 982,473 — — 
4 228 J —_— 
077 Do. — Do. 7 
Ke | — — 50, 00 - 
1 1,74351 = — 
lud for Hyderabad = 20,000 — — 
2 57 &e, — = EE — 
1 2 of Hubberl Bes? — = — 


— 


— 


10, 39,473 ——| 


1,54,351 — — 


86,551 ——| 
12,000 — —| 


20,28,076 5 6 3 
— 48, 94,307 2 9 


| 


lions alowed from Almaſs Ally Cawn's agreement — 


— 


12,92,375 —— 
15077000 — — 


Prom ih od —_— "_ — „ ———— 


* 2 PAY 
as — te. w 
; 


— 


| 
A Batta, &c.— 19,560 8 — 1 
—— — 4001, 890 — — 
out. — — — _ | 
0 Q Batta, &c. — 25, 375 | 


2,283 12 — - 
e 23091 4 7 
— 17,000 — — 
— —— 


— _— * I * 


— 


— | 


— 


| [11,$5,375 —— Z 


| 


l 


499547 | 4 = 6,85,827 12 — 


|- 
Carried forward 


$580,134 14 9 


* 


— — | . 12 — 2 2 
2 — — 1 


RE — 
— —— — 2 — ́ q — 
— - 2 l 
Ty * 2 — Ca _s 
1 x p. 
r — 


Brought forward _ 
| Diſtricts under Mirza Atta Beg. 
Ar imgur, and Mahole, 
Jumma — N — — 
Charges. 
Horſe, 877 — 2, 76,521 7 6 
Foot, 2,700 — 1, 30,485 — — 
Artillery — — 21,400 — — 
428,40 7 6 
Deduct Batta, &. 24,885 — — | 
—— 103,521 7 6 
Mehatl Charges — 18,209 — — 
Deduct Batta — 994 — — 
es 0 — 17.215 — — 
Sultanpore. 
Jumma — — — 
Charges. 
Horſe, 5 — 1,50, ooo — — 
Foot, 78 — 70,000 — — 
Artillery — 10,000 —— 


230,000 — — 


Deduct Batta, &c. 13,500 — — 


2 2, I 6,500 G_ 


Artillery — — 164434 — — 


* 


— 


1571, 91 — — 


ö 
a ö 
i 5 


| 
| 


55795801 = — 


| 420,736 7 6 | 


| 


4235245 — 8 


2, 27,26 „ 


ö 


Mehall Charges — 11 472 = — 5 
Deduct Batta — 7⁰⁴ 9 — 

| — — 10,67 7 — 
Ackberpore, | 

Jumma — „ — es 
Charges. 55 
Horſe, 400 — 1,18,707 — — | 
Foot, 1,000 — 36,250 — — | 


-» —_— {— — 9 


2,555,819 15 6 


ö 


1 


Deduct Batta, &c. 13,846 — — 
Mehall Char ges MM — 1185 8 
Jaghyres. 
Jumma — 8 5 
Charges Mehall — | — 5 
RNohilcund, under Khaujah Ajun ul Deen. 
Jumma of 1190 — 8 — 
Deductions allowed this year — 
Jumma | * | — — are 
Charges. es 
Horſe, 1,740 — 4,96,616 14 — 
Foot, 3,92 — 1, 55,896 10 3 
Battalions at Daranagur 3, 00, ooo — — 
Artillery — 47,000 — — | 
n 


Mehall Charges — 


— 1,04, 253 14 — 


— 


8,961 — — 


| 1375947453 === 


65,647 10—| 


a i — 


1795977 9 — 


80,074 15 6 


„ 


38, 46,614 13 3 


56,686 10 5 


— — 


A —— — 


7, 50,06 8 6 


12 


4346,614 13 | 


i 


| 11,03,767 | b 3 2000 


Carried forward 


0 


59 180} | 


Allahabad, under Mirza Iſhmael Beg. 


5 — | | — 6 W 
209 3 — 5700 —— 
Jr — — — I0,000 — 


— 


Jud Batta, &c. OY 


n 
il Charges — — 51 264 8 — 
ct Batta, &c. — 22796 


Brought forward = 


1, 23,700 — 


M54; 


ol 
1 


1,173,467 — " | 


Le 
49,068. 6 — 


8,29,376 — — 


land Jaghyre' of Lataufit Ally Cawn, under Mi 
1155 — S 15 * 


u of the Sayer, and Diſtriéts under Mitty Cawn 


dt Lataufit Ally Cawn's Jayiidaad and Jaghyre | 


1,02,535 6 — 


Charges of-Lataufit Ally Ca wn's Jayiidaad and 
hire — 


heluct Batta, &c. — 46 


n the Diſtrits under Mitty Cawn — — 


— $2,041 8 — 
683 13 —| 


47357 11 — 
6,000 — — 


— ͤ—ä—ù— * 
1 9 


13,27,771 10. 9 
| J 


Diſtricts under Mirza Ahmud Beg. 
|  Sundelee, Milliabad. = 


* — 38,473 8 — 
Sing mo, 5,085 — — 


11,30, 1 
i Batta, &c. * 8 — 5 
— — 1,109,436 — — 
27471 $5 — | 
1,8 3 — — ; ( 
— | 25,588 5 — 


„„  ——— 


Il Charges 
i Batta, &c. 


— — — 1 
1 ö 


| 


— — 


* 


6,656,840 10. 


3582,08 5 12 6 


ö 


2 


hn 
2 


Munnooabaury. 


116 — 
%% = 
of 


Vie 43027 — hn 


S 


8 3 85 
E Batta, &c. 2 
Charges 14575 

5 3753 14 — 
Batta Kc, : gs + 15 — 


po — 


— FY 


10,875 — — _ — 5: 


nog 56,057 Mn ny 


e e 13,588 2 — 


— 


545,024 5 —| 


17,84,533 3 


_ 114,893 14 — 


$3357 1 1 8 5 


237,061 7 6 


127413 15 9 


E 


} « 


1 


# 


— . ˖ — j — 


357,955 5 6 


forward ;- au 1,06,07,996 — _ 


| 
| 
| 


Brought forward wen” ER Ta LO _ | 5580.14 
Diftrits under Mirza Atta Beg. . 
Arimgur, and Mahole. | 5 
Jumma — _ — 214990 
Charges. 4 
Horſe, 877 — 2, 76,521 7 6 | 
Foot, 2,700 — 1,30,485 — — 
Artillery — — 22,400 — — | 
IS 4,28,406 7 6 | | 
— — 403,521 7 6 
Mehall Charges — 18,209 — — | 
Deduct Batta — 994 — — | 5 | 
— } 0,76 7 Of 6 
22 — 1.60.0564 8 0 
| Sultanpore. 18 | 55970 + | |: 
- „ _— #65 
Jumma — — — 423,245 — — 
Charges. g 
Horſe, 500 — 1,50, ooo — — 4 
Foot, 838 — 70,000 — — | 
Artillery 10,000 — — 4 
5 21530, oo0 — 5 
Deduct Batta, &c. 13,500: — 
s CE FG aha 2,16,500 Sas Prague: 3 4 
Mehall Charges — 11,472 — — | | | 
Deduct Batta — 704 9 | | : 
——— 3 5 8 
— — ſ 27,267 7 — 3 
Ackb —  1,09,077 9 
| Ackberpore. if 
Jumma * — — —4 25555819 15 6 
Charges. 
Horſe; 400 — 1,18,707 — — | | 
Foot, 1,000 — 36,250. — — Bs | 
Artillery — — 16,434 — — 1 . 
FS ers | 
Deduct Batta, &c. 1 3846 — — | | . | 
ND. — 45. 
Mehall Charges — — 17 5200 . | 
=o N „ | 
Jaghyres. ; | $0,074 15 $ 
Jumma — — — 65,647 10 i 
Charges Mehall _ — EF 8,961 — — 
— 56, 686 10 —| 0 
Rohilcund, under Thaujah Ajun ul Deen. | ART. * 
Jumma of 1190 — — — 128 46,614 12 
Deductions allowed this year — 5 mh om ; 1 
Jumma — „ —| — — 42466143 I _ 
Charges. 8 | 
Horſe, 1,749 — 4,96,616 14 — 
Foot, 3,092 — 1,55,896 10 3 
| Battalions at Daranagur 3,00,000 — — f 
Artillery — 475000 — — | | 
— 909,573 8 3 
Mehall Charges — — 1, 04, 253 14 — | | 
| — g, 767 fe 224M 


208 ') 
'  Cariedfogad e 


8,29,3760 — — 


165835 6. NY 


Allahabad, under Mirza Iſhmael Beg. 
, 209 nd — 6 5700 ee 
5150 1 _ 
ert — — — 10,000 — of * 
TY 8 — —| PRs. 
dud B . — 10,233 — — | | 
p _—_ 33 — I, 13,467. — — 
* 1 — — 7 wy 5 
al 4 C. 2 1 : # | 1 
; NY - ” 49,068. 6 2 
and Jaghyre of Lataufit Ally Cawn, * Mirza 
ad ommed Cauzim. 
a of Lataufit Ally Conn s Jayiidaad and Ja hyre i 771,633 2 ol 
u of the Sayer, and — under Mitty Cawn 5565 138 8 PI 
| Charges of Lataufit Ally Cawn's Jayiidaad and 
. = — 568. 8 — 
Deduct Datta, — 4,082 12 —| e 
e. - 41357 11 — 
n the Diſtricts under Mitty Cawn — — GOP —.1 
Diſtricts under Mirza Ahmud Beg. 
| Sundelee, Milliabad. N | 
nn — 382,85 12 6] 


2 


150 — 27,187 — — 
1 5085 N 


1,30, 745 8 — 
1 Batta, ke. 125350 0 


Charges 
& Batta, &c. 


275471 — 
863 2 . 


„ 


— _— 


1,19,436 — — 


7 


Munnooabaury. 


ol e — 43,027 — — 
—_— (3027 — Ne 


—— 


60, 02 — woe 


LO — 


Batta, &c. 


—— 


145753 14 — 


—B 


— 


1 


——@@C. 


13527771 10 


gl 
| 


83.357 LF 


4 
| 


565051 — 


„* — 


145024 5 — 


1,84,533 mm 


2 


2 


2,377061 7 6 


1,14,893 14 — 


Carried forward 


to... Ml. at Ke. a 


83,14,786 — 9. 


1 


6,066,840 16. — 


| 174413 15 9 


5 351,955 5 2 


1,06,07,996 — — 


——V —— — — - —— _ 
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Brought forward — — 


Purtaub-gur and Dingoſe, under Mahomed Beg Humdanny. 


Jumma — | — — 
Charges. 
Horſe, 200 — — 88,072 I4 — 
Foot, 500 — — 18,125 — — 
. Artillery — — 12771 — —f 
1,18,968 14 — 
Deduct Batta — 9,357 14 - 
Mehall Charges 5 3,646 5 — 
Deduct Batta, &c. — 540 8 — 


Diſtrics under Mirza Miaindy Sooraugepore. 


| Jumma | 1 — | — — 
Charges. 

Horſe, 128 — 42,163 8 — 
Foot, 546 — 32,082 12 — 
Artillery We ä 6,000 — — 

80,246 4 — | 

Deduct Batta, &c. 3,642 4 — x 

_ 76,604 — — 

Mehall Charges. —_— 6 


| 5359 6 


N Ruddowly, Owd, Pachumraut, &c, 


Jumma. | 
Durriabad and Ruddowly — — 305.476 — — — 
| Owd and Pachumraut — 1,7458 — 
Sereya — — 3053 5 5 
Degurpore — — 3,500 — | 
Do. Marwar — 135202 — — 
0 . Sing — 25507 5 — 
Charges. ED | 
* Horſe, 272 — 83,836 8 — 
Foot, 1,954 507492 8 — 
Artillery _ 9,000 — — 


1949 


175192 — — { 


| Dedutt Bata, ke, a 
— ey ——_———_ 3 13 TO — 


Mehall Charges 


30,847 15 — 
Deduct Datta, &c. - | 


2,504 11 — 


e 28,277 3 


y * _ 


_ 1 


| 


l 


LOO TT — — 


i 


$205 #3. | 
— 115,506 13 
gra: 


2 


35215963 11 d 


5,209,634 10 6 


. 
- 


| 17060 Wo 


WI” 


277113 14 


Carried forward 


> - i. dt oe, Ee ena 
4 


„ 
28220 12 6 


>, 


—11,13.60,0 


n 


[ avg J 


Brought forward — 2 — 1 ＋ 1573, 60, 192 4 6 
Ghonda, under | 
ama, excluſive of 50,000 for Nuzzerama and Ruſſoom — — | 4,00,000. mm. 
150 | — 49 282 
rſe, 15 2 WR n 
3 1,000 5 N 236,250 = 
tillery — TT 10, 00 — — ET | | 
Ds 87,924 2 — 
95,532 — — 
Deduct Batta, &c. — 7,607 > — 1 
5 3 n 
gall Charges — 8.44 4 —————| 9569 13 | 
— Batta, Kc. — 745 9 — 1— 11 — 304,327 3 PEA 
Bairaitch, &c. under Mirza Buxoola Beg. 
_ nes ET on N — | 399344 13 9g 
— — 60, ooo — — 5 
— — 78,291 14 — | | | 
GET — 9,600 — -- 


| 1z47,891 14 — | 8 
Deduct Batta, &c. — — | | 5 


142,491 14 — 
hall Charges N 55366 E . 1 
Deduct _ &c. — 33092 5 — 1 a 


$0,274 — — | ſ 
— ———| 192765 14 — 


Goruckpore, &c. under Mirza Shuffy Cawn. 8 I 7 * 15975579 19 


mna — Ejaurab — 5 1377000 


ges. | . | | * 


prle, 150 wow 53204 — — þ 
dt, 1,000 — 3 5250 — — 0 
llery — 5,000 — — 

94,454 — — 


Deduct Batta, &c. 75161 _ — 


— — — 87,293 — _— ö 
wall Charges 9,000 — — 

— — — 8,190 NE „ 2 — 4 g F | 
— , 95483 ——] | | 
5 — 47 — x 
ma Amauney * = 1565 850 2 — | 
Les. | EX | ; Y | 
ie, 350 | 1,05,000 — — . i 
5 2,450 1,28,000 — — ET | 
RE I 5,000 — — | | 
| | 
" . | 1 


233.000 = 
VeduQ Batta, &. 13 he 7; | 

* . 427.0 — | . 
hall Charges — 85,787 _ = 2, 75 3 8 | | h 


Dedud Batta 3 . W ee 


— 2 * — 
= Y 3095934 3 
eee 2,55,916 2 — 


— 4. 


—ů—ů—ů—ů— 


5 ; 14 Carried forward 1,24, 50,531 11 3 
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Brought over — | — — — — 
Bidgenore, &c. under Meer Boozoorgllmeid. Cooke”: | 
Jumma — | — — — — 4,20, 552 6 9 
Charges. | | | | 
Horſe 112 — — 377920 — — 
Foot 625 — — 458600 — — 
79,520 — — 
Deduct Batta, cc. — 4 whe 1 [ 
Mehall Charges — e 
ehall Charges 9 3 7 anos 6 | 
| Dedudt Do. &c. — hg 11 13 — 1 
0 | | 353199 SOON 
- 1,08,162 10'—| 
Khyragur, under 
Jumma F N — | 2,00,001 — — 
Charges Mehall — — 4 PCs 5,018 — — 
Jayes, &c. under Tuckee Beg Cawn, and Iſmael Beg Cawn. |- 5 | WW 
Jayes. | 
Jumma | — . Ne 7700, ooo — 
Charges. 3 
Horſe 221 — 70,086 — — 
Foot 704 — 28,280 — — 
Artillery — 2,075 2 6 
1,009,441 2 6 
Deduct Batta, &c. : * 2 6 | | | 
3 | 8 | 
Mehall Charges 57925 — — | | | 
= —— 2 „ 5 | 
— —— 155,755 12 — 5 
| _ $4475244 4 
Beilker and Dulliibpore. 
Jane Eo” 7 * — | 2,10,000 — | | 
| 7 —_—— S144 
Sandy, under Rajah Jas Loll. | - 
Jumma — . — — — 2,90, 00 — Ws 
* | 
Charges. ; 
_ Horſe 218 54462 — — 
Deduct Batta 45917 8 — - 
—_— 4,4 8 
Foot 1000 36,250 —— _. 
Deduct Batta 4272 8 — 9 1 
5 — 32,977 8 — 
Artillery — 3 10,472 — —| 
Mehall Charges — 8960 — — = 
Deduct Batta, &c. — "> 76 9 — — _ 
| | 8 8,180 — — 
—— 288 1,01,354 — — 
i | | | Carried forward 


— . ror ee 
— 


—— — 


Pe 


= _ 


* * y - 
ks e — — — — 
1 
— I ů *⅛ — 3 —— — —— —— Ar Ee "> 
— — — » — : 
* — 1 2 : 


Brought forward = | = —| = — [13912794 12 — 
1 and Futtypore, under Roy Neer Mull Dok. 
_ nr — Fn) 2 
7 — 25,424 9 =y 
— — — 38,417 — — 
72,841 9 — 
114 Batta, &c. — E » 7 bean | 
* AST, — 69,914 9 — 
| Charges my — 19219 3 
* FEE 
- — 88,278 6 = EI 
a pope 744759 12 — 
Amati Rampore, under Fuzzil Azeem Cawn. . 
151 — e, _ 
$70 — — — „619 — — 
a w_ 18,356 4 — 
heduct Batta, &c. : 6,607 2 —] ; | 
| Charges — 13 26,585 — — R 
JeduQt Batta, &c. — 2,293 — | - 
Lucknow, under Aſkurry. 5 | 5 : | 1 
— 5 W mann 
1 — W 1,821 12 — i 
| 150 — — 8.37 2 — 
| 2 5 — 
* — — 8 - 5s OI 
harges — — 21,423} 1 6 _ 7 
dug Batta, &c. 8 | 3 1,370 12 — ST A .\ : 
| 985 8 20,052 5 TEA + | 
Sundelee, Milliabad, Biſſowah, &c. under Umber 
Ally Cawn. 
= == Sr 
C 
— — 9,180 — — 
—— — 31,191 — —-1 
| 456,112 — — | 
— $1,902: — =? 
_ — 22,859 44 | = 
1,985 112 2 874 | 
1 2.95,097 7 — 


KE 


Carried forward r, 44, 17,596 — 4 


= 
— Cie eee  LTELISNGNS _ 


} 
4 
ih 
199 [0 
Wet) 
ol 
* 
v 4 ! 


II 921] 
Brought ve = = — — | — — 
Mohan, under Meer Gholaum Ally. | | 
Charges. | a ER | a 
Horſe 3 — — — 1,235 — — 
. ONT 20 | 
Deduct Batta, &c. — —«Ü— y 
Mehall Charges — © ew. 7. * 20 "LL... 7 
Deduct Batta, &c, — — — 435 15 —| 
| — 9861 8 
The Sayer, under Gholaum Surwar. | —— 
Jumma — „„ 8 2,1000 PEN | 
Charges. | n | 
Horſe, 18 — 5,127 8 
Foot, 215 — 14,362 8 — 
An 
Deduct Ba g — 1,324 — — 
| TY 55 3 — — 18,166 — — 
Mehall Charges — FTC OE 
Deduct Batta — — — 157 8 — 2 
| | — 10,602 8 — 
EO a 28,858 8 — 
Barelly and Dalmow, under Ceedee Almaſs. | — 
Jumma 4 — — 4 — — 376,222 — — 
Charges. | 5 | 
Foot, 92 — — — 63,052 8 — 
1,17,987 "Jo ; 


Deduct Batta, & = — 18.529 8 — 


o 


wi | - g 3 Boy bo . 
Mehall Charges — * | . TITS 7 85 A 
Byſwarrah, under Mirza Ally Ackber Beg. 5 —] 111,648 8 — 
| | | 
8 — — — "Es _ —˙3 
arges. 2 | | 
Horſe 32 — — 091,168 — — 
Foot 878 — — — 70,000 — — & 
Artillery — — — 17,800 — — 
178,968 — — | 
Deduct Bata — — 1 2 as | | 
| | 1 - bo ——=—| 1,70,762 14 —| 1 | 
Mehall Charges  — = | 15,429 11 — + 1 85 
. | - 1,86,192 9 — 
Manickpore, under Gunge Ally Cawn. 2 
ma . 
Mehall Charges. 8 — . 22113 — — 
Jaghire of Huſſein Raza Cawn. | . 
ehall Charges — 5 malls... FRE: — — 1,183 —_— 
Jaghire of Huſſun Ally, and Bauker Ally. 5 
umma ke eg, AE A — — — 
Meat Charges — PR Rn. , rom 4 — — 2303 _—_ 
Jaghire of Rajah Govind Rem. | . IE 
Charges Mehall  — DO 66 25110 
8 Sundry Talooks. bs 
oa ] =. = | 


14,317 — 'Þ 40% 


Fl — 
Rupees 1,66 ] 


. 5 
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ABSTRACT ESTIMATE of his Highneſs the Vizier's Revenue, and Charges Col- 
e&ions, on Account the Fuſſully Vear 1191, or from September 1783 to September 1784; 
as preſented to the Reſident by the Acting Miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn. | 


0 3 1 3a 
— 
1 05 5 
Tn Tn „ . 2,39,68,818 14 —| 
Charges. 
Horſe, 10,897 | 36,76,048 8 | 
Foot, - 38,611 22,560,194 4 | 


3 
N NN Camels 34. 503 12 4 


0 


| 63,26,719 9 
Deduct Batta, &c. 301,404 12 


ö 


Mehall Charges I 1.531219 
Deduct Batta, &c. 32,389 9 —| 
8 W 


— 


3 
60, 25,314 12 9 


1,20,732 — —| 


; 71,46,046 12 9 


Net Jumma Rupees — — 


1568, 22,7% 8 3 


155 gs: 
(Errors excepted. ). 
Lucknow, 1 8 (signed) JoHN BRISTO 
14th October 1783. 7; | EReſident at the 
. 
55500 
; 10} Bo 
9 Vor. I, Ee e e 


3 


1 
Vizier's Court, 


1 


on the 6th, and a motion de 
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LIST of ENCLOSURES. 


No. 1. Refident's Correſpondence with his Highneſs the Nabob Vizier, and Hyder Beg Cam, | 
e ncloſed in his addreſs to the Honourable Board, dated 14th October x783, 


2, Eſtimate of claims on the Nabob Vizier, for the Fyzula Year 111179. 


3. General Eſtimate of the Nabob Vizier's Revenue, and Charges Collections for the 
Fyſulla Year 1191. | e | 


- (Signed) - | JOHN BRISTOW, 

True oi. C | Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
. Hay 3 85 Ww 

Adding Secretary to the Secret Department. 


* 
* 


EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 24th November 1763. 


The following letters having been received from Lieutenant Colonel Martin, and Mr. Briftoy, 
| Kota in conſequence by the Governor General on the. 20th in- 
ſtant, it was circulated, with the interrogatories accompanying it, to the Members of the Board 
who delivered the opinions which are entered after it. 2 Fe LEES > e 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, . _ 33 „„ 

I have been honoured with your command of the 13th inſtant, through your Secretary, requiring 
of me an exact narrative of all 1 know concerning the various matters of complaint, which have 
paſſed between the Nabob Vizier and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn on one fide, and Mr. Briſtoy 
on the other. Irkſome and diſagreeable as it may be to me to appear in this conteſt, yet as it was 
from the beſt of motives that I have had any thing to do in it, and totally with a view of mediating 
between the parties, I hope my conduct will appear proper and becoming one who was on the 
beſt terms with both ; but as from motives of delicacy (in which I flatter myſelf the Honourable 


Board will indulge me) I wiſh to avoid appearing the accuſer of any one, and particularly of a 


perſon whom TI have been long intimate with, I humbly beg to be excuſed giving in a narrative of 
ſuch circumſtances as may have come to my knewhfedge ; at the ſame time, if my teltinony cannot 
be diſpenſed with, I am ready to anſwer all ſuch queſtions as may be put to me by your Honour- 
able Board, relative to that matter to the beſt of my recollection in all caſes, and to ſupport my 
evidence by writings in my poſſeſſion, where it may be done. CRETE re | 


1 J have the honour to be, &c. | N 
Lucknow, (Signed) CL. MARTIN. 
the 24th October 1783. | | 1 | 


Gentlemen, „ TY | ee 

I have been honoured with your commands of the 13th inſtant, through your Secretary, adviſing 

me that you had been pleaſed to require from Colonel Martin an exact narrative of all he knows } 
concerning the various matters of complaint exhibited againſt me by the Vizier, and his acting 

Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, directing me in conſequence to ſhew that Gentleman copies of all tde 

papers in which ſuch complaints were included (and which had been tranſmitted to me from out 


Government) ſhould he deſire to ſee them, and informing me that, as the Honourable Board wi to 


give me an opportunity of juſtification, and of replying to Colonel Martin's evidence, he had been 
ordered to furniſh me with a copy of it. NEE eee IS 


Immediately on the receipt of theſe your commands, I wrote a letter to Colonel Marti 
tranſcript whereof, together with his reply, I have the honour to encloſe. I ſhortly after recen | 
from him an addreſs for my peruſal, which he at the ſame time acquainted me it was his inter. 
tion to ſubmit to the Board, in anſwer to their requiſition herein above-mentioned. In this c 
munication there is nothing, as I conceive, Gentlemen, that makes juſtification on my part nec 4 | 
Colonel Martin has infinuated a great deal, but ſaid nothing. On the other hand I have repeare 


though vainly, ſolicited him to ſpeak out, and if he knows aught, to ſay what he knows. 1 deln. 


L 295 ] 


teſort, therefore, I am compelled, Gentlemen, to make my appeal to.yau, moſt humbly and earneſtly 
entreating, that you will lay your commands upon Colonel Martin to this effect. I can poſſibly . 

no alarm about the reſult of informations or accuſations, provided they be publickly exhibited ; 
and whilſt the opportunity of defence is afforded me, I. ſhall continue alike indifferent to all that 
the inventive malice of my enemies, or the ultimate knowledge of my friends, can furniſh, . - 


Lucknow, 1 have the honour to be, &c. | 


th 1782.  (Signed)- .JOHN BRISTOW, og 
October 29th 1783 | Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


** 8 4 20 — 


I Lieutenant Colonel CLAUD M ARTIN, at Lucknow. 
Sir, 


1 encloſe you à copy of the Honourable Board's orders to me of the 13th inſtant, and am ready 5 
to furniſh you with any papers you may require for your information. | | Es 


I fo long ago as the 6th July made you a ſimiſar requeſt ; and I muſt now repeat my moſt earneſt 
folicitations, that you will freely and rag communicate every circumſtance within your 
knowledge having any relation to the charges exhibited againſt me before the Board by the Nabob 

and his Miniſter. I Ee been attacked by the vileſt calumnies, and 1 chearfully appeal to fair and 
candid evidence, wherever ſuch can be found, as the ſure means of expoling the malicious deſigns of 
my enemies, and brightening my own character, e 


29h Odder 1783 (Sina? © JON BRISTOW 
24th October 1 p | | 2 -4$ | | | 
; i 5 5 | 1 | | Reſid. at the Vizier's Court, 


1 8 1 <> £ 8 7 2 


— „ 


To JOHN BRISTOW, | Eſquire, Reſident at the . 
i e , CUR ET ONE 
I have this moment received the honour of your letter of the 24th inſtant, en oling 2 copy of one 
irom the Honourable Board's Secretary to you. tz 11% ON. ee £11 „ | 
Laſt night I received one to the fame purpoſe . and as 1 intend anſwering to it by this evening 
2 Dauk) or to-morrow at furtheſt, I will firſt tranſmit it to you for your perudal, before I 
iſpatch it. Og | 2 | | 


| Lucknow, II! dave the honour to be, ce. 
24ta October 1783. 1 1 c lo 2] - | (Signed) — CL. MARTIN. 


8 : © Fg 3 8 nad 
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To . Colonel CLAUD MARTIN. FEE 


[ have received your letter, encloſing one you propoſe addrefling to the Hanourable Governor 
eneral and Council, It appears, in my opinion, that your evidence cannot be diſpenſed with, 
otherwiſe the Honourable Board would never have called upon you for it; and I muſt again repeat 
my ſolicitations, earneſtly requeſting you will not delay to prepare your narrative, and produce the 


witten evidence which you mention having in your poſſeſſion. 


1 am the more anxious on this head, as your addreſs to the Governor General and Coun cil con- 
tains, in fact, a general charge againſt me, and plainly afſerts your readineſs to ſupport the M inifter's 
accufations. 1 am only to deſire that you will do me the favour to forego all delicacy towards me, 
m the ion of becoming my accuſer ; and, both in obedience to the commands 3 1 

"as | 95 e AO TR Ter e phe PAT, 


wy 
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Board, and for my ſatisfaRion, prepare your narrative as ſoon as you conveniently can, as any: dh) 
will only be protracting to a future day what ought now to be done, 997 e 


8 —3— — 


excuſed from laying before the Board the information required, in the letter written to him by our 


tories which I wiſh to be put to him, and move the ſame accordingly. My deſire is, that they ſhould 
ordered to give a copy of his anſwers to Mr. Briſtow, .conformably to the orders already iſſued; but 


| Mir, Stables. I have no objection to the interrogatories as coming from the Governor Ge- 
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4410 I have the honour to be, &, 
Lucknow, 


(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
24th October 1782. | Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
To Lieutenant Colonel CLAUD MARTIN, 
Sir, 


I wrote to you a letter on the 24th inſtant, in anſwer to your's encloſing your addreſs to the Ho. 
nourable Governor General and Council, which J kept, thinking you meant it a copy for my in- 
formation.— I now return it. 5 5 85 
I have already ſolicited you to prepare your narrative; and as you have declared to the Board 
that your evidence will accuſe a perſon (meaning myſelf ) whom you have long been intimate with, [ 
have now a right to require your evidence. A formal declaration of this nature to our Adminiftre. 
tion, is a very ſerious matter to my character; and ſince you have wounded my reputation by 
ſtyling yourſelf my accuſer, I muſt again defire that you will give me the fatisfaQtion to i 


your Charges. 5 


EP Lucknow: | | I have the honour to be, &c. | . 
October 26th 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 'Z 
5 | Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


. 


5 | roth November 1783. 
| Governor General. Lieutenant Colonel Martin, at Lucknow, having expreſſed his deſire to be 


Secretary on the 13th of laſt month, but declared a N to anſwer all ſuch queſtions as-might 
be put to him by the Board on the ſubject of it; and Mr. Briſtow himſelf having urgently ſolicited a 
repetition of our commands to Colonel Martin, I beg leave to lay before the Board ſome interroga- 


5 


be ſent without delay to Colonel Martin, and that he ſhould be informed of our intention to re- 
quire his atteſtation on oath to the truth of his anſwers to them. I think it proper that he ſhould be 


not to withhold his reply from the Board after it is prepared, 


neral. 
Mr. Macpherſon. T have no objection to the interrogatories which the Governor General has 
propoſed being ſent to Colonel Martin; but I imagine it would be more in form that he ſhould ge 
his evidence upon the charges at large, as was at firſt propoſed by Hyder Beg Cawn, and deſired by 
the Board. | 1 | ; | 


Mr. Wheeler. I have no objection to the interrogatories being put as they ſhould to Co- 
lone] Martin. 1 „ „„ | 


The Governor General, 1 adhere to the terms of the queſtion. 
» Ordered accordingly. 


—_ * 8 a a 1 


* 


DRAFT of Interrogatories to be put to Lieutenant Colonel MARTIN. 


Has Mr. Briſtow, to your knowledge, at any time or times, either perſonally or by meſlage 
directly, or indirectly, forbid Hyder Beg Cawn to inform the Governor General of the ſtate of alta 
at Lucknow? or has he, to your knowledge, given injunctions, in any mode or manner, that bo l 
perſon ſhould correſpond with the Governor General on that ſubject? And has he at any time e: 


preſſed diſpleaſure againſt Hyder Beg Khan for fo doing, to you? 2d, Do 


V 


2d. Do you know whether Mr. Briſtow. ever demanded a contribution of 25 lacks of rupees 
&om the private property of Hyder Beg Cawn? and whether that demand was Ws by a 
threat to procure the above ſum, in caſe of a refuſal, by a change in the office of Naibut ; that 
1 to ſay, by the diſmiſſion of Hyder Beg Khawn, and the appointment of ſome other perſon in his 


place ? 


Did Hyder Beg Khawn, in conſequence of the above demand, ever ſend a meſſage by you to Mr. 
Briſtow, purporting, „“ That the Naibut, and the reſpectability which he poſſeſſed, were the gifts 
« of the Governor General; that his Highneſs, with his uſual benevolence, had ſhewn favour to 
« him; that he on his part had never been deficient in duty to either Sircar; and that as Mr. 
« Briſtow had been induced, at the inſtigation of his enemies, to make the preceding declaration, if 
« he was really determined, in conſequence of ſuch advice, to diſmiſs him from his office, he would 
« retire with his family to Calcutta?“ | | | 


Is d you reply to the above by meſſage, either from yourſelf, or on the part, pa by the deſire of Mr. 
Briſtow ? e | 85 = a 8 


Did Hyder Beg Cawn go to Mr. Briſtow the next day? And did you then ſend a meſſage to 
Hyder Beg Khawn by Raja Annud Raum, entreating him in the ſtrongeſt terms to take no notice 
of the altercation that had paſſed reſpecting the demand made on his private property for 25 lacks 
of rupees? And was this meſſage ſent by you to Hyder Beg Cawn, with the knowledge or at the de- 
fire of Mr. Briſtow, or without his knowledge? . | | ot 


3. Do you A that Mr. Briſtow did on his wind order Hyder Beg Khawn to deliver up 
his papers to his inſpection? And that they were delivered accordingly? | 


4. Did Mr, Briſtow, to your knowledge, make early declarations of his intentions to aſſume the im» 
mediate and entire charge of the Nabob's adminiſtration ? Or to your knowledge aſſert that he was 
to take all the affairs of the Soubah of Oude, all the offices, the houſehold eſtabliſhment, and all the 
troops in the ſervice of his Highneſs, under his own immediate management; and make the diſburſe- 
ments to each with his own hand ? _ OY” oF 9 "g - Fo 


5. Do you know whether certain ſhoccahs or mandates, reſpeQing the detachment at Futty Ghur, 
and the Tunka of the Toorkſuvvaurs, which were written, and the Vizier's privy ſeal applied to 
them, without the knowledge of his Highneſs, were ſo written, and the Vizier's ſeal fo applied, by the 

orders of Mr. Briſtow, or otherwiſe ? Do you remember whether Mr. Briſtow made uſe of any 
arguments or menaces, and what were __ to induce or intimidate Hyder Beg Khawn to comply 
with ſuch orders? Do you know that Mr. Briſtow did, upon this, or any other occaſion, declare, 
that he had it in command from the Governor General and Gentlemen of the Council to act as he 
ſhould deem proper, without informing the Nabob ? | — | £ 


b. Do you remember that Mr. Briſtow ordered Hyder Beg Cawn to write and deliver to him ac> 
counts of the expences of the Nawaub's houſehold, kitchen, and ſtables? And that Hyder 
Khawn heſitated to comply, urging that the Nabob would reſent it if he ſhould preſume to deliver 
thoſe papers without his conſent ? Do you know whether Mr. Briſtow declared in reply that he had 
orders to take charge of all papers; or that in conſequence of that declaration the papers above- 
mentioned were delivered to him by Hyder Beg Khawn? 7 bg are nes | 


7. Did Mr. Briſtow, to your knowledge, compel Hyder Beg Khawn to ſend the Nabob Vizier's 
Mutſuddies, or official ſervants, to his (Mr. Briftow's) houſe, for the purpoſe of writing muſter rolls 
of the Nabob's Mutayena, or militia forces? Do you know whether Mr. Cowper aſſembled them 
for that purpoſe, and for what ſpace of time, and in what manner they were obliged to attend, ang 
write there for the purpoſe of making out thoſe muſters ? ER Es, Rene WE my Lot 


8. Do you know whether Mr. Briſto ever ordered 4,000 horſe and 7,000 foot of thoſe Mu- 
tayena troops to be diſcharged ; or ever declared, that if the Aumils ſhould have occaſion for troops 
in lieu of thoſe diſmiſſed, he ſhould ſend ſepoys enliſted by himſelf to aſſiſt them? Do you know 

er the preceding acts were done with or without the knowledge of the Nabob Vizier? 


9 Do you know any thing of the appointment of a trooper named Mahomed Beg, as Sezawul 
* = abad ? or that he was appointed in conſequence of poſitive orders from Mr, Briſ- 


oy know whether Hyder Beg Khawn declared, at the ti me, that the appointment of M * 
Fairs Auth eg was contrary to the inclinations and remonſtrances of the Vizier? or do you, on any g ed 
% know whether it was ſo or not? 4 N 
Vox. III. f ; ; 8 


Ff ff 10. When 
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| ; Do you know whether the ſubſiſtence of the Tanken det Jagheerdars, troops, * 
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to. When Mr. Briſtow aſſumed the inſpection and controul of the Nabob's private expences h 


the appointment of a Treaſurer and Comptroller over his houſehold, were thoſe meaſures to your - 


knowledge urged to the Nabob, and carried into execution in oppoſition to his earneſt entreatics 
and vehement proteſtations, or not? And did any converſation paſs between you and Mr. Briſtow 
upon this ſubject, and what was it? | | JIG: 


11. Do you remember that Mr. Briſtow cenſured the encreaſe of expences for elephants, and de 
neceſſaries of the Vizier's houſehold ; and that he gave any directions or orders for the reduction of 
C 5 e 7 POoaOTy RE gk 
12. Do you know whether Mr. Briſtow, during the altercations reſpeRing the appointments of 
Treaſurer and Comptroller, ever expreſſed himſelf rudely or diſreſpectfully towards the Nabob Vizier 
either to his Highneſs perſonally, or in converſation with Hyder Beg Khawn ; or that he ever di 


or authorized Hyder Beg Khawn to repeat the particulars of his part of ſuch converſation to the 


Nabob as his? and what do you recolle& to have been the expreſſions uſed by Mr. Briſtow to the 
Nabob Vizier, or ordered to be repeated to him. | | ed 


13. Did Mr. Briſtow, to your knowledge, ever declare his reſolution to Hyder Beg Khawn, or to 
others, to make the appointments of "Treaſurer or Comptroller to the Nabob's houſehold, Whether 
his Highneſs conſented or not; and at the commencement of the enſuing year to take the whale 
of his revenues under his own management, to diſmiſs the Nabob's Aumils, and appoint others of 


his own choice; and to iſſue with his own hand to the Nabob what he might deem ecellary for his 
Highneſs's expences; or that he would not ſuffer the Nabob's authority to exiſt in a ſingle 


hal? 


14. Is it known to you, whether Mr. Briſtow, after taking the Company's aſſignments for de 


current year, did give orders that no monies ſhould be iſſued from the remainder of his Highneſs 


revenues to any perſons whatever; declaring, that when the appointments of Treaſurer and Comp- 
troller had taken place, he would call in the monies, and direct the diſburſements himſelf? ? 
| people, em | 
ployed in the offices of Government, was ſuſpended or ſtopped in conſequence of ſuch. orders fo 
given by Mr. Briſtow ? And whether ſuch ſuſpenſion was followed by any complaints or clamourson 

the part of thoſe who were affected by it? 5 1 Ro 3 OS Ho Ra 


15. Have you any knowledge of Mr. Briſtow's having declared to the Nabob Visier, that be 
might act as he thought proper with reſpect to his Miniſters; or of his having offered to give the 


Nabob an engagement in writing under his ſeal; that no ſupport or aſſiſtance ſhould be afforded to 


his Miniſters on the part of the Engliſh—or in any manner urge the Nabob to diſmiſs them. 


16. Do you know whether Mr. Briſtow ever declared his intentions, or threatened to ſuſpend ar 
ſtop the payment of the monies aſſigned to the Nabob's privy purſe, in caſe he ſhould refuſe to c- 
quieſce in his meaſures, in order to force his compliance? e net e eee e 


%. 


2 7 Have you any knowledge of the ſubſtance of a Coul Nameh, or engagement, propoſed by : 


Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Khawn,. on a preſumption that the Governor General was removed fm 


his office, and that a ſucceſſor was then on his way to India; the intent of the ſaid Coul Nameh be- 
ing to eftabliſh a coalition and union of views and intereſts between Mr. Briſtow and Hyder Beg 
Cawn, when ſuch change in the firſt office of this Government ſhould take place? Or that Mr. Bn © 


to, on receiving information of the complaints exhibited againſt him, did deliver a draft ofa C 


Nameh to Hyder Beg Khawn, differing in meaning and ſubſtance from the one which he had before 
ropoſed ? Or do you know aught of any other attempts made by Mr. Briſtow to perſuade Hyde! 

Beg Khawn to enter into ſecret engagements with him, for the purpoſe, of ſupporting and promoting } 

their joint intereſts and influence, both at that period and in future? 5 | 


18. Do you know any thing of an effort made by Mr. Briſtow, either in converſation with Hyder 
Beg Khawn, or by other means, to ſuppreſs his evidence or information reſpecting the chen 
of the ſhoccahs, i. e. That the privy ſeal was affixed to them without the knowledge of the Vizith 
by his orders: | "2 


19. Do you know whether Mr. Briſtow did at any time declare his determination to take tie 


_ adminiſtration of 3 in the eity of Lucknow into his own hands? What was the appointment 


received by Mr. Cowper from Mr. Briſtow in the office of Adawlut, and what the nature and ex- | 
tent of the authority which he for ſome time exerciſed under that appointment? | 3 1 


» * 1 


20. Was your intermediation ever employed by Mr. Briſtow between him and Hyder ne 
either in the way of conference or correſpondence, on any or all of the preceding ſub f bh 


wm 
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« what were the particulars, to the beſt of your recollection and belief, which paſſed between you 
= Hyder Beg Khawn, or you and Mr. Briſtow, relative thereto, either in converſation, or by note 
The Governor General's motion being agreed to, the interrogatories propoſed to be put to Lieut- 
Col. Martin were tranſmitted by the Secretary to that Gentleman, with the following letter ; and 
copy of ther was allo ſent to Mr. Briſtow, with the letter that is entered after it. 


7 . 5 | ; 

- directed by the Honourable the Governor General and Council to acknowledge the receipt of 
ur letter of the 24th laſt month, in which you deſire to be excuſed from giving in a narrative of 
ſuch circumſtances as have come to your knowledge in reſpect to the various matters of complaint 
which have paſſed between the Nabob Vizier and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Khawn, on one part, and 
Mr. Briſtow on the other; declaring at the ſame time, that if your teſtimony cannot be diſpenſed 
with, you are ready to anſwer all ſuch queſtions as may be put to you by the Honourable Board 
relative to thoſe matters, to the beſt of your recollection in all caſes, and to ſupport your evidence 
by writings in your poſſeſſion, where it may be done. In obedience to the orders of the Honourable 
the Governor General and Council, I tranſmit to you the encloſed interrogatories, to which they 
require your replies; and am to inform you of their intention to call for your atteſtation on oath to 
the truth of the anſwers. You are ordered to furniſh Mr. Briſtow with a copy of them, in confor- 
mity to the orders given you on the 13th of laſt month, but not to withhold them from the Board 
as ſoon as you have prepared them. © 9 | ; Felt, 


Council Chamber, 55 | 3 Lam, &. 
zd November, 1783. * 


Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Court of his Excellency the Vizier. 
1 am ordered to acknowledge the Board's receipt of your letter of the 29th of laſt month, and 
to acquaint you, that having thought proper to tranſmit certain interrogatories to Lieut. Col. Martin 
(of which I tranſmit you a copy encloſed) for his replies to them, they have alſo been pleaſed to 
direct Lieut, Col, Martin to furniſh you with a copy of the latter, conformably to the orders ſent him 
7 ,, r re 3 re A AS Be EW 88 

+ Council Chamber, oo - Your moſt obedient 

23d of November, 1783. | humble ſervant. 


4 » LS _ 


EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, the 25th November 1183. 


Read again Mr. Briſtow's letter of the 14th of October, recorded in Conſultation roth November, 
png with the words « I come now, and ending with the words “ management of Hyder 
._ Deg Cawn.“ | + ö 1 | a 


The Governor General wok before * Board os following i e to him by Lalah 
Khofaul Chund, the Gomaſtah of Gopaul Doſs. e e 


ü ö d 


Fifteen lacks and ſome thouſand rupees of the Company are due in the Lucknow houſe's ac- 

2 At this time there is a great deficiency of caſh in the houſe at Lueknow; and your 
ighneſs is well acquainted with the concerns of Bankers, that without money muſt be' diſgraced. 
5 hopeful that you will at preſent order as much as you can afford to ſupply, that my name's 

- ie may be maintained, and direct a letter to be written to Mr. John Briſtow, to provide money 
pad into the houſe, | 355 ð 5 „„ SG 


Gong That Mr. Briſtow be directed to tranſmit to the Board copies of the engagements with 
3 Doſs, for a loan from that houſe of fifteen or thirty lacks of rupees; and that he do parti- 
bon ), Plain to the Board, in the cleareſt manner, all the circumſtances attending this tranſaction 


* 


Read 


| : ſible, ſince to publiſh the intention would utterly defeat it, and perhaps ſtimulate the people to burn | 


{ 4 } 
| Read the following letters, with their ſeveral Encloſures, from Mr. Briftow., 


- Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, „„ EI con LOO 
I have the honour to incloſe you my correſpondence with. Sir, John Cumming, on thi uten g 
the refractory conduct of the Zemindars of Pauly: ERA Ci) 
| | | I have the honour to be, &c. . 0 Sa "Nee 
JOHN BRISTO W, 


1 , 1 AND » 


- 
” 


Lucknow, ES (Signed) OY 
5th October 1783. e Keſident at the Vizier's Couft, 


1 TAE, ; , 
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| COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW ; dated z 


About five months ſince Mr. M*Lean went to Pilebeat to purchaſe timbers, &c. for the re. 
pairs of the boats and budjerows at this ſtation, You were fo favourable to the undertaking 3 
to give him Purwannahs, and recommendatory letters to the ſeveral Aumils and Officers of Go. | 
vernment. Timbers and other ſtores, to the amount of 6,000. rupees, were purchaſed and embark. 
ed in ſome new boats which he had cauſed to be built in that neigh>ourhood. When the boats 
arrived at Paulee, the inhabitants ſeized them, and took a conſiderable part of what they con. 
. tained, converting it to their own uſe; this happened about the latter end of July, ſince which 
every means, except that of violence, has been attempted to procure the releaſe of the boats, but 
without effect. Purwannahs from Buſſunt Roy were torn to pieces with the greateſt contempt, 
and the bearers, after being unmercifully 85 were ſent back with the moſt provoking anſwer, 
I am convinced it is not in the power of Buſſunt Roy to enforce obedience to his orders; and 
that unleſs a military force be ſent from this ſtation, the beats, and the remainder of the 
ſtores, muſk inevitably be loſt: But this is no more than a ſingle inſtance, out of a vaſt number, 

which, if neceſſary, L could relate of the audacious acts committed by the people of Paulee, and 
the villages Ra it; it is impoſſible for any thing to be brought to camp, unleſs a ſevere and ? 
exemplary puniſhment deter the offenders from future acts of violence. If you agree with me 

in opinion thy e the neceſſity of ſending a military force to their chaſtiſement, I wiſh you 1 
would obtain from his Excellency an order for that purpoſe, I would then ſend a regiment with 
two ſix pounders, with orders to releaſe the boats, and to ſeize as many of the offenders # | 
they could lay hands on, who ſhould either be fent to Lucknow to receive their puniſhment, dt 
be delivered over to the Aumil, as might be moſt agreeable to the Vizier. Should an order be 
ſent me for the execution of this buſineſs, I requeſt it may be done with as much ſecrecy as pol 


£7 


= 


and deſtroy the boats, with all the ſtores yet remaining. 


The advantages to be derived from puniſhing the rebellious people of that diſtri would not be 
confined to our camp, which, indeed, are but a ſecondary conſideration, when compared with the 
| good effect it would have in reſtoring the loſt authority of the Aumil. Buſſunt Roy has re 
peatedly informed me, that for ſome years paſt, he has been able to make no collections among 
them; and that the people he has ſent on that duty have been driven away by force of ams. 

A ſevere example would operate not only on. thoſe who were the ſubjects of it, but on all the cout- 


. 


try within many coſs of them. © 
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lx. BRISTOW to Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING, in Reply. - 


I have received your letter of the 2d inſtant ; and have the pleaſure to incloſe you an order fro | 
his Highneſs the Vizier, authorizing you to detach à competent forte againſt the Zemindm u 
Pauly, apprehend the offenders, and inform the Vizier of your proceedings, for his farther orden. 


* * . 
8 ts. the. * a. Shame di 


- - 


TRANSLATION, from his Highneſs the NABOB VIZIER to Colonel Sir JOHN | 
oy e eee, CUMMING. — oagy 
It appears that timbers were on the road from Puly Beet, and the Zemindars of P * | 
Interrupted their paſſage. You will pleaſe to diſpatch a competent force to act againſt the * 
Zemindars. Apprehend the offenders, and report your proceedings to me, that hereafter jou } 
do with them as I direct. EEE, | 3 | __ 


* 


(signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 0. 
Reſident at the Viziers 75 
| | Hono 


t 20 ] 


tfonourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 1 85 1 e 
1 had the honour to addreſs you at length, in my letter of the zoth Auguſt, on the ſubject 
of the balance due from KThaujah Ain ul Deen, the Aumil of Rohilcund. I am ſorry to inform 
ou, that, as I foretold, all my endeayours] ſince, to realize any part of it, have been quite fruit. 
175 The incloſed, which I have received lately from the comminding officer at Barelly, will 
explain to you, Gentlemen, upon what protection Khaujah Ain ul Deen's expectation of eluding 
ent is founded: He is now on the way to Lucknow, and it is my intention to order him into 
cloſe confinement when he arrives, and until I am favoured with your commands concerning him. 
If Colonel Knudſon's communications may be credited, and certainly they are ſtrongly ſupported 
by the fact, this precaution is at leaſt abſolutely neceſſary, as it is impoſſible to indulge a. hope 
that Khauja Ain ul Deen will ever diſcharge the heavy arrears due from him, whilſt he is per- 
mitted to hold any intercourſe with the Miniſter, and in concert with him to continue freſh excuſes; 
equally frivolous with thoſe he has already made uſe of to juſtify his refuſal, gh 


1 I have the honour to be, &. 3 
| PJ) JONN BRISTOW, .. . -- 
e _ Refident at the Viziet's Court. 


| Lucknow, 


te zoth OQtober 1783. 


To JOHN BRISTOW, Eſquire, Reſident at the : Viziet's Court. 


W 


I have had the honour in due time to receive your letters, bearing date the 6th, Sth, and 17th 
inſtant. Flattered with the daily hopes of being able to tranſmit you ſome ſatisfactory accounts 
regarding the Honourable Company's demand of rupees 12,06, 473. 2: 6. on Khauje Ain ul Deen, 
has been the cauſe of my not replying to them before; but with concern I muſt here inform you, 
that every exertion in my power to ptocure payment thereof has hitherto proved ineffectual; Khajah 
Ain ul Deen denies, with an inflexible obſtinacy, that he rented the province of Rohilcund for the 
year 1190, at any ſtipulated ſum, therefore conceives himſelf reſponſible to Government only for 
the neat collections of that country during that period; that the balante due from him does only 
amount to about three lacks of rupees, which he affirms to have - tendered to Rajah Soorut Sing, 
in bonds from his Naibs. He continually urges me to ſend him to Lucknow, where he promiſes to 
pay either to you or the Vizier's Miniſter, Hyder Beg, Cawn, whatever further balance may appear 
due from him on the adjuſting the accounts of his collections for the Fuſſullee year 1190. I have 
agreed to ſend him thither, provided he would find ſecurity, either from the merchants or other per- 
ſons of property here, to ſatisfy the Honourable Company's claim on his arrival at that place; but 
as he refuſes doing this, and perſuaded that his motives for deins ſo impatient to be removed from 
hence proceeds ſolely from a deſign to elude payment of this demand; and in which opinion I 
have been confirmed from a declaration he made ſhortly after his confinement, which has ſince come 
to my knowledge, that he, by going to Lucknow, the intereſt he had with the Miniſter, with one 
lack of rupees, would immediately procure him a full acquittance of whatever demands were 
made en him on account his collections: Item, that the worſt which could happen to him there, 
would be a few months confinement in the priſon called Iſa Gunge. | . Convinced that the emergency 
of the public render it abſolutely neceſſary to realize every reſource, 1 have cauſed this Aumil to be 
put under cloſe reſtraint, and alſo ſecured. his family and effects in this town under a guard; and 
beg leave to aſſure you, that the moſt ſpirited exertion ſhall not be wanting on my ſide to ſecure 
from Khalah Ain ul Deen, if not the whole, as much of the Honourable Company's claim on him 


as can be recovered, 


F= 
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be letter you ſent me for Rajah. Soorut Sing, regarding the balance due from Khaljah Ain ul 
Deen's Naibs, I did immediately forward to him, with my earneſt requeſt, that he would take the 


r from | neceſſary ſteps for collecting their amount; but as the Rajah's faint interference therein leads me to 
an "0% that he is unwilling to charge himſelf with their collections, ſince they are likely to prove a 
en-. iminution to his own receipts, on account of the inability of the renters, from whom thoſe ba- 


lances are due, I am apprehenſive that little or nothing will be realized, unleſs the Rajah enters 
tily into this buſineſs, and uſes vigorous means to enforce the payment. | 


Barel] Rog (581 ** Ea CHRIST. KNUDSON 
231 Oftober 183 ELL (Signed) IRIS T. K* N. 
| | A true copy. | | | 
| _ (Signed) J. HILL, 
. Aſſiſtant to the Reſident. 
Vol. III. 7 


G £8 " _ 4 Gentlemen 


[ 362] 
I had the Honour to addreſs you on the gth July laft, relative to the mutiny of the Vigzer; 
troops ſtationed in the province of Rohilcund. On this occaſion, a complete battalion of the 


troops deſerted their poſts, and marched to Lucknow: as no adequate” puniftiment followed this 
daring act of ſedition, it cannot be matter of furprize, that they ſhould have proceeded fitice to the 
laſt cutrages, and which have terminated in the murder of their ſuperior Officer, and in the p nder 
of the diſtricts they were 5 to defend. It is alſo very natural, that the prevalence of 2 an 
example ſhould extend itſelf to the other forces of his Highneſs, and excite in them the ſame turhy. 
lence of ſpirit, and contempt of authority; indeed, combined with the cauſes of diffatisfation, f 
has already operated fo powerfully, that within theſe few days, the Prince has been in a manner be. 
ſieged in His capital, and by that part of his ſoldiery to whoſe guard, as more eſpecially relying upon 
their fidelity and attachment, the ſafety of his perſon had been immediately entruſted, The detail 0 
the one, and the other of theſe facts is briefly this: — The Rohilcund battalion herein abote- men. 
tioned (in whom, as I have already obſerved, a conduct meriting decimation had been attendel 
with no heavier puniſhment than the diſmiſſion of a few *of the ringleaders) was about a mond 
ſince put in orders to march to Sultanpore,  'Theſe orders were no ſooner notified to them, than 
they again became refractory, declaring, and for ſome time adhering to their declaration, not W 
obey them; when at laſt they were perſuaded to move, they ſet out in a diſorderly manner, and it 
was not till they had well nigh reached Hyder Gur, diſtant about ten coſs from Lucknow, that they 
were overtaken and joined by their Commandant, Meir Fuzzull Ally, This Officer they imme. 
diately ſeized, and binding him to a gun, cauſed him to expire under their blows, leaving his 
mangled body to be publickly borne into the preſence of the Nadob. After this flagitious murder 
they continued their route to Hyder Gur, where they were joined by another battalion, and both 
having fixed their quarters in the neighbourhood, ſubſiſt by the plunder of the ſurrounding county, 
and by contributions 'raiſed upon the inhabitants. The Adjutant of the | battalion laſt mentioned 
has alſo been put to death by the ſepoys; and I am certainly informed that the late Aumil of $ul. 
tanpore, Myr Saud ud Dien, who was on his way hither in order to the adjuſtment of his accoi 
has been made priſoner by the mutineers, and met with very harſh and-cruel treatment from them, 
This is the joint act of both corps, and they ſtill detain him. 
5 CC ˙² A Fb „ 38 Gadd 5 
Tube inſurreRion of the Turkfowars, which T come now to ſpeak of, filled me with the moſt c. 
rious alarm. On the 26th ultimo, they ſeized their magazine, and ſurrounded and took poſſeflion d 
all the avenues leadihg to the reſidence of the Miniſter, denouncing vengeance againſt him. Hyder 
Beg Cawn, although thus marked out as the principal object of their reſentment, had in realit 
7 little to apprehend, protected as he was by a body of forces, more numerous, and better appointed, 
than the aſſailant's troops, loyal perhaps only from intereſt, but not likely to abandon his Tat 
wohilſt the power of beſtowing largeſſes remains to him. It is indeed much to be lamented, that the 
funds which enable him to do this, are extorted from the hopeleſs induſtry of che oppreſſed and ne- 
ceſſitous Ryot— The Vizier has no ſuch funds. I haftened to make a tender of my ſervices to hi 
Highneſs, whoſe means of defence alſo, when compared to thoſe of his Miniſter, were very dipro- 
portionate a cireumſtance I was not a little apprehenſive might in the end expoſe him'perſonally 
to the attacks and infults of che ſeditious. Happily, at the end of three days, the promiſes and 
Toothitigs of the Miniſter prevailed ; and I feel infinite ſatisfaction in acquainting you, that the com. 
motion ended without bloodſhed ; Thould; however, theſe engagements hereafter be forgotten, I cat- 
not avoid anticipating the danger that may enſue to the capital, and even to the perſon of the Nabob 
from the undiſtinguihing fury of the foldiery, freſhly excited by diſappointment, unreſtrained ) 
any remains of diſcipline, and exaſperated by famine. To ſay the truth, Gentlemen, this bod 
guard of his Highnefs'is Fiterally ſtarving. The conſequence is inevitable. In proportion ® 
they are debarred of their lawful expectations, and the means of honeſt ſubſiftence is wanting "! 
them, they are tolerated in the breach of order and negle& of duty. One inſtance of irregulani 


9 0 


and diſobedience encourages to, and is ſucceeded by, others of the fame kind. The prachice becoms 
familiar, and, as we have ſeen, terminates at laſt in mutiny and ſedition. The terms fubſcribed to a 
this 'occafion by the Miniſter are, firſt, che E. of 48, o00 rupees immediately, in part of 
months arrears due to the Turkſowars; and, fecondly, affignments for the remainder, to the mom 
of ten lacks more, upon certain of the Aumils, whereof one for four laeks ſtands in che name 
Almaſs Ally Cawn. To every circumſtance of the negociation, in its progreſs and after its conc 
ſion, I continued an utter ftranger ; and it may be inferred, that it was Hyder Beg Cawn's pe! 
to leave me in ignorance, had I not, by a formal requiſition, compelled him to an explanatiol. 
In waving this neceſſary ceremony, or rather duty, he ſeems to have forgotten how large a pp 
tion of the Company s claims upon the Vizier for the current year is ſtill unprovided tor: ii ry 
inſtances, however, of groſs negle& and inattention on the part of the Miniſter, have,” dun 4 
laſt months, ſo often occurred, that they no longer excite my ſurprize, though, being alwaſs” 
contempt of the injunctions, and in direct oppoſition to the withes of the Honourable Govern” : 
neral, as expreſſed in his inſtructions to me, they are certainly not leſs reprehenſible becauſe min 
plied and repeated. 1 


In concluſion, permit me to ſolicit your attention to the ſtyle of the encloſed letter. Vou wil 1 


pleaſed to obſerve, Gentlemen, that it was addreſſed to me by the Nabob, when all comme i! 


T -,, 0. 
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between him and H der Be Cayn was cut off, | Compared with che repreſentations heretofore 
tranſmitted to the adam Board on my ſubje&, by his Highneſs, conjointly with his Minter 


it exhibits the ſtrongeſt contraſt ;* and hence, if ather evidence were wanting to prove the fact, leads 
m 


irreſiſtibly to a preſumption, that in the compoſition of theſe repreſentations he was ſchooled and 
commanded. Eſcaped for a moment from the 8 influence which had ſo often: compelled him 
to the moſt diſhonourable compliances, we hear him fpeaking the language of feeling and gratitude 
for the obligations conferred. upon him, Such language and ſuch ſentiments are worthy of his 
Highneſs ; and if at any time he deviates from them, my reſpe& for him difpofes me to believe 
it is beeauſe he dares not do otherwiſe. The time, I tru will come, when this unhappy Prince 
ſhall be finally reſtored to the liberty of ſpeech: I am confident he will employ it in the cauſe of 
truth and innocence, which I can with equal certainty affirm is not the cauſe of Hyder Beg Cawn. 


wm 


I dave the honour to be, Re. 
Sonnet rg 


JOHN BRIS T. ] | 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Lü e 
iſt November 1783. 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to his Highneſs the VIZIER, * 
dated 3oth Zekada 1191, or 28th October 1783. : 


After the uſe] f,, ̃ ... ne ns eh FFC 

I this day received a meſſage from Huſſen Reza Cawn, through Roy Suruge Bawa, that the 
tumult of the Turkſowars was ſettled ; a little afterwards I heard that they were upon the point of 
commencing an attack. Since there is no ſeparation and diſtinction between your Highneſs and 
the Honourable Company, and my attachment to you is of a long ſtanding, I hope thereibre, that if 
there is the leaſt danger, you will conſider that Tam ready to devote my life in your Highneſs's de- 
fence ; or if by my mediation the tumult could be ſettled, I am with my heart and ſoul ready to at- 


055 7 His Highneſs's Anſwer Of the ſame Date. hl 67 14055 
T have received your letter, that if the mutiny of the Turkſowars was not ſuppreſſed, you were 


| ready, &c. 


_* Your friendſhip and eſteem for me is more ſtrongly impreſſed upon. my beart than you can ex- 


preſs it in words; and I know that we only poſſeſs one ſoul in two bodies. —l will inſtantly adviſe 
you what is neceſſary to be done. By the bleſſing of God this tumult will be ſuppreſſed. 


A true tranſlation. 


(Signed) WM. COWPER, 5 


— ͥ2——̃—ñ— — — r—_—_—_—_s 


T 0 EDWARD HAY, Eſquire, Sub Secretary. 


I am favoured with your letter of the 21ſt ultimo, conveying the orders of the Honoyrable Go- 
Vernor General and Council, directing me to furniſh a particular account, ſpecifying the amount 
aually paid to the Begums at Fyzabad, ſince the reſumption. of their Jaghyres took effect in 
1781: the ſum actually due to them; and whether the payments to them have been made through me. 


As it will be ſome days before I ſhall be able to obtain the accounts required by the Board, 175 | 
will oblige me by repreſenting this circumſtance, that the delay may not be imputed to neglect or 
Mattention to their command. ö | — eee 


Lucknow, | | 


November 1783. 


* 


I have the honour to be, &c. 3 
JOHN BRISTOW, 
| Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Honourable 
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recommend to the Vizier to confirm the authority already granted to 
his diſcretion upon emergency. DE: | 
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me therefore, on peruſal of Buſſout Roy's and 


— . f 


| 
N 
+1] 


ich he haſtened to put the offenders upon their guard, by informing them of their danger 


24 $66 3: 


Honaurable Sir, and Gentlemen, hs pe ng T2 
Under date the 5th and 23d ultimo, I had the honour to tranſmit ou copies of my correſpond. 
ence with Colonel Sir John Cumming, concerning Mr. M*Lean's loſſes ; and the encloſed paper, © 
which I take the liberty to forward you, No, 1 and 2, explain the ſubſequent meaſures 31 
been followed; from which it will appear, that Colonel Cumming's efforts to apprehend any of the 
offenders have failed, and I muſt renew my ſolicitations to the Vizier for juſtice to Mr. Mean. 


My addrefs of the 24th ultimo will have noticed to you the difficulty under which Colonel 
Cumming labours in providing the ſupplies of his camp. I have now the honour to forward 
u, No. 3. copies of my correſpondence with Col. Cumming, and am much concerned at the diſtreſi 
uffered by the troops, to relieve which the moſt peremptory orders have been iſſued by his Hi * 
neſs to his Aumils, who, as will appear by Colonel Cumming's repreſentations, have not rendered 
him the leaſt aſſiſtance. I cannot on my part do more than obtain a NaN of thoſe orders, and 


onel Cumming, to a in 


I have the honour to be, &c. 1 
Kc igned) OHN BRISTOW, 


Lucknow, 
Keſident at the Vizier's Court, 


gth November 1783. 


COPY. of a Letter front Mr. BRISTOW. to Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING ; dated af 


October 1783. 


In conſequence of your letter of the 1 2th, I applied to his Highneſs the Vizier, to grant Mr, 
Mac Lean redreſs, by compelling Buſſout Roy to make reſtitution for the. loſs ſuſtained, and like- 


wiſe diſmiſs him from the office of Naib of the diſtrict of Sandy Pauly.—In reply the Miniſter 
tranſmitted me letters from Buſſout Roy and Jaoo Lloll, copies of which 1 cock 


e for your infor. 
mation. From a repreſentation preſented to me by Mr. Mac Lean, and your ſentiments upon the 


ſubject, the colluſion between the Aumils and Zemindars is in my opinion clearly proved; but be- 


fore I repeat my application to the Vizier, I have deſired Mr. Mac Lean to furniſh me with the evi- 
dences of ſuch perſons as have attended him to Lucknow, and were witneſſes to the Aumil's con- 
duct. The ill-treatment this Gentleman has received, and the bad conſequences attending it, if the 
offenders ſhould paſs with impunity, make me extremely anxious to aſcertain the circumſtances mi- 
nutely, and inſiſt upon that redreſs which I may juſtly claim for Mr. Mac Lean. You will oblige 
Hos Lto 's letters, to favour me with any obſerva- | 
tions which may occur to you on this ſubject. ee i e 


Hz 


Sir JOHN CUMMING in Reply; dated F utty Ghur, 23d October 1783. 


a 1 = favoured with your letter of the 21ſt inſtant, incloſing copy of Buſſout Roy's arzee to Hyder 
eg Cawn. | 


I do not obſerve any miſrepreſentation of facts, ſo far as Buſſout Roy has thought fit to ſtate 
them, but he has ſuppreſſed ſome parts of the truth. When the Vizier's order for puniſhing the 
rebellious people in the Paulie diſtrict arrived, I wrote to Buſſout Roy, deſiring he would come 
hither in perſon, or ſend a confidential Vackeel, to concert means for effectually chaſtiſing the of- 
fenders. He conſented to neither propoſal ; a copy of his letter, containing his excuſe, was tranl- 


| mitted to you with my letter, of the 12th inſtant. The circumſtance of his declining to ſend 3 


Vackeel, excited in me a ſuſpicion of his inſincerity, which was confirmed the next morning b Mr. 
Mac Lean, who communicated to me the contents of a letter he had juſt received from his ſer- 


vants at Paulee, It ſtated that the inhabitants, in conſequence of a meſſage brought by Buſſout 
ha 


Roy's hircarrahs, had releaſed the boats, and given back all the timber, &c. which they had taken 
away. I obſerve that Buſſout Roy acknowledges having ſent his hircarrahs, denouncing threats 
vengeance againſt the people of Paulee, if they did not give up poſſeſſion of Mr, Mac Lean's boats and 
that they, through fear of the conſequences, gave them up ee g This is the 


complain of: It was the notice he gave of the intended chaſtiſement that rendered it impoſf 


to be carried into execution; and if the people of Paulee were fo obedient to the orders of Huſſout 
Roy on this occaſion, how came it that, when I wrote him before, deſiring he would cauſe the ſame 
boats to be releaſed, that he had no influence over them. Mr. Mac Lean at that time informed me 
that Buſſout Roy gave purwannahs in conſequence of my letter, and that the Paulee men © 
whom they were addreſſed tore them to pieces. On this and every other occaſion Buſſout Roy 


pleaded his inability to enforce obedience to his orders; yet the moment he ſaw a proſpect of 2 
ye 


| 308 J; 


have never interfered in any degree with the Aumils, it is not in my power to bring direct proof 
of any of their tranſactions, but in the preſent inſtance there are fo many circumſtances combin- 
ing to prove that Buſſout "y could have releaſed the boats ſooner, if he had been ſo inclined, and 
that he did not wiſh the offenders ſhould be puniſhed, as to leave no room for doubt, even in 
the moſt ſcrupulous mind. However, to prove, beyond the power of contradiction, whether Buſſout 
Roy be ſerious in his wiſh to puniſh the rebellious people in that hr orgs will, if you 
approve, ſend over a regiment to his aſſiſtance, If he apprehends the offenders, and delivers them 
over to juſtice, it will be a mark of his own innocence ; on the contrary, if he be negligent, there 
will be no ug an excuſe left him. I hope there will be no occaſion for a repetition of the Vi- 
zier's order: That I already have will ſuffice, and if you approve, I will ſend a regiment immediately 
on that ſervice. a | | | 5 12 55 


— — — 


| Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW ; dated 24th October 1783, 


I wrote you yeſterday, in anſwer to your letter reſpecting Buſſout Roy, upon a ſuppoſition 
that you will not diſapprove of the experiment I propoſed for aſcertaining the ſincerity of his in- 
tention, with regard to chaſtiſing the people of Paulee; I ſhall order a regiment to croſs the river 
on the 26th inſtant, they ſhall remain on this fide till your ſentiments are known: If. you approve, 
the ſudden march of the regiment may poſſibly ſurprize the offenders before their well-wiſhers may 
\ have time to forewarn them of their danger, as Buſſout Roy can collect, according to his own ac- 
count, 200 horſe, it will be in his power to apprehend many of the fugitives. . His activity, on this 
occaſion, will be the beſt proof he can give of his innocence. | e We 


| I muft requeſt you will loſe no time in anſwering this letter, as expedition only can ſecure 
ucceſs, | 


CSS 2 4. 4 1 


Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW ; dated 28th Odober 1783. 


I wrote you the 24th inſtant, informing you of my intention to ſend a regiment croſs the river, 
in order to be in readineſs to aſſiſt Buſſout Roy in puniſhing the inhabitants of Paulee. The regi- 
ment croſſed the 26th, and is now waiting your approbation. I muſt beg leave to be favoured with 
your ſentiments by return of the Dawk, | bo the troops may be recalled, if not to be employed. 


2 —_— * — — — 


Mr. BRISTOW to Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING ; dated 28th October 1783. 


Lam favoured with your letters of the 23d and 24th inſtant : I entirely concur in your opinion 
of Zuſſout Roy's conduct, and likewiſe that the plan you propoſe is the moſt eligible that can be 
adopted on the preſent occaſion ; as you have already the Vizier's orders, nothing further is neceſſary 

than to proceed in the manner appearing to you moſt expedient. . | 


4 * 3 «it. * 8 


EXT RAC T of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING te Mr. BRISTOW ; dated 
Ns - 30th October 1783. ms, ns 


we been favoured with your letter of the 28th inſtant, in conſequence of which I have 

_ ed Captain Hilliard to proceed with his regiment immediately on the propoſed ſervice. A 

We of his inſtr uCtions, together with a copy of my letter to Buſſout Roy, accompany this. What- 

bo .derſons may be Wee I will ſend under an eſcort to Lucknow, in order that they may 
"ve puniſhments adequate to their offences. — — 


You 1, TR 7) To 


} 


5 L 1] 


To Captain JOHN HILLIARD, commanding a Detachment. 
Sir, | 


| You will be pleaſed to march, with the detachment under your command, to Paulee, and there 
to aſſiſt Rajah Buſſout Roy in apprehending certain —_— Zemindars, and others, whom the 
afore ſaid Rajah, or his Vakeel, will point out to you. Should reſiſtance be made, you vil 
make uſe of the force under your command to compel ſubmiſſion. You are not to march more 
than 3 or 4 coſs in purſuit of the fugitives, or on any other occaſion beyond Paulee, without 
further orders. | 0 | | en 

Futty Gur, | - (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, 

zoth October 1783. 6 Colonel. 


Mr. BRISTOW to Colonel Sir JOUN CUMMING, dated "it November 1783. 


I have been honoured with your letter of the 3oth, and muſt beg the favour of you not to ſend 
the priſoners to Lucknow, as I am of opinion that the matter can much better be tried at Furruck. 
abad, being nearer the ſpat, and where, in caſe of conviction, an example will be attended with 
better effect. The matter may either be ſubmitted to the examination of a Board of Officers, the 
Cauzy or official perſon at Furruckabad, or a deputation from the Vizier, | ä 


— —— —— — 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW dated 
| 8th November 1783. . 5 


The regiment ſent to the aſſiſtance of Buſſout Roy having marched to Paulee without being able 
to apprehend any one of the offenders, who I am told have elcaped into the Jungles, | 


True copies and extracts... | n 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Coutt, 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW, dat 
| 5 Futty Ghur, Zoth October 1783. 1 285 . 


When this ſervice is executed, if you have no objection, I will order one battalion of the lane 
regiment to return by way of Ranonge. Almaſs's Naib has not paid the leaſt attention to the of 

he received from his maſter, and obſtinately perſeveres in refuſing the Bungars of camp permiſſion i 
purchaſe grain in his diſtrict. The preſence of a military force may perhaps awe him into a com- 
place with our demands; and if he be given to underſtand that a regiment will be ſtationed neu 


* * 


im, unleſs he ſupply us regularly with grain, he will probably engage to do it. 


The Sezawul of Furruckabad has been equally inattentive to the orders of the Vizſer; | hare 
therefore been under the neceſſity of writing him a menacing letter, though I cannot ſay that 
expect it will be productive of any good effect. Nothing but very ſtrong meaſures will induce te 
Aumils to obey the Vizier's orders; and I much fear it will not be poſlible for the troops to ſublis 


unleſs the infliction of ſome exemplary puniſhment on the Officers of Government compel then i 
a performance of their duty, | ae | | 


- cop! 
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COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW, | dated 4th 
| November 1783. | 


1 | 


The difficulty of procuring grain encreafing every day, I am under the neceſſity of addreffing 
ou again on the ſubject, with a requeſt that you will preſent the encloſed to his Excellency the 
Vizier I have repeatedly informed you, that the Aumils pay no attention to the orders of Go- 
vernment; and that not one of thoſe to whom his Excellency's Perwannahs have been ſent, has 
furniſhed the camp with any kind of grain whatever. Hitherto I have, with great difficulty, ſup- 
ported the troops from the repoſitories of grain at Furruckabad, but that reſource is now at an 
end, The only poſſible means of ſubſiſtence is, that I have ſtated in my letter to his Excel- 
lency, that is, to ſeize on ſome. repoſitory of grain, within 20 or 30 coſs of this place, and to let 
the owners employ their own ſervants in retailing it out at a price fixed by the Vizier. The 
camp Banyans ſhould pay ready money for every maund they receive, nor ſhould the ſmalleſt 
quantity be diſpoſed of to any but the people of our camp, except ſo much as ſerved for the 
conſumption of the natives of the place where the repoſitory was found : unleſs my iuformations 
greatly deceive me, there are many villages in which there are 2 or 3 lacks of maunds of different 
kinds of grain, which the owners keep back from market with a view of enhancing the price, 
There cannot be the leaſt doubt of a combination ſubſiſting between the Aumils and the merchants, 
to keep up the exorbitant price of grain; and without the interference of the Government, the 
moſt dreadful conſequences are to be apprehended from it. 


GTP" IND" IO” 7 


4 If you approve the propoſal I have ſubmitted to the Vizier, let me requeſt that the order, au- 
i thorizing me to carry it into execution, may be expreſs and poſitive. It is true, I have ſeveral 
the letters from his Excellency and yourſelf, in which there is an implied authority to compel the Au- 


mils to furniſh our camp witb proviſions ; but as the means of compulſion are not pointed out, and 
as every act of violence would furniſh matter of complaint, and the circumſtances might be groſs- 
ly miſrepreſented, I am unwilling to take any ſtep, without having obtained the previous aflent of 
his Excellency, e 5 | 9 
Should this mode of procuring ſupplies be diſapproved, I muſt requeſt you will repreſent to 
his Excellency the abſolute impoſſibility of the troops being ſubſiſted longer by any en- 
deavours of mine, and that I am ready to purſue any other meaſure he may be pleaſed to direct; 
all I defire is, that no diſturbance may happen on account of want of proviſions, Let me re- 
queſt that no time may be loſt in anſwering this letter. | 


© " x 4 —_ _ i 


w— —_ * 7 ory : 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Colonel 775 3 CUMMING to his Highneſs the 


1 


After the uſual compliments. | | | 5 

Your Highneſs's Purwannahs have been repeatedly iſſued to the Aumils of every diſtrict, directing 
them to ſupply the Futty Ghur camp with grain; but none has arrived, and they have been of no 
effet. The diſtreſs for neceſſaries of life is now ſo great, that I cannot expreſs it. I underſtand 
that the Phouſdars, Merchants, and Zemindars, have lacks of maunds hoarded in their granaries, 
but do not expoſe it to ſale, with a view. of enhancing the price. If I could obtain your Highneſs's 
permiſſion, I would ſend troops, and ſeize a granary, and oblige the proprietors to appoint a cre- 
ditable agent to the charge of it. The camp Banyans, to make their purchaſes of him, pay the 
alfize your Highneſs may fix, and not a hubba ſhall be taken without payment being made. No 


hon 10 oppreſſion ſhall be committed. I ſee no other means than this of ſubſiſting the troops. Until now, 

com- grain has been procured from the inhabitants of Furruckabad with the utmoſt difficulty, and after 

* the moſt minute ſearch, and now there is none to be had there. Whatever your Highneſs may di- 
rect in this buſineſs ſhall be executed. | | es 

] hait © | 

= th 

| blk 


Mr. BRISTOW to Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING, dated 8th November 1783- 


? [ am favoured with your letter of the 4th inſtant, and immediately tranſmitted your addreſs to 
= iphneſs, This day the acting Miniſter waited upon me with the Vizier's commands, and re- 
Rated his Highneſs's profeſſions of es, ready to exert his authority in furniſhing ſupplies for the 


tr , 
oops under your command. On co idering the orders iſſued by the Aumils, and the little at- 
OLED tention 
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tention ſhewn to them, I am confirmed in the opinion I have already given, that the execution mut 
teſt with yourſelf. The Miniſter informed me, in the Vizier's name, that it was left in your diree. 
tion to exert force in ſupplying the troops when the emergency required it. The beſt means which 
occurred to him was to make uſe of the intelligence which you had obtained of places where prain 
is collected in any quantity, and as your neceſlaries might require, compel the proprietors to vive 


the Banyans of your camp a preference of purchaſe at the fair price: In the laſt reſort to up 
compulſion with the Aumils. On this head, caution in regard to Almaſs Ally Cawn (with whoſe ex- 
traordinary ſituation with reſpect to the Vizier's Government you are acquainted) is neceſſary. This 
will, I hope, ſuffice for a ſufficient explanation of the line of conduct the V izier wiſhes you to fol- 
low, until ſuch time as I can obtain his written inſtructions. | | MW 


True extracts, copies, and tranſlations, 


(Signed) J. NEAVE, 
_ Affiſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


I take the liberty of encloſing a letter I have had the honour to receive from the Honourable Go- 
vernor General. | | 


It is not more my duty, than it has always been my inclination, implicitly to obey, and as far asin 
me lies, chearfully to execute every lawful command coming to me from ſo high and reſpectable an 
authority as that of the firſt member of your Government; with extreme regret, therefore, I ſe 


myſelf in the preſent inſtance reduced to the diſtreſsful neceſſity either of departing from the line 


of unqualified ſubmiſſion to .the will of the Honourable the Governor General, or of tranſgreſing 
the orders and intentions of the Board, expreſsly and unequivocally notified to me in their lettet 
of the 3d of March, 1 Fs 3. I cannot, I moſt humbly with all [deference conceive, « ceaſe to at 
« under my preſent inſtructions,” ſo long as the ordinance contained in that letter, enjoining me to 
make them my conſtant guide, ſhall continue in full force. I dare not even ſuppoſe that thoſe * 
inſtruction, though I received them through the Honourable the Governor General, can be 
annihilated and done away by any anthority, fave that of the Board. If, therefore, I continue to 
regulate my conduct by them as heretofore, until I can be favoured with your determination, I truſ 
my reſolution will not be attributed to any contempt of the Honourable the Governor General's 
orders, to whoſe place and perſon I look up with the trueſt reverence and reſpect, but to a con- 
viction, that in acting otherwiſe I ſhould act wrong. In the mean time, and in obedience to the 
Honourable the Governor General's further injunctions to me, that I ſhould “ not preſume in future, | 
« in any inſtance whatſoever, to vouch my inſtructions as an authority from him,” when I may 
hereafter have occaſion to notice them in my communications with his Highneſs the Nabob, his 
Miniſters, or otherwiſe, I ſhall be careful to ſpeak of them as an authority derived from the Boatd 
at large, inſtead of introducing the name of the Honourable the Governor General only, as, con- 
formable to all former uſage, hath hitherto been my practice. | p £ 


For the reſt, Gentlemen, as to the beſt of my underſtanding I have judged of, ſo with the moſ 
indefatigable zeal I have endeavoured to execute your intentions. Diffident of my own abilities! 
hoped I had precluded the poſſibility of any miſchief reſulting from a falſe interpretation of that 
intentions, by a timely and previous communication of all my plans to the Honourable the Governor 
General, thus leaving them, as he had recommended, till open to his correction. If to theſe nume- 
rous and long unnoticed references J have received at laſt, for all anſwer, the harſheſt condemnatn 
of my conduct: if, ſtill wiſhing and ſtriving to do right, I am now told that I have always and u- 
fully done wrong, I can read this unexpected and afflicting ſentence with leſs emotion, as I am u- 
conſcious of having deſerved it—T preſume to hope, from the candour and juſtice of the Honour 
able Governor General, that particular examples of the offences which have unhappily ſubjected me 
to his diſpleaſure will be hereafter pointed out to me: I ſhall then, I truſt, find it no difficult talk 
to prove the innocence which now ſupports me, and to convince the Board, that in all my manage 
ment at Owde, I have never once intentionally neglected or ſwerved from my duty. | 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


Lucknow, (signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
the 10th November, 1783, Reſident at the Vizier's Court 


cor! 
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COPY of a Letter from the Honourable GOVERNOR GENERAL to Mr. BRISTOW 
5 dated Fort William, 28th October, 1783. e e 


q have thought fit to ground your acts at Lucknow on the inſtructions which I gave you 
for your conduct, although you have perverted the ſenſe of ' thoſe inſtructions in every application 
of them, and have totally neglected to obey their obvious and intended meaning; I do therefore 
ſormally require, that you do, immediately on the receipt of this letter, ceaſe to act or to pretend to 
"under thoſe inſtructions, or to preſume in future, in any inſtance whatſoever, to vouch them as 
an authority from me, as I do hereby declare they are no longer my inſtructions. 


7 8 0 „ | EE 
A true copy. „pn (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
(Signed) Wh. COWPER, Aſſiſt. 5 


0 | 


EXTRACT of a Letter from the Honourable GOVERNOR GENERAL, &c. Members of the 
| Supreme Council; dated 3d March, 1783. 


To Mr. BRISTOW, Reſident at Oude. 


We approve very much of the conduct which you have obſerved reſpecting the rebellious Zemindars, 
and the means which you inform us you had recommended to the V izier for quieting the diſorders, 
and reſtoring the peace of his country; on this occaſion we have only. to recommend the ſtricteſt 
attention to the inſtructions which you have received from the Governor General, and to deſire 
that you will make them your conſtant guide. | | | 5 


A true extract. 


(Signed) Wu. COWPER, Aft. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


I had the honour of addreſſing you the 3oth of Auguſt, the 4th and 14th of October laſt, rela- 
tive to Almaſs Ally Cawyn, acquainting you with my apprehenſions that it was the intention of the 
| Miniſter to leave that Aumil ſtill in, poſſeflion of all the diſtricts then under his management. A 
meaſure than which none could be more unwiſe and dangerous, or more repugnant to the ideas and 
wiſhes of the Honourable Board, as experience in the one caſe, and my inſtructions in the other, 
clearly demonſtrated. In waiting the reſult of this reference, the Honourable Company's demands 
upon his Excellency the Vizier for the current year came under conſideration, and I applied to his 
nume- | Highneſs, requeſting that the countries farmed by Almaſs, and ſtated by the Minifter at a rent 


nnation rol of forty-eight lacks ninety-four thouſand three hundred and ſeven rupees might, in liquidation 
nd 2 of it, and among others, be granted me in aſſignment. 1 
[onour- ; My reaſons for this application, together with the Nabob's, or rather Hyder Beg Cawn's ob- 


J<Ction to it, I had the honour to ſubmit” for your deciſion in my addreſs of the 14th ultimo, and 
-ult taſk am the more anxious to be favoured with your commands, ſince without them (as I have already 
nanage informed the Honourable Board) I cannot now promiſe myſelf that my applications to the Miniſter 
| on the ſubject of the aſſignments, or indeed on any other ſubject, will ought avail. It cannot be 

| matter of ſurprize that in his preſent ſituation Almaſs ſhould adopt any conduct, or be prompt to 
male any conceſſions, at the bidding of Hyder Beg Cawn. As I underſtand this influence had been 
| exerted by the Miniſter to prevail upon him to make an advance of a large ſum to the Nabob, I 
| je time ago warned Almaſs, whilſt the queſtions of his collections remained undecided, againſt 
s Cour. the appropriation of any part of them without my privity and conſent. He aſſured me of his 
acquie cence, If however my information be good (and I believe it ſo) ſome lacks have already been 
pad by him to his Highneſs; and I am the more confirmed in this belief, from the unuſual back- 
peck Almaſs has ſhewn in the diſcharge of his firſt kiſts, and the unſatisfactory reaſons he has 
oor! 2h 7 the delay. I have the honour to * my correſpondence with him reſpecting 
| ' a 111 It. 


- 


( 3101] 


it. This, Gentlemen, is yet an additional motive with me to ſolicit your preſent decifc. 
otherwiſe more of this reſource may be diflipated, which if the whole was granted in; or 
ment to the Honourable Company, and completely collected, would ftill, as the accompanyins 
ſtatements will explain, leave a very heavy balance of this year's claim unprovided for by 05 
Vizier, Fu NOS | | 88 


I have the honour to be, &c. | 


Lucknow, (signed) JOHN BRISTOw, 
11th November, 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to ILMAS ALLY KHAN, dated 21 
1 Zeccaud 1197. 5 


I have received the lack of rupees you ſent. I am now to obſerve to you that the kiſt of Khavr 
is elapſed, and that of Kautick arrived. Agreeably to the ſtatement as delivered me by the Mini- 
ſter Hyder Beg Khan, the demand upon you, account your diſtricts, for the current year, 'amoung 
to 48,98,000. Three lacks is already due for the kiſt of Khaor, the demand for Cautick is four more, 
I am in the greateſt want of money, and I muſt therefore beg you will write to your agents, dired- 
ing them to furniſh the ſix lacks for theſe two kiſts. | 


ILMAUS ALLY KHAN, in Reply, dated . . . 


I have been honoured with, and received infinite pleaſure from your letter, requiring payment of 
the klſts of Koaur and Cautick. You, Sir, are well acquainted with my obedience, fidelity, attach- 
ment and zeal, from the firſt hour of my appointment as Aumil, to the preſent time : During a 
courſe of years, and in the payment of lacks of rupees, I have never failed in a ſingle inſtance 
diſcharging, whilſt it was in my power ſo to diſcharge them, my monthly payments in advance, 
You are well informed of the ſtate of the country this year, ariſing from the failure of the periodi- 
cal rains; notwithſianding my diligence and coercions, 3 unable to collect enough even to ſatisfy | 
the ſoldiery, many of whom, both horſes and foot, are dying of hunger in this ſeaſon of famine. 
Having before repreſented theſe matters in perſon to you, I arrived here, that I might, as J had done 
in other places, attend the conſtruction of wells, ſuperintend the cultivation of the diſtrict, and con- 
tribute, by my preſence, to the care and encouragement of the Ryots. Now that I have received 
your letter to the purport herein above-mentioned, it has greatly encreaſed my diſtreſs and per- 
plexity. This year, the collections being ſo difficult, it will be impoſſible, without your coun- 
tenance and favour, to fulfil my engagements, or preſerve my honour ; —poſſeſſing thoſe as fol- 
merly, nothing ſhall be wanting on my part, I will fulfil my duty to the utmoſt, If you cannot rely 
upon me, I beg you will appoint an Aumeen to take an account of the receipts, and to tranſmit to 
Lucknow ſuch balance as, after deducting the pay of the troops, may remain.. | 


A true tranſlation. 


(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, _ 
| ; Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


ESTIMATE | 


12 


* ' 
x 


ESTIMATE of the Honourable Company's Claims on his Excellency the NABOB VIZiER, 
85 for the F. Year 1191. „ i 


Dr. | Cr. 


__ 3 


5 | | 
By probable Receipts — 70,00, oo = — 
By probable Balance the laſt 


| Day of the Fuſſullee year 
: Sir. — — 5$51,84,420 11 8 
To Claims, as per Eſtimate | | ; 15 * 
tranſmitted to the Board — 1, 21, 84,420 118 Fyzd. 16 Sun Sa. R. 1, 21, 84, 420 11 8 
(Errors Excepted) 


(Signed ) JOHN BRIS TO, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


ESTIMATE 
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E 
A. The whole aſignment is 73,00,000, but the Aumils plead, from the impoveriſhed ſtate of 


the country, their total want of authority, and the drought, and inability to pay the amount. The 
account of a very few of them for laſt year even are liquidated, and the buſineſs is in ſo confuſed a 
Rate, that I cannot furniſh the Honourable Board with any particulars, though J have for months 
paſt urgently ſolicited the Miniſter to come to ſuch a ſettlement with the Aumils as ſhall poſitively 
aſcertain a certain ſum. What I have ſpecified (50 lacks) is the eſtimate I form according to the 
preſent ſtate of affairs, SR | 


B. Monies anticipated by Almaſs Ally Cawn's payments to the Nabob, his claims of deductions 


on account the drought, and other incidents, will, I am perſuaded, reduce the net revenues to be 
realized by the Company from 48,9307, to 30 lacks. 8 | | 


vor. Il. JJ SE EMATE 
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ESTIMA T E of the Expences of the Brigade in the Field, -and the Detachment under Clown 
Sir JOHN CUMMING, from the iſt September 1783 to 1ſt September 1784, with the Arrears. 
due the 1ſt September 1783. 125 N 


1 


Brigade in the Field, viz. 


European Regt. per Mo. : 56,000 —| 6, 72, ooo 
Arrears — 2 $56,000 


8 } [ 7528, ooo — — 
- Artillery, Do. 20,000 


HP 
E 
2 
2 
8 
| | 
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Arrears — 22,00 — 
— | —| 2,02,000 — — 
Sepoy Corps. 
6 Regiments, at 20,000 1,20,000 — 14,40,000 — —| LE 
Arrears — — 323,000 — — 


| | ——| 17,603,000 — — 
Staff to the Brigade and Sepoy Corps, and | 8 — 
Sepoy Corps, per Mo. 18,000 — 2,16,000 — — 

Arrears — — 18,000 = — 


25345000 Fe nn 


20,87, oo0 — — 


DetuRt caſh in hang — — — 11,15, 000 —| - 
| | | „ 28, 72, 00 - 
| Detachment: under Colonel Sir John | | N | 
| Cumming. | 
| 1 
1 Artillery per Mo. — — 1,70, 00 — — 
| Arrears — — 32,000 — ff 
| Sepoy Corps, 5 Regiments — 13, 30, 00 — — | 27 
| Arrears — — 1 3,01,000 — —| — 9 
i | — |16,31,000 — — 
0 Staff to the Brigade and Sepoy Corps, per | 
| Mo. _ — — 155,000 — — J 


Arrears — * 58,000 wks "ann Me 
enum _ 2513, 00 — 5 b 
— 20, 46, ooo = — 


— 1 


> Current Ru es — „18,000 —— 
Deduct Batta, 11 per cent. — ũ — ply „ 7 5 I 


Sonaut Rupees — 44. 30630 10 1 


Errrors excepted. 


(Signed) J. WOMBWELL, - 
| P. M. Gl. 
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ESTIMATE of the Expences of the Reſident's Office for the Year Fuſlullee 1191. 


Mr. Thomas 


11th November, 1783. 


12 Mo. at 1,250 per Mo. 


(Signed) 


Mr. Wombwell 12 — 2,600 — — — 31, 200 — — 
Mr. Cowper 12 — 400 — 4,800 — — | 
Arrears — — — 2,400 — — | 
I,200 — NINEY 
Mr. Swainſtone . 400 — — — 4,800 3 
Mr. Gregory I2 — 400 —| 4,800 — — | 
Arrears — — „„ | 
| 5,600 — 
Mr. Hill 12 — 300 — 3,600 — — 
„ ͤ N — — 4 
— 4,200 — — 
Mr. J. Middleton 12 300 — 3,600 — — | 
55 Arrears — 4 3 600 — 2 
yl — 4.,200 R 
Mr. S. Middleton mu — 9d — 
Arrears — — — 1,200 — —| 
= 4,800 — — 
Mr. Neave 12 — 300 — — — | 3,600 3 —] 
Mr, Holt 12 — 300 — — — 3600 — — 
| | Cal. Sicca Rupees — 84,200 — — 
. Add Batta 5 per Cent, — — — 4210 —— 
F yz. 16 Sun Sicca Rupees — 
Errors excepted. 
Lucknow, 


as. as K — | itt 


$8,410 — — 


JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Honourable 


388. 3 


. . Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, „ 3 : OS 

Colonel Morgan having applied to me for aſſiſtance in furniſhing ſupplies for the ad brigade, cn 
its march into the Honourable Company's provinces, I am concerned at informing you of the dif. 
treſs the troops are likely to ſuffer : as the meaſures which have been in conſequence followed are 
explained in the accompanying paper, which I have the honour to encloſe, I beg leave to refer 
| to it for the particulars; and to aſſure you I ſhall neglect no means in my power of obtain 
ſupplies, with the leaſt detriment to the country, though am very apprehenſive it will be impoſ. 
ſible, except by compulſion upon the proprietors of the grain at the different gunges in the route o 
the army. | _ n= | LES 


Lucknow, Is I have the honour to be, &c. | 3 
14 November 1783. | r JOHN BRISTOW, 
| | Pe Reſident at the Vizier's Court 


b - — 
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COPY of a Letter from Colonel JAMES MORGAN to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW; dur 
1 | 8th November 1783. e 


From a conference I have had with Tſhmael Beg concerning the ſupplying the troops under ny 
command with grain, on their march through the diſtricts about Allahabad, together with the great 
difficulty there is at prefent in ſubſiſting the troops, I find there is an abſolute neceſſity to make this 
public application to you for your aſſiſtance, that I may not ſuffer diſtreſs, or be impeded on ny 
march through thoſe diſtricts. Captain Dennis's battalion, that is now at Allahabad, may, if you 
think proper, be employed in ſuch manner as you may think moſt adviſeable, and I will give hin 
orders to that purport. 'As the two brigades will meet at that place, I could wiſh that no time muy 
be loſt in procuring a ſufficient ſupply : an eſtimate of the Ai that will be neceſſary on my pat 
ſhall be ſent you as ſoon as poſſible. I have wrote twice to the Commander in Chief on the fa 
of the ſcarcity, before I came to repreſent it to you. | 


—_— 


Mr. BRISTOW to Colonel JAMES MORGAN, dated 8th November 1783. 


I am favoured with your letter of this date, and think you ought, by all means, to iſſue orden 
to Captain Dennis to poſtpone his march, that he may be employed on the ſervice of the ſupplies. 
Unleſs timely precautions are taken, the troops will in all likelihood ſuffer great diftreſs : poſliby 
a ſufficient quantity for both brigades cannot be had, except by the moſt violent exertions of power, 

and very great interruption to the revenue, and the peace of the country.—I ſhall to-morrow addrel 
the Vizier on the ſubject, and communicate his commands to you. | 


Mr. BRISTOW to Captain DENNIS, dated gth November 1783. 


I encloſe the copy of a letter from Colonel Morgan to myſelf, and am to requeſt you will furniſ 
me with ſuch information as may have come to your knowledge concerning the preſent ſtate of the 
province of Allahabad, in regard to the ſcarcity, and the beſt means which occur, in your opiu% 


for the ſupply of grain, and the quantity you think could be collected by the 25th of next month, b 
period at which it is poſſible the two brigades may meet at Allahabad. | 


* 


* : ” _ — 


Captain DENNIS to Mr. BRISTOW, dated roth November 1783. 


1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the gth inſtant, encloſing 
copy of one from Colonel Morgan, and beg leave to acquaint you, that the ſcarcity of pro 1 
throughout the province of Allahabad became very general. Prior to my quitting that ge” 


aww? om om. tes KB - cc , Acc RV HH. ca «a + 
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country diſtreſs was clearly pitured in the countenance of almoſt every individual; and the podtet | 
fort of people were ſeen daily in the plains ſweeping together thg.#ooſe earth, from which they ex- 
added the ſeed of graſs and other wild plants for their ſubſiſtence. 


From the very high rate corn is now ſelling at in the city of Allahabad, the ſcarcity of that ar- 
ticle muſt be urgent, and that a ſufficient ſupply for two brigades cannot be procured from that 
province. | 


| have received information of their being quantities of grain in the diſtrits Byragur and Lut- 
chiefgur, contiguous to the Allahabad province; and it is my opinion that an adequate ſupply 
for the troops may be provided by the period you have fixed, by marching a force into the above 
Jiſtricts, and compelling the Banyars to carry their grain to Allahabad to be diſpoſed of. 


„ | , noe 


- ” 
＋— 


= 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from TSMAEL BEG, Subadar of Allahabad, to Mr. BRIS. 
| . TOW : Received 11th November 1783. 


You have been pleaſed to acquaint me, that the brigade would be relieved at Allahabad, and a 


large quantity of grain and other neceſſaries would be required for their ſubſiſtence. I ſhall, in the 


following repreſentation, in obedience to Colonel Morgan and your commands, ſtate every particu- 
lar; for as I have ſerved the Honourable Company night and ay for twenty years, by the grace of 
God, the Engliſh Gentlemen have experienced my zeal, and be | 

me. It is impoſſible I ſhould ever ſwerve from my attachment. 


The province of Allahabad is in the high road, and a place of general reſort. The troops 
have every year paſſed, and been amply. ſupplied. The camp Banyars on crofling the river were 
accuſtomed to go into the interior parts of the country, and bring grain and other articles without 
difficulty. A few merchants, inhabitants of the province, willingly brought the grain for fale to 
the fown of Allahabad, and for ſuch extraordinary quantities required for troops paſſing through 
the country as could not be ſupplied by them, the Aumils diſpatched agents to various quarters, and 
there was never any complaints. In times of plenty there was ho occaſion for force in ſupplying 
the army, the attention and aſſiduity of the Aumils were alone ſufficient ; but grain is row at ten 
ald twelve ſeer a rupee at Allahabad, and oftentimes the ſhops are ſhut up for want of it. The 
people are deſerting the country, and ready to itarve ;, and though it is the ſeaſon for cultivating the 
rubby harveſt, owing to the drought, and there not being even ſeed to be had, it is elapſing. Having 
advanced Tuckavy, and encouraged the Ryots to conſtruct wells, in the place of one hundred 
they are perhaps able to water only fifteen or twenty Bigahs, but even for that ſmall ſpace they 
cannot find ſeed, and in every place their groans and lamentations reach the heavens. If a 
ſhould be diſpatched from-the brigade in ſearch of grain into the interior parts of the country, 
few remaining Ryots will deſert to Bundlecund, where it is cheaper, and in that cafe I cannot anſwer 
for the conſequences, ng 7n 1 . * 


| beg leave to ſtate what W in my humble opinion, upon this ſubject. Firſt, Colonel 
lorgan may order Captain Dennis to remain in the province of Allahabad; where he has been ſta- 
tioned for a year paſt, and has local knowledge. The troops under his command have never been 
known to commit any act of violence againſt the inhabitants; and it is to his ability and friendſhip 
[ may attribute the proſperity of my country. It is therefore better for that Gentleman and*me to 
{ct off for Allahabad, and by mild means collect as much grain as we can from the Aumils on the 
borders of Bundlecund, with whom Captain Dennis and I have held; and do fill hold, an intercourſe. 
decond, In the Purgunnahs of Mongerah, Gopy Gunge, and Muchleſhhehur, in the Benares diſtrict, 
there are many wealthy Beoparies, Zemindars, arid merchants; who buy the grain in the firſt inſtance, 
and fell it when the aſſize may ſuit them. From theſe: places it is probable the proprietors them- 


of * 


ould allo iſſue orders to the Aumils to grant their aſſiſtance. 


ſelves may be induced to bring it, or Beoparies may be ſent there to make purchaſes. Mr. Fowke | 


*, 


Third, The Purgunnah of Kyragur formerly comprehended a part of the province of Allahabad, 
and was rented for a certain time by B 

and within his Highneſs's dominion. During the troubles with Chyte Sing many Zemindars, Ta- 
lookdars, merchants, and Beoparies, and wealthy inhabitants, from every quarter; as well from the 


ompany's territories as from Allahabad, took refuge there. From that time to this, Lolloodut 


ding has detained them, and does not permit the merchants and Ryats to return to their native dwel- 
inge and from compulſion they enter into commercial engagements. Though theſe people poſſeſs 
ge quantities of grain, Loll Oodut Sing prevents their expoſing it. .' The borders of that Pur- 
—. are only ſeven coſs from Allahabad, and Loll Oodut Sing has lately erected a ſtrong fort at 

anda, an ancient Talook on a hill, and has caſt guns, and does ſin continue to do ſo for its defence. 


7 place no reliance on his willingly furniſhing grain, therefore the beſt advice I can give in re- 


& OL, III, | ” ſpect 


owed honour and conſideration on 


ulwant Sing and Chyte Sing, and is now under Lolloodut Sing; 


— 


318. ] 


to him is, that Captain Dennis ſhould encamp in the Khyragur diſtrict, near the banks de 
8 and he Nuddy Eunees. Let Captain Dennis be furniſhed with orders from the ks. of tha 
Loll Oodut Sing, to afliſt in the ſupplies ; and if he yields obedience it is well, if not, let th Ee. 
tain be then inſtructed to ſeize grain wherever he diſcovers any hoards, and diſpatch it to camp, Ii 
will exert my endeavours in this buſineſs with Captain Dennis, as far as lays in my power. 
Fourth, As ſufficient carriage is not to be had for the tranſportation of the neceſſary quantit 
of grain in the province of Allahabad, it would be adviſeable for his Highneſs to ſend two wohl | 
bullocks there before the brigade arrives, in order that it may be tranſported and kept rea dy if tha 
place. Colonel e G may likewiſe diſpatch for the ſame purpoſe as many of the bullocks' of hi 
Bazar as can be ſpared. © EA 08, 15 e een 
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COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to FRANCIS: FOWKE, Eſquire, / Reſident 2 
ge hBegnares; dated 13th November 1783. Wt: + 


Having been called upon by Colonel Morgan for affiſtance in furniſhing ſupplies for the brioade 
its arch into the , provinces, I find 8 hae the neceſſity of addreſſing you on the obs 
The ſcarcity in the Vizier's dominions will render it a very difficult matter to furniſh the grain, 
required for the ſubſiſtence of the two brigades, when they meet at Allahabad; and as Mongura, and - 
_ Gopy Gunge, and Muchleſhehur, have been pointed out to me as places where it is to be had, and 
as conveniently ſituated for the route which: the army will take, I think it proper to give you timely | 
notice of the diſtreſs the troops may ſuffer, unleſs you can aflift in furniſhing ſupplies. - 
Captain Dennis and Iſmael Beg, the Subadar of Allahabad, were directed to collect all the grin 
that can be had in that province and the neighbouring countries, and I muſt refer you for the pu- 
ticulars of the quantity, and places at which jt is required, to Captain Dennis, who has inſtrudiom 
for his conduct, both from the Vizier and Colonel Morgan. | Etro ee 


1 ſhall inform Colonel Ironſide of the ſcarcity, and defire he will, before he ** the Vizier 
dominions, apply to you for afliſtance, and give the neceſſary inſtructions to Captain Dennis. 


— ** —_ 


Ba * — — — 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW to Colonel MORGAN, dated 13th Noten 


' Iſmael Beg is doubtful if grain can be procured in thoſe quantities which are neceſſary, unleſs a 

advance of money be made by the proprietors, to. be repaid upon the fale of it to the troops: | 
Upon this head I could give him no anſwer, and muſt wait until I receive your ſentiments, before | 

I can aſſent, not being a judge of the cuſtom in theſe caſes, or the propriety of his requiſition. - 
| Agreeably to my letter to Captain Dennis, of which I have the pleaſure to incloſe you a copy, | 1 
' muſt requeſt yo will iſſue the arty orders, concerning the diſpoſition of the ſupplies; and other 

matters which may occur to you; the acting Miniſter was of opinion, that by giving encou· 
ragement to Sewejee Sing , he would have been able to have furniſhed the ſupplies completely to the ? 
/ frontiers of the Vizier's dominions; but if I did not miſunderſtand the actual Rate of the caſe, uu 
have followed meaſures to provide the army with grain, as far as Allahabad, after which you mut 
depend on aſſiſtance from the Vizier's Aumils and the diſtricts of Benares ; at all events Sewanſee 
Sing is furniſhed with Perwannahs, which may be made uſe. of in any way you deem expedient for the 
good of the ſervice ; and I ſhall likewiſe be very happy to afford my aſſiſtance in any other ſtep 
you may think it neceſſary to take. Captain Dennis is furniſhed with the Vizier's Purwannahs tothe 
Aumils in the neighbourhood of Allahabad, directing their zealous ſupport in the buſineſs upon wich 
he is employed. 441 PLES. Ot 1 99 


The Reſident has alſo written to Colonel Ironſide, and incloſed 93 of every paper which coull | 
give him any information reſpeQing the ſcarcity of grain in the Vizier's dominions. © 


True copies, extract, and tranſlation. / 


N | (signed) J. NEA VE, 
5 ON ton At fliſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Cour 


— 


* The Vizier's Cutwal at Cawnpore. 


[ 319 ] 
' The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter, from his Highneſs the Nabob 
. . e de fps F nn era en e wege . 
From the NABOB VIZIER : Received 6th November 1783. 


Uſual introguction. aj e . | art eee 106 ers | 
The authority and influence of the Jagheerdars in the Jageer diſtricts, were formerly the cauſes of 
ſome diſorders in thoſe of Government; and the Aumils of the latter were wont to make complaints. 
Tt had become an _— with me allo to reduce the Jageers ko their original value; moreover, during 
the diſturbances at Benares, I had entertained ſuſpicions of the fidelity of ſome of the Jagheerdars, 
and for the preceding reaſons, when at Chunargur, I propoſed the ſequeſtration of my grandmother's 
and mother's Jagheers, and of thoſe of the Nabob Saulaur Jung, and others of my relations and 
connections; and on my return to the Soubah of Oude I carried the meaſure into execution. In the 
courſe of the two years that their Jagheers have been ſequeſtered (for the preſent is the third 
year of their ſequeſtration) the motives to that meaſure, have been anſwered, and my doubts fully 
fatisfied ; there are none now who will preſume to diſobey my will; and the diſtreſſes which they 
individually ſuffer are beyond deſcription, and on this account it is now my wiſh to put my grand- 
mother, my mother,' the Nabob 'Saulur ung, and others of my relations, agreeably to the accom- 
panying liſt, again in poſſeſſion of their Jageers. I therefore requeſt that you will write to Mr. Briſ- 


* 


tow not to oppoſe the meaſures, but to allow them to be delivered up. 


Concludes as uſuah 


LIST of Jageers accompanying the preceding Letter. 
| Jagheers, and names of Jageerdars, as follow: 


Jageer of my Grandmother... 
apeer of my Mother 5 1 
Jageer of the Nabob Saulaur Jung. 3 | E, R 
Jageer of the Sons and Family of the late Nabob Iftikhaur u Dowla, Meerza Alli Cawn. 
Jageer of the Nabob Immaum u' Deen. | | 
Jageer of the Sons of Bund Alli Khaun. 
Jageer of the Nabob Muddaur u* Dowla. 


a 


what may be proper to be written, to Mr, Briſtow in reply to his letters, and upon the other ſubje& 
of the demands of the bankers for their loan, and the Nabob's requiſition for the permiſſion of the 

Board to reftore the Jagheers of the Begums and his other relations; but he deſires that Mr. Briſtow's 
letter of the Iſt November may be tranſmitted a number in each of the packets now under diſpatch 
to the Court of Directors, and referred to their particular attention. . 


| Upon this, and the other ſubjects. of theſe papers, the Governor General will take * 
occalion of more leiſure to record his ſentiments, wot 5 N 


attention. 


a TTY _ 
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EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated the 25th November 1782. 


Jour Honourable Court, dated the 1ſt of this month, a copy of which we have the honour to tranſmit 
bor your peruſal, and we beg leave to refer it to your particular attention. | 


* * 


— N — — —_ — 


EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, te 10th December 1783. 
5 The following letter, and its Encloſures, having been received from Colonel James Morgan, they 
ere CO on the 8th inſtant, and returned, with the reſolution which is entered after them: 
e lame was immediately communicated by the Secretary to the committee of grain. 


: | 5 Honourable 


The Governor General is unwilling, at this time. to propoſe any orders in conſequence of 
the preceding letters and papers, rather expecting that the other Members of the Board will ſuggeſt 


eee Ee —— — 
wr 2 7 " 


Agreed, That Mr. Briſtow's letter of the 1ſt November be tranſmitted a number in each of the 
packets now under diſpatch to the Honourable Court of Directors, and referred to their particular 


Para. 10. We have received a letter from Mr. Briſtow ſince the diſpatch of our laſt letter to 


* 
4 —— — 
— . * 


T3999 1] 


: - Honourable Sir, „%%% . ̃˙— VX 85 * 

Encloſed I have the honour to tranſmit you copies of the letters that have paſſed upon the ſub. 
ject of ſupplying grain to the troops under my command, by them you will perceive that I have not 
left any thing in my power undone to that effect. COTE WT as. rn Se heh: 


J have alſo ſent copies of theſe papers to the Commander in Chief, whom I addreſſed before re. 
peatedly on the ſubject. - - | Fork ny 


Cawnpore, - | 0 | J have the honour, &c. Fic: 
15th Nov. 1783. | _ Jas. MORGAN, A 
4 Þ Col. commanding 2d brigade, 


4 
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Copy of a Letter from Captain D ENNIS to Mr. BRISTOW, dated 1oth November 1783 


1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the gth inſtant, incloſing the 
copy of one from Colonel Morgan, and beg leave to acquaint you, that the ſcarcity of proviſions 
throughout the province of Allahabad became very general; prior to my quitting that part of the coun. 
try, diſtreſs was clearly pictured in the countenance of almoſt every individual, and the poorer ſort of 
people were ſeen wy on the plains ſweeping together the looſe earth, from which they extracted 
the ſeed of graſs and other wild plants for their ſubſiſtence ; from the very high price corn is 
now ſelling at in the city of Allahabad, the ſcarcity of that article muſt be evident, and that a ſuffi- 
. cient ſupply for two brigades cannot be procured in that province... ; | 


I have received information of there being great quantities of grain in the diſtricts Kupagur and 
Lutchifgur, contiguous to the Allahabad province ; and it is my opinion, that an adequate ſupply for 
the troops may be provided by the period you have fixed, by marching a force into the above diſtricts, 
and compelling the Byparries to carry their grain into Allahabad to be diſpoſed of. po: 


Re „ OT OP g 
e „% (TTT 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


» s 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from ISMAEL BEG, Subadar of Ellahabad, to Mr- BRISTOV, 


received 11th November 1783. 


You have been pleaſed to acquaint me that the brigade would be relieved at Ellahabad, and a lrg 
quantity of grain and other neceſſaries would be required for their ſubſiſtence ; I ſhall in the fol- 
lowing repreſentation, in obedience to yours and Colonel Morgan's commands, ſtate every particular; 
for as*I have ſerved the Honourable Company night and day for twenty years, by the grace of 
God, the Engliſh Gentlemen have experienced my zeal, and beſtowed honout and conſideration on 
me. It is impoſlible I ſhould ever ſwerve from my attachment. 7 5555 


| | 2 

The province of Allahabad is in the high road, and a place of general reſort. The troops have q 
every year paſſed, and been amply ſupplied. The camp Beparries in croſſing the river were accul- a 
tomed to go into the interior parts of the country, and bring grain and other articles without dif- h; 
culty. A few merchants, inhabitants of the province, willingly brought the grain for ſale to the t 
town of Allahabad, and for ſuch extraordinary quantities required for troops paſſing through the ſy 


country, as could not be ſupplied by them, the Aumils diſpatched agents to various quarters, 
there was never any complaints : In time of plenty there never was any occaſion for force to ſupply } 
the army, the attention and aſſiduity of the Aumils were abave ſufficient ; but grain is now at 10 
or 12 ſeer a rupee at Allahabad, and oftentimes the ſhops are ſhut up for want of it. The 
are deſerting the country, and ready to ſtarve; though it is the ſeaſon of cultivating the Rubby bat, 

veſt, owing to the drought, and there not being even ſeed to be had, it is elapſing. Having advanc 

Tuckavy, and encouraged the Ryotts to conſtruct wells, in the place of one hundred, they are p*i\4P 

able to water only fifteen or twenty biggahs, but even for that ſmall ſpace they cannot 

and in every place their groans and lamentations reach the heavens. If troops ſhould be detachel 
from the brigade in ſearch of grain into. the interior parts of the country, the few remains | 


Ryotts will deſert to Bundlecund, where it is cheaper, and in that caſe I cannot anſwer for the coe 
quences. | | | | 


I beg leave to ſtate what occurs in my humble opinion upon this ſubject. = 


[gar 1 


Firſt, Col. Morgan may order Capt. Dennis to remain in the province Allahabad, where he has 
been ſtationed for a year paſt, and has local knowledge. The troops under his command have never 
been known to commit any acts of violence againſt the inhabitants; and it is to his ability and friendſhip - 
I may attribute the proſperity of my country. It is therefore better for me and this Gentleman tö 
ſet off for Allahabad, and by mild means collect as much grain as we can from the Aumils on the 
borders of Bundlecund, with whom Captain Dennis and I have held, and do ſtill hold, an intercourſe. 


Second, In the Purgunnahs of Mangera, Gopygunge, and Muckeſpehas, in the Benares diſtricts, 
there are many wealthy Beparries, Zemindars, merchants, who buy the grain in the firſt inſtance, 
and ſell it when the aſſize may ſuit them. From thoſe places it is probable the proprietors them- 


ſelves may be induced to bring it, or Beparries may be ſent there to make purchaſes. Mr. Fowke 
ſhould alſo iſſue orders to the Aumils to grant their aſſiſtance. 


Third, The Purgunnah of. Kyragur formerly comprehended a part of the province of Allahabad, - 
was rented for a certain time by Bulwant Sing and Chyte Sing, and is now under Lolloodut Sing, 
and within his Highneſs's dominions. During the troubles of Chyte Sing many Zemindars, Ta- 
lookdars, merchants, and Beparr ies, and wealthy. inhabitants, from every quarter, as well from the 
Company's frontiers, as from Allahabad, took. refuge there. From that time to this, Lolloodut 
Sing has detained them, and does not permit the merchants and Ryots to return to their native dwel- 
lings, and from compulſion they enter into commercial engagements. Though theſe people poſſeſs 
large quantities of grain, Loll Oodut Sing prevents their exporting it. The borders of that Pur- 
ounnah are only ſeyen coſs from Allahabad, and Loll Oodut Sing has lately erected a ſtrong fort at 
Banda, an ancient Talook on a hill, and has caſt guns, and does {till continue to do ſo for its defence. 
] can place no, reliance on his willingly: furniſhing:grain, therefore the beſt advice T can give in re- 
ſpect to him is, that Captain Dennis ſhould encamp in the nog diſtri, near the banks of the 
Ganges, and the Nuddy Eanas. Let Captain Dennis be furniſhed with orders from the Vizier to 
Loll Oodut Sing, to affiſt in the ſupplies; and if he yields obedience it is well, if not, let the Cap- 
tain be then inſtructed to ſeize grain wherever he diſcovers any hoards, and diſpatch it to camp. I alſo 
will exert my endeavours in this buſineſs with Captain Dennis, as far as lies in my power. = 


Fourth, As ſufficient carriage is not to be had for the tranſportation of the neceſlary quantities 
of grain in the province of Allahabad, it would be adviſeable for his Highneſs to ſend 2,000 bul- 


locks there before the brigade arrives, in order that it may be tranſported and kept ready at that 
place, Colonel Morgan may likewiſe diſpatch for the ſame purpoſe as many of the bullocks of his 
Bazar as can be ſpared,  _ 1 | 


A true tranſlation _ 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


1 — 


| COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW, Reſident at the VIZIER's Court, to Mr. FOWKE, 
| Reſident at Benares ; dated 13th November 1783. 1 
Having been called upon by Colonel Morgan for aſſiſtance in furniſhing ſupplies for the bri- 
gade on its march into the provinces, I find myſelf under the neceſſity of addreſſing you on the 
ſubject. The ſcarcity in the Vizier's dominions will render it a very difficult taſk to furniſh the 
quantity of grain required for the ſubſiſtence of the two brigades when they meet.at Allahabad, and 
2 Mangur, Gopygunge and Muchhihur have been pointed out to me as places where it is to be 
5 „ and as conveniently ſituated for the route which the army will take. I think it proper to 
e timely notice of the diſtreſs the troops may ſuffer, unleſs you can aſſiſt in ſurniſhing 


F Captain Dennis, and Iſmael Beg, the Subadar of Allahabad, are directed to collect all the grain 
m that province and the neighbouring countries; and I muſt refer you, for the particulars, and the 
quantity and places at which it is required, te Captain Dennis, who has inſtructions for his conduct 
oth from the Vizier and Colonel Morgan. | 


Tone inform Colonel Ironſide of the ſcarcity ; and defire he will, before ke enters the Vizier's | 
mons, apply to you for afliſtance, and give the neceſſary inſtructions to Captain Dennis. 


f o 


A true cop . 1 . 
FT: NEAVE, | | 
Aſſiſt. to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Mam cop 


1 
; | Honourable: Sir, and Sirs, 77 ae dels monld Gb WA 
Encloſed I have the honour to tranſmit you copies of the letters that have paſſed upon the ib. 
ject of ſupplying grain to the troops under my command, by them you will perceive that I have not 
left any thing in my power undone to that effect. . 15 4 e 


J have alſo ſent copies of theſe papers to the Commander in Chief, whom I addreſſed before re. 
peatedly on the ſubject. - - | Kors 


. 6 big Sg Fo * | I have the honour, &c. furs 
I > Morte 5, Jas. MORGAN, | 
. Col. commanding 2d brigade, 


. 
* Fl 4 FEY * as 


COPY of a Letter from Captain DENNIS to Mr. BRISTOW, dated roth November 1783 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the qth inſtant, incloſing the 
copy of one from Colonel Morgan, and beg leave to acquaint you, that the ſcarcity of proviſions 
throughout the province of Allahabad became very general; prior to my quitting that part of the coun. 
try, diſtreſs was clearly pictured in the countenance of almoſt every individual, and the poorer ſort of 
people were ſeen way on the plains ſweeping together the looſe earth, from which they extracted 
the ſeed of graſs and other wild plants for their ſubſiſtence ; from the his high price corn is 
nov ſelling at in the city of Allahabad, the ſcarcity of that article muſt be evident, and that a ſuffi- 
. cient ſupply for two brigades cannot be procured in that province. f | 


I have received information of there being great quantities of grain in the diſtricts Kupagur and 
Lutchifgur, contiguous to the Allahabad province; and it is my opinion, that an adequate ſupply for 
the troops may be provided by the period you have fixed, by marching a force into the above diſtrict, 
and compelling the Byparries to carry their grain into Allahabad to be diſpoſed of 


6 ES 3530 i A true copy. 3 5 
| | (Signed) | z NEAVE, 77 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


” 
oy 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from ISMAEL BEG, Subadar of Ellahabad, to Mr. BRISTOW, 
received 11th November 1783. 0 Fo 


You have been pleaſed to acquaint me that the brigade would be relieved at Ellahabad, and a arg 
quantity of grain and other neceſſaries would be required for their ſubſiftence ; J ſhall in the fo- 
lowing repreſentation, in obedience to yours and Colonel Morgan's commands, ſtate every particular; 
for as I have ſerved the Honourable Company night and day for twenty years, by the grace of 
God, the Engliſh Gentlemen have experienced my zeal, and beſtowed honout and conſideration ol 


me. It is impoſſible I ſhould ever ſwerve from my attachment. 


— 60 


The province of Allahabad is in he high road, and a place of general reſort. The troops have 
every year paſſed, and been amply ſupplied. The camp Beparries in croſſing the river were accu 
tomed to go into the interior parts of the country, and bring grain and other articles without dif- 
culty. A few merchants, inhabitants of the province, willingly brought the grain for ſale to the 
town of Allahabad, and for ſuch extraordinary quantities required for troops paſſing through the 
country, as could not be ſupplied by them, the Aumils diſpatched agents to various quarters, and 
there was never any complaints: In time of plenty there never was any occaſion for force to ſupply 
the army, the attention and aſſiduity of the Aumils were abave ſufficient ; but grain is now at 10 
or 12 ſeer a rupee at Allahabad, and oftentimes the ſhops are ſhut up for want of it. The p. 
are deſerting the country, and ready to ſtarve; though it is the ſeaſon of cultivating the Rubby b, 
veſt, owing to the draught, and there not being even ſeed to be had, it is elapſing. Having advanced |} 
Tuckavy, and encouraged the Ryotts to conſtruct wells, in the place of one hundred, they are perhaps | 
able to water only fifteen or twenty biggahs, but even for that ſmall ſpace they cannot 
and in every place their groans and lamentations reach the heavens. If troops ſhould be detac! 
from the brigade in ſearch of grain into. the interior parts of the country, the few remains 
Ryotts will deſert to Bundlecund, where it is cheaper, and in that caſe I cannot anſwer for the cone ] 
quences. | | | | 


S > = v.n 


I beg leave to ſtate what occurs in my humble opinion upon this ſubject. rid 


E 


Firſt, Col. Morgan may order Capt. Dennis to remain in the province Allahabad, where he has 
been ſtationed for a year paſt, and has local knowledge. The troops under his command have never 
heen knowfl to commit any acts of violence againſt the inhabitants; and it is to his ability and friendſhip 
1 may attribute the proſperity of my country. It is therefore better for me and this Gentleman to 
ſet off for Allahabad, and by mild means collect as much grain as we can from the Aumils on the 
borders of Bundlecund, with whom Captain Dennis and I have held, and do ſtill hold, an intercourſe. 


Second, In the Purgunnahs of Mangera, Gopygunge, and Muckeſpehas, in the Benares diſtricts, 
there are many wealthy Beparries, Zemindars, merchants, who buy the grain in the firſt: inſtance, 
and fell it when the aſſize may ſuit them. From thoſe places it is probable the proprietors them- 
ſelves may be induced to bring it, or Beparries may be ſent there to make purchaſes. Mr. Fowke 


ſhould alſo iſſue orders to the Aumils to grant their aſſiſtance. 


Third, The Purgunnah of. Kyragur formerly comprehended a part of the province of Allahabad, - 
was rented for a certain time by Bulwant Sing and Chyte Sing, and is now under Lolloodut Sing, 
and within his Highneſs's dominions. During the troubles of Chyte Sing many Zemindars, Ta- 
lookdars, merchants, and Beparries, and wealthy. inhabitants, from every quarter, as well from the 
Company's frontiers, as from Allahabad, took refuge there. From that time to this, Lolloodut 
Sing has detained them, and does not permit the merchants and Ryots to return to their native dwel- 
lings, and from compulſion they enter into commercial engagements. Though theſe people poſſeſs 
large quantities of grain, Loll Oodut Sing prevents their exporting it. The borders of that Pur- 
ounnah are only ſeven coſs from Allahabad, and Loll Oodut Sing has lately erected a ſtrong fort at 
Banda, an ancient Talook on a hill, and has caſt guns, and does ſtill continue to do fo for its defence. 
] can place no reliance on his willingly: furniſhing -grain, therefore the beſt advice T can give in re- 
ſpect to him is, that Captain Dennis ſhould encamp in the Renee diſtri, near the banks of the 
Ganges, and the Nuddy Eanas. Let Captain Dennis be furniſhed with orders from the Vizier to 
Loll Oodut Sing, to affiſt in the ſupplies; and if he yields obedience it is well, if not, let the Cap- 
tain be then inſtructed to ſeize grain wherever he diſcovers any hoards, and diſpatch it to camp. I alfa. 
| will exert my endeavours in this buſineſs with Captain Dennis, as far as lies in my power. ; 

Fourth, As ſufficient carriage is not to be had for the tranſportation of the neceſlary quantities 
of grain in the province of Allahabad, it would be adviſeable for his Highneſs to ſend 2,000 bul- 
locks there before the brigade arrives, in order that it may be tranſported and kept ready at that 


place. Colonel Morgan may likewiſe diſpatch for the ſame purpoſe as many of the bullocks of his 
Bazar as can be ſpared, . | 


A true tranſlation. 


J. NEAVE, - 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


** — 
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COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW, Reſident at the VIZIER's Court, to Mr. FOWKE, 
b Reſident at Benares; dated 13th November 1783. OT 

| Having been called upon by Colonel Morgan for aſſiſtance in furniſhing ſupplies for the bri- 
gade on its march into. the provinces, I find myſelf under the neceſſity of addreſſing you on the 
ludjet, The ſcarcity in the Vizier's dominions will render it a very difficult taſk to furniſh the 
quantity of grain required for the ſubſiſtence of the two brigades when they meet.at Allahabad, and 
0 1 angur. Gopygunge and Muchhihur have been pointed out to me as places where it is to be 
5 8 . as 55 ſituated for the route which the army will take. I think it proper to 

ou 


bes imely notice of the diſtreſs the troops may ſuffer, unleſs you can aſſiſt in ſurniſhing 


; Captain Dennis, and Iſmael Beg, the Subadar of Allahabad, are directed to collect all the grain 
GT province and the neighbouring countries; and J muſt refer you, for the particulars, and the 


E y and places at which it is required, te Captain Dennis, who has inſtructions for his conduct 
tn from the Vizier and Colonel Morgan. | 2 


K 


1 inform Colonel Ironſide of the ſcarcity ; and deſire he will, before he enters the Vizier's | 
mons, apply to you for aſſiſtance, and give the neceſſary inſtructions to Captain Dennis. 


A true cop 3 | | 
„5 

Aſſiſt. to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 

Vor. Il, on cop 


1 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW, Reſident at the VIZIER's Court, to Captain pq. 
BERT DENNIS, commanding at Allahabad ; dated Lucknow, 15th November 1783. 


I have tranſmitted a copy of your letter of the 10th inſtant, as well as one I received from Ifmas 
Beg, to Colonel Morgan, for his information, and requeſted he would furniſh you with Proper in 
ſtructions concerning the quantity of grain, and the ſtations at which it will be required; as alſo * 
all other which may occur to him. I forward you a letter to Mr. Fowke, for your information, ani 
requeſt you will attend to the contents of it. 1 5 or 


Jou are already furniſhed with Purwannahs to the Subahdar of Allahabad, andthe Aumils of 
the neighbouring countries. If more explicit orders ſhould be required, I requeſt you will give me 
information, that I may make timely application to his Highneſs. e 


A true copy. 5 
58 5. NE AVE, | 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the V izier's Court. 


$ - 
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» 


ie, | N | 5 3 3 

I am favoured with your letter of the 12th inftant, and now have the pleaſure to encloſe you; 
copy and tranſlation of letters I have received from Captain Dennis and Iſmael Beg *, from which 
it will appear, the ſcarcity has affected the province of Allahabad in a very alarming degree, In con- 
ſequence of theſe letters, I have addreſſed Mr. Fowke, pointing out the places in the Benares di 
trict where grain is to be procured, and requeſted his aſſiſtance in ſupplying the troops: + copy 
take the liberty to encloſe. 1 TOS os . 


Iſmael Beg is doubtful if grain can be procured in thoſe quantities which are neceſſary, unlel 
an advance of money be made to the proprietors, to be repaid upon the ſale of it to the troops, 
Upon this head I could give him no anſwer, and muſt wait until I receive your ſentiments, before 
I can aſſent, not being a judge of the cuſtom in theſe cafes, or the propriety of his requiſitions 
Agreeably to my letter to Captain Dennis, of which I have the pleaſure to encloſe you a copy, | 
I muſt requeſt you will iſſue the neceſſary orders concerning the diſpoſition of the ſupplies, and 
other matters which may occur to you. The acting Miniſter was of opinion, that by giving en- 
couragement to 28 Sing, he would have been able to have furniſhed the ſupplies completely to 
the frontiers of the Vizier's dominions : but if I did not miſunderſtand the actual ſtate of the calc, 
you have followed meaſures to provide the army with grain fo far as Allahabad, after which you mul 
depend for aſſiſtance on the Vizier's Aumils, and the diſtrict of Benares. At all events, Sewajee 
Sing is furniſhed with Perwannahs, which may be made uſe of in any way you may deem expedient 
for the good of the ſervice; and I ſhall likewiſe be very happy to afford my aſſiſtance in any otix 
| Reps you may think it neceſſary to take. Captain Dennis is Eicniſhed with the Vizier's Purwannahs 
to the Aumils in the neighbourhood of Allahabad, directing their zealous ſupport in the buſine 
upon which he is employed. I have addreſſed Colonel Ironſide concerning the relief of Major 
Lumſdain's battalion, as he paſles Allahabad. 55 ee 


Lucknow, I have the honour to be, &cc. 
13th Nov. 1783. JOHN BRISTOx W, | 19 9 
| Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
A true copy 


Secretary. 


. | 1 8 
I am honoured with your letter of the 13th inſtant, and its encloſures, which 1 ſhall manſe 
the Commander in Chief, and to the Board. Iſmael Beg muſt know that it has ever been an é of 
liſhed cuſtom of Indoſtan, for Collectors of diftrits and revenue Officers to be anſwerable ut 
grain, ſufficient for an army or detachment, ſhould be collected by their Cutwals, Chowdries, Bu- 
nyahs, &c. ready at the principal places, without any publick advance, expence, or loss, 0 
timely notice being previouſly given to them for that purpoſe. Luttehpoor and Allahabad 2 : 
two chief places where it vil be abſolutely neceſſary that a ſtock ſhould be ready collecte 


* Vide Encloſure, No. 1 and 2. + Encloſure, No. z. t Encloſure, No. 4 : 


* 


1 


ſor the ſubſiſtence of both brigades, At the latter there ought to be the moſt conſiderable quantity, 
1s the two brigades are directed to meet there, and they may be near each other for ſome days. 


Iſmael Beg and the ColleRor may reſt aſſured that it ſhall be my part to take care, that whatever 
grain may be delivered, ſhall duly and properly be paid for on receipt by the troops. 


[ would not, was I empowered cz I am not) authorize any advance of money. All that I 
defire is to have the current ſubſi tence of the troops and camp followers prepared for them by 
the Chowdries, Byparries, &c. during the time they paſs through the Vizier's territories. I have 


neither occaſion nor intentions to carry away any part of it, conceiving that the Benares diſtricts, 


ind the Company's provinces, will anſwer for themſelves, as J have repeatedly wrote to the Com- 
mander in Chief on the ſubject, | | 


— 


Cawnpore, | I have the honour to be, &c. 
15th November 1783. (Signed) JAS. MORGAN, 


Col. Commanding the Troops in the Field. 
A true copy. | i 


H. LLOYD, 
Secretary. 


Ordered, That the Secretary do immediately tranſmit copies of theſe papers to the Committee | 
of grain, and that they make early inquiry with reſpect to the wants of the two brigades in provi- 
ſions for their ſubſiſtence to the places of their reſpeCtive deſtination, and take meaſures for ſupplying 


them agreeable to thoſe wants, charging the troops far the ſervice in ſuch manner, and at ſuch rates, 
as the Committee may deem moſt equitable and proper, 0 | 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter, which he received yeſterday from the 
Secretary to the Committee of grain. | | 


vir, | | MT | 

I am directed by the Committee of grain to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th 
inſtant, with its ſeveral Encloſures, aud to inform you, that they have already ſent arders to the Chief 
at Patna,- and to the Reſident at Benares, to take every meaſure in their power neceſlary to ſupply 
the troops under the command of Colonels Ironfide and Morgan with grain during their march to 
their reſpective ſtations, and that they will again repeat their injunctions on this ſubject. 5 
Fort William, I am, &c. 

gth December 1783. i | 8 F. MURE, 

: Secretary. 


* * 


EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, the 16th December 1783. 
Read the following letters from Mr. Briſtow : 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
On the 5th inſtant I had the honour to addreſs you on the ſubject of Colonel Sir John Cumming's 


| 15 ication to the Vizier, for permiſſion to detach a regiment of ſepoys, in order to effect the fe- 


cal of Mr. Maclean's boats: the encloſed paper is a copy of Colonel Cumming's proceedings on 
this occaſion, and Mr. Maclean's repreſentation ; and as the conduct of the Aumil Jaoo Lull, and 
his Naib Buſſunt Roy, appeared highly criminal, I have applied to his Highneſs to oblige them to 
make reſtitution for Mr. Maclean's loſs, and puniſh them by diſmiſſion from their offices. I have 


R et had the honour to receive any anſwer, except in general terms, through the Miniſter, that 
is Highneſs was very willing to grant redreſs. | 


Lucknow, Jam, &c. 
241 Oftober 1783, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 


Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


COPY 


WW] 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOUN CUMMING to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, "0 
. at the Vizier's Court; dated Futty Ghur, 12th October 1783. Reſiden 


Immediately after the receipt of your letter, encloſing the Vizier's ſhoker, I. ordered Ma; 
Grant's regiment to be in readineſs to march at the ſhorteſt notice ; at the ſame time I Mob 
private letter to Buſſunt Roy, deſiring him to affiſt with a few horſe in apprehending the runawa ; 
Encloſed is a copy of his anſwer, in which 8 will perceive ſtrong marks of inſincerity; an 7 
withſtanding his repeated wiſhes that the offenders might be rooted out, he availed himſelf of th 
information contained in my letter, to forewarn them of their danger, and cauſed the things which 
had been taken from Mr. Maclean's boats to be reſtored, and the boats themſelves to be ſent of fro 
the place where they had been ſo long detained, Mr. Macleane had this morning a letter "py 
ſervants he had kept with the boats, informing him that they were releaſed in conſequence 
Buſſunt Roy's ſending his Hircarrahs to command the people to let them go, and to refly 
what they had taken out. This circumſtance fully demonſtrates that Buſſunt Roy had it in hi 
power to releaſe the boats long ſince, if he had thought proper, and that there ſubſiſts a good un. 


0 


derſtanding between him and the people who detained and plundered them; and it is not unlikely but 
Jaoo Lall might have given intimation of the Vizier's orders to thoſe who were the objects of i 
even before it reached me, with a deſign of counteracting your endeavours and mine, Ag ir ö 
proved thus clearly that Buſſunt Roy is himſelf a party concerned, I fee no reaſon why he ſholl 
not be made anſwerable for the outrages and ee committed by the people he patronize,. 
and if your influence extends ſo far, I could wiſh it were carried into execution. If this man be 
not puniſhed, I ſee no poſlibility of checking the evils we complain of, unleſs I were furniſhed with 
a general authority to puniſh thoſe who moleſt and interrupt merchants coming to camp, without 
the tedious form of a regular application to the Vizier, If this power be not delegated to 
I ſee no remedy ; for this affair has convinced me that the Aumils are privy to the miſchiefs dow 
by the Zemindars and Ryots, and that they have power both to reſtrain and puniſh, though not the 
-inclination to do either e W 
With reſpect to Mr. Maclean, the loſs is but little alleviated by what has been done for him, ſuce 
it is found that the water in the river is now inſufficient for the boats to paſs ; he muſt therefore ſub- 
mit to the loſs of near 6,000 rs. though his circumſtances are ill qualified to ſupport it. 


As the grounds of my application is removed by the releaſe of the boats, I have thought it al 
viſeable to ſtop the march of the regiment, left thoſe who have been principally concerned in counter 
acting our endeavours, might miſrepreſent the matter. I am, however, ſtill of, opinion, and I dare fy 
you will join in it with me, that the offenders are no leſs deſerving puniſhment, 


. * 
* FO 
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COPY of a Letter from Mr. GEORGE MACLEAN to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſin 


at the Vizier's Court, dated Lucknow, 19th October 1783. 


In the beginning of April laſt, I took the liberty to beg your-permiſſion to proceed to Pyllibeet, | 
and build budgerows and boats, to cut timber and planks, excluſive of thoſe required for building ue 
ſaid budgerows and boats ;—1 accordingly, built 12 budgerows and 4 boats. ere 


; In the middle of July laſt, I loaded on the ſaid budgerows and boats as much timber and pla 
| as they could carry, to the number of 200 timbers and 8,000 planks ; they were diſpatched fun 
| Pyllibeet on the 21ſt July, well manned, with 1 mangie and 8 dandies to each; exclufive of thek, 
I diſpatched the ſame day 30,000 bamboes for the uſe of the Company's buildings at Cawnypor, 
and 500 bamboes for tent poles : about the beginning of Auguſt they arrived in the neigb⸗ 
Þ bourhood of the country called Sandre Pallee, which is rented by uſſunt Roy; the Zemindars on 
| both ſides the river in that diſtrict, on the arrival of the Boats, ſtopped them, and took out by 
| force as many as they choſe of the timbers, planks, and bamboes ; they ill uſed my people wio 
| had charge of the boats, and even robbed them of their clothes ; for fear of giving trouble, [ wrote 
Pp ſeveral letters myſelf to them, requeſting they would releaſe the boats, &c. and I would with pl 
lure pay any duty they might require, but all my labour was to no purpoſe ;' the only anſwer! 
by my ſervants was, if I could uſe ſuperior force to theirs, I might take my property: in cut 
ſequence of theſe anſwers, I complained to Colonel Sir. John Cumming, who was ſo obliging 9 
write to the Commanding Officer at Barelly, requeſting he would endeavour to effect the releal 
of my boats, &c. believing they were ſtopped in the diſtrict of Rohilcund. Colonel Knudſon, in 
ſequence of that order, was fo kind as to uſe his influence with the Aumil of Rohilcundto releaſe 
boats; the Aumil was fo good as to ſend two Hircarrahs with a Purwannah to the people who n 
ſtopped them; but inſtead of complying with this order, they ſtripped the Hircarrahs of all thell 
clothes, beat them ſeverely, and tore the Purwannah : Theſe particulars will more fully appear 1 
the copies of Colonel Sir Toa Cumming and Colonel Knudſon's letters, which I have already = 
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the liberty to forward to you; on my receiving Colonel Knudſon's letter, Sir John Cumming was ſo 
| friendly as to repreſent the caſe to you, which repreſentation you was ſo kind as to approve of, 


Buſſunt Roy, the Aumil of the country where the boats were ſtopped, pretended all the time 
that he could not releaſe them, as the people would not obey him ; but the moment he heard the 
intention of a regiment marching to that country, he immediately ſent hircarrahs, and his orders 
were inſtantly complied with, without any difficulty. It muſt evidently appear, to any impartial 
judge, that Buſſunt Roy's orders might have been as effective at firſt, as they were at the laſt, if he 
meant it. 5 | | 


About the 10th of this month, in conſequence of hearing the regiment was coming, the boats, 
timbers, and bamboes that remained were releaſed ; but it is now too late, as I was under obligation 
to deliver the boats, timbers, plank, and bamboes, on the laſt day of September, or the 1ſt inſtant ; 
now the river is entirely dry, and it is totally impoſſible to get them away before the next rains, 

without incurring an expence more than their value: By this misfortune J am likely to loſe a ſum 
of money which muſt inevitably be my ruin if I meet with no redreſs ; if the particulars are requi- 
ſite, I am ready to give it when called upon; but in a word, the boats, timbers, and bamboes, coſt 
me, before they left Pellyput, 10,000 rs. I have had 16 Mangies and 120 Dandies, with 12 
Cluſhies, and a Moonſhee, at the expence of 500 rs. per month, ſince the iſt July till this day, 
attending on theſe boats, beſides, two Margulls which were on the boats, coſt me 600 rs. ; now 
the Company's boats are ſold, it is ever out of my power to get mine into their ſervice. The ſe- 
cond brigade being under marching orders to go down the country, by this removal I had a ſecond 
opportunity to diſpoſe of my boats, but am again diſappointed ; I therefore muſt humbly beg that you 
will take my caſe into conſideration, and I flatter myſelf the juſtneſs of my complaint will appear 
clearly to you. | | 


I beg leave to obſerve, how much againſt the benefit of the poor people the Aumils act; when 
| they do not encourage me in the branch which I wiſhed to follow, during the time I ſtaid at Pilly- 
beet; I had artificers of different ſorts employed, to the number of 400 men a day, beſides 
50 Hackerries : I brought no merchandize with me into that country, but ready money; and in the 
coutſe of two months I laid out, for the production of the wilderneſs, ſuch as I may call timbers, 
bamboes, and mens labour, 10,000 rupees : Every perſon who worked for me was fully ſatisfied, 
and had I been encouraged or permitted without interruption, I would be able to lay out a = 
capital ſum yearly in that line, which muſt certainly help to enrich that country. I never did, 
nor do I now wiſh to be excuſed any reaſonable duties to paſs through the N where it ſnould 
be paid. This is a buſineſs that would prove very ſerviceable to all the Engliſh ſettlements up- 
on the Ganges above Chunar Ghur, and deprives the natives of no part of their privileges, as they 
actually do not underſtand boat- building. I moſt humbly beg your pardon for intruding ſo much on 
your time, and have the honour, &c. . . a 


Iue e .-: 
* 5 (Signed) „„ 5 
. | | Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court; 


o 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 


have been honoured by the receipt of your commands of the 29th ultimo, informing me that 
you have been pleaſed to ile orders for taking off the duties on grain of all kinds tranſported to 
the Upper Country; and that theſe orders are to continue in force for two months, beginning 


from the 1ſt inſtant, after which time your Honourable Board would conſider the neceſſity, if 
any ſhould exiſt, for prolonging that period. TE. | DO 


It is with the deepeſt concern, Gentlemen, I acquaint you that we have had no rain fince laſt T 
ad the honour to addreſs you on this ſubject, and the general ſcarcity is now become a matter of 
very ſerious alarm. Colonel Sir John Cumming and Lieut. Colonel Knudſon have propoſed a plan 
or ſupplying the troops; a copy of their letters I have the pleaſure to encloſe, and ſolicit your 
r r on the meaſures which it is your pleaſure ſhould be followed: Wheat, the principal 
8 of the inhabitants of theſe provinces, is at this early ſeaſon ſelling at ſo high a rate as ten 
eers per rupee, and flour at eight ſeers per rupee, in the town of Lucknow ; and in the interior 
parts of the country there are not above 3 or 4 ſeers difference in the price. The bad ma- 
* in Lucknow has already produced the effects of famine, the inhabitants being in the utmoſt 
of * and in a few days many muſt periſh from want. Colonel Cumming continues to complain 
1 8 difficulties under which he labours in ſubſiſting the troops, and the oppoſition he receives 
wa e Aumils ; for the particulars of which I beg leave to refer you to the accompanying let- 
his (page 5 and 6). I have renewed my applications to * Almaſs. Ally Cawn, on the ſubject of 
hy i the grain he promiſed, and theſe are the only means which lay in my power of get- 
. a im to do his duty; while he may remain the uncontrouled ruler of the countries under his 
8e, orders from the Vizier he totally diſregards. | Gps 
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* Vide Poſtſcript to the 


voi. Il Reſident's addreſs to the Board of the 24th Sept. 1783. 
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In my opinion, Gentlemen, which I. ſubmit with due deference to your judgment, it appears 2b. 
bündig ay to lay in a ſtock of grain for the ſubſiſtence of the troops, as hereafter, . X 
time the famine may generally prevall, the "difficulties and expence attending the meaſure will 
be proportionably encreaſed, and I ever doubt if the greateſt exertions f power could, in the ſity. 
tion of the Vizier's Government, effect a ſupply of the quantities ngeeſſary for your army and 
its followers, particularly on the telief of the brigade, when there will be a greater number tg 
„ eee ons og | + CHIEN 
Lucknow, I have the honour to be, &c. 


24th October 1783. | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 5 | 
| | | + Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
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COPY of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel KNUDSON to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident 
+ * 4 -* at the Vizier's Court, dated Barelly, 3oth September 1783. | 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING fo. ; J OHN.BRISTOW, 
Regſident at the Vizier's Court, dated Futty Ghur, 5th October 1783. 


It is with great reluctance that I repeat my ſolicitations for a ſupply of money for the troops, 
The Benjarries repreſent their inability to purchaſe grain, unleſs they are paid what is due to them 
from the ſepoys. From the moſt minute enquiries, 4 reaſon to apprehend it will be impoſlible 
to ſupply the troops with proviſions for more than 8 or 9 days, without pay being iſſued to them; 
I look forward to that period with the utmoſt anxiety, and . the conſequences of a failure, for 
the diſtreſs 3 5 The native officers and ſepoys have pawned every thing belonging to them 
that is valuable. MO ONS Os OO RY Mt Of OM. e | : 


Mr. BRISTOW, in Anſwer to the above, dated Lucknow, 7th Odtober 2783. 


I have received your favour of the 5th inſtant ; a lack of rupees will be diſpatched to-morron 
for Furruckabad, and I muſt requeſt you will immediately order a ſufficient party to take charge of 
it, the officer who commands the eſcort from hence being directed to proceed until he meets tl 


* 


Gentleman you may detach. a 


| P. 8. T have the pleaſure to encloſe a route, 


* 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW, Reſident at de 
63h | Vizier's Court; dated Futty Ghur, October gth, 1783, 


I have been favoured with both your letters of the 7th inſtant; and, in compliange with. yo (+ 
ire, have ordered an eſcort to march to-morrow morning to meet the treafure. 


x 


% 


As the ſeaſon is now approaching when we may reaſonably expe& incurſions into. the Jus! 
dominions by the Seiks, and other plunderers, I beg leave to ſuggeſt to you the difficulyes u. 


yo, 


-  chment muſt Incyitabl 


of the propoſal for laying in a magazine, of grain at;Futty. Ghur, Lam of opinion that the diſtance 

between it and the weſtern frontier is much. too great for the carriage of ſupplies, and that the ex- 

pence of conveying them from 95 former place to the latter would add one third to their price; 
0 


add to which, it would be imp 


« *+4 + gb 


eligible and conducive to the public advantage. Our endeavours to provide againſt dangerous con- 


9 


' tingenicies will at leaſt ſhew that we have not been inattentive to our duty. 
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COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. BRISTOW, Reſident at the 
N Vizier's Court, dated Futty Ghur, 14th October 1783. 


I ſome time ago acknowledged the receipt of the Vizier's ſhockas to the Aumils, which I am ſenſible 
were wrote in the ſtrongeſt and moſt pointed terms. But I am ſorry to obſerve, that as far as I have 
had occaſion to make uſe of hems they have failed, of. producing the deſired effect. To deſire a 
| repetition! of the orders can anſwer no pfxpoſe. I. have the ſtrongeſt grounds for believing that 

the Aumils are concerned with the merchants, and are intereſted in raiſing the price of grain. It 
is true, I cannot bring poſitive proof of what I have aſſerted, it being in its: nature very difficult to 
prove, and my ſituation precludes me oy the means of obtaining, it. The Burmicks, who were ſent 
to Kanage with the order on Almaſs's Naib, have returned empty-handed ; they report that, they 

were ſent away from Kanage without any grain, and directed to procure it from Jellalodeen, an 

officer under Government at Fatteah, where they were permitted to purchaſe, and to load their buk- 

locks, but prevented from bringing it to our camp, and ordered to carry it to Almaſs's troops, whe 
it was ſaid were in as great diſtreſs for proviſions as ourſelves. I cannot take upon me to o that this 

is a true repreſentation, but it is ſuch as I have received. from, the Burmicks, and my Hircarrahs 
who accompanied them; however, to aſcertain the truth, I am now going to ſend an Havildar and ſix 
ſepoys to Kanage, and a like number to Fattea, to each of whom I ſhall give a letter addreſſed 

| to the reſpective officers of Government, in order to enquire whether there be any obſtructions thrown 
in the way of procuring grain, or not; when they return, I ſhall inform you of the reſult. of their en- 

| Quiries, In the mean time I thought it adviſeable to acquaint you with my having ſent them, and the 

buſineſs which they are to execute. | 


$_ 
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There is alſo another circumſtance, which J am under the neceſſity of troubling you with: Some 


| Conſequence of a 


ders or the uſe of our camp, repreſented to the Sexayral, that had it not been for the former Zemin= | 
us (bf Bernamow) eaſy compliance with our demand, no demand would have been made on him; 


an 1 11 28 | „ : * 
of My. Joint endeavours to raiſe the price of proviſions, I | 
1 Beg on this occaſion was preſumptuous and highly reprehenſible. The village he ſur- 


Ain ſtance that the villagers made no reſidence, for had there been an occaſion for the 
to make uſe of their fire arms, the line would have been alarmed, and in all probability 


on 


328 1 


the whole force ſent by the Sezawal would have been 8 I have been particular in la 
theſe circumſtances, that you may be able to judge of the inſults offered, by entering our lines 10 
night time, with ſuch a military force, and J hope you will inflict ſuch puniſhment on the offe 


the caſe deſerves. | | 1 
P. 8. After the moſt minute enquiry into the cauſe of confining the Zemindar, all 8 


ledge in excuſe is, that he was bound for the appearance of another Zemindar. The encl ra . 
copy of his bond, which was for the laſt year, and not the preſent. 1 TD 4 
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COPY of a LETTER from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW 
| Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated Futty Ghur, 19th October, 1763. 


Some days fince I informed you of my intention to ſend a ſmall party of ſepoys to Kanoge and t 
Fateah, to enquire into the reaſons of the gyro cr being refuſed liberty to purchaſe grain in tho 
places. The encloſed letters are from the Havildars, who commanded the parties ; you will pe. 
ceive by them, that notwithſtanding the Purwannah formerly given by Almaſs, his Naib poſitixch 
refuſes ſupplying our camp. It muſt be evident to you, that there is ſome ſecret influence which 
conch ho public orders, otherwiſe thoſe people would not preſume to act in ſuch open diſobe- 

ence. ed 


The Aumil of Kanoge is the ſame who ſome months ſince ſtopped the public Dauks, and who on 
all occaſions demonſtrates a diſpoſition to turbulence and reſiſtance, conſequently he is a fit objet 
for puniſhment. | FO | ID} 
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TRANSLATION of the HAVILDAR's Letter, &e. referred to by COLONEL 
1 CMN G. eee, 


; 
17 


Agreeable to your deſire I went to Kanoge with the Vizier's Purwannah, and had an interview 
with the Phouſdar, who plainly anſwered, Who is the Colonel ? There is a large quantity of prait 
cc here, but I will not give any of it;“ and farther ſaid, © let him have me turned out.” 
Aumil diſregards you, and agreeable to your orders, I have enquired into affairs here, and Aumel | 
Sing, ſepoy, will in perſon relate them to you. | W 


AUMED SING's Narrative. 
The following is the ſtate of affairs :—Seyn ul Abdeen Cawn, Aumil of Teirba and Tatea, pre- 


vents your ſepoys going there; and I repreſent in conſequence that it may be effected by placing 2 
- guard over him, as without puniſhment he never will aſſent. e | 


The Aumil of Kanoge acts in the ſame manner, becauſe all the Aumildaries are under Alma: 
If one is puniſhed, they will then permit a free paſſage through their country. e 


True copies, extract, and tranſlation. 
J. NE AVE, 


Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court. 
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Aances, and of receiving orders from the Board, which directed his application to the Nabob V izier 
for acts to be paſſed by his authority, but executing them by his own. The people, even the mean- 
& of them, are aware of the weakneſs which that Government derives from this irregular and un- 
"Certained rule. The Zemindars will be encouraged to acts of greater contumacy than even thoſe 
do whic h they were accuſtomed, and the Aumils will avail ma of it for intereſted purpoſes 3 
at this time eſpecially, when the neceſſaries of the country, and (what concerns us infinitely more, 
the ſubſiſtence of two armies of our own eſtabliſhment depend) the vigorous and conſtant exerciſe of 
ſome power, both to guard againſt the fatal effects of the impending drought, and to maintain the 
peace of the country from the. deſperate conſequences which are ever incident to ſuch a calamity : 
t becomes the Board to conſider whether it is morally poſſible for Mr. Briſtow to exerciſe the con- 
troul which he has aſſumed, in ſubverſion to che natural juriſdiction of the country; or, if it be reſol- 
ved that he ſhall exerciſe it, whether it will not be neceſlary even to go further, and to authorize and 
direct him to aſſume it, avowedly to appoint agents and officers of Government in the name of the 
Company, and he himſelf reſponſible for their acts. The Governor General means not to recom- 
mend this; God forbid that he ſhould propoſe a meaſure fo contrary to his ſenſe of juſtice, of policy, 
andof national faith, and ſo inconſiſtent with the whole tenor of his public conduct! but he ſees a train 
of irregularities leading to certain ruin, in the preſent acts and pretenſions of the Reſident ; and what- 
ever may be the determination of the Board, he records theſe ſentiments, both as a warning to them, 
and as an exculpation for himſelf from whatever may hereafter be the conſequences. 


Ordered, That the foregoing minute be circulated to the Members of the Board; and in the 
mean time agreed that the following letters be written to Mr. Briſtow and Colonel Sir John Cum- 


ming. 
Sir, 5 
We have received your letters of the 23d October. 


We were acquainted by your former letters with the complaints, and conſequent proceedings in re- 
gard to the detention and plunder of ſome budgerows and boats, belonging to Mr. George Maclean, 
in the country of Sandy Pallie, rented by Buſſunt Roy, and the treatment of his people by the Jum- 
madars, &c. on that diſtrict. | „„ | 


U 


We know not who Mr. Maclean is, nor under what authority he carries on any dealings in the 
Vizier's country; we are ſure that he has not any permiſſion from us to reſide there, and we are much 
diſpleaſed that he has been permitted to engage in private trade without a licence: We ſuppoſe that 
he has ſome connection with the camp at Futty Ghur; we have therefore directed Colonel Sir John 
Cumming to take effectual meaſures for preventing any etnigrations from it but by his authority, 
and that given only on the occaſions of the public ſervice, under the orders and regulations now in 
force; and we enjoin you to be careful that no act of permiſſion from you do in any inſtance, or | 

in the ſmalleſt degree, counteract our directions to him. | 


© > => = 


- 


Colonel Charles Morgan having repreſented to us that he will have occaſion for a lack of ru 
on the arrival of his detachment at Etliah, to pay off ſome arrears now due to the old officers belong- 
ing to it, we deſire that you will remit it to him, if you can, for that purpoſe. 


e- Fort William, | | | LS We are, &c. 
L 16th December, 1783. | Ee 
b. Sit, 


We have received letters from Mr. Briſtow on the ſubject of ſome complaints made by Mr. George 
Maclean in regard to the detention and plunder of ſome budgerows and boats in the country of 
1 rented by Buſſunt Roy, and the treatment of his people by the Jummedars, &c. in 


iſtrict. 


We know not who Mr. Maclean is, nor under what authority he carries on any dealings in the 


Arad country; we are ſure that he has not any permiſſion from us to reſide there, and we are much 
6 ys that he has been permitted to engage in private trade without a licence : We 1 ag that 
as ſome connection with the camp at F | 


tual utty Ghur ; and we therefore direct that you - 
"6 meaſures for preventing any emigrations from it but by your authority, and that given only on 
| the occaſions of the public ſervice, under the orders and regulatians now 1n force. 
Fort William, | 1 We are Ke. 
December, 1 783. 1 
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and price of grain throughout the Company's provinces,” to which I ſhall ſhew every atten. 


LC. 2: 1: 
Read the following letter from Mr. Briſto :: - | n i, e 
| "Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | | I ; W Tp 
I am honoured with your commands of the 2oth ultimo, through your Aſſiſtant Secretary, not. 
fying to me © the appointment of a Committee to ſuperintend and regulate the ſale, diſtribu; 


tion. | 
I have the honour to be, &c. pes 

„ Lacknow,.. 1 (Signed) JOHN BRIS TOWw. 
2d November, 1783. OE Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


9 Fo 2. . — n — 


To WILLIAM BRUE RE, Eſquire, Aſſiſtant Secretary. 
Sir, | po: „ EM 
L have received your letter of the 16th ultimo, encloſing minutes of Council of the 14th Oftober 
1783, to which I ſhall yield obedience. | | 9 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


Lucknow, = (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
14th November 1783. | 


Reſident at the Vizier's Court, | 


EDWARD HAY, Eſquire, Sub Secretary, 


As I have not yet been able to procure. from the Miniſter of his Highneſs the documents and 
accounts neceſſary to enable me to furniſh the Honourable Board with the explanation required fron 
me in your letter of the 21ſt ultimo, I muſt beg, if any mention of this matter ſhould occur 
that you will acquaint the Gentlemen with the occaſion of the delay, aſſuring them, I ſhall obey 
their commands the moment the accounts are delivered to me. e Ts 


| I} I have. the honour to be, hb oo 5 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 4 
: I7th November 1783. Reſident at the Vizier's Coutt 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, OD . 1 59 

I am honoured with your commands of the 4th inſtant; and in order to reply to them with the 
greater 3 I have delayed my anſwer, that I might re- peruſe Mr. Macpherſon's letters to me; 
and having ſo done, « I now ſolemnly declare, and am ready to atteſt upon oath, that Mr. Ma-. 
« pherſon neither wrote or corrected, or in any ſhape compoſed, the letter that accompanied m 
« defence againſt the charges preferred againſt me by the Vizier and Hyder Beg Cawn; and net 
« did, through any communication, direct from himſelf, or indirect through others, tranſmit to me 
« copies of what any other Member of the Board, or of what himſelf has written upon the 
« ſubject of the charges againſt me, or my defence. a | 


| Having made this pointed and ſolemn declaration as a Gentleman, and a man of honour, I i | 
myſelf obliged conciſely to relate ſuch particulars concerning the correſpondence I had the honour to 
hold with Mr. Macpherſon, as will afford information on the ſubject, and which I am equally 


to atteſt upon oath. _ 


[8 
13 


Mr. Macpherſon did repeatedly enjoin me to obſerve moderation both in the matter and ſl 
my defence; to reply to the points of accuſation only, and avoid perſonal repreſentatio: © 
ever J have deviated from theſe injunctions, it has only been when the neceſſity of my defence oi 
pelled me to it; and without ſuch deviation it would have been difficult to have proved m 


guiltleſs. | 


Permit me to declare, that the ſubſtance of Mr. Macpherſon's correſpondence to me in genen 1 
been uniform and conſiſtent, in adviſing the moſt particular attention to the orders of Go. the 


L 33t 3 


the profperity and ſucceſs of public affairs, and expreſſing an anxious inclination that I ſhould ſhew 
every reſpect to the importance, dignity, and authority of the firſt Member of your Adminiftra- 
tion. On this latter head, I am led to confeſs, that the object immediately and repeatedly held 
forth to my view by Mr. Macpherſon was fo to govern my conduct, as to obtain a continuance of 
the Governor General's protection to me in the diſcharge of the duties of my office, and through 


ſo high and reſpectable a channel confirm the confidence your Honourable Board were pleaſed to 
repoſe in me. | | 3 | 


Lucknow, 4. Iam, Ke. 5 
22d November 1783. JOHN BRISTOW, 
L hs BE | Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Read the following Letter and Encloſure from Mr. Cowpet. 


Gentlemen | 
In obedience to your commands of the 4th inſtant, communicated to me through your Secretary, 
I have now the honour to tranſmit to the Honourable Board a declaration, the truth of which I ſhall 
always be ready to atteſt on oath, in the preſence of a proper Magiſtrate. 


| I have the honour to be, Kc. | 
Lucknow. (Signed) Wu. COWPER, 
15th November 1783. 


I folemnly declare, that Mr. Macpherſon neither wrote, or corrected, or in any ſhape compoſed, 
the letter that accompanied Mr. Briſtow's defence againſt the charges preferred againſt him by the 
Vizier and Hyder Beg Khan, and that he (Mr. Macpherſon) never, through any communication, 
dire& from himſelf, or indire& through others, tranſmitted to me copies of what any other member 


Briſtow, or of his defence, 


Lucknow, 85 (Signed) WM. COWPER. 
15th November 1783. | | 


Read another Letter and Encloſures, as follows, from Mr. Briſtow. 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


and of my intention, on his arrival at this place, to keep him in confinement until your pleaſure 

1 ſhould be known. * He is ſince arrived, and I have received two letters from the Nabob enjoining 
his enlargement, with which, however embarraſſed I found myſelf by the neceſſity of fuck a re- 
fuſal to a requiſition from his. Highneſs, I have thought it my duty reſpectfully to decline comply- 
ng, until I might be favoured with your commands on this head. The intelligence communicated 
to me by Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon in October laſt, copy of which I had the honour to tranſmit 
to your Honourable Board in my addreſs of the 3oth of the ſame month, together with every 
part of the Miniſter's conduct in this buſineſs, convince me, there is an intimate Re colluſive connec- 
tion between him and Khaujah Ain ul Deen, and that the Nabob's letters, of which I take the liberty 
to encloſe copies 4, may in the words of my inſtructions be conſidered as dictated by Hyder Beg 
awn; under this conviction alone I ſhould have failed in my duty in releafing the priſoner, 
ut the interruption, of which ſo dangerous a precedent might be productive to the Company's re- 
ources, operated yet more forcibly on my mind. Should this man be permitted to retire to his houſe, 
as his Highneſs is directed to requeſt, and at his own leiſure and convenience ſettle the accounts of his 
miniſtration, or, in other words, were I to afford him a free communication with the Miniſter, L 

: 2 have no hope of payment of any part of the heavy balance due from him, and the exemp- 
3 rior puniſhment, which he would be known to have derived from the Miniſter's protection, 
a old forth well-founded hopes to the Vizier's other Aumils of obtaining the ſame end by the ſame 
neans. J am at this time more particularly deſirous of impreſſing, by every exertion in my power, a 


ere as it will appear from the eſtimate of receipts and diſburſements for the current year, 

we in my addreſs of the 12th ultimo, that the funds hitherto allotted me are barely adequate 

teria Pe expences. And ſhould Almaſs AY Cawn fail in his payment, there will be a ma- 
hy — 1 and every effort on my part to ſupply the pay and arrears of your army, will in 
e de rendered extremely difficult, if not utterly abortive. 


* Vide Reſident's Letters to th | ot | | 
! Board of the 3oth Auguſt and 3oth October 1783. 
t Vide Encloſure No. 1, of this Addreſs. w beds * 2 


The 


Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at Oude. 


| of the Board, or of what he himſelf has written, upon the ſubject of the charges againſt Mr. 


T have already had the honour to apprize you of every particular concerning Khaujat Amul Deen, 


E perſuaſion of your determination to exact full and punctual payment of the Company's 


— —ͤ—vù — ———— — 


of rupees, for which I have hitherto no ſecurity, nor, from the tenor of A 


a painful part of my duty to report, I fear, many ſimilar occurrences to you. 


your aſſignments muſt be the inevitable conſequence, which I ſee no means of obviating, and ſecu- 
ring the pay and arrears of your army, but by the interpoſition of your authority. 


Jah Ain ud Deen. 


a 
The encloſed tranſlation of a letter from Almaſs Ally Cawn “, is in anſwer. to my ut api 
cation to him for the diſcharge of the balance of his kiſts, amounting at this time to 3 n 
85 thouſand rupees; a further kiſt will be ſhortly due, making a 2 oy eight lack, 
maſs's late conduct an 
to expect any. Your Honourable Board is already apprized of the correſpondence he held, Sm] 


« ſeceſſion, with Mahajee Sindia ; and I have great reaſon to believe he continues to hold it, hay. 


ing had frequent intimation of meſſengers paſſing between their camps. No dependance is therefor. 
to be placed in Almaſs's fidelity ; and with regard to his plea of the loſs of revenue, proceed 
from the drought, though it is certain the Kureef harveſt has been materially affected by tut 
calamity, yet I am well informed his agents have collected with great rigour; and the a 
price at which grain ſells, in a great meaſure, if not wholly, compenſates to the farmer for a dimi. 
nution of the quantity produced. At all events, the growing claim upon Almaſs becomes a ſub. 
ject of real importance to the Company's intereſts; and I can have little hope of realizing the 
amount, when the Miniſter, from whom I am to look for continued oppoſition in all my futue 


efforts, has, I am informed, already anticipated a conſiderable proportion of it. 


Were further proofs wanting of Hyder Beg Cawn's determination to encourage the officers of the 
Vizier's Government in their contumacy towards your repreſentative, the encloſed letter from 
Colonel Sir John Cumming would eſtabliſh the fact. It is in vain for me to expect punctuality in 
the payment of the Company's claims, when every inſignificant Aumil is taught to hold the ln 
guage ſo openly avowed by Buſſunt Roy's Vackeel to Colonel Sir John Cumming. My ſolicitations 
on the ſubje& in queſtion (Mr. Maclean's complaints) ſhall be renewed, though I can have no hope 
of ſucceſs. It reſts with you, Gentlemen, to point out the mode which it is your pleafure T ſhould 
proſecute for the redreſs of wrongs, to which Britiſh ſubjects and others, the adherents and depen. 


dants of the Company, are ſo frequently expoſed. 


The ſecond letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming is no more than a natural conſequence 141 
the general confuſion in the country; as the ſeaſon advances, and the diſtreſs increaſes, it will prove 


I have repeatedly called upon the acting Miniſter to adopt vigorous meaſures for ring the 
collections of the Company's aſſignments, though, from his hitherto conſiſtent and determined op- 
poſition, I cannot flatter myſelſ with a hope of aſſiſtance from him. A coufiderable balance upon | 


iS; I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 5 
Lucknow, 1 (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 


2d December, 1783. 


r 


— TT a as — 


COPY of a Letter from his Highnes the VIZIER to Mr. BRISTOW. | 


Khaujah Ain ud Deen, who was coming to the 8 having been confined, has repreſent! 
his ſituation to me, copy whereof I encloſe. It has been the cuſtom that the diſpoſſeſſed Aumi 
ſhould repair to the Preſence, and whatever balance might appear, from an inveſtigation of their ac 
counts, ſhould be exacted. Now whatever you are pleaſed to ſay, I ſhall write in anſwer to Kia 


_ — 3 22 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from his Highneſs the VIZIER to Mr. BRIS T OW. 


I wrote to you before on the ſuhje& of Khaujah Ain ud Deen. It has been the cuſtom for a 
diſmiſſed Aumils to appear in the Preſence, for the ſe of ſettling their accounts. Now f 
Khaujah Ain ud Deen is arrived, it is proper that he be releaſed from confinement, and permitted i 
remain at his own habitation: He will then have a free intercourſe with you, Sir; and havin 
uſual adjuſted his accounts with the officers of the Sircar, will diſcharge whatever balance ma A 


pear upon the face of them to be due from him he will diſcharge. 
| A true tranſlation. 643 26.2] 
(Signed) TREVOR WHELER, 
| Aff. to the Reſident. | 


4 


® Vide Encloſure, No, 2. of this Addreſs, ns 
- TRANSLATIO! 


| and agreeable to 


FF EC 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from ALMASS ALLY CAWN to Mr. BRISTOW. 


1 have been favoured by the receipt of your letter, requiring the ſpeedy diſcharge of my kiſts. 
| have already and repeatedly had the honour to repreſent to you the {ſituation of the country, and 
the deficiency of the collections, as alſo the ruinous conſequences of the drought. - All theſe: par: 


par- 


ticulars you are, Sir, perfectly acquainted with, and it is therefore unneceſſary that I ſhould dwell 


upon them. God is my witneſs that I am inceſſantly occupied in the ſervice of Government, and 
wanting in no poſſible exertion that may contribute to the proper cultivation of the country dur- 


ing the Rubby ſeaſon. Whatever I have been able, by unwearied attention and by harſhneſs, to cole 
kd from the country, I have already paid into the Sircar; and whatever may be hereafter forthcom- 
ing I ſhall ſcrupulouſly account for. There is no poſſible means neglected by me for the diſchar 

of the Government monies for years, as you, Sir, are ſenſible; and whilſt the ſeaſons were favourable 


] was never neglectful in the particular. This year, ſuch are the diſpenſations of the Almighty, 
there is the calamity of a famine. Oppoſed to the decrees of Providence, human efforts and hu- 


man reaſons are vain and impotent. 


I _ therefore without remedy ; and, looking up to you, who are the maſter of the kingdom and 
of me, I rely upon you for the ſupport and protection I have hitherto experienced. 8 an? | 
| 35 A true tranſlation, 


TREVOR WHELER,. 
| Aſſiſt. to the Reſident, 


. 
Aa 4 WO LS "WE 


EXTRACT of a LETTER from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to JOHN BRISTOW, 
Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated Futty Ghur, November 17th, 1783. 


dir, 


J have to inform you that the 11th regiment, ſent to the aſſiſtance of Beſſunt | Roy, returned 


yeſterday without having effected any part of the buſineſs for which it was detached. Not an indi- 


vidual of Pauly has Beſſunt Roy apprehended, notwithſtanding that he had it in his power to have 
ſeized the chief man of that place, who, if my information can be depended upon, was twice or 


*thrice with him in his own tent during the time the regiment was at Paulee; but I have the 
ſtrongeſt reaſons for believing that he never was ſerious in his profeſſed intentions to puniſh the 


offenders who plundered Mr. Maclean's boats, and that he thinks himſelf perfectly ſecure from 
the effects of your reſentment. At the time the Vizier ſent him ſome menacing ſhokahs in con- 
ſequence of your repreſentations, he employed a perſon here to ſolicit from me a letter to his 
Excellency, expreflive of my ſatisfaction with reſpect to his conduct. Upon its being obſerved, 
that the beſt way he could purſue would be to give you proofs of his good behaviour, and, after- 
wards get himſelf recommended by you; his Agent replied, that his maſter was under no ap- 
prehenſion concerning the injury you could do him, provided he could aſſure the Vizier that I had 


no cauſe of complaint againſt him. How far his agent was authorized to fay thus much, I know 


not ; but the Maſter's conduct gives it the appearance of truth. 


A true copy. 
(signed) TREVOR WHELER, _ 


* 2 


Afiſt. to the Reſident. ” | | 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated Futty Ghur, November 27th, 1783. 


I am to info 


the diſtrict of Chopramow, and the inhabitants of a village named Achbarpore : The latter had made 
a practice of carry; 


1 off the grain by night, of which the officer on command received intelligence, 
Vol. III s inſtructions determined to prevent it. The people that were carrying away the 
** h Pppp | ON grain, 


rm you that a fray has happened between a detachment ſent out to collect grain in 


= 
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grain, finding that they were diſcovered, unloaded the hackaries and bullocks, and attacked the 3 
pany's ſepoys. The conſequence was, that a Zemindar and about twelve of his Ryots were killeg; 
and four ſepoys of ours were killed alſo, and four more wounded. 17 


I am not without apprehenſion that md ee laben ut this kind will happen, as. the people, ewe 
| though paid ready money, will not part with their grain voluntarily; and it is at the fame time 
Impoſſible for the troops here to ſubſiſt without regular ſupplies from the country, To you, who 
are well acquainted with the refractory ſpirit of the people in this neighbourhood, a circumſtance a 
this kind will not appear uncommon or extraordinary; I could however have wiſhed this eyent ha 
not happened. | KI OO 
e A true copy. al 8 
(Signed); TREVOR WHELER, _ 


'f 


The Governor General. Mr. Briſtow in a former letter r e that the Bankers whg 
had lent to the Nabob, or to Mr. Briſtow in the Nabob's name, n lacks of rupees, had refuſed 
to make another loan of the fame ſum, although bound, as I recollect, by poſitive engagement 


and had demanded payment of the firſt loan, which inſtances he ſpeaks of in terms charging 


them with inſolence and preſumption, or uſing expreſſions very nearly reſembling theſe ; this led me 
to enquire of Lalah Goſhaul Chund, the principal Agent of Gopaul Doſs Sah at this place, whetherhe 
knew of ſuch engagement as that mentioned by Mr Briſtow ; he aſſured me that he did not, and 
gave me reaſons, which at the time convinced me that it was morally impoſſible he could. He 
has ſince confirmed this declaration on the authority of his maſter, to whom he wrote on the ſubject, 
and has furniſhed me with a copy of the bond given for the loan actually made, which, with the 
tranſlation, I lay before the os, deeming it, if authentic, a clear and abſolute refutation of the l. 
ſertion made by Mr. Briſtow. EO ra DA 5 


, f . 1 1 5 h . jo” * 
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' COPY of a Bond under the Seal of Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, dated the 6th of Ryib 1197 Hegin, 
anſwering to the 7th June 1783, correſponding with the 23d Chort 1190 Fuſſulee, | 


The ſum of 17 lacs 40 thouſand Lucknow ficca rupees has been paid to the Honourable Come 
pany's Sircar by the undermentioned creditors, through the hands of Lalla Menſa Ram, the Gomaſtah 
of Lallah Gopaul Doſs Sau, upon loan, at the rate of 1 per cent. monthly intereſt, which I engage 1 

to repay, after the Company's neceſſary expences, from the receipts of the Company's aflignmens 


Principal. * ä „ ht 
From Lala Munferam, the Gomaſtah of Lalla Gopaul Doſs Sah — 14, o, %%õ _ 
From Lalla Kiſhenchu tg — — — 15,0% ᷑ũ ͤ 
HFundeawaun, at the rate of 16 per cent. = <7. 
E901 10 2901-1 Tor Te 


tions before them for their determination, one from Lalah Coſhaul Chund, petitioning the B s, | 
orders for the payment of this debt, and another from the Nabob Vizier, requeſting that he * | 
permitted to reſtore to his grandmother and other relations the Jagheers which were taken from nen 
the beginning of laſt year. As this laſt requeſt is immediately connected with the order of e Court 
& Directors, he defires that it may be taken into conſideration at the ſame time, and entered in 1 
Place. a Pens | i | ES cone 


The Governor General further begs leave fo remind the Board, that there are now two apc 1 


＋ 


—— 


* 7 


WE 23 


EXTRACT of a Letter from the Honourable COURT of DIRECTORS to the GOVERNOR | 
| GENERAL and COUNCIL, dated 14th' February 17833. 4 


par. 10. If it ſhall hereafter be found that the Begums did not take that hoſtile part againſt the 
Company which has been repreſented (as well in the Governor's General Narrative, as in the ſeveral - 
documents therein referred to and as it no where appears, from the papers at preſent in our poſſeſſion, | 

that they excited any commotion previous to the impriſonment of Rajah Cheyte Sing, but only aries | 
themſelves in conſequence of that tranſaction ; and as it is'probable that ſuch a conduct proceeded 

entirely from motives of ſelf-defence, under an apprehenſion that they themſelves might likewiſe be 
laid under unwarrantable contributions) 'we direct that you uſe your influence with the Vizier that 
their Jagheers may be reſtored to them; but if they ſhould. be under apprehenſions reſpecting the 
future conduct of the Vizier, and wiſh our further protection, it is our pleaſure that you afford thoſe 
ladies an aſylum within the Company's territories, and there be paid the amount of the neat col- 
lection of their Jagheers, agreeable to the ad article of the late treaty, through the medium of our 

Reſident, as may be aſcertained upon an average eſtimate of ſome years back. Dr . 


EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, he 27th December 1783. 


THE following Letter and its Encloſures having been received from Mr. Briſtow the 20th 
inſtant, was circulated to the Members of the Board. i 7 | . 


„ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 3 ; : — 
I am honoured with your Secretary's letter of the 28th ultimo, directing me to tranſmit you copies 

of the engagements with Gopaul Doſs, for a loan from that houſe, of 15 lacks of rupees, and to ex- 

plain in the cleareſt manner all the circumſtances attending this tranſaction. 5 | | 


In reply, I beg leave to refer you to the accompanying extract of my * addreſs to your Ho- 
nourable Irs date the 4 June 1783, with os anſwer, approving the loan. I have 
likewiſe the pleaſure to tranſmit. you a tranſlation + of my bond for the ſaid loan. In my 
addreſs of the 14th October 1783, an extract of which I have alſo the honour to encloſe f, 
ſtated the failure of the houſe of. Gopaul Doſs in their The agent pleads, that 
the great call on them on other accounts is the cauſe; an urges, in very ſtrong terms, bis 
inability to ſupport the credit of the houſe, unleſs protected by Government. I have, in con- 
ſequence, ſupported it with my influence, both in conſideration of Gopaul Doſs's having re- 
eltabliſhed his former agent, Monſurain, and promiſed to abide by his engagements in future, 
though I muſt confeſs £* ſee no reaſon to alter my opinion of his conduct or intentions. 
The facts continue the ſame ; added. to which, Gopaul Pos has met with no loſſes, at leaſt that 
have come to my knowledge; but, on the contrary, the profits of his tranſactions with the 

Izier's Government have been conſiderable ; and I cannot account for his backwardneſs, except 
tom the ſelf-evident cauſe of an undue interference to injure the confidence which, until lately, 
ubſiſted between us. Inſtead of a compliance with his laſt engagements, Gopaul Doſs has 
en repeatedly importuned me for payments on account of the loan of fifteen lacks, and 
is agent uniformly continues to attempt to ſtop payment of the bills of OM remitted by 
the Aumils in their houſe, on account the current . alignments. . Theſe ſteps Rave precluded 
me from entertaini any hope of aſſiſtance from them, of which I at preſent ſtand fo much 
1 to ſatisfy T demands of your army at this period. of ſcarcity. The management of 

paul Doſs, in theſe provinces, has materially injured his credit. Being apprehenſive his ex- 
* *ngagoments with your Government might be affected, 1 bare boen influenged not to 

n on that punctuality with him which is uſual with bankers; and alſo to continue his 
"E nt in the charge of the reaſury. bs | oy | 5 


lücken; probable ſuggeſtion, that the diſtracted ſtate of the Viziers Government, and the 
iculties I meet with in realizing the Company's aſſignments, owing to Almaſs Ally Cawn 
Ka payment, and the Miniſter's oppoſition, are concurring cauſes for Gopaul Doſs's with- 


1 SS 1 2 


g Vide Encloſure, No, 1. + Vide Encloſure, No. 2. t Vide Encloſure, No. ol 


1 
holding thoſe aids which, under a ſettled Adminiſtration, he would readily yield. The effea, 
from whatever cauſe they originate, are of ſerious conſideration to your Honourable Board; ſ% 
as I informed you in my addreſs of the zd inſtant, of the probability of my being unable (, 
procure funds adequate to the current diſburſements of my office, the emergency calls for y, 


ſpeedy: and decided interpoſition of your authority. 


| Lucknow, | 1 I have the honour, Nc. ee 
roth December 1783. (Signed) . JOHN BRISTOW, + 
| | | 8 | Reſident at the Vizier's Cour, 
| | EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to the ur 
able the Governor General and Council; dated 3d June 1783. 1 
0 . It is with the greateſt pleaſure 1 inform you, Gentlemen, that I have concluded an agreemen 


of 1 per cent. per month in the intereſt, and 4 per cent. in the exchange, making 16 per cent, ye 
annum ſaving upon the femittance of laſt year; I expect to receive the bills in the courſe of ty 


higher terms than J ſhould think it juſtifiable to grant. The plan I propoſe for the 07 eng 
office, all ſurplus receipts ſhall be paid to them. The Nabob to be charged with the interef, 
an eſtimate of the probable receipts and diſburſements ; and it is my intention to procure. yo 
a remittance of the whole balance. I have ayoided perplexing this tranſaction: by mortgages d 


the bankers, at 16 per cent. ſaving to Government, upon the engagement of laſt year. 


* 7 1 
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at the Vizier's Court; dated 16th June 1783. 


balance due from the Vizier to the Company ſhould be completely paid off. © 07 © 


- _- Afiiſtant'to the Relide 
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the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs ; dated the 8th June 1783, or the 6th of Rujjub 1197 He 
or the 3d of Jeit 1190 Fuſſulie. „ e e LY 

Borrowed of the under- mention perſons, on account of the Honourable Company, 
Latta Munſurrum, the agent of Latta Gopaul Doſs, banker, the ſum of ſeventeen lack and _ 


providing for the Company's neceſſary diſburſements from the receipts of the aſſignments g 
on the country in their favour, by his Highneſs the Nabob Vine. TE IR OS 
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with the houſe of Gopaul Doſs for fifteen lacks of rupees, payable at the Preſidency, with a reduQion 


or three days, when I ſhall commence another negociation for fifteen lacks more, and fo on, until 
I obtain as large a ſum as I am able, to ſupply the Company's demands at the Preſidency. I did | 
not chooſe to inform the bankers of the ſum total I might require, as they would have exatted - 


of the bankers is to engage, that after ſupplying the diſburſements of the troops under the com- | 
mand of Colonel Morgan and Colonel Sir John Cumming, and the expences of the Reſident; : 


I requeſt the favour of your commands, whether you authorize my granting bonds in the Honourihle * 
Company's name as a ſecurity for theſe engagements. My accountant is employed in making ot 


the Nabob Vizier's revenue, or any nominal transfer of the deht ; the matter is ſimply a loan fm 


EXTRACT of a Letter from the Honourable the Governor General and Council to the Reit 


We approve of the agreement you have made with the houſe of Gopaul Doſs, for the Immedat 
remittance of fifteen lacks of rupees, by bills to the Preſidency, at a ſaving of 16 per cent. 
upon the exchange of laſt year, and of your intention to, perſevere in this mode, until the wide? 


TRANSLATION. of a Bond given by Mr. BRISTOW, Reſident at the Viaier's Cour, ®] 


thouſand rupees, bearing intereſt at one per cent. per month. I engage that it ſhall be Wy 


8 2 — — W a. 3 en 
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| Particulars of the Loan. 300 
prom Latta Munſurram, Agent to'the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs 3 14.005000 
From Kiſſen Chund . — "A . — 1500, ooo 
; Premium of Exchange, 16 per cent, upon fifteen lacks, is | — 27,40, oo0 


Lucknow Hy. bo Be. 17,40,000 
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IYTRACT of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to the 
5 Honourable Governor General and Council; dated 14th October 178 3. | 


I come now, Gentlemen, to ſpeak of the tranſaction with the Bankers: when, in June laſt, 
| procured from the houſe of 's _ Goſs the ſum of fifteen lacks of rupees, I had a 
promiſe of ſo much more at a ſhort period as ſhould make their loan to your Government 
thirty lacks complete. The performance of this further condition in their agreement with me 
they have hitherto, however, on various pretences, evaded ; and I am ſorry to inform you, that fo 
far from ſhewing any diſpoſition to fulfil it now, they have even inſtructed their agents to ſo- 
licit immediate re- payment of the amount already furniſhed by them, and in all other reſpects 
obſerved ſuch a conduct lately, as clearly indicates a determined purpoſe. of adhering to none 
of their engagements. Lo give 8 1 to this plan, they ſome time ſince recalled their old 
agent from hence, and appointed in his room one Munnoo Loll, who, if I be not groſsly 
miſtaken in him, is by his. talents and temper better qualified to be the inftrument of ſuch de- 
ſigns than his predeceſſor Munſurram, a man conſpicuous for his honeſty and upright dealing : 
this new ſervant, anxious, as he pretends, to ſecure as early as poſſible the monies due from 
the Honourable Company to his principals, had the preſumption, a few days 220, to detain and 
appropriate, without my knowledge, the amount of certain bills of exchange drawn upon their 
Fouſe by the Aumil of Rohilcund, and others, in favour of your Government. He has alſo ap- 
prized me, by order of the Bankers, that it is out of their power at 5 to afford me any pe- 
t 


cuniary aſſiſtance whatever; yet, when they were firſt nominated at the Treaſury here, it was ex- 
nt. preſsly ſtipulated, that in times of emergency they ſhould advance, on demand, any ſum not 
hoſe | exceeding four lacks of rupees ; and it is at this barren ſeaſon of the collections that fuch 


ad is more eſpecially required: Their loan to Government laſt year was thirty-ſix lacks ; and 

although no part of this very large amount was in a courſe of payment till November, they never 

heſitated, in the interval, to furniſh ſuch other ſums as I had occaſion for, and required: this cir- 

cunſtance is in itſelf ſufficient to prove their preſent backwardneſs proceeds rather from want of in- 
dination than ability to fulfil their engagements : ſuppoſing them, however, to have ſolved this dif- 

culty, there yet remains another, which it is impoſſible they ſhould remove :—two days ago Al- 
| mals Ally Cawn informed me, it was his intention to pay into the Treaſury one lack of rupees, 
waich lack he had juſt borrowed from this very houſe. 6 25 


[t is not eaſy to conceive, that with ſo much experience, theſe men ſhould miſtake their natural 
and apparent intereſt, and to forego them, upon any light inducement, is foreign to the character 
of their profeſſion. In the preſent inſtance, however, they have certainly abandoned thoſe prudent 
maxims by which alone, as Merchants, they ought to have regulated their conduct; and I con- 
s, I can no otherwiſe account for a violation of their faith ſo ſhameful in all its circumſtances, 
” lo obviouſly ſubverſive of their credit, than by conſidering it, as I have already faid, as a new | 

enort of the intrigues and clandeftine management of Hyder Beg Khawn. If, in ſupport of this 
PaſruQtion, I am, obliged to reaſon from analogy, and to appeal to the eſtabliſhed character of 
"me Miniſter, and the uniform tenor of his conduct, it is not becauſe more direct evidences do 
ary: but becauſe, whilſt Hyder Beg Cawn maintains his preſent aſcendency, it is impoffible 
ould be procured. During the mercileſs reign of Tiberius, from among the millions who 
0 el ſecret and inceſſant curſes againſt the tyrant, not one man was found hardy enough to 
; ” torward, and accuſe him openly in the capital; yet he, who in thoſe days, and in default 
uch accuſation, has pronounced the ſufferings of the Roman people to be imaginary, would 
III. 0 Qaqqq juſtly 
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which as yet, I truſt, is in no great forwardneſs, as well as careful inſtantly to communicate to your 


rovoked the reſentment. of his fellow citizens ih the ſame degree in which he bad 
inſulted their misfortunes. In the wide circuit of the Vizier's territory the authority of Hyder Beg 


Khan is extended over all alike, and with a very few exceptions is unbounded and irreſiſtible 
His object is notoricuſiy the ruin of your influence, and the eſtabliſhment in perpetuity of his own. 
- 14 4 PO r | i Fe f F - . 2 6 4 
nluot van it be a matter of ſurprize, Gentlemen, that in this purſuit he ſhould have recourſe to every 
acttifce, and reſort to every rank for aſſiſtance. When his power will not intimidate) he en. 
2.» ploys the fruits of his rapacity to corrupt. Wt h 3 


A true extract. 75 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, 1 . 
5 „ Aſſiſtant to the Reſident. 


THE following letters from Mr. Briſtow and Colonel James Morgan having been received on 
the 23d and 26th inſtant, were circulated on the reſpective days of their afrival to the Mem- 
bers of the Board, | 5 80 e 


4 


_ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, n 3 . | 
When Almaſs Ally Khawn ſet off to ſuperintend the cultivation of his diſtrits during de 
Rubby harveſt, he left his family at Lucknow, profeſſing his intention to return as ſoon as the ob. 
ject of his journey ſhould be accompliſhed. The proofs of his former my as they appeared 
in the intercepted correſpondence between him and . Mahajee Scindia, and Mr, Anderſon's di.. 
covery of his connection with the Marattas, I have already had the honour to tranſmit to you, - 
Permit me, Gentlemen, to refer you, for the detail, to my addreſs of the 4th October laſt, and is 
encloſures. wy „„ 5 | e ee n 


* 


With this evidence in recollection againſt him, I could truſt but little to the ſteadfaſtneſs of hs 
allegiance ; and as my ſuſpicions were further awakened by an unuſual tardineſs in the payment of 
his kiſts, even before his departure, I determined to be very attentive to all his conduct: with 3 
reſpect to the performance of his pecuniary engagements, I apprized you, Gentlemen, in an ad- 
dreſs, dated 12th November, and one of the 2d inſtant, how entirely my repreſentations had failed-} 
in perſuading to be more punctual ; although theſe repreſentations have been repeateUly renewedd, 
they have hitherto produced nothing but unmeaning profeſſions on his part, inſomuch, indeed, that 
Almaſs, who till this year was ever accuſtomed to furniſh his monthly payments in advance, is now | 
proportionably more in arrears than any other Aumil—the balance on this account due from him, 
amounting to eight lacks of rupees +. | : pine ogy 2 I 


Great as muſt be the diſappointment and inconvenience ariſing to the Company from a def- | 
ciency in their reſources ſo little expected, I am afraid it is not in this inſtance alone that the? 
conduct of Almaſs will be found highly reprehenſible. I have particular occaſion to believe be 
has again actually entered upon lor of a treaſonable complexion, and which, if not time 
guarded againſt and prevented, may be eventually productivè of infinite confuſion and miſchief | 
in the Vizier's Government. My intelligence coming through various channels, is uniform and 
2 7 6 that he has renewed his correſpondence with the Marattas. I alſo certainly know, tl 

e has ſecretly and completely withdrawn his family and effects, as well as thoſe of all his de. 
pendents from Lucknow. Such meaſures as I, in cnnſequence of theſe informations, judged!t} 
neceſſary to adopt, without loſs of time, will appear from the accompanying copies of lettes 
addreſſed by me to the Commanding Officers at Cawnpore and Futtyghur 4. 1 hope the precal- 
tions therein recommended to Colonels Morgan and Cumming will meet with your approbation. 
I am more particulariy anxious, Gentlemen, that nothing neceſlary to the ſecurity of the Cale 
tonments at Cawnpore ſhould be omitted, as I underſtand Almaſs is in force at a place not 7 
diſtant from that ſtation. I ſhall be indefatigably attentive to diſcover the extent of this new pb 


Honourable Board all that may occur of importance on the ſubject. In the mean time, as far * 
depend upon me, I ſhall make ſuch diſpoſitions as'to be prepared againſt the worſt. 4 

I am, with the higheſt reſpect, & c. &c. &c. 3 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 
13th December 1783. 1 Reeſident at the Vizier's 


* Vide Encloſure, No. 5, + Vide Reſident's Addreſs of 2d inſtant. t Vide Encloſure, No. 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. JOHN BRISTOW,, Refident at the Vizier's Court, 
9 to Almaſs Ally Khawn; dated 4th of Mohurrum 1198 Hegira. 
Your | letter, in excuſe for not paying the kiſts on account of the drought, is received. There 

is no doubt of the calamity ; but it is alſo known, that ſomething is produced (though there is a 

| ſcarcity) during the Fuſſil. Before this, you were acquainted, that all the Aumils pay their kiſts: 
ou have only paid two lacks, inſtead of ſeven lacks of rupees, to the end of Cateck ; for this rea- 
ſon you are wrote to not to conſider it a trifling matter, and to uſe your utmoſt endeavours to pay 


your kiſts. 


. A true tranſlation, oa Tow 1, 
55 (Signed) R. GREGORY, 1 
. Hh 55 Alſſiſtant to the Reſident. 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from ALMASS' ALLY KHAN to Mr. JOHN BRISTOW, 
E.> | | EReſident at the Vizier's Court. e 


Your letter, ordering me to uſe my endeayours to pay the kiſts, and not think it a trifling mat- 
ter, is received. My benefaQor ! have I ever trifled with your orders, even upon the moſt indifferent 
bulineſs ? How is it poſhble I can conſider this as trifling, which relates to the payment of money? 
My punctuality heretofore you know, I paid every year regularly what was due, and prevented 
the neceſſity of being applied to for arrears: this is conſiſtent with my inclination. The calamity 
that attends the preſent. year is known. It is my misfortune that you. are pleaſed to ſend me ſuch 
orders, which make me aſhamed and afflicted, for my honour depends upon your protection. God 
knows, I do not allow myſelf a moment's leiſure from the buſineſs of the collections: the 
farmers are now employed. in watering the lands for the Rubby harveſt, and they will not have 
ſown the ſeed in this country till the middle of Poos, for they cannot, with the utmoſt labour, 
| water from one well more than eight or ten biſwas in a day. Till the ſeed is in the ground 
there is no proſpe& of Jaydaads. I have wrote to the Aumils and Chuckledars moſt preflingly | 
to make the arrangements. Be pleaſed to think that the country is extenſive ; and this year the + 
produce of the lands will be collected from the farmers, as they are alone reſponſible for the portion 
each cultivates, and not a rupee beſide the jadaads now ſettling will be collected from the Ze- 
mindars, The people are dying by famine, and it muſt be with the greateſt care that the jaydaads, 
are realized. After the grain is ſown, the Aumils will get jaydaads, and ſend me an account, 
which, as ſoon as received, I will preſent to you in perſon. When the account is prepared, after 
crediting the 'I'amaut, &c. whatever kiſtbundee may be ſettled ſhall be paid from the collections of 
the country : till the arrangements are made, not a cowry of the collections ſhall be expended. 
| The Tainaut and Tuncawders ſhall be diſmiſſed, except ſome horſe and foot for the purpoſe of col- 
lecting. Without troops it is in vain to expect any collections; in this time of ſcarcity, it will be 
necellary to give them ſufficient to live upon.—What can be done Human endeavours are of no 
wail in competition with the will of the Almighty—my fortune depends upon your protection 
whatever is received, Laula Taiſe Roy will acquaint you. 5 | 


A true tranſlation. | | 
| (Signed) R. GREGORY. 
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To Colonel JAMES MORGAN, commanding the Troops in the Field, 
Sir, | 5 3 


4 8 have ſtrong reaſons to doubt the loyalty of Almaſs Ally Khan, I am very apprehenſive 
Yo : may ſeize the opportunity which the departure of the brigade from Cawnpore preſents to 
= 0 throwing off his allegiance, and poſſibly make ſome attempt to poſleſs himſelf of the 
nag mw ſores left at that ſtation ; I muſt therefore requeſt you will favour me with your opi- 
3 whether the force now left at Cawnpore. under the command of Major Dunn, is ſufficient to 

e that Officer, ſhould Almaſs actually harbour any ſuch deſign, to defend himſelf till reinforce- 


bs The letter was an anſwer to the Encloſure No. 2, forwarded in the Refident's addreſs to the Board, 
e the 2d December 1783, N : | | | 


ments 


„E 


ments may arrive from the ſtations of Lucknow, Kyrabad, and Salore, or from Colonel Sir John 


Cummüng's detachment, and ſuppoſing Almaſs to bring with him to the attack, as J belieje hs I 
| readily ght, a body of troops; artillery, &c. agreeably to the encloſed ſtatement—if you ate ** 


opinion that Major Dunn's preſent force is inſufficient, I am further to requeſt you will direct ſuch 
an augmentation to be made to it from your brigade, as may effectually ſecure him againſt any 
hoſtile attempt from the quarter above-mentioned, till the arrival of Colonel Ironfide. 1 ſhould 


have addreſſed you earlier on this ſubject, but it was only to-day that the intelligence teacheq' | 
me, from which I am led particularly to think the defection of Almaſs probable, 1 hope, in. 


deed, the beſt, but it is nevertheleſs, in common prudence, neceſſary to guard againſt every pol. 


ſible contingency ; at the ſame time, as the appearance of ſuſpicion or diſtruſt, on the part of 7 


Government, with reſpect to his good faith, might tend to confirm Almaſs in his eyil deſigns 
and accelerate a meaſure which is at preſent perhaps only m contemplation : I dare ſay you will 
agree with me in opinion, that in recommending the utmoſt vigilance to the Commanding Officer 


at Cawnport, Kc. it is highly proper the motives inducing theſe precautions ſhould be kept 


ſecret as poſſible. 
Lucknow, | C F have the honour &c. &c. _ | 17 
roth December 1783. ligne) JUBN BERSTOW, 5 f 
e V 5 Neſident at the Viziet's Court, © | 


STATEMENT referred to in the above better. 


With whom ſtationed. | Horſe. Foot. JArtillery, 
Joberam and Juvazam, Fouſdars of Etya 55 I 1500 5 
Shaik Azimul Dien, Fouſdar of Ackberabad Serundrara — 2004 400 | 
Takoor Doſs, Fouſdar of Sora — | . — | 500 | 1,000 1 1 
Sectub Perſaud, Do. of Corah — m — — — Foo , ͤ , 
Seffing Roy, Aumil of Pipkoond — 2]. 200 |1,000 2 | 
Huflan Cawn, Jugdiſpore, Anonna, &, _ — "ae ' — | .200 | 1,000 | 4 
Huſſan Bucſh Chila, Fouſdar of Futtypore — 1 0 [1,000] 2 
At Talgong OT TH . — 1, 400 | 1,700 | 18— 4 lane, 
| 136 ee MIS „ 2 Ts 8,700 40 
With Almaſs, at Lucknow / — -1504 3000 
8 | Total = 5,000 [9,000 | 40 
—— fm —— 


N. B.—20 Pieces of the above belonging to the Nabob. 
20 Do. Do. .— to Almaſs. 


This ſtatement was tranſmitted to Colonel Morgan by the Reſident, 3 date the 2th Au. 
gal 1783, and no particular account of any changes has fince been received; but the Reſident u- 


erſtands Al maſs has called in ſome of the out ſtations; ſince he went himſelf into his diſtricts nine 


hundred Turkſowars have joined him, in addition, from Lucknow; and he has alſo raiſed, by hs = 


own authority, two troops 'of the Company's diſbanded cavalry. . 


* 


, ; — 
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Mr. BRISTOW to Colonel Sir JOHN CUMMING, dated 11th December, 163. 
1 encloſe for your information a copy of a letter I have addreſſed to Colonel Morgan. | 
True copies. | 


(Signed) J. NEAVE EOS 
| Afliftant to the Reſident at the Viziers Col, 


4 
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© Honourable Sir, and Sirs, _ ” | 5 8 

Incloſed I have the honour to tranſmit to you a copy of a letter I have received from the 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court, and of its 2: tart I had- the honour to addreſs you upon the 
ſubje& of them, in a letter under date 29th Auguſt laſt, and then requeſted to have your inſtruc- 
tions upon the caſe; ſince that time, ſo far from having any reaſons to ſuſpect Almaſs Ally Khan of 
being any ways diſaffected, I concluded he was the reverſe 3 for, by all accounts, I have under- 
food that friendly interviews had paſſed lately between him and Mr. Briſtow at Lucknow; and 
every thing ſettled then in the moſt amicable manner. And though I have keard that he pur- 
chaſed ſome houſes at Kalpi, and had an agent in-the Maratta camp with Scindia, yet I have never 
had any grounds for a ſuſpicion of his having the leaſt deſign to give offence to our Govern- 
ment; but, that no precaution might be omitted for ſecuring ſtation of Cawnpore, . I 
have taken the ſteps which are mentioned in the encloſed copy of my letter to Mr. Briſtow. 
Agreeably to general orders, I am thus far on my way to Illahabad, where the ſecond brigade . 
is directed to paſs the third. At and before I left Cawnpore, I had ordered, in conformity to 
the Commander in Chief's inſtructions, three of the ſepoy regiments to march down the country by 
à different route, to prevent the troops ſuffering from ſcarcity of grain. However, in my opinion, 
when Major M<Clary has joined Major Dunn at Cawnpore, there will be a force ſufficient for ſecur- 
ing the artillery and magazine. from any kind of danger, the lines of Cawnpore affording a ſtrong 
poſt for them to occupy in caſe of neceſſity. | | 48 


| | I have the honour, &c. &. | ” 
Camp, near Carrah, 5 (Signed) JAMES MORGAN, 
16th December, 1783. . Col. comanding 2d Brigade. 


* [FIR 


TE » 


To Colonel JAMES MORGAN, commanding the Troops in the Field. 


As I have ſtrong reaſons to doubt the loyalty of Almaſs Ally Cawn, I am very apprehenſive 
that he may ſeize the opportunity which the departure of the brigades from Cawnpore preſents to 
him, of throwing off his allegiance, and poſſibly make ſome attempt to poſſeſs himſelf of the 
artillery and ſtores left at that ſtation. I muſt, therefore, requeſt you will favour me with 
your opinion, whether you think the force now left at Cawnpore, under the command of 
Major Dunn, is ſufficient to enable that officer, ſhould Almaſs actually harbour any ſuch deſign, to 

defend himſelf till reinforcements may arrive from the ſtations of Lucknow, Kyrabad, and Salone, 
or from Sir John Cumming's detachment; and ſuppoſing Almaſs to bring with him to the 

attack, as I believe he readily might, a body of troops, artillery, &c. agreeably to the encloſed 

ſtatement, If you are of opinion that Major B preſent force is inſufficient, I am further to 
requeſt you will direct ſuch an augmentation to be made to it from your brigade, as may effectually 


3H * againſt any hoſtile attempt from the quarter above - mentioned, till the arrival of Colo- 
| nel Ironſide, YT | | 


8 - 
- w 4 j 


I ſhould have addreſſed you earlier on this ſubje&, but it was only to-day that the intelli- 
gence reached me, from which I am led particularly to think the defection of Almaſs probable. I 
hope, indeed, the beſt, but it is neveritiglels in common prudence neceflary to guard againſt every 

ble contingency; as the appearance of ſuſpicion and diſtruſt on the part of Government 
with reſpe& to his good faith, might tend to confirm Almaſs in his evil deſigns, and accelerate 
a meaſure which is at preſent perhaps only in contemplation: I dare ſay you will agree with me 
1 that in recommending the utmoſt vigilance to the Commanding Officer at Cawnpore, 
wüible is highly proper the motives inducing theſe precautions ſhould be kept as ſecret as 


Live the honour, &c. &c. | 


Lucknow ; : Si "EP | | BRISTOW. f 
Toth December, 1783. = ( » 0 1 1 | Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Vor. HI. Rrrr STATEMENT 


Sooboram and Sewaram, Fouſdars of Etyah — — | 800 | 1,600 
Saik Azimul Dein, Fouſdar of Ackberabad Secundra — | 200 | 400 
Takoor Doſs, Fouſdar of Shoterah — — | 500 | 1,000 
Sectul Perſaud, Do. of Corah — — — | 500 x, ooo 
Sefling Roy, Aumil of Pephoond, &c. — — | 200 | 1,000 
Huflen Cawn, Jugdiſpore, Annona, &c. ; — — | 200 | 1,000 
Huſſen Buchs Chilar, Fouſdar of Futtipore — — | 400 | 1,000 
At Meah Gunge — — u — — — | 650 | 
At Talgong — — — — 1, 400 | 1,700 


hundred. Turkſowars have joined him, in addition, from Lucknow, and he has alſo raiſed, by his om 


with two regiments, I hope and flatter myſelf that you have wrote to him upon the ſub 


occaſion requites, for the protection of the Cawnpore ſtation, if you have wrote to him, 


fection, and give him ſome ſuſpicion of our Government's having inimical 
Wards him, | | | 


1 342 J 
0 * STATEMENT of ALMASS ALLY KHAN's ...., . 


.Horſe. . Foot. 


w 


2 13 4,850 8, 700 
With Almaſs, at Lucknow — | 150 300 


Total 25, ooo , ooo 


— _ 


This ſtatement was tranſmitted to Colonel Morgan by the Reſident, under date 25th Augſt 
1783, and no particular account has ſince been received of any changes; but the Reſident under. 
ſtands Almaſs has called in ſome of the out ſtations ; ſince he went himſelf into his diſtricts nine 


authority, two troops of the Company's diſbanded cavalry. | 5 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
A true copy. : Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


D. Marſhall, Aid de Camp. 


f To JOHN BRISTOW, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. | 
Sir 5 | | | 


I have this moment received your letter of the 10th inſtant 3 and in conſequence have ordered | 
Major M Clary to march back with his regiment to Cawnpore with the utmoſt expedition, | 
where he will arrive in two days. And now I have only one regiment of ſepoys with me; 
but I cannot think that Almaſs has any intention to diſturb the ſtation of Cawnpore z however, 
as Colonel Sir John Cumming is now in full force, from having been joined by Major Duncat 


as I recommended it to np in my letter of the 29th of Auguſt laſt, to which I refer you for wit 
I thought neceſſary to be ſaid on the ſubject: And he will not fail to give every aſſiſtance ths 


Before this time you muſt have ſeen the neceſſity of reinforcing the ſtation, and troops 2 
Khyrabad might have been ordered for that ſervice ; and even if the caſe was emergent, 2 * 
talion from the regiment at Lucknow might have been ſent, both which I recommend to jou 
be done. 


Was I to return with the remainder of the brigade, it might, as you obſerve, Ad : 


N. B. 20 Pieces of the above belonging to the Nabob. 
5 20 Do, — — to Almaſs. | 


1 $83 13 
I ſhall halt here ſome time, in conſequence of your letter, and of Colonel Ironſides' 


. 8 Wi ſhin | 
0 pas me upon the march, inſtead of meeting me at Illahabad, leſt there ſhould be a ſcarcity 


a ſcarcity 


of grails , 


I have to requeſt of you to be ſo good as to defire Mr. Hutchinſon to proceed to Manickpore 
with the Treaſure ; and in caſe he {ſhould have left Lucknow, that you will be fo good as to diſ- 
patch aletter after him, to deſire him to march to this place. 


Y 


Dated Carrah, (Signed) JAMES MORGAN, 
14th December, 1783. Col, commanding the Troops in the Field. 


END OF VOL, IH. 
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